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MoraCorium  Areas 


11/9/89  SAB 


House  of  Representatives  Bill  H.R.   987  proposes  23  Areas  on  the  Tongass 
Nacional  Forest  for  Wilderness  designation.     Sec.   201  of  H.R.   987  describes 
these  23  .Areas  often  referred  to  as   the   "23  Moratorium  Areas."     See  George 
Leonard's  statement  to  the  Subcommittee  on  Water,   Power  and  Offshore  Energy 
Resources   for  a  description  of  each  of  the  23  .Areas   (attached)  . 

The  Southeast  Conference  Board  of  Directors  has  adopted  a  policy  statement  on 
management  and  access   to   the  Tongass  National  Forest  which  is  endorsed  bv 
Governor  Cowper  of  the  State  of  .Alaska   (attached).     The  Southeast  Conference 
calls   for  the   following  12  Moratorium  Areas   to  remain  in  a  roadless  condition: 

YakutaC  Forelands 

Kadashan 

Chuck  River 

Lis ianski/Upper  Hoonah  Sound 

Nuckwa 

Karta  River 

Galder/Holbrook 

Young  Lake 

Outside  Islands 

Trap  Bay 

Goose  Flats 

Berners  Bay 

A  summary  of  the  Southeast  Conference  position  is  outlined  in  a  memo  dated 
March  17,    1989   from  William  B.    PriveCt,    President  of  Southeast  Conference  to 
Regional  Forester  Mike  Barton  (attached). 

The  Alaska  Loggers  Association  (ALA)  policy  statement  on  the  Tongass  lists  6 
Moratorium  .Areas  "for  removal  from  multiple  use  management.     The  6  .Are.-.s  are: 

Yakutat  Forelands 

Kadashan 

Lis  ianski 

Karta  River 

Nutkwa 

Chuck  River  i 

ALA's  position  is  documented  in  a  column  of  the  Ketchikan  Daily  News  dated 
march  22,   1989  (attached). 

Other  aspects  of  Congressional  legislation  that  has  been   introduced  and  their 
affects  on  ANILCA  are  summarized  in  a  Table  titled  Proposed  Tongass  Legislation 
dated  May  31,   1989  (attached). 
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TESTIMONY  OF   ERIC  S.  LASCHEVER 
BEFORE  THE  HOUSE  SUBCOMMITTEE  ON 
WATER  AND   POWER  AND  OFFSHORE  ENERGY  RESOURCES 
March   14,    193  9 


Mr.   Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Subcommittee: 


My  name  is  Eric  S.    Laschever.      I  am  the  Special  Assistant  to 
Governor  Steve  Cowper  for  the  Tongass  National  Forest.  I 
want  to  thank  you   for  the  opportunity  to  present  the  views 
of  the  State  of  Alaska  on  H.R.  987. 


As  you  know,  the  State  is  a  long-standing  opponent  of  the 
cancellation  of  the  long-term  contracts,  the  creation  of 
substantial  additional  wilderness  areas,  and  outright  repeal 
of  Section  705  of  ANILCA,     We  oppose  these  measures  because 
of  the  uncertainty  which  they  would  create  for  the  timber 
industry  that  relies  upon  timber  from  the  Tongass  National 
Forest.     In  addition,  we  are  concerned  that  the  enactment  of 
these  measures  could  disrupt  the  stability  of  communities 
which  rely  upon  this  industry.     These  concerns  are 
documented  in  prior  testimony  which  I  ask  be  submitted  for 
the  record. 


Since  last  fall,  when  the  House  of  Representatives  passed  a 
similar  version  of  this  bill,  3  number  of  Alaskans,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Southeast  Conference  have  been  engaged  ■ 
in  an  effort  to  work  out  a  compromise.  The  Southeast  Confer- 
ence is  an  organization  comprising  elected  officials  and 
business  leaders  from  the  region. 

The  Conference  appointed  a  committee  to  try  to  reach  a 
compromise.     The  committee  consisted  of  the  mayors  from 
Ketchikan,  Sitka,   Pelican,  and  Wrangell  and  a  member  of  the 
Juneau  Assembly.     The  committee  began  its  deliberations  by 
identifying  the  interests  of  the  various  communities, 
recognizing  that  community  interests  were  not  always  identi- 
cal to  those  of  any  specific  industry  or  other  discreet 
interest  group  within  the  community. 

The  efforts  of  this  group  have  garnered  support  from  many 
fishermen,  elected  officials  from  large  and  small 
communities,  and  Native  leaders.     Last  week.  Governor  Cow|Der 
announced  his  support  for  key  components  of  this  compromise 
and  believes  that  a  broad  spectrum  of  the  residents  of  the 
region  are  prepared  to  advocate  a  balanced  and 
forward-looking  approach  to  management  of  the  National  ' 
Forest.     The  State  of  Alaska  believes  that  an  approach  bt 
conciliation  here  in  Washington  would  produce  a  better 
outcome  than  continued  confrontation. 

I  would  like  to  focus  the  rest  of  my  testimony  on  some  of 
the  key  provisions  of  this  compromise. 


CONTR^^CT  RENEGOTIATION 


The  S_tate  of  Alaska  supports  renegotiation  but_jiai 
cance'l lat ion  of  the  long-term  contracts  to  address  concerns 
which  have  been  raised  regarding  the  effect  of  the  contracts 
on  overall  management  of  the  forest.   This  approach  is  the 
approach  taken  in  the  measure  which  this  committee  and  the 
House  passed  last  year,   and  is  the  approach  recommended  by 
the  Southeast  Conference  and  the  Sealaska  Corporation,  the 
regional  Native  corporation  established  under  federal  law. 
We  oppose  contract  cancellation  because  of  the  risk  that  one 
or  both  of  the  pulp  mills  would  close  with  attendant  impacts 
on  the  communities  which  rely  upon  them.     In  a  survey, 
commissioned  by  Sealaska  Corporation/  only  9  percent  of 
Southeastern  Alaska  residents  favored  cancelling  the 
contracts . 


PROTECTION  OF  IMPORTANT  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  HABITAT 

The  State  of  Alaska  concurs  with  the  Southeast  Conference 
goal  of  maintaining  fisheries-related  employment  and 
associated  protection  of  anadromous  fish  streams.     The  State 
also  supports  permanent  legislative  protectij3,n  of  a  limited 
number  of  specific  areas  which  possess  important  fish  and 
wildlife  habitat.     This  special  status  would  not  be 
wilderness ,  but  would  prohibit  commercial  timber  harvesting 
and  associated  road  building.     Other  activities  such  as 
mining,  primitive  recreation  facilities,  water  and  power 
developments,  and  fisheries  improvements  could  be  permitted. 
Access  would  be  less  restricted  than  under  wilderness 
status . 


The  Southeast  Conference  has  proposed  twelve  areas  for 
special  attention,  based  on  the  input  of  affected  commu- 
nities.    The  State  recognizes  the  high  value  of  these  areas 
as  fish  and  wildlife  habitat,  and  the  importance  of  many  of 
them  to  the  fishing  and  tourism  industries,  subsistence 
users,  and  a  number  of  communities  in  Southeast  Alaska. 

We  have  not  madp  ^  final — dpci  sing  about  each  area  and  the, 
hoiindaries  of  each  area;   however,   the  concept  and  overall 
impact  on  the  timber  base  is  workable.  Permanent 
non-wilderness  protection  of  a  limited  number  of  areas 
appears  to  be  favored  by  the  ma-jority  of  residents  ot 
goytheast  Alaska.     In  the  Sealaska  survey,  seventy -six 
percent  favored  such  protection  while  sixty  percent  did  not 
favor  additional  wilderness. 

f 

SECTION   705  OF  ANILCA  9 


Perhaps  the  most  difficult  issue  to  resolve  has  been  the 
matter  of  the  requirement  in  ANILCA  that  the  Secretary 
provide  4.5  billion  board  feet  of  timber  per  decade  to  the 
dependent  industry. 


The  Southeast  Conference  has  proposed  language  which 
authorizes  the  Secretary  to  provide  "up  to  4.5  billion  board 
feet  per  decade"  subject  to  market  factors  and  multiple  use__ 
I  concerns . 

The  above  approaches  increase  the  flexibility  of  the 
Secretary  to  adjust  the  timber  made  available  to  the 
industry  for  the  decade  to  take  into  account  market 
conditions  and  other  natural  resource  values.     The  State 
supports  Secretarial  discretion  on  this  matter. 


With  regard  to  funding,   the  State  believes  that  funds  will 
continue  to  be  required  to  conduct  intensive  management 
activities  such  as  pre-commercial  thinning  of  second-growth 
stands.     The  State  supports  sufficient  funding  to  accomplish 
this  task. 

ECONOMIC  DIVERSIFICATION 

The  State  of  Alaska  is  also  reviewing  a  regional  economic 
development  proposal  offered  by  the  Sealaska  Corporation. 
With  regard  to  this  proposal,  the  State  agrees  with 
Sealaska 's  central  message  that  we  should  use  the  pending 
legislation  as  an  opportunity  to  strengthen  the  diversity  of 
the  regional  economy.     The  State  endorses  the  following 
concepts  outlined  in  the  corporation's  proposal: 
the  need  for  regional  transportation  coordination,  fisheries 
enhancement,  community  stabilization,  and  promotion  of 
recreation  and  tourism  including  adequate  funding  by  the 
Forest  Service  for  recreational  facilities  and  trails. 

In  addition,   the  Southeast  Conference  has  proposed  an 
economic  diversification  fund  which  would  be  used  to 
strengthen  the  Southeast  economy.     This  proposal  could  be 
adapted  to  finance  a  number  of  the  elements  of  the  Sealaska 
proposal  such  as  fisheries  enhancement.     We  strongly  support 
this  concept  and  look  forward  to  working  with  interested 
members  of  the  committee  to  develop  the  idea  further. 

The  State  recognizes  that  in  the  legislative  process  it  is 
often  necessary  to  stake  out  a  bargaining  position  to  retain 
room  for  negotiations  with  the  other  house.     The  State's 
position  is  not  such  a  postion.     We  offer  this  compromise, 
not  as  a  new  starting  point  for  negotiations,  but  as  our 
concept  of  where  the  legislation  will  settle  when  the 
negotiations  have  come  to  an  end. 

To  conclude,  the  State  of  Alaska  is  strongly  opposed  to  the 
legislation  before  you  today.     However,  we  believe  that?a 
bill  which  contained  the  key  elements  outlined  in  our 
testimony  would  address  the  concerns  which  have  been  raised 
during  the  last  three  years  of  deliberations. 


STATEMENT  OF 
GEORGE  M.  LEONARD,  ASSOCIATE  CHIEF 
FOREST  SERVICE 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Before  the 

Subcommittee  on  Water,  Power  and  Offshore  Energy  Resources 
Committee  on  Interior  and  Insular  Affairs 
House  of  Representatives 


H,R.  987.  a  bill  "To  amend  the  Alaska  National  Interest  Lands  Conservation  Act, 
to  designate  certain  lands  in  the  Tongass  National  Forest  as  wilderness, 

and  for  other  purposes" 

March  l4.  I989 


MR.  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SUBCOMMITTEE: 


Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  present  the  Administration's  views  on 
H.R.  987.  a  bill,  "To  amend  the  Alaska  National  Interest  Lands  Conservation 
Act,  to  designate  certain  lands  in  the  Tongass  National  Forest  as  wilderness, 
and  for  other  purposes."    With  me  today  is  Mike  Barton,  Regional  Forester  for 
Alaska. 


The  Administration  strongly  opposes  enactment  of  H.R.  987. 


H.R.  987  would  repeal  sections  705(a)  and  705(d)  of  the  Alaska  National 
Interest  Lands  Conservation  Act  (ANILCA) ,  terminate  the  existing  long-term 
timber  sale  contracts  in  Alaska,  and  create  wildernesses  on  23  areas  of  the 
Tongass  National  Forest. 


Tongaaa  Land  and  Resource  Management  Plan 
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Using  National  Forest  Management  Act  (hfFMA)  planning  procedures,  we  are  well 
into  the  process  of  revising  the  1979  Tongass  Land  and  Resource  Management 
Plan. 

We  recognize  that  Section  705(a)  of  ANILCA  presently  requires  us  to  maintain 
the  timber  supply  from  the  Tongass  National  Forest  at  a  rate  of  4.5  billion 
board  feet  per  decade.    However,  this  requirement  does  not  restrict  us  from 
examining  other  alternative  timber  supply  levels  during  the  revision  process 
for  the  Tongass  plan.    We,  in  fact,  are  considering  a  full  range  of  alternative 
management  strategies.    If,  as  a  result  of  our  resource  analysis  and  review  of 
public  comment,  we  determine  that  an  alternative  not  consistent  with  the  goal 
of  4.5  billion  board  feet  per  decade  is  appropriate,  we  will  recommend  that  the 
current  statutory  direction  be  modified. 

The  Tongass  plan  revision  team  is  also  working  on  an  analysis  of  the  Forest's 
capability  to  supply  goods  and  services  in  response  to  public  demands  and  the 
physical  capabilities  of  the  Forest.    This  analysis  is  referred  to  as  the 
Analysis  of  the  Management  Situation  (AMS)  .     It  is  targeted  for  completion  in 
June. 

New  resource  inventories  for  timber,  soils,  streams,  wildlife,  and  fisheries 
have  been  or  are  being  completed.     Studies  relating  to  projected  demands  for 
timber,  fish,  and  wildlife  are  also  underway.    New  research  results  will  also 
be  incorporated.    Based  on  this  new  information,  the  draft  plan  will  describe 
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the  allowable  sale  quantity  as  defined  in  the  Tongass  Land  and  Resource 
Management  Plan. 

In  conclusion,  we  are  doing  our  best  to  carry  out  congressional  direction  in 
fulfilling  our  land  stewardship  responsibilities  on  the  Tongass  National 
Forest.     We  believe  that  a  major  statutory  change  would  be  premature  at  this 
tiae.    We  are  only  10  months  from  completion  of  the  draft  revision  of  the 
Tongass  Land  and  Resource  Management  Plan.    The  revision  will  provide  the 
public  and  Congress  with  updated,  comprehensive  information  and  analyses  of 
resources,  markets,  and  the  perspective  of  different  publics.    We  urge  the 
Congress  to  wait  for  information  developed  through  the  Forest  Plan  revision 
process  before  considering  major  statutory  changes  such  as  those  in  H.R.  987- 

Mr.  Barton  and  I  would  be  happy  to  answer  your  questions  or  provide  any 
additional  information  you  may  desire. 
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WILDERNESS  AREA  ANALYSIS 
LAND  STATUS  ACREAGE 
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WILDERNESS  AREAS  IN  HR  987 


Wnd«rnes«  Study  Area  1:  Yakutat  Forelands 
(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 

Federal  Acreage  •  220,2M 
Norv-f  ederal  Acreage  -  10 
Total  Acreage  -  220,278 

VClTs  -  377 (East  side  Dangerous  River).  379.  381.  382.  383.  384.  385.  387.  388.  389.  390,  391,  39^  393, 
394,  395 

Land  Status  •  Open  to  State  selectioa 

Fisheries  -  Ail  VCU's  are  rated  as  having  high  value  fisfieries  habitat  which  supports  significant  commercial 
fislwies  for  sockeye  and  coho  salmoa  RecreatkxTal  fisheries  for  steelhead  and  coho  salmon  are  workJ  dass. 
Salmon  are  an  important  subsistence  resource  in  ttT«  area 

WHdSfs  -  All  VCU's  have  high  wikjiife  value  parikajtarfy  for  moose,  brown  bear,  and  migratory  waterfowL  The 
area  is  known  internationally  for  trophy  big  game.  Moose  and  furtsearers  are  important  local  sutDsistence 
resources. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Impacts  -  WiWemess  designation  woukj  foreckjse  future  wikjWe  habitat  management/ 
habiai  enfwjcsment  opportunities  in  these  areas.  WBdemess  designatkai  coukj  preclude  some  future 
fisheries  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantfy  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
such  opportunities  wouki  be  approved  for  development. 

Minerals  Impacts  -  Moderate  to  low  oil  and  gas  potential  and  historic  mining  district  on  east  end.  May  contain 
extensive  beach  deposits  al  chromita 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  - 

Suitable  CFL  •  32.465  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  •  8.97  mmW 

Trsrksportatlon  Impacts  -  The  proposed  WiWemess  would  not  eliminate,  but  woukJ  compftcate  any  future 
plans  for  road  access  along  the  Alsek  River  to  Canada,  and  through  the  Yakutat  Forelands.  Congressional 
approval  as  outlined  under  ANILCA  Sectkxi  XI  woukj  be  required  prior  to  any  constnxaion  of  roads  or  utilities 
across  Wilderness  areas.  The  latter  road  woukJ  provide  land  transportation  to  a  number  of  fishing  camps. 
Glacial  plugging  of  Russell  Fkxd  woukj  isolate  this  proposed  Wikjemess. 

Recreation  -  The  Yakutat  Forelands  Area  has  a  history  of  a  variety  ct  commercial,  subsistence,  and  recre- 
atiortal  uses.  Activities  are  associated  with  subsistence,  commercial  and  sport  fishing  especially  at  the  moutfis 
o*  rivers  such  as  the  Dangerous,  Akwe,  Itato,  Alsek.  etc.  Both  sport  arxj  subsistence  hunting  activities  occur 
throughout  the  Foreland  Area  There  are  numerous  private  fish  camps  espedaily  on  the  Forelands  near  the 
moutfis  of  the  Akwe  and  Italic  Rivers.  Three  airplane  landing  strips,  receiving  annual  maintenance  by  the  FS, 
are  kx^ated  within  the  proposed  area  as  wed  as,  six  FS  public  recreation  cabins.  Motorized  access  by 
aJl-terrain  vehicles,  heficopters,  and  wheeled  or  floatplane  occur  in  conjunction  with  the  sportfishing.  hunting 
and  the  private  or  publk;  cabin  use.  The  proximity  to  the  community  of  Yakutat  contributes  to  the  frequent 
and  consistent  recreationai  uses  of  the  area  as  does  it's  intennationai  reputatkxi  for  sportfishing  and  hunting. 
Pubic  recreation  cabins  in  the  area  are  so  popular,  reservatkDns  are  aikjtted  by  lottery  for  specifk:  dates. 
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VCU  377-  FS  putAc  recreation  C3bin  and  airstrip. 

VCU  379-  Privats  tent  frames  and  two  FS  public  recreation  cabirta. 

VCU  381-  Several  private  cabins,  four  miscellaneous  buildings  and  a  tractor  road. 

VCU  382-  Pr1vat8*y-owned  cab<a 

VCU  387-  FS  pubtlic  recreation  cabin,  guide  camp  with  \tvee  tent  platfomis. 

VCU  389-  Two  FS  public  reaeation  cabins,  two  air  strips,  artd  a  giide  camp  with  tent  platform. 

R«cr»«tlon  Impacts:  Widemess  designation  couid  place  Smitations  on  existing  use  and  faciTitJes.  Existing 
uses  and  developed  I'adQUes,  and  their  maintenance,  do  not  provide  tfte  opportunities  for  soTitude  arxj 
primtive  recreation  envisioned  by  the  1964  wndamess  Act  Management  guidelines  at  Wilderness  designat- 
ed tlTough  ANILCA,  provides  for  semi-pnmJtive  roadless  recreation  opporturaties.  Tradltionai  activities  and 
some  facilities  tfiat  would  be  preduded  from  use  under  the  1964  Act,  are  authorized  under  ANILCA.  Limita- 
tiors  on  use  of  mechanicai  equipment  and  some  fomm  of  motorized  use  not  authorized  by  ANILCA  would 
ha^  to  be  administered  and  managed.  Management  options  and  flexibOty  are  narrowed  by  Y/ntiemess 
desagnaticn. 

Sub«lstenc«:  Heavy  subsistence  use  occurs  throughout  the  Forelarxis  for  fish,  wiid&fe,  shellfish  and  plants. 

Stibttlstence  Impacts  •  Subsistence  rights  authorized  t3y  ANILCA  is  defined  as  the  customary  and  traditional 
use  by  rural  Alaska  residents  ot  wild,  renewable  resources  for  direct  personal  or  family  consumptioa 
Reasonable  access  to  subsistence  resources  are  ensured  by  ANILCA.  Snowmobiles,  rrxxortXTats,  and  other 
means  c4  surface  transportation  traditionary  employed  for  subsistence,  sutsject  to  reasonable  reguiatioa  is 
■c8^wtse  ensured  by  ANILCA  regardless  of  Wilderness  designatioa  wndemess  designation  of  this  area  would 
hav«  little  impact  on  subsistence  over  the  short-term.  However,  subsistence  use  does  affect  the  WDdemess 
resoLTce  by  rerrioving  tfie  opporti^lty  for  solitude  and  a  primitive  recreation  experience  wt)en  snowmobiles, 
motortx^ats,  and  other  means  of  surface  transportation  are  employed. 


IOsc«naneous  Impacts  -  Designation  would  isolate  VCU  375.  Timber  impacts  are  shown  above. 
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WllderneM  Study  Aroa  2:  B«rners  Bay 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 

VCLTs  -  12(South  1/2),  13(S<xjthem  portion),  16(East  1/2).  17.  and  25(extrefT»e  NE  portion,  onfy). 

F«<iM-ai  Acroag*  •  44,145 
Non-federal  Acreag*  -  2 
Total  Acreage  •  46,147 

LMtxi  Status  •  Open  to  State  selectioa  None  are  currently  proposed. 

nsh«r1e«  -  Ail  VCU's  have  high  value  fisheries  habitat  that  produce  coho  and  sockeye  salmon  for  important 
local  commercial,  subsistence,  and  recreational  fisheries. 

wndDfe  -  All  VCU's  are  rated  as  having  medium  wildlife  values.  Moose,  brown  bear  and  mountain  goat  are 
important  recreational  use  species.  The  area  is  important  for  migratory  watertowl.  Commercial  trapping  is  a 
important  source  ot  income  for  some  area  residents. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Impact*  -  Wilderness  designation  would  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habitat  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  WikJemess  designation  could  preclude  some  future 
fisheries  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
such  opportunities  would  be  approved  for  development 

|ynn«ral«  Impact*  -  Western  edge  indudes  a  small  portion  of  known  minerafizabon  and  Historic  Mining  District 
wtact\  is  undergoing  further  axpkxafkxi  and  devekDpment  Adjacent  active  operatkxis  include  the  Juaiin 
complex  (some  383  acres  of  patented  claims)  which  has  an  approved  operating  plan  for  an  access  road 
wtTich  was  constrixrted  in  1988  as  weO  as  an  extensive  drilling  program  and  the  Kensington  complex  (769 
acres  of  patented  daims  as  well  as  1 18  unpatented  claims)  with  an  approved  operating  plan  including  an 
access  road,  5,500  foot  axptoratksn  adit,  waste  rock  disposal  and  other  faoDbes.  Environmental  studies  are 
under  way  for  further  activities. 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  • 

Suitable  CR.  •  208  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  -  .04  mmbf 

Transportation  Impacts  -  Pending  Congressk>nal  approval  per  ANILCA  Sectkxi  XI,  the  proposed  wilderness 
wctJd  isolate  existing  rights  of  way  from  the  end  of  the  existing  highway  north  to  Semens  Bay.  The  proposal 
affects  an  identified  terminus  of  a  cross  Lynn  Canal  ferry  or  tfie  right  of  way  lor  a  road  connecting  Haines  to 
Juneau. 

Recreation  -  The  Bemers  Bay  proposed  Wilderness  contains  several  private  recreatkxi  cabins  under  special 
use  permit.  Recreation  use  is  primarily  associated  with  air  boats,  jet  boats,  kayaking,  fishing  and  hunting. 
Associated  uplarxJ  camping  also  occurs  in  the  Area.  The  proximity  to  Juneau  makes  this  area  especiaJfy 
attractive  to  recreatkjnists  and  use  of  the  area  is  significant  There  are  no  public  use  facilities  in  the  area 

Recreation  Impacts  -  Public  service  facilities  are  needed  in  this  area  Wilderness  designation  woukj  preclude 
building  those  needed  either  by  the  Forest  Servk:e  or  private  commercial  services.  Public  use  would  need 
to  be  managed  and  perhaps  in  the  kDr>g-term  limited  to  maintain  the  Wilderness  resource  if  so  designated. 
Limitations  would  be  costly  to  administer. 
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S«jb«tet«nc«:  A  m<xien^9  amount  of  subsistenca  use  occurs  in  this  Arm. 

Sub«ist«nc«  Impacts  •  Subsistence  use  could  affect  the  Wilderness  use  of  tTw  area.  Wilderness  designation 
woiid  not  affect  subsistence  use  over  the  short-term. 


Chapter  46  '  16 
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WIldernoM  Study  Area  3:  Young  Lak* 
(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCU's  -  133 

Federal  Acreaga  •  18,702 
Noo-f  aderal  Acreage  -24 
Total  Acreage  - 18,728 

Land  Status  -  11/87  State  selection  nomination  dropped  due  to  pxovisiors  in  tfte  Green's  Creek  Mine 
Development  EiS  restricting  residential  development 

Flsherlee  -  The  area  has  medium  value  fish  habitat  Young  Lake  si^sports  a  popular  recreational  fishery  for 
diChroat  trout 

WDdltfe  •  The  area  has  high  value  wikjiife  habitat  Brown  bear  arxj  Sitka  black-tailed  deer  are  importam 
recreational  resources. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Impacts  -  Wilderness  designatkxi  would  foreckse  futixe  wikjHfe  habitat  management/ 
habitat  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  WikJemess  designation  could  preclude  some  future 
fisf>eries  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
such  opportunities  woukj  be  approved  for  devekjpment 

Minerals  Impacts  •  Known  minerafization  including  a  probable  zinc  prospect  Access  for  exploration  for 
mtnerais  adjacent  to  Green's  Creek  couW  also  be  affected. 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  • 

Suttabis  CFL  •  5,664  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  •  1.35  mmbf 

Transportation  Impacts  -  The  proposed  wilderness  does  not  afTect  any  identified  road  access,  either  within 
or  related  to  adjacent  lands. 

Recreation  -  VCU  133C  is  located  in  larxJ  use  designation  (LUD)  ill.  It  includes  three  Forest  Sennce  recreation 
cabins,  including  one  o<  the  top  three  cabins  in  use  on  Juneau  Ranger  District  (Admiralty  Cove  cabin).  There 
is  a  trail  from  the  cove  to  Young's  Lake.  The  area  is  very  popular  for  deer  hunting  and  brown  bear  are 
abtindant  in  the  area 

Recreation  Impacts  -  Increasing  publk;  use  of  this  are  souW  need  to  be  dosefy  managed  to  maintain  the 
Widemess  resource  including  some  use  limitations  over  the  tong-term,  in  particular  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
cabins.  The  cabins  and  their  concentrated  use  have  an  effect  on  softude  and  primitive  recreation  opportuni- 
ties. 

Miscellaneous  Impacts  -  There  is  a  research  natural  area  that  may  be  affected. 


HR  967  Bill  and  Anttyi* 


WllderneM  Study  Arta  4:  Chlchagof 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCU'a  -  189,  190.  224,  225.  226,  228,  229,  246,  247.  248,  249,  262,  279,  280,  281,  282,  283.  285.  286. 

Federal  Acreage  •  347,729 
Non-f  ederai  Acreage  -42 
Totai  Acreage  -  347,771 

Land  Slatua  •  Federal  acreage  Includes  the  approved  Idaho  Inlet  State  selection  (370  acres).  Indudes  all  of 
the  1/89  State  selection  nomination  at  Goose  Flats  (1 192  acres)  which  Is  currentiy  under  public  review.  Also 
indudes  a  small  portion  o*  the  1/89  Tenal<ee/Ffedenck  Portage  nomination  which  is  under  pubfic  review. 

Flsh«rles  -  All  VCU's  have  very  high  fisheries  habitat  values  and  contribute  significantly  to  northern  Southeast 
Alaska  commercial  and  subsistence  fisheries.  The  area  supports  an  important  recreational  and  commercial 
charter  boat  fishery. 

Wildlife  -  All  VCU's  have  high  wildlife  habitat  value.  Brown  bear  trophy  hunting  in  the  area  is  world  class.  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer  is  an  important  local  subsistence  and  recreational  users  resource. 

Flah  and  Wildlife  Impacts  •  Wilderness  designation  would  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habdat  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  Wilderness  designation  could  preclude  some  future 
fishanes  devekDpment  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
such  opportunities  wouW  be  approved  for  devekjpment 

Mlr)«rala  Impacla  -  Krwwn  mineralization  and  Historic  District  There  are  19  known  mineral  occurances  in  the 
unit  mostly  for  ksde  and  placer  goW.  copper-nickel  and  molybdenum.  Three  separate  mineralized  zones  occur 
within  the  unit  ar>d  have  potential  for  further  discovery. 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  • 

Suitable  CFL  -37.139  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  -8.11  mmbf 

Transportation  Impacts  -  The  transportatkxi  system  included  in  the  final  decision  for  the  86-90  Alaska  Pulp 
Company  Operating  Plan  for  the  Patterson  Bay  to  Deep  Bay  Area  wouW  be  precluded  at  least  until  a  decision 
on  wiwemess  designatkxi  was  made  for  the  area.  A  corridor  for  possible  connection  between  Chichagof  and 
Baranof  Islands  woukj  be  affected  requiring  Congressional  approval  as  per  ANILCA  Sectkxi  XL 

On  the  North  side  of  Hoonah  Sound,  the  road  {paralleling  the  t>each  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Sound  would 
be  eliminated,  as  woukJ  a  possible  connectksn  t>etween  Crab  Bay  of  Tenakee  Inlet  and  Hoonah  Sound  unless 
State  receives  approval  from  Congress  as  per  ANILCA  Section  XI. 

Recreation  -  The  Chichagof  area  contains  a  variety  of  activities  including  outfitter/guiding  pemiits  on  both 
skjes  of  Hoonah  Sound,  old  mining  and  togging  sites,  all-terrain  motor  vehide  use,  and  hunting  and  fishing 
both  for  recreation  and  subsistence.  Visually,  kDgging  activities  are  evkJent  in  some  of  the  VCU's.  A  new 
recreation  cabin  is  proposed  in  upper  Hoonah  Sound  in  response  to  pobOc  demand. 

Recreation  Impacts  -  AH-terraln  motor  vehicle  use,  except  for  subsistence  purposes,  would  l^e  eliminated  if 
this  area  is  designated  Wilderness.  Catjins,  except  for  health  and  safety  or  administrative  purposes,  would 
not  t>e  constructed. 


HR  M7  Bill  and  Anatytis 


Sij6«l«l«nc«  •  A  conskJerabie  anxxjnl  o<  hunting  and  ftsMng  subsistenca  us«  occurs  in  tfiis  area. 

Soto«l«tenc«  Impact*  -  Wilderness  soJitix3«  and  pnmrtive  recreation  expenencea  would  be  affected  by  ATV 
us«     the  area  Over  the  short-tem%  Wiidamess  designation  woukj  not  senous/y  affect  subsistence. 


HR  987  Bill  and  Anaty«{« 


WIIdern*««  Study  A/««  5:  KadMhan 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VClPa  -  235 

F«d«f  ai  Acreage  •  M,044 
Non-federal  Acreage  -160 
Total  Acreage  •  34,204 

Land  Status  •  Open  to  State  larxj  selection.  There  are  private  land  parcels  cabins  at  the  head  of  Comer 
Bay. 

n«h«rle«  -  TTiis  VCU  has  very  high  fisheries  habitat  values  and  contribcrte  significantly  to  northern  Southeast 
Alaska  commercial  and  subsistence  fisheries.  The  area  is  an  important  local  recreational  fishery. 

Wildlife  -  The  area  has  high  wikjrife  habitat  value.  Brown  bear  trophy  hunting  in  the  area  is  world  class.  Sitka 
biack-tailed  deer  is  an  important  local  subsistence  and  recreational  resource. 

Rsh  and  Wildlife  Impacts  •  Wilderness  designation  would  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habitat  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  Wilderness  designation  could  preclude  some  future 
fisheries  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantfy  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
sucfi  opportunities  would  be  approved  for  development 

Minerals  Impacts  -  Minerafization  occurs  in  the  northeast  third  of  tfte  unit  One  known  mineral  deposit  occurs 
in  ttie  unit 

Timber  Harvest  impacts  - 

Sultabis  CFL  -  10,570  acres 

Annual  Volums  (mmM)  -  25  mmbf 

No  activity  at  present  651  mbf  of  decked  road  right-of-way  ]og  removal  scheduled  in  1989.  Logs  currently 
under  contract  as  part  of  independent  sale  program. 

Transportation  Impacts  -  The  comptetkxi  of  the  road  from  Comer  Bay  to  the  False  islarxi-Sitkoh  Bay  portion 
would  be  foreclosed.  The  lack  of  road  access  not  only  eliminates  timt^er  f^arvest  it  also  increases  general 
management  costs  by  forcing  employees  to  fly  or  take  boats  around  the  island.  The  current  high  level  of  air 
transportatk)n  would  continue  r3tt)er  than  aflow  for  use  of  land  transportatkxL 

Recreation  -  The  VCU  23SC  is  currently  in  a  LUO  III  designatioa  Motorized  access  occurs  on  the  partially 
cortstrvicted  road  from  Comer  Bay  up  into  the  Kadashan  drainage  arxj  is  used  for  hunting  waterfowl,  brown 
t>ear.  and  deer.  Commercial  trapping  also  occurs  in  this  area.  This  proposed  Wilderness  is  near  the  commu- 
nity of  Tenakee  Springs,  whk:h  frequently  uses  the  area  for  recreatxxial  purposes. 

Recreation  Impacts  -  Wikjemess  designatk>n  coukj  limit  the  level  of  recreation  use  to  maintain  the  wilderness 
resource  for  solitude  and  a  primitive  recreation  experience.  Motorized  use,  except  for  subsistence  purposes, 
would  be  eliminated.  Any  restrkrtkXTS  woukj  be  costly  to  administer. 
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S<j6«l«t«nc«  •  H&avy  tubsistaoca  use  occurs  over  mott  of  tfw  ar»a. 

S<jb»l«t«nc«  Impacts  •  Opportunities  for  sofltude  or  a  pdmttve  recreabon  expenefx:^  wookJ  be  affected 
during  heavy  subsistence  use  penods.  Wikjemess  designation  would  ncc  affect  subsistence  use  over  the 
sfiort-tefTTu 

lfIsc«llanaoua  Impacts  -  Eliminates  administrative  access  between  False  Isiand  and  Comer  Bay  already 
partiaOy  roaded  (7  mSea). 


HR  987  Bill  and  An«iy«l« 


WllderneM  Study  Ar««  6:  Trap  Bay 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCir»  •  237 

Fdd«ral  Acreage  •  6,667 
Norvf  ttderal  Acreage  •  0 
Total  Acreage  -  6,667 

Land  Status  •  State  selection  proposed  in  public  review  process  as  a  State  recreation  area  recommended 
to  tie  dropped  tsy  the  Planning  Teara 

Fisheries  -  The  short  stream  in  this  VCU  has  high  fisheries  habAat  values  and  contnbutes  somewhat  to 
nortfiem  Southeast  Alasio  commercial  and  subsistence  fisheries.  The  area  is  used  occasionally  as  a  local 
recreational  fishery. 

Wlldllf s  •  This  VCU  has  high  wildlife  habitat  value.  Brown  bear  trophy  hunting  in  the  area  is  world  ciass.  Sitl^a 
black-tailed  deer  is  an  important  local  sutssistence  and  recreational  usars  resource. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Impacts  •  Wilderness  designation  would  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habftat  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  Wlldemess  designation  could  preclude  some  future 
fishefies  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum.  significantJy  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
such  opportunities  would  be  approved  for  deveiopmert. 

MlfMrala  Impacts  •  A  stone  quarry  occurs  on  the  western  txxjrxlary  the  unit  MineraTization  occurs  in  the 
southern  and  southwestern  side  of  the  uniL 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  • 

Suttablo  CFL  •  2,704  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  -  .65  mmM 

Transportation  Impacts  •  The  proposed  Wiidemess  would  prohibit  the  Trap  Bay  facility  for  transfer  of  logs 
with  associated  roads.  The  prefen-ed  aitemative  in  the  FEIS  for  the  86-90  Alaska  Pulp  Company  Op>erating 
Plan  was  to  constrxxa  a  road  connection  rather  tfian  construct  the  faalrties  for  log  transfer.  A  Wiidemess 
designation  would  block  this  alternative. 

Recreation  •  Trap  Bay  is  a  popular  ancfxxage  for  subsistence,  commercial  and  recreationaJ  fishing  boats. 
Upland  recreational  use  is  usually  in  connection  with  big  game  hunting.  No  public  recreation  faciTities  have 
been  developed.  This  area  receives  a  moderate  amount  of  recreational  use  from  the  community  of  Tenai<ee 
Springs,  located  across  Tenakee  Inlet 

Recreation  Impacts  -  Wiidemess  designation  wouW  have  no  heavy  effect  on  recreation  opportunities,  in  the 
short  term.  It  is  possible  that  future  recreatkjn  use  restrictions  may  be  necessary  to  maintain  Wiidemess 
characteristics. 


HR  M7  Bin  and  Anatytl* 


Sub«tet«nc«  •  A  moderate  arrxxjnt  o<  subsisteoca  use  occurs  over  most  ol  Ihe  area. 

Subsistenca  Impacts  •  Opportunities  for  solitude  or  a  primitive  recrBation  experience  could  be  affected 
duing  heavy  subsistence  use  periods.  Wilderness  designation  would  no(  affect  subsistence  use  over  the 
s^crt-C0^m. 

lflsc«flan«oua  Impacts  • 
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Sub«lst«nc«  -  A  moderate  amount  at  subsistence  usa  occurs  over  most  ol  rt»  area. 

Sub«ist*nc«  tmpacta  •  National  Forest  administered  iands  surrounding  prvate  lands  could  recetve  in- 
creased subsistence  use  i  Hobart  becomes  a  long^erm  stable  commuruty.  Subsistertce  use  could  Increase 
wtucti  mtgTtt  reduce  the  opportunity  for  solitude  in  certain  areas.  Presently  there  are  no  conflicts. 

Mlsc*flaneou«  Impacts  •  Eliminates  proposed  WOTiams  Cove  Term<rtai  Transfer  FacOy  site  for  proposed 
G2)ert  Bay  Sale.  Isolates  a  portion  VCU  74  including  Goldbeit  land.  An  active  cost-share  road  constnjction 
agraoment  with  Goldbeft  would  have  to  be  terminated. 
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WllderneM  Study  Area  8:  South  Kuiu 
(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VClTa  -  403,  408.  409,  410.  411.  412,  413.  414.  415.  416.  417.  418 

f9<i*rml  Acreaga  •  191,532 
Non-Federal  Acreage  •  33 
ToCai  Acreage  •  191,565 

Land  Statua  -  Federal  acreage  includes  two  11/87  State  selection  nominations.  One  dropped  by  Planning 
lean  and  the  No  Name  Bay  (approximately  3500  acres)  proposed  for  setedioa 

FlAh«<ia«  -  The  area  is  rated  as  having  high  value  fish  habitat  that  contnlxite  significantly  to  commercial 
fisheries  o<  southern  Southeast 

WBdnra  -  The  area  is  rated  as  having  medium  value  wildlife  habitat  Black  bear  and  furtjearers  in  the  area  are 
important  recreation  and  subsistence  resources.  The  area  is  currently  dosed  to  deer  hunting. 

Flah  and  Wildlife  Impact*  •  Wilderness  designation  would  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habftat  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  Wilderness  designation  could  preclude  some  future 
fisheries  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
such  opportunities  would  be  approved  for  development 

Mineral*  Impacta  -  Known  mineralization  includes  two  zinc  prospects  in  the  southwestern  sector  of  the  unit 

Timber  Harvest  Impacta  • 

Suitable  CFL  •  38,720  acres 
Annual  Volume  (mmM)  •  7.55  mmbf 

Com-  Additional  1 8,000  acres  o*  Operat>Je  CFL  in  VCU  403  if  the  allocation  were  to  cf\ange  in 
ment:         the  TLMP  Revisioa 

Transportation  Impacta  -  Transportation  connections  from  VCU  419  to  the  proposed  log  transfer  facilrty  in 
No  f^ame  Bay  would  be  precluded  by  this  proposal  VCUs  415,  416  and  417  are  included  in  the  study  area 
for  the 

APC  81-90  Supplemental  Environmental  Impact  Statement  Alternatives  for  meeting  the  harvest  committ- 
ments of  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation's  long  terni  contract  could  be  limited  in  scope  should  these  three  VCUs 
become  wilderness. 

TT«rB  is  a  mainhaul  road  through  the  Bay  of  Pillars  (VCU  403)  bordering  the  proposed  wildemess.  The  current 
Toogass  Land  Management  Plan  allocated  this  VCU  LUO  2,  maintaining  its  wikJland  character.  No  other  roads 
are  proposed  under  the  current  management  plan. 

Recreation  •  Area  is  adjacent  to  the  Tet^enkof  Wikiemess.  Associated  l^ays  and  coves  provide  ancfiorages 
for  subsistence  users,  commercial  fisherman  and  some  pleasure  boaters.  Planned  construction  of  a  trail  from 
Kefl  Bay  to  Table  Bay. 

Recreation  Impacta  •  Wildemess  designatkxi  could  reduce  the  opportunity  to  provide  private  recreation 
developments  through  special  use  permits.  In  the  k)ng-term.  recreation  use  might  t>e  limited  in  order  to 
rrraintain  the  Wildemess  environment  and  primitive  recreation  opportunities.  VCU  403.  although  adjacent  to 
existing  Tebenkof  Wildemess  does  not  connect  to  the  remaining  VCU's  of  this  proposal.  Wildemess  designa- 
tion may  restrict  future  recreational  developments  or  activities. 


HR  967  Bin  and  An«fy«is 


Sub«ist«nc«  •  A  moderate  amount  o<  subsistence  us«  occurs  ov«'  most  of  \t)e  arva,  primarily  from  tfw 
communrties  at  Kaka,  Point  Baker.  Port  Protectioa  and  cthen. 

Subcistanca  Impacta  •  Wilderness  designation  wouid  not  afTect  subststertca  use  over  the  short-^erm. 


HR  997  Bill  and  Anafytis 


WltdernoM  Study  Area  9:  Rocky  PaM 
(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VClTa  -  427,  428  (Both  LUO  10 

Faderai  Acreage  •  75,734 
Non-Federal  Acreage  •  634 
ToUl  Acreage  -  76,368 

Land  Status  -  Non-federal  acreage  includes  High  island  State  selectioa 

Fisheries  -  The  area  is  rated  as  having  moderate  value  fish  habitat  which  contributes  to  commercial  fisheries 
in  Fr©dericl<  Sound  and  Sumner  Strait 

wndlTf a  -  TTie  area  is  rated  as  having  high  value  wildlife  habrtaL  Sitka  black-tailed  deer,  black  bear,  furtsearers 
arxj  waterfowl  in  the  area  are  important  recreation  and  sutssistenca  resources.  The  area  is  currently  closed  . 
to  deer  hunting. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Impacts  -  Wilderness  designatksn  woukj  foreck^se  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habdat  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  WiWemess  designatkxi  could  preclude  some  future 
fisbenes  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
sucfi  opportunities  would  be  approved  for  development 

Minerals  Impacts  -  The  northern  end  of  the  unit  is  underlain  by  mineral  terranes.  There  is  a  good  possibility 
for  deposits  in  this  area. 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  - 

Suitable  CFL  •  0  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmt}f)  •  0  mmbf 

Com-         24,000  acres  Operable  CFL  in  the  area  i  the  aikx:ation  were  to  change  in  the  TLMP 
merit:  Revision 

Transportation  Impacts  -  No  transportatkDn  facilities  or  corridors  are  to  be  constructed  in  this  area  which  is 
to  be  managed  to  maintain  its  wildlarvj  characteristics  as  prescnljed  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan. 

Recreation  -  Significant  hunting  and  fishing  use  in  arxj  around  Big  John  Bay.  Forest  Service  publk:  recreation 
cabin  located  at  Big  John  Bay  (VCU  427),  with  trail  to  established  intenor  road  system  (FDR  6314)  which 
provides  access  to  other  road  systems  linking  to  the  community  o^  Kake. 

Recreation  Impacta  -  Wilderness  designation  coukj  restrict  current  use,  fadlity  improvements,  and  operation 
and  maintenance  of  existing  pubfic  use  facilities.  Administratksn  o<  publk:  use  would  need  to  be  increased 
to  maintain  Wilderness  environment 

Subsistence  -  Heavily  used  subsistence  area  by  the  community  of  Kake.  appx  15  miles  to  the  nortfi 

Subsistence  Impacts  -  Opportunities  for  solitude  or  a  primitive  recreaikxt  experience  could  be  affected 
during  heavy  subsistence  use  periods.  Wilderness  designation  woukJ  not  affect  sutsistence  use. 

Miscellaneous  Impacts  -  Eliminates  access  to  VCU  427.15  and  result  in  an  access  problem  for  the  North  Irish 
Creek  sale  under  contract  to  Alaska  Timt>er  Corp. 


HR  M7  Bill  tnd  Anafytii 


WI1d«rneM  Study  Ar«a  10:  W««t  Duncan  CanaJ 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCtr*  -  434,  435,  436,  438,  440,  448  (West  Duncan  Canal  and  Woewodski  Island) 

Federal  Acreage  •  134,627 
Non-^edaral  Acreage  -  53 

ToCai  Acreage  •  134,680  ^ 

Land  Statue  •  One  parcel  of  private  larxj  within  proposed  wilderness  boundary  (Woewodski  Island).  Home- 
ste  cSevek^pment  has  occured  on  the  southern  tip  of  Lindenburg  Peninsula  (Beecher  Pass)  and  the  east  skje 
of  the  Wrangeil  Narrows  through  the  State  of  Alaska  land  k^ttery  program.  The  waterfront  now  appears 
developed. 

Ralverias  •  These  VCU's  have  high  value  fish  habitat  Recreational  fisheries  for  coho  salmon,  steelhead  trout, 
and  cutthroat  trout  are  workj  dass.  The  crab  and  shrimp  fisheries  are  excellent  in  the  Duncan  Canal  area 

wndlTfa  -  The  area  has  high  value  wildlife  habitat  Black  bear,  Sitka  black-tailed  deer,  and  furt:earers  are 
important  subsistence  and  recreational  resources.  The  area  is  dosed  to  deer  hunting.  The  area  is  important 
migratory  waterfowl  habitat  The  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  classifies  the  area  as  Class  1  having 
high  wildlife  and  fisheries  value. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Impacts  •  Wndemess  designatxxi  would  foreclose  future  wikjiife  habitat  management/ 
habiat  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  Wilderness  designatkxi  could  preclude  some  future 
fisheries  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
sucfi  opportunities  would  be  approved  for  devetopment 

Uli>erals  Impacts  •  Known  mineraflzatkxi  occurs  There  are  10  known  deposits  including  3  past  producers 
including  the  Castle  Island  barite  deposit  Nearty  400  daims  were  active  in  1986  and  the  area  has  potential 
tor  further  dlscovery/productwa 

TIinb«r  Harvest  Impacts  • 

Suitabis  CFL  •  23,648  acres 
Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  •  4.64  mmbf 

Com>         Proposed  wikjemess  designatkxi  would  affect  the  Totem  T1mt>er  Sale, 
ment: 

Transportation  Impacts  -  The  planned  roads  from  Douglas  Bay  North  woukj  be  included  in  this  proposed 
Widemess.  On  the  East  skje  of  Wrangeil  Narrows,  existing  roads  and  non-federal  lands  appear  to  be 
'nduded  in  the  proposed  wilderness. 

Recreation  •  Area  adjacent  to  Petersburg  Creek  •  Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wildemess.  Area  heavily  used  by 
residents  of  Petersburg,  Excellent  fishing  and  hurrting  opportunities.  Motor  l>oat  use  common.  Three  historic 
mines  in  the  area,  tfiat  receive  visitor  use.  Forest  SerwKe  recreation  cabins  in  these  VCUs  are:  Kah  Sheets 
Bay.  Kah  Sheets  Lake,  Beecher  Pass,  Breilland  Skxjgh,  Castle  Flats,  Castle  River,  Harvey  Lake,  Towers  Arm 
and  Towers  Lake.  Maintained  trails  in  these  VCUs  are:  Castle  River  (.5  mile),  Harvey  Lake  (1  mile)  and  Kah 
Sheets  Lake  (Z5  mile). 

Recreation  Impacts  -  Wilderness  designation  could  Pimit  current  use  and  operation/maintenance  of  existing 
pubfic  use  facinties  in  order  to  maintain  a  Wilderness  environment  Management  intensity  of  the  public  use 


HR  M7  Bni  and  Anaiytia 


of  tfw  area  wocikj  b«  increased  to  maintain  the  opportune  fo  soiitude  and  a  primttivs  recreation  experience. 
Prssanc  use  reduces  oppoftunJhes  for  sofltuda  and  prMive  recreation  expehencas. 

Sut«ist«nc«  •  The  area  is  popiiar  for  subsistenca  gathering  in  part  due  to  the  cxxivenience  o<  the  nine  put^lic 
cabins  in  the  general  vidnity.  C^bira  are  used  In  conjunction  with  sut^sistenca  gathering  activities. 

SubsistarKs  impada  •  Opportunities  for  solitude  or  a  primitive  recreation  experienca  could  be  a/facted 
during  heavy  subsistence  use  periods.  Wilderness  designation  would  not  aflect  subsisterKa  use. 


HR  987  Bin  and  Analysis 


Wnderness  Study  Aroa  11:  South  Elolln  Island 
(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCLTs  •  471.  472.  473,  474  (afl  LUD  I  Release) 

Federal  Acreage  ■  83,642 
Noo-f  ederai  Acreage  •  0 
Totai  Acreage  •  83,642 

Latrd  Statue  •  1 1/87  State  selection  nomination  dropped.  Federal  acreage  includes  the  approved  McHenry 
Ancfiorage  State  selectkxv 

Fisheries  -  This  area  is  rated  as  having  moderate  value  fish  habitat  that  produces  significant  harvests  of  coho, 
pink,  and  chum  salmon  in  the  southern  Southeast  commercial  fisfieries. 

WITdllfe  -  The  area  is  rated  as  having  medium  value  wildlife  habitat  Sitka  black-tailed  deer,  black  bear,  and 
furbearers  in  the  area  are  important  recreation  and  subsistence  resources.  Elk  were  transplanted  to  Etoiin 
Island  in  cooperation  wdh  Alaska  Department  of  Ftsh  and  Game  and  may  establish  on  South  Etoiin  Island. 

Fleh  and  Wildlife  Impacts  -  WiWemess  designatkDn  would  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habitat  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  Wilderness  designation  could  preclude  some  future 
fislwies  devetopment  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  ttie  analysis  required  before  any 
such  opportunities  woirid  be  approved  for  devekspment 

Minerals  Impacts  -  Known  minerafizatkxi  underlies  the  unit  and  one  uranium  prospect  is  known  to  occur. 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  • 

Suitable  CFL  •  0  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmbO  •  0  MMty 

Com*  35.000  acres  of  operable  CFL  in  the  area  coukJ  be  available  if  the  allocation  were  to 
merit:         change  in  the  TLMP  Revisioa 

Transportation  Impacts  •  This  portkxi  of  Etoiin  Island  was  proposed  as  wilderness  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Ptaa  but  was  not  included  in  the  Alaska  National  Interest  Lands  Conservatkxi  Act  No  road 
corridors  are  involved. 

Recreation  •  Islands  at  southern  tip  of  Etoiin  Islarxj  provide  many  recreatknal  anchorages.  Excellent  deer 
hunting  and  t^eacficombing  opportunities.  Canoe  passage  provides  scenk:  route  for  small  boat  travel. 

Recreation  Impacts  •  Wikjemess  designation  woukj  have  little  effect  on  existing  recreation  opportunities,  in 
the  short  term.  It  is  possible  tfiat  future  recreation  use  restrictions  may  be  necessary  to  maintain  Wilderness 
characteristk^s. 

Subsistence  -  This  area  is  a  popular  sut>sistence  use  area  for  ihe  community  of  Wrangell,  and  others. 

Subsistence  Impacts  •  Opportunities  for  solitude  or  a  primitive  recreation  experience  could  be  atfecied 
during  heavy  sut>sistefx»  use  periods.  WiWemess  designation  woukj  not  affect  subsistence  use. 

Miscellaneous  Impacts  -  This  area  has  been  extensively  studied  for  maricufture  sites,  which  might  be 
precluded,  but  no  apparent  impact  on  adjacent  VCU's. 


HR  M7  Bin  and  Anatytia 


WITdarnaM  Study  Araa  12:  Naha  Rtver 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCtTa  -  74Z 

f^dfil  Acreaga  -  31,794 
Noo-Fedarai  Acreage  •  27 
Total  Acreaga  •  31,821 

Land  Status  •  Open  to  State  land  salectioa 

n»herlea  -  TTiis  area  has  high  value  fish  habrtat  Recreational  fisheries  for  coho  salnx>n,  steeihead  trout,  and 
cuttfiroat  trout  are  world  dass. 

wndllfe  -  The  area  has  high  value  wildlife  habitat  Black  t>ear,  Sitka  biack-tafled  deer,  and  furtDearers  are 
important  subsistence  and  recreational  resources.  The  Alaska  Department  o^  Fish  and  Game  classifies  the 
area  as  Class  1  having  high  wikjlrfe  and  fisheries  value. 

n«h  and  Wlldllfa  Impacts  -  Wikjemess  designatksn  would  foreckDse  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habiai  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  Wilderness  designaikxi  coukj  preclude  some  future 
fisheries  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantfy  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
suet)  opportunities  would  be  approved  for  devekDpment 

Minerals  Impacts  -  No  known  mineralizatkxL  ^ 
Timber  Harvest  Impacts  - 

Sultabis  CFL  -  0  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  -  0  mmb< 

Trainsportatlon  Impacts  -  This  proposed  wiWemess  includes  a  natural  corridof  for  possible  road  connection 
to  ttw  north  end  of  Revilla  Island,  Other  corridors  are  available,  but  road  mileage  ar>d  construction  costs  would 
be  considerably  greater. 

Recreation  -  This  Area  receives  a  conskJerable  amount  ci  fishing  pressure  on  the  steeihead  trout  in  the  Naha 
River  from  both  kxal  and  non-resident  sportfishing  visitors.  There  are  six  FS  public  recreation  cabins  which 
are  accessed  by  floatplane.  Frequently,  outboard  motors  are  used  on  skiffs  at  the  lakes.  The  Naha  trail  system 
is  used  extensively  by  visitors,  inckxJing  clients  of  the  Orten  Scout  Ranch  which  is  kx^ated  on  private  land 
WTttiin  the  Area. 

Recreation  Impacts  -  The  heavy  recreation  use  of  this  area  would  be  limited  and  administered  to  maintain 
the  Wilderness  resource.  This  is  an  area  that  is  more  of  a  recreation  opportunity  than  the  solitude  and  prrvitive 
expererience  of  Wilderness. 

Subsistence  •  The  area  is  within  the  City/Borough  boundary  of  Ketchikan.  Ketchikan  is  not  classified  as  a 
subsistence  community,  however  this  area  does  receive  some  sut)sistence  use  from  other  njral  communities. 

Subsistence  Impacts  -  Opportunfties  for  solitude  or  a  primitive  recreation  experience  could  be  affected 
during  heavy  subsistence  use  periods.  Wilderness  designation  woukj  not  affect  subsistence  use. 


HR  M7  Bill  and  Analytis 


WltdernoM  Study  Area  13:  Calder/Holbrook 
(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


-  527(TTie  portion  onfy  around  the  bssin  forming  Hole-in-  the-WaiO.  528(Westem  2/3rd),  531  (Southerly 
1/2).  536(Southerty  1/2).  537(West  sjde  G  Capitan  Passage),  541  (Easterly  2/3rd).  542,  548  and  549(West 
sxje  of  El  Capitan  Passage). 

F«<toraJ  Acreage  •  68,693 
Non-Federai  Acreage  -  0 
Total  Acreage  •  68,693 

Land  Status  -  State  selection  nomination  at  Hole  In  ITie  Wall  (500  acres)  recommended  in  State  Prince  of 
Wales  Area  Plan  Public  Review  Draft 

Rsheriee  -  This  area  is  rated  as  having  high  value  fish  habitat  that  contn'bute  significantly  to  Sumner  Strait 
convnercial  fisheries. 

WUdltfe  •  The  area  is  rated  as  having  medium  value  wildlife  habitat  Sitka  black-tailed  deer,  black  bear,  and 
furt^earers  in  the  area  are  important  recreation  and  subsistence  resources. 

Fleh  and  Wildlife  Impacts  -  Wilderness  designation  would  foreck>se  future  wikjTife  habitat  management/ 
habtlat  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  WiWemess  designaikxi  coukj  preclude  some  future 
fisheries  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  ^e  analysis  required  before  any 
sucfi  opportunities  woukj  t5e  approved  for  devekjpment 

Minerals  Impacts  -  Seven  mineral  deposits  are  known  in  the  unit  which  Indude  past  producers  of  marble  and 
zinc.  There  are  39  patented  daims  arvj  numerous  unpatented  daims.  The  area  has  potential  for  further 
discovery/producttoa  Limestone  is  found  througfvxjt  the  area. 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  • 

Suitable  CFL  -  18,821  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  -  4.53  mcTibf 

Transportation  Impacts  •  The  proposed  wiklemess  includes  lands  with  some  existing  roads. 

Recreation  -  VCU's  527,  528,  531.  536, 537, 542, 548  and  549  contain  no  developed  recreatkan  fadlities.  VCU 
541,  has  a  very  popular  upland  FS  publk:  recreatkxi  cat>in  accessible  from  saltwater.  El  Capitan  Passage  is 
a  dredged  inskje  passage  for  k>g  rafts  arxJ  commercial  fishing.  There  are  known  major  limestone  caves  within 
the  Area  that  have  potential  for  signrficar^  recreational  attractions  and  management  challenges. 

Recreation  Impacts  -  Existing  publk;  recreatkxi  cabins  are  authorized  in  ANILCA  Wikjemess'  as  are  a  number 
of  other  recreation  activities  and  facilities.  Little  impact  would  occur  on  the  recreation  activities,  however,  these 
activities  and  developments  may  diminish  the  opportunity  for  Wilderness  solitude  and  primitive  recreation 
experiences  envisioned  in  the  1 964  Wilderness  Act 


HR  M7  Bin  tnd  Analytls 


Sijb«J«t«nc«  •  A  sign(fk:an(  amoum  o<  subsisteoca  use  occurs  ovor  most  of  Tie  arm. 

Sub«ls1«nc«  lmp«ctj  •  Opportunities  fof  sditude  or  a  pdmitK/e  recreation  experienc«  could  be  a/Tected 
(Xmg  heavy  subsistence  use  periods.  Wilderness  designation  would  not  affect  subsisterKe  use. 


HR  987  Bill  ind  Analysis 


WIIderneM  Study  Area  14:  Sarkar  LakM 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCU'a  ■  554(8,938  acs.  deleted).  571.  572.  574,  and  577. 


Federal  Acreage  -  25,650 
Noo-f  ederai  Acreage  -  0 
Total  Acreage  •  25,650 

Land  Status  -  Open  to  State  selectkXL 

Fisheries  -  Ail  VCU's  have  high  value  fisheries  habitat  Sockeye  salmon  and  coho  salmon  production  is 
important  to  commercial,  sutjsistence.  and  recreatkanal  fisheries  in  the  area.  The  Alaska  Department  of  Fish 
and  Game  has  classified  the  area  as  a  Class  1  area  having  high  fish  and  wildlife  value. 

Wildlife  •  The  area  has  high  value  wikjlife  habitat  Sitka  black-tailed  deer,  black  bear,  and  furtsearers  are 
important  sut^istence  and  recreatxxial  resources. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Impacts  -  Wilderness  designatksn  would  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habitat  enhancement  opportunities  in  tftese  areas.  Wikjemess  designatkxi  coukj  preclude  some  future 
ftsl>eries  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  rninimum,  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
such  opportunities  would  be  approved  for  devetopment 

Minerals  Impacts  -  One  copper  sulfide  prospect  occurs  in  the  unit  and  there  are  active  unpatented  mining 
daims  in  the  area. 

Timber  Harvest  Impact*  - 

Suitable  CFL  -  0  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  -  0  mmbf 

Transportation  Impacts  •  This  proposed  wilderness  includes  VCU  554,  designated  to  t^e  managed  to 
maintain  its  wildland  character  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plaa 

Recreation  -  This  Area  is  very  popular  for  both  recreatkjnal  arxj  subsistence  huntir>g  and  fishing.  Canoeing 
the  Sarkar  Area  watercourses  and  lakes  is  a  rapidty  irvrreasing  put^lk:  use.  Two  FS  pubftc  recreation  cabins 
which  are  only  accessible  tjy  ftoatplane  are  within  this  Area  Outt5oard  motors  are  used  on  the  lakes.  The  Area 
is  bordered  lay  an  extensive  road  system  whk;h  receiveis  increasingly  heavy  motorized  recreation  use.  The 
sights  and  sounds  of  this  use  are  evident  Hiking  on  improved  and  unimproved  trails  from  the  road  system 
is  increasing  In  popularity. 

Recreation  Impacts  -  All  of  the  reaeation  activities  and  facilities  woukj  be  autfx>rized  under  ANILCA  Wilder- 
ness designation.  It  is  possible  that  future  recreation  use  restrictkxis  may  be  necessary  to  maintain  Wllder- 
r>ess  characteristics.  Opportunities  to  provide  some  services  to  recreation  users  might  be  forgone  if  the  area 
is  designated  Wilderness. 


HR  M7  Bin  tnd  Anafy«l« 


Sub«i«t«nc«  •T^»  area  is  popular  fofsubsisterK»  by  resicJerits  erf TTxxr^  and  other  rural  ' 

cxxnmunities  on  Prince  ot  Wales  Island  Road  along  the  border  ot  this  area  provides  easy  access  to  V 
subsistence  usen. 

Subttist0nc«  Impacts  •  Opportunities  for  solitude  or  a  primitive  recreation  experience  cocikj  be  affected 
dtring  heavy  subsistence  use  penods.  WUdemess  destgnaiion  would  nc<  affect  subsistence  use. 

lfIsc«naneou«  Impact*  • 


HR  987  Bill  and  Analysis 


Wlldarness  Study  Area  15:  Outsid*  Islands 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCirs  -  626.  627.  628.  567,  568.  569 

Federai  Acreage  -  98,572 
Noo-f  sdaral  Acreags  -  36 
Totai  Acrsags  -  96,609 

Lsnd  Status  •  The  State  Princs  of  Wales  Area  Plan  included  three  nominations  on  Baker  and  Noyes  Islands. 
TT)ese  were  not  recommended  due  to  public  oppositioa 

Fl3h«rlas  •  ITiis  area  is  rated  as  having  moderate  value  fish  habitat  that  produces  coho,  pink,  and  chum 
salmon  in  the  southern  Southeast  commercial  fisheries. 

WDdllfs  •  The  area  is  rated  as  having  medium  value  wildlife  habitat  Sitka  t^k-tailed  deer,  black  bear,  and 
furt>earers  in  ihe  area  are  important  recreation  and  subsistence  resources. 

Fish  and  Wlldllfa  Impacts  •  Wilderness  designation  would  foreclose  future  wikjiife  habitat  management/ 
habitat  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  Wilderness  designatkxt  coukj  preclude  some  future 
fisheries  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
sucfi  opportunities  would  t>e  approved  for  devetopment. 

Ulnerats  Impacts  •  Known  mineralizatkxi  consists  o(  S  or  6  metals  deposits.  There  are  also  several  unpatent- 
ed daims  present 

Tlmbar  Harvast  Impacts  • 

Suitable  CFL  -  18.569  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  -  3.51  mmbf 

Transportation  Impacts  -  Little  planning  for  transportation  has  occuaed  on  tfiese  iarxis  except  as  was  done 
with  the  State  of  Alaska  South  West  Prince  of  Wales  Tideland  Plan.  With  the  exceptkxi  of  Noyes  Islarxj,  access 
was  provided  to  these  lands. 

Recrastion  •  Little  recreation  activity.  Steamboat  Bay  used  t3y  fisherman  as  anchorage.  A  public  use  facility 
is  planned. 

Recreation  Impacts  •  Wilderness  designation  would  have  little  effect  on  existing  recreation  activities.  ANILCA 
authorizes  cabins  and  shelters  for  put>lk:  health  and  safety  within  Wikjemess. 

Subsistence  •  Some  upland  sut^sisterKre  use  occurs. 

Subsistence  Impacts  -  Wilderness  designation  would  not  affect  subsistence  use  over  the  short-term. 
Miscellaneous  Impacts  -  No  apparent  impact  on  adjacent  VCU's. 


HR  987  Bill  ind  Anary«i« 


Wlldem«M  Study  Aret  16:  Karta  Rtv«r 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCir«  -  605,  606.  607.  608 

F«d«ral  Acraag*  -  39,331 
Noo-Fodaral  Acrsag*  •  5 
Tatai  Acraag*  -  39,386 

Lmd  Status  •  Open  to  State  land  selection.  PropcsaJ  includes  a  small  parcel  of  Native  Corporation  land. 

Rsh«daa  •  Ail  VCU's  have  high  value  fisheries  habitat  Sockeye  salmon  and  coho  saimon  production  is 
important  to  commercial,  subsistence,  arxJ  recreational  fisheries  in  the  area  The  Alasl<a  Department  of  Ftsh 
and  Game  has  classified  VCU  607  as  a  Class  1  area  having  high  fish  and  wildlife  value. 

WUdOre  •  VCU  607  has  high  value  wildlife  habitat  VCU  608  has  medium  value  wildlife  habitat  Sitka  biack- 
taSed  deer,  black  tsear.  and  furbearers  are  important  subsisterx^e  and  recreatk^nal  resources. 

Rsh  and  Wlldltfa  Impacts  -  Wikjemess  designatkxi  woukj  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management' 
habiai  enhancemert  opportunities  in  these  areas.  WiWemess  designatkan  could  preclude  some  future 
fishenes  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
such  opportunities  would  be  approved  for  development 

MIn«rals  Impacts  •  Known  minerafizatkxi  arxl  Historic  District  with  5  mineral  deposits  including  a  past  gold 
producer. 

Timber  t-larvest  Impacts  • 

SuitabIa  OR.  •  0  acres 

Annual  Volums  (mmbf)  -  0  mmbf 

Trartsportatlon  Impacts  -  This  area  was  recommended  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  for  wilderness 
txit  was  not  included  in  ANILCA  The  State  Alaska  has  kjentified  a  potential  road  corridor  through  the  Karta 
area  to  connect  at  Tolstoi  Bay. 

Recreation  -  Very  popular  recreatksn  area  used  by  reskjents  and  visitors.  Four  Forest  Servk»  recreatkxi 
cabins  are  so  heavily  used  in  the  Karta  system,  reservations  are  selected  by  a  tottery  system.  Heavy 
subsistence  use. 

Racraatlon  Impacts  •  This  area  already  receives  heavy  publk:  use.  Wilderness  designation  would  increase 
use  pressure,  diminishing  the  quality  of  Wikdemess  experience.  Puljik:  use  woukJ  need  to  be  restricted. 
Operatton  and  maintenance  of  publk;  facilities  coukj  be  constrained. 

Subsistence  •  Very  popular  and  heavily  used  for  subsistence  activities. 

Subslfftence  Impacts  -  Subsistence  use  takes  priority  over  put>lic  hunting  and  fishing.  Wilderness  designa- 
tkxi  could  result  in  conflicts  t)etween  the  general  user  and  sut>sistence  activiaiies.  Regulation  of  both  activrties 
fTiight  be  necessary  at  some  point 

Miscellaneous  Impacts  -  The  proposal  woukj  eliminate  access  to  VCU's  596  and  597. 


HR  987  Bill  and  Anaryalt 


WllderneM  Study  Area  17:  Nutkwa 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCtTa  -  685.  686,  688,  689 

F«d«rai  Acreage  •  52,654 
Non-Federal  Acreage  -  20 
TotM  Acreage  •  52,674 

Land  Status  •  State  South  Prince  of  Wales  Area  Plan  Included  two  nominations.  The  Mal^l  Bay  selection 
(1150  acres)  is  recommended  and  the  other  was  dropped. 

Fisheries  •  All  VCU's  are  rated  as  having  very  high  value  fish  habitat  Sockeye  and  coho  salmon  production 
is  significant  VCU  685  is  classified  tsy  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  as  a  Class  1  area  having 
high  fish  and  wildlife  value.  Subsistence  use  of  sockeye  salmon  is  significant 

Wlldltfe  •  VCU  685  is  rated  as  having  high  value  wildlife  habitat  VCU  686  is  rated  as  medium  value  wildlife 
habAat  Sitka  black-tailed  deer  and  furbearers  are  important  recreation  and  subsistence  resources  in  the  area 

FTsh  and  Wlldltfe  Impacts  -  Wilderness  designation  would  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habdai  enhar»cement  opportunities  in  tfiese  areas.  Wikjemess  designatkxi  couW  preclude  some  future 
fisheries  devekJpmert  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any 
sucfi  opportunities  woukJ  be  approved  for  devetopment 

Ulnarals  impacts  -  Five  mineral  properties  occur  including  one  past  producer.  Most  are  copper  sulfide  and 
kxJe  gold  occurances.  One  daim  is  patented. 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  • 

Suitabis  CFL  -  12.526  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  •  Z83  mmbf 

Transportation  Impacts  -  Planning  for  access  of  these  lands  has  occurred  with  the  State  of  Alaska  Southwest 
Prince  of  Wales  Island  Tidelands  Plaa  Cooperative  devekjpment  t>etween  Natkxjal  Forest  lands  and  private 
tands  was  foreseen  at  that  time,  and  planned  accordingly. 

Recreation  •  Area  receives  Tight  recreatkxi  use  a  present  Area  txxders  South  Phrx»  of  Wales  to  the  east. 

Recreation  Impacts  -  Area  is  adjacent  to  private  land.  Wikjemess  designatkxi  could  increase  recreation  use 
of  area. 

Subsistence  •  A  moderate  amount  of  sut^istence  use  occurs  primarily  from  the  community  of  Hydaburg  and 
others. 

Subsistence  Impacts  -  Opportunities  for  soTrtude  or  a  primitive  recreation  experience  would  not  be  affected 
by  subsistence  activities.  Wildemess  designatk>n  would  not  affect  subsistence  use  over  the  short-term. 

Miscellaneous  Impacts  - 


HR  987  Bill  and  An«fy«lt 


WIldernoM  Study  Area  18:  K«gan  Laka 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCLTs  -  884 

Fedefai  Acraaga  -  24,655 
Non-federal  Acreage  •  335 
Total  Acreage  •  24,990 

Land  Statu*  •  Open  to  State  land  selectioa 

n«h«rie«  -  This  VCU  has  high  value  fish  habitat  RecreationaJ  fisheries  for  coho  salmon,  steelhead  trout,  and 
rainbow  trout  are  world  class. 

Wlldnfa  -  T^ie  area  has  high  value  wildlife  hatsitat  Black  bear,  Sitka  black-tailed  deer,  and  furbearers  are 
important  subsistence  and  recreational  resources.  The  area  is  important  migratory  waterfowl  habitat  The 
Alaska  Department  ot  Ftsfi  and  Ganne  classifies  the  area  as  Class  1  having  high  wildlife  and  fisheries  value. 

Rah  and  Wildlife  Impacts  •  Wikjemess  designatkxi  woukj  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
hab*at  enhancement  opportunities  in  these  areas.  Wilderness  designatkxi  could  preclude  some  future 
fislTefies  development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  tfie  analysis  required  before  any 
sucn  opportunities  woukj  be  approved  for  devekspment 

MIn«rala  Impacta  -  Known  mineralization  and  Historic  District  includes  past  producing  copper  and  marble 
mines  o^  some  importance.  There  are  30  patented  claims  in  the  unit  as  well  as  numerous  unpatented  claims. 
There  is  a  high  potential  for  further  discovery/production. 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  • 

Suitable  CFL  •  0  acres 

Annual  Volume  (mmM)  •  0  mmb( 

Transportation  Impacts  -  No  roads  have  been  planned  in  this  VCU  identified  to  be  managed  to  maintain  its 
wifcland  cfiaracteristks  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plaa 

Recreation  -  Heavily  used  by  recreatkDnists  for  sportfishing  and  hunting,  Recreatioo  facilities  consist  ot  two 
put>6c  recreatkxi  cabins,  trails  and  mooring  buoy.  Area  is  adjacent  to  South  Prince  of  Wales  Wilderness. 

Recreation  Impacta  •  Wilderness  designation  would  attract  more  users  to  this  area,  diminishing  the  quality 
0*  wilderness  experience.  Some  use  restrictions  may  t>e  necessary  to  maintain  Wilderness  experience. 

Subsistence  •  A  very  popular  subsistence  use  area  from  nearby  rural  communities. 

Subsistence  Impacts  -  Opportunities  for  solitude  or  a  primitive  recreatkxi  experience  could  be  affected 
during  heavy  sutjsistence  use  periods.  Wilderness  designation  woukj  not  affect  subsistence  use  over  the 
sixart-term. 


HR  967  Bill  and  Ancfysis 


Wilderness  Study  Area  19:  Anan  Creek 
(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VOJ  -  522  (LUD  II) 

Federal  Acreage  •  33,415 
NooFederai  Acreage  •  0 
Total  Acreage  -  33,415 

Land  Statu*  -  Open  to  Stale  land  seleaion.  but  none  proposed.  Native  selection  proposed  at  mouth  of  Anan 
Creek,  where  there's  an  historical  use  site.  A  power  transmission  line  for  the  Tyee  Hydroelectrk:  Project 
crosses  the  Area 

Fisheries  -  The  Anan  Creek  system  is  one  of  the  premier  salmon  producing  streams  in  Southeast  Alaska 
There  are  two  large  lakes  on  the  west  fork  of  this  system  supporting  sockeye,  cxjtthroat  and  rainbow  trout 
arxj  Dolly  Vardea  This  system  supports  one  of  the  largest  runs  of  pink  salmon  in  Southeast  Alaska  with 
annual  escapements  averaging  more  than  1 00,000  fish.  The  area  supports  a  large  commercial  fishery,  as  well 
as  growing  recreational  fishing.  A  fish  ladder,  constrxjcted  iaie  1970*s  in  cooperation  with  the  State  of  Alaska 
aOows  migrating  salnrnwi  to  access  spawning  grounds  above  the  lower  fafe. 

WDdllfa  -  The  area  is  conskJered  to  have  medium  value  wildlife  habitat  Deer,  black  bear,  and  grouse  are 
important  recreatkxi  and  subsistence  resources.  Anan  Creek  is  also  an  important  wildlife  viewing  area  for 
)oc3l  residents  and  tourists. 

Fl*h  and  Wildlife  Impacts  -  Wilderness  designatk^n  wouW  foreck3se  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habitat  enhancement  opportunities  in  this  area  Wilderness  designaikxi  couW  preclude  some  future  fisheries 
de^^elopmerrt  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimurrv  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any  such 
opportunities  woukJ  be  approved  for  devekspment 

Minerals  Impacts  •  Open  to  mineral  entry  but  no  potential  identified. 

Timber  Harvest  Impscts  - 

Suitable  CFL-  0 

Annual  Volume  (MMBF):  0 

Con»-         1700  acres  o<  Operable  CFL  in  the  area 
mend 

Transportation  Impacts  •  Unroaded,  trail  present  No  impacts. 

Recreation  -  VCU  522  has  a  LUD  II  designation  and  includes  Anan  Bay,  Anan  Creek  and  Anan  Lake.  The 
recreational  attn'butes  of  this  area  are  heavily  utilized  by  local  and  non-resident  visitors.  Public  use  facilities 
in  the  area  include  a  FS  recreation  cabin,  a  popular  bear  viewing  obsen/atory  and  maintained  trails.  Other 
facjTities  include  an  unmaintained  cabin  and  trails.  There  are  eigfit  outfiaer/gukJes  operating  in  the  area 
authorized  by  FS  special  use  permit  A  mooring  buoy  kxated  in  Anan  Bay  ts  heavily  used  by  txsats  travelling 
the  Inside  Passage. 

Recreation  Impacts  -  Wilderness  designatk5n  couki  increase  use  of  this  area  to  a  point  that  restrictions  would 
need  to  be  implemented  and  administered.  Heavy  use  reduces  the  quality  ot  Wilderness  experience  which 
is  presently  occuring. 


HR  997  Bin  tnd  Anaty^ 


Subsistence  •  This  a  very  popular  sutoistence  area. 

SubsUtence  Impacta  •  Wikjemess  designation  coukj  increase  use  of  t^6  area,  resulting  in  conflicts  that  could 
arise  between  subsistence  users  arxJ  recreation  users.  WlkJemess  cJesignation  woukJ  noc  affect  subsistence. 

ICscsilaneoua  Impicta  •  None 


HR  987  Bill  and  Analyala 


Wlldemet*  Study  Area  20:  PX  Adolphus/Mud  Eay 
(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCirS  ■  191, 192. 193(2/3).  194. 195. 196 

Federal  Acraaga  •  73,346 
Noo-f  ederai  Acreage  •  178 
Total  Acreage  •  73,524 

Land  Status  •  Open  to  State  land  selection,  but  none  proposed. 

n«lMrie«  -  Pt  Adciptius/Mud  Say  have  many  inland  lakes  and  other  water  areas  important  to  both  anadro- 
mous  and  residerv  fish.  TTiis  area  supports  important  subsistence,  recreational,  and  commerciaJ  fishenes. 
Coho.  sockeye,  pink  and  chum  salmon,  cutthroat  trout,  and  Ooity  Varden  utJize  the  spawning  and  rearing 
area  within  this  system.  Pink  and  chum  salmon  are  periodically  abundant  with  high  pink  salmon  escapements 
on  odd  years  and  Otter  Lake  reportedly  receives  runs  of  Sockeye  salmon  and  cutthroat  trout.  Dolly  Varden 
are  abundant  throughout  the  system  with  two  to  three  pounders  being  common. 

WQiillfe  •  The  many  inland  and  coastal  wetlartd  areas  provide  important  waterfowl  habitats.  The  estuarine 
areas  of  Mud  Bay  are  particulariy  important  to  brown  bears.  The  upland  areas  are  important  to  pine  martin 
and  alpine  areas  provkje  important  deer  summer  range.  Beaver  populations  are  found  throughout  the  area 

Fifth  and  Wildlife  Impacts  -  Wikjemess  designation  would  foreck)sa  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
fabiat  enhancement  opportunities  in  this  area  Wilderness  designatkxi  cotJd  preclude  some  future  fisheries 
devetopment  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantfy'ficrease  the  arraJysis  required  before  any  such 
opportunities  woukj  be  approved  for  devetopment 

Ulnerals  Impacts  -  Open  to  mineral  entry  with  occurrences  of  epigentk:  and  po^metalic  vein  as  well  as 
(fisseminated  deposits. 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  • 

Suitable  CFL- 18,491 
Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  -  4.09 
Transportation  Impacts  •  No  impact  c^her  than  access  for  timber  harvest 

Recreation  -  Recreation  use  of  this  Area  is  by  sport  and  subsistence  hunting  with  upland  use  by  commercial 
arxj  sportfishing  visitors  wt)o  arx:txx-up  in  Mud  Bay,  Idaho  Inlet  and  the  various  smaller  unnamed  t^ays  and 
t)Aes  along  the  seacoast 

Recreation  Impacts  •  Wikjemess  designatkxi  would  increase  interest  and  use  of  this  area 

Subsistence  •  The  area  is  popular  with  subsistence  users  from  Elfin  Cove  and  other  communities. 

Subsistence  Impacts  -  Conf1k:ts  between  sut>sistence  users  and  recreation  users  may  arise.  Wilderness 
designation  woukj  not  affect  sutksistence  use. 

Miscellaneous  Impacts  - 


HR  987  Bill  «nd  Analysis 


Wilderness  Study  Ares  21:  Pteasant/Lemesurler  Islands 

(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCirS  -  185,186 

Federal  Acreage  •  18,925 
Noo-Federal  Acreage  •  44 
Total  Acreage  •  18,971 

Land  S(atus  •  Open  to  State  land  selection,  but  none  proposed.  There  are  two  private  holdings  totaling  46 
acras  on  the  south  side  o<  Lemesurier  Island. 

Rsherlea  -  There  are  no  major  fish  streams  on  these  islands. 

WDdllfa  -  These  islands  are  considered  to  have  medium  value  wildlife  habitat  The  islands  do  provide  good 
deer  and  grouse  habitat  and  deer  and  grouse  are  important  recreation  and  subsistence  resources. 

nsh  and  Wildlife  Impacts  •  WUdemess  designation  would  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habiat  enhancement  opportunities  in  this  area. 

Minerals  Impacts  -  Open  to  mineral  entry  with  occurrences  of  eptgentic  and  potymetaiic  vein  as  well  as 
cfisseminated  deposits  on  Lemesurier  Isiarxl 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  •  . 

Suitable  CFL  -  0 
Annual  Volume  (mmty)  -  0 
Transportation  Impacts  •  No  impact 

Recreation  -  VCU  185  has  been  proposed  as  a  Research  Natural  Area.  Upland  use  by  recreation  visitors  is 
casual  and  in  connection  with  commercial  and  sport  fishing.  The  area  is  composed  of  two  small  islands  in 
Icy  Strait  near  the  communities  of  Gustavus,  Elfin  Cove,  and  Hoonah.  Presentfy  the  area  is  being  managed 
tor  semi-primitive  roadless  recreation  opportunities. 

Recreation  Impacts  •  The  two  islands  are  small  arxd  njgged.  They  would  t>e  increasingly  visited  if  designated 
as  Wilderness,  which  may  cause  some  conflicts  with  subsistence  users. 

SutMlstence  •  Some  subsistence  use  occurs. 

Subsistence  Impacts  •  Wilderness  designation  would  not  affect  subsistence  use. 
Miscellaneous  Impacts  • 


HR  987  Bill  and  Analysis 


Wndern«s«  Study  Area  22:  Sullivan  Island 
(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCU  -  94 

F«d«rai  Acreags  -  4,032 
Non-federal  Acreage  •  0 
Total  Acreage  -  4,032 

Land  Status  •  Includes  all  the  island  except  the  approved  State  selection  (600  acres). 

Fislierles  -  There  are  no  major  fish  streams  on  this  island.  There  are  no  known  anadromous  and  few  resident 
fish  populations  inhabiting  SulFivan  Island.  Sculpin,  Stickleback.  ar»d  Dolly  Varden  may  be  found  in  the  limited 
fresh  waters  areas  on  the  island. 

WQditfe  -  The  island  has  good  wikiflife  habitat  for  several  species.  Sitka  black-tailed  deer  inhabit  the  island 
and  use  beach  areas  during  periods  at  high  snow  fall.  Sixteen  t^ald  eagle  nests  have  been  active  recently 
near  the  island  coast  The  island  also  supports  populatkxis  of  mink  and  pine  martia 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Impacts  -  Wikjemess  designatkxi  woukj  forecksse  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
fiabftat  enhancement  opportunities  in  this  area  WikJemess  designaikxi  coukJ  preclude  some  future  fisheries 
development  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  significantly  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any  such 
opportunities  wouW  be  approved  for  devek)pmenL 

MInarals  Impacts  -  Open  to  mineral  entry,  but  no  potential  identified. 

Timber  Harvest  Impacts  • 

Suitable  OR.  •  2.668 

Annual  Volume  (mmbO  -  0.35 
Transportation  Impacts  •  No  impact. 

Recreation  •  Light  recreatkxi  use  by  kayakers  and  residents  of  Haines  occurs. 

Rocrestlon  Impacts  •  Wilderness  designatk^n  woukj  forego  the  opportunity  to  provide  publk:  /  private 
recreation  facilities  and  servx:es  on  the  island  as  use  increases.  The  approved  State  selection  are  within  VCU 
94  coukJ  eventually  become  a  community  inside  or  adjacent  to  WikJemess. 

Subsistence  -  Some  subsistence  use  occurs  by  residents  of  the  rural  community  of  Haines  and  others. 

Subsistence  Impacts  •  Wilderness  designation  would  not  affect  subsistence  use  over  the  short-term. 
Eventually  there  may  be  a  rural  community  developed  on  the  approved  State  selected  land.  In  this  event  there 
could  be  conflicts  between  sutjsistence  users  of  this  community  and  Wilderness  use. 

Miscellaneous  Impacts  • 


HR  987  Bill  and  Anafysls 


WIldorneM  Study  Area  23:  Port  Houghton/Sanborn  Canal 
(RESOURCE  ASSESSMENTS  ASSUME  AREAS  ARE  MANAGED  AS  WILDERNESS) 


VCU'S  -  79,84 

F9<iarzi  Acreaga  •  53,915 
Non-Federal  Acreage  •  0 
ToUl  Acreage  •  53,915 

Land  Statu*  -  Open  to  State  land  selection,  txjt  none  proposed.  Federal  acreage  includes  approximately 
3.0OO  acres  on  which  subsurface  estate  was  patented  to  the  Sealaska  Corporation. 

Flsfterles  -  Rusty,  Roberts  Island  and  Negro  Creeks  constitute  the  major  fish  producing  systems.  The 
principle  commercial  species  include  pink,  chum  and  coho  salmon  with  steelhead,  rainbow  trout  and  Dolly 
Varden  providing  opportunities  for  sport  fishing  which  however,  is  presently  very  limited.  This  Area  support 
commercial  salmon,  crab  and  halibut  fisheries. 

WlldUf*  -  These  areas  are  conskjered  to  have  high  value  wildlife  habitat  and  have  high  populations  of  black 
t^ear^,  mountain  goats,  and  eagle  nests.  High  waterfowl  populations  use  the  inland  and  coastal  wetland 
areas.  Deer  populations  in  both  areas  are  currentty  k3w. 

F\»h  and  Wildlife  Impact*  -  Wilderness  designatksn  would  foreclose  future  wildlife  habitat  management/ 
habitai  enhancement  opportunities  in  ttiis  area.  Wilderness  designation  coukj  preclude  some  future  fisheries 
deveiopment  opportunities,  or  at  a  minimum,  signifrcantJy  increase  the  analysis  required  before  any  such 
opportunities  woukJ  be  approved  for  devetopment 

Mineral*  Impact*  -  Open  to  mineral  entry  with  occurrences  of  epigentk:  and  polymetalic  vein,  massive 
sulfides  as  well  as  disseminated  deposits. 

Tlmb«r  Harvest  Impact*  - 

Suitable  CFL  -  7,958 
Annual  Volume  (mmbf)  -  1 .27 
Transportation  Impact*  •  No  impact 

Recreation  -  Recreation  and  sutssistence  use  of  this  Area  is  increasing  due  to  the  extensive  development  and 
ksgging  community  in  the  Hobart  Bay  area,  ten  miles  to  the  north.  Upland  use  of  the  Tongass  National  Forest 
is  gerieralty  in  connection  with  commercial  arxl  sport  fishing.  Some  sport  and  subsistence  hunting  occurs. 
VCU  79  Is  adjacent  to  the  Tracy  Arm-Fords  Terror  Wilderness.  This  proposed  area  is  contiguous  with  Area 
7-CTxx:k  River. 

Recreation  Impacts  -  Little  immediate  impact  on  recreation  activities  as  a  result  of  Wilderness  designation. 
With  residential  development  In  Hotjart  Bay  and  private  land  at  Port  Houghton,  use  would  increase. 

Subsistence  •  Light  subsistence  use  presently  occurs.  TTiis  use  will  increase  with  the  further  development 
of  private  lands  at  Hobart  Bay  -  Port  Houghton.  Residents  will  need  to  qualify  for  subsistence  status. 

Subsistence  Impacts  -  Wilderness  designatkxi  would  not  affect  subsistence  use. 

Miscellaneous  Impacts  • 


.ent.  Nc. 


Tongass  compromise  endorsed 


Governor  Steve  Covr-per  haa  an- 
nounced his  endorsement  of  key  provi- 
sjons  of  a  compromise  on  the  Tongass 
National  Forest  supported  by  elected 
Southeast  government  officials,  fisher- 
men, and  Native  leaders. 

Cowpcr  said  the  compromise  pro- 
posed by  the  Southeast  Conference's 
Tongass  Commincc  is  "fair  and  reason- 
able and  realisQcally  takes  into  account 
Che  politicaJ  situation  in  Washington. 
D.C." 

"Alaska  cannot  sit  by  and  let  a  rad- 
ical bill  get  pushed  through  Congress 
or  perhaps  be  attached  to  ANWR 
legislation,"  said  the  Governor,  who 
spent  a  week  in  Washington  meeting 
with  key  officials  on  Tongass.  "We've 
got  to  make  sure  such  legislation 
doesn't  decimate  the  economy  and 
the  people  of  Southeast  .Alaska.  I  be- 
lieve this  compromise  meets  that  test." 

At  issue  arc  proposed  changes  to 
the  Alaska  National  Interest  Lands 
Conservation  Act  that  directly  affect 
people  who  live  in  the  Tongass  Forest 
A  committee  of  the  Southeast  Confer- 
ence has  proposed  a  compromise, 
subsequently  endorsed  by  the  Confer- 
ence Board  on  February  20th.  between 
strict  conservationist  legislation  and 
that  supported  by  the  timber  mdustry. 

The  Conference  is  composed  of  local 
elected  government  officials  and  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  members  of  South- 
east communities. 

The  Governor  said  he  especially  en- 
dorses the  compromise  provisions  that 
guarantee  balanced  multiple  use  man- 
agement and  appropriate  enough  mon- 
ey to  supply  the  market  demand  up 
to  4J  billion  board  feet  of  timber  per 
decade.  He  said  the  compromise  also 
protects  in  non-wilderness  status  im- 
portant'Qsh  and  wildlife  areas  identi- 
fied by  local  communities  and  provides 
for  an  economic  diversification  program 
to  stimulate  local  economics 

Cowper  said  his  chief  concern  is 
protecting  the  jobs  of  Southeast  res- 
idents who  rely  on  the  national  forest. 


and  that  key  elements  of  the  compro- 
mise attempt  to  do  that. 

The  Governor  cnficizcd  radical  bills 
introduced  in  Congress  that  would 
cancel  long-term  timber  contracts, 
create  1.7  million  additional  acres  of 
wilderness,  and  repeal  the  4.5  billion 
board  feet  timber  supply. 

Cowper  said  his  visit  to  Washington 
made  it  clear  "that  the  tram  is  leaving 
the  station  on  the  Tongass.  We  cannot 
afford  to  stand  around  and  pretend 
things  will  get  better  because  we'll  be 
left  at  the  station." 

He  said  that  he  continues  to  review 
a  progressive  regional  economic  devel- 
opment proposal  made  by  the  Sealaska 
Corporation,  which  seeks  to  strengthen 
Southeast's  economy.  He  also  said  he 
will  continue  to  work  with  the  state's 
congressional  delegation  to  finc-aine 
Alaska's  strategy  on  Tongass. 

The  Governor's  views  were  delivered 
to  the  House  Intenor  and  Agnculnjre 
committees  in  Washington  last  week. 
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ALA  announces 
Tongass  position 


\'bO        01<%S  O^itiO  Otxo 
By  KERRY  WATSON 
Daily  News  Stiff  Writer 
Alaska    Loggers    Associatioo  on 
Friday    released    its    own  policy 
statement  on  Tongass  legislation. 
>  The  board  of  directors  spent  two 
days  reviewing  Tongass  legislation 
policy  in  developing  the  statement, 
according  to  a  press  release  from 
ALA. 

,  The  policy  statement  was  drafted 
after  ALA  members  came  back  from 
the  U.S.  House  Interior  and 
Agriculture  Gsmmittee  hearings  last 
week  on  the  Tongass.  After  "re- 
viewing the  concerns  of  communides 
expressed  through  the  Southeast 
Gjnfarencc  and  others,  we  decided 
to  take  a  fresh  look  at  our  position 
concerning  Tongass  legislation,"  said 
board  president  Virgil  Soderberg. 

It  is.  .time  jtjyt  ALA.  the  Southeast 
Alaska  Conxrvation  Coiinfil, — J^»- 
^uthcMt.  Conferesoe,  and  the  State 
qf  Alaska,  work  with  the  Alaska 
Congressional  Delegation  "to  forge 
^  All  Alaska'  position  to  present  to 
(^ngress,  '  said  Soderberg. 

The  loggers'  association  seeks  a 
Tongass  Dili  that  'meets  the  con- 
cerns of  the  majority  of  people  in 
Southeast  Alaska,  namely  protects 
the  economic  well-being  of  the 
people  and  Southeast  Alaska  com- 
mumties  associated  with  the  forest 
products  industry;  the  resources  of 
the  forest  used  by  other  Southeast 
Alaskans  for  their  livelihood-namely 
commercial  fishing  and  tourism;  and 
mamtains  the  subsisteace,  hunting 
and  recreational  resources  of  the 
Tongass  National  Forest,"  according 
to  the  ALA  release. 

Firm  on  4.5 

ALA  recommends  that  the  U.S. 
Forest  Service  be  allowed  to  make 
available  4.5  billion  board  feet  of 
timber  per  decade  "subject  to 
ongomg  and  annual  review  to  meet 
timber  indsutry  needs  based  on 
market   demand,    industry  capacity 


and  economics."  However,  the 
policy  siaies  that  the  loggers 
association  doesn't  support  the  con- 
cept of  'mandated'  cut.  "The  ALA 
believes  harvest  levels  should  be 
driven  by  economics,  markets  and 
sound  principles  of  forestry,"  reads 
the  policy  statement. 

The  Tongass  policy  statement 
addresses  individual  contracts. 
"Perceived  problems"  with  contracts 
"should  not  drive  legislation  which 
can  have  far-reaching  impacts  on  the 
people  and  the  communities  of 
Southeast  Alaska,"  it  reads.  Those 
matters  should  be  handled  by  the 
federal  government  and  the  private 
party,  according  to  the  statement. 

The  Tongass  policy  statement  calls 
for  "intensive  management  monies 
of  up  to  $18  million  per  year  needed 
to  access  marginal  timber  stands^  " 
-Th«-  ioooay<  wptilA  h*  ■  fiihject  to  the 
«nnniil  appropriations  process,  ac- 
cording to  the  statement. 

ALA  is  cridcal  of  the  time  a  timber 
sale  takes  from  conception  to  its 
award  -  four  to  seven  years.  Steps 
to  hasten  the  process  by  streamlining 
the  appeals  process  are  listed  in  the 
policy. 

Six  grudging  areas 
ALA  is  opposed  to  new  land 
allocations  prior  to  the  completion  of 
the  Tongass  Land  Management. 
However,  if  Congress  decides  to 
allocate  land  in  advance  of  TLMP. 
ALA  lists  six  areas  that  are  the 
"only""  ones  that  should  be  consid- 
ered for  removal  from  multiple  use 
management.  Thev  are:  Yakutat 
Forelands,  Kadashan,  Lisianski, 
Karta.  Nutkwa  and  Chuck  River. 

The  areas  boundaries  should  be 
clear  so  that  access  to  multiple  use 
areas  is  not  blocked.  Protected  status 
areas  could  provide  substitutes  for 
portions  of  the  areas  listed  above, 
suggest  ALA. 
Southeast  Conference  released  a 
.Sec  .  \  LA    p.TL'c-  \  J 
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tailed  mr  ;h-  ,;esigna!ion  of  12  areas 
:is  Mon-con-..-ic.-c-a]  n.Tirier  areas  In 
addition  lo  '.hcsc-  listed  bv  ALA  the 
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March   17.  1989 


Michael  Barton 
Regional  Forester 
U.S.  Forest  Service 
P.O.  Box  21628 
Juneau,   AK  99802-1628 

Dear  Mr.  Barton, 


The  Southeast  Conference  Board  of  Directors  has  adopted  the 
enclosed  policy  statement  as  the  official  position  of  the 
Conference  on  management  and  access  to  the  Tongass  National 
Forest.     The  document  was  prepared  by  a  five  member  committee  of 
the  Conference  with  input  from  the  timber  industry,  the 
environmental  community,  and  fishing  groups.     As  you  know,  the 
communities  of  the  Tongass  were  consulted  and  played  a  major  role 
in  forming  the  key  provisions  of  the  document.     We  hereby  request 
that  the  Forest  Service  carefully  analyze  this  management  scenario 
and  incorporate  it   into  the  alternatives  for  the  revision  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (TLMP) . 

The  document  represents  a  true  compromise  between  those  residents 
and  communities  interested  in  continuation  of  a  viable  and  healthy 
logging  industry  and  those  concerned  about  preservation  of  other 
values  of  the  forest,   including  fishing,  subsistence  and  habitat. 
As  a  compromise  it  must  be  viewed  as  representing  a  delicate 
balance  between  those  interested  parties.     Any  significant  change 
to  the  document  will  result   in  loss  of  support  from  some  major 
constituent  group. 

The  statement  has  been  endorsed  by  Governor  Cowper  and  a  growing 
number  of  communities  and  local  organizations.     The  letters  and 
resolutions  of  support  generally  recognize  that  the  statement  does 
not  completely  satisfy  anyone.     However,   it  does  represent  a  true 
middle  ground  where  all  residents  of  Southeast  Alaska  can  rally  to 
maintain  those  economic,  social  and  cultural   interests  which  are 
of  critical   importance  to  our  region.     It  serves  to  provide  a 
meaningful  backdrop  to  the  TLMP  process  and  offers  valuable  tools 
to  the  Forest  Service  in  addressing  the  underlying  interests  of 
communities  in  Southeast  Alaska. 


MA 


As  always  your  assistance  is  appreciated. 


S  i  ncere 1 y , 


Will iara  B .   Pr  i vet  t 

President  ,   Southeast  Conference 
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SOUTHEAST  CONFERENCE 


P  O.  Box  22286  Juneau.  Alaska  9980 

March  10,  1989 

To  Whom   It   May  Concern: 

The  Southeast  Conference  has  worked   long  and  hard  to  develop  the 
enclosed  policy  position  regarding   legislation  and  management  of  the 
Tongass  National  Forest.  This  policy  position  is  intended  to  close  the 
argument  and  stop  further  erosion  of  the  economy  of  Southeast  Alaska. 
It   is  not   intended  to  diminish  the  role  of  the  timber  industry  or  any 
other  Industry  in  our  effort  to  build  a  stable  diversified  economy. 

This  position  has  been  developed  with  input  from  communities  of 
Southeast  Alaska  and  provides  a  balanced  resolution  that  is  intended 
to  ensure  continued  employment  and  opportunities  in  timber,  fisheries, 
tourism,  recreation,  mining,  and  subsistence.     The  policy  was 
developed  with  a  focus  on  the  families  in  Southeast  Alaska  by  a 
special  committee  representing  large  and  small  communities  with  varied 
interests.     The  policy  position  recommended  to  the  Board  was  supported 
unanimously  by  the  special  committee.     Although  concerns  of  special 
interests  were  taken  into  consideration,  and  frequently  paralleled 
that  of  communities,  they  were  not   (and  cannot  be)   the  primary  focus. 
It   is  important  to  note  that  this  is  a  unique  approach  that  provides  a 
fragile  package  that  is  balanced  by  five  key  elements  of  equal 
importance.  These  key  elements  are: 

-  Clarifying  the  mission  of  the  National  Forest  Service  in  the 
Tongass  to  include  an  allowable  harvest  of  up  to  4.5  billion 
board  feet  per  decade  adjusted  at  Secretary  discretion  depending 
on  market  conditions  and  subject  to  multiple  use  values  of  the 
Tongass  Forest.     (This  serves  to  maintain  existing  jobs  in  the 
forest  while  protecting  fish  and  wildlife  and  their  habitat.) 

-  Establishing  a  specific  intensive  management  fund  to  ensure  that 
the  Forest  Service  is  able  to  make  marginal  timber  stands  viable 
sales  for  the  industry  and  sustain  other  values. 

-  Setting  aside  12  areas  for  protection  due  to  the  high  values  of 
fish  and  wildlife  production  and  community  use  of  those  areas. 

-  Providing  for  land  trades,  exchanges,  or  purchases  of  non- 
wilderness  lands  to  increase  the  timber  base  for  the  allowable 
harvest   level    (to  include  potential  use  of  harvested  land). 

-  Establishing  an  economic  diversification  fund  of  grants  and 
loans  to  provide  opportunities  to  strengthen  the  Southeast 
economy  . 

A  reaffirmation  of  this  policy  was  duly  supported  by  the  Southeast 
Conference  Board  of  Directors  on  March   10th.     Two  minor  amendments  to 
the  document   were  made  at   that   time.     The  amendments  are  not  intended 
to  substantively  change  the   intent  of  the  original  Conference  position 
that  provides  the  Secretary  with  authority  to  adjust   the  decade 
harvest    level  and   the  annual   harvest    level  based  on  market  conditions, 
concerns  of   local  communities,  and  a  multiple  use  mission  as  we  have 
out  1 i  ned  . 
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We  believe  that  the  intensive  management   fund  and   land  trades/purchase 
provision  of  our  position  serve  to  ensure  a  land  base  for  a  timber 
supply  to  maintain  a  viable  industry. 

The  set  aside  of  12  areas  Is  of  great  Import  to  many  communities  and 
while  it  somewhat  reduces  the  timber  base,  is— ecsential   to  our 
position.     Further,  the  economic  diversification  fund  orovides  the 
opportunity  for  the  economy  of  Southeast  Alaska  to  stabilize.  This 
fund  allows  the  people  of  Southeast  Alaska  to  continue  to  live  and 
work   in  Southeast  while  the  Tongass  is  managed  to  meet   the  needs  and 
ideals  of  people  throughout  America.     Again,  no  element  of  our 
position  can  stand  alone.     If  there  is  any  concern  for  the  people  of 
Southeast  Alaska,  then  the  key  elements  of  our  position  must  be 
incorporated   into  any  final   legislation  or  management  plan  of  the 
Tongass  National  Forest. 

We  are  not  professional  drafters  of  federal  legislation  and  therefore 
ask  indulgence  for  our  presentation.     We  respectfully  offer  our 
position  paper  to  Alaskans,   the  U.S.  Congress,  and  the  American  people 
as  a  fair  and  reasonable  resolution  to  the  conflict   in  the  Tongass. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 


William  B.  Privett 

President ,  Southeast  Conference 
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I.  INTRODUCTION 


The  Southeast  Conference  la  a  Non-Profit  Corporation  comprised  of 
local  elected  officials,  business  leaders  and  community  members 
representing  Southeast  Alaska  dedicated  to  improving  the  well  being 
of  Alaskans  through  the  prudent  expansion  of  the  Alaskan  economy. 
The  Conference  was  formed  in  1963  to  spearhead  efforts  to  establish  a 
transportation  infrastructure- in  the  land  locked  panhandle  of 
Southeast  upon  which  to  build  viable  local  and  regional  economies. 
The  Conference  was  successful  in  that  endeavor:  working  with  the 
State  and  Federal  governments  the  Southeast  Conference  built  a 
"sailing  bridge**  from  Seattle  throughout  Southeast,  the  Alaska  Marine 
Highway    System.     It  is  a  billion  dollar  example  of  what  the  people 
of  Southeast  can  do  when  they  work  together  to  overcome  an  obstacle 
or  challenge.     That  system  is  only  one  of  many  varied  accomplishments 
of  the  Southeast  Conference  efforts  ranging  from  the  Ketchikan 
shipyard  to  the  continued  development  and  expansion  of  the  University 
of  Alaska  Southeast.    The  successes  can  all  be  attributed  to  the 
people  of  Southeast  striving  together  for  a  common  purpose,  while 
maintaining  mutual  respect  for  community  differences,  quality  of 
life,  and  the  importance  of  cultural  heritage.     The  Southeast 
Conference  knows  that  the  well  being  of  the  region  is  dependent  on 
the  well  being  of  the  individual  communities. 

The  mission  of  the  Southeast  Conference  is  to  build  and  maintain  a 
stable,  diversified  economy  that  provides  for  an  improved  standard  of 
living,  quality  employment  and  business  development  opportunities  for 
the  people  of  Southeast  Alaska  through  prudent  use  of  our  resources. 
Use  of  these  resources  should  reflect  respect  of  the  culture  and  the 
individual  community  perspective  of  quality  of  life  by  taking  strong 
deliberate  actions  to  affect  business  and  government  decisions  and 
markets;  while  encouraging  a  family  centered  society,  a  clean 
environment  and  maximum  realization  of  our  mental,  physical, 
emotional  and  spiritual  well  being. 

It  was  with  this  history  and  spirit  that  the  Board  of  Directors  met 
in  September  and  launched  an  all  out  effort  to  resolve  the  conflicts 
and  economic  peril  surrounding  the  Tongass  National  Forest  management 
and   legislation.     During  the  Annual  Meeting  last  Fall   in  Ketchikan 
the  Southeast  Conference  engaged   in  conversations  and  work  sessions 
with  timber     industry  personnel,  conservationists,  as  well  as  the 
Governor  and  the  Regional  Forester  about  the  problems  in  the 
Tongass.     One  thing  became  abundantly  clear,   if  there  was  going   to  be 
an  acceptable  resolution  to  the  Tongass  conflict,   there  needed  to  be 
an  effort   toward  developing  a  consensus,  at   least    in  Southeast. 

The  Conference  established  a  five  member  Tongass  Coraralttee  comprised 
of  representatives  from  large  and  small  southeast  Alaskan  communities 
reflecting  the   interests  of  timber,  subsistence,   fisheries,  tourism 
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and  raining.     In  order  to  understand  the  complexity  of  the  problem, 
the  Tongass  Coramlttee  decided  to  look  at   the  southeast  economy  and 
community  interests  in  depth.     The  committee  used  a  process  of 
principled  negotiation  while  working  on  the  project  and  constantly 
notified  communities  of  progress  and  sought   input.     The  work  of  the 
committee  was  divided   into  three  phases:     analysis,  option 
development,  and  the  decision  stage.     The  majority  of  the  18  weeks  of 
work  was  spent   in  the  analysis  stage.     Following   is  a  brief 
discussion  of  the  committee's  findings. 

The  State's  economy  will,   increasingly  in  the  future,  be  affected  and 
directed  by  the  regional  economies  rather  than  a  single  industry 
(oil).     The  regional  economy  of  Southeast  is  necessarily  the  future 
of  the  Tongass.     The  well  being  of  the  people  of  Southeast  Alaska  is 
inextricably  linked  to  the  management  of  the  Tongass  National 
Forest.     The  economic  stability  of  Southeast   is  subject  to  the 
decisions  that  the  Forest  Service  makes  regarding  permits,  sales, 
practices  and  day  to  day  management  of  the  Tongass.     The  65,000 
residents  of  Southeast  Alaska  rely  on  four  primary  industries, 
timber,  tourism,  fisheries,  and  ra,lning,  and  in  many  cases  a 
subsistence  way  of  life,  for  employment  and  the  economic 
infrastructure.     Our  economy     is  beginning  to  show  mdre  strength  in 
traditional   industries,   i.e.  fishing,  mining,  and  forest  products. 
It  appears  that   if  our  trading  markets  do  not  falter,  we  will  see 
continued  growth  and  diversification. 

The  Southeast  Alaska  region,  over  the  past  fifty  years,  has  given  its 
residents  one  of  the  State's  most  economically  diverse  and  stable 
geographic  areas.     However,  the  future  of  this  economic  unit   is  tied 
to  continued  vitality  in  the  timber,  fishing,   tourism  and  mining 
industries,  as  well  as  subsistence.     These  industries  are  inter- 
related and  dependent  on  one  another  for  their  viability.  Our 
Southeast   industrial  base  is  fragile,   inter-related,  and  dependent  on 
the  price  and  frequency  of  goods  and  services  established  by  the 
combined  demand  of  fishing,  tourism,  mining  and  timber. 

At  the  present  time  total  employment,  earnings  to  workers  and  value 
of  finished  product  from  fishing,  tourism,  and  timber  are  achieving  a 
rough  balance.     The  latest  estimates  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Labor  indicates  that  for  the  month  of  July,   1988  there  were  at  least 
3,205  workers  in  the  timber  industry  in  Southeast.     Actual  employment 
in  fishing  and  tourism  is  extremely  difficult   to  compare  across  the 
board.     Using  baseline  data  from  the  USFS  and  the  State,  both  fishing 
and  tourism  may  have  total  employment  at  similar  levels.     It  is 
currently  estimated  by  the  State  of  Alaska  that  20  to  25  percent  of 
earnings  in  Southeast  are  timber  industry  dependent.  By 
extrapolation,  similar   levels  are  assumed   in  fishing  and  tourism. 
Mining  has  made  a  startling  comeback  in  the  past  three  years  and  will 
soon  be  an  equal   partner.     Further,  subsistence  is  a  significant  part 
of  the  economies  of  most  small  communities  throughout  Southeast. 

Although  certainly  employment   is  not  equal  across  the  board,  one 
thing   is  clear;   taken  on  the  average  and  over   time,   there  is 
beginning  a  real   "leveling"  between  these  basic   industries,  their 
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erapioyraent   and   total    impact.     This  mutual   support   effect   results   in  a 
broader  economic  base  and  will  allow  a  community  to  experience  a 
setback   in  one  industry  or  segment  of  an  industry  without  area  wide 
recession.      It   also  allows  costs  of  community  development  and 
infrastructure  to  be  born  by  that   broader  base. 

The  goal   of   the  U.S.  Congress,   when   the   long   terra  timber  sale  was 
approved,   was  the  formation  of  a  stable  and  enduring  economy  for 
Southeast  Alaska.     With  diversification,    including   fishing,  tourism, 
timber,   raining,  and  subsistence,   there  is  a  growing  realization  that 
each  has  an  important  contribution  to  the  overall  competitive 
position  of  Southeast  Alaska  in  the  world  market.     The  regional 
economic  well-being  is  directly  tied  to  continued  health  of  the  other 
partners  in  that   industrial  base.     Every  unit  of  the  economy  benefits 
from  the  transportation  infrastructure,   localized  roads,  and 
community  development,  so  long  as  that  does  not   infringe  or  threaten 
the  quality  of  life  or  the  other   industries.     The  committee  found  it 
essential   in  these  discussions  to  develop  an  option  that  reinforced 
economic  "value  added"  diversification. 

The  underlying  interests  raise  complicated  questions  and  challenges. 
Debate  is  serious,  sometimes  hateful,  but  always  reflective  of  a  need 
to  clarify  the  mission  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  in  the  Tongass. 
Southeast  opponents  of  continuation  of  the  large  scale  logging  and 
specific  subsidized  harvest   levels  are  using  congressional  debates 
for  airing  their  concerns  about   the  Forest  Service  management 
practices.     They  argue  that   the  supposition  of  a  multiple  use  mission 
is  skewed,  or  even  impossible  given  the  mandates  of  Section  705  of 
ANILCA  to  provide  4.5  billion  board  feet  per  decade  from  the 
Tongass.     These  proponents  for  change  say  that   this  harvest  mandate 
skews  the  mission  of  the  Forest  Service.     Their  concerns  include  a 
lack  of  protection  of   important   fish  and  wildlife  habitat    ,   let  alone 
enhancement.     The  argument  comes  to  economic  point  on  details  that 
suggest  a  threat   to  the  fisheries,  subsistence  as  well  as  the 
recreation  and  tourism  industries. 

Opponents  of  the  status  quo  suggest   that   the  communities'   areas  of 
special   interests,  quality  anadraraous  streams  and  wildlife  habitat 
all  fall  second  consideration  to  the  skewed  mission.     They  add  that 
there  is  no  opportunity  for  competition. 

Proponents  of  the  pulp  timber   industry  counter  by  claiming  that  the 
pulp  mills  are  only  economically  viable  with  reasonable  long  terra 
commitments  of  access  to  productive  timber  stands.     Ketchikan  Pulp 
Company  has  for  example  recently  invested  some  35  million  dollars  to 
"retool   their  mill"   for  more  cost  effective  value  added  use  of  the 
timber  coming  to  them.     The  mills  maintain  they  must   have  contracts 
and  commitments  of   large  volumes  of   timber  to  sustain  their  financial 
stability.     Further,  proponents  point  out   that  roads  constructed 
provide   long   term  use  by  tourists,   fishermen,   and  hunters;  and  that 
they  provide  valuable  recreation,  and  subsistence  opportunities. 
Further,   there  are  four  smaller   log  mills  that  operate  efficiently  by 
selling   the  pulp  which  some  estimate   is  up   to  50%  of   the   timber,  to 
the  pulp  mills  and   lumber  milling   the  other   for  market. 
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Tne  raalor  concern  of  many  of  the  people  of  Southeast   Is  of  course 
that  a  threat   to  the  financial  stability  of  the  mills  corresponds  to 
a  potential    loss  of   jobs  and  ultimately  places  families  in  crisis! 

Further,  irrespective  of  changes  to  the  status  quo,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  limitations  of  Tongass  National  Forest  designations  will 
cause  some  drop  in  employment  due  to  the  decline  in  production  on 
private  land  and  the  unavailable  timber  for  open  sale.  The  total 
employment  currently  cannot  be  absorbed  in  the  Tongass.  Perhaps 
diversification  is  the  only  long  term  opportunity  for  those  that  will 
ultimately  be  displaced. 

The  current  level  of  harvest  of  400  mbf  and"  "the  resultant  jobs  within 
the  Tongass  (i.e.  existing  employment  that   is  a  function  of  the 
harvest  within  the  Tongass  National  Forest)  may  be  sustainable. 
However,  the  Forest  Service  as  well  as  others  have  shown  us  in 
gruesome  detail  that  the  current  total  Southeast  harvest  is 
definitely  not  sustainable  under  any  circumstances.     This  poignant 
reality  is  due  to  harvest  levels  on  private  land  that  are  not  on  a 
sustained  yield  basis.     This  harvest  level  which  Is  not  bound  by 
primary  manufacturing  restrictions,  allowing  round  log  exports, 
brings  the  total  harvest   in  Southeast  to  almost  800  mbf  this  year. 
There  is  a  contraction  coming  irrespective  of  changes  to  705.  The 
focus  of  the  Southeast  Conference  has  been  to  balance  this  reality 
with  other  community  interests. 

Another  critical  point  raised  within  the  Committee  debate  is  the 
question  of  the  twelve  special  areas  that  communities  have  requested 
be  removed  from  commercial  harvest  designation.     The  Southeast 
Conference  Tongass  Committee  spent  hours  reviewing  and  discussing 
these  areas.       There  is  no  question  that  they  have  high  quality 
unique  intrinsic  values.     The  Southeast  Conference  worked  with  the 
Forest  Service,  the  Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  and  others  in 
narrowing  the  scope  of  these  requests.     But  they  are  real  and  the 
consequences  of  the  withdrawals  mean  a  loss  of  a  little  more  than  23 
million  board  feet. 

Further,  the  Forest  Service  indicates  that  this  will   increase  the 
pressure  for  intensive  management  and  questions  of  sustaining  a  4.5 
billion  board  foot  harvest   level.     The  opponents  of  status  quo  also 
mention  this  may  further  skew  the  mission. 

This  issue  received  further  investigation  and  consideration  because 
the  timber  industry  and  the  Forest  Service  maintain  that  the 
proposals  for  withdrawal  would  cause  a  commensurate  loss  of  jobs. 
(The  GAO  estimates  that   the  loss  would  be  4.2  jobs  per  million  board 
feet.)     This  is  further  complicated  by  an  argument   that  these  are 
potential   jobs,  since  the  approximately  23  million  board  feet   is  far 
short  of   impacting  the  400  million  board  feet  currently  harvested 
from  the  Tongass,   not  existing   jobs.     But  again  the   industry  counters 
that   these  are  potential    Jobs  for   those  who  may  ultimately  l-ose 
employment   from  the  private  harvest   that  will  be  shut  down  (within 
the  next  5  to   10  years)   since   it    is  not  a  sustainable  harvest. 
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The  Southeast  Conference  has  determined   that    no   industry  as 
aforementioned   is  safe  or  potentially  stable  until   the  Tongass  issues 
are  resolved.     Therefore,   the  committee  has  ferreted  out   the  major 
underlying   interests  of   the  communities  and   through  principled 
negotiation,  developed  a  proposed  resolution  to  the  major  conflicts. 

The  vast  expanse  of   land  and  natural  resources  in  the  Tongass  are 
both  a  blessing  and  a  curse.     On  the  one  hand,   wilderness,  personal 
freedom  and  unlimited  opportunity  are  available  to  anyone.     On  the 
other,   the  outstanding  natural  beauty,   the  relatively  small 
population  and  the  widely  held  mistrust  of  development  invites 
congressional   intervention.     In  the  Tongass  we  have  an  inter- 
dependent,  fragile  economy.     Legislation  being  considered  by  Congress 
could  weaken  this  fabric.     It  could  start  a  chain  reaction  resulting 
in  serious  regional  recession  and  economic  de— stab i 1 i zat ion  .  It 
could  cause  multiple-use  areas  to  become  one-industry  towns. 

The  Southeast  Conference  has  a  vested   interest   in  assuring  that  when 
the  dust  clears  in  Washington  D.C.,   there  will  be  no  winners  or 
losers  in  the  Tongass.     The  Southeast  Conference  has  developed  this 
position  through  a  principled  negotiation  process  involving 
representatives  of  communities  and   interests  from  throughout 
Southeast.     It   is  fair,  reasonable,  and  critical   to  all  Alaskans. 
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II.      UNDERLYING   INTERESTS/OBJECTIVES  OF  SOUTHEAST  ALASKAN  COMMUNITIES 


Following   is  the  Southeast  Conference  policy  position  on  Tongass 
National  Forest  Legislation  and  Management.     We  propose  that  this 
position  be  used  for  the  development  of  reasonable  legislation  and 
Tongass  land  management  practices  that  are  sensitive  to  the  people 
whose  lives  are  physically,  mentally,  emotionally  and  spiritually 
Interwoven  with  the  Tongass. 

A.  Objectives  reflecting  the  underlying  interests  of  the  Southeast 
Communi  t  ies : 

1)  To  maintain  the  employment  within  the  Southeast  Timber 
industry  including  providing  for  diversification  (perhaps 
Federal-State  assistance  for  retooling  and  small  mills,  etc.). 

2)  To  maintain  employment  within  the  fisheries  industry  including 
State  and  Federal  efforts  to  provide  for  research,  protection, 
and  mitigation  for  anadromous  streams. 

3)  To  maintain  employment  within  the  raining  industry  and  to 
recognize  the  unique  mining  opportunities  that  benefit 
communi  t  ies . 

4)  To  maintain  employment  within  the  tourism  industry  including 
sensitivity  to  respective  communities'  unique  tourism 
opportunities   (e.g.  RVs ,  parks,  docks,  and  highly  visible 
areas)  ,  and  dispersal  of  Pacific  Rim  and  other  Independent 
travelers . 

5)  To  have  Congress  recognize  and  provide  for  respective 
communities'  social,  personal,  and  cultural  uses. 

6)  To  have  Congress  recognize  that  all  of  these  uses  are  important 
to  the  people  of  Southeast  and  that  these  uses,   the  people,  and 
the  management  of  the  Tongass  are  interrelated  and  mutually 
supportive. 

7)  To  have  Congress  recognize  the  respective  communities'  interest 
in  protecting  specific  areas  from  commercial  harvest. 

8)  To  have  Congress  recognize  that  the  timber  industry  needs 
access  to  "appropriate  and  productive"  stands  to  maintain 
a  viable  industry  and  timber  employment. 

9)  To  insure  that  Southeast  Alaskans  have  a  voice  "at  the  table" 
in  any  and  all  discussions  and  decisions  regarding  the  Tongass 
legislation.     (This  includes  congressional  hearings;  and  if  a 
hearing  is  held   in  Alaska,   it  should  be  held  in  Sitka.) 

10)  To  maintain  a  stable  and  diversified  economy  throughout 
Southeast . 

11)  To  maintain  at    least   the  current   levjsl  of  federal  commitment  to 
the  economy  of  Southeast  Alaska  and   to  provide  opportunities 
for  diversification,  particularly  for   those  that  may  be 
disenfranchised  by  legislation. 

12)  To  separate  Tongass   legislation  "from  other  political    issues  or 
legislation. 
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III.    ANILCA  CONSIDERATIONS 

Section  705(a)   of  the  Alaska  National    Interest  Lands  Conservation 
Act    (16  U.S.C.  539(a)    is  hereby  repealed  and  reenacted  to  read  as 
f o 1  lows  : 

(a)     Congress  finds  that  the  Tongass  National  Forest  possesses  rich 
and  diverse  natural  resources  of   inestimable  value  to  the  citizens  of 
Alaska  and  the  Nation.     Many  of  these  resources  are  vital  to  the 
regional  economy  of  Southeast  Alaska  and,   in  differing  mixes,   to  its 
varied  communities.     To  foster  and  clarify  a  balanced  multiple  use 
mission  for  management  of  the  Tongass  Forest  and  the  importance  to 
the  people  of  Southeast  Alaska  of  clean  air  and  water,  timber 
harvesting  and  processing,  commercial  fishing,  raining,  subsistence, 
tourism  (including  sport  fishing,  hunting  and  other  outdoor 
recreation),  and  associated  support  services,  and  to  provide  for 
broader  distribution  of  the  economic  benefits  of  the  Tongass  Forest 
to  the  residents  of  Southeast  Alaska,   it   is  hereby  enacted  - 

(1)  The  Congress  authorizes  and  directs  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  to  utilize  federal  funds  of  up  to  15  million  dollars, 
adjusted  annually  for  Inflation  and  appropriated  on  an  annual  basis, 
to  ensure  a  multiple  use  mission  and  carry  out  an  intensive 
management  program.     The  fund  is  to  be  utlli'zed  so  as  to  make 
available  up  to  4  billion  five  hundred  million  board  feet  per  decade 
to  maintain  a  timber  supply  to  a  dynamic  and  dependent  industry 
necessary  to  meet  annual  market  demand  and  subject  to  protecting  and 
enhancing  other  resource  Industries  and  uses.     The  Secretary  is 
authorized  to  adjust  the  allowable  annual  harvest,  through  the  Land 
Management  Planning  Process,  based  on  market  conditions  for  timber, 
sustained  yield  principles  of  management  of  maintaining  fish  and 
wildlife,  and  recognition  of  other  considerations  of  the  multiple  use 
mission . 

(2)  On  the  first  day  of  each  fiscal  year,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  transfer  funds  into  the  Intensive  management  account 
equal   to  the  amount  expended  from  the  account  during  the  prior  fiscal 
year.     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  authorized  and  directed  to  use 
funds  from  the  account  exclusively  for: 

(A)  Construction  of  the  facilities  needed  to  access  new  and 
existing  timber  sale  areas  which  have  been  awarded  or  released  and 
which  meet  the  criteria  for  added  investments  contained  in  the  1986 
Forest  Service  Region  X's  Timber  Sale  Preparation  Handbook:  and 

(B)  Timber  stand   improvement  ;  and 

(C)  The  Secretary  is  authorized  and  directed  to  use  up  to  20^ 
of  the  intensive  management  funds  to  promote,  protect  and  enhance 
subsistence,  sport  and  commercial   fisheries,   the  wildlife,  and 
recreation  resources.  The  Secretary  shall   provide  a  report  to 
Congress  annually  regarding   the  use  and  effectiveness  of   the  fund. 

(3)  The  Secretary  is  authorized  to  adjust   the  maximum  clear  cut 
size  to  optimize  economic  harvesting  of   timber  sale  areas,  and  make 
other  adjustments  deemed  appropriate  so  . long  as  such  clear  cut  size 
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and  other  adjuatmenta  are  not    inconsistent   with   the  multiple  use 
mission  and  objectives  of   the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (TLMP) . 


Sections  705(b)(1)   and    (2)   are  repealed  and  reenacted  to  read  as 
f o 1  lows : 

(1)  The  Secretary  is  authorized  and  directed  to  establish  a 
special  fund  and  program  of  economic  diversification  loans  and  grants 
to  stimulate  enhancement  and  diversification  of  the  economy  of 
Southeast  Alaska.     The  Secretary  is  authorized  to  promulgate 
regulations  deemed  necessary  to  define  eligibility  requirements 
providing  for  at  least  fifty  percent  of  the  fund  to  be  utilized  for 
grants  to  small  businesses,  community,  and  regional  efforts  that 
stimulate  the  economy  of  Southeast  Alaska.     The  Secretary  is 
authorized  to  establish  a  loan  program  to  provide  loans  to  industries 
within  Southeast  Alaska  for  "value  added"   initiatives  or  more 
efficient  utilization  of  natural  resources  of  the  Tongass. 

(2)  To  carry  out  the  special  economic  diversification  program 
established  by  this  Section*   there  is  hereby  authorized  beginning 
after  Fiscal  Year  1989  to  be  appropriated  320,000,000.  from  the 
National  Forest  Fund  receipts,   to  be  deposited  in  a  special  fund  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  remain  available  until  expended. 

(A)   On  the  first  day  of  each  fiscal  year,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  transfer  funds  into  the  economic  diversification  fund 
equal  to  the  amount  expended  for  grants  during  the  prior  fiscal 
year.     Repayments  of  principle  and  interest  of  loans  and  other 
recoveries  of  funds  authorized  by  this  Section  shall  be  credited  to 
the  fund.     The  Secretary  shall  provide  Congress  with  a  report 
annually  regarding  the  use  and  effectiveness  of  the  fund.     The  report 
shall  be  prepared  in  consultation  with  the  Southeast  Conference,  a 
corporation  representing  municipalities  and   individuals  of  Southeast 
Alaska . 

(3)  Sections  705(b) (l)and   (2)   are  repealed  effective  September  30. 
1999. 


Section  705(c)    is  repealed  and  reenacted  to  read: 

(c)     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  shall  review  and   if  necessary 
renegotiate  the  long  term  sale  contracts  to  ensure: 

1)  employment  stabilization  to  the  maximum  extent  possible  for 
those  working  in  the  Tongass  National  Forest; 

2)  fair  and  reasonable  accommodation  to  the  contract  holders 
considering  their  investment   in  requiring  fair  market  value  rated  for 
t  imber ; 

3)  fair  and  reasonable  competition  within  the  timber   industry  in 
the  Tongass  National  Forest; 

4)  that   the  contracts  are  consistent   with   the  the  Tongass  Land 
Management   Plan  and  any  revisions  thereto; 

5)  that     Southeast  Alaskan  communities  are  given  consideration  in 
their  respective  interests; 
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6)  that   the  contractors  are  given  a  clear  definition  and  commitment 
of   location  and  amounts  of   timber  available  through   the  contract 
period  as  part  of  the  forest   plan  revision; 

7)  clear  statements  of   the  responsibility  and  authority  of  the 
Forest  Service  to  protect    fish  and  wildlife  resources  and  habitats. 

Title  VII    is  amended  by  adding  a  new  section  to  read  : 

Section  709(a)(1)     The  following  public   lands  within  the  Tongass 
National  Forest  are  hereby  designated  as  protected  non-coramerc ial 
timber  areas: 


Impact 

Potent  ial 

Yakutat  Forelands 

134 ,822 

acres 

3.75  million  bd. ft. /year* 

Kadashan  River  Watershed 

33  ,641 

2  .52 

If 

Chuck  Ri ver/Wi ndhara  Bay 

74 ,942 

i« 

2.00 

II 

Lisianski  and 

Upper  Hoonah  Sound 

134  ,657 

•« 

3  .62 

•4 

Nutkwa  River  Watershed 

22,507 

M 

1  .87 

M 

Karta  River  Watershed 

38 ,701 

M 

0  .00 

•1 

Mt .  Calder/Mt .  Holbrook 

48 ,000 

M 

3  .79 

tl 

Young  Lake 

18 , 173 

!• 

1  .35 

II 

Outside  Islands  - 

Noyes 

24 ,651 

If 

1  .64 

It 

Lulu  * 

18,517 

II 

.24 

II 

Baker 

31  ,946 

II 

1  .24 

•1 

Trap  Bay  Watershed 

6  ,446 

II 

.65 

II 

Goose  Flats 

23  ,798 

•1 

.60 

tl 

Berners  Bay 

35  .379 

■I 

.04 

■1 

TOTAL:  646,180  acres     23.31  million  bd. ft. /year 


(*  These  volume/year  figures  are  to  be  compared  to  the   '450'  million 
board  ft/yr  tira-ber  supply  goal  managed  on  a  100  year  rotation.) 

The  Secretary  shall  manage  the  protected  areas  designated  in  this 
section  in  accordance  with  Land  Use  Designation  II  as  defined   in  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (amended  85-86).     The  Secretary  shall 
establish  a  management  direction  specific  to  the  above  areas 
including  allowed  uses  other  than  timber  harvest,   through  the  Land 
Management  Planning  Process  in  consultation  with  the  communities  of 
Southeast  Alaska. 

(2)     The  Secretary   is  authorized  and  directed   to  pursue  reasonable 
opportunities  for  non-wilderness   land  exchanges,   trades,  and/or 
purchases  with  the  State  of  Alaska  and/or  any  appropriate  private 
land  owners  of  property  that   may  add   to  the  timber  base  to  mitigate 
or  eliminate  the  potential   economic   impacts  of  709(a)(1)    in  Southeast 
Alaska.     The  Secretary  shall  provide  Congress  with  a  written  report 
and  recommendations   including  a  complete  description  of  any  proposed 
exchanges  or   trades.     The  report   shall   be  prepared    in  consultation 
with   the  Southeast  Conference. 
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IV.      DESCRIPTIONS  OF  SPECIAL  AREAS 


3/10/89 


Yakutat  Forelands 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  recognized  the  area  as  the 
most  diverse  and  productive  fish  and  wildlife  area  in  the 
Tongass,  with  the  highest  rankings  for  wilderness  values  and 
ecological  diversity.  The  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and 
Game  (ADFSG)  has  rated  the  entire  area-as  having  the  highest 
value  habitat  for  both  fish  and  wildlife  as  well  as  being  a 
very  important  commercial,  sport,  and  subsistence  harvest 
■  area. 

The  Italic,  Akwe,  and  Ustay-Tanis  river  systems  together 
produce  all  five  species  of  salmon  and  are  especially 
productive  of  coho  and  sockeye.  Peak  escapements  (the 
number  of  fish  reported  on  their  spawning  grounds  after 
surviving  the  commercial  and  subsistence  fisheries)  reported 
are  37,000  sockeye  and  54,000  coho  salmon.  These  systems 
are  also  good  habitat  for  rainbow,  steelhead,  and  cutthroat 
trout  and  for  Dolly  Varden.  Brown  bear,  moose,  mountain 
goat,  wolves,  marten,  mink,  land  otter,  beaver,  bald  eagles, 
trumpeter  swans,  sandhill  cranes,  and  a  myriad  of  other 
birds  and  smatl  mammals  are  abundant  in  this  diverse  and 
productive  ecosystem.  The  rare  glacier  phase  of  black  bear 
occurs  in  the  Ustay-Tanis  area. 

The  local  subsistence  and  commercial  gillnetters  benefit 
from  the  abundant  salmon.  The  high  quality  of  sport  fishing 
on  the  Ostay,  Italic,  and  Akwe  rivers  attracts  approximately 
1600  anglers  from  Yakutat,  other  areas  of  Alaska,  the  USA, 
and  foreign  countries  providing  significant  income  to  the 
local  economy  (the  average  non-local  angler  spends  about 
$550  per  fishing  trip) .  Hunting  information  is  only 
available  for  the  entire  Yakutat  Forelands,  of  which  the 
proposed  area  comprises  roughly  50  percent.  The  proposed 
area  is  cin  important  area  for  moose  hunting,  an  activity  for 
which  public  demand  far  exceeds  the  level  of  opportunity,  as 
well  as  brown  and  black  bears  and  mountain  goats.  Trappers 
harvest  marten,  wolves,  wolverine,  beaver,  and  land  otters. 
It  is  an  important  waterfowl  hunting  area  for  local 
residents. 

Berners  Bay 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  the  area  as  high  for 
fish  and  moderate  for  estuarine  resources.  The  ADF&G  rated 
the  area  as  high  for  fish  and  wildlife.  The  area  is 
intensively  used  by  residents  of  Juneau  due  to  its  close 
proximity,   road  access,   and  resource  values. 
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The  Berners,  Lace,  and  Antler /Gi Ikey  rivers  are  the  major 
anadromous  streams  flowing  into  Berners  Bay  and  produce  four 
species  of  salmon  as  well  as  rainbow,  steelhead,  and 
cutthroat  trout  and  Dolly  Varden.  The  peak  recorded 
escapements  in  these  three  systems  combined  are  13  ,  300  coho , 
4000  sockeye,  9100  chum,  and  up  to  10,000  pink  salmon. 
Brown  bear,  black  bear,  moose,  wolves,  mink,  marten,  land 
otter,  beaver,  and  land  and  water  birds  are  abundant  in  the 
area.  Mountain  goats  and  bald  eagles  are  moderately 
abundant.  Seals,  sea  lions,  and  whales  are  common  in  the 
bay . 

The  Berners^ay  area  is  intensively  used  by  sport  fishers, 
moose/  bear,  and  deer  hunters,  kayakers,  hikers,  and 
campers.  The  Berners  River  is  used  by  the  ADF&G  as  an 
indicator  of  the  coho  salmon  production  for  the  management 
of  the  northern  southeast  coho  fishery. 

Young  Lake 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  the  Young's  Lake 
watershed  and  estuary  as  being  of  the  highest  productivity 
class  for  fish.  "the  ADF&G  rates  the  area  as 
being  of  the  highest  value  for  fisheries,  wildlife,  and 
sport  fishing.  The  proximity  of  the  area  to  Juneau  makes  it 
an  extremely  popular  recreation  spot  for  fishing,  hunting, 
beach  combing,  camping,  and  hiking. 

Admiralty  Creek-  and  adjacent  streams  produce  three  species 
of  salmon,  with  peak  reported  escapements  of  90,000'  pink, 
10,000  chum,  and  several  hundred  coho.  These  drainages  also 
produce  substantial  populations  of  steelhead  and  cutthroat 
trout,  kokanee,  and  Dolly  Varden.  Admiralty  Creek  is 
important  in  the  management  of  the  commercial  salmon  fishery 
for  the  ADF&G  has  historically  sampled  the  density  of 
pre-emergent  fry  in  the  stream  gravels  to  estimate  the 
over-winter  survival  rate  of  salmon  streams  in  the  general 
area.  Sitka  black-tailed  deer,  brown  bear,  marten,  mink, 
red  squirrels,  raptors,  and  waterfowl  are  abundant.  Land 
otters  and  beaver  are  moderately  a±)undant.  Whales  and  seals 
are  commonly  observed  in  the  nearshore  waters. 

The  Young  Lake  area  is  near  Juneau/Douglas  and  accessible  by 
boat,  skiff,  floatplane,  and  wheel  plane.  The  three  Forest 
Service  cabins  in  the  drainage  receive  the  highest  use  of 
any  watershed  on  Admiralty  Island.  The  area  is  intensively 
used  in  the  spring  for  steelhead  fishing  and  brown  bear  and 
grouse  hunting.  Summer  use  of  the  area  includes  fishing, 
picnicking,  caunping,  hiking,  and  bird-watching.  Autumn 
brings  deer  and  duck  hunters  to  the  area.  The  area  is  one 
of  the  most  popular  deer  hunting  areas  for  Juneau/Douglas 
residents,  with  1654  hunters  harvesting  468  deer  in  the 
Young's  Bay-Hawk  Inlet  area  in  1987  (see  attached  map).  The 
system  is  classified  by  the  ADF&G  as  a  quality  watershed  for 
sport  fishing  because  of  the  quantity,  quality,  and 
diversity  of  resident  and  anadromous  fish  and  the  high  level 
of  recreational  use. 
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Lisianski  River 


The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  the  area  as  having 
the  highest  value  for  the  production  of  salmon.  The  ADF&G 
ranked  the  area  as  the  highest  value  for  the  quality  of 
sport  fishing  and  the  production  of  salmon  and  trout  and  of 
moderate  value  for  the  production  of  wildlife.  The  fish 
produced  in  the  Lisianski  drainage  supports  a  commercial 
fishery  worth  over  a  million  dollars  every  year  to 
fishermen.  The  area  is  used  heavily  by  residents  of  Pelican 
for  fishing,  hunting,   and  general  recreation. 

The  Lisianski  River  is  one  of  the  top  five  salmon  producers 
in  the  region,  with  reported  peak  escapements  of  220,000 
pink,  5000  chum,  1500  coho,  and  100  sockeye  salmon.  It  also 
produces  significant  populations  of  rainbow,  steelhead,  and 
cutthroat  trout  and  Dolly  Varden.  Brown  bear, 
Sitka-black-tailed  deer,  marten,  mink,  land  otter,  bald 
eagles,  waterfowl,  and  other  old-growth  forest  species  are 
moderately  abundant. 

Detailed  information  on  hunting  and  fishing  is  not  available 
for  this  small  area,  although  it  is  important  to  the 
residents  of  Peli.can  for  at  least  deer  hunting  (see  attached 
map)  . 

Upper  Hoonah  Sound 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  the  area  as  having 
moderate  •  values  for  fisheries,  with  the  exception  of 
Paterson  Creek  watershed  which  was  rated  high  value.  The 
ADF&G  considers  the  area  a  moderate  producer  of  fish  and 
wildlife  and  an  important  harvest  area  for  the  residents  of 
Sitka. 

Several  drainages  each  produce  over  50,000  pink,  over  6000 
chum,  and  up  to  500  coho  salmon  in  an  average  year.  Most 
drainages  also  produce  moderate  populations  of  rainbow, 
steelhead,  and  cutthroat  trout  and  Dolly  Varden.  The 
estuarine  sedge-grass  flats  and  salmon  streams  are  brown 
bear  concentration  areas.  Waterfowl  concentrate  on  the 
sedge-grass  flats  during  spring  and  fall  migrations.  The 
area  supports  moderate  populations  of  Sitka  black-tailed 
deer,  marten,  land  otter,  mink,  wolves,  bald  eagles,  nesting 
waterfowl,  and  other  old-growth  forest  species. 

Residents  of  Sitka  use  the  area  to  harvest  salmon,  halibut, 
crabs,  deer,  and  furbearers.  In  1987,  around  590  deer  were 
harvested  in  the  area  by  Sitka  hunters  in  1100  hunter-days. 

Goose  Flats 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  the  Goose  Flats 
watershed  as  having  moderately  high  fishery  value  and  high 
estuarine  resource  values.  The  ADF&G  rates  the  area  as  a 
moderate  producer  of  fish  and  wildlife  and  as  an  important 
harvest  area  for  the  residents  of  Tenakee  Springs. 
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All  three  drainages  in  the  area  each  produce  10,000-50,000 
pink  salmon  and  over  6000  chum  salmon  in  an  average  year  and 
also  support  cutthroat  trout  and  Dolly  Varden.  The 
extensive  intertidal  sedge-grass  flats  support  spring 
concentrations  of  brown  bear  and  spring  and  fall 
concentrations  of  migratory  waterfowl.  There  are  moderate 
populations  of  deer.  Information  on  the  population  status 
of  other  species   is  lacking. 

Tenakee  Springs  residents  rely  heavily  on  the  area  for  the 
harvest  of  deer,  waterfowl,    furbearers,   and  shellfish. 

Kadashan  River 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  the  drainage  the 
highest  value  for  fisheries  and  estuarine  resources.  The 
ADFiG  rated  the  area  as  the  highest  class  for  fish  and 
wildlife  production.  It  is  an  important  harvest  area  for 
residents  of  Tenakee  Springs  as  well  as  the  basis  for  a 
large  commercial  fishery  and  non-local  hunting  and  sport 
fishing.  The  ADF&G/U.S.  Forest  Service  have  monitored  pink 
and  chum  salmon  escapements  into  the  Kadashan  River  since 
1969  and  the  out-migration  of  the  juveniles  since  1977  to 
predict  the  run  strength  and  manage  the  commercial  salmon 
fishery  in  the  general  area.  Since  no  other  stream  in 
northern  southeast  Alaska  has  this  quality  of  data, 
maintenance  of  this  drainage  in  ..its  natural  condition  is 
very  important  to  the  management  of  the  salmon  fishery. 
Research  has  also  been  conducted  in  this  drainage  on  coho 
salmon,  deer,  and  brown  bear. 

Kadashan  is  one  of  the  top  five  producers  of  pink  salmon  in 
southeast  Alaska,  with  a  peak  recorded  escapement  of  28  2,000 
and  average  escapement  of  over  130,000  fish.  It  is  among 
the  top  ten  chum  salmon  strecims  in  southeast  Alaska,  with  a 
peak  recorded  escapement  of  66,000  and  average  escapement 
of  25,000  fish.  Coho  salmon  escapement  is  estimated  at 
2000-4000  fish.  The  drainage  also  supports  rainbow, 
steelhead,  and  cutthroat  trout  and  very  high  numbers  of 
Dolly  Varden. 

Kadashan  has  one  of  the  largest  estuarine  sedge-grass  flats 
and  intertidal  mud  flats  in  northern  southeast  Alaska.  This 
extremely  productive  haiaitat  is  a  major  nursery  for 
Dungeness  craibs ,  important  herring  spawning  area,  major 
spring  and  fall  feeding  and  resting  stop-over  for  migratory 
waterfowl,  and  brown  bear  concentration  area  during  spring. 

The  Kadashan  drainage  supports  one  of  the  highest 
concentrations  of  brown  bears  in  southeast  Alaska.  Deer, 
marten,  mink,  land  otter,  red  squirrels,  and  bald  eagles  are 
also  abundant.  Large  numbers  of  seals  are  attracted  to  the 
abundant  salmon  as  they  mill  around   the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  commercial  fishery  based  on  Kadashan  salmon  is  typically 
worth  over  a  million  dollars  annually  to  fishermen. 
Residents  of  Tenakee  Springs  depend  on  the  area  for  the 
harvest  of  deer,  salmon,  shellfish,  and  furbearers.  The 
ADF&G  classifies  the  Kadashan  River  as  the  highest  quality 
for  sport  fishing. 
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Trap  Bay 


The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  the  area  as  high 
value  for  estuarine  resources  and  moderate  value  for  fish 
production.  The  ADF&G  rated  the  area  as  the  highest  value 
for  wildlife  and  moderate  value  for  fish.  Hydrologic  and 
fisheries  research  has  been  conducted  in  the  area  over  the 
last  decade. 

The  river  which  runs  into  Trap  Bay  supports  moderate 
populations  of  coho,  pink  and  chxam  salmon  and  Dolly  Varden. 
Brown  bear  are  abundant  with  spring  concentrations  on  the 
estuarine  sedge-grass  flats  and  subalpine  meadows  and  summer 
concentrations  along  the  salmon  streams.  Although  specific 
studies  are  lacking,  the  area  is  undoubtedly  good  habitat 
for  other  old-growth  forest  species. 

Residents  of  Tenakee  Springs  depend  on  Trap  Bay  area  for  the 
harvest  of  deer  (see  attached  map) ,  waterfowl,  and 
furbearers . 

Chuck  River 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  the  Chuck  River 
watershed  as  the  highest  value  for  fish  and  moderately  high 
for  estuarine  resources.  The  ADF&G  rated  The  Chuck  River 
drainage  as  the  highest  value  for  fish  and  the  areas  around 
Windham  Bay,  the  lower  Chuck  River,  and  Endicott  Arm  as  the 
highest  value  for  wildlife.  The  area  is  popular  both  with 
tour  boat  operators  and  Juneau  residents. 

Chuck  River  is  among  one  of  the  highest  producers  of  pink 
salmon  in  southeast  Alaska,  with  a  recorded  peak  escapement 
of  220,000.  It  also  supports  good  populations  of  the  other 
four  salmon  species  and  rainbow,  steelhead,  and  cutthroat 
trout  and  Dolly  Varden.  The  area  is  good  habitat  for  black 
bears  and  mountain  goats. 

The  Chuck  River  supports  a  significant  commercial  salmon 
fishery  worth  around  a  million  per  year  to  fishermen.  The 
area  is  hunted  frequently  by  Juneau  residents  in  pursuit  of 
black  bear  and  mountain  goats.  The  coastal  areas  in 
Endicott  Arm  and  Windhcim  Bay  are  used  by  recreational 
boaters,   fishermen,  and  charter  boats. 

Calder-Holbrook 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  subareas  within  the 
boundary  of  the  proposed  area  as  moderately  high  to  high 
value  for  fish  and  for  estuarine  values.-  The  ADF&G  rated 
the  subareas  as  moderate  for  fish,  with  the  exception  of  a 
high   value    for    the    Shipley   drainage,    and  moderate    to  high 
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for  wildlife,  with  the  highest  values  for  the  watersheds 
draining  into  Shakan  Bay,  Dry  Pass,  Tokeen  Bay,  and  Shipley 
Bay.  The  area  is  important  to  the  residents  of  Port 
Protection,  Point  Baker,  Cape  Pole,  Edna  Bay,  Craig,  and 
Klawock  for  the  harvest  of  fish  and  wildlife. 

There  are  many  productive  streams  in  the  area  supporting 
pink,  chum,  and  coho  salmon  and  rainbow,  steelhead  and 
cutthroat  trout  and  Dolly  Varden.  Shipley  and  Sutter 
drainages  also  support  sockeye  salmon.  The  combined  peak 
escapements  for  the  more  important  streams  in  the  area  is 
680,000  pink  and  14,000  chum  salmon.  Herring  spawn  in 
Labouchere  Bay.  Dungeness  crab  rear  in  the  area.  Harbor 
seals  are  abundant  and  haulout  in  the  Barrier  Islands. 
Sitka  black-tailed  deer  and  black  bear  occur  throughout  the 
area  in  moderately  high  density.  Black  bears  and  migratory 
waterfowl  concentrate  on  the  estuarine  sedge-grass  flats  at 
the  head  of  Calder  Bay.  Bluff  Island  is  a  seabird  colony 
and  a  harbor  seal  haulout.  Protection  Head  is  a  seabird 
colony.  Waterfowl  concentrate  in  Dry  Pass,  ShaJcan  Strait, 
and  Tokeen  Bay. 

Residents  of  Point  Baker,  Port  Protection,  Cape  Pole, 
Edna  Bay,  Klawock,  and  Craig  use  the  area  for  the  harvest  of 
deer,  salmon,  furbearers,  geoducks,  crab,  waterfowl,  and 
other  resources.  Shipley  Creek  is  intensively  fished  by 
Port  Protection  residents  for  sockeye  salmon.  Point  Baker 
residents  gillnet  salmon  in  Shcikan  Strait.  Residents  of 
Klawock  trap  throughout  Tokeen  Bay.  Commercial  salmon 
fishing  and  crabbing  occurs  throughout  the  area. 

Karta  River 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  the  Karta  watershed 
as  the  highest  value  for  fish.  The  ADF&G  considers  the 
Karta  drainage  to  be  one  of  the  most  productive  anadromous 
fish  systems  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  as  well  as  having 
the  highest  values  for  wildlife.  The  area  is  very  important 
for  fishing  and  hunting  to  local  residents  as  well  as 
non-resident  sport  fishers. 

The  peak  recorded  escapements  to  the  Karta  River  are  136,000 
pink,  42,000  sockeye,  and  41,000  chum  salmon.  The  drainage 
also  supports  rainbow  trout,  spring  and  fall  runs  of 
steelhead,  cutthroat  trout,  and  Dolly  Varden.  The  Karta 
River  watershed  is  an  extremely  productive  and  diverse  area. 
Black  bear,  furbearers,  waterfowl,  and  other  birds  are 
abundant.  There  are  moderate  populations  of  deer,  wolves, 
bald  eagles,  and  marine  mammals.  The  area  is  important  for 
Triirapeter  swans  in  the  winter.  The  estuary  is  a  rearing 
area  for  shrimp  and  dungeness  crab  and  a  herring  spawning 
area. 
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There  is  an  excellent  trail  system  linking  the  series  of 
lakes  from  salt  water  up  to  the  highest  lake.  The  area  is  a 
very  popular  area  for  bear  hunting,  trapping,  sport  fishing, 
and  subsistence  sockeye  fishing  by  residents  of  Kasaan.  The 
Forest  Service  considers  the  Karta  drainage  to  be  one  of  the 
top  two  recreation  areas  on  the  south  Tongass. 

Noyes-Lulu-Baker  Islands 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  the  islands  as 
moderate  to  moderately  high  value  for  fish  and  estuarine 
resources.  The  ADFSG  rated  the  area  as  moderate  for 
wildlife  and  low  for  fisheries  production.  The  islands  are 
in  the  midst  of  a  major  commercial  fishing  ground  that 
provides  fishermen  with  over  $16  million  a  year  and  are 
important  for  the  harvests  of  fish  and  wildlife  for 
residents  of  Craig  and  Klawock.  These  dramatic  outer-coast 
islands  are  also  becoming  increasingly  popular  with 
tourists . 

The  islands'  anadromous  fish  streams  support  pink  and  chum 
salmon.  The  two  largest  systems  each  produce  10,000-50,000 
pinks,  with  one  system  also  producing  more  than  6000  chiom 
salmon  a  year  and  the  other  system  producing  up  to  6000  chum 
salmon.  Marine  maimmals  are  abundant  along  the  coast, 
including  sea  otters,  sea  lions,  and  humpback  whales.  The 
islands  also  support  deer  and  wolves. 

Residents  of  Craig  and  Klawock  use  the  islands  to  harvest 
salmon,  other  finfish,  shellfish,  seals,  and  deer.  The 
commercial  purse  seining  fleet,  along  with  the  associated 
fish  buyers,  packers  and  processors,  depend  on  the  safe 
anchorages  provided  by  these  islands  which  could  be 
jeopardized  by  log  storage  in  the  limited  areas  of  safe 
anchorage . 

Nutkwa  River 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  rated  the  drainage  as  high 
value  for  fish  and  estuarine  resources.  The  ADF&G  rated  the 
area  as  high  value  for  fish  and  wildlife.  The  fishery 
production  makes  the  area  extremely  important  to  the 
commercial  salmon  industry  and  the  residents  of  Hydaburg. 

The  Nutkwa  system,  with  its  large,  shallow  salt  chuck,  is  an 
exceptional  producer  of  pink  salmon,  with  a  peak  recorded 
escapement  of  215,000,  and  a  major  producer  of  sockeye,  with 
a  peak  escapement  of  1400.  It  also  produces  chum  and  echo 
salmon  as  well  as  rainbow,  steelhead,  and  cutthroat  trout 
and  Dolly  Varden.  The  salt  chuck  is  important  habitat  for 
marine    mammals    and    waterfowl,     including    trumpeter  swans. 
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APPENDIX  C     -     ROADLESS  AREA 

This  Appendix  describes   the   106  Roadless  Areas   to  be  evaluated   in  the  Tongass 
Land  Management  Plan  revision  process.     Areas  are   included  in  the  following 
orde  r . 

National 
Forest 


Unit 

No  . 

Area  Name 

Ac  res 

TSA 

201 

FAN SHAW 

43 

.  869 

TSA 

202 

SPIRES 

536 

,653 

TSA 

203 

THOMAS 

4 

,517 

TSA 

204 

MA  DAN 

68 

,998 

TSA 

205 

AARON 

78 

,884 

TSA 

206 

CONE 

128 

,  574 

TSA 

207 

HARDING 

177 

,  598 

TSA 

208 

BRADFIELD 

212 

.872 

TSA 

209 

ANAN 

37 

,933 

TSA 

210 

FROSTY 

41 

,395 

TSA 

211 

NORTH  KUPREANOF 

116 

.666 

TSA 

212 

MISSIONARY 

14 

.005 

TSA 

213 

FIVE  MILE 

19 

.438 

TSA 

214 

SOUTH  KUPREANOF 

209 

.957 

TSA 

215 

CASTLE 

49 

,  360 

TSA 

216 

LINDENBERG 

22 

.  797 

TSA 

217 

GREEN  ROCKS 

10 

380 

TSA 

218 

WOEWODSKI 

10 

376 

TSA 

219 

NORTH  MITKOF 

5 

876 

TSA 

220 

EAST  MITKOF 

10 

250 

TSA 

223 

MANZANITA.  ■ 

7 

850 

TSA 

224 

CRYSTAL 

19 

293 

TSA 

225 

KADIN 

1 

623 

TSA 

226 

GREYS 

361 

TSA 

227 

NORTH  WRANGELL 

11 

624 

TSA 

229 

SOUTH  WRANGELL 

71 

173 

TSA 

231 

WORONKOFSKI 

9 

773 

TSA 

232 

NORTH  ETOLIN 

46 

887 

TSA 

233 

MOSMAN 

57 

974 

TSA 

234 

SOUTH  ETOLIN 

113 

031 

TSA 

235 

WEST  ZAREMBO 

6 

945 

TSA 

236 

EAST  ZAREMBO 

8 

990 

TSA 

237 

SOUTH  ZAREMBO 

32. 

288 

TSA 

238 

KASHEVAROF  ISLANDS 

16, 

487 

TSA 

239 

KEKU 

12  , 

126 

TSA 

240 

SECURITY 

41, 

105 

TSA 

241 

NORTH  KUIU 

9, 

741 

TSA 

242 

CAMDEN 

54, 

730 

TSA 

243 

ROCKY  PASS 

78, 

976 

TSA 

244 

PILLARS 

28, 

570 

TSA 

245 

EAST  KUIU 

46. 

271 

TSA 

246 

SOUTH  KUIU 

124, 

065 

TCA 

301 

JUNEAU- SKAGWAY  ICE 

1 .  209 , 

199 

TCA 

302 

TAKU-SNETTISHAM 

736  , 

112 

TCA 

303 

SULLIVAN 

66  , 

657 

TCA 

304 

CHILKAT-W.  LYNN 

207  , 

277 

TCA 

305 

JUNEAU  URBAN 

104, 

970 
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National 
Fores  C 


Uni  c 

No  . 

Area  Name 

Acres 

TCA 

306 

MANSFIELD  PENINSULA 

52 

,994 

TCA 

307 

GREENS  CR. -YOUNG  BAY 

48 

.078 

TCA 

308 

WINDHAM -PORT  HOUGHT 

240 

,  296 

TCA 

309 

JUNEAU  ISLANDS 

7 

,051 

TCA 

310 

DOUGLAS  ISLAND 

27 

,  390 

TCA 

311 

CHICHAGOF 

637 

,  238 

TCA 

312 

TRAP  BAY 

,008 

TCA 

314 

POINT  CRAVEN 

11 

,  337 

TCA 

317 

POINT  AUGUSTA 

19 

,479 

TCA 

313 

WHITESTONE 

6 

.  100 

TCA 

319 

PAVLOF-EAST  POINT 

10 

,900 

TCA 

321 

TENAKEE  RIDGE 

24 

,262 

TCA 

323 

GAME  CREEK 

67 

,046 

TCA 

324 

PLEASANT  ISLAND 

12 

,239 

TCA 

325 

FRESHWATER  BAY 

63 

,206 

TCA 

326 

NORTH  KRUZOF 

31 

,  170 

TCA 

327 

MIDDLE  KRUZOF 

15 

,540 

TCA 

328 

HOONAH  SOUND 

97 

,257 

TCA 

329 

SOUTH  KRUZOF 

56 

,  701 

TCA 

330 

NORTH  BARANOF 

341 

,417 

TCA 

331 

SITKA  URBAN 

120 

,  536 

TCA 

332 

SITKA  SOUND 

19 

,475 

TCA 

333 

REDOUBT 

75 

,  732 

TCA 

334 

POINT  ALEXANDER 

126 

,  120 

TCA 

338 

BRABAZON  ADDITION 

500 

J  74 

TCA 

339 

YAKUTAT  FORELANDS 

305 

871 

TCA 

341 

UPPER  SITUK 

61 

722 

TKA 

501 

DALL  ISLAND 

108 

260 

TKA 

502 

SUMEZ  ISLAND 

36 

327 

TKA 

503 

OUTER  ISLANDS 

102 

881 

TKA 

504 

SUKKWAN 

46 

145 

TKA 

505 

SODA  BAY 

76 

596 

TKA 

507 

EUDORA 

233 

933 

TKA 

508 

CHRISTOVAL 

7 

750 

TKA 

509 

KOGISH 

.  76 

175 

TKA 

510 

KARTA 

121 

440 

TKA 

511 

THORNE  RIVER 

112 

460 

TKA 

512 

RATZ 

8 

349 

TKA 

513 

SWEETWATER 

11 

104 

TKA 

514 

SARKAR 

73 

565 

TKA 

515 

KOSCIUSKO 

70 

216 

TKA 

516 

CALDER 

12 

687 

TKA 

517 

EL  CAPITAN' 

43 

604 

TKA 

518 

SALMON  BAY 

36 

366 

TKA 

519 

POLK 

149 

205 

TKA 

520 

KASAAN 

8 

536 

TKA 

521 

DUKE 

46 

785 

TKA 

522 

GRAVINA 

38 

952 

TKA 

523 

SOUTH  REVILLA 

71 

358 

TKA 

524 

REVILLA 

138 

393 

TKA 

525 

BEHM  ISLANDS 

2 

042 

TKA 

526 

NORTH  REVILLA 

'  163 

771 
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National 

Fores  t 

Unit 

No  . 

Area  Name 

Acres 

TV  A 

S  7 

O  ,  J  1  J 

TKA 

528 

CLEVELAND 

193 ,473 

TKA 

529 

NORTH  CLEVELAND 

114  ,  158 

TK,A 

530 

HYDER 

128  ,  585 

TK.A 

531 

NUTKUA 

59  ,318 

TKA 

532 

FAKE  PASS 

798 

TKA 

577 

QUARTZ 

149 , 107 

Total 

For 

All  Areas 

10,442,893 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME;     Fanshaw   (201)  ACRES   (GROSS):     48,889  ACRES   (NFS):  48,369 

GEOZONE:  SOS 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  25 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  ElARE  II  areas:     The  Cable  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Fanshaw  Bay  35  17 

Fanshaw  86  22 

Cat  87  23 

Tangent  88  22 

Bay  Point  89  23 


(2)  History:     The  Fanshaw  area  was  probably  inhabited  by   the  Tlingic  in 
prehistoric  times.     In  modern  times,   a  fox  farm  was  Located  in  Fanshaw  B.iy 
during  the  1930-40' s.     Evidence  of  the  farm  remains  to  this  day.  Cape 
Fanshaw  is   the  site  of  an  abandoned  village  and  cannerv  which  became  active^ 
in  1901  with  the  establishment  of  a  post  office. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  mainland  at  Capo 
Fanshaw  and  extends  south  to  the  North  Arm  of  Farragut  Bay.      It  abuts 
Frederick  Sound  and  is  accessible  by  water  and  floatplane.     Anchorage  is 
available  in  Steamboat  Bay  and  Cleveland  Passage  at  Fanshaw  Bav.   and   in  che 
North  Arm  of  Farragut  Bay.     Accessible  shorelines  suitable   for  landing, 
small  craft  and  floatplanes  are  found  in  both  bays.     The  shoreline  along 
Frederick  Sound  is  exposed  and  often  difficult  to  access.     There  are  no 
sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft.     There  is  no  ferrv  service  or 
road  access  to  the  area. 


\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

"1/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  Fanshaw  area  is  characterized  by  four 
separace  peaks  and  ridges  with  an  average  elevation  of  about  3,000  feet. 
One  peak  reaches  over  3,500   feet.     Between  the   isolated  mountains  are 
low-lving  vallevs.     About  ISO  acres  are  alpine,   and  anotlier  241  acres  are 
rock.      Freshwater,  lakes  account   for  20  acres.     The  area  contains   33  miles 
of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     The  area  is  characterized  by  broad, 
low-lying  valleys  and  several  steeply- rising  peaks.      Productive  forest 
lands  exist  in  river  bottoms  and  on  mountain  slopes.  Vegetation 
ranges  from  sub-alpine  to  saltwater  marshes. 

(b)  VegeCation:   Much  of  the  low-lying  land  is  covered  with  muskeg  and 
scrub  lodgepole  pine   (1,581  acres).     Hills  and  side  slopes  of  the 
mountains  where  drainage  is  better  are  covered  with  dense  stands  of 
Sitka  spruce,  western  hemlock  and  Alaska- cedar .     Spruce  trees  are 
typically  found  as  stringers  along  the  streams. 

There  are  approximately  46,068  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  29,358 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
25,620  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,678  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils   in  this  area  are   formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent- 
material,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.      In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  occur  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain 
slopes  with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic, 
have  cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter. 
Rooting  is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic   layers  and  the  top 
few  inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,  sometimes 
wet,  but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  an  elevation  of  2,000  feet,   are  mostly 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rocky. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport   fish,   commercial  fisli 
and  estuaries. 

VCU  89  was  rated  as  highly  valued  for  estuaries. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION 


January  31,  1990 


C-6 


There  are  seven  Alaska  Department;  of  Fish  and  Game  nLunbered  salmon 
producing  streams  within  the  area.     Cat  Creek  is  the  largest  producer 
with  an  average  annual  peak  escapement  of  10,600  pink  salmon.     Coho , 
steelhead  and  a  few  chum  salmon  are  also  present. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     A  small  population  of  mountain  goats   lives  on 
the   isolated  mountains  within  the  area.      Black  bears  and  Sitka 
black- tailed  deer  are  found  in  the  area,    as  are  an  occasional  brown 
bear  and  a  few  moose.     Waterfowl  use  the  limited  grass   flats  at  the 
head  of  the  North  Arm.     There  are  no  known  concentrations  of  marine 
wildlife  or  sea  lion  haul  out  sites. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  entire  area  was  allocated  to  LUD  4  in 
the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.     A  timber  sale  was  planned  at  one  time, 
in  conjunction  with  the  a  proposed  sale  in  Port  Houghton,   but  was 
subsequently  dropped  from  the  schedule  and  no  resource  development 
activities  have  yet  occurred  in  the  area.     There  is  a  540  acre  Research 
Natural  Area  near  Fanshaw  Bay.     There  is  also  a  lighthouse  reserve  on  the 
tip  of  Cape  Fanshaw.     Fanshaw  Bay  is  frequently  used  by  small  boats.  Lack 
of  cabins  or  commercial  overnight  facilities  limits  use  by  recreationists . 
The  area  is  not  identified  as  a  significant  subsistence  area  in  the  Tongass 
Resource  Use  Cooperative  Survey  (TRUCS) . 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  appears  unmod  i  f  ied .  excep  t: 
for  the  remains  of  an  abandoned  fox  farm  in  Fanshaw  Bav .     Much  of  the  area 
is  visible  from  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  and  cruise  ship  routes.  .Almost 
the  entire  roadless  area,   99  percent,   is  in  Existing  Visual  Condition  (,EVC> 
Type  I,   where  only  ecological  change  has  occurred.     The  remaining  one 
percent  of  the  area  appears  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity  ( EVC 

Type  II) . 

About  39  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Varietv  Class  B 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  type). 
The  remaining  61  percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low 
degree  of  landscape  diversity). 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences) :     Moderately-heavy  boat  traffic 
passes  through  Frederick  Sound  and  evidence  of  timber  harvest  on  Kupreanot 
Island  may  be  visible  in  the  background  when  viewed  from  some  portions  of 
the  Fanshaw  Roadless  Area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  area  contains  seven 
inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  14,526  acres.     These  recreation 
places  include  the  old  fox  farm.     While  the  streams  in  the  area  offer  some 
sport  fishing  opportunity,    the  area  does  not  receive  much  use.  The 
available  anchorages  provide  safety  for  boaters  waiting  for  the  weather  to 
improve  in  Frederick  Sound  and  Stephens  Passage.     Cape  Fanshaw  is  not  know 
to  be  a  good  anchorage. 
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b.  Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     The  area  is 
'.v-e  1 1  -  de  f  ined  on  the  west,   southwest  and  south  by  saltwater.  The 
topographic  divides  on  the  north  and  east  are   low  and   in  some  cases  poorlv 
defined.      Feasibility  of  management   in  a  roadless  condition   is  high. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified.     Some  evidence 
of  old  structures  is  present  at  the  abandoned  fox  farm  in  Fanshaw  Bay  but 
is  of  limited  magnitude  and  effect. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     At  times,   low-flying  airplanes  may  disrupt  visitors  for 
brief  periods.     Boats  bypassing  the  area  are  generally  far  enough  offshore 
so  as  not  to  cause  any  distraction.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low, 
and  generally  a  person  camped  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others.     The  troll 
fishery  brings  boat  use   to  this  area. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi -primitive  motorized  and  non-motorized  recreation  opportunities: 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  (P)  23,496 
Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  15,719 
Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  9,654 

The  area  contains  seven  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC .    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

P  1  5,730  320 

SPNM  2  3,866  470 

SPM  4  4,930  2,689 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  the  area.  The 
character  of  the  landforms  in  the  area  generally  allows  the  visitor  to  feel 
remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is 
accessible  by  boat  from  the  community  of  Petersburg  in  two   to   four  hours  on 
somewhat  exposed  waters.     The  presence  of  bears  also  presents  a  degree  of 
challenge  and  a  need  for  woods  skills  and  experience. 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
abandoned  fox  farm  site  attracts  some  visitors.     The  Research  Natural  Area 
was  established  for  protection  and  study  of  a  stand  of  Alaska  -  cedar , 
however  that  stand  is  not  particularly  unique.     Cape  Fanshaw  is  also  known 
to  be  a  good  site  for  collecting  the  wild  Sitka  rose. 

c.  Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:  There  is  potential  for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits,    trails,   and  cabins  or  shelters. 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  winter 
1985-86,    identifies   fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.  Fish 
enhancement  projects  continue  to  surface  and  there   is  potential  for 
additional  projects   in  this  area.     Construction  of  a   fish  pass  at  Cat 
Creek  is  being  considered  by  the  Forest  Service   to  enhance  pink  salmoti 
production . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   several  moose  habitat  improvement  projects  are 
planned  in  the  area.     These  projects  typically  consist  of  browse 
enhancement . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  20,831  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  2,539  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  18,252  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.  None 
of  the  area  is  second  growth  except  as  a  result  of  older  stands  being 
blown  down  by  the  wind. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential  in  the  area  and  no  known  mining  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas.     Cape  Fanshaw  is  an  existing 
Research  Natural  Area.     The  area  has  not  been  identified  for  any  other 
scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  aroa 
is  dependent  on  the  development  of  a  road  system  in  the  adjoining 
roadless  area  to  the  north.     There  are  no  suitable  sites  for  a  log 
transfer  facility  (LTF)   in  this  area.     Any  significant  amounts  of 
timber  harvested  from  this  area  would  have  to  be  hauled  to  a  LTF  in 
Port  Houghton  to  be  placed  in  the  water  and  towed  to  a  mill.  Overnll 
timber  values  are  not  high,   and  development  is  not  likely  in  the  nc'.ir 
future . 

(b)  Wilderness:     Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition 
enhances  opportunities  to  manage  the  adjacent  roadless  areas  as 
Wilderness  and  to  provide  enhanced  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 


(e)     Land  Status:     The  State  has  selected  700  acres  within  this  ar>?a 
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d.  Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Admiralty  Island 
Wilderness   lies  across  Stephens  Passage  about  15  miles   to   the  west.  The 
Fanshaw  area  is  part  of  a  larger  mainland  land  mass   that   is  unroaded  and  is 
located  between  the  Tracy  Arm- Fords  Terror  Wilderness   to  the  north  and  the 

S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness  to  the  south.  The  mainland  areas  receive  liglit 
use  inland  with  slightly  higher  use  along  saltwater  shorelines.  Adniiraltv 
gets  slightly  higher  use  because  of  its  hunting  opportunities. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  85  '  90 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  25  30 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  55  70 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  135  '  150 

Petersburg  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  •  legis la t ive  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:  There  has  been  little   interest  on  che 
part  of  any  interest  groups  to  retain  the   roadless  character  of  this 
area . 

e.  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Spires   (202)  ACRES   (GROSS):     537,376  ACRES   (NFS):  536,653 

GEOZONE:  SOS 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  27 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  J./ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  "1/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

Farragut 

90 

26 

Farragut  Bay  &  lower  Farragut 

River,  contains  State  land 

Glory 

91 

26 

Farragut  &  Glory  Lakes 

Gray 

92 

25 

Baird 

481 

23 

Dana 

482 

23 

Borders  Thomas  Bay 

Jefferson 

483 

22 

Spurt 

434 

21 

Borders  Thomas  Bay 

Scenery 

485 

21 

Swan 

486 

21 

Thomas 

487 

22 

Borders  Thomas  Bav  and  contains 

State  land 

Paterson 

488* 

22 

Muddy 

489* 

22 

Contains  State  land 

■'>--The  roadless  area 

includes  only  part 

of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     The  Farragut  and  Thomas  Bay  areas  were  inhabited  by  tlie 
Tlingit  in  prehistoric  times.     In  1958,   logging  began  in  the  Muddv  and 
Patterson  River  drainages  and  continued  until  recently.     Minor  amounts  ot 
A-frame  beach  logging  occurred  in  Farragut  Bay  and  on  Point  Vandeput. 
Gravel  was  excavated  near  the  mouth  of  Muddy  River  on  a  commercial  basis 
for  several  years.     Several  homesteads  were  located  near  the  mouth  of 
Farragut  River  and  on  Point  Agassiz  Peninsula  near  Thomas  Bay.     From  19  30 
to  1942  there  was  a  fishing  and  agriculture  village  on  the  mainland  south 
of  Point  Agassiz. 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  locaCed  on  the  mainland  from  the 
Port  Houghton  drainage  and  Tracy  Arm-Fords  Terror  Wilderness  on  the  north 
to   the  S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness  on  the  south.      It  abuts   Frederick  Sound 
on  the  southwest  and  the  Canadian  boarder  on  the  east.     The  area  is 
accessed  bv  boat  on  saltwater  and  by  floatplane  on  saltwater  and  several 
freshwater  lakes.     Anchorage   is  available   in  Farragut  and  Thomas  Bays. 
Accessible  shorelines  suitable  for  landing  small  craft  and   floatplanes  are 
found  in  both  bays.     The  shoreline  along  Frederick  Sound   is  exposed  and 
often  difficult   to  access.     There  are  no  sites  suitable   for   landing  wlieele^l 
aircraft.     There   is  no   ferry  service  or  road  access   to   the  area  from 
outside,   but  there   is   road  access   from  the  south  end  of  Thomas   Bay  up  .'-kiddv 
and  Patterson  Rivers.     Vehicles  are  typically  transported  via  landing  craft 
from  Petersburg. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  as 
highly  complex  terrain  dominated  by  rugged  mountains,   many  of  which  reach 
elevations  of  over  5,000  feet.     The  tallest  is  over  9,000  feet.  Between 
the  mountains  are  deep  valleys  and  numerous  glaciers.     About  237,543  acres 
are  ice  and  snow,   132,296  acres  are  classified  as  rock,   and  another  2.362 
acres  are  alpine.     Near  the  shore,   the  landforms  become  more  gentle  and. 
include  large  outwash  plains   from  Farragut,   Muddy,   and  Patterson  Rivers. 
These  rivers  are  rather  short  (four  to  12  miles)  and  of  glacial  origin. 
Dominant  waterforms   include   two  major  saltwater  bays  and  several 
high-elevation  lakes   totaling  4,999  acres.     Swan,   Spurt,    DeBoer,  Scenerv, 
Ruth,   Farragut  and  Glory  Lakes  are  in  this  roadless  area.     The  area 
contains  52  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  Spires  Roadless  Area  is  classified  as  lieitu; 
in  the  Coast  Range  Geographic  Province,   which  is  characterized  as 
having  broad,    low-lying  valleys  and  several  s teep ly - r is ing  peaks. 
Productive  forest  lands  exist  in  river  bottoms  and  on  mountain 
slopes.     There  are  no  known  areas  of  unique  or  uncommon  plant/ soils 
associations  or  geologic  formations  in  the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above  an  elevation  of 
2,500  feet.     Below  that  elevation,    the  mountains,   hills,  and 
well-drained  outwash  plains  are  dominated  by  heavv  stands  of  western 
hemlock,   Sitka  spruce,   and  Alaska- cedar .     Some  of  the  low-lving, 
poorly-drained  land  is  covered  with  muskeg  (901  acres)   and  scrub 
lodgepole  pine.     Spruce  trees  are  also  typically  found  as  stringers 
along  the  streams. 

There  are  approximately  132,977  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  64,209 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land. 
54,824  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  9,165  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  varietv  of  parent 
material,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.      In  general,   well-  or 
moderately  -well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
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is   largely  limited  to   the  surface  organic   layers  and  the   top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More  -  poor ly - drained  soils  developed  on  less  sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,    generally  above  an  elevation  of  2,000   feet,   are  iiiostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the  Tongass  Land 
Manageraenc  Plan  (1979)  and  by  Che  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game 
in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).     These  racings 
describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,  commercial  fish  and 
estuaries . 

VCU's  90  and  489  are  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish.       VCU's  rated 
as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish  are  90,   91,   92,   483,   489.  VCU's 
90,   482.   484,  485,   486,   489  rated  as  having  highly  valued  estuaries. 

Thirteen  Alaska  DeparCmenC  of  Fish  and  Game  numbered  salmon  producing 
screams  are  present  within  the  area.     The  Farragut  River  and  Drv  Bay 
Creek  are  the  best  salmon  producers.     There  are  runs  of  pink,  chum, 
coho,   king  and  steelhead  in  Che  FarraguC,   however  increased  sediment 
in  glacial  water  has  prevented  spawning- ground  counts   in  the  river. 
Dry  Bay  Creek  has  an  average  annual  peak  escapement  of  8,200  pink  and 
2,000  chum  salmon.     Coho  and  steelhead  are  also  present.     Good  rainbow 
trout  are  available   in  Swan  Lake. 

(e)  Wildlife:     A  small  population  of  mountain  goats   lives   in  the 
area.     Black  bears  and  Sitka  black-tailed  deer  are  found  in  the  area, 
as  are  an  occasional  brown  bear  and  a  moderate  population  of  moose. 
Waterfowl  use  the  extensive  grassflats  at  the  head  of  Farragut  Bav  and 
smaller  areas  around  Thomas  Bay.     There  are  no  known  concentrations  of 
marine  wildlife  or  sea  lion  haul-out  sites. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     The  lower  portion  of  Farragut  River  (,VCU 
90)  was  allocated  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  to  Land  Use 
Designation  (LUD)   2   (27,342  acres),    to  be  managed  for  roadless  recreation 
opportunities.     The  Muddy  River  drainage  (VCU  489),   the  Patterson  Rivor 
drainage   (VCU  487),   and  the  Dry  Bay  drainage  (VCU  483)  were  allocated  to 
LUD  4  (51,520  acres)  which  allows  for  timber  harvest  and  roads.     VCU  484 
around  Spurt  Lake,   and  VCU  486  around  Swan  Lake  were  allocated  to  LUD  3 
(28,035  acres)  which  also  allows  development,  but  at  a  reduced  scale.  Tlie 
rest  of  the  area,  which  includes  the  higher  elevations,  was  allocated  to 
LUD  1   (428,698  acres)   and  recommended  for  Wilderness  designation.  However. 
Congress  did  not  designate   the  area  as  Wilderness,    so   it   revertov-i   Co  .i 
"LUD  1  Release"  status  to  be  managed  to  protect  its  wilderness  character  re 
allow  for  reconsideration  at   the   time   the   Forest  Plan  is  revised. 
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Thomas  and  FarraguC  Bays  are  frequently  used  by  small  pleasure  and 
commercial  fishing  boats.     There  are   two  public  recreation  cabins  on  the 
shore  of  Thomas  Bav,   one  at  Swan  Lake,   and  one  at  DeBoer  Lake.     All  of 
these  cabins  get  high  use.     Trails   in  the  area  include   the  Cascade  Creek. 
Trail   (4.5  miles).   Spurt  Lake  Trail   (1.1  miles),   and  a  trail   from  the 
Thomas  Bav  cabin  to  the  Cascade  Creek  Trail.     There  are  no  commercial 
overnight  facilities  in  the  area.     Moose  hunting  is  popular  during  the 
fall.     Current  information  indicates   that  some  subsistence  activities 
occur,   primarily  from  residents  of  Petersburg. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     Most  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified.     However,    the   logging  around  the  south  side  of  Thomas  Bay  and 
in  the  Muddy  and  Patterson  River  valleys  gives  the  adjacent  roadless  areas 
a  modified  appearance.     The  area  exists  in  an  unmodified  visual  condition. 
Some  of  the  foreground  along  Frederick  Sound  and  the  higher  elevation  area 
are  visible  from  present  ferry  and  small  cruiseship  routes.     At  higher 
elevations,   the  landscape  offers  spectacular  scenery. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (99  percent)   is  in  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)  Type  I,  where  only  ecological  change  has  occurred.  The 
remaining  one  percent  of  the  area  is  in  EVC  Type  V  where  changes   in  the 
landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major 
dis  turbances . 

About  83  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  .A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique   for  the  character  tvpe^i.  15 
percent  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversitv  chat 
is  common  for  the  character  type),   and  the  remaining  two  percent   is  Variotv 
Class  C   (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape  diversity"). 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  area  abuts   the  F.mshaw 
Roadless  Area  and  the  Tracy  Arm- Fords  Terror  Wilderness  on  the  north,  jp.d 
the  S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness  on  the  south.     Land  across   the  Canadian 
boarder  to  the  east  is  mostly  rugged  mountains  and  glaciers. 
Moderately-heavy  boat  traffic  passes  offshore  along  this  area  in  Frederick 
Sound  and  in  Thomas  and  Farragut  Bays.     Evidence  of  timber  harvest  in  clie 
Muddy  and  Patterson  River  valleys  and  along  one  slope  of  Farragut  Bav  are 
seen  from  some  locations  within  the  roadless  area.      Inhabited  and  abandoned 
buildings  on  the  private  land  adjoining  the  area  may  be  visible   from  some 
places  in  the  roadless  area.     Jet  aircraft  approaching  Petersburg  mav 
occasionally  pass  over  portions  of  the  area  at  elevations  of  less  than  ten 
thousand  feet.     Small  aircraft  may  land  in  parts  of  this  roadless  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Thomas  Bay  and,    to  a 
slightly  lesser  degree,   Farragut  Bay  are  destination  attractions  for 
residents  of  Petersburg.     The  public  recreation  cabins,    the  saltwater 
fishing,    the  outstanding  scenery,   opportunities  to  hunt  waterfowl  and 
moose,   opportunities  to  run  small  boats  on  Farragut  River,   and  the 
opportunity  to  walk  the  trails  and  logging  roads  are  special  features. 
This  area  also  offers  opportunities  for  mountain  climbing  and  backcountrv 
skiing.     The  public  cabins  at  DeBoer  and  Swan  Lakes  offer  a  unique  flv-m 
trip  and  freshwater  fishing  opportunities.     The  area  contains  20 
inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  121,642  acres.     There  are  a  rot-.l  ot 
5.0  miles  of  improved  trails   in  the  area.     Opportunities   to  see  and  hunt 
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mountain  goats  and  moose  are  also  attractions.     The  presence  of  good 
anchorage  sites  allows  boaters   to  stay  in  the  area  overnight. 

Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area   is  well 
defined  on  the  southwest  by  saltwater.     The  topographic  divides  are,  for 
the  most  part,   well  defined.     Feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadless 
condition  is  high  except  around  the  Muddy  and  Patterson  Rivers. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     Except  for  the  Muddy  and  lower  Patterson  River 
valleys,    the  area  is  essentially  unmodified. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     At  times,   moderately- low- flying  airplanes  may  disrupt 
visitors  for  brief  periods.     Passing  boats  are  generally  far  enough 
offshore  so  as  not  to  cause  any  distraction.     Present  recreation  use  levels 
are  low  except  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  recreation  cabins  or  along 
the  saltwater  shore  where  use  is  relatively  high.     Generally,   a  person 
camped  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive,   and  semi-primitive  motorized  and  non-motorized  opportunity: 

ROS  class  Acres 

Primitive   (P)  448,850 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  59,913 

Serai-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  17,692 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  10,197 

The  area  contains  20  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

P  4  89,720  4,236 

SPNM  5  8.676  1,673 

SPM  8  •                     11,048  8,845 

RM  3  10,197  2.111 

There  are  four  public  recreation  cabins,   three  maintained  trails  and  two 
abandoned  trails  in  the  area.     The  character  of  the  landforms  generally 
allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human 
activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat  from  the  community  of  Petersburg 
in  one  to  four  hours  on  somewhat  exposed  waters.     The  presence  of  bears 
also  presents  a  degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for  woods  skills  and 
experience . 

(5)  Special  Features   (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  Besides 
outstanding  scenery,   there  are  opportunities  to  observe  a  wide  spectrum  of 
ecological  progressions,   from  bare  rock  at  the  face  of  receding  glaciers  to 
climax  stands  of  old-growth  forest,   all  within  a  short  geographic 
distance.     Near  Patterson  Glacier  are  the  remains  of  a  once -buried  forest. 
This  area  is  also  the  setting  for  some   local  accounts  of  strange  phLMionionon 
featured  in  the  book  "The  Strangest  Story  Ever  Told". 
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c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  of  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There   is  high  potential   for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits  and  for  additional   trails,   cabins,  or 
shelters.     The  existing  Cascade  Creek  Trail  is  scheduled  for 
reconstruction  to  the   lower  falls   in  fiscal  year  91,   with  portions  of 
it  designed  to  be  barrier  free.     A  trail  from  Spurt  Cove  to  the  Spurt 
Lake  Trail   is  also  being  considered.     The  Thomas  Bay  area   is  a  likely 
area  for  an  additional  cabin,    though  no  specific  site  has  been 
selected.     The  beauty,   diversity  and  accessibility  of  Thomas  Bay  makes 
it  a  likely  area  for  increased  sightseeing  and  excursion  trip 
opportuni  ties . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86,   identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.  Fish 
enhancement  projects  continue  to  surface  and  there   is  potential  for 
additional  projects  in  this  area.     Fish  habitat  enhancement  at  Drv  Bay 
may  be  considered  to  p.rovide  access  for  pink  salmon  to  the  upper 
watershed.     The  possibility  exists  for  an  egg  incubation  box  project 
on  the  Muddy  River. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   several  moose  and  big  game  browse  habitat 
improvement  projects  are  planned  in  the  area.     These  projects 
typically  consist  of  thinning,   planting,   and  releasing  of  browsi.' 
species . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  33,551  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  6,381  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  26,990  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.  A 
small  amount  of  second  growth  exists  in  the  area,   either  as  a  result 
of  older  stands  being  blown  down  by  the  wind  or  as  a  result  of  .A-frame 
harves  t . 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     The  Scenery  Lake  and  Swan  Lake 
drainages  have  been  identified  by  the  Federal  Power  Commission  as 
potential  hydropower  generation  sites  and  are  withdrawn   from  other 
management  considerations.     Several  proposals  have  been  made  over  tho 
years  to  develop  the  hydropower  potential  at  Swan  Lake,   but  to  date  no 
development  has  taken  place  and  is  not  likely  in  the  immediate 
future.     There  are  two  special  use  permits  in  the  area.     One   is   for  a 
recreation  residence  in  the  North  Arm  of  Farragut  Bay,   and  the  othei" 
is  a  for  a  waterline  in  Thomas  Bay,  which  provides  water  for  a  fish 
camp . 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential   in  the  area  and  no  known  mining  claims.  There 
has  been  some  mineral  exploration  in  the  past. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventorized 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas.     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
for  any  other  scientific  value. 
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(2)     ManagemenC  Considerations 

(a)     Timber:     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area 
is  closely  linked  to  the  existing  road  system  near  Thomas  Bay,  or 
development  of  additional  log  transfer  facilities   (LTF's)    in  Thomas 
and  Farragut  Bays.     Any  significant  amounts  of  timber  harvested  from 
this  area  would  have  to  be  hauled  to  either  of  those  bays   Co  be  placed 
in  the  water  and  towed  to  a  mill. 


(b)  Wilderness:     Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition 
enhances  opportunities   to  manage  the  adjacent  roadless  areas  as 
Wilderness  and  to  provide  enhanced  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     The  entire  area  is  National  Forest  land. 
Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:  Petersburg 
Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness  is  across  Frederick  Sound  about  10  miles 
to  the  west.     The  Spires  area  is  part  of  a  larger  mainland  land  mass  thac 
is  unroaded  and  is  located  between  the  Tracy  Arm- Fords  Terror  Wilderness  Cn 
the  north  and  the  S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness  to  the  south.     The  mainland 
areas  receive  light  use   inland,   except  at  two  or  three   lakes,   wich  higher 
use  around  saltwater  bays. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximace 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  105  115 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  10  15 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  40  50 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12.705)  125  140 

Petersburg  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  iniciacivos 
to  date . 


(b)     Local  users/residents:     Local  Petersburg  residents  have  a  high 
degree  of  interest   in  how  chis  area  is  managed.     There  was  a  strong 
protest  when  the  State  considered  subdividing  and  selling  land  in 
Thomas  Bay. 
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e.     Environmental  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Thomas   (203)  ACRES   (GROSS):     4,597  ACRES   (NFS):  4,517 

GEOZONE:  SOS 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  18 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  following  cable  displays   Che  VCU 
\/  names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  "1/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
Che  reader  Co  compare  Che  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Thomas  487*  22 

Muddy  489*  22 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU 

(2)  History:     Thomas  Bay  was  within  the  territory  of  the  Talquedi  clan  of 
the  Stikine  TlingiC.      Evidence  of  Cheir  use  of  Che  bay   includes  a  village 
site,   hunting  and  fishing  campa,   petroglyphs  and  bark-stripped  trees. 
Unconfirmed  reports  suggest  a  large  Tlingit  village  with  500  residents  was 
buried  under  an  avalanche  of  rocks.     A  Chree-masced  Russian  gunboat  was 
reporCed  sunk  wichin  Che  bay.     Evidence  of  hisCoric  use  of  che  bav  includes 
an  abandoned  shrimp  cannery,   mining  camps,    fox  farms,   and  log  cabins. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  between  Thomas  Bav  and 
Frederick  Sound  on  che  PoinC  Agassiz  Penninsula.     The  area  is  pare  of  che 
coascal  mainland.     The  area  is  accessed  by  boaC  and  floaCplane  on  salcwacer 
wichin  Thomas  Bay.     Anchorage  is  available  in  Thomas  Bay.     The  shoreline 
along  Frederick  Sound  is  exposed  and  ofcen  difficulc  Co  access.     There  are 
no  siCes  suiCable  for  landing  wheeled  aircrafc.     There   is  no  ferrv  service 
or  road  access  Co  che  area  from  oucside.     There  is  road  access   from  che 
souChern  end  of  Thomas  Bay  Co  che  souchern  end  of  che   roadless  area. 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2^/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)     Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  by 
gently-rolling  terrain  with  little  relief.     This  area   is  peninsular  and 
separates  Frederick  Sound  from  Thomas  Bay.     Though  the   roadless  area  is 
part  of  the  mainland,    its  size,    location  and  shape  display  few 
characteristics   typical  of  the  mainland.     The   terrain  rises  gradually  from 
shoreline,    to  a  height  of  about  400  feet  near  the  center.     Several  small 
streams  drain  the  area,   and  several  small  lakes   lie  near   the  center  of  the 
area.     The  area  contains  seven  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater  with  about 
420  acres  of  beach.     Muskeg  covers  about  100  acres,   and  the  lakes  total 
about  40  acres . 


(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized 
by  large,   massive,  bulky  landforms.     Mountains  are  typically  5,000  to 
7,000  feet  in  elevation,  with  summits  and  ridges  rising  even  higher. 
Glacial  streams  and  valleys  are  typical. 

(b)  VegeCaCion:     Vegetation  consists  of  typical  spruce -hemlock 
forests.     Muskegs  are  interspersed  among  low  elevation  timber  stands 
where  drainage  is  restricted.     Trees  are  sparse  and  consist  mainly  of 
stunted  lodgepole  pine,  western  hemlock  and  Alaska-cedar. 

There  are  approximately  4,217  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  1,599 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  co.mmercial  forest  land, 
1,459  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  120  acres  are   riparian  old 
growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  varietv  of  parent 
material,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less  sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby,   forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostly 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (I983V  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  es  tuar ies . 
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VCU  489  is  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish,  and 
estuaries.     However,   most  of  the  values   that  contributed  to   the  high 
rating  are   found  outside   the  roadless  area. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:  The  area  contains  moose,  brown  bear  and  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  entire  roadless  area  was  allocated  to 
Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   4  under  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.  LUD 
4  lands  are  to  be  managed  for  intensive  resource  use  and  development.  The 
area  is  popular  for  moose  hunting  in  the  fall.     Other  hunting  activities 
occur  as  well.     There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  in  the  area. 
Some  subsistence  activities  occur  in  the  area,   primarily  from  residents  of 
Petersburg . 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     Most  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified.     Exceptions  are  areas  adjacent  to  logging,  which  give  the 
adjacent  roadless  areas  a  modified  appearance.     The  visual  character  type 
for  this  area.   Coast  Range,    is  not  typical  of  this  roadless  area.     The  area 
displays  a  low  profile  compared  to  the  backdrop  across  Thomas  Bay  where  the 
large  mountains  of  the  Coast  Range  stand.     About  21  percent  of  the  area  is 
inventoried  in  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is 
common  for  the  character  type),   and  the  remaining  79  percent  is  inventoried 
as  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape  diversity) . 

The  majority  of  the  roadless  area   (62  percent)    is   in  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)   I,   where   the  natural  landscape  appears   to  be  untouched  bv 
human  activity.      EVC  II  makes  up  about  eight  percent  of  the  area.  These 
are  areas  in  which  changes  to  the  landscape  are  not  noticed  by  the  average 
person  unless  pointed  out.     Another  eight  percent  of  the  area  is   in  EVC  IV, 
in  which  changes  to  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  person 
and  may  attract  some  attention.     These  areas  appear  to  be  disturbances  but 
resemble  natural  patterns.     EVC  V  accounts  for  the  remaining  22  percent,  in 
which  changes  in  the  landscape  are  in  glaring  contrast  to  the  natural 
landscape  and  appear  to  be  drastic  disturbances.     The  area  is  highly 
sensitive  as  viewed  from  Frederick  Sound,   the  primary  travel  route  of  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway.     This  Sensitivity  Level   I  area  affects  about  -i2 
percent  of  the  roadless  area. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  area  is  a  peninsula  forming 
the  southern  entrance  to  Thomas  Bay.     Thomas  Bay  is  a  popular  recreation 
destination  for  residents  of  Petersburg.     Relatively  heavy  boat  traffic  can 
occur  at  times.     Frederick  Sound  is  a  major  passage  for  commercial  boat  • 
traffic,    including  Alaska  State  ferries.     Evidence  of  beach  logging,  and 
adjacent  and  distant  clearcuts  are  visible  from  parts  of  this  roadless 
area.     Inhabited  and  abandoned  buildings  on  the  private  land  nearby  may  bo 
visible  from  some  places  in  the  roadless  area.     Jet  aircraft  approaching 
and  leaving  Petersburg  may  occasionally  pass  over  portions  of  the  ar>.=  ,!  at 
elevations  of  less   than  ten  thousand  feet.     Small  aircraft   froquontlv  pjs.s 
by  the  area. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Thomas  Bay   is  a 
destination  attraction  for  residents  of  Petersburg.     This   roadless  area 
makes  up  a  substantial  portion  of  the  southern  entrance   to   the  bay.  The 
area  contains   three   inventoried  recreation  places   totaling  4,51"  acres. 
There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities   in  the  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:  The  west  boundary  of 
the  area  is  defined  by  saltwater  and  beach  logged  cutting  units.  Cuccin!-', 
units  generally  define  the  eastern  and  southern  boundaries.  Feasal^ilitv 
of  management  in  a  Wilderness  condition  is  low,  due  to  the  size  and  shape 
of  the  area.  Feasability  of  management  in  a  roadless  condition  is  low  to 
moderate . 


(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified.     However,  adjacent 
management  and  recreational  activities  make  it  likely  that  the  natural 
integrity  has  been  impacted  to  some  degree. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  moderate  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     At  times  low-flying  airplanes  may  disrupt 
visitors  for  brief  periods.     Boats  bypassing  the  area  are  generally 
offshore  far  enough  so  as  not  to  cause  any  distraction.     Present  recreation 
use  levels  are   low,   except  in  the   immediate  vicinity  of  shorelines. 
Generally,   a  person  camped  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi -primitive  motorized  and  non-motorized  recreation  opportunities; 

ROS  Class  Acres 


Primitive   (P)  0 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  3,253 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  839 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  420 

The  area  contains  three  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS         #  OF  REC.    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPNM  I  3,258  150 

SPM  I  839  351 

RM  1  420  69 


The  character  of  the  landforms  generally  allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote 
from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by 
boat  from  the  community  of  Petersburg  in  one  to  three  hours  on  somewhat 
exposed  waters.     The  presence  of  bears  presents  a  degree  of  challenge  and  a 
need  for  woods  skills  and  experience. 
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(5)     Special  Features   (Ecoiogic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
character  of  the  roadless  area,   which  makes  up  most  of  the   Point  Agassiz 
peninsula,    is   the  result  of  glacial  moraines.     The  retreat  of  these 
glaciers  shaped  the  Thomas  Bay  area.     This  peninsula  defines   the  southern 
entrance   to   the  bay  from  Frederick  Sound. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:  There  is  potential  for  outfitter  and  guide 
permits,   and  for  trails,   cabins,   or  shelters. 

(b)  Fish  Resources:  The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  amended  Winter 
1985-86  does  not  identify  any  fish  enhancement  projects  in  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resources:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86  moose  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned 
in  this  area.     These  typically  involve  enhancement  of  browse  species. 

(c)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  1,099  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  40  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  1,039  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(d)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  currently  no  special  uses  or 
other  land  authorizations. 

I  (e)     Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  higli  mineL\;I 

j  development  potential,   and  no  known  mining  claims. 

(f)     Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  has  not  been  identitied 
as  a  potential  Research  Natural  Area,   or  for  any  other  scientitic 
purpose . 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  There  is  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area. 
Log  transfer  facilities  are  connected  to  an  existing  road  system 
adjacent  to  the  southern  end  of  this  roadless  area. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  semi-primitive  recreation,   visual  management,  and 
for  low  levels  of  wildlife  disturbance. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     The  entire  area  is  National  Forest  land. 
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d.     Relationship  to  CoQununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Spires  Roadless 
Area,    lies  just  to  the  east  across  Thomas  Bay.      It  is  a  large  area  on  the 
mainland  and  extends   to  the  S t ikine - Leconte  Wilderness.     Overall  use  in 
these  areas   is   light  to  moderate  depending  upon  accessibility  and 
attrac  tions . 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  100  110 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  10  15 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  38  59 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  115  120 


Petersburg  is   the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Local  Petersburg  residents  have  a  high 
degree  of  interest  in  how  this  area  is  managed.     There  was  a  strong 
protest  when  the  State  considered  subdividing  and  selling  land  in 
Thomas  Bay. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Madan  (204)  ACRES  (GROSS):     72,958  ACRES  (NFS):  68,998 

GEOZONE:  809 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  24 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  "1/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

Cottonwood 

497* 

22 

This  part  of  VCU  497  was  not 

included  in  the  Wilderness . 

Garnet 

501 

22 

Virginia 

502 

18 

Virginia  Lake  drainage 

Madan 

504* 

21 

■>--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU 

(2)  History:     The  area  was  inhabited  by  the  Tlingit  in  prehistoric  times. 
A  sawmill  and  a  stampmill  operated  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek  during  the 
early  1900' s.      E.xtensive  prospecting  has  occurred  in  the  area  over  the 
years,   resulting  in  numerous  claims  and  the  patent  of  one  group  of  claims. 
At  least  two  of  the  potential  road  routes   to  Canada  which  have  been 
discussed  in  the  past  pass  through  this  area.     The  State  has  selected  land 
in  the  area  which  has  been  tentatively  approved  for  conveyance. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  mainland  and  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness;   on  the  west  by  the 
Eastern  Passage;   on  the  south  by  Blake  Channel;   and  on  the  east  by  the 
Aaron  Creek  divide.     The  area  is  accessed  by  boat  on  saltwater  and  bv 
floatplane  on  saltwater  and  to  Virginia  Lake.     The  Mill  Creek  Trail 
provides  access  to  the  outlet  of  Virginia  Lake.     Accessible  shorelines 
suitable  for  landing  small  craft  and  floatplanes  are  abundant  when  weather 
conditions  are  favorable.     The  shoreline  along  Eastern  Passage  is 
relatively  protected.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled 
aircraft  in  the  area,  however,   the  Wrangell  airport,    located  on  UrangeLl 
Island,    is  within  one  mile  of  the  area.     There  is  no  ferry  service  or  road 
access  to  the  area  from  outside. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  charac Cer i::ed  as 
highlv-complex  terrain  dominaCed  by  rugged  mounCains,   many  of  which  reach 
elevations  of  over  3,000   feet.     The   tallest  is  over  5,000   feet.  Between 
the  mountains  are  deep,   broad  valleys  containing  several  sicable  streams. 
Xear  the  shore,    the   landforms  become  more  gentle.     Dominant  waterforms 
include  a  relatively  small  glacier  which  occupies   the  highest  mountains, 
Virginia  Lake,   and  the  waterfall  on  Mill  Creek.      Freshwater  Lakes  account 
for  a  total  of  540  acres,   with  another  420  acres   in  ice  and  snow,   and  6,2S1 
acres   in  rock.     Alpine  accounts   for  about  4,221  acres.     The  area  contains 
16  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     This  region  is  generally  characterized  as 
a  core  of  massive,   angular  mountains  capped  with  ice  fields  at  high 
elevations  along  the  Canadian  border,  with  somewhat  lower  mountains, 
deeply- incised  valleys  and  glacier-fed  streams  closer  to  the  coast. 
This  roadless  area  is  more  characteristic  of  the  lower  coastal  portion 
of  the  region.     There  are  no  known,  areas  of  unique  or  uncommon 
plant/soils  associations  or  geologic  formations   in  the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above  an  elevation  of 
2,500  feet.     Below  that  elevation  the  mountains,   hills,  and 
well-drained  outwash  plains  are  dominated  by  heavy  stands  of  w'esrt.^rn 
hemlock,   Sitka  spruce,   Alaska-cedar,   and  scattered  stands  of 
redcedar.     Much  of  the  low-lying,   poorly-drained  land  is  covered  witli 
iifuskeg  and  scrub  lodgepole  pine   (20  acres).     Spruce   is  also  tvpic.illv 
found  as  stringers  along  the  streams. 

There  are  approximately  49,774  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  32.3~0 
acres  are  commercial   forest  land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  land. 
28,309  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,621  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils   in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
material,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.      In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet. 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby,   forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  niostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremelv  shallow  and  rookv. 
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(d)  Fish:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of   the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game 
in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).     These  ratings 
describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish  and 
estuaries . 

VCU  497  is  rated  high  for  sport  fishing,   and  VCU  497  is  rated  high  in 
estuary  values. 

Seven  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  numbered  fish  streams  are 
present  in  the  area.     Generally,   salmon  production  from  the  area  is 
low.     Good  cutthroat  trout  fishing  occurs  in  Virginia  Lake.     .A  fish 
ladder  has  been  constructed  at  a  barrier  to  Virginia  Lake,   and  sockeye 
fry  have  been  stocked  into  the  lake.     First  returns  will  be   in  1992. 

(e)  Wildlife:     A  small  population  of  mountain  goats  lives  in  the 
area.     Black  bear  and  Sitka  black-tailed  deer  are  found  in  the  area, 
as  are  an  occasional  brown  bear  and  a  small  population  of  moose. 
There  are  no  known  concentrations  of  marine  wildlife  or  sea  lion 
haul-out  sites. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  portion  of  VCU  497   (1,302  acres) 
included  in  this  area  was  originally  recommended  for  Wilderness  allocation 
in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   but  was  not  included  when  the  final 

•Wilderness  boundary  was  drawn.     It  has  subsequently  been  managed  as  a  "LUD 
1  Release"  area  under  which  its  wilderness  attributes  are  maintained  for 
reconsideration  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  revision.  The 
remainder  of  the  roadless  area  (67,696  acres)  was  allocated  to  LUD  3.  which 
allows  resource  development  such  as  roads  and  timber  harvest  with 
consideration  for  other  resources. 

The  waters  offshore  are  frequently  used  by  small  pleasure  and  coiiiiiie  rc  ia  I 
fishing  boats.     There  are  two  public  recreation  cabins   in  the  area,   one  on 
the  shore  of  Virginia  Lake,   and  one  at  saltwater  near  Garnet  Mountain. 
Both  receive  moderate  use.     The  Mill  Creek  Trail   (0.9  miles)   provides  some 
access  within  the  area.     There  are  no  commercial  overnight  facilities  in 
the  area.     Current  information  indicates  that  some  subsistence  activities 
occur  in  the  area,   primarily  from  residents  of  Wrangell  using  Mill  Creek 
sockeye  salmon  for  subsistence/personal  use. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  majority  of  this  roadless  area 
(99  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where  only  ecological  change  has 
occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)   Type   I).     However,    the  recreation 
cabin  and  the  remnants  of  past  mining  activities  are  evident  from  the  Mill 
Creek  Trail  (one  percent  scattered  through  EVC  Types  II,    III,   and  IV)  . 
Most  of  the  foreground  along  Eastern  Passage  and  higher  elevation  areas  in 
the  background  are  visible  from  boats  using  those  waters.     Some  of  the  area 
is  visible  from  the  community  of  Wrangell.     Jet  aircraft   flv  over   rhL>  .uo.; 
in  their  approach  to  the  Wrangell  Airport. 
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Eight  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique   for  the  character   type),  59 
percent  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape  diversity  that 
is  common  for  the  character  type)   and  the  remaining  33  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  part  of  a  much  larger 
roadless   land  mass.      It  abuts   the  S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness  on  the  north 
and  the  Aaron  Creek  Roadless  Area  on  the  east.     Moderately-heavy  boat 
traffic  passes  offshore  along  this  area  in  Eastern  Passage.     Jet  and  other 
aircraft  approaching  Wrangell  may  pass  over  portions  of  the  area  at 
elevations  of  less   than  ten  thousand  feet,   and  may  be  heard  from  the  area 
as  they  land  and  take  off.     Other  sights  and  sounds  from  Wrangell  may  also 
be  detectable.     Evidence  of  timber  harvest  on  Wrangell  Island  may  be 
visible  from  some  parts  of  the  roadless  area.     The  State  has  not  yet 
indicated  what  it  intends  to  do  with  its  selected  lands  in  the  area.     If  a 
road  to  Canada  materializes,   the  State  lands  will  likely  be  used  for  a 
deep-water  port  and  community  development. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Virginia  Lake   is  the 
major  recreation  feature  of  the  area,   attracting  people  by  floatplane  and 
on  the  Virginia  Lake  Trail  from  saltwater.     The  public  recreation  cabin, 
the  offshore  saltwater  fishing,    the  scenery  provided  bv  the  mainland 
setting,    the  opportunity  to  hunt  moose  and  brown  bear,   and  the  Mill  Creek 
Trail  are  special  features  found  in  this  area.     The  area  contains  10 
inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  5,845  acres.     There  is  a  total  of 
0.9  miles  of  improved  trail  in  the  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  managemenC  area  boundaries:     The  area  is  well 
defined  on  the  southwest  by  saltwater.     The  topographic  divides  are.  for 
the  most  part,  well  defined.     Feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadless 
condition  is  high  unless   the  mining  claims  are  developed  or   the  State 
establishes  a  community  on  the  State  land. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified.  Exceptions 
are  recreation  cabin  sites,   Mill  Creek  Trail,   and  the   fish  pass  at  the 
mouth  of  Mill  Creek. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  moderate  to  high  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Low-flying  aircraft  (floatplanes  and  jet 
aircraft)  may  disrupt  visitors  for  brief  periods.     Boats  bypassing  the  area 
are  generally  far  enough  offshore  so  as  not  to  cause  any  distraction. 
Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low  except  in  the  immediate  vicinitv  of 
the  recreation  cabins,   on  the  Virginia  Lake  Trail  or  along  the  saltwater 
shore.     Generally,   a  person  camped  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 
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(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:  The  area  provides  primarilv 
semi -primitive  motorized  and  non-motorized  recreation  opportunities: 


ROS  class  Acres 

Primitive   (P)  49.391 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  6,641 

Semi- Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  10,606 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  2,360 


The  area  contains  10  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS  #  RECREATION  PLACES       TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

P  2  100  14 

SPNM  1  280  .  80 

SPM  5  4,324  2,930 

RN  2  1,140  721 


There  are   two  public  recreation  cabins  and  one  short  maintained  trail  in 
the  area.     The  character  of  the  landforms  generally  allows  the  visitor  to 
feel  remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is 
accessible  by  boat  from  the  community  of  Wrangell  in  less  than  one  hour  on 
somewhat  protected  waters.     The  presence  of  both  black  and  brown  bears  also 
presents  a  degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for  woods  skills  and  expo  r  i t?nc .?  . 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities  to  observe  and  study  petroglyphs  on  the  beach  near  Mill^^ 
Creek  and  to  watch  returning  salmon  work  their  way  upstream  though  the 
fishpass  at  Mill  Creek  Falls. 

c.     Availability  for  management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 


(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There   is  potential   for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits  and  for  additional  trails,   cabins,  or 
shelters.     Virginia  Lake  recreation  cabin  is  being  considered  for 
conversion  to  barrier-free  accessibility. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.  Fish 
enhancement  projects  continue  to  surface,   and  there  is  potential  for 
additional  projects  in  this  area.     Fish  habitat  enhancement  at 
Crittenden  Creek  may  be  considered  by  the  Forest  Service  to  enhance 
salmon  production. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86  several  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned 
in  the  area.     Moose  habitat  enhancement   is  planned  along  the  main 
tributary  streams. 
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(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  22,366  acres  inventoried  as 
tentacively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes  2,361  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  19,725  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.  None 
of  the  area  is  second  growth  except  a  small  stand  at   the  mouth  of  .Mill 
Creek  or  as   result  of  older  stands  being  blown  down  by  the  wind. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     The  Virginia  Lake  drainage  has  been 
identified  bv  the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission   (FERC)   as  a 
potential  hvdropower  generation  site  and  is  withdrawn  from  competing 
management.     No  serious  proposals  have  been  received  to  develop  the 
hydropower  potential  of  this  site.     There  is  one  special  use  permit  in 
Madan  Bay  and  two  private  parcels  at  Green  Point. 

(f)  Minerals:  There  are  numerous  mining  claims  in  the  area  and  one 
group  of  claims  has  been  patented.  The  potential  for  development  of 
those  claims   is  unknown. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas.     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
for  any  other  scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  area  was  analyzed  for  timber  sale  opportunities. 
After  a  preliminary  analysis  with  extensive  reconnaissance,  timber 
values,   overall,  were  hot  sufficient  to  warrant  further  investment  at 
this  time.     In  the  near  future,    if  timber  values  change  as  predicted, 
or  other  resource  values  encourage  development,   a  timb-er  sale  could  be 
possible . 

(b)  Wildlife:     Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition 
enhances  opportunities   to  manage   the  adjacent  roadless  areas  as 
Wilderness  and  to  provide  enhanced  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation.     It  also  maintains  opportunities   for  wildlife, 
such  as  wolves,   bears,   and  moose,    to  move  between  the  Wilderness  and 
other  areas  to  the  southeast. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  historv. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences, 

(e)  Land  Status:     Native  Land  Selections   include  a  four  acre  Sealaska 
Historical  site  at  Green  Point.       Part  of  the  9910  acre  Zimovia 
Strait/Eastern  Passage  State  selection  is  in  this  area.     There. are  60 
acres  of  private  land  holdings. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Madan  area   is  part 
of  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  land  mass   that   is   located  between  the 
S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness  on  the  north  and  the  Aaron  Roadless  Area   to  the 
south.     The  mainland  areas   receive   light  use   inland,   except  around  Viry.inia 
Lake,   which  receives  mode ra te ly - high  use. 
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(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop 
Petersburg  (Pop 
Wrangell  (Pop 
Ketchikan  (Pop 


23 , 729) 
4,040) 
2,836) 

12, 705) 


145 
30 
5 
80 


8 

104 


1-70 
50 


Wrangell  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  MoraCoriuin  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratoriura"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Local  Wrangell  residents  have  a  high 
degree  of  interest  in  maintaining  the  integrity  of  the  area  around 
Virginia  Lake,  but  many  would  like  to  see  raining,   logging,   or  other 
development  in  other  parts  of  the  area,    including  a  road  link  between 
Wrangell  and  the  Canadian  highway  system. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Aaron  (205) 


ACRES   (GROSS):  78,884 


ACRES  (NFS) 


'8  ,  S84 


GEOZONE:  509 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:  Coasc  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  Ry\TING: 


Description 

(1)     RelaCionship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  UARS  Rating  Comments 


Berg 
Aaron 

Oerns 


503 
506 
508 


26 
21 
21 


(2)  History:     The  area  was  used  by  the  Tlingit  in  prehistoric  times. 
Extensive  prospecting  has  occurred  in  the  area  over  the  years,    resulting  in 
the   filing  of  numerous  raining  claims.     Some  development  once  occurred  in 
Berg  Basin.     Aaron  Creek  is  an  alternative  route   for  a  road  from  the 
saltwater  to  the  Canadian  border,   and  has  received  considerable  attention 
in  the  past  few  years.     A  connection  to  Wrangell   is  also  possible.  The 
flats  at  Aaron  Creek  provide  storage   for  log  rafts. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  mainland  and  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Stikine-LeConte  Wilderness;   on  the  west  bv  clie 
Madan  Roadless  Area;   on  the  south  by  Blake  Channel  and  the  Canal  Roadless 
Area;   and  on  the  east  by  the  Cone  Roadless  Area.     The  area  is  accessed  by 
boat  or  floatplane  from  Berg  Bay.     Good  anchorage   is  available   in  Berg  Bay 
for  small  boats.     There  are  no  sites  suitable   for  landing  wheeled 
aircraft.     There  is  no  ferry  service  or  road  access  to  the  area  from 
outside.     There  is  an  old  trail  from  saltwater  up  Berg  Creek  to  one  of  the 
mining  prospects. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  as 
highly-complex  terrain  dominated  by  rugged  mountains,   many  of  which  reach 
elevations  of  over  3,000  feet;    the   tallest   is  over  5,000   feet.      Between  the 
mountains  are  deep,   broad  valleys  containing  several  sizable  streams  wliich 
ultimately  feed  into   the  main  channel  of  Aaron  Creek.     Near   its  mouth, 
Aaron  Creek  forms  a  wide   floodplain  and  ends   in  a  large  grassflat  at 
tidewater.     Dominant  waterforms   include   relatively  small  glaciers  which 
occupy  the  highest  mountains,   Aaron  Creek,   and  numerous  small  cirque  lakes 
at  high  elevations.     The   freshwater  lakes  account  for   120  acres,    snow  and 
ice   for  another   10,903  acres,   and  rock  covers   19,520  acres.  .Alpine 
accounts   for  3,480  acres.     The  area  contains   10  miles  of  saltwater 
shoreline . 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     The  region  is  generally  characterized  as  a 
core  of  massive,   angular  mountains  capped  with  ice  fields  at  high 
elevations  along  the  Canadian  border,   with  somewhat  lower  mountains, 
deeply- incised  valleys,   and  glacier-fed  streams  near  the  coast.  This 
roadless  area  is  more  characteristic  of  the  lower  coastal  portion  of 
the  region.     There  are  no  known  areas  of  unique  or  uncommon 
plant/soils  associations  or  geologic  formations  in  the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above  an  elevation  of 
2,500  feet.     Below  that  elevation,    the  mountains,   hills,  and 
well-drained  outwash  plains  are  dominated  by  heavy  stands  of  western 
hemlock, "Sitka  spruce,   Alaska-cedar,   and  scattered  stands  of  western 
redcedar.     There  are  pockets  of  poorly-drained  land  aloiig  tlie  vaLLov 
bottoms  which  are  covered  with  muskeg  (480  acres)   and  scrub  lody;,opoU^ 
pine.     The  many  snowslide  and  landslide  paths  on  the  steep  slopes  are 
typically  covered  with  grass,   alders  and  willows. 

There  are  approximately  31,638  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  17.359 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
14,519  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  2,440  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,  well-  or 
moderately-well -drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  ha\'e 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less  sloping  areas  and/'or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostiv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  atid  rocky. 
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(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  es tuar ies . 

VCU's   503  and  506  are  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish  and  for 
commercial  fish. 

Two  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  numbered  salmon  producing 
streams  are  present  within  the  area.     Aaron  Creek,    the  largest 
producer,   has  an  average  annual  escapement  of  1,500  pink,    and  2,600 
chum,   coho ,   and  king  salmon. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     A  small  population  of  mountain  goats   lives  in 
the  area.     Black  bears  and  Sitka  black- tailed  deer  are  found  in  the 
area,   as  are  an  occasional  brown  bear  and  a  small  population  of 
moose.     Wolves  are  often  seen  on  the  grassflats.     This  area  is  a  major 
north-south  travel  corridor  connecting  the  Stikine  and  Bradfield 
rivers.     There  are  no  known  concentrations  of  marine  wildlife  or  sea 
lion  haul-out  sites. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  main  Aaron  Creek  drainage   (44,  9-*" 
acres)   was  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   4  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan,   which  would  allow  road  construction  and  timber  harvest. 
Two  of  the  side  drainages  were  allocated  to  LUD  2   (  33,937  acres'),  wliich 
prohibits   timber  harvest.     They  are  managed  for  roadless   recreation.  The 
narrow  channel  and  small  bay  at  the  mouth  of  Aaron  Creek  are  used  by  sni:iLI 
pleasure  and  commercial  fishing  boats.     There   is  a  public  recreation  cabin 
in  Berg  Bay  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek.     The  cabin  receives  moderate  to 
high  use  and  is  seasonal  in  nature.     Aaron  Creek  Trail  provides  access  from 
the  cabin  to  the  grassflats  beyond,   and  continues   in  a  more  primitive 
condition  up  Berg  Creek  into  Berg  Creek  basin,   a  total  of  five  miles. 
There  are  no  commercial  overnight  facilities  in  the  area.  Current 
information  indicates  that  some  subsistence  activities  occur   in  the  area, 
primarily  from  residents  of  Wrangell. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     Most  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified.     However,   minor  intrusions  such  as   the  recreation  cabin  and  the 
results  of  activities  on  raining  claims,   are  evident  when  one   is  close  to 
them.     In  addition,   there  is  a  stand  of  trees  on  the  steep  hillside  on  the 
north  side  of  the  larger  bay  that  was  harvested  in  1960,   and  the  difference 
in  vegetation  is  noticeable.     The  area  exists  in  a  predominantly  natural 
condition,   except  near  the  Berg  Bay  cabin,  where  some  of  the  foreground 
around  Berg  Bay  and  the  larger  bay  is  visible  from  boats  using  Blake 
Channel.     A  striking  view  of  high  peaks  framed  by  the  narrow  entrance  to 
Aaron  Creek  is  also  seen  from  the  channel.     Overall,    the  area  provides 
spectacular  scenery. 
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The  majority  of  this  roadless  area,   99  percent,   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)  Tvpe 
I).     Less   than  one  percent  of  the  area  appears   to  be  untouched  bv  human 
activity   (EVC  Type  II).      EVC  Type   III,   where  changes   in  the   landscape  .ire 
noticed  by  the  average   forest  visitor,   and  EVC  Type   IV,   where  changes  in 
the   landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some 
attention,   also  account  for  minor  portions  of  less  than  one  percent. 

Seventy-nine  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  tvpe"),  17 
percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that 
is  common  for  the  character  type)   and  the  remaining  four  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  area  is  part  of  a  much  larger 
roadless  land  mass.     It  abuts  the  S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness  on  the  north 
and  other  roadless  areas  on  the  south  and  east.     The  narrow  entrance  to 
this  area  and  the  high  mountains  on  the  boundaries  effectively  cut  off 
outside  influences.     It  is  possible  that  public  desire  for  a  road  to  Canada 
may  lead  to  developing  the  route  along  Aaron  Creek  which  would  change  the 
roadless  character.     Moderately-heavy  boat  traffic  frequents  the  Berg  Bay 
area,   and  the  potential  for  activity  exists  in  the  log  storage  area  in  tlie 
bay . 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  public  recreation 
cabin;    the  secure  anchorage;   the  spectacular  scenery;    the  trail;   and  the 
opportunity  to  view  or  hunt  birds,  bears,   and  moose  on  the  grassflar  .uul 
river  valley,   and  goats  on  the  hillsides  are  all  special  features.  The 
area  contains   five   inventoried  recreation  places   totaling  22,059  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     The  area  is  very  well 
defined  by  topographic  features  with  entrance  at  the  mouth  of  Aaron  Creek 
or  at  Berg  Bay.     Feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadless  condition  Ls  high 
unless  the  mining  claims  are  developed  or  the  State  decides  to  construct  a 
highway  through  it  to  Canada. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified,   except  for 
minor  impacts  from  mining  and  at  the  cabin  site. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Low-flying  aircraft  follow  Blake  Channel  and  boats  bypass 
the  area.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low  except  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  recreation  cabin  or  around  the  grassflats  during  the  fall 
waterfowl  hunting  season.     Generally,   a  person  camped  inland  is  unlikely  to 
see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
semi - p r imi t ive  motorized  and  non-motorized  recreation  opportunities: 
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ROS  class 


Acres 


Primitive  (P) 

Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 

Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 

Roaded  Natural  (RN) 


71 ,464 
4,  520 
2  ,  700 


200 


The  area  contains   five  recreation  places 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REG.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


P 

SPNM 

SPM 

RN 


2 
1 
1 
1 


16 , 120 
3,100 
2,700 


140 


1 ,  909 
928 

2,  134 

75 


There  is  one  public  recreation  cabin  and  one  maintained  short  trail  in  the 
area.     The  character  of  the  landforms  generally  allows   the  visitor   to  feel 
remote   from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is 
accessible  by  boat  from  the  community  of  Wrangell   in  less   than  two  hours  on 
somewhat  protected  waters.     The  presence  of  both  black  and  brown  bears  also 
presents  a  degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for  woods  skills  and  experience. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities  to  observe  and  study  wildlife,   geologic  formations, 
ecology,   and  the  forces  and  processes  which  formed  these  mountains.  The 
.  area  has  high  scenic  quality. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroadcd  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There   is  potential   for  additional  trails 
and  shelters  located  at  high  elevations. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86   identifies   fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.     No  projects 
have  been  identified  for  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned   in  the 
area.     The  grassflats  have  been  burned  several  times  to  improve 
waterfowl  habitat.     Enhancement  opportunities  include  slashing 
portions  of  the  older,   decadent  willow  to  promote  new  growth  for 
moose,   and  improvement  of  habitat  for  waterfowl. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  7,219  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  timber  harvest.     This  includes  1,500  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  5,520  acres  of  non- riparian  old  growth.  Some 
acres  of  second- growth  spruce  and  alder  have  resulted  from  timber 
harvest  in  1960. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     The   log  storage  area  at   the  mouth  ot 
Aaron  Creek  is  under  special  use  permit  with  the  State. 
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(f)  Minerals:     There  are  numerous  mining  claims   in  the  area.  The 
potential   for  development  of  those  claims   is  unknown. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas.     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
for  any  other  scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential   for  managing  timber   in  this   roadless  area 
is  closely  linked  to  the  development  of  an  access   road  up   the  main 
river  valley  and  the  development  of  a  log  transfer  facilitv  (LTFK 

(b)  Transportation:     This  valley  has  been  studied  in  the  past,  and 
continues  to  be  considered  as  a  possible  road  route  to  link  the 
community  of  Wrangell  to  the  Canadian  highway  system. 

(c)  Wilderness/Wildlife:     Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless 
condition  enhances  opportunities  to  manage  the  adjacent  roadless  areas 
as  Wilderness  and  to  provide  enhanced  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation.     It  also  maintains  opportunities  for  wildlife, 
such  as  wolves,  bears,   and  moose,   to  move  between  the  S tikine - LeConte 
Wilderness  and  other  areas  to  the  southeast. 

(d)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(e)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(f)  Land  Status:     The  entire  area  is  National  Forest  Systems  land, 
d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Aaron  Creek  area 
is  part  of  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  land  mass   that   is   located  between  the 
Madan  Roadless  Area  to  the  west,    the  Cone  Roadless  Area  to   the  east,  and 
the  Harding  Roadless  Area  to  the  south.     The  mainland  areas  receive  liglit 
use  inland,   except  around  Berg  Bay  and  at  the  mouth  of  .Aaron  Creek. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Comniunity 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040) 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836) 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705) 


150 
35 
8 
78 


180 
60 
18 
98 


Wrangell  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
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(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"   area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Local  Wrangell  residents  have  a  moderate 
degree  of  interest   in  maintaining  the   integrity  of  the  area.  Some 
would  like  to  see  mining  development  take  place  and  construction  of  a 
road  connecting  Wrangell   to  the  Canadian  road  network.     Others  support 
maintaining  the  roadless  character  of  the  area  for  wildlife  and  scenic 
values . 

e.     EnvironmenCal  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME;     Cone   (206)  ACRES   (GROSS):     128,574  ACRES   (NFS):  123,574 

GEOZONE:  S09 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  27 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  \/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Conunents 

Cone  507  24  The  area  drains  entirely  into 

Canada . 

(2)  History:     Since  the  area  drains  entirely  into  Canada  and  is  accessible 
only  with  great  difficulty  from  the  Alaskan  side,    there  has  been  little  use 
of  the  area  in  the  past.     The  area  has  been  prospected  for  minerals  and 
claims  have  been  located. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Cone  Roadless  Area  is   located  of^  the 
mainland.     It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Canadian  border;   on  Che  west 
by  the  S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness  and  the  Aaron  Roadless  Area;   and  on  the 
south  by  the  Harding  and  Bradfield  Roadless  Areas.     Access   is  onlv  bv  foot 
or  by  helicopter.     No  suitable  sites  exist  for  landing  wheeled  aircr>;tt. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  as 
highly-complex  terrain  dominated  by  rugged  mountains,   manv  of  which  reach 
elevations  of  over  5,000  feet;    the  tallest  is  over  6,800  feet.      Between  tho 
mountains  are  deep,   narrow  valleys  containing  several  sizable  streams  which 
ultimately  feed  into  the  Stikine  and  Iskut  Rivers.     Dominant  waterforms 
include  the  high  velocity  streams  and  small  glaciers  which  occupy  the 
highest  mountains.     Alpine  covers  2,397  acres,    ice  and  snow  cover  another 
32,363  acres,   and  rock  accounts  for  about  39,961  acres.     The  area  does  not 
contain  any  shoreline  on  saltwater  or  freshwater  lakes. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  u.soti  to 
rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     That  region  is  generally  characterized  as 
a  core  of  massive,   angular  mountains  capped  with  ice   fields  at  high 
elevations  along  the  Canadian  border,   with  somewhat  lower  mountains, 
deeply - inc ised  valleys  and  glacier-fed  streams  closer  to  the  coast. 
This  roadless  area  is  more  characteristic  of  the  higher,  mountainous 
portion  but  without  the  massive   ice  fields.     There  are  no  known  areas 
of  unique  or  uncommon  plant/soils  associations  or  geologic  formations 
in  the  area. 


(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above  an  elevation  of 
2,500  feet.     Below  that  elevation,   the  steep  mountain  sides  are 
heavily  marked  with  snowslide  and  landslide  paths  which  are  typically 
covered  with  grass,   alders  and  willows.     Occasionally,   cottonwoods  may 
be  found  along  the  valley  bottoms  and  floodplains.     About   100  acres 
are  classified  as  muskeg. 

There  are  approximately  29,552  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  11,591 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,  , 
9,242  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,214  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils   in  this  area  are   formed  in  a  wide  varietv  ot  p.u'cnt; 
materials,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  lia\-e 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to   the  surface  organic   lavers  and   the   cop  tew 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wee, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less  sloping  areas  and  or  aroas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range   from  scrubby,    forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mosclv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv, 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (  1983").  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  f ish , . comme rc ia  1  fish 
and  es tuar ies . 


None  of  the  VCU's   in  this  area  are   rated  high  for  anv  of  the  values. 

Several  drainages   in  this  area  form  the  headwaters  of  the  Katere  and 
other  rivers  which  empty  into  the  Stikine  River.     The  Katete  River  i-s 
in  Canada,   and  no  escapement  data  is  available. 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     A  small  population  of  rnouncain  goats  ranges 
over  the  area,   as  do  black  and  brown  bears,   and  moose. 

( f )  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species :     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  area  was  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation  2   (128,394  acres)    in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  which 
prohibits  timber  harvest  and  is  managed  for  roadless  recreation.     Land  or 
water  access   to  the  area  is  difficult,   requiring  entry  into  Canada  on  the 
Stikine  River  then  up  the  Katete  River,   entering  the  area  on  foot.  There 
are  no  facilities  of  any  kind.     The  area  gets  little  use.     There   is  no 
known  subsistence  use. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  appears  unmodified.  Some 
of  the  area  may  be  seen  in  the  background  from  boaters  on  the  Stikine 
River . 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (98  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC) 
Type  I).     Two  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III,  where  changes 
in  the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor.     The  natural 
appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant. 

About  82  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type),  and 
17  percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  .B  (possessing  landscape  diversity 
that  is  common  for  the  character  type) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  area  is  part  of  a  niucli  Lirg:or 
roadless  land  mass.     Activities  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  border  are  most 
likely  to  influence  this  area.     While  there  are  no  known  intrusions  at  the 
present  time,   the  area  around  the  Iskut  River  is  heavily  mineralized  and 
mining  discoveries  could  lead  to  mine  development  in  the  area.     The  impact 
of  a  dam  for  hydroelectric  power  generation  on  the  Iskut  River  in  Canada 
may  impact  this  area  to  some  degree. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural   features  of 
the  area,   remoteness,   solitude,   the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  soe 
wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this  countrv  may  all  he 
attractions.     The  area  contains  no  inventoried  recreation  places,   and  tlu^re 
are  no  improved  trails. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Roadless  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:  The  area  is  very  well 
defined  by  topographic  features.  Feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadless 
condition  is  very  high  unless  minerals  are  discovered  and  developed. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified. 
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(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Low-flying  airplanes   traveling  between  Wrangell  and  the 
Canadian  mines  near   the   Iskut  River  may  at   times  pass  over   the  area  and  be 
observed  by  people   in  this   roadless  area.      Present  recreation  use  levels 
are  very  low. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
primitive  opportunities: 


The  area  contains  no  recreation  places. 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  in  the  area.     The  character  of 
Che  landforms  allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds 
of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  with  difficulty  and  requires 
entry  into  Canada  by  way  of  the  Stikine  River  Valley  and  then  on  foot  up 
the  KateCe  River  drainage,   presenting  a  high  degree  of  physical  challenge. 
The  presence  of  both  black  and  brown  bears  also  presents  a  degree  of 
challenge  and  a  need  for  woods  skills  and  experience. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities  to  observe  and  study  wildlife  and  the  various  forces 
which  formed  these  mountains. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Potential  for  increased  use  or  facility 
development  is  low  until  access  is   improved.      If  a  road  to  Canada  is 
constructed  through  the  area,   then  use  and  demand  will  likely  increase 
somewhat.     However,   lack  of  specific  destination  features  will  limit 
use  . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-85,   identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.     No  known 
enhancement  projects  are  planned  for  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   no  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned  in 
the  area.     There   is  potential  for  moose  and  goat  habitat  enhancement 
however . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  4,229  acres  considered  tentatively 
suitable  for  harvest  at  this   time.     This   includes   1,036  acres  ot 
riparian  old  growth,   and  3,159  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 
Harvest  is  not  likely  unless  a  road  is  built   into   the  area   for  other 
purposes.     No  harvest  has  occurred  in  the  area  in  the  past. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  (P) 


128 ,488 
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(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     A  69  KV  powerline  has  been  authorized 
Co  be  constructed  from  the  Tyee  power  plant  at  the  head  of  Bradfield 
Canal,   up   the  North  Fork  of  the  Bradfield  River  and  entering  Canada  by 
way  of  the  Craig  River.     That  portion  in  the  headwaters  of  the  Craig 
River  would  traverse   this  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  several   invalid  mining  claims   in  the  area. 
The  potential   for  development  of  new  claims   is  unknown. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas.     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
for  any  other  scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     There  is  no  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this 
roadless  area  without  road  access.     The  nature  of  the  steep  slopes  and 
scattered  timber  make  it  doubtful  that  the  timber  harvest  would  be 
economical  even  if  the  road  were  financed  by  other  sources. 

(b)  Transportation:     Two  routes  being  considered  for  a  possible  road 
like  between  saltwater  and  the  Canadian  highway  system  include 
portions  of  this  roadless  area.     One  route  would  come  from  Wrangell, 
up  Aaron  Creek,   and  would  enter  this  area  in  the  West  Fork  of  the 
Katete  River,   accessing  the  main  Stikine  River  Valley.  Another 
proposal  is  to  build  a  road  from  Bradfield  Canal  up  the  North  Fork  of 
the  Bradfield  River  and  entering  Canada  through  this  area  bv  wav  of 
the  Craig  River  drainage. 

(c)  Wilderness/Wildlife:     Maintenance  of  the  area   in  a  roadless 
condition  enhances  opportunities  to  manage   the  adjacent  roadless  aro.is 
as  wilderness  and  to  provide  enhanced  opportunities   for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation.     It  also  maintains  opportunities  for  wildlife, 
such  as  wolves,  bears,   and  moose,   to  move  between  the  Stikine  River 
Valley  and  other  areas  to  the  southeast. 

(d)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(e)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(f)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  lands. 

d.     Relationship  to  Cooununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Cone  area  is  part 
of  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  land  mass  that  is  located  between  the 
Bradfield  Roadless  Area  to  the  southeast,   the  Harding  Roadless  Area  to  the 
southwest,    the  Aaron  Roadless  Area  to  the  west,   and  the  Canadian  mountains 
to  the  north.     The  mainland  areas  receive  light  use  inland,   away  from 
saltwater  access. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approxiniato 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 
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Comniuni  ty 


Air  Miles 


Water/Overland  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop 

Petersburg  (Pop 

Wrangell  (Pop 

Ketchikan  (Pop 


23  ,  729) 
4,040) 
2,836) 

12 , 705) 


156 
41 
14 
84 


186 
66 
24 

104 


Wrangell   is   the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     There  is  virtually  no  local  use  of  the 
area.     Local  Wrangell  residents  have  a  high  degree  of  interest  in 
developing  a  road  from  Wrangell  through  this  area  to  the  Canadian 
highway  system. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Harding   (207)  ACRES   (GROSS):     177,598         ACRES   (NFS):  177,598 

GEOZONE:  S09 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  ^/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WAKS  Rating  Comments 


Blake 

505* 

22 

Marten 

509 

23 

Campbell 

510 

22 

Harding 

511 

23 

Tyee 

518 

22 

Eagle 

519 

26 

Hoya 

520 

21 

Canal 

521 

■  22 

■'^--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 


(2)  History:     The  area  was  used  by  the  Tlingit  in  prehistoric  and  historic 
times.     While  the  area  has  probably  been  prospected  for  minerals,    there  are 
no  known  mining  claims.     In  1984,   a  138  KV  powerline  was  constructed 
through  part  of  the  area  along  the  south  side  of  Bradfield  Canal. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  mainland  and  is 
bounded  on  the  west  by  Blake  Channel  and  on  the  southeast  by  Misty  Fiords 
National  Monument.     It  is  bounded  by  other  roadless  areas  on  all  other 
sides.     The  area  is  accessed  by  saltwater  along  Blake  Channel  and  by 
Bradfield  Canal  which  bisects  the  area.     Several  freshwater  lakes  are 
accessible  by  floatplane.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled 
aircraft . 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  as 
highly-complex  terrain  dominated  by  rugged  mountains,   many  of  which  reach 
elevations  of  over  3,000  feet.     The   tallest   is  over  4,000   feet.  Between 
the  mountains  are  deep,   narrow  valleys  containing  several  sizable  streams 
which  ultimately  feed  into  Blake  Channel  or  Bradfield  Canal.  Dominant 
waterforms   include  numerous  streams,   several   lakes  covering  a  total  area  of 
about  1,000  acres,   and  relatively  small  glaciers  which  occupy  the  highest 
mountains.     Alpine  accounts   for  3,500  acres,    ice  and  snow  ^,230  acres,  and 
rock  covers  20,660  acres.     The  area  contains   32  miles  of  shoreline  on 

sal twate  r . 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     That  region  is  generally  characterized  as 
a  core  of  massive,   angular  mountains  capped  with  ice   fields  at  high 
elevation  along  the  Canadian  border,  with  somewhat  lower  mountains, 
deeply- incised  valleys,   and  glacier-fed  streams  closer  to   the  coast. 
This  roadless  area  is  more  characteristic  of  the  lower  coastal 
portion.     There  are  no  known  areas  of  unique  or  uncommon  plant/soils 
associations  or  geologic  formations  in  the  area. 

(b)  VegeCaCion:     Above  2,500  feet,   alpine  vegetation  dominates. 
Below  that  elevation  the  steep  mountain  sides  are  heavily  marked  with 
snowslide  and  landslide  paths  that  are  typically  covered  with  grass, 
alders  and  willows.     Occasionally,   cottonwoods  may  be   found  along  the 
valley  bottoms  and  floodplains.     Muskeg  occupies'  about  5S0  acres. 

There  are  approximately  72,006  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  3"".  125 
acres  are  commercial  forest   land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  land. 
31,564  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  5,000  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  found  on  moderate  to  steep  mouncain 
slopes  with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic, 
have  cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter. 
Rooting  is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top 
few  inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,  soiiietiines 
wet,   but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby,   forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostly 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rocky. 
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(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  estuaries . 

VCU's  509,    511,    and  519  rated  as  high  value   for  sport  fish.  VCU's 
rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish  are  510,   511,   and  51'^. 

Eleven  ADF&G  numbered  salmon  producing  streams  are  present   in  the 
area.     The  most  productive  are  Harding  River,    Eagle  River  and  Martin 
Creek.     The  Harding  has  an  average  annual  peak  es.capement  of  3,200 
pink,   14,000  chum,   numerous  coho ,   several  hundred  kings,   and  some 
steelhead.     Eagle  River  has  escapements  of  271,400  pink,   and  some 
kings,   coho,   and  steelhead.     Martin  Creek  has  escapements  of  11,300 
pink,   and  a  good  run  of  steelhead.     Eagle  River  and  Martin  Creek  are 
presently  attracting  local  and  guided  steelhead  fishermen. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     A  small  population  of  mountain  goats  ranges 
over  the  area,   as  do  black  and  brown  bears,   and  moose. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     Four  drainages  in  the  area  (VCU's  509, 
511,   518,   and  519)  were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  2   (55,240  acres) 
in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  which  prohibits  timber  harvest  .ind  is 
managed  for  roadless  recreation.     The  other  four  drainages   (VCU's  505.  510, 
520,   and  521)   were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  4   (56,7S6  jcres>  wlucli 
allows  road  construction  and  timber  harvest.     Blake  Channel  and  BradfieKl 
Canal  receive  moderately-heavy  use  by  commercial  and  pleasure  boats.  The 
shoreline  is  mostly  rocky  and  receives  little  recreation  use.     There  are 
two  public  recreation  cabins  on  inland  lakes  and  one  at  saltwater  near  the 
mouth  of  Harding  River.     There  is  no  known  subsistence  use  in  the  area. 

Adjacent  to  and  partially  within  this  area  is  development  for  the  Tvee 
power  project.     This  includes  an  underground  intake  and  helicopter  pad  at 
Tyee  Lake,   and  support  facilities  below  along  saltwater.     The  support 
facilities  include  a  powerhouse,   powerlines,   small  dock  and  storage 
building,   three  houses  for  permanent  residences,   and  a  gravel  landing 
strip.     All  of  this  area  has  been  State  selected.     Also  nearby  are  a  small 
administrative  cabin,    log  transfer  facility,   and  a  log  storage  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     That  part  of  the  area  north  ot 
Bradfield  Canal  appears  unmodified.     The  area  south  of  Bradfield  Canal 
appears  essentially  unmodified  except  for  occasional  sightings  of  the  Tyee 
powerline . 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (96  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (E.xisting  Visual  Condition  i^EVC* 
Type  I).     Four  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Tvpe   III.   where  ch,.uu'.es 
in  the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor,   but  tiie  natural 
appearance  of  the   landscape  remains  dominant. 
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Forty-three  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique   for  the  character  type),  49 
percent   is   inventoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape  diversity  that 
is  common  for  the  character  type)   and  the  remaining  eight  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C   (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(3)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  part  of  a  much  larger 
roadless   land  mass.     Boats  plying  the  waters  of  Blake  Channel  and  Bradfield 
Canal  mav  be  visible  from  within  parts  of  the  area  but  usually  are  not 
intrusive.     Low-flying  airplanes  and  helicopters  accessing  the  Tyee  power 
site  or  the  freshwater  lakes  may  temporarily  distract  visitors   in  the 
area.     The  development  at  the  Tyee  Power  site  is  also  an  external  impact. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural   features  of 
the  area,   the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  t'o  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the 
processes  which  formed  this  country  may  all  be  attractions.     High  quality 
fishing  opportunities   in  the  streams  and  lakes  are  also  an  attraction.  The 
area  contains  13  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  21,762  acres. 
There  are  no  improved  trails  in  the  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  generally 
well  defined  by  topographic  features.      Feasibility  of  management   in  j 
roadless  condition  is  high  on  the  northern  side  of  Bradfield  Canal  and 
somewhat  less  on  the  southern  side  where  there  is  an  existing  power 
transmission  line  and  associated  developments.     There   is   the  'potent ia 1  for 
development  of  another  powerline  on  the  south  side  of  the  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  existing 
powerline  and  development,   and  minor  timber  harvest  conducted  in  1955  on 
the  north  shore  of  Bradfield  Canal. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Low-flying  airplanes  traveling  to  the  Tyee  power  plant  or 
to  the   inland  lakes  may  at  times  pass  over  the  area  and  be  observed  bv 
people  in  this  roadless  area.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are   low  except 
around  the  public  recreation  cabins  and  occasionally  at  the  mouths  of  some 
streams.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  see 
others . 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  priniarilv 
primitive  recreation  opportunities: 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  (P) 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi - Primi tive  Motorized  (SPM) 


90, 701 
10,722 
10  ,  603 


The  area  contains  13  recreation  places. 
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ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

p  5  16,709  3,674 

SPNM  2  1,661  .  940 

SPM  6  '  3,981  1,743 
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There  are   three  public  recreation  cabins   in  the  area.     The  character  of  the 
landforms  generally  allows   the  visitor  to  feel  remote   from  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat  from  the 
community  of  Wrangell   in  less   than  four  hours,   and  from  Ketchikan  in 
approximately  eight  hours.     Access  on  land  is  difficult,   offering  a  high 
degree  of  physical  challenge.     The  presence  of  both  black  and  brown  bears 
also  presents  a  degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for  woods  skills  and 
experience . 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities  to  observe  and  study  fish  and  wildlife  and  the  various 
forces  which  formed  these  mountains. 

Availability  for  Management  a  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits  and  for  developed  trails  and  additional 
cabins  or  shelters. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.  Fish 
enhancement  projects  continue  to  surface  and  there  is  potential  for 
additional  projects  in  this  area. 

The  Forest  Service   is  presently  studying  both  the  Harding  River  and 
the  Eagle  River  for  possible  fish  ladders.     All  species  could  use  the 
upper  Harding,   and  coho  would  be  the   target  for  the  Eagle  River, 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86  moose  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned 
in  the  area.     These  projects   typically  consist  of  thinning,  slashing, 
pruning  and  planting  for  preferred  browse  species. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are   16,442  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  3,040  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  13,142  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 
Minor  areas  of  second  growth  ( thirty- five-year-old  stand)   are  along 
the  shore  of  Bradfield  Canal. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     A  138  KV  powerline  under  special  .use 
permit  crosses  part  of  the  area  south  of  Bradfield  Canal.     Tvee  Lake 
drainage  has  been  identified  by  the  Federal  Power  Commission  as  a 
hydropower  generation  site  and  is  withdrawn  from  competing 
management.     In  1984,   a  tunnel  was  drilled  from  a  powerhouse   in  the 
Bradfield  drainage   through  the  mountain  to  the  bottom  of  Tyee  Lake  to 
provide  water  for  electrical  generation.     This  and  the  associated 
developments  previously  described  are  under  permit,   but  were  selected 
by  the  state  and  approved  for  conveyance. 

(f)  Minerals:  The  area  generally  has  a  low  minerals  rating  and  there 
are  no  known  current  claims. 
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(g)     Areas  of  ScienCific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas.     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
for  any  other  scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependant  upon  market  values  and  the  development  of  harvest  methods 
which  will  allow  extraction  without  need  for  extensive  reading.  It 
will  also  require  numerous  sites  for  transferring  logs   to  saltwater. 

(b)  Proposals   to  connect  electricity  generation  sites  and  communities 
together  in  Southeast  Alaska  have  identified  the  Eagle  River  drainage 
as  a  likely  route  for  a  transmission  line  to  connect  the  Tyee  station 
with  Ketchikan.     That  would  affect  one  currently  unroaded  drainage 
within  this  roadless  area.     One  of  the  larger  lakes  in  the  area  is  in 
the  Eagle  River  drainage  and  one  of  the  existing  public  recreation 
cabins  is  on  the  shore  of  that  lake. 

(c)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  to  manage  the  adjacent  roadless  areas  as  Wilderness,  and 
to  provide  enhanced  opportunities  for  solitude  and. primitive 
recreation.     It  also  maintains  opportunities  for  wildlife,   such  as 
wolves,   bears,   and  moose,    to  move  freely  through  the  area. 

(d)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(e)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(f)  Land  Status:     The  S tate - se lec ted  lands   for  the  Tyee  power  site 
include  acres  within  this  roadless  area. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Harding  area  is 
part  of  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  landmass.     Adjacent  roadless  areas 
include  the  Aaron,   Cone,    Bradfield,   and  Anan  Roadless  Areas.  The 
Stikine-LeConte  Wilderness  is  located  about  10  miles  to  the  north.  The 
mainland  areas  receive  light  use   inland  away  from  saltwater  access. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040) 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2.836) 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705) 


175 
65 
35 
55 


215 
90 
40 
90 


Wrangell   is   the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
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(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been   identified  as  a 
"moratorium"   area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiative 
to  date  . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  with 
commercial   fishing  in  Bradfield  Canal  and  Blake  Channel  and  with  spor 
fishing  in  some  of  the  major  streams   in  the  area.     There  has  been  som 
interest  bv  residents  of  Urangell   in  liiTiiting  the  number  of  oLitfLtter 
guides   in  the  area. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Bradfield   (208)  ACRES   (GROSS):     212,872         ACRES   (NFS):  212,872 

GEOZONE:  S09 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  25 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  following  table  displays   the  VCU 
1/  names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enable 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


White 

512 

24 

North  Fork 

513 

23 

Bradfield 

514* 

20 

Cloud 

515* 

23 

Glac  ier 

516* 

24 

East  Fork 

517* 

20 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU 

(2)     History:     The  area  may  have  been  used  by  the  Tlingit  in  prehistoric 
and  historic  times.     From  1966  to  1982,   the  Bradfield  River,   North  Fork, 
and  East  Fork  Timber  Sales  were  logged  in  the  Bradfield  drainage.      In  l'''S-t 
a  138  KV  power  generation  plant  was  constructed  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Bradfield  River  to  the  west  of  this  roadless  area. 


(3)     Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  mainland  and  is 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Harding  Roadless  Area,   and  on  the  southeast  and 
east  by  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument.     A  minor  portion  is  bounded  on  tlie 
northeast  by  the  Canadian  border.     The  area  is  accessible  by  saltwator 
along  Bradfield  Canal.     There  is  a  gravel  landing  strip  near  the  power 
generation  site  suitable  for  landing  small  wheeled  aircraft. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  as 
highly-complex  terrain  dominated  by  rugged  mountains,   many  of  which  reach 
elevations  of  over  4,000  feet;    the   tallest   is  over  5,800   feet.      Between  the 
mountains  are  deep,   narrow  valleys  containing  the  high-energy  Bradfield  and 
White  Ri.vers  which  feed  the  head  of  Bradfield  Canal.     Dominant  waterforms 
include  relatively  small  glaciers  which  occupy  the  highest  mountains, 
numerous  streams,   waterfalls  and  several  small  cirque   lakes.     The  lakes 
occupy  320  acres,   with  ice  and  snow  covering  36,201  acres.     Rock  covers 
64,957  acres,   and  alpine  accounts  for  2,335  acres.     The  area  contains  no 
saktwater  shoreline. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     That  region  is  generally  characterized  as 
a  core  of  massive,   angular  mountains  capped  with  ice  fields  at  high 
elevation  along  the  Canadian  border,   with  somewhat  lower  mountains, 
deeply- incised  valleys  and  glacier-fed  streams  closer  to  the  coast. 
This  roadless  area  is  more  characteristic  of  the  higher  portion  of  the 
region  but  without  the  massive  ice  fields.     There  are  no  known  areas 
of  unique  or  uncommon  plant/soils  associations.     There  is  a  small  hot 
spring  in  the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above   2,500  feet 
elevation.     Below  that  elevation  the  steep  mountain  sides  and  river 
floodplains  are  heavily  forested  with  Sitka  spruce  and  lesser  amounts 
of  western  hemlock.     The  steep  slopes  are  heavily  marked  with 
snowslide  and  landslide  paths  which  are  typically  covered  with  grass, 
alders  and  willows.     Stands  of  cottonwood  are  also   found  along  the 
valley  bottoms  and  floodplains.     There  are  about  40  acres  of  muskeg 
inventoried  in  this  area. 

There  are  approximately  53,950  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  1S,2^''S 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land. 
15,860  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  2,338  acres  are  riparuin 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  varietv  of  parent 
material,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.      In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well -drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rootitu; 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet. 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and  or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg . 


Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,    are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv 
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(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its   Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  estuaries . 

The  VCU's  which  are  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish  are  513,  514, 
and  515.     VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial   fish  are  513, 
514,   515,   516,   and  517. 

The  two  main  channels  of  the  Bradfield  River  are  identified  by  the 
Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  as  important  for  producing  salmon. 
The  river  produces  coho ,   pink,   chum,   sockeye  and  king  salmon  and 
steelhead. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Brown  bear  are  prevalent  in  the  area.  A 
small  population  of  mountain  goats  ranges  over  the  area,   as  do  black 
bear,   and  moose.     Bald  eagles  nest  in  the  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     Two  drainages   in  the  area   (VCU's   512  and 
513)  were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  2   (65,583  acres)    in  the  Tongnss 
Land  Management  Plan,   which  prohibits   timber  harvest  and   is  mannged  for 
roadless  recreation.     The  other  four  drainages   (VCU's  505,   510,    520,  nnd 
521)   were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  4   (117,907  acres)   which  allows 
road  construction  and  timber  harvest. 

The  area  at  the  head  of  Bradfield  Canal  around  the  power  generation 
facility  receives  moderately-heavy  use  by  people  visiting  and  working  at 
the  site.     Moderate  amounts  of  brown  bear  and  waterfowl  hunting  takes  place 
in  the  lower  Bradfield  area.     Goat  hunting  is  popular  in  the  higher 
elevations.     There  are  no  public  recreation  facilities  in  the  area.  There 
is  no  known  subsistence  use  in  the  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  White  River  drainage  and  the 
area  at  higher  elevations  appear  natural  and  unmodified.     However,    the  ar<?.i 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Bradfield  River,   and  areas  extending  up  the  vallev 
bottoms  of  both  forks  of  that  river  appear  extensively  modified  by  past 
reading  and  timber  harvest.     Although  these  modified  areas  are  outside  this 
roadless  area  boundary,   the  effects  of  the  past  timber  harvest  are  evident 
as  seen  from  the  roadless  area. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (85  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC) 
Type  I).     One  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III,   where  changes 
in  the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor.     The  natural 
appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant.     Six  percent  of  the  area  is 
in  EVC  Type   IV,   where  changes   in  the   landscape  are  easilv  noticed  by  the 
average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     Thev  appear  to  be 
disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     Eight  percent   is   in  EVC  Type  V 
where  changes   in  the   landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person,  and 
appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 
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The  entire  roadless  area  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that   is  unique   for  the  character  type). 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  part  of  a  much  larger 
roadless   land  mass.     Low-flying  aircraft  accessing  the  Tyee  power  site  are 
common  and  may  attract  attention  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  area. 
Timber  harvest  in  the  valley  bottoms  which  penetrate   the  roadless  area  is 
also  an  external   influence.     Generally,    the  remainder  of  the  area  is 
isolated . 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural   features  of 
the  area,    the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and   to  study  the 
processes  which  formed  this  country  may  all  be  attractions.     The  area 
contains  four  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  5,473  acres.  There 
are  no  improved  trails  in  the  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  well 
defined  by  topographic  features.     Entry  into  the  area  is  largely  restricted 
to  the  single  location  at  the  head  of  Bradfield  Canal. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  White  River  drainage,   the  upper  elevations, 
and  the  upper  reaches  of  both  branches  of  the  Bradfield  River  have  not  been 
modified.     The  valley  bottoms  and  lower  slopes  along  much  of  the  Bradfield 
River  have  been  extensively  roaded,   and  timber  stands  have  been  harvested. 
The  natural  high  energy  movement  of  the  river  in  its  floodplain  has 
reclaimed  the  roads   in  several  places. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Boats  and  low-flying  airplanes  traveling  to  the  Tvee 
power  plant  are  common  and  may  be  observed  by  people  in  this  roadless 
area.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low  except  around  the  grassfUiCs 
at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling 
inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
primitive  non-motorized  recreation  opportunities: 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  (P) 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Modified  (RN) 


142,028 
24, 945 


200 
16,656 


The  area  contains  four  recreation  places 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


P  . 
SPM 
RM 


2 
I 
I 


9  20 
100 
5  ,453 


355 

0 

608 
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There  are  no  public  recreation  facilities   in  the  area.     The  character  of 
the  landforms  generally  allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote  from  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat  from  the 
community  of  Wrangell  in  less  than  four  hours,   and  from  Ketchikan  in 
approximately  eight  hours.     Access  on  land  is  difficult,   offering  a  high 
degree  of  physical  challenge.     The  presence  of  both  black  and  brown  bears 
also  presents  a  degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for  woods  skills  and 
expe  r ience . 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities  to  observe  and  study  fish  and  wildlife  and  the  various 
forces  which  formed  the  landscape.     There  Is  also  a  small  undeveloped  hot 
spring  in  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:  There  is  potential  for  outfitter  and  guide 
permits  and  for  developed  trails  and  cabins  or  shelters. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86   identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.     No  fish 
enhancement  projects  are  planned  in  this  area.     There  may  be  an 
opportunity  for  rehabilitation  of  stream  channels  damaged  by  roading 
and  logging  on  the  Bradfield  River. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86  wildlife  habitat   improvement  projects  are 
planned  in  the  area.     There   is  potential   for  waterfowl  enhancement  ^ukI 
browse  regeneration  (willow  slashing)   for  moose. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  5,735  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  979  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth  and  4,696  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     A  support  camp  and  a  power  generating 
plant  which  uses  water  from  Tyee  Lake  are  under  special  use  permit 
near  the  head  of  Bradfield  Canal.     Authorization  has  been  given  for 
the  development  of  a  69  KV  power  transmission  line  up  the  North  Fork 
of  the  Bradfield  River  to  the  Canadian  border  to  serve  mining 
developments  in  Canada.     No  construction  has  begun  on  this  project  to 
date.     The  State  of  Alaska  has  appropriated  $150,000  to  complete  an 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  addressing  the  impacts  associated  with 
a  road  up  the  North  Fork  of  the  Bradfield  River. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  generally  has  a  low  minerals  rating  although 
the  White  River  drainage  is  rated  fairly  high.     There  are  several 
claims  near  the  mouth  of  the  Bradfield  River. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no   inventor LoJ 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas.     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
for  any  other  scientific  value. 
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(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  areas  along  the  river  bottoms  have  been  exCensivelv 
harvested  and  roaded.,The  roads  which  cross  rivers   in  the   flat  valley 
bottoms  were  bridged,   and  were  washed  out  bv  high  water   flows  or  were 
removed  following  harvest  activities.     Because  harvesting  has 
concluded,    roaded  access  stops  at   the   first  bridge  crossing  which  is 
approximate Iv  two  miles   from  saltwater.     The   timber  remaining  for 
harvest  is   in  areas  where  high  development  costs  will  preclude 
development  for  the   immediate   future.     The  areas  which  have  been 
harvested  are  production  sites  and  will  be  managed  for  second  growth. 

(b)  Utilities:     There  are  current  proposals  to  construct  a  69  KV 
powerline  and  a  road  from  the  head  of  Bradfield  Canal  along  the  North 
Fork  of  the  Bradfield  River  to  the  Canadian  border.     Those  proposals 
would  affect  VCU's  513  and  514.     In  addition  the  State   is   in  the 
process  of  selecting  5,500  acres  of  land  at  the  head  of  Bradfield 
Canal  which  could  become  a  deep  water  port  and  community  if  the 
powerline  and  road  to  Canada  are  built. 

(c)  Wilderness/Wildlife:     Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless 
condition  enhances  opportunities  to  manage  the  adjacent  roadless  area 
as  Wilderness  and  to  provide  enhanced  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation.      It  also  maintains  opportunities   for  wildlife, 
such  as  wolves,   bears,   and  moose,    to  move  freely  through  the  area. 

(d)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  historv. 

(e)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common   Co  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrencos. 

(f)  Land  Status:     Bradfield  Canal   (4,090  acres)   and  Tyee  Lake  O^SO 
acres)  which  are  State  land  selections  are  located  west  of  the 
roadless  area,   and  may  overlap  the  roadless  area  in  some  places. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wildeimess  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Bradfield  area  is 
part  of  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  land  mass  that  is  located  between  the 
Stikine-LeConte  Wilderness  on  the  northwest,    the  roadless  Canadian 
mountains  to  the  north,   and  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument  on  the 
southeast.     The  mainland  areas  receive  light  use   inland  awav  from  saltwatei 
access  . 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop 
Petersburg  (Pop 
Wrangell  (Pop 
Ketchikan  (Pop 


23 , 729) 
4 , 040) 
2 .836) 

12 , 705) 


185 

75 
45 
65 


225 
100 
50 
100 
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Wrangell   is   the  nearest  sCop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  MoratoriuiJi  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area   is  associated  with 
power  generation  site  and  with  brown  bear,   moose,   and  waterfowl 
hunting . 

(c)  Other:     Interest  has  developed  from  both  the  Canadian  and  .Alaska 
State  governments  for  a  potential  road  access  to  Canada  through  this 
area . 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME;     Anan   (209)  ACRES   (GROSS):     37.933  ACRES   (NFS):  37,933 

GEOZONE:  S09 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Conunents 

Anan  522  26 

(2)  History:     The  area  was  inhabited  by  the  Tlingit  in  prehistoric  times. 
Several  cultural  sites  are  known.     In  1984,   a  138  KV  power  transmission 
line  was  constructed  through  a  portion  of  the  area.     The  strong  salmon  runs 
have  been  an  important  commercial  resource.     Fish  enhancement  and 
recreation  facilities  have  been  developed  in  the  area. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  mainland  and  is 
bounded  on  the  northeast  by  the  Harding  Roadless  Area,   on  the  southwest  bv 
the  Frosty  Roadless  Area,   and  on  the  northwest  by  Ernest  Sound.     The  area 
is  accessible  by  saltwater  along  Ernest  Sound  and  Bradfield  Canal. 
Floatplanes  can  land  on  Anan  and  Boulder  Lakes.     There  are  no  sites 
suitable  for  landing  small  wheeled  aircraft. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  as 
complex  terrain,   dominated  by  rounded  mountains  and  hills,   many  of  wliich 
reach  elevations  of  over  2,000  feet.     The  tallest   is  approximately  3.000 
feet.     Between  the  mountains  are  deep,   narrow  vallevs  containing  two  forks 
of  Anan  Creek  and  two  long,   narrow  lakes.     Several  smaller  lakes  exist  nea.r 
the  headwaters  and  numerous  small  cirque  lakes  occur   in  the  alpine.  These 
lakes  total  1,781  acres.     About  340  acres  are  classified  as  -alpine,  and 
2,081  acres  as  rock.     The  area  contains  six  miles  of  shoreline  on 
saltwater . 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Const 
Range  Geographic  Province.     That  province  is  generally  characterized 
as  a  core  of  massive,   angular  mountains  capped  with   ice   fields  at  high 
elevation  along  the  Canadian  border,   with  somewhat  lower  mountains, 
deeply- incised  valleys  and  glacier-fed  streams  closer   to   the  coast. 
This  roadless  area  is  more  characteristic  of  the  lower  portion  of  the 
region  with  no  glaciers  and  relatively  low,   rounded  landforms.  There 
are  no  known  areas  of  unique  or  uncommon  plant/soils  associations, 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above  2,500  feet 
elevation.     Below  that  elevation,   there  are  extensive  areas  of  muskeg 
(40  acres)  and  scrub  lodgepole  pine.     Hillsides  and  steeper  slopes 
with  better  drainage  are  heavily  forested  with  Sitka  spruce  and  lesser 
amounts  of  western  hemlock. 

There  are  approximately  33,192  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  16,126 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
15,105  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  1,020  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
material,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderate ly -we  11 - drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  h.i\-^^ 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sonietiines  wet. 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and  or  aroas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby,    forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostiv 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  ot 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (,I9S3),  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  estuaries. 

The  one  VCU  for  this-  area,   522,   is  rated  high  for  both  sport  and 
commercial  values. 

Anan  Creek  produces  the  most  pink  salmon  of  any  stream  on  the  Stikine 
Area.     Average  annual  peak  escapement  is  166,000.     Coho  and  steelhe.ui 
are  also  abundant.     Anan  Creek  has  increased  in  popularity  with  spor: 
fishermen.     The  State  of  Alaska  with  cooperation  witli   the  Forest 
Service  constructed  a  fish  ladder  to  help  pink  salmon  over  a  partial 
barrier . 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  area  has   the  largest  concenCraC ion  of 
black  bears   in  Southeast  Alaska.     Brown  bears  are  also  present.  Bald 
eagles  nest  in  the  area,   and  gulls,   ravens,   and  crows  concentrate  here 
due  to  the  fish  runs.     Goats  are  hunted  in  the  Anan  and  Boulder  Lakes 
vie  ini  tv . 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  entire   roadless   area  was   allocated  to 
Land  Use  Designation  2   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   which  proliibLcs 
timber  harvest  and  is  managed  for  roadless  recreation.     The  area  at  the 
mouth  of  Anan  Creek  receives  heavy  use  by  people  who  come  to  camp,  fish, 
and  observe  the  wildlife.     Good  anchorage,   frequently  used  by  outfitter 
guides,   is  found  off  the  mouth  of  the  creek.     Black  bear  hunting  is 
prohibited  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  stream  mouth.     There  is  one 
public  recreation  cabin  in  the  area,   a  bear  observatory,   and  trails  up  both 
forks  of  the  creek.     The  trail  from  the  recreation  cabin  to  the 
observatory,  and  the  observatory  were  reconstructed  in  1989.     Salmon  have 
been  gathered  from  this  area  for  subsistence  use  in  the  past.     A  fish 
ladder  at  the  bear  observatory  is  managed  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish 
and  Game . 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     Most  of  the  area  appears  natural 
and  unmodified.     However,   the  area  at  the  mouth  of  Anan  Creek  has  a  cabin, 
trail,  bear  observatory,   and  fishpass.     All  facilities  are  constructed  of 
natural  materials,   blending  well  with  the  surroundings.     The  scale  and 
concentration  of  the  facilities  reduces   the  natural  character  of  the  Anan 
Bay  area.     A  float  and  anchor  buoy  exist  in  the  bay  also.     A  13S  KV  power 
transmission  line  crosses   the  northernmost  edge  of  the  area  and   is  not 
evident  to  the  visitor.     The  marine   terminus   located  at   the  water's  edge  is 
evident  as  one  approaches  the  bay  from  the  north. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (98  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition   (EVC)  Tvpe 
I).     Two  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type   III,   where  changes  in 
the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor.     The  natural 
appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant. 

Twenty- three  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  tvpe^i,  >■> 
percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  th.it 
is  common  for  the  character  type)  and  the  remaining  48  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C   (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  area  is  part  of  a  much  larger 
roadless  land  mass.     Low-flying  aircraft  accessing  the  Tyee  power  site,  or 
landing  on  one  of  the  lakes  or  in  the  outer  bay,   are  not  uncommon.  Boats 
passing  close  by  or  anchored  in  Anan  Bay  may  also  distract  users  near  the 
mouth  of  the  creek. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Many  attractions  and 
features  are  present.     They  include  the  opportunity  to  fish  for,  and 
observe,   pink  salmon  and  steelhead  moving  over  a  waterfall  and  through  a 
fishpass  structure;   observing  black  bear,   eagles,   and  occasional  brown 
bears   feeding  on  the  salmon;   hiking  the   trails;   enjoying  Che  scene rv;  and 
overnighting  in  the  cabin.     The  area  contains  four  inventoried  recreation 
places   totaling  14,505  acres. 

The  significance  of  the  salmon  runs  attract  the  concentrations  of  black 
bear  and  other  wildlife,   which  in  turn  contribute  highlv  to   its  recreation 
values . 


b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wildeimess  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  well 
defined  by  topographic  features.     Entry  into  the  area  is  largely  restricted 
to  the  single  location  at  the  mouth  of  Anan  Creek. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     Except  for  the  minor  facilities  and  the  fishpass 
at  the  falls  near  saltwater,   the  area  has  not  been  modified.  Continued 
public  demand  and  increases  in  use  will  likely  chip  away  at  the  areas 
natural  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  low  opportunity  for  solitude  in 
the  bay.     Opportunity  increases  as  one  moves  away  from  the  mouth  of  Che 
creek,   or  in  the  off  season.     Boats  or  airplanes  entering  Anan  Bav  or 
airplanes  landing  on  the  lakes  may  commonly  be  observed  by  people   in  this 
roadless  area,   but  such  influences  are  not  widespread.     Present  recreation 
use  levels  are  low  except  around  the  mouth  of  the  creek  anJ  at  the  cabin 
which  has  high  use.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling  inland  is 
unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
primitive  recreation  opportunities: 


ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive   (P)  33,572 

Serai- Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  2,901 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  1,461 


The  area  contains  four  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


P  2  13,145  2575 

SPNM  1  780  1120 

SPM  1  580  437 


The  recreation  cabin,  bear  observatory,   and  trails  have  been  improved  and 
provide  access  within  the  area.     The  character  of  the   landforms  genorallv 
allows   the  visitor  to  feel  remote   from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human 
activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat  from  the  community  of  U'rans^-.e!!   in  • 
less   than  two  hours,   and  from  Ketchikan  in  approximately  six  hours.  Trayol 
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on  land  is  difficult,   offering  a  high  degree  of  physical  challenge.  The 
presence  of  brown  bears  also  presents  a  degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for 
woods  skills  and  experience. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  numerous  opportunities  to  observe  and  study  fish  and  wildlife,  all 
within  a  small,   eas i ly - access ible  area.     The  pink  salmon  run  is  the  highest 
of  any  river  on  the  Stikine  Area. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits  and  for  developed  trails  and  additional 
cabins  or  shelters,   as  well  as  for  further  improvements  to  existing 
facilities  for  barrier-free  access.     This  is  dependent  on  the  level  of 
development  and  recreation  experience  desired  at  the  Anan  Bay  area. 
There  is  also  potential  to  provide  barrier- free  access  to  the  Bear 
Observatory . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.  Fish 
enhancement  projects  continue  to  surface,   and  there   is  potential  to 
improve  fish  access  into  the  two  large  lakes  in  the  upper  watershed. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:       As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   no  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned  in 
the  area. 

Public  demand  to  observe  the  black  bear  concentrations  has  increased 
dramatically  in  the  past  few  years.     Levels  of  disturbance   to  bears 
needs  to  be  determined  along  with  future  recreation  goals   for  the 
area . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  8,063  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  640  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth  and  7,423  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     The   138  KV  Tyee  power  transmission  line 
crosses  the  north  edge  of  the  area.     A  Native  historic  site  has  been 
selected  in  the  Anan  Bay  area.     Several  outfitter  guides  operate 
frequently  in  the  bay  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  a  low  minerals  rating  and  there  are  no 
known  mining  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  one  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Area.     This  area  is   recommended  as  an 
"other  recommended  Research  Natural  Area",   and  not  as  a  priority  area. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)     Timber:     There  are  no  plans   to  harvest  timber  in  the  area,  since 
it  is  currently  managed  for  its  roadless  character. 
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(b)  Cultural:     There   is  a  Native  claim  of  a  historic  village  site  at 
the  mouth  of  Anan  Creek. 

(c)  Wilderness/Wildlife:     Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless 
condition  enhances  opportunities   to  manage   the  adjacent  roadless  arens 
as  Wilderness  and  to  provide  enhanced  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  for  those  using  it.     It  also  maintains 
opportunities   for  wildlife,   such  as  wolves  and  bears,    to  move  freelv 
through  the  area. 

(d)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(e)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 


(f)  Land  Status: 
acres . 


Native  land  selections  in  this  area  total  7.5 


Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Anan  area  is  part 
of  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  land  mass  that  is  located  between  the 
Stikine-LeConte  Wilderness  on  the  northwest,   the  roadless  Canadian 
mountains   to  the  north,   and  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument  on  the 
southeast.     The  mainland  areas  receive  light  use  inland  awav  from  saltwater 
access . 


(2)     Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility): 

distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


.App  rox  ima  te 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040) 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836) 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705) 


175 
60 
30 
55 


230 
80 
40 

•  75 


Wrangell  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  and  the 
to  this  area. 


I  tewa V 


(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  been  identified  as  a  "moratorium' 
area  for  special  congressional  consideration  in  a  recent  legislative 
initiative . 


(b)     Local  users/residents :     Many  local  people   from  Wrangell, 
Petersburg,   and  Ketchikan  visit  the  area  during  the  salmon  run  and 
often  take  visitors  there  to  observe  the  wildlife. 


(c)  Other:  There  is  a  high  interest  in  the  area  bv  outfitters  .ip.d 
guides . 
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e.      Environmental  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME: 


Froscy  (210) 


ACRES   (GROSS):  41,395 


ACRES   (NFS):  41,395 


GEOZONE:  S09 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  25 


a.  Description 


(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  "1/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Conunents 


Wacd 

Frosty 

Sunny 


523 
524 
526 


20 
23 
23 


(2)  History:     The  area  was  inhabited  by  the  Tlingit  in  prehistoric  times. 
In  the   1930' S  and  1940' s   there  were  salmon  canneries   located  at  Point  Ward 
and  in  Santa  Anna  Inlet.     About  30  years  ago,    limited  timber  harvest 
occurred  on  the  north  side  of  Frosty  Bay  approximately  30  vears  ago. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  mainland  and  is 
bounded  on  the  west  by  Ernest  Sound  and  Seward  Passage,   and  on  the  east  bv 
the  Anan  Roadless  Area.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat  or  floatplane  from 
Ernest  Sound.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  small,  wheeled 
aircraft.  i 


(4)     Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  as 
complex  terrain  dominated  by  rounded  mountains  and  hills  rising  steepiv 
from  saltwater.     Many  reach  elevations  of  over  2,000   feet,   and  the  tallosr 
is  approximately  3,000  feet.     Between  the  mountains  and  hills  are  low 
valleys  containing  short  streams.     There  are  numerous  small   lakes   in  rhe 
area  totaling  about  1,020  acres.     Twenty  acres  are  classified  as  rock.  Tho 
area  contains  18  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 


\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classif icacion :     The  area  is   in  che  Coast  Range  Geographic 
Province.     This  province   is  generally  characterized  as  a  core  of 
massive,    angular  mountains  capped  with  ice   fields  at  high  elevations 
along  the  Canadian  Border,   with  somewhat  lower  mountains. 

deeply- incised  valleys  and  glacier-fed  streams  closer  to   the  coast. 
This  roadless  area  is  characteristic  of  the  lower  portion  of  the 
region  with  no  glaciers  and  relatively  low,   rounded  landforiiis  .  There 
are  no  known  areas  of  unique  or  uncommon  plant/soils  associations. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates   the   few  areas  above 
2,500  feet  in  elevation.     Below  that  elevation  there  are  minor  areas 
of  muskeg  and  scrub  lodgepole  pine.     Hillsides  and  steeper  slopes  with 
better  drainage  are  generally  heavily  forested  with  Sitka  spruce  and 
western  hemlock. 

There  are  approximately  39,533  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  19,480 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
16,513  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,767  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well -drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil   temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting:; 
is  largely  limited  to  the  suj^ace  organic   layers  and  the   top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  drv. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and  or  are, is 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby,    forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  in  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (  1983').  These 
ratings  describe   the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  estuaries. 

VCU  526  is  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish.     The  one  VCU  rated  as 
highly  valued  for  commercial  fish  is  523. 

Four  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  numbered  fish  streams  are 
present.     The  largest  producer  is  June  Creek,   with  average  annual  pe.ik 
escapements  of  1,800  pink  salmon.     Generally,    this  area   is  not  a  Lir!;;e 
producer  of  anadromous  fish. 
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Lake  Helen  in  Santa  Anna  Inlet  is  a  popular  sport  fishing  site  for 
resident  trout.     Large   trout  are  also  found  in  Standing  Rock  Lake,  but 
the  lake   is  rarely  fished  because  access   is  poor. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Black  bears,   brown  bears,   and  wolves  range 
over  the  area,   as  well  as  a  small  goat  population.     Sitka  black-tailed 
deer  are  also  present.     Geese  nest  in  Frosty  Creek,    and  swans  winter 
at  Helen  Lake  and  a  small  lake   in  Frosty  Creek  drainage. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     This  roadless  area  was  allocated  to  Land 
Use  Designation  4  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  which  allows  road 
construction  and  timber  harvest.     A  timber  sale  which  is  centered  in  VCU 
524  (Frosty  Bay  area)   is  now  being  planned.     If  approved,    the  sale  would  be 
offered  in  1990.     Ernest  Sound  and  Seward  Passage  receive  moderately-heavy 
use  by  recreation  and  commercial  fishing  boats.     Frosty  and  Sunny  Bays 
provide  good  anchorages.     Trapping  occurs  along  the  beach  fringe.  There 
are  no  public  recreation  facilities  and  inland  use  is  light.     There  is  no 
known  subsistence  use  in  the  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness) :     Most  of  the  area  appears  natural 
and  unmodified.     However,   near  the  mouth  of  Frosty  Bay,   areas  were 
harvested  about  50  years  ago,   and  second  growth  is  apparent.     There  are 
also  obvious  remains  of  the  cannery  in  Santa  Anna  Inlet. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (99  percent)   is  in  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)   Type  I  wh^e   the  landscape   is  natural  appearing,   and  only 
ecological  change  has  occurred.     One  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC 
Type  III,   where  changes   in  the   landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest 
visitor.     The  natural  appearance  of  the   landscape  remains  dominant. 

Twenty-six  percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (possessing  landscape 
diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type).     Twenty-four  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common 
for  the  character  type)  and  the  remaining  40  percent  is  inventoried  Varietv 
Class  C   (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape  diversity). 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  part  of  a  much  Uu'l;ol- 
roadless  land  mass.     Boats  passing  close  by  or  anchored  in  one  of  the  bavs 
may  distract  users  near  saltwater.     Views  of  clearcut  timber  harvest  (.cut 
in  1989)  on  Deer  Island  may  become  apparent  by  users  in  some  of  this  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Attractions  include  che 
opportunity  for  secure  anchorage  and  the  opportunity  to  observe  remains  of 
the  old  canneries.     The  area  contains  six  inventoried  recreation  places 
totaling  3,973  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Tlie  seaward  boundvuv  is 
well  defined,   but  many  of  the  drainage  divides   in  this  area  are  not 
dis  tinct . 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C-69 


(2)  Natural  Integrity:  Except  for  the  minor  timber  harvest  in  Frosty  Bav 
and  the  cannery  remains,    the  area  has  not  been  modified. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  high  opportunity   for  solitude 
within  the  area,   especially  once  one  moves  away  from  che  beach  a  short 
distance.     Boats  or  airplanes  passing  by  or  entering  one  of  the  bays  may, 
at  times,   be  observed  by  people  in  this  roadless  area,   but  such  influences 
are  not  widespread.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low.     Generally,  a 
person  using  the  area  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
opportunities  for  primitive  recreation: 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  28,114 

Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  7,438 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  5,200 

Roaded  Modified  60 

Rural  582 

The  area  contains  six  recreation  place^. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

P  4  3,132  2,043 

SPM  2  560  771 

The  character  of  the  landforms  generally  allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote 
from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  bv 
boat  from  the  community  of  Wrangell  in  less  than  four  hours,   and  from 
Ketchikan  in  approximately  six  hours.     Travel  on  land  is  difficult, 
offering  a  high  degree  of  physical  challenge.     The  presence  of  brown  bears 
also  presents  a  degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for  woods  skills  and 
experience . 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  outstanding  features  in  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  outfitter  and  guide 
permits,   and  for  developed  trails  to  some  of  the  lakes.  Additional 
cabins  or  shelters  are  also  possible. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86,   does  not  identify  any  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  in 
this  roadless  area.     However,   potential  exists   to  provide   fish  passage 
into  upper  Frosty  Creek.     Three  falls  would  have   to  be  modified. 
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(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   no  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned  in 
the  area.     However,    the  potential  exists   for  waterfowl  enhancement 
along  Frosty  Creek. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  11,411  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes   1,463  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  9,848  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 
Areas  of  45-year-old  second  growth  are  located  near  the  mouth  of 
Frosty  Bay. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  no  special  uses  authorized 
for  this  area.     A  grow-fish  site  has  been  proposed  in  Santa  Anna 
Inlet . 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  a  low  minerals  rating  and  there  are  no 
known  mining  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  any 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations  ' 

(a)  A  timber  sale  is  currently  being  planned  for  the  Frostv  drainage 
(VCU  524)  with  construction  of  a  log  transfer  facility  near  the  mouth 
of  Frosty  Bay. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
"opportunities  to  manage  the  adjacent  roadless  areas  as  Wilderness,  and 
to  provide  enhanced  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation.     It  also  maintains  opportunities  for  wildlife,   such  as 
wolves  and  bears  to  move  freely  through  the  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  System  land. 

d.     Relationship  to  Coaununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Frosty  area  is 
part  of  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  land  mass  that  is  located  between  the 
Stikine-LeConte  Wilderness  on  the  northwest,   the  roadless  Canadian 
mountains  to  the  north,   and  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument  and  other 
roadless  lands  on  the  southeast.     The  mainland  areas   receive   light  use 
inland,   away  from  saltwater  access. 
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(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  ApproximaCe 
distances   fro:ii  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Commun  i  ty 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (.Pop 

Petersburg  (Pop 

Wrangell  (Pop 

Ketchikan  i^Pop 


23  ,  729) 
4,040) 
2  ,836) 

12  ,  705) 


175 
60 
30 
50 


230 
80 
45 
70 


'.v'rangell   is   the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  other  special  consideration  in  legislative 
initiative . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Local  fishermen  and  Ketchikan  residents 
traveling  to  Anan  Creek  use  the  waters  and  anchorages  associated  with 
this  area. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:  North  Kupreanof  (211)  ACRES  (GROSS):  138,623  ACRES  (NFS):  116,666 
GEOZONE:  S03 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central   Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


a.  Description 

(I)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

Turn 

^22* 

22 

Kake 

423* 

Not 

Rated  in  1979 

Bohemia 

424 

22 

Cathedral 

425* 

14 

Hamilton 

426* 

23 

Salt  Chuck 

441* 

24 

LUD 

II  leftover 

Portage 

442* 

23 

Twelvemile 

444* 

24 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     This  area  adjoins   the  community  of  Kake.     Traditional  and 
subsistence  uses  have  been  concentrated  around  the  lower  reaches  of 
Cathedral  Falls  Creek  and  the  Hamilton  River.     No  known  unique  culturni  or 
historic  resources  exist  in  this  area.     In  modern  times,   portions  of  this 
area  have  been  selected  by  Sealaska  Native  Corporation  under  the  provisions 
of  Alaska  Native  Claims  Settlement  Act   (ANCSA)   and  the  .Alaska  National 
Interest  Lands  Conservation  Act  (ANILCA) .     This  area  receives  low 
recreation  use. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION 


■January  31,  1990 


C-73 


(3)  Location  and  Access:     North  Kupreanof  Roadless  Area  lies  along  the 
southern  shore  of  Frederick  Sound,   on  Kupreanof  Island.      It   is  accessed 
primarily  by  saltwater  by  boat  or  floatplane.     This  area  is  open  to 
northeasterly  winds.     No  sheltered  anchorages  are  available  along  the 
shore,   except  in  Portage  Bay.     The  community  of  Kake  lies  15  air  miles  to 
the  southwest,   and  the  community  of  Petersburg  lies   30  miles   to  the 
southeast.     Logging  roads  provide  access   to  the  southwest  side  of  the  area 
from  Kake.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft  or 
floatplanes   in  the   interior  of  this  area. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Landforras  along  this  area  are  charac  te  r  i::ed 
by  uniformly  rolling  lowlands.     Bohemia  Ridge  rises  to  an  elevation  of 
2,200  feet,   providing  topographic  relief  to  essentially  flat   terrain.  The 
ridge  parallels  other  ridges  on  Kupreanof  Island  in  a  roughly  northwest  to 
southeast  direction,   with  extensive  areas  of  lowlands   in  between.  Two 
major  drainage  systems,   the  Hamilton  River  and  Cathedral  Falls  Creek  wind 
across  much  of  this  area.     Small  lakes  cover  a  total  of  379  acres.  The 
area  contains  27  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  in  the  Central  Interior 
Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  characterized  by 
generally  subdued,    rolling  topography  and  extensive  muskegs. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Muskeg/scrub  timber  complexes  on  wet  areas  are 
extensive,    interspersed  with  mature  mixed  conifer  plant  conimuni  t  ii.^s  on 
better-drained  sites  along  creeks  and  on  steeper  slopes.  Muskeg 
covers  about  16,732  acres.     Timbered  hill  slopes  are  dominated  bv 
western  hemlock,   Sitka  spruce  and  Alaska-cedar  plant  communities. 
Minor  amounts  of  redcedar  are  present;    this   is   the  northern   limit  of 
redcedar . 

There  are  approximately  98,392  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  2o,oOb 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  land, 
22,801  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,587  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils   in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rootinsi 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic   layers  and  the   top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet. 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less  sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  opeii 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  f ee t.  e leva t ion ,   are  mostly 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  ' S ITUATION 


January  31,  1990 


C-74 


(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  pare  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  estuaries . 

VCU's  425  and  426  are  rated  as  high  value  for  sport   fish.     VCU's  rated 
as  highly  valued  for  commercial   fish  are  422,   424,   425,   426,   and  441. 
VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  estuaries  are  425,   441,   and  4.42. 

About  12  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  numbered  salmon  streams 
are  present.     The  Hamilton  River  is  by  far  the  best  producer  with 
average  annual  peak  escapements  of  7,900  pink  and  400  chum  salmon. 
Although  no  spawning  data  is  available,   the  Hamilton  produces  very 
good  runs  of  steelhead  and  echo  salmon.     Sport  anglers  and  Kake 
residents  fish  in  the  Hamilton  River. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  majority  of  this  study  area  has  low 
habitat  qualities,  with  only  occasional  deer  and  moose  tracks 
noticed.     Recent  surveys  (Spring  1989)   seem  to  indicate  a  growing 
moose  population  here.     Waterfowl  and  black  bear  hunting  are  popular 
sports  in  this  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  majority  of  this  area  was  allocated 
to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)  4  (113,573  acres).     In  1983,    the  Bohemia 
Timber  Sale  Environmental  Assessment  and  Decision  Notice  were  approved. 
Due  to  poor  timber  markets,   this  timber  sale  has  never  been  sold.  .A 
portion  of  Forest  Road  6030  was  constructed  using  Tongass  Timber  SuppLv 
Fund  money  in  an  effort  to  offset  the  lower  value  timber  in  this  area. 
This  road  is  adjacent  to  the  southern  side  of  this   roadless  area. 
Currently,   this  area  is  undergoing  additional  scoping  and  inte rd isc ip  1  ina rv 
review  for  a  proposed  Bohemia  Mountain  Timber  Sale  which  is  scheduled  to  be 
offered  in  1991-92.     A  small  portion  of  the  area  (2,895  acres)    is  allocated 
to  LUD  2.     This  is  an  area  that  was  excluded  from  designation  of  the 
Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness) :       The  area  is  essentially 
unmodified.     The  portion  of  Forest  Road  6030  is  far  inland  and  not  readily 
visible  by  viewers  from  saltwater. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (90  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)  Tvpe 
I).     Three  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III,  where  changes  in 
the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor.     The  natural 
appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant.     Less  than  one  percent  of  the 
area  is  in  EVC  Type  IV,  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed 
by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     They  appear  to  be 
disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     Six  percent  is  in  EVC  Type  V 
where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person,  and 
appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 
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None  of  this  roadless  area  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type),    15  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common 
for  the  character  type)   and  the  remaining  85  percent  is   inventoried  Variety 
Class  C   (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape  diversity). 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     North  Kupreanof  Roadless  Area 
adjoins   the  community  of  Kake   to  the  west,   and  South  Kupreanof  Roadless 
Area  and  the  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness   to   the  south  and 
east.     To  the  north  is  saltwater.     Harvest  activities  on  Native   lands  to 
the  west  are  evident  from  Frederick  Sound  and  the  adjacent  areas.  Forest 
Service  harvest  activities  are  evident  in  the  area  to  the  west  around 
Portage  Bay. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  areas  immediately 
adjacent  to  saltwater  or  major  creeks  are  valued  for  recreation  uses  such 
as  black  bear  and  waterfowl  hunting,   camping,   beach  combing  and  sport 
fishing,   as  well  as  subsistence  activities.     The  area  contains  12 
inventoried  recreation  places  which  contain  12,388  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  adjacency  of  this 
area  to  the  community  of  Kake,   and  to  planned  timber  sales  originating  from 
the  Portage  Bay  area  will  influence  the  future  management  of  North 
Kupreanof  Roadless  Area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified., 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude  in 
the  North  Kupreanof  Roadless  Area.     Use  of  floatplanes  and  powerboats  iiiav 
be  present  for  brief  periods.     Current  recreation  use   levels  are   low  to 
moderate   in  specific  locations  adjacent  to  the  major  creeks  and  drainages. | 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive  and  semi - primi t ive  non-motorized  opportunity: 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive 

Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized 
Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized 
Roaded  Natural 
Roaded  Modified 


51.611 
50,071 
9.218 
2,  234 
3,532 


The 


area  contains  12  recreation  places. 


ROS 


CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


P 

SPNM 


2 
4 
4 
1 
1 


3,  111 
4,951 
2,053 
2.234 


2  ,426 
1 ,772 
4.337 


598 


SPM 

RN 

RM 


20 


54 
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(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  No  known 
special  features  exist  in  this  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Recreation  potential  in  this  area  is 
moderate,   reflecting  its  proximity  to  the  community  of  Kake .     The  area 
could  be  accessed  by  foot  from  the  adjacent  road  system,  with 
appropriate   trail  development. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86,    identifies  non- structual  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects. 
Fish  enhancement  projects  continue  to  surface,   and  there  is  potential 
for  additional  projects  in  this  area. 

Cathedral  Falls  Creek  has  abundant  habitat  above  large  falls. 
Laddering  is  not  presently  feasible  but  fish  may  be  trapped  and 
transported  above  the  falls. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   moose  and  deer  habitat  improvement  projects  are 
planned  in  the  area.     These  projects  typically  consist  of  browse 
enhancement  through  thinning,   seeding,   and  plantings. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are   19,928  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  timber  harvest.     This  includes  2,152  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  17,598  acres- of  non-riparian  old  growth. 
None  of  the  area  is  second  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential  within  this  roadless  area.  ' 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  any 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  Maintenance  of  all  or  parts  of  this  area  in  a  roadless  condition 
could  benefit  the  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness  aren. 
Other  roadless  areas  would  benefit  only  marginally  by  having  North 
Kupreanof  remain  roadless. 

(b)  Timber  values  are  generally  low  (with  the  exception  of 
Alaska-cedar).     Development  costs,    though  moderate,   are  still   too  high 
for  economical  development.     Future  market  values,    if  improved,  should 
make  the  timber  resource  profitable  for  management. 
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The  portion  of  VCU  441  located  within  this  roadless  area,  was 
consciously  left  out  when  the  adjacent  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt 
Chuck  Wilderness  was  created.     The   intent  was   to  allow  for  future  road 
access  options   from  Portage  Bay  to  the  Bohemia  Mountain  area,   and  a 
future   tie-in  with  Forest  Road  6030. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     A  proposed  240  acres  have  been  selected  bv  the 
State  . 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     North  Kupreanof  is  one 
of  four  contiguous  roadless  areas  on  the  western  half  of  Kupreanof  Island. 
Rocky  Pass,   South  Kupreanof,   Castle  Roadless  Areas  are  located  on  the 
western  half  of  Kupreanof  Island,   and  Missionary  Roadless  Area  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  island.     The  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck 
Wilderness  also  adjoins  these  roadless  units.     This  area  receives  low 
recreational  use. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  110  98 


1  ■■) 


Petersburg  (Pop.   4,040)  25 
Wrangell       (Pop.   3,000)  55  75 

Ketchikan     (Pop.   12,705)  130  155 

Petersburg  and  Kake  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Higliwav. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  other  special  consideration  in  legislative 
ini  tiatives . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     The  area  is  of  concern  to  local  residents 
of  Kake.     Future  timber  sales  may  provide  employment  and  other 
opportunities.     A  road  connection  from  Kake  to  Petersburg  has  been 
proposed  for  some  time.     It  would  utilize  Forest  Road  6030  from  Kake. 
and  tie  into  the  Portage  Bay  road  system.     This  would  involve  crossing 
this  roadless  area. 

Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Missionary  (212)  ACRES  (GROSS):     14,005  ACRES   (NFS):  14,005 

«  GFOZONE:  S03 
GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 

1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:     2  3 


Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The   table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Portage 
Kane 

Twelveraile 


442* 
443* 
444* 


23 
21 
24 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     The  area  was  once  inhabited  by  the  Stikine  Tlingit. 
Evidence  indicates  that  the  surrounding  area  was  used  for  hunting  and 
fishing,  but        cultural  resources  have  been  found  in  the   interior  areas. 
The  remains  ot  an  historic  cabin  are  located  near  the  mouth  of  Twelvemile 
Creek. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is  located  on  the  northern 
portion  of  the  Lindenberg  Peninsula,   on  Kupreanof  Island.      It   is  located 
about  12  miles  northwest  of  the  city  of  Petersburg.     Petersburg  is  served 
by  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  and  daily  jet  service.     Access  to  the 
Missionary  Roadless  Area  is  by  floatplane  or  boat.     From  Portage  Bay  to  che 
west,   a  logging  road  system  accesses  three  sides  of  this  roadless  area. 


(4)     Geography  and  Topography:     This  roadless  area  is  dominated  by  che 
upper  flanks  of  the  Missionary  Mountain  Range.     These  mountains  are 
characterized  by  steep  slopes,   glacial  cirque  lakes,   and  an  alpine  ridge 
line.     Elevation  ranges  from  sea  level  to  3,253  feet  at  Kane  Peak.  The 
area  contains  one  mile  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     There  are  four  lakes 
high  on  the  flanks  of  the  mountains.     The  majority  of  the  area,  12,545 
acres,   is  covered  by  forest.     Rock  covers  100  acres.     The  lakes  cover  a 
combined  area  of  120  acres. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  Che  General 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  charac Ce r Iced 
by  generally  subdued,   rolling  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas, 
with  localized,   rugged  topography.     This  roadless  area  has  rugged 
topography,   and  glacial  cirques  are  present.     Because  of  its  small 
size,    it  does  not  have  the  land  and  waterform  variety  characteristic 
of  the  province . 

The  area  contains   the  watersheds  of  three  medium-sized  streams  and 
several  small  streams  which  empty  directly  to  saltwater.  Streams 
within  the  area  are  high  gradient  and  generally  short. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Spruce -hemlock  forests  dominate  the  mountain  sides 
of  this  area.     Alpine  vegetation  dominates   the  mountainous   ridge  top. 
There  are  minor  amounts  of  muskeg  vegetation  in  small  pockets. 

There  are  12,545  acres  of  forested  land,   of  which  7,144  acres  are 
commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,    6,404  acres 
are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  740  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parenc 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well -drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic   layers  and  the   top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More  -  poor ly - drained  soils  developed  on  less  sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumula c ions 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  Vv/etlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  in  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  oC 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (,1983  ).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries 

VGU's  442  and  444  were  rated  as  moderately-high  value   for  commercial 
fish  and  VGU  442  rated  as  highly  valued  for  estuary  values.     No  VCU's 
were  rated  high  for  sport  fish,   since  none  of  the  streams  wichin  the 
roadless  area  have  significant  fish  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     A  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  deor  and 
black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area. 
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(f)     Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:  That  portion  of  VCU  443  which  is  part  of 
this  roadless  area  is  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation   (LUD)  3 

(5,781  acres).     LUD  3  allows   the  land  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses, 
with  the  emphasis  on  managing  for  uses   in  a  compatible  and  complementary 
manner  to  provide  the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.     The  other  two 
partial  VCU's  in  the  roadless  area  are  allocated  to  LUD  4   (7,322  acres), 
which  provides  for  intensive  resource  use  and  development. 

Fishing  and  hunting  are  the  main  recreational  uses  in  the  area.     One  of  the 
lakes  was  stocked  with  grayling  and  receives  occasional  use.     Deer  hunting 
has  been  closed  in  the  area  for  the  last  fifteen  years.     Most  use  is 
concentrated  along  the  outside  edges  of  the  area  which  are  accessible  by 
roads,   but  overall  use  levels  are  low.     There  is  some  subsistence  use  in 
the  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     About  one-third  of  the  area 
appears  unmodified.     The  remainder  of  the  area  has  been  heavily  influenced 
by  adjacent  management  activities,  mainly  timber  harvest  and  roads. 

Thirty-six  percent  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type)  and 
64  percent  of  the  acreage  was  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  tvpe).     None  was 
inventoried  in  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

Most  of  the  roadless  area  (36  percent)    is   in  Existing  Visual  Condition 
(EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity.     .About  Lo 
percent  is   in  EVC  IV,    in  which  changes  to  the  landscape  are  easilv  noticed 
by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     The  disturbances  are 
apparent,  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     EVC  V  accounts  for  the  remaini;ig 
48  percent.     These  are  areas  in  which  changes  to  the  landscape  are  obvious 
to  the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     Roads  and  timber  management 
activities  occur  on  three  sides  of  the  roadless  area.     Noise  and  sights  of 
vehicles  and  active  timber  sales  may  occur  periodically,   being  greatest  in 
magnitude  near  the  roads  and  lessening  as  one  moves  away.     Portage  Bay, 
adjacent  to  the  west  of  this  roadless  area,  has  a  log  transfer  site  and 
logging  camp.     At  times,   it  is  busy  with  activity.     Frederick  Sound,  whicli 
receives  heavy  boat  traffic,   is  adjacent  to  the  east.     Low-flying  aircraft 
may  temporarily  distract  visitors  in  the  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Although  the  area  is 
relatively  close  to  Petersburg  and  there  is  anchorage  in  Portage  Bay.  there 
are  few  attractions  which  historically  draw  visitors  into  the  roadless 
area.     The  main  attractions  are  opportunities  for  deer  hunting  when  the 
season  is  open,   and  grayling  fishing  in  the  one   lake  where   thev  are  found. 
The  area  contains   two   inventoried  recreation  places   totalling  2S0  acres. 
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b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  bounded  on 
three  sides  by  roads  and  timber  management  activities.     Cutting  units  alon 
some  of  the  drainages  have   impacted  parts  of  the  core  of  the  roadless 
setting.     There  are   few  topographic  breaks  or  other  natural   features  to 
define   the  area,   as  cutting  units  exist  on  the   lower  flanks  of  the 
mountains.     Feasibility  of  management   in  a  Wilderness  condition  is   low  to 
moderate,   due   to  the  amount  of  cultural  activities  adjacent   to  this 
roadless  area.      Feasibility  of  management   in  an  unroaded  condition  is 
moderate,   as   it  maintains   traditional  opportunities. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified,   however  its  overall 
integrity  is  not  considered  pristine.     Adjacent  management  activities  have 
likely  impacted  some  of  the  natural  integrity  of  this  area,   such  as 
wildlife.     The  irregular  shape  of  the  area,   and  penetration  of  roads  and 
timber  harvest  up  the  Todahl  Creek  Valley,   also  have  likely  impacted  the 
area's  natural  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  moderate  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Air  and  boat  traffic,   and  occasional  vehicle 
traffic  pass  nearby,   and  may  be  heard  and  observed  by  people  in  this 
roadless  area.     Overall  recreation  use  levels  are  low,   being  higher  along 
the  fringes  near  road  and  water  access.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or 
traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  encounter  others.     Timber  harvest  or  other 
activities  in  the  adjacent  areas,  which  occur  periodically,   would  have 
significant  impact  on  the  opportunity  for  solitude  when  they  are  occLirring 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation'     The  area  provides 

Semi - Primi tive  Recreation  opportunity  as   inventoried  with   the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  System. 

ROS  class  Acres 

Semi  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  6,061 
Semi  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  3,402 
Roaded  Modified  (RM)  4,543 

The  area  contains   two  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPM  2  140  280 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  opportunities  in  this  area.     The  broken 
nature  of  the  landforms  and  the  heavy  vegetation  at  lower  elevations 
provides  a  visitor  the  opportunity  to  find  locations  remote  from  the  sight; 
and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  from  the  communitv  oJ 
Petersburg  by  boat. 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
grayling  found  in  one  small  lake  are  uncommon  in   the   region.     An  unusLui  L 
mineral  outcrop   is  1  ocated  near  the  east  side  of  the  area.-  Saltwater 
access  is  also  likely  to  attract  recreationis ts . 
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c.     Availability  for  Management;  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There   is  some  potential  for  outfitter  and 
guide  permits,    trails,   and  cabins  and/or  shelters.     There   is  some 
potential  for  adjacent  recreation  activities  to  spill  into  the 
roadless  area,    such  as  mountain  biking  or  off -road  vehicle  use. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  were 
identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  amended  Winter 
1985-86 . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  Winter  1985-86,   no  wildlife  enhancement  projects  are 
planned  within  the  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  3,683  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  240  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  3,443  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     Numerous  special  use  permits  exist 
within  parts  of  this  roadless  area.     They  include  a  Coast  Guard 
reservation,   roads,   logging  camp,   log  dump,   and  public  recreation 
cabin . 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  low  minerals  potential.     Although  claims 
have  been  filed  on  locations  within  the  area  in  the  past,  no 
development  has  been  conducte4. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
as  an  Inventoried  Potential  Research  Natural  Area  or  for  any  other 
scientific  purpose. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  market  values.     A  road  system  and/or  logging  svstems 
capable  of  harvesting  the  area  would  be  necessary.     Nearby  roads  could 
be  extended  to  accomplish  much  of  this. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  certain  wildlife  and  traditional  recreation 
activities . 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  System  land. 
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d.   Relationship  Co  conuuuni ties  and  other  roadless  and  Wilderness  areas. 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  roadless 
areas  are  Five  Mile,   and  North  Kupreanof.     The  Petersburg  Creek-Duncnn  S^ilt 
Chuck  Wilderness   is   located  four  miles   to  the  south. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Conununity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  100  110 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  12  15 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  46  56 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  115  120 


Petersburg  is   the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as. a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Portions  of  the  area  are  traditional 
and/or  popular  recreation  areas. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Five  Mile   (213)         ACRES   (GROSS):     20,297  ACRES   (NFS):  19,438 

GEOZONE:  S03 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central   Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  25 


a.  Description 


(I)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  following  table  displays  the  VCU 
\J  names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comnients 


Twelvemile 

Sukoi 

Narrows 


444* 

446 

447* 


24 
22 
20 


LjJD  IV 
LUD  III 
LUD  III 


■■--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     This  area  lies  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Lindenberg 
Peninsula  on  Kupreanof  Island  at  Five  Mile  Creek,   and  includes   the  Sukoi 
Islets.     Several  historic  resources  exist  in  this  area.     This  area  has 
relatively  moderate  recreation  use.     One  developed  trail   leads  from 
saltwater  to  Colp  Lake. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     Five  Mile  Roadless  Area  lies  along  the  eastorn 
shore  of  the  Lindenberg  Peninsula  on  Kupreanof  Island.     This  area  is 
accessed  primarily  by  saltwater  by  boat.     Good  anchorages  exist  near  the 
Sukoi  Islets,   and  about  eight  miles  south  of  Cape  Strait.     The  Petersburg, 
Mountain  Trail  provides  access  into  the  southern  part  of  this  area. 
Logging  roads  from  Portage  Bay  access  portions  on  the  west.     The  coiiiinun  i  tv 
of  Kake  lies  33  air  miles  to  the  west,   and  the  community  of  Petersburg  lies 
five  miles  to  the  south.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled 
aircraft  or  floatplanes  in  the  interior  of  this  area. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wildeimess  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Landforms  along  this  area  are  characterized 
by  a  glacier-fed  stream,   Five  Mile  Creek,   and  steeply-rising  mountain 
slopes.     The  highest  peak,   Del  Monte,    rises   to  2,250  feet  from  saltwater. 
The  area  contains   13  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     The  Sukoi  Islands 
account  for  200  acres  of  this  roadless  area,    freshwater  lakes  cover  ano'ther 
140  acres,   and  alpine  terrain  covers  1,300  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem:  , 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally 
characterized  by  rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg 
areas,   but  may  have  rugged  terrain  in  localized  areas. 

(b)  Vegetation:  Muskeg/scrub  timber  complexes  on  wet  areas  account 
for  about  80  acres,   interspersed  with  mature  mixed  conifer  plant 
communities  on  better-drained  sites  along  creeks  and  on  steeper 
slopes.     Timbered  hill  slopes  are  dominated  by  western  hemlock,  Sitka 
spruce,   and  Alaska-cedar  plant  communities.     Minor  amounts  of  redcedar 
are  present. 

There  are  approximately  15,998  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  S,65S 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
7,978  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  500  acres  are  riparian  old 
growth . 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  varietv  of  parent 
materials,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or- 
moderate ly -we  1 1 - drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rootins-; 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the   top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry.  ' 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (  1983  ).  Tliese 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  estuaries. 

One  VCU,   447,   is  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish. 

Five  Mile  Creek,    the  only  ADF&G  numbered  stream  in  this  area,   has  an 
average  annual  peak  escapement  of  1,800  pink  salmon.  Petersburg 
anglers  often  fish  in  the  stream. 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  majority  of  this  study  area  has  moderate 
habitat  qualities,   with  only  occasional  deer  and  moose   track  sign 
noticed.     Waterfowl  and  black  bear  hunting  are  popular  sports 
associated  with  the  estuary  at  the  head  of  Five  Mile  Creek. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     This  area  was  designated  as  a  combination 
of  Land  Use  Designation   (LUD)   3   (  12,837  acres)   and  LUD  '4   (^o.-tOI  acres) 
areas.     A  tentative  road  corridor  has  been  identified  along  the  shoreline 
to  connect  the  Lindenberg  Peninsula  to  Portage  Bay,   and  possiblv  to  Kake . 
There  is  high  public  concern  of  a  possible  connection  of  Kupreanof  to 

Kake  . 

Two  trails  exist  in  this  area,  both  beginning  at  saltwater.     The  Petersburg 
Mountain  Trail  receives  relatively  heavy  use  and  climbs  up  to  Petersburg 
Mountain.     The  Colp  Lake  Trail  receives  light  use  and  accesses  Colp  Lake. 
Use  is  primarily  by  day  users  from  nearby  Petersburg. 

The  Sukoi  Islands  lie  in  a  primary  marine  route  for  pleasure  and  commercial 
boat  traffic.     This  includes  the  Alaska  State  ferries  which  cruise  between 
the  islands  and  view  much  of  this  roadless  area. 

Several  small  buildings  exist  on  two  private  parcels  of  land  at  the  mouth 
of  Five  Mile  Creek.  Navigation  markers  are  maintained  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Sukoi  Islands. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  is  essentially 
unmodified.     It  is  visible  from  major  marine  travel  routes  and  provides  a 
backdrop  for  the  city  of  Petersburg. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (88  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC")  Tvpe 
I).     Less  than  one  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III,  where 
changes  in  the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor.  The 
natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant.     Five  percent  is  in 
EVC  Type  V  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average 
person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

Forty-seven  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type'^,  5.] 
percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that 
is  common  for  the  character  type)  and  the  remaining  one  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  northern  end  of  the 
Lindenberg  Peninsula  is  roaded  and  connected  to  Portage  Bay.     To   the  east 
is  saltwater  (Frederick  Sound)  which  receives  heavy  boat  traffic.     To  chk^ 
southeast  this  roadless  area  adjoins  the  community  of  Kupreanof  (.West 
Petersburg).     Across  Wrangell  Narrows   from  Kupreanof   is   the  citv  of 
Petersburg.     Immediately  to  the  south  is  the  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt 
Chuck  Wilderness  area. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  areas   immed ia ce Iv 
.   adjacent  to  saltwater  or  major  creeks  are  valued  for  recreation  uses  such 
as  black  bear  hunting,   hiking,   and  beach  combing.     Sport   fishing  is  popula 
around  the  Sukoi  Islets.     Colp  Lake  Trail   includes  views  of  small  glaciers 
and  ice   fields.     The  Petersburg  Mountain  Trail   is   readily  accessible  from 
the  state  dock  in  Kupreanof,   across  Wrangell  Narrows   from  the  city  of 
Petersburg.      It  provides  outstanding  views   from  the   top  of  Petersburg 
Mountain  and  provides  access  to  alpine.     The  area  contains  six  inventoried 
recreation  places   totaling  6,139  acres. 

Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Ar  eas   to   the  north  are 
defined  by  roads  and  harvest  areas.     The  east  is  well  defined  by 
saltwater.     The  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness  lies  to  the 
south . 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:  There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude  i 
'    Che  Five  Mile  Roadless  Area.     Use  of  floatplanes  and  motorboats  may  disrup 

visitors  for  brief  periods.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low  to 
moderate  in  specific  locations  adjacent  to  the  major  creeks  and  drainages, 
A  visitor  camped  on  the  beach  may  see  or  be  seen  by  fishing  boats  offshore 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive  and  semi - primi tive  motorized  opportunity: 

^     ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive   (P)  5,400 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  4,581 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  7,691 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  1,760 

The  area  contains  six  recreation  places. 

ROS  ClJ\SS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES       TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

P  1  3,479  175 

SPM  5  2,659  1,684 


(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  Feature 
in  the  southern  portion  of  the  area  form  a  backdrop  for  Petersburg  and  the 
marine  gateway  from  the  north. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     Recreation  potential   for  Five  Mile  area  i 
moderate  to  high.     Use  of  the  developed  trails  is  primarilv  bv 
residents  of  Petersburg  or  Kupreanof.     Additional   trails,  c^ibLiis 
and/or  shelters  all  have  potential.     The  area  displays  a  wide  variecv 
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of  se Ctings - - f rom  offshore   islands  to  alpine--Ln  a  compact  area  chat 
is  easily  accessible  from  Petersburg  and  Kupreanof. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86   identifies   fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.     However  none 
are  planned  at  this  time. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned  in  the 
area.     These  projects   typically  consist  of  browse  enhancement. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  5,259  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  timber  harvest.     This  includes  360  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  4,719  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.  None 
of  the  area  is  second  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     A  special  use  permit  exists  for  an 
electronics  site  on  top  of  Petersburg  Mountain. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential  in  the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  any 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

^    (a)     Maintenance  of  this  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances  the 
opportunity  to  manage  the  adjacent  Petersburg  Creek- Duncan  Salt  Chuck 
Wilderness  area.     It  also  maintains  existing  recreation  opportunities 
and  the  visual  backdrop  for  the  towns  of  Petersburg  and  Kupreanot. 

(b)  There  are  good  timber  values  in  this  area,   however  high  reading 
costs  and  high  scenic  values  will  need  to  be  recognized.  An 
additional  log  transfer  facility  is  also  desirable  to  lessen  the  haul 
cost  to  Portage  Bay,    the  nearest  log  transfer  facility. 

(c)  There  is  continued  interest  in  future  road  access  from  Kake  to 
Kupreanof.     Access   through  the  Five  Mile  Roadless  Area  would  be 
necessary  to  accomplish  this,   and  would  likely  be  along  the  eastern 
boundary,   along  or  just  above  the  saltwater  shoreline. 

(d)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(e)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(f)  Land  Status:     Fifty  acres  of  this  area  is  made  up  of  private 
landholdings .     Six  hundred  acres  are  proposed  for  State  land 
selection . 
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d .     Relationship  Co  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  . 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  western  and 
southern  boundaries  of  the  Five  Mile  Roadless  Area  adjoin  the  eastern  and 
northern  boundaries  of  the  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness 
area.     The  remaining  roadless  units  on  Kupreanof  Island  are  separated  from 
the   Five  Mile  Roadless  Area  by  saltwater  or  roaded  areas.     Overall,  this 
area  receives  moderate  recreational  use. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Petersburg  is   the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Morattorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Interest  has  developed   in  this  roadless 
area  concerning  potential  road  access  from  Kake   to  Kupreanof. 

e .     Environmental  Consequences 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040) 
Wrangell       (Pop.  2,836) 


115 
5 
35 


115 
5 
40 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:  South  Kupreanof  (214)  ACRES  (GROSS):  209,957  ACRES  (NFS):  209,957 
GEOZONE:     S03  and  SIO 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central   Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  26 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

Irish 

429* 

24 

LUD  4 

Lovelace 

430* 

22 

LUD  4 

Barrie 

431* 

21 

LUD  4 

Totem 

432* 

23 

LUD  4 

Douglas 

433* 

18 

LUD  4 

Castle  River 

436 

21 

LUD  4 

Indian 

438* 

24 

LUD  4 

Towers 

440 

25 

LUD  3 

*--The  roadless  area   includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     The  shorelines  along  the  southern  boundary  and  along  Duncnii 
Canal  were  probably  used  extensively  by  the  Tlingit.     No  extensive  cultural 
evaluation  has  been  completed  for  the  South  Kupreanof  Roadless  Area. 
Incidental  evidence,   such  as  pitch  trees,   and  remains  of  fox  farms  .md 
villages,    indicates  that  additional  cultural  sites  may  be  discovered 
through  intensive  archeological  investigation.     In  modern  times,  although 
this  area  was  designated  as  a  LUD  4,   activities  have  been  minimal  to 
non-existent  on  South  Kupreanof  Roadless  Area,   except  for  A-frame  logging 
along  the  beach  areas . 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

1/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:     South  Kupreanof  Roadless  Area   is  east  of  Rockv 
Pass  Roadless  Area  and  west  of  Castle  Roadless  Area,   on  Kupreanof  Island. 
On  the  northeast  corner,    it  adjoins   the  Petersburg  Creek-Dunc  an  Salt  Chuck 
Wilderness  area.     Technically,    this   roadless  area  does  not  reach   to  the 
shoreline  along  Sumner  Strait,   due   to  the  presence  of  clearcutting  and  road 
construction  which  occurred  in  the  late  1960's   through  the  mid  -  19 70 ' s .  It 
is  accessible  primarily  by  saltwater  by  boat  or  floatplane.     A  few  good 
anchorages  are   located  along  the  southern  shoreline,   and  within  Duncan 
Canal.     Several  of  the   inland  lakes  are  large  enough  to  land  small 
floatplanes.     The  community  of  Kake   lies  65  air  miles   from  the  heart  of 
this  area.     There  are  no  sites  suitable   for  landing  wheeled  aircraft. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Landforms   in  this  area  are  characterised  bv 
uniformly- rolling  to  moderately-steep  hills,   typically  less   than  1,500  feet 
in  elevation.     The  ridges  parallel  each  other  in  a  roughly  northwest  to 
southeast  direction.     The  area  contains  38  miles  of  shoreline  on 
saltwater.     Freshwater  lakes  occupy  1,203  acres,   alpine  about  1,282  acres, 
and  rock  makes  up  another  40  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     The  area  typifies  the 
low-lying,   rolling  terrain  with  little  relief,   and  rounded  gentle 
ridges  characteristic  of  this  province. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Muskeg/scrub  timber  complexes  on  wet  areas   (10.3  3':"' 
acres)   are   interspersed  with  mature  mixed  conifer  plant  communities  on 
better-drained  sites.     Timbered  hill  slopes  are  dominated  bv  western 
hemlock  and  Alaska-cedar  plant  communities.     Minor  amounts  of  redcedar 
are  present. 

There  are  approximately  195,353  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  S3.oI7 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
70,394  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  12,962  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.      In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More -poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 
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(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its   Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (I9S3).  These 
ratings  describe   the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,    commercial  fish 
and  estuaries . 

There  are  four  VCU's  which  are  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish. 
These  are  VCU's  429,   431,   436,   440.         VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued 
for  commercial  fish  are  431,   432,   436,   440.     VCU's  rated  as  highly 
valued  estuaries   include  430,   432,   433,   438,  440. 

The  area  contains  either  the  entire  stream  or  the  headwaters  of 
approximately  twenty  ADF&G  numbered  salmon  producing  streams.  The 
most  important  include  Castle  River,   Irish  Creek,   Tunehean  Creek,  and 
Kushnahean  Creek.     All  are  very  good  producers  of  Coho  salmon  and 
steelhead.     Castle  River  is  a  very  popular  sport  fishing  area  for 
Coho.     Additionally,   these  sCreams  produce  pink  and  chum  salmon. 
Tunehean  has  an  average  peak  escapement  of  23,600  pink.  Generally, 
this  area  is  a  good  producer  of  anadromous  fish.     Irish  Creek  Fish 
Ladder  was  constructed  in  1984  to  open  an  extensive  watershed  to 
salmon . 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Historically,   South  Kupreanof  was  known  for 
moderate  to  high  Sitka  black-tailed  deer  population.     In  the  late 
1960's  and  early  1970's,   all  of  Southeast  Alaska  experienced  a  declin 
in  deer  populations.     Moose  are  also  present  and  recent  surveys 
(Spring  1989)   seem  to  indicate  a  growing  moose  population  here. 

(f)  Threatened  aijd  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     With  the  exception  of  VCU  440  (Towers'! 
which  is  allocated  as  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3   (26,346  acres),  the 
remaining  area  was  designated  as  LUD  4  (183,551  acres).     There  currently  i 
one  operating  timber  sale  within  this  roadless  area.     Harvesting  and 
reading  will  occur  primarily  in  the  northern  half  of  VCU  429   (Irish  Creek^i 

Some  timber  harvest  has  been  planned  to  the  south  of  this  area.     In  b''S-4 
the  Totem  Timber  Sale  was  planned  which  provides  for  a  log  transfer 
facility  in  Douglas  Bay.     This  sale  was  laid  out  but  never  offered.  The 
Totem  is  within  VCU's  429,   432,   433,  434  and  436.     Implementation  of  this 
sale  has  been  delayed  because  of  the  lack  of  road  funds. 

Overall,    this  roadless  area  receives  light  recreational  use. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):       Portions  of  the  roadless  area  ar 
viewed  from  Sumner  Strait,   a  major  travel  route  used  by  cruiseships  and 
Alaska  State  ferries.     The  Tunehean  Creek  drainage  is  seen  as  background 
from  Rocky  Pass,   a  secondary  travel  route  used  frequently  bv  rec rea t ion i s r 
in  small  boats.     Most  of  the  roadless  area  appears  unmodified  from 
established  travel  routes,   although  the  beach  area  adjacent  to  the  roadies 
area  appears  highly  modified  where  logging  has  occurred   in  the  pasc. 
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The  majority  of  this  area   (97  percent)    is  natural  appearing,   where  only 
ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition   (EVC)   Type  I). 
Less   than  one  percent  of  the  area  appears   to  be  untouched  by  human  activitv 
(EVC  Tvpe   II).     Less   than  one  percent  is   in  EVC  Type  IV,   where  changes  in 
the   landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some 
attention.     Thev  appear  to  be  disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns. 
Two  percent   is   in  EVC  Tvpe  V  where  changes   in  the   landscape  are  obvious  Co 
the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

Less   than  one  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  .A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that   is  unique   for  the  character  type"). 
About  15  percent  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape 
diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  type).     The  remaining  84  percent 
is  inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences) :     South  Kupreanof  Roadless  Area  is 
generally  surrounded  by  other  roadless  areas.     Road  construction  is 
occurring  in  the  northern  portion  and  is  planned  for  the  southern  arm. 
Much  of  the  adjacent  southern  beach  areas  have  been  logged.      In  addition, 
this  area  is  relatively  flat,   lessening  the  external  impacts  from  within. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  areas  immediatelv 
adjacent  to  saltwater  or  major  creeks  are  highly  valued  for  recreation  uses 
such  as  black  bear  and  waterfowl  hunting,   camping,    trapping,   beach  combing, 
and  sport  fishing.     Beaches  between  Point  Barrie  and  Totem  Point  are  made 
up  of  small  multi-colored  and  agate-like  stones.     Stone  columns  produced  liv 
erosion  formed  the   "totems"  at  the  head  of  Totem  Bay.     The   Forest  Service 
once  maintained  recreation  cabins  in  Towers  Arm  and  at  Towers  Lake,   but  the 
cabins  were  eliminated.     There  are   14  inventoried  recreation  places  uiiich 
contain  26,056  acres.     Bear  hunting  and  sport  fishing  occur  tliroughout. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     South  Kupreanof 
Roadless  Area  is  surrounded  by  roadless  areas  on  all  sides,   except  for  the 
fringe  of  clearcut  units  on  saltwater  facing  Sumner  Strait. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  high  opportunity   for  solitude  in 
the  South  Kupreanof  Roadless  Area.     Use  of  floatplanes  and  motorboats  nuiv 
disrupt  visitors  for  brief  periods.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive  and  semi -primitive  non-motorized  opportunity: 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  (P) 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


165,831 
30 , 945 
8,^HU 
40 
4,050 
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The  area  concains  14  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REG.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


SFM 

RN 

RM 


P 

SPNM 


3 
1 
4 
1 
5 


15 , 780 
20 
8  ,  178 
40 
2  ,038 


2  ,  109 
13 
5,696 


71 
678 


There  are   two  Forest  Service  recreation  cabins   in  the  area,   both  of  which 
are  out  of  service. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,   Cultural):  Rock 
hounding,  beach  combing  and  hiking  occur  in  the  lower  section  of  Rocky 
Pass,   and  around  to  the  beaches  in  Totem  Bay.     Waterfowl  hunting  occurs  in 
the  major  estuaries,   and  sport  fishing  is  popular. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Overall  recreation  potential  for  South 
Kupreanof  is  low.     A  variety  of  recreation  opportunities  which  are  of 
interest  to  the  average  visitor  are  limited  in  the  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Wiiiter 
1985-86  identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.     There  is 
potential  for  additional  projects  in  this  area.     West  Douglas  Bnv 
Creek  may  have  rock  work  to  improve  passage  of  anadrompus  fish.  .A 
proposed     fishway  has  been  identified  in  upper  Keku  Creek. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned  in  the 
area.     These  projects  typically  consist  of  waterfowl  and  deer  winter 
range  enhancement  through  seeding,   thinning,   and  planting. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  45,602  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  timber  harvest.     This  includes  5,249  acres  ot 
riparian  old  growth,   and  40,192  acres  of  non- riparian  old  growth. 
None  of  the  area  is  second  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential  in  the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  any 
other  scientific  value. 
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(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  North  Irish  Timber  Sale  activities  will  continue   to  occur  in 
the  northern  half  of  VCU  429   (Irish).     Significant   investment  was  made 
in  sale  design  and  layout  of  the  Totem  Timber  Sale   in  I9S4.  ToCem 
Timber  Sale  was  never  offered,   and  an  analysis  will  be  done   in  the 
near  future  as   to   its  viability. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  might  be  , 
beneficial  to  the  Rocky  Pass  and  Castle  Roadless  .Areas.      Based  on 
known  characteristics  of  South  Kupreanof,    it  lacks   the  variety  to 
provide  significant  interest  to  the  recreation  visitor. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  System  land. 

d.     Relationship  to  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     South  Kupreanof  is  one 
of  four  contiguous  roadless  areas  on  the  western  half  of  Kupreanof  Island. 
Roadless  areas   that  make  up  the  larger  area  are  Rocky  Pass,   Castle,  North 
Kupreanof  and  the  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness.     This  area 
receives  light  recreational  use. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Wrangell,  Kake ,  and  Petersburg  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine 
Highway . 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:  VCU's  440,  438.  and  436  have  been  identified 
as  part  of  the  West  Duncan  Moratorium  Area. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     The  areas  immediately  adjacent  to 
saltwater  and  majors  streams  receive  light  recreational  use.  There 
high  interest  in  maintaining  Duncan  Canal   in  its  natural  state  for 
recreational  use.     Remaining  lowlands  are  lacking  interest  to  the 
average  user. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040) 
Wrangell       (Pop.  2,836) 


120 
20 
45 


143 
65 
60 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Castle   (215)  ACRES   (GROSS):     49,360  ACRES   (NFS):  49,360 

GEOZONE:  SIO 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  25 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  following  table  displays  the  VCU 
\/  names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Kah  Sheets  434  21  LUD  4 

Castle  Island  435  19  LUD  3 

(2)  History:     The  shorelines  along  the  southern  boundary  and  along  Duncan 
Canal  were  probably  used  by  the  Tlingit.     No  extensive  cultural  evaluation 
has  been  completed  for  the  Castle  Roadless  Area.     Remains  of  fox  farms  on 
some  of  the  associated  islands  in  Duncan  Canal  provide  evidence  chat 
additional  historical  sites  may  be  discovered  through  intensive 
archeological   investigation.     A  barite  mine  operated  in  the  area  until  Che 
1970' s.     In  modern  times,    this  area  has  fairly  intense  recreation  us>?. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     Castle  Roadless  Area  lies  along  Che  souchwesc 
shore  of  Duncan  Canal  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Kupreanof  Island.     Ic  is 
just  north  of  Kah  Sheets  Bay,   and  includes  Castle  River  Estuary  and  flats. 
Technically,   this  roadless  area  does  not  reach  to  the  shoreline  along  Kah 
Sheets  Bay  or  Little  Duncan  Bay  due  to  the  presence  of  clearcutting  and 
road  construction  which  occurred  in  the  mid  1970' s.     Much  of  the 
recreational   interest  is   focused  along  saltwater.      It  is  accessed  priinarily 
by  saltwater  by  boat  or  floatplane.     Only  a  few  good  anchorages  can  be 
found  along  Duncan  Canal.     Kah  Sheets  Lake  is  large  enough  to  land  small 
floatplanes.     The  community  of  Kake  lies  35  air  miles  to  the  northwest,  and 
the  community  of  Petersburg  lies  20  miles  to  the  northeast.     There  are  no 
sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

"1/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Landforms  along  this  area  are  characterized 
bv  uniformly- rolling  to  moderately-steep  hills,   typically  less  than  1,500 
feet  in  elevation.     The  ridges  parallel  each  other   in  a  roughly  northwest 
to  southeast  direction,   with  fairly  extensive  areas  of  lowlands  in 
between.-    This  area  is  classified  as  part  of  the  Kupreanof  Lowlands.  The 
area  contains  26  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     Small  offshore  islands 
make  up   100  acres  of  this  area,   while  alpine  covers  about  100  acres. 
Freshwater  lakes,    the  main  one  being  Kah  Sheets  Lake,   cover  another  639 
acres . 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally 
characterized  by  subdued,   rolling  topography  and  extensive  muskeg 
areas,  but  may  have  rugged  terrain  in  localized  areas. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Muskeg/scrub  timber  complexes  on  wet  areas  (7,172 
acres),   are  interspersed  with  mature  mixed  conifer  plant  communities 
on  be tter - drained  sites.     Timbered  hill  slopes  are  dominated  by 
western  hemlock,   Sitka  spruce,   and  Alaska-cedar  plant  communities. 
Minor  amounts  of  redcedar  are  present. 

There  are  approximately  41,268  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  19,766 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
17,388  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,373  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

#  (c)     Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately -we  1 1 - drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  ha\-e 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostly 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)     Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  estuaries. 

There  are  two  VCU's  which  are  rated  as  high  value   for  sport   fish  and 
commercial  fish.     These  are  VCU's  434  and  435.     These  two  VCU's  are 
also  rated  as  highly  valued  estuaries. 
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CasCle  River  and  Kah  Sheets  are  noted  for  good  spring  steelhead 
fishing,   and  coho  fishing  in  the  late  summer.     Fifteen  ADF&G  numbered 
salmon  producing  streams  are  present.     Kah  Sheets  and  Castle  River  are 
the  most  well  known.     Kah  Sheets  produces  good  steelhead  fishing  in 
the  spring,   and  sockeye  in  July.     Castle  River  is  a  very  popular  coho 
fishing  stream  in  the  late  summer. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Historically,   South  Kupreanof  vi/as  known   for  a 
moderate  to  high  Sitka  black- tailed  deer  population.     In  the  late 
1960's  and  early  1970' s  all  of  Southeast  Alaska  experienced  a  decline 
in  deer  populations  due   to  severe  winters  and  wolf  predation.  This, 
combined  with  beach  logging  along  the  southern  shore,   has  resulted  in 
poor  recovery  of  deer  populations  on  South  Kupreanof.     Recent  survevs 
(Spring  1989)   seem  to  indicate  a  growing  moose  population  here. 
Waterfowl  and  black  bear  hunting  are  popular  sports  in  this  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     This  area  has  high  recreation  use.  There 
are  two  Forest  Service  recreation  cabins  in  Castle  River,   one  cabin  at  Kah 
Sheets  Lake,   and  one  cabin  at  Breiland  Slough.     Planked  trails  connect  the 
Castle  River  cabins  and  provide  good  fishing  opportunities  along  Castle 
River.     A  planked  trail  connects  the  Kah  Sheets  Bay  cabin,   just  outside  of 
the  roadless  area,  with  the  cabin  on  Kah  Sheets  Lake.     The  cabin  at  Kah 
Sheets  Lake  is  being  reconstructed  to  provide  barrier- free  access.  The 
Castle  River  drainage  was  designated  as  a  LUD  3   (30,839  acres),   while  the 
Kah  Sheets  drainage  was  designated  LUD  4  (18,401  acres).     Other  than  beach 
logging,   no  activity  has  taken  place. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  appears  largely 
unmodified  and  natural  along  Duncan  Canal.     Portions  of  the  area  along 
little  Duncan  Bay  and  Kah  Sheets  Bay  were  harvested  along  the  beach  in  the 
mid-1970' s  and  the  cut  is  visible.      Inland  is  mostly  low  lying  and   is  not 
visible,   except  for  the  basin  around  Kah  Sheets  Lake. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (99  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVO  Tvpe 
I).     Less  than  one  percent  exists  in  EVC  Types  III,   IV,   and  V. 

None  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type),   41  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that   is  common 
for  the  character  type)  and  the  remaining  59  percent  is   inventoried  Variety 
Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape  diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     Castle  Roadless  Area  is 
surrounded  by  other  roadless  areas  and  saltwater.     Beach  logging  and 
roading  along  the  saltwater  fringe,  which  is  just  out  of  the  roadless  area, 
has  affected  the  character  of  this  area.     However,  most  of  these  areas  have 
recovered  into  lush  plantations  and  do  not  dominate  the  setting.     Views  of 
timber  sale  activity  across  Duncan  Canal  are  visible   from  parts  ot  this 
roadless  area. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  areas   imiiied late Iv 
adjacent  Co  saltwater  or  major  creeks  are  highly  valued  for  recreation  uses 
such  as  black  bear  and  waCerfowl  hunting,   camping,   beach  combing,    and  sport 
fishing.     Recreation  cabins  are  popular  and  often  in  use,   as  weather 
permits,    from  late  April  through  October.     Kah  Sheets  Lake  Cabin  offers  a 
unique  flv  in  opportunity  that  will  be  accessible   to  all.     The  area 
contains   seven  inventoried  recreation  places   totaling  11,551  acres. 

Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Castle  Roadless  .Area  is 
surrounded  by  roadless  areas  or  saltwater  on  all  sides,   except  for  the 
fringe  of  clearcut  units  on  saltwater  in  Kah  Sheets  Bay  and  Little  Duncan 
Canal.     Management  of  this  area  as  roadless  would  be  influenced  by  road 
construction  in  the  adjacent  South  Kupreanof  area  should  the  Totem  Timber 
Sale  be  developed. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude  in 
the  Castle  Roadless  Area.     Use  of  floatplanes  and  motorboats  may  disrupt 
visiitors  for  brief  periods.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  moderate  to 
high  in  specific  locations.     Visitors  would  expect  to  see  or  to  be  seen  bv 
others   in  passing  boats   if  camped  directly  on  the  beach. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  priiTiarilv 
primitive  and  semi-primitive  non-motorized  recreation  opportunities; 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive   (P)  22,304 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  17,683 

Semi- Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  8,793 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  459 

The  area  contains  seven  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLAGES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


P 

SPNM 

SPM 

RM 


3,357 
2,918 
5,116 
160 


1 ,  890 
1.537 
6.920 
lib 


There  are  four  Forest  Service  recreation  cabins  and  three  developed  trails 
in  the  Castle  Roadless  Area. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,  Cultural): 
E.xploring  by  skiff,   beach  combing  and  hiking  are  popular  along  saltwater 
access.     There  are  a  series  of  small  islands  off  the  mouth  of  Castle  River 
which  have   limestone  cliffs  and  caves.     There   is  an  abandoned  barite  mine 
developed  in  the   I960's,   which  includes  an  old  mill  site   located  on  private 
land.     Black  bear  and  waterfowl  hunting  in  the  major  estuaries  are  popular, 
as  is  sport  fishing. 
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c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  CondiCion 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Recreation  potential  for  Cascle  Roadless 
Area  is  high  due  its  proximity  on  relatively  sheltered  waters  to 
Petersburg.     There  is  potential  for  additional  recreation  cabins, 
trails  and  outfitter  and  guide  permits. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,    amended  Winter 
1985-85   identifies   fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.  Fish 
enhancement  projects  continue  to  surface  and  there  is  potential  for 
additional  projects   in  this  area.     Kah  Sheets  Lake  has  been  identified 
as  a  candidate  for  fertilization  to  increase  its  productivity.  A 
ladder  may  be  constructed  at  Kah  Sheets  Creek  to  provide  passage  for 
pink  and  chum  salmon  to  the  upper  watershed. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86  deer  winter  range  and  waterfowl  habitat 
improvement  projects  are  planned  in  the  area.     These  projects 
typically  consist  of  thinning,   seeding  and  planting  for  preferred 
browse  species. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  10,972  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  timber  harvest.     This   includes   1,059  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  9,913  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.  None 
of  the  area  is  second  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  known  active  claims  in  the  area.  .A 
barite  mine  operated  from  the  1960's  into  the  1970's. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  anv 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  Maintenance  in  a  roadless  condition  does  not  appear  to  directly 
affect  the  roadless  areas  adjoined  the  Castle  Roadless  Area. 

(b)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  upon  the  development  of  high  market  values  and  the 
development  of  less  expensive  access  to  make  consideration  of  this 
area  economically  feasible. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     Private  lands  make  up  5.3  acres  of  this  ro.idloss 
area . 
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d.  Relationship  Co  Cominunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Castle   is  one  of  four 
contiguous  roadless  areas  on  the  western  half  of  Kupreanof  Island.  The 
roadless  units  on  the  western  half  of  Kupreanof  Island  are:     Rocky  Pass, 
South  Kupreanof,   Castle,   and  North  Kupreanof.     The  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan 
Salt  Chuck  Wilderness  also  adjoins   these  roadless  units.     This  area 
receives  heavy  recreational  use. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  120  143 

Petersburg  (Pop.     4,040)  18  24 

Wrangell       (Pop.     2,836)  45  32 

Wrangell  and  Petersburg  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:  Most  of  the  area  is  identified  in  a  moratorium 
area  in  at  least  one  legislative  proposal. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     The  areas   immediately  adjacent  to 
recreation  cabins  and  trails  receive  moderate  to  high  recreational 
use.     High  interest  exists  by  local  users  in  maintaining  Duncan  Canal 
in  a  natural  state  for  recreational  use.     Remaining  lowlands  are 
lacking  interest  to  the  average  user. 

e.  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Lindenberg  (216)  ACRES   (GROSS):     28,337  ACRES   (NFS):  22,797 

GEOZONE:  S03 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  24 


a.  Description 


(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Mitchell  437*  22  LUD  4 

Duncan  439*  18  LUD  4 

Narrows  447*  20  LUD  3 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     This  area  was  within  the  former  territory  of  the  Stikine 
Tlingit.     Evidence  of  their  use  includes  campsites,    fort  sites,  garden 
areas  and  f^sh  weirs.     Most,    if  not  all,   cultural  activity  occurred  along 
the  shoreline.     No  cultural  resources  are  recorded  for  the   incerior  3rt?as, 


(3)     Location  and  Access:     This  area  lies   inland  on  the  Lindenberg 
Peninsula,   directly  south  of  the  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck 
Wilderness.     The  community  of  Kake  lies  30  air  miles  to  the  northwest,  clie 
city  of  Petersburg  lies  one  mile  to  the  east  across  Wrangell  Narrows,  and 
the  city  of  Kupreanof  is  adjacent  to  the  east  side  of  the  area.     There  are 
no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft  or  floatplanes   in  the 
interior  of  this  area.     Saltwater  access  is  by  way  of  the  Wrangell  N.>rrows 
(transportation  link  to  Petersburg  via  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway).  The 
Duncan  Canal  Portage  Trail  provides  access  through  the  interior  of  this 
area . 


\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Landforms  along  this  area  are  characterized 
bv  steep  mountain  slopes  divided  by  two  major  drainages,   Duncan  Creek  and' 
Coho  Creek.     This  area  bisects  the  Lindenberg  Peninsula  from  Ohnier  Slough 
to   the  mouth  of  Coho  Creek  and  then  runs  south  along  Wrangell  Narrows  just 
past  Mountain  Point.     The  highest  peak  rises   to  3,250  feet   from  saltwater. 
This  area  is  classified  as  part  of  the  Kupreanof  Lowlands  which  is  typical 
of  Kuiu,   Kupreanof  and  Zarembo  Islands  on  the  Stikine  Area.  Freshwater 
lakes  cover  20  acres,   alpine  60  acres  and  rock  40  acres.     There  are  five 
miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 

Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally 

characterized  by  rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg 

areas,  but  may  have  rugged  terrain  in  localized  areas. 

f 

(b)  Vegetation:     Muskeg/scrub  timber  complexes  vegetate  the  lowlands 
(100  acres)  below  Mountain  Point  to  the  Coho  Creek  drainage.  Timbered 
hill  slopes  are  dominated  by  western  hemlock  and  Alaska-cedar  plant 
communities.     Minor  amounts  of  redcedar  are  present. 

There  are  approximately  21,578  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  10,420 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
9,080  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  1,340  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  ar^a  are  formed  in  a  wide  varietv  of  parent 
material,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.      In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is   largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the   top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostly 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1978)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  estuaries. 

VCU  447   is  rated  as  high  value   for  sport  fish.     VCU's  437  and  Ul,"^ 
rated  as  highly  valued  estuaries. 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  majoricy  of  this  study  area  has  low 
habitat  qualities,   with  only  occasional  deer  and  moose   track  sign 
noticed.     Waterfowl  and  black  bear  hunting  are  popular  sports 
associated  with  the  estuaries  along  Wrangell  Narrows. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     This  area  was  designated  as  a  combination 
of  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3   (  10,679  acres)   and  LUD  ^4   {12.09^  acres) 
areas.     There   is  moderate  recreation  use  of  Duncan  Creek  and  Coho  Creek. 
The  Duncan  Canal  Portage  Trail  runs  across  the  area  in  the  Duncan  Creek  and 
Coho  Creek  drainages.     This  primitive  trail,  which  is  not  officially  on  the- 
trail  system,    is  part  of  a  planned  larger  loop  system  which  runs  through 
the  adjacent  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  is  unmodified.  The 
existing  visual  condition  of  the  area  is  predominantly  natural. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (81  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)  Type 
I) .     Less   than  one  percent  of  the  area  appears  to  be  untouched  by  human 
activity  (EVC  Type  II).     Five  percent  of  the  area  is  in  EVC  Type  IV,  where 
changes  in  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may 
attract  some  attention.     They  appear  to  be  disturbances  but  resemble 
natural  patterns.     Thirteen  percent  is  in  EVC  Type  V  where  changes   in  the 
landscape  are  obvious   to  the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major 
disturbances. 

Eight  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  tvpeV  uS 
percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  divers  itv  th.-.r 
is  common  for  the  character  type)  and  the  remaining  24  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  area  is  within  close  range  of 
the  Petersburg  Community.     The  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck 
Wilderness  directly  adjoins  the  Lindenberg  Roadless  Area  to  the  north.  The 
community  of  Kupreanof  and  the  State  of  Alaska  own  the  majority  of  I.ind 
surrounding  Coho  Creek  and  adjacent  to  Wrangell  Narrows.     Development  on 
these  lands  of  other  ownership  could  influence  the  setting. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  areas  immediately 
adjacent  to  saltwater  or  major  creeks  are  valued  for  recreation  uses  such 
as  black  bear  hunting,  hiking,   and  beach  combing.     Sport  fishing  is  popular 
and  sightseeing  is  popular  on  Duncan  Creek.     The  Duncan  Canal  Portage  Trail 
provides  one  of  the  few  extended  hiking  opportunities  in  the  area.  This 
loop  trail  of  about  30  miles  includes  the  adjacent  Wilderness,   and  ties  in 
numerous  recreation  amenities.     There  is  one  inventoried  recreation  place 
totaling  880  acres. 
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b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     This   roadless  area  is 
adjacent   to   the  community  of  Kupreanof,    and   to   land  owned  by  State  of 
Alaska  and  Petersburg.     This  will  most  likely  lead  to  continued  development 
of  homesites,   which  may  not  be  compatible  with  maintenance  of  parts  of  the 
area  as  roadless   in  the  long  term.     On  the  other  hand,    this   roadless  area 
directly  adjoins   the  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness,  which 
enhances   the  opportunity  to  mutually  support  the  roadless,  undeveloped 
character  of  each  area.     The  northern  part  of  the  area  is  easily  defined, 
the  rest  of  the  area  is  not.     Feasibility  of  management   in  a  roadless 
condition  is  fair  to  high. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified.  Areas 
adjacent  to  private  land  are  likely  to  change  in  character  as  development 
occurs . 


(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude  in 
the  Lindenberg  Roadless  .Area.     Use  of  floatplanes  and  powerboats  may 
disrupt  visitors  for  brief  periods.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low 
to  moderate   in  specific  locations  adjacent  to  the  major  creeks  and 
drainages.     A  visitor  camped  on  the  creeks  has  a  low  chance  of  seeing  or 
being  seen  by  other  visitors  in  the  area. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi - primi tive  non-motorized  recreation  opportunities: 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  18,237 
Serai-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  2,920 
Roaded  Modified  (RM)  1,640 

The  area  contains  one  recreation  place. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PIj^CES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPM  1  880  932 


The  Duncan  Canal  Portage  Trail  provides  access  to   the   interior  of  this 
roadless  area.     Fishing,   hunting,   and  sightseeing  are   the  basic  activities 
provided  in  this  primitive  and  semi-primitive  setting.     The  area  is 
accessible  by  boat  from  the  town  of  Petersburg  in  less  then  one-half  hour. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  A 
visitor  hiking  the  Duncan  Canal  Portage  Trail,    in  conjunction  with  the  loop 
opportunity  afforded  by  the  Petersburg  Lake  Trail,   will  encounter  numerous 
ecotypes:     muskeg,   coniferous  forest,  hardwood  riparian,    freshwater  and 
saltwater  marshes,   and  saltwater  and  freshwater  bodies. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C-I06 


c.     Availability  for  Management  as  yildemess  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Recreation  potential  for  Lindenberg 
Roadless  Area  is  high,   due  to  the  proximity  to  Petersburg  and  the 
adjacent  Wilderness  area.     There   is  potential  for  additional  outfitter 
and  guide  permits,   and  development  of  cabins  and/or  shelters. 
Additional  opportunities  for  trails  would  create  more  loop  options, 
and  could   increase   the  diversity  of  settings  and  ecotvpes  encountered. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  identifies  no  specific  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86  browse,  winter  range,   and  waterfowl  habitat 
improvement  projects  are  planned  in  the  area.     These  projects 
typically  consist  of  planting,   thinning,  and  burning. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  7,920  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  timber  harvest.     This  includes  820  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  7,100  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.  None 
of  the  area  is  second  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     Three  recreation  cabin  special  use 
permits  are  present. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  anv 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  Maintenance  of  this  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances  the 
opportunity  to  manage  the  adjacent  Petersburg  Creek- Duncan  Salt  Chuck 
Wilderness,   and  current  and  potential  recreation  opportunities. 

(b)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  upon  the  development  of  stable  market  values  to  make 
consideration  of  this  area  economically  feasible,   and  the  abilitv  to 
develop  cost  effective  transportation  of  logs  to  saltwater. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     The  State  has  selected  3,515  acres  at  Coho  Creek. 
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d.  Relationship  Co  Communi ties  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  northern  boundary 
of  the  Lindenberg  Roadless  Area  adjoins   the  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt 
Chuck  Wilderness.     The  remaining  roadless  units  on  Kupreanof  Island  are 
separated  from  Lindenberg  area  by  saltwater  or  roaded  areas.     This  area 
receives  moderate  recreational  use. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  110  130 

Petersburg  (Pop.     4,040)  3  4 

Wrangell       (Pop.     2.S36)  30  40 

Wrangell  and  Petersburg  are   the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Higliwav. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium  area"   in  legislative  initiatives  to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Many  local  residents  want  this  area 
remain  unroaded  and  undeveloped  as  long  as  possible. 

e .  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  L.ATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Green  Rocks   (217)  ACRES   (GROSS):     12,439  ACRES   (NFS):  10,380 

GEOZONE:  S03 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Mitchell 

Narrows 

Woewodski 


437* 
447* 
448* 


22 
20 
24 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     The  area  was  used  by  the  Stikine  Tlingit  in  prehistoric  and 
historic  times.     Their  use  is  evidenced  by  the  remains  of  a  village  site, 
fort  site,   and  several  fish  weirs.     The  Green  Rocks  area  was  a  popular 
recreation  destination  in  the  early  1900' s  for  area  residents.     Green  Rocks 
Lake  was  known  by  local  people  as  Mary's  Lake,    for  Mary  Allen  whose  family 
lived  near  Green  Rocks.     .A  saltery  and  floating  cannery  operated   in  Beecher 
Pass  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 


(3)     Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  on  the  Lindenberg  Peninsula  of 
Kupreanof  Island,   adjacent  to  Wrangell  Narrows.     The  area  is  within  10 
miles  of  Petersburg.     Roadless  areas  exist  to  the  south  and  southwest, 
across  Wrangell-  Narrows.     Saltwater  access  is  by  way  of  Wrangell  Narrows 
(transportation  link  to  Petersburg  via  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway^,  Duncan 
Canal,   and  Beecher  Pass.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled 
aircraft . 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:  The  area  is  comprised  of  one  major  drainage 
and  several  smaller  ones.  The  ease  is  gencly  rolling  with  muskegs.  In  Che 
western  portion,  gentlv  rolling  landscapes  rise  to  timbered  hillsides  up  to 
2,600  feet.  The  landform  drops  steeply  to  Duncan  Canal  on  the  west  side. 
There  is  one  sizable  stream  in  the  area.  Dominant  waterforms  include  Green 
Rocks  Lake  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  area.  The  area  contains  six  miles 
of  shoreline  on  saltwater.  The  area  exists  in  a  predominantly  natural 
cond  i  t  ion . 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     The  area  is  generally 
characterized  by  rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg 
areas.     There  are  no  known  areas  of  unique  or  uncommon  plant/soils 
associations  or  geologic  formations  in  the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Low-lying,    interior  portions  of  the  area  are  muskeg 
(480  acres) .  Typical  Sitka  spruce  and  western  hemlock  forest  covers 
the  area,   and  is  concentrated  on  the  steep  landform  on  the  northern 
end . 

There  are  approximately  9,799  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  4,539 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
4,239  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  260  acres  are  riparian  old 
growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  varietv  of  parent 
material,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.      In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic.  ha\'e 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  area.s 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1978)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  es tuar ies . 

VCU  447   is  rated  as  high  value   for  sport  fish.     VCU's  -*37  and  -laS 
rated  as  having  highly  valued  estuaries. 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:  A  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  deer  nnd 
black  bear  range  over  the  area.     Moose  are  occasionally  sighted. 


(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     The  eastern  portion  of  the  area,  7,S61 
acres,   was  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3   in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan,   which  allows   for  development  with  consideration  for 
amenity  resources.     The  western  half  of  the  area,   2,553  acres,  is 
designated  LUD  4,   which  allows  a  full  range  of  resource  use  and 
development.     There  is  a  one-mile  trail,  which  is  currentlv  in  poor 
condition,   from  saltwater  to  Green  Rocks  Lake.     There  is  no  known 
subsistence  use  in  the  area. 


Land  adjacent  to  this  area  was  selected  by  the  State  of  Alaska  and  lots 
were  awarded  at  a  public  drawing.     Some  lots  have  been  developed. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness) :     The  area  generally  appears 
unmodified,  with  exceptions  being  recreation  cabins,   and  private 
residences.     Several  units  along  the  west  side  of  the  area  adjacent  to 
Duncan  Creek  have  been  harvested. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (57  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)  Type 
I).     Three  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III,   where  changes  in 
the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor.     The  natural 
appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant.     Seventeen  percent  of  the 
area  is  in  EVC  Type  IV,  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed 
by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     They  appear  co  be 
disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     About  23  percent  is   in  EVC 
Type  V  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person, 
and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

Six  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type"!.  o2 
percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that 
is  common  for  the  character  type)  and  the  remaining  32  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  area  is  within  close  range  ot 
the  Petersburg  community.     In  1980,   the  State  of  Alaska  sold  numerous 
parcels  of  land,   through  the  land  lottery  program,  along  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  roadless  area.     Many  of  these  land  owners  have  built 
permanent,  year-round  residences  on  their  property.     The  Alaska  Marine 
Highway  ferries,   as  they  travel  through  Wrangell  Narrows,   pass  within 
one-quarter  mile  of  the  east  side  of  the  area.     Extensive  logging  and 
reading  occurs  on  the  north  side  of  the  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Green  Rocks  Lake.  Croon 
Rocks  Trail,   and  several  popular  waterfowl  hunting  areas  provide  cho 
greatest  attraction  to  the  recreating  public.     The  scenery  of  the  are.;  is 
typical  of  much  of  the  lowlands  of  Southeast  Alaska.     The  area  contains  two 
inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  1,541  acres. 


i 
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b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  bounded  b 
saltwater  to  the  south,   and  logging  areas  to  the  north.     The  west  side  is 
bounded  by  a  combination  of  logging  areas  and  saltwater.      Feasibility  of 
management  in  a  roadless  condition  is  high.     To  the  east  is  state  and 
private  land. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  existing 
recreation  cabins,    residences  and  trail. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  moderate  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Low-flying  airplanes  traveling  to  and  from 
Petersburg,  Alaska  State  ferries,   and  recreational  boaters  may  at  times 
pass  over  the  area  and  be  observed  by  people  in  this  roadless  area. 
Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low  except  around  the  trail.  Generally 
a  person  camped  or  traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi -primitive  motorized  and  non-motorized  opportunities: 


ROS  Class  Acres 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  4,021 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  4,719 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  1,559 

Rural  (R)                            '  .  80 

The  area  contains  two  recreation  places.  | 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES       TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPNM                                I                          1,141  390 

SPM                                 1                              400  60 


There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  in  the  area,  except  the  trai 
to  Green  Rocks  Lake.  The  character  of  the  landforms  generally  allows  the 
visitor  to  feel  remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity,  exce 
for  the  frequent  drone  of  airplanes  flying  over  and  nearbv.  The  area  is 
accessible  by  boat  from  the  community  of  Petersburg  in  less  than  an  hour, 
and  from  Wrangell  in  approximately  two  hours. 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities  to  observe  wildlife,  enjoy  the  Green  Rocks  Lake  Trail, 
and  hunt  waterfowl. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     There   is  potential   for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits,   and  for  developed  trails  and  additional 
cabins  or  shelters. 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-36   identifies  no  specific   fish  habitat  enhancement  projects. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  19.85-86,  'browse,  winter  range,   and  waterfowl  habitat 
improvement  projects  are  planned  in  the  area.     These  projects 
typically  consist  of  thinning,   planting,   and  burning. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are   3,360  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes   220  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth  and  3,120  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  no  special  uses. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential  in  the  area  and  no  known  mining  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas.     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
for  any  other  scientific  value. 

(2)     ManagemenC  ConsideraCions 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  the  development  of  a  road  system  or  harvest  methods  which 
will  allow  extraction  without  need  for  extensive  roading  although  one 
log  transfer  facility  may  be  necessary. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  to  manage  the  adjacent  roadless  areas  as  Wilderness,  jtid 
provides  greater  opportunities  for  solitude  and  semi - pr imi tive 
recreation.     It  also  maintains  opportunities  for  wildlife,   such  js 
deer  and  bear,    to  ^move  freely  through  the  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     The  State  has  selected  about  2,000  acres 
concentrated  near  the  shoreline.     Some  of  these  State-selected  lands 
are  currently  private  landholdings . 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Green  Rocks  Roadless 
Area  is  adjacent  to  the  Woewodski  Island,   Crystal,   and  Castle  Roadless 
Areas.     It  is  about  four  miles  from  the  Lindenburg  Roadless  .Area. 


(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 
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Air  Miles 


UaCer  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop 
Petersburg  (Pop 
Wrangell  (Pop 
Ketchikan  (Pop 


23 , 729) 
4,040) 
2 , 336) 

12 , 705) 


115 
10 
25 
95 


135 
10 
45 
90 


Petersburg  and  Wrangell  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:  The  area  is  primarily  used  for  recreation 
by  residents  of  Petersburg  and  Kupreanof. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Woewodski   (218)  ACRES   (GROSS):     10,396  ACRES   (NFS):  10,376 

GEOZONE:  SIO 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Woewodski  448*  24 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     The  area  was  used  by  the  Tlingit  in  prehistoric  and  historic 
times.     The  area  is  unique  in  its  extent  of  mineral  wealth;  minerals 
include  gold  and  its  associated  minerals.     Various  companies  have  held 
rights  to  the  island's  mineral  wealth  since  the  early  1900' s. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  across  Wrangell  Narrows   ( one  -  qiuir  r  e  l" 
mile)   from  Mitkof  Island.     Kupreanof  Island  lies   to  the  west  and  north. 
Woewodski  Island  is  within  16  miles  of  Petersburg.      It  is  surrounded  by 
roadless  areas  in  all  directions.     Saltwater  access  is  by  way  of  Wrangell 
Narrows   (transportation  link  to  Petersburg  via  Alaska  Marine  Highway), 
Duncan  Canal,   Beecher  Pass,   and  Sumner  Strait.     Floatplanes  can  access 
Harvey  Lake,  where  there  is  a  Forest  Service  recreation  cabin.     There  are 
no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  an  island  comprised  of  four 
major  drainages.     To  the  northeast  there  are  flat  muskegs   rising  to 
timbered  hillsides  of  1,100  feet.     To  the  southwest,   landforms  rise 
gradually  to  500  feet.     There  are  no  sizable  streams  on  the  island. 
Dominant  waterforms  include  Harvey  Lake  in  the  northwest  portion  of  the 
island.     Freshwater  lakes   total  about  220  acres.     The  area  contains  23 
miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     The  island  exists  in  a  predominantly 
natural  condition. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being   in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally  characterized 
as  a  core  of  massive  angular  mountains  capped  with   ice   fields  at  higli 
elevations,   with  somewhat  lower  mountains,   deeply  incised  valleys  and 
glacier-fed  streams  closer  to   the  coast.     This   roadless  area   is  more 
characteristic  of  the  lower  coastal  portion.     There  are  no  known  areas 
of  unique  or  uncommon  plant/soils  associations  or  geologic  formations 
in  the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Muskeg  covers  about  160  acres  of  the  low-lying, 
interior  portions  of  the  island.     Sitka  spruce/western  hemlock  old 
growth  is  concentrated  on  the  steep  landform  on  the  northern  end  of 
Che  island.     The  island  also  is  a  local  source  for  spruce  trolling 
poles  and  redcedar  cabin  logs. 

There  are  approximately  9,917  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  5,978 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
5,313  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  500  acres  are  riparian  oLd 
growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wet. 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/ or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  estuaries. 

The  one  VCU  in  this  area,  448,   rated  as  having  highly  valued 
estuaries . 

There  are  two  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  numbered  salmon 
producing  streams.     Harvey  Creek  is  the  more   important  of  the  two 
streams,   producing  medium  sized  runs  of  coho  salmon.     Harvev  Lake   is  a 
popular  fishing  area  for  cutthroat  trout. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Black  bear  and  a  small  population  of  Sitk.i 
black-tailed  deer  range  over  the  island. 
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(f)     Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     All  of  the  area  was  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation  3   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   which  allows  for 
development  with  consideration  for  amenity  resources.      In  the  late   1970' s 
and  early  1980' s,    the  Woewodski  Timber  Sale  was  being  planned  to  harvest 
approximately  15  million  board  feet  of  timber  from  this  area.     It  was 
scheduled  for  sale   in  1990,   but  will  not  be  offered.     This  decision  was  duL^ 
to  a  combination  of  significant  resource  concerns  and  marginal  economic 

re  turns . 

There  is  one  public  recreation  cabin  on  Harvey  Lake,   and  one  at  saltwater 
near  the  west  end  of  Beecher  Pass.     Forest  Service  Recreation  Trail  488 
connects  Harvey  Lake  to  Duncan  Canal.     There  is  no  known  subsistence  use  in 
the  area. 

Land  on  islands  adjacent  to  this  area  was  selected  by  the  State  of  .Alaska 
and  lots  were  awarded  at  a  public  drawing.     Many  lots  have  been  developed 
and  have  dwellings  on  them.     In  addition,   several  old  and  current  mines 
exist  in  the  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness) :     The  island  generally  appears 
unmodified,   with  exceptions  being  the  recreation  cabins,    trail  and  two 
private  residences.     On  the  southeast  end  of  the  island,   areas  of 
blown-down  timber  are  visible  from  Wrangell  Narrows. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (95  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVO  Type 
I).     Two  percent  of  the  area  appears  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity  (,EVC 
Type  II).     Three  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III,  where 
changes  in  the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor.  Th.e 
natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant. 

Two  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type>.  ^''J! 
percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that 
is  common  for  the  character  type)   and  the  remaining  six  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  as  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (Extexmal  Influences):     The  area  is  within  close  range  of 
the  Petersburg  community.     Numerous  recreation  residences  are  in  the 
Beecher  Pass  area.     In  1980,   the  State  of  Alaska  sold  numerous  parcels  of 
land  through  the  land  lottery  program.     Many  of  the  land  owners  have  built 
permanent,  year-round  residences  on  their  properties.     The  Alaska  Marine 
Highway  ferries  pass  within  one-quarter  mile  of  the  island  on  its  east 
side  . 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  Harvev  Lake  Trail 
and  cabin,   and  proximity  to  Petersburg,   provide   the  greatest  attraction  co 
the  recreating  public.     The  scenery  of  the  area  is  tvpical  of  much  of  tho 
lowlands  of  Southeast  Alaska.     The  area  contains  six   inventoried  rocreatior. 
places  totaling  3,518  acres. 
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b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 


(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  surrounded 
by  saltwater  and  is  easily  defined.     Feasibility  of  management   in  a 
roadless  condition  is  high. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  existing 
recreation  cabins,    residences  and  trail  located  at  the  northern  end  of  the 
is  land . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  moderate  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Low-flying  airplanes  traveling  to  and  from  Petersburg; 
the  ferry,   and  recreational  boaters  may  at  times  pass  by  the  area  and  be 
observed  by  people  in  this  roadless  area.     Present  recreation  use  levels 
are  low  except  around  the  public  recreation  cabins  and  trail.  Generally, 
person  camped  or  traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 


(4)     Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation: 

primitive  non-motorized  opportunity: 

ROS  Class 


The  area  provides  primarily 


Acres 


Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  6,138 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  2,158 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  1,880 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  200 


The  area  contains  six  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  )*  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


SPNM 

SPM 

RN 


839 
718 
1,060 


70 
2  ,059 
6.360 


There  are  two  public  recreation  cabins  in  the  area.     At  the  Harvey  Lake 
cabin,   the  character  of  the  landforms  generally  allows  the  visitor  to  feel 
remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is 
accessible  by  boat  from  the  community  of  Petersburg  in  less  than  an  hour, 
and  from  Wrangell  in  approximately  two  hours.     In  July  and  August,  fishing 
for  silver  salmon  takes  place  around  the  recreation  cabin. 


(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities  to  observe  wildlife  and  enjoy  the  Harvey  Lake  Trail  and 
recreation  cabin.     There  are  remnants  of  old  mines  which  could  be  of 
interest.     The  area  is  close  to  Petersburg  on  relatively  sheltered  waters. 
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c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wildeimess  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There   is  potential  for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits  and  for  developed  trails  and  additional 
cabins  or  shelters.     The  area's  proximity  to  Petersburg  make  its 
potential  higher  than  many  other  roadless  areas. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.     No  fish 
enhancement  projects  are  identified  in  the  plan  for  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned  in  the 
area.     These  projects  typically  consist;  of  browse  enhancement  for  big 
game  through  seeding,   thinning,   and  planting. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  5,379  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  480  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  4,679  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.     There   is  no 
second  growth  on  the  island. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  is  one  special  use  recreation 
residence  permit  on  the  north  shore  of  the  island,   one  private 
residence  and  one  private  mining  property  near  the  Harvev  Lake 
trailhead. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  an  abundant  supply  of  minerals,  and 
mineral  exploration  activity  has   increased  in  the  last  few  years. 
Claims  cover  90  percent  of  the  island. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas,   and  has  not  been  identified  for  anv 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  high  market  values,   and  the  resolution  of  resource 
conflicts.     One  site  for  transferring  logs  to  saltwater  would  be 
necessary.     At  present,   timber  values  are  not  sufficient  to  cover 
development  costs.     Timber  development  could  occur  in  conjunction  with 
mining  activities. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  to  manage  the  adjacent  roadless  areas  as  Wilderness  and 
to  provide  enhanced  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation.     It  also  maintains  opportunities  for  wildlife  to  move 
freely  through  the  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  historv. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  Co  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 
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(e)  Land  Status:  Private  landholdings  total  38.72  acres.  There  are 
no  State  or  Native   land  selections  within  this  roadless  area. 


d.  Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Woewodski   Island  is 
adjacent  to   the  Castle,   Crvstal,   and  Green  Rocks  Roadless  Areas.  The 
Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness   lies  20  miles  north  of  this 
roadless  area. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  128  140 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  12  16 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  23  26 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  94  102 

Petersburg  and  Wrangell  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date  . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     The  area  is  primarily  used  for 
recreational  purposes,   with  Petersburg  residents  and  those   from  the 
Beecher  Pass  homesites  making  use  of  the  Harvey  Lake  Trail  and 
recreation  cabins. 

(c)  Other:     During  the  planning  for  the  Woewodski  Timber  Sale, 
intense  local  opposition  developed  from  residents  in  the  Beechers  Pass 
area . 

e .  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     North  Mitkof  (219)  ACRES  (GROSS):     9,713        ACRES   (NFS):  5,376 

GEOZONE:  S04 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  19 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Narrows  447*  _  20 

Frederick  449*  20 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     The  area  was  claimed  by  several  Stikine  Tlingit  clans  who 
used  the  area  for  hunting  and  trapping.     There  are,  however,   no  recorded 
cultural  resources  within  the  area  boundaries.     This  may  be  a  reflection  of 
•the  low  number  of  cultural  resource  inventories  conducted  in  the  area. 
During  historic  times,   there  was  activity  in  the  Petersburg  and  Scow  Bav 
areas . 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is  located  on  the  northern 
portion  of  Mitkof  Island,   adjacent  to  and  just  southeast  of  the  city  of 
Petersburg.     The  Mitkof  Highway  generally  makes  up  the  eastern  boundary  of 
this  roadless  area,   and  Forest  Road  6209   (Twin  Creeks  Road)  makes  up  the 
southern  portion.     Forest  Road  6204  makes  up  a  portion  of  the  eastern 
boundary.     The  northeastern  portion  of  this  area  is  adjacent  to  Frederick 
Sound.     All  of  these  roads  and  the  body  of  water  provide  access  to  portions 
of  this  roadless  area.     The  Ravens  Roost  Trail  provides  access  from  the 
city  of  Petersburg  into  the  northwest  portion  of  the  roadless  area. 
Several  other  roads  also  provide  access  from  Petersburg.     Petersburg  is 
served  by  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  and  daily  jet  service.  Helicopters 
have  also  been  used  to  access  areas  inside  this  roadless  area. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  rises  fairly  steeply  and  uniformly 
from  the  west  side,   with  drainages  running  Co  the  east  and  north.  Ridges 
are  rounded  and  separate  the  drainages.     Several  gently- rolling  plateaus 
exist  at  higher  elevations.     The  highest  point  is  just  over  2,500   feet  in 
elevation  and  the  lowest  point  is  at  sea  level.     The  area  contains  no 
shoreline  on  saltwater.     The  majority  of  the  area,    5,696  acres,    is  covered 
by  forest.     Muskeg  and  alpine  cover  about  40  acres  each. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     The  area  is  characterized  by  landforms 
consisting  of  blocky  mountains,   separated  by  flat- floored ,  U-shaped 
valleys.     During  the  last  ice  age,   the  area  was  covered  by  glaciers 
and  the  mountains  have  rounded  hummocky  summits,   knobs  and  ridges. 

The  screams  are  short  (less  than  5  miles  long)  with  steep  to  moderate 
gradients  to  saltwater.     The  lower  parts  of  most  valleys  contain 
numerous  small  muskeg  ponds. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  primarily  consists 
of  typical  spruce -hemlock  forests.     Low-lying,   poorly  -  drained  portions 
of  the  area  support  peatmoss  "muskeg"  and  scrub  lodgepole  pine. 

There  are  5,696  acres  of  forested  land,   of  which  3,298  acres  are 
commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,    3,018  acres 
are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  200  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well -drained  soils  are  on  moderace  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wee, 
buc  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
wich  impermeable  soil  macerials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg. 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  in  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     VCU  447  was  raced  "high"   for  sport  fish,  and 
"moderately  high"  for  commercial  fish  values  as  part  of  the  Tongass 
Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and 
Game  in  its  Forest  HabicaC  IncegriCy  Program  (1983).     However,  the 
streams  that  contributed  to  Chose  racings  are  noc  locaced  wichin  the 
roadless  area.     There  is  no  estuarine  habicac  in  the  roadless  area. 
The  portion  of  the  roadless  area  in  VCU  449  does  not  contain  anv 
significant  fish  streams. 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:  A  small  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  deer 
and  black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     VCU  447   is  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation  (LUD)   3   (3,737  acres).     LUD  3  allows  the  land  to  be  managed  for 
a  variety  of  uses.     Emphasis   is  on  managing  for  uses   in  a  compatible  and 
complementary  manner  to  provide   the  greatest  combination  of  benefits. 

VCU  449   is  allocated  to  LUD  4,    (2,139)  which  provides   for  intensive 
resource  use  and  development.     Much  of  the  land  in  this  roadless  area  has 
been  selected  or  is' being  considered  for  selection  by  the  State  and  by  the 
city  of  Petersburg.     Areas  which  may  possibly  be  selected  are  concentrated 
on  the  western,   northern  and  eastern  sides.     The  city  of  Petersburg  gets 
its  drinking  water  from  a  watershed  which  is  located  primarily  in  this 
roadless  area. 

Due   to  its  proximity  and  accessibility,    the  North  Mitkof  Roadless  Area 
receives  relatively  heavy  recreational  use.     The  Ravens  Roost  Trail  begins 
on  the  edge  of  the  community  of  Petersburg  and  climbs  to  a  scenic  view 
along  the  ridgeline.     It  accesses  the  Ravens  Roost  Cabin,   also  located 
along  this  scenic  ridge.     In  the  winter,   the  Twin  Ridge  Ski  Trail  provides 
access  from  the  Twin  Creek  Road,   along  this  same  ridgeline  to  the  Ravens 
Roost  Cabin.     Helicopters  are  used  to  access  this  area  both  summer  and 
winter.     Wintertime  use  of  the  area  is  growing.     Other  cross-country  ski 
use  of  the  area  occurs  in  the  vicinity  off  the  Twin  Creek  Road,  where  the 
terrain  is  suitable.     Portions  of  the  area  have  been  studied  for  downhill 
skiing  opportunities. 

The  roads  which  bound  three  sides  of  the  area  bring  in  other  uses  as  well. 
Hunting,    fishing,   and  woodcutting  are  all  popular  activities.     There  is 
some  subsistence  use  in  the  area.     The  Tyee  Powerline  corridor  skirts  tlie 
edge  of  the  area  in  places  along  the  west  side. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  majority  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified.     Exceptions  are  some  of  the  residences  which  have  developed  on 
S tate - selected  land  along  Frederick  Sound,   development  of  private  land 
along  the  western  and  northern  boundaries,   and  the  Ravens  Roost  Trail  and 
Cab  in . 

Seventy-nine  percent  of  the  acreage  was  inventoried  Variety  Class  B 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  type"). 
The  remaining  21  percent  was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a 
low  degree  of  landscape  diversity).     Most  of  the  roadless  area  (96 
percent),   is  in  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)   I;   these  areas  appear  to  be 
untouched  by  human  activity.     The  other  four  percent  is  in  EVC  IV,    in  which 
changes  to  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may 
attract  some  attention.     They  appear  to  be  disturbances  but  resemble 
natural  patterns. 
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(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Many  external   influences  affect 
this  area,   and  generally  lessen  in  magnitude  as  one  leaves  the  influences 
of  roads,   accessible  saltwater,   and  the  city  of  Petersburg.     Roads,  and 
timber  management  activities  occur  on  three  sides  of  the  roadless  area. 
Noise  and  sights  of  vehicles  and  active  timber  sales  may  occur 
periodically.     Along  Frederick  Sound,    fishing  and  pleasure  craft  may  be 
visible  and  heard.     The  town  of  Petersburg  can  be  seen  and  heard  from  some 
locations  as  well.     The  presence  of  the  airport  provides  a  concentrated 
area  for  airplanes  and  helicopters.     Low-flying  aircraft  may  temporarily 
distract  visitors  in  the  area  at  times. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  proximity  Co 
Petersburg  makes  portions  of  this  roadless  area  attractive   to  a  variety  of 
uses.     These  include  a  municipal  watershed,   community  expansion, 
recreation,   and  various  forms  and  intensities  of  resource  utilization  such 
as  timber,   rock  sources,   utility  corridors,   and  special  uses.     The  area 
contains  three  inventoried  recreation  places,   totaling  3,398  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  bounded  on 
three  sides  by  non-National  Forest  lands.     These  landlines  generally  follow 
legal  subdivisions.     As  they  are  developed,   many  external  influences  will 
develop  affecting  various  portions  of  the  roadless  area.     Feasibility  of 
management  in  a  Wilderness  condition  is  low  due  to  the  amount  of 
distractions  and  inconsistent  settings  which  may  evolve.     Feasibility  of 
management  as  an  unroaded  area  is  moderate   to  high  for  most  of  the  area. 
Some  of  the  area  is  domestic  watershed. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified,   and  has  maintained  its 
overall  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  moderate  to  low  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Air  traffic  and  marine  traffic  pass  nearby,  and 
may  be  heard  and  observed  by  people  in  this  roadless  area,   especially  in 
the  northern  portions.     The  trail  and  cabin  also  concentrate  users, 
lessening  the  probability  of  solitude.     Overall  recreation  use  levels  are 
moderate,   except  along  the  trail  corridor  and  some  eas ily- access ib le 
locales  where  use  is  high.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling  inland 
is  unlikely  to  see  others.     Timber  harvest  or  periodic  activities  in 
adjacent  areas  would  have  a  significant  impact  on  the  opportunity  for 
solitude  when  they  are  occurring. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
Semi  -  Primitive  Recreation  opportunity  as  inventoried  with  the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  System. 


The  area  contains  three  inventoried  recreation  places,  two  of  which  are  in 
the  Semi  -  Primitive  ROS  class. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


4,  157 
160 
1 ,  159 
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ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REG.  PLAGES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


SPNM 
RM 


2 
1 


3  ,078 
320 


4,950 
152 


The  Ravens  Roost  Trail  and  Twin  Ridge  Ski  Trail  provide  developed 
opportunities   in  the  area,   as  does  the  Ravens  Roost  Cabin.     The  rolling 
nature  and  vegetation  of  the  landform  generally  allows  a  visitor  to  feel 
remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  readily 
accessible   from  the  communitv  of  Petersburg. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
municipal  watershed  makes  portions  of  the  area  extremely  valuable.  The 
area  has  long  been  a  popular  recreation  and  hiking  area  for  the  town  of 
Petersburg. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  outfitter  and  guide 
permits  and  for  additional  ski  and  summer  trails.     Potential  also 
exists  for  additional  cabins,   shelters,   and  roaded  recreation 
activities,   such  as  sightseeing,   and  downhill  ski  development. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  were 
identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  PLan,   amended  Winter 


(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  amended 
Winter  1985-86  schedules  some  habitat  improvement  within  the  VCU ' s . 
but  it  is  unlikely  to  occur  within  the  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  1,879  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  120  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,  and  1,739  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  no  special  uses   in  the  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  low  minerals  potential. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
as  a  candidate  Research  Natural  Area,   or  for  any  other  scientific 
purpose . 


1985-86. 
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(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potenCial   for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  market  values.     A  road  system  and/or  logging  systems 
capable  of  harvesting  the  area  would  be  necessary.     Nearby  roads  could 
be  extended  to  accomplish  some  of  this. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  certain  wildlife,   recreation  activities,  and 
continuation  of  watershed  use  by  the  city. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     The  area  is  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  State 
land.     The  most  recent  selection  deleted  about  2,000  acres  from  the 
northern  end  of  the  roadless  area. 

Relationship  to  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  roadless 
area  is  East  Mitkof  which  is  located  about  two  miles   to  the  southeast.  The 
Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness  lies  just  to  the  west  of 
Petersburg,   across  Wrangell  Narrows. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

ConuDunity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau          (Pop.  23,729)  123  133 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  1  3 

Wrangell       (Pop.  2,836)  26  32 

Ketchikan     (Pop.  12,705)  115  146 

Petersburg  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  MoratorivuD  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:  Portions  of  the  area  are  identified  for 
community  expansion  and  development.  Other  portions  of  the  area  are 
traditional  and/or  popular  recreation  areas. 

Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  D\TER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     East  Mickof  (220)  ACRES  (GROSS):     10,350  ACRES   (NFS):  10,250 

GEOZONE:  S04 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  16 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  IJ  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Conunents 

Narrows  447*  20 

Mitkof  450*  -  Not  Rated  in  1979 

Ideal         '  453*  -  Not  Rated  in  1979 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 


(2)  History:     The  area  was  inhabited  by  several  clans  of  the  Stikine 
Tlingit.     An  abandoned  village  site  and  petroglyphs  are  reported  in  the 
vicinity,  of  Ideal  Cove..    A  saltery  operated  in  Ideal  Cove  during  the  lace 
19th   -   early  20th  century,   and  there  appear  to  be  some  remnants  oC  cabins. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is  located  on  the  eastern 
side  of  Mitkof  Island,   adjacent  to  the  southern  end  of  Frederick  Sound. 
The  area  is  eight  miles  southeast  of  the  city  of  Petersburg.     Forest  roads 
and  harvest  units  generally  make  up  the  irregular  shaped  western,  southern, 
and  northern  boundaries,  while  Frederick  Sound  defines  the  eastern  side. 
The  roads  and  Frederick  Sound  provide  access  to  portions  of  this  roadless 
area.     Trails  in  the  Three  Lakes  area  provide  good  access  to  chat  portion 
of  the  roadless  area.     Petersburg  is  served  by  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway 
and  daily  jet  service. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

"1/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  generally  slopes   Co  the  east   in  a 
gentle  manner.     Terrain  in  the  northern  portion  is  nearly  flat.     Terrain  in 
the  southern  portion  exhibits  some  relief,   but  is  only  gently  rolling.  The 
highest  point   is  just  over  1,000  feet  in  elevation  and  the   lowest  point  is 
at  sea  level.     The  area  contains  approximately  14  miles  of  shoreline  on 
saltwater.     The  majority  of  the  area  (8,368  acres)   is  covered  by  forest. 
Muskeg  covers  about  1,781  acres,   and  freshwater  lakes  cover  about  100 
acres.     The  major  lakes  are  Sand,   Shelter,   Hill,   and  Crane. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally 
characterized  by  rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg 
areas.     This  roadless  area  displays  the  characteristics  of  this 
province,  with  few  hills  reaching  600  feet  in  elevation.     Much  of  the 
area  is  low  lying  and  poorly  drained.     There  are  four  lakes  and  many 
small  muskeg  ponds.     Two  medium-sized  streams  drain  the  hills   to  the 
west  of  the  area,   and  several  smaller  streams  drain  the   lowlands  of 
Che  area  itself.     Landform  variety  is  low  and  the  shoreline  on 
saltwater  is  fairly  regular  with  Ideal  Cove  the  only  notable 
indentation . 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  of  the  lower,   poorly-drained  portions  of 
this  roadless  area  consists  of  large  areas  of  peat  moss   "muskegs"  with 
scattered  lodgepole  pine  and  scrub  cedar.     The  better-drained  hills 
support  more  typical  spruce -hemlock  and  Alaska-cedar. 

There  are  8,368  acres  of  forested  land,   of  which  4,324  acres  are 
commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,    3,704  acres 
are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  500  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils   in  Chis  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parenc 
material,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drifc.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderaCely-well -drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  cop  tew 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moisc,   somecimes  wee, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More  -  poorly- drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg. 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostiv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  cockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     VCU  450  was  rated  "high"   for  sport  and  commercial 
fish  as  part  of  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  bv  the 
Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  InCegritv 
Program  (1983).   VCU  453  was  highly  rated  for  estuarine  values. 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     A  small  population  of  Sitka  black-tailed  deer 
and  black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area.     There  are  also  a  few 
moose   in  the  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     VCU  453  and  453  are  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation   (LUD)   3   (3,335  acres)    in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.  LUD 
3  allows   the   land  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses,   with  the  emphasis  on 
managing  for  uses   in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide  the 
greatest  combination  of  benefits.     VCU  450   is  allocated  to  LUD  4,  (6,354) 
which  provides   for  intensive  resource  use  and  development.     The  State  has 
recently  selected  the  land  around  Ideal  Cove,   an  area  of  about  900  acres. 

Due  to  its  proximity  to  Petersburg  and  easy  accessibility,    the  East  Mitkof 
Roadless  Area  receives  relatively-heavy  recreational  use.     This  use  is 
centered  around  the  Three  Lakes  area,  which  has  a  system  of  interconnecting 
trails,  which  in  itself  is  unique  to  Southeast  Alaska.     The  trails  are 
short  and  gentle,   adding  to  their  popularity.     Each  of  the  lakes  has  a  boat 
for  general  public  use,   and  an  old  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  shelter 
exists  at  Shelter  Lake.     Wintertime  use  of  the  area,  mainly  snowmobile  use, 
is  growing.     Cross-country  ski  use  also  occurs,   and  is  related  to 
accessibility  of  the  roads  in  winter  to  vehicles.     The  area  around  Ideal 
Cove  receives  a  moderate  amount  of  marine  recreation  use. 

The  roads  which  bound  three  sides  of  the  area  bring  in  other  uses  as  well. 
Hunting,   fishing,   and  woodcutting  are  all  popular  activities.     There  is 
some  subsistence  use  in  the  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):  The  majority  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified.  Exceptions  are  the  trails  and  shelter,  and  areas  adjacent  Co 
clearcuts  and  roads. 

Seventeen  percent  of  the  acreage  was  inventoried  Variety  Class  B 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  cypeV 
The  remaining  83  percent  was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a 
low  degree  of  landscape  diversity) . 

Most  of  the  roadless  area  (84  percent)   is  in  Existing  Visual  Condition 
(EVC)   I;   these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity.   Nine  percent 
of  the  area  is  in  EVC  III,    in  which  changes  to  the  landscape  are  noticed  by 
the  average  person,  but  they  do  not  attract  attention.     The  natural 
appearance  of  the  landscape  still  remains  dominant.     About  three  percent  is 
in  EVC  IV,    in  which  changes  to  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the 
average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     They  appear  to  be 
disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     EVC  V  accounts  for  the 
remaining  four  percent.     These  are  areas  in  which  changes   to  the  landscape 
are  obvious  to  the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 
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(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     Roads  and  timber  management 
activities  occur  on  three  sides  of  the  roadless  area.     Noise  and  sights  of 
vehicles  and  active  timber  sales  may  occur  periodically,   being  greatest  in 
magnitude  near  the  roads  and  lessening  as  one  moves  away.     Along  Frederick 
Sound,   fishing  and  pleasure  craft  may  be  visible  and  heard.  Low-flying 
aircraft  may  temporarily  distract  visitors  in  the  area  at  times. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  proximity  to 
Petersburg  to  roaded  access  makes  portions  of  this  roadless  area  attractive 
for  recreation.     The  prime  attractions  are  the  complex  of  freshwater  lakes 
and  trails,   and  Ideal  Cove.     Ideal  Cove  has  been  selected  bv  the  SCaCe,  and 
could  serve  as  a  gateway  for  small  boats,   such  as  canoes  and  kayaks,    to  the 
S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness.     It  provides  a  sheltered  route  and  channel 
through  the  mudflats.     The  area  contains  five  inventoried  recreation  places 
totaling  5,285  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  bounded  on 
three  sides  by  roads  and  timber  management  activities.     There  are  few 
topographic  breaks  or  other  features  to  define  the  area.     Feasibility  of 
management  in  a  Wilderness  condition  is  low  due  to  the  amount  of  managed 
activities  adjacent  to  this  relatively  narrow  strip  of  roadless  area.  The 
level  of  development  of  planked  trails  and  the  amount  of  use  in  the  Three 
Lakes  area  is  also  inconsistent  with  Wilderness  designation.  Feasibility 
of  management  in  an  unroaded  condition  is  high,   as  it  maintains  cradicional 
opportunities . 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     Except  for  the  plank  trails  and  minor  development 
at  the  lakes,   the  area  is  unmodified,   and  has  maintained  ics  overall 
integrity.     However,   adjacent  management  activities  have   likelv  impacted 
some  of  the  natural  integrity  of  this  area,    though  this  impact  is  not 
considered  high. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  moderate  to  low  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Air  traffic  and  marine  traffic  pass  nearby  and 
may  be  heard  and  observed  by  people  in  this  roadless  area.     The  trails  and 
lakes  also  concentrate  users,   lessening  the  probability  of  solitude. 
Overall  recreation  use  levels  are  moderate,   except  along  che  trail  corridor 
and  some  easily-accessible  locales,  which  are  high.     Generally,   a  person 
camped  or  traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others.     Timber  harvest  or 
periodic  activities  in  the  adjacent  areas  would  have  a  significant  impact 
on  the  opportunity  for  solitude  when  they  are  occurring. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
Semi-Priraitive  Recreation  opportunity  as  inventoried  with  the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  System. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  5,724 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  2,923 

Roaded  Natural  (RN)  260 

Roaded  Modified   (RM)  340 
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The  area  contains  five  inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


SFNM 

SPM 

RN 


2 
1 
2 


3  ,022 
1.001 
260 


2  ,684 
335 
325 


The  Three  Lakes  Trails  system  provides  developed  opportunities   in  the  area, 
as  does  the  shelter  at  Shelter  Lake.     The  rolling  nature  and  vegetation  or 
the   landforra  generally  allows  a  visitor  to  feel  remote   from   the  siglits  and 
sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  readily  accessible  from  the 
-community  of  Petersburg. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  few  freshwater  lakes  on  Mitkof  Island.     The  clustering  and 
accessibility  of  these  lakes  are  a  special  feature.     The  area  has   long  been 
a  popular  recreation  and  hiking  area  for  the  town  of  Petersburg. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  outfitter  and  guide 
permits,  winter  trails,   and  for  additional  summer  trails.  Potential 
also  exists   for  additional  cabins,   shelters,   and  roaded  recreation 
activities,   such  as  sightseeing  and  interpretation.     In  cooperation 
with  the  State,    Ideal  Cove  could  provide  an  important   trail  access  to 
the  S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness  and  be  used  more  extensively  bv 
watercraft   ,   and  be  used  for  other  marine  activities,    in,  cooperation 
with  the  state   if  appropriate  development  occurs. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,    amended  Winter 
1985-86,   does  not  identify  any  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  Winter  1985-86,   no  wildlife  enhancement  projects  are 
planned. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  3,083  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes  320  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  2,663  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  no  special  uses   in  the  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  low  minerals  potential. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
as  a  candidate  Research  Natural  Area  or  for  any  other  scientific 
purpose . 
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(2)     Management  Considerations 


(a)  The  potential   for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  market  values.     A  road  system  and/or  logging  systems 
capable  of  harvesting  the  area  would  be  necessary.     Nearby  roads  could 
be  extended  to  accomplish  some  of  this. 

(b)  .Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  certain  wildlife  and  traditional  recreation 
activities . 


(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     Ideal  Cove,   an  area  of  about  900  acres,  was 
selected  by  the  State. 

Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  roadless 
areas  are  North  Mitkof,   and  Manzanita.     All  are  within  two  to  four  miles 
distance,   and  are  separated  by  roads  and  harvest  areas.     The  nearest 
Wilderness  is  the  S tikine - LeConte ,   portions  of  which  are  about  one   to  six 
miles  away,   across  Frederick  Sound  and  Dry  Strait. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  j     125  135 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  '        8  12 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2.336)  16  18 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  105  140 

Petersburg  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 


(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  Ltiiciacives 
to  date. 


(b)  Local  users/residents:  Portions  of  the  area  are  traditional 
and/or  popular  recreation  areas. 


e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Manzanita   (223)  ACRES   (GROSS):     8,070  ACRES   (NFS):  7,S50 

GEOZONE:  S04 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     General  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  18 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Sumner  452*  20  I 

Ideal  453*  0  Not  Rated  in  1979 

Dry  454*  0  i  Not  Rated  in  1979 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     The  area  was  claimed  by  the  Stikine  Tlingit  clans,  although 
no  ^iboriginal  sites  have  been  recorded  within  this  area.     A  mild-cure  fish 
plant  reportedly  operated  along  the  shores  of  Dry  Strait  in  Che  earlv 
1900's. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is   located  on   che  souch;?asc 
corner  of  Mitkof  Island.     The  area  is  18  miles  southeast  of  the  cicy  of 
Petersburg.     Forest  roads,   harvest  units,   and  the  Mitkof  Highway  generally 
make  up  the  irregularly- shaped  boundaries.     There  is  a  small  portion 
bounded  by  saltwater  on  the  eastern  side.     The  roads  provide  access  co 
portions  of  this  roadless  area.     Petersburg  is  served  by  the  Alaska  Marine 
Highway  and  daily  jet  service. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  exhibits  great  relief,   as  che  core 
is  made  up  of  a  ridge  system,  with  drainages  oriented  in  all  directions. 
Slopes  are  moderate  to  steep.     Elevation  is  from  sea  level   to  about  2,500 
feet.     The  area  contains  one  mile  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     The  majorLty 
of  the  area  (7,349  acres)   is  covered  by  forest.     Muskeg  covers  about  20 
acres.     There  is  one  small  pond  near  the  southwest  corner. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongnss  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Aroa 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally 
characterized  by  subdued,    rolling  topography  and  extensive  muskegs, 
but  may  have   rugged  terrain  in  localized  areas.     This   roadless  area 
displays  the  mountainous  characteristics  of  the  province.     The  area  is 
essentially  a  mountaintop  and  ridge  system,   with  the  boundaries  on  the 
lowe r  s lopes  . 

Drainage  from  this  area  forms  the  high  gradient  headwaters  for  several 
moderate  -  sized  streams. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  primarily  consists 
of  typical  spruce -hemlock  forests  on  the  mountain  sides,   and  minor 
amounts  of  subalpine  scrub  on  top. 

There  are  7,349  acres  of  forested  land,   of  which  4,486  acres  are 
commercial   forest  land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  land,   4,026  acres 
are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  461  acres  are   riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet. 
but  are  never  dry.  ^ 

More  -  poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and'Or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range   from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rocky. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     None  of  the  streams  within  the  area  contain  fish 
habitat.     Water  from  the  area  does  not  flow  into  anv  highlv- rated 
sport  fish  streams  or  commercially- important  fish  streams.     There  are 
no  important  estuarine  values   in  the  area. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     A  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  deer  and 
black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area.     A  few  moose  may  use  the 
area . 


(f)     Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     Two  VCU ' s  which  make  up  portions  of  the 
area  are  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation   (LUD)   3   (.2,182  acres).      LUD  i 
allows  the  land  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses,   with  the  emphasis  on 
managing  for  uses   in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide  the 
greatest  combination  of  benefits.     The   third  VCU  is  allocated  to  LUD  -4 
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(5,108  acres),   which  provides   for  intensive  resource  use  and  development. 
Some  State   land  selections  have  occurred  along  the  southern  portion  of  tliis 
roadless  area. 

Due   to   its  proximity  to  Petersburg  and  accessibility  by  road,    the  Manzanita 
Roadless  Area  receives  light  to  moderate  recreational  use.     .Most  use  is 
concentrated  along  the  outside  edges  which  are  accessible  by  roads.  Uses 
along  the  roads,   which  bound  three  sides  of  the  area,    are  primarily 
hunting,   berrv  picking,    snowmobiling  and  woodcutting.      Some  of  the  use  is 
likely  for  subsistence. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  majority  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified.      E.\ceptions  are  areas  adjacent  to  clearcuts  and  roads. 

One-hundred  percent  of  the  area  was  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  B 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  type). 

Most  of  the  roadless  area  (68  percent)   is  in  Existing  Visual  Condition 
(EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity.     About  20 
percent  is   in  EVC  IV,    in  which  changes   to  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed 
by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     They  appear  to  be 
disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     EVC  V  accounts  for  the 
remaining  12  percent.   These  are  areas  in  which  changes  to  the  landscape  are 
obvious   to  the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences) :     Roads  and  timber  management 
activities  occur  on  all  sides  of  the  roadless  area.     Noise  and  sights  of 
vehicles  and  active  timber  sales  may  occur  periodically,   being  greatest  in 
■magnitude  near  the  roads  and  lessening  as  one  moves  away.     The  Tyee 

Powerline  skirts  the  western  side  of  the  area  and  is#isible  from  manv 
places  within  the  roadless  area.     Low-flying  aircraft  mav  temporarilv 
distract  visitors   in  the  area  fairly  frequently. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  proximitv  to 
Petersburg  by  roaded  access  make  portions  of  this  roadless  area  attractive 
for  recreation.     The  prime  attractions  are  hunting,  woodcutting  and 
gathering  areas,   and  the  system  of  ridges  in  the  center,  which  provides 
views  and  excellent  snow  machine  travel.     Saltwater  access  is  also  an 
attraction.     The  area  contains  two  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling 
321  acres . 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area   is  bounded  on 
all  sides  by  roads  and  timber  management  activities.     There  are  few 
topographic  breaks  or  other  natural  features  to  define  the  area. 
Feasibility  of  management  in  a  Wilderness  condition  is  low  to  moderate.  di.ie 
to  the  amount  of  managed  activities  adjacent  to  this  roadless  area. 
Feasibility  of  management  in  an  unroaded  condition  is  moderate,   due  to  the 
steepness  of  the  terrain. 
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(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified,  however  its  overall 
integrity  is  not  considered  pristine.     Adjacent  management  activities  have 
likely  impacted  some  of  the  natural  integrity  of  this  area,   such  as 
wildlife.     The  irregular  shape  of  the  area  also  lessens   its  natural 
integrity . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  low  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Air  traffic  and  vehicle   traffic  pass  nearby  and  may  be 
heard  and  observed  by  people   in  this  roadless  area.     Overall  recreation  use 
levels  are  low,   except  along  the  fringes  near  road  access.     Generallv,  a 
person  camped  or  traveling  away  from  the  roads   is  unlikely  to  encouncer 
other  people  nearby.     Timber  harvest  or  periodic  activities   in  the  adjacent 
areas  would  have  a  significant  impact  on  the  opportunity  for  solitude  when 
they  are  occurring. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  some 
Semi-Primitive  Recreation  opportunity  as  inventoried  with  the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  System. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  3,143 
Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  280 
Roaded  Modified  (RM)  4,426 

The  area  contains  two   inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  ClJ\SS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVI) 

SPM  1  230  129 

RM  1  40  39 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  opportunities  in  this  area.     The  steep 
nature  of  the  landforms  allows  a  visitor  to  feel  remote  from  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  readily  accessible  from  the 
community  of  Petersburg. 

(5)  Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
system  of  ridgelines  and  the  minor  saltwater  access  attract  rec tea t ion i s t s . 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     There  is  little  potential  for  outfitter 
and  guide  permits.     There  is  potential  for  trails,   and  possiblv 
shelters,    to  access  the  ridgelines  and  saltwater.     There   is  some 
potential  for  interpretive  activities  due  to  its  accessibility  and 
proximity  to  the  existing  interpretive   tour  of  the  Mitkof  Highwav  and 
Three  Lakes  Road.     A  State  boat  ramp  and  unmaintained  picnic  area 
exist  nearby. 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:  No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  were 
identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 


1985-86 . 


(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,  amended  Winter  1985-86,  no  wildlife  habitat  improvement  project 
are  planned  within  the  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  2,684  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  260  acres  of  riparia 
old  growth,   and  2,423  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  no  special  uses   in  the  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  low  minerals  potential. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
as  an  Inventoried  Potential  Research  Natural  Area,   or  for  anv  other 
scientific  purpose. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  market  values.     A  road  system  and/or  logging  systems 
capable  of  harvesting  the  area  would  be  necessary.     Nearby  roads  coul 
be  extended  to  accomplish  some  of  this. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  certain  wildlife  and  traditional  recreation 
activities . 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  System  land. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  roadless 
areas  are  North  Mitkof,   East  Mitkof,   and  Crystal.     All  are  within  two  to 
twelve  miles  distance,   and  are  separated  by  roads  and  harvest  areas.  The 
nearest  Wilderness  is  the  S tikine - LeConte ,   portions  of  which  are  about  one 
mile  away  across  Dry  Strait. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040) 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836) 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705) 


130 
17 
11 

100 


140 
20 
16 

115 
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Petersburg  is   the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Portions  of  the  area  are  used  for 
recreation . 

e.     Environinental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Crystal  (224) 


ACRES   (GROSS):     21,794         ACRES   (NFS):  19,293 


GEOZONE:  S04 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:  Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  20 


Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  _2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Conmients 


Narrows 
Woewodski 
Crystal 
Sumner 


447* 
448* 
451* 
452* 


20 
24 

20 


Not  Rated  in  1979 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     The  area  was  claimed  be  several  Stikine  Tlingit  clans  and 
used  for  hunting  and  gathering  of  subsistence   items.      Evidence  of  their  uso 
is   indicated  by  the  remains  of  temporary  camps,    fish  weirs,  petrogLyphs. 
and  bark- stripped  trees.     The  area  was  also   important   in  historic  times. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is   located  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Mitkof  Island.     The  area  is  15  miles  southwest  of  tlie  city  of 
Petersburg.     Forest  roads,  harvest  units,   the  Mitkof  Highway,   and  saltwater 
make  up  the  irregularly- shaped  boundaries.     The  roads  provide  access  to 
portions  of  this  roadless  area.     Petersburg  is  served  by  the  Alaska  Marine 
Highway  and  daily  jet  service. 


\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Two  mountainous  areas  doniinaCe  the 
landforni.     To  the  north  lies  Crystal  Peak  and  associated  ridgelines.  To 
the  south  lies   the  northern  portion  of  the  Sumner  Mountains.     A  river 
vallev  separates   the   two  mountain  areas.     Elevation  ranges   from  sea  level 
to  3,317   feet  at  Crvstal  Peak.     The  area  contains  six  miles  of  shoreline  on 
saltwater.     Slopes  are   fairly  steep  overall,   except  in  the  northwest 
portion  where  they  lessen  as   they  approach  saltwater.     Crystal  Lake   is  a 
significant  water  body  to  the  north,   and  a  somewhat  smaller  lake  exists  to 
the  northwest.     The  majority  of  the  area,    17,432  acres,    is  covered  by 
forest.     Muskeg  covers  about  40  acres,   and  alpine  covers  about  660  acres. 
Rock  outcrops  and  faces  cover  another  340  acres.     The   lakes  cover  a 
combined  area  of  240  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classif icacion:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally 
characterised  by  subdued,    rolling  topography  and  extensive  muskeg 
areas,   but  may  have  rugged  terrain  in  localized  areas.     The  roadless 
area  exhibits  landforms  fairly  typical  of  the  province. 

The  area  contains  several  small  streams  and  forms   the  headwaters  of 
two  medium-sized  streams. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  primarily  consists 
of  typical  spruce -hemlock  forests  on  the  mountain  sides,  alpine 
vegeta&ion  at  elevations  above  2,000  feet,   and  low-lying, 
poorly-drained  portions  of  the  area  are  often  covered  with  muskeg. 

There  are  17,432  acres  of  forested  land,   of  which  9,387  acres  are 
commercial   forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,    6,325  acres 
are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  881  acres  are  riparian  old  growcli. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  varietv  of  parent 
materials,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well -drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few- 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wet. 
but  are  never  dry. 

More  -  poor ly - drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  raostlv 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  t'ae 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (  1983').  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries . 
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VCU  447  was  rated  high  for  sport  fish  and  commercial  fish  values, 
although  chat  small  portion  of  VCU  447  in  this  roadless  area  did  not 
contribute  significantly  to  that  rating.     VCU  451  was  also  rated  high 
for  sport  fish  values.     VCU's  447  and  452  were  rated  as 
moderate Iv-high  value  for  commercial  fish  and  VCU  451  was  rated  as 
having  high  commercial  fish  value.     VCU's  448  and  452  were   raced  as 
having  highly  valued  estuaries. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     A  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  deer  and 
black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area,   as  do  some  moose. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     All  VCU's  of  which  this  roadless  area  is 
composed  are  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3.     LUD  3  allows  the 
land  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses,  with  the  emphasis  on  managing  for 
uses  in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide  the  greatest 
combination  of  benefits.     Some  State  land  selections  have  occurred  or  are 
pending  in  the  southern  portion  of  this  roadless  area.     The  western  portion 
of  this  roadless  area  has  been  selected  by  the  State,   and  selections  are 
pending  which  encompass  Crystal  Lake.     Crystal  Lake  provides  a  water  source 
for  the  State's  Crystal  Lake  Fish  Hatchery  and  for  domestic  use  by  the 
residents  at  the  hatchery.     There  is  a  concrete  dam  on  the  outlet  of 
Crystal  Lake  and  a  penstock  which  brings  water  down  the  mountain  where  it 
is  used  to  generate  electrig:ity  for  the  city  of  Petersburg.     The  top  of 
Crystal  Peak  is  currently  being  studied  for  a  possible  communications  sice. 

Due  to  its  proximity  to  Petersburg  and  accessibility  bv  road  and  water,  che 
Crystal  Roadless  Area  receives  moderate  recreational  use.     Most  of  the  use, 
consisting  primarily  of  hunting,   berry  picking  and  woodcutting,  is 
concentrated  along  the  outside  edges  which  are  accessible  by  che  roads 
which  bound  three  sides  of  the  area.     Crystal  Lake  and  the  alpine  ridges 
above  attract  recreationists  despite  the  lack  of  extensive  improved 
access.     There  is  a  trail  from  the  hatchery  to  Crystal  Lake.     There  is  some 
subsistence  use  in  the  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  majority  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified.     Exceptions  are  areas  adjacent  to  clearcuts  and  roads,   and  clie 
dam  and  penstock  from  Crystal  Lake. 

Twenty-nine  percent  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  Variecv  Class 
A  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  cype"). 
and  71  percent  of  the  acreage  was  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  type) .     None  was 
inventoried  in  Variety  Class  C. 

Most  of  the  roadless  area  (86  percent)   is  in  Existing  Visual  Condition 
(EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity.     EVC  II 
accounts   for  two  percent,    in  which  changes  to  the   landscape  are  not  noticed 
by  che  average  person  unless  pointed  out.     About  five  percent  of  the  .u'e:i 
is   in  EVC  III,    in  which  changes   to  the   landscape  are  noticed  by  che  avorago 
person,   but  they  do  not  attract  attention.     The  natural  appearance  of  che 
landscape  still  remains  dominant.     About  four  percent   is   in  EVC  IV,  in 
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which  changes   Co   che  landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  person  and 
may  attract  some  attention.     They  appear  to  be  disturbances  but  resemble 
natural  patterns.     EVC  V  accounts  for  the  remaining  three  percent.  These 
are  areas   in  which  changes   to  the  landscape  are  obvious   to   the  average 
person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Roads  and  timber  management 
activities  occur  on  three  sides  of  the  roadless  area.     Noise  and  sights  of 
vehicles  and  active   timber  sales  may  occur  periodically,   being  greatest  in 
magnitude  near  the  roads  and  lessening  as  one  moves  away.  Wrangell 
Narrows,   which  receives  heavy  boat  traffic,    is  adjacent  to   the  west. 
Low-flying  aircraft  may  temporarily  distract  visitors   in  the  area  fairly 
frequently. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  proximity  to 
Petersburg  by  roaded  access  make  portions  of  this  roadless  area  attractive 
for  recreation.     The  prime  attractions  are  hunting,  woodcutting  and 
gathering  areas,   and  the  system  of  ridges  in  alpine  terrain  which  provides 
outstanding  views.     Saltwater  access  is  also  an  attraction.     The  area 
contains  five  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  6,865  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     The  area  is  bounded  on 
three  sides  by  roads  and  timber  management  activities.      Private   land  occurs 
on  the  other  side,   and  there  are  pending  State  land  selections   in  che  core 
of  the  area,   at  Crystal  Lake.     There  are  few  topographic  breaks  or  other 
naCural  feaCures   Co  define   che  area.     FeasibiliCy  of  managemenC   in  a 
Wilderness  condicion  is  low  co  moderaCe,   due   Co  Che  amounc  of  culcural 
accivities  adjacent  to   this  roadless  area.     Feasibilitv  of  management   in  an 
unroaded  condicion  is  moderace,   as  ic  raaincains  Craditional  opporcuni c ies , 
and  che  doraescic  water  source. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified,  however  its  overall 
integrity  is  not  considered  pristine.     Adjacent  management  activities  have 
likely  impacted  some  of  the  natural   integrity  of  this  area,    such  as 
wildlife.     The   irregular  shape  of  the  area  and  inclusion  of  private  land 
also  lessen  its  natural  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  low  to  moderate  opportunitv  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Air  traffic  and  vehicle  traffic  pass  nearby  and 
may  be  heard  and  observed  by  people  in  this  roadless  area.  Overall 
recreation  use  levels  are  moderate,  being  higher  along  the  fringes  near 
road  access.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling  within  the  area  awav 
from  the  roads  is  unlikely  to  encounter  others  nearby.     Timber  harvest  or 
periodic  activities  in  adjacent  areas  would  have  a  significant  impact  on 
che  opportunity  for  solitude  when  they  are  occurring. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  some 
Semi-Primitive  Recreation  opportunity  as  inventoried  with  che  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum   (ROS)  System. 
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ROS  Class  Acres 

Serai-Primicive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  5,724 
Roaded  Natural   (RN)  1,021 
Roaded  Modified   (RM)  12,549 

The  area  contains   five   inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPNM  1  5,724  256 

RN  2  920  9,649 

RM  2  220  211 

The  only  developed  recreation  facility  in  the  area  is  the  trail  from  the 
hatchery  up  to  Crystal  Lake.     The  steep  nature  of  the  landforras  and 
relationship  to  external  influences  allow  a  visitor  to  feel  somewhat  remote 
from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  readily 
accessible  from  the  community  of  Petersburg. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  The 

system  of  ridgelines,  which  comprises  the  greatest  amount  of  alpine  setting 
on  Mitkof  Island,   is  an  important  feature.     Crystal  Lake,   road  access  from 
Petersburg,   and  saltwater  access  also  attract  recreationis ts . 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  little  potential  for  outfitter 
and  guide  permits.     Potential  trails  and  shelters  have  been  identified 
to  access  the  ridgelines.     There  is  some  potential  for  interpretive 
activities  due  to  the  areas  accessibility  and  proximitv  to  the 
existing  interpretive  tour  of  the  Mitkof  Highway  and  Three  Lakes  Rond, 
and  the  popular  Blind  Slough  recreation  site. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  are 
identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter  1'-"'S5-Sd 
for  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  Winter  1985-86,   no  wildlife  enhancement  projects  are 
planned  in  the  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  5,764  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  460  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  4,663  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  three  special  uses   in  the 
area . 


(f)     Minerals:     The  area  has   low  minerals  potential. 
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(g)     Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  has  not  been  Identified 
as  an  Inventoried  Potential  Research  Natural  Area,   or  for  any  other 
scientific  purpose. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  market  values.     A  road  system  and/or  logging  systems 
capable  of  harvesting  the  area  would  be  necessary.     Nearby  roads  could 
be  extended  to  accomplish  some  of  this. 

(b)  .Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  certain  wildlife,   and  traditional  and  potential 
recreation  activities.     The  extensive  alpine  area  is  an  attraction  for 
recreationists . 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     An  extensive  area  along  Wrangell  Narrows,   and  the 
basin  and  area  around  Crystal  Lake  have  been  selected  by  the  State. 
About  160  acres  of  private  land  exist  along  Wrangell  Narrows. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  roadless 
areas  are  North  Mitkof,   East  Mitkof,   and  Manzanita.    .All  are  within  two  to 
twelve  miles  distance,   and  are  separated  by  roads  and  harvest  areas.  The 
nearest  Wilderness   is   the  S tikine - LeConte ,   portions  of  which  are  about  11 
miles  away. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  130  140 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  15  17 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  20  30 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  90  105 


Petersburg  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highwav. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Portions  of  the  area  are  tradition:-.! 
and/or  popular  recreation  areas.     Support  for  a  trail   to   the  rid£;eILne 
and  alpine  terrain  above  Crystal  Lake  has  evolved  from  several 
recreation  public  meetings. 
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e.     Environmental  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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.  INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME;     Kadin   (225)  ACRES   (GROSS):     1,623  ACRES   (NFS):  1,623 

GEOZONE:  SI4 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  24 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Conunents 

Vank  455*  17  Rating  included  other 

islands   in  the  group. 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     Kadin  Island  was  claimed  by  the  Stikine  Tlingit  and  evidence 
of  their  use   is   indicated  by  the  presence. of  petroglyphs.     The   island  was 
named  in  1363  for  an  Aleut  member  of  a  Russian  surveying  party.     The  island 
was   likely  visited  by  early  fur  traders   traveling  between  the  Stikine  River 
and  Fort  Wrangell.     Kadin  is  known  locally  as  High  Island,    in  reference  ro 
its  height  relative   to  nearby  islands. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  consists  of  one  small  island 
located  off  the  mouth  of  the  Stikine  River.     At  low  tides   it   is  nearly 
surrounded  by  tideflats  formed  by  the  sediments  of  the  Stikine  River.  It 
is  north  and  slightly  west  of  the  town  of  Wrangell.     Sumner  Strait,  Stikine 
Strait  and  Eastern  Passage  all  converge  in  this  area.     Access   is  by  way  of 
boat  or  floatplane.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled 
aircraft . 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  island  rises  fairly  steeply  and 
uniformly  to  a  height  just  above  1,000  feet.     Kadin  Island  is  basicallv 
kidney  shaped,   and  the  landform  is  heavily  influenced  by  its  location  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Stikine  River.     High  winds  moving  down  the  Stikine  River 
canyon  pick  up  silt  from  the  unvegetated  glacial  river  floodplain  and 
deposit  it  as  loess  on  islands  at  the  river's  mouth,   including  Kadin 
Island.     The  island  is  completely  covered  by  forest,   and  contains  six  miles 
of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongnss  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:  The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Island  Geographic  Province.  This  province  is  characterized 
by  generally  subdued,  rolling  topography  and  e:<tensive  muskeg  areas, 
but  may  have  rugged  terrain  in  localized  areas.  This  island  exhibits 
the  typical  rounded  landform,  but  because  of  its  small  size  it  lacks 
the  characteristic  land  and  waterform  variety.  • 

There  are  no  significant  streams  on  the   island.     The  sm.ali  drainages 
are  steep  and  short  to  saltwater. 

(b)  Vegetation:     The  island  is  heavily  vegetated  with  spruce -hemlock 
and  spruce  -  devil ' s  club  forest  types. 

There  are  1,603  acres  of  forested  land,   all  of  which  is  commercial 
forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,   1,483  acres  are 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  120  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:       Soils  are  unique  because  of  the  influence  of  the  Stikine 
River.     High  winds  moving  down  the  Stikine  River  canyon  pick  up  silt 
from  the  unvegetated  glacial  river  floodplain  and  deposit  it  as  loess 
on  islands  at  the  river's  mouth.     The  continuing  rain  of  loess  onto 
the  upper  soil  layers  provides  a  supply  of  unleached,   nutrient  -  r  icli 
soil  material   to   the   forests  of  the   island.     The  loess  deposition 
overcomes   the  process  of  acid  bog  formation   (paludif ication)  that 
overtakes  most  stable  sites  of  moderate  topographic  relief  in  the 
Tongass  National  Forest.     Few  areas  in  the  world  have  a  combination  of 
high  rainfall  and  recent  loess  deposition,   so  the  properties  of  tlic 
soils  here  are  of  special  interest.     Thick  loess  soils  also  have  a 
high  water  storage  capacity,   so  the  hydrology  of  the   island  is  of 
interest  too.  j 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     There  are  no  fish  streams  on  the  island. 


(e)  Wildlife  Resource:  A  small  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  J.eer 
and  black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     The  VCU  in  which  this  island  is  located 
is  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3.     LUD  3  allows  the  land  to  be 
managed  for  a  variety  of  uses,  with  the  emphasis  on  managing  for  uses   in  a 
compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide  the  greatest  combination  of 
benefits.     There  is  some  subsistence  use  in  the  area.     The  island  is  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Stikine  River.     Recreationis ts  traveling  into  tlie 
S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness  up  the  river  must  pass  by  this  area. 
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(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  appears  unmodified. 

The  entire   island  was   inventoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape 
diversity  that   is  common  for  the  character  type)   and  all  of  it   is  in 
Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear   to  be  untouched  by 
human  activity. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  at   the  mouth  of  the 
Stikine  River.     Several  nearby  islands,   especially  Liesnoi,   and  Sokolof. 
have  been  impacted  by  management  activities,   mainly  clearcutting  and  road 
building.     These  management  activities  and  their  effects  are  visible  from 
this  roadless  area.     Areas  of  past  timber  harvest  are  also  visible   to  the 
north  on  MiCkof  Island.     When  harvesting  activities  occur  near  the  roadless 
area,   their  sights  and  sounds  may  create  an  impact.     Boats  frequent  the 
nearby  saltwater  as  the  Stikine  River  is  a  major  destination.   The  proximity 
to  Wrangell  and  Petersburg  also  contribute  many  pleasure  craft  to  the 
vicinity.     Boats  may  sometimes  be  visible  from  parts  of  the  roadless  area. 
This  island  is  located  on  the  final  approach  to  the  Wrangell  airport  and 
low-flying  aircraft  may  temporarily  distract  visitors   in  the  area  at  times. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  unique  soil 
associations  of  the  island  result  in  the  occurrence  of  a  unique  form  of 
high-productivity  Sitka  spruce/devil's  club  forest  type.     The  fringe  of  the 
island  is  subject  to  tidal  influence  and  changes  in  water  level  due  to 
shifts  of  the  river.     The  island  contains  one  inventoried  recreation  place 
of  about  1,623  acres. 

'b .     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area   is  bounded  on 
all  sides  by  saltwater.     The   island  by  itself  does  not  lend  itself  well  to 
being  managed  as  a  Wilderness  due  to  its  small  size  and  the  amount  of 
marine  traffic  in  the  area  and  activities  in  the  nearby  adjacent  areas. 
However,   this  area  is  adjacent  to  the  existing  S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness, 
and  visitors  traveling  up  the  river  generally  pass  by  this  "gateway".  Thus 
its  addition  as  Wilderness,  would  simply  extend  that  management 
philosophy.     Overall  manageability  in  the   roadless  state   is  considered 
moderately  high. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified,   and  has  maintained  its 
overall  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  low  to  moderate  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Airplanes  landing  at  or  leaving  the  Wrangell 
airport  often  fly  low  over  the  island.     Frequent  marine  traffic  passing 
nearby  will  likely  be  observed  by  people  on  the  island  due  to  a  lack  of 
topographic  screening.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low.  Generally, 
a  person  camped  or  traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  encounter  others. 
Timber  harvest  or  other  activities  in  the  adjacent  areas,  which  occur 
periodically,   would  have  a  significant  impact  on  the  opportunity  for 
solitude  when  they  are  occurring. 
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(4)  OpportuniCy  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
Semi  -  Primitive  Recreation  opportunity  as   inventoried  with  the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum   (ROS)  System. 

ROS  class  Acres 

Serai- Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  1,523 

The  area  contains  one   inventoried  recreation  place. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPM  1  1,623  ISO 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  opportunities  in  the  area.     The  character 
of  the  landforms  generally  does  not  allow  the  visitor  to  feel  remote  from 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat 
from  the  community  of  Petersburg  in  about  two  hours,   and  from  Wrangell  in 
less   than  one  hour. 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
unique  soil  associations  of  the  island,   the  hydrology,   and  the  occurrence 
of  a  unique  form  of  high- productivity  Sitka  spruce/devil's  club  forest  type 
are  special  features  of  this  area.     The  fringe  of  the  island  is  subject  to 
tidal  influence  and  changes  in  water  level  due  to  shifts  of  the  river,  and 
may  also  be  of  scientific  interest.     The  island  forms  part  of  the  gateway 
for  the  majority  of  visitors  traveling  up  the  Stikine  River. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There   is  some  potential   for  outfitter  and 
guide  permits,   or  for  developed  trails,   cabins,   or  shelters. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  are 
identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  .Maiiagoiiien c 
Plan,   amended  Winter  1985-86,  wildlife  enhancement  projects  are  not 
planned  for  this  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  1,122  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  80  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  1,042  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  no  special  uses   in  the  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  low  minerals  potential. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  has  been  inventoriod  as  a 
Potential  Research  Natural  Area  (RNA)  by  the  RNA  Task  Force. 
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(2)     ManagemenC  Considerations 

(a)  The  pocencial  for  managing  timber  in  this   roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  high  market  values.     A  road  system  and/or  logging  systems 
capable  of  harvesting  the  island  would  be  necessary.      Developinent  of 
beach  access  and  log  transfer  sites  would  also  be  required,   both  of 
which  would  be  difficult. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  certain  wildlife,   and  for  further  consideration  as  a 
Research  Natural  Area.      It  could  also  be  added   to   the  existing 
adjacent  Stikine-LeConte  Wilderness. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  System  land. 

d.  Relationship  to  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  • 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Another  small  roadless 
island  (Greys  Island)   lies  within  a  mile  to  the  west.     The  Stikine-LeConte 
Wilderness  lies  just  to  the  east.     Recreational  use   is  moderate   in  the 
immediate  area. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers ' (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  135  150 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  27  44 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  4  4 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  85  100 

Wrangell  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highwav. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:  Most  use  of  the  area  is  recreational,  and 
is  marine  oriented. 

e.  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  .ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Greys   (226)  ACRES   (GROSS):     361  ACRES   (NFS):  361 

CEOZONE:  S14 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  ElARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Coaunents 

Vank  455*  17 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     The  Stikine  Tlingit  claimed  this  island.     The  island  was 
named  for  a  Russian  ship  used  to  transport  land  surveyors.     The  waters  west 
of  the  island  were  evidently  used  as  an  anchorage  by  the  Russians.  The 
island  was  likely  visited  by  early  fur  traders  traveling  between  the 
Stikine  River  and  Fort  Wrangell.     The  only  site  currently  recorded  is  the 
remains  of  a  fox  farm  begun  in  1923. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  consists  of  one  small  isL-UKi 
located  off  the  mouth  of  Che  Stikine  River.     At  low  tides,   one  side  is 
bounded  by  tideflats  formed  by  the  sediments  of  the  Stikine  River.     It  is 
north  and  slightly  west  of  the  town  of  Wrangell.     Sumner  Strait,  Stikine 
Strait,   and  Eastern  Passage  all  converge  in  this  area.     Access  is  bv  wav  ot 
boat  or  floatplane.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled 
aircraft . 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  island  rises  fairly  gentlv  to  a  height 
just  above  400  feet,   being  slightly  steeper  on  the  northern  side   than  the 
southern  side.     The  island  and  landform  are  basically  oval  shaped.  Tb.e 
landform  is  heavily  influenced  by  its  location  at  the  mouth  of  the  Stikine 
River.     High  winds  moving  down  the  Stikine  River  canyon  pick  up  silt  from 
the  unvegetated  glacial  river  floodplain  and  deposit  it  as  loess  on  islands 
at  the  river's  mouth,   including  Greys  Island.     The  area  is  completely 
covered  by  forest,   and  contains  three  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Island  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  characterized 
by  generally  subdued,   rolling  topography  and  extensive  muskeg 
areas, but  may  have  rugged  terrain  in  localized  areas.     While  the 
island  displays  the  typical  rounded,   mountainous  landform,   because  ot 
its  small  size,    it  lacks   the  land  and  water  form  variety 
characteristic  of  the  region.     There  are  no  significant  streams  on  th 
is  land . 


(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  on  this  island  is  primarily  typical 
spruce/hemlock  and  spruce/devil's  club  forest  types. 

There  are  361  acres  of  forested  land,   all  of  which  is  commercial 
forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,   341  acres  are 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  20  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  are  unique  because  of  the   influence  of  the  Stikine 
River.     High  winds  moving  down  the  Stikine  River  canyon  pick  up  silt 
from  the  unveget^ted  glacial  river  floodplain  and  deposit  it  as  loess 
on  islands  at  the  river's  mouth.     The  continuing  rain  of  loess  onto 
the  upper  soil  layers  provides  a  supply  of  unleached,   nutr lent  -  rich 
soil  material  to  the  forests  of  the  island.     The  loess  deposition 
overcomes  the  process  of  acid  bog  formation  (paludif ication)  that 
overtakes  most  stable  sites  of  moderate   topographic  relief  in  the 
Tongass  National  Forest.     Few  areas   in  the  world  have  a  combination  o 
high  rainfall  and  recent  loess  deposition,    so  the  properties  of  the 
soils  here  are  of  special   interest.     Thick  loess  soils'  also  have  a 
high  water  storage  capacity,    so   the  hydrology  of  the   island   is  of 
interest  too. 


(d)  Fish  Resource:     There  are  no  fish  streams  on  the  island. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:  A  small  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  dee 
and  black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  VCU  in  which  this   island   is  located 
is  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3.     LUD  3  allows   the   Land  co  be 
managed  for  a  variety  of  uses,  with  the  emphasis  on  managing  for  uses   in  a 
compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide   the  greatest  combination  of 
benefits.     There  is  some  subsistence  use  in  the  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  appears  unmodified. 

The  whole  island  was  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape 

diversity  that   is  common  for  the  character  tvpe)   and  as  being  in  Existiiu: 

Visual  Condition   (EVC)    I.     EVC  I  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  bv  hun;.in 
activity . 
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(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  aC   che  mouth  of  the 
Stikine  River.     Several  nearby  islands,   Liesnoi,   Vank ,   and  Sokolof,  have 
been  impacted  by  visible  management  activities,   mainly  clearcutting  and 
road  building.     Areas  of  past  timber  harvest  are  also  visible   to  the  south 
on  Woronkofski  and  Wrangell  Islands,   and  the   town  of  Wrangell  can  be  seen. 
When  harvesting  activities  occur  near  the  roadless  area,    their  sights  and 
sounds  may  create  an  impact.     Boats  frequent  the  nearby  saltwater  as  che 
Stikine  River  is  a  major  destination.  The  proximity  to  Wrangell  and 
Petersburg  also  contributes  many  pleasure  craft  to  the  vicinity  which  mav 
be  visible  from  parts  of  the  roadless  area.     Low-flying  aircraft  may 
temporarily  distract  visitors  in  the  area  at  times. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  unique  soil 
associations  of  the  island  result  in  the  occurrence  of  a  unique  form  of 
high-productivity  Sitka  spruce/devil's  club  forest  type.     Part  of  che 
fringe  of  the  island  is  subject  to  tidal  influence  and  changes  in  water 
level  due  to  shifts  of  the  river.     There  is  one  inventoried  recreation 
place  on  the  island  totaling  140  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  bounded  on 
all  sides  by  saltwater.     The  island  does  not  lend  itself  well  to  being 
managed  as  a  Wilderness  because  of  its  small  size  and  lack  of  insulation 
from  the  marine  traffic  in  the  area,   and  activities  in  the  nearby  adjacenc 
areas.     However,    this  area  is  near  the  existing  Stikine-LeConce 
Wilderness.     Continued  management  in  an  unroaded  condition  is  likelv 
because  of  its  small  size,   steep  topography,   and  shoreline  which  does  not 
provide  a  practical  location  for  a  log  transfer  facility.  Overall 
manageability  is  considered  moderate. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified,   and  has  maintained  its 
overall  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  low  to  moderate  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Low-flying  airplanes  and  frequent  marine  crnffic 
pass  nearby  and  may  be  observed  by  people  in  this  roadless  area.  Presenc 
recreation  use  levels  are  low.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling 
inland  is  unlikely  to  encounter  others.     Timber  harvest  or  other  activicies 
in  the  adjacent  areas,   which  occur  periodically,  would  have  a  significant 
impact  on  the  opportunity  for  solitude  when  they  are  occurring. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides 
Semi-Primitive  Recreation  opportunity  as  inventoried  with  the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  System. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Semi  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 


361 


The  area  contains  one  inventoried  recreation  place. 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


SPM 


1 


140 


270 
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There  are  no  developed  recreation  opportunities   in  the  area.     The  character 
of  the   landform  generally  does  not  allow  the  visitor  to  feel   remote  from 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity  around  the   island.     The  area  is 
accessible  bv  boat  from  the  community  of  Petersburg  in  about   two  hours,  and 
from  Wrangell   in  less   than  one  hour.     During  the  salmon  fishing  season,  tlie 
area  adjacent  to  Greys   Island  is  a  very  popular  fishing  location. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
unique  soil  associations  of  the   island,    the  hydrology,   and  the  occurrence 
of  a  unique   form  of  high - produc t ivi ty  Sitka  spruce/devil's  club   forest  type 
are  special  features  of  this  area.      Part  of  the  fringe  of  the   island  is 
subject  to  tidal  influence  and  changes  in  water  level  due  to  shifts  of  the 
river,   and  may  also  be  of  scientific  interest. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  some  potential  for  outfitter  and 
guide  permits  or  for  developed  trails,   cabins,   or  shelters. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  are 
identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  Winter  1985-86,   no  wildlife  enhancement  projects  are 
planned . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:  There  are  300  acres  inventoried  as  tentatively 
suitable  for  harvest.  This  includes  20  acres  of  riparian  old  growth, 
and  280  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  no  special  uses   in  the  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  low  minerals  potential. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
for  any  scientific  value.     However  nearby  Kadin  Island  has  been 
identified  as  a  candidate  Research  Natural  Area,   as   it  best  represents 
the   influence  of  the  Stikine  River  on  soils  and  plant  associations. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  high  market  values.     A  road  system  and/or  logging  svstenis 
capable  of  harvesting  the   island  would  be  necessary.     Development  of 
beach  access  and  log  transfer  sites  would  also  be  required  and  are 
likelv  to  be  difficult. 
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(b)  Maintenance  of  Che  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  certain  wildlife.     The  area  could  be  a  substitute 
for  Kadin  Island  as  a  candidate  Research  Natural  Area,   however  the 
overall  qualities  are  not  as  good  in  meeting  the  objectives.      It  co\ild 
also  fit   in  with  the  existing  management  of  the  adjacent 

S tikine - LeConte  Wilderness. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  historv. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  comnion   to  Soiithe.isc 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  System  land. 
Relationship  to  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     One  other  roadless 
area  exists  nearby  on  Kadin  Island  to  the  east.     The  S tikine - LeConte 
Wilderness  is  also  to  the  east,  beyond  Kadin  Island.     Recreational  use  is 
moderate  in  the  immediate  area  except  during  the  salmon  fishing  season  when 
the  area  around  Greys  Island  is  heavily  used. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Conununity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  135  150 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  27  42 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2.836)  5  5 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  "              90  116 

Wrangell  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  Initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents :     Most  use  of  the  area  is  marine  oriented 
recreation . 

Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     North  Wrangell   (227)  ACRES  (GROSS):     14,460  ACRES   (NFS):  11,6 

GEOZONE:     SO 7 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  Wilderness  Attribute  Rating:  17 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Conunents 


Wrangell  475*  19  ' 

Eastern  476*  21 

Nemo  477*  18 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 


(2)  History:     The  area  was  used  by  the  Stikine  Tlingit  in  prehistoric 
times,  however  only  a  few  sites  have  been  recorded.^    Tlingit  sites  includ 
a  former  camp  and  a  possible  burial  site.     A  historical  homestead  site  is 
present  along  the  shoreline. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  Wrangell   Island  and  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Eastern  Passage,   on  the  south  by  Forest  Road  oj;5"\ 
on  the  west  by  the  Zimovia  Highway,   and  on  the  north  by  development 
associated  with  the  city  of  Wrangell.     The  boundary  roads  connect   to  the 
city  of  Wrangell.     The  area  is  accessed  by  saltwater  and  by  the  Wrangell 
Island  roads.     There  are  no  sites  suitable   for  landing  wheeled  aircraft. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  basically  a  mountain  ridge 
forming  the  northern  tip  of  Wrangell  Island,  with  four  somewhat  rounded 
peaks  ranging  in  elevation  from  2,000  to  2,600  feet.     On  both  sides  ot  th 
mountains  are  rather  short,   steep  drainages  containing  small  streams 
emptying  into  salt  water.     There  is  no  saltwater  shoreline  in  federal 
ownership. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  used 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  Is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province   in  generally 
characterised  by  rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg 
areas,  but  may  have  rugged  terrain  in  localized  areas.     In  this 
roadless  area  there  are  no  known  areas  of  unique  or  uncommon 
plant/soils  associations  or  geologic  formations. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above  2,500  feet 
elevation.     Poorly-drained  areas  between  the  peaks,   and  flater  areas 
on  the  ridgetop  are  generally  covered  with  muskeg  and  scrub  lodgepole 
pine.     Steeper,  raore-well-drained  mountain  sides  support  heavy  stands 
of  Sitka  spruce,  western  hemlock,   redcedar  and  Alaska  cedar. 

There  are  approximately  11,304  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  6,843 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
6,163  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  660  acres  are  riparian  old 
growth . 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
material,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate  -to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More  -  poor ly - drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and  or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostly 
'         shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1978)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  estuaries.     VCU  475  rated  as  having  highly  valued  estuaries. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Important  species   include  Sitka  black- tailed 
deer,   wolves,   black  bear,   pine  marten  and  a  small  population  of  moose. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     All  of  the  area  was  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation  3   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   which  allows  road 
construction  and  timber  harvest  in  conjunction  with  strong  protection 
measures   to  meet  other  resource  objectives.     Eastern  Passage  receives 
moderately-heavy  use  by  commercial  and  pleasure  boats.     The  entire 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION 


January  31,  1990 


C-157 


shoreline   in  the  area  was  selected  by  the  State  and  currently  receives 
little  recreation  use.     Areas  closely  associated  with  the  roads,  especially 
where  they  cross  the  larger  streams,   receive  higher  use  during  the  suininer. 
Two  trails  access  parts  of  the  area.     The  Institute  Trail  accesses   the  area 
from  the  northwest,   ending  at  the  Shoemaker  Bay  shelter.     An  alpine  trail 
comes   into  the  area  from  the  southeast.     There   is  some  subsistence  use  in 
the  area,   primarily  associated  with  roadside  wood  and  berry  gathering.  In 
1984,   a  133  KV  powerline  was  constructed  through  the  area. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     Land  access  roads  and  closely 
associated  clearcut  timber  harvest  units  adjoin  the  area  on  three  sides, 
and  a  138  KW  powerline  crosses  the  area  near  its  center.     Most  of  the  area 
away  from  the  roads  appears  natural  and  undisturbed.     The  powerline  and 
righc-of-way  clearing  are  visible  and  often  obvious  from  the  water  and  from 
some  areas  within  the  roadless  area.     Clearcuts  associated  with  the  roads, 
and  portions  of  the  City  are  obvious  from  some  parts  of  the  roadless  area. 
The  rest  of  the  roadless  area  is  unmodified. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (49  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition   (EVC)  Type 
I).     Six  percent  of  the  area  appears  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity  (EVC 
Type  II).     Nine  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III,  where 
changes  in  the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor.  The 
natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant.     Thirtv-six  percent 
is   in  EVC  Type  V  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  obvious   to   the  average 
person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

The  entire  area  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape 
diversity  that   is  common  for  the  character  tvpe). 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Boats  plying  the  waters  of 
Eastern  Passage  and  Ziraovia  Strait  may  be  visible  from  within  parts  of  tlie 
area  but  usually  are  not  intrusive.      It  is  possible  to  see  clearcuts  and 
portions  of  the  city  of  Wrangell,   and  hear  automobiles  on  the  roads  and 
other  noises  of  the  community  from  some  locations  within  this  roadless 
area.     Low-flying  aircraft  traveling  to  and  from  Wrangell  may,   at  times, 
fly  over  the  area.     The  State  has  selected  lands  along  the  Zimovia  Strait 
and  Eastern  Passage'  shorelines.     Future  uses  of  that   land   is  uncertain, 
however  some  development  is  likely. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  fact  that  the  area 
is  accessible  by  road  from  Wrangell  may  be  an  attraction  for  some.  There 
are  no  special  or  unique  features.     The  area  contains  five  inventoried 
recreation  places  totaling  9,924  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     On  three  sides,  the 
area  boundary  is  defined  by  mostly  roads  and  clearcut  timber  harvest 
units.     The  fourth  side  is  defined  by  the  saltwater  shore,   which  is  now 
State  land.     The  powerline  crossing  near  the  central  part  of  the  area   is  an 
inconsistent  inclusion.     Except  for  several  minor  valleys,    there   is  verv 
little  geographic  containment  of  the  space  within  the  area  or  physical 
screening  from  outside   influences.     There   is   little  reason  to  build 
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additional  roads   in  this  area,   unless  access   Co  the   timber  on  the  lower 
mountain  slopes  or  to  the  State  land  along  Zimovia  Strait  is  desired. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  bounded  on  three  sides  by  land  access 
roads  and  clearcut  timber  harvest  units.     A  138  KV  powerline  crosses  near 
the  center  of  the  area. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  good  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area,   especially  after  one  has  gone  a  short  distance   from  the 
roads.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low  except  near  the  roads. 
Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling  away  from  the  roads   is  unlikely  to 
see  o thers . 


(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation: 
semi -primitive  recreation  opportunities: 

ROS  Class 


The  area  provides  primarily 


Acres 


Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  8,823 
Serai- Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  2,741 
Roaded  Modified  (RM)  50 


The  area  contains  five  recreation  places. 

ROS  GLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


SPNM 
SPM  ■ 
RM 


8,823 
■1,080 
20 


2  ,.605 
1,360 
217 


Two  trails  and  a  shelter  are  the  only  facilities  in  the  area.  The 
character  of  the  landforms  and  vegetation  generally  allows  the  visitor  to 
feel  remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is 
accessible  by  boat  and  automobile  from  the  community  of  Wrangell   in  less 
than  two  hours.  Travel  within  the  area  is  not  especially  challenging, 
requiring  only  moderate  woods  skills  and  experience.     The  presence  of  black 
bears  does  present  a  degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for  caution. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural);  There 
are  no  known  unique   features   in  the  area.     The  Institute  Trail   is  one  of 
the  few  trails  easily  accessible  to  a  major  population  center  on  the 
Stikine  Area.     Beginning  on  the  south  end  of  the  city  of  Wrangell,  the 
trail  receives  relatively  heavy  use. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  development  of  a 
trail  system,   and  cabins  or  shelters.     Because  of  the  area's 
accessibility  from  the  city  of  Wrangell,    there   is  potential   for  uso  of 
off-road  vehicles  and  snowmobiles,   and  for  cross -country  skiLnt;. 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  specific   fish  habitat  enhancement • proj ec ts  are 
identified  for  this  area  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  amended 
Winter  1985-86. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   moose  and  deer  winter  range  habitat  improvement 
projects  are  planned  in  the  area.     These  projects  typically  consist  of 
planting,    thinning,    and  seeding. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  4,522  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes  440  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  4,062  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.     Some  parts 
ofthis  area  are  highly  prone  to  strong  winds  which  blow  down  standing 
timber  left  exposed  by  cutting  adjacent  stands. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     Near  the  middle  of  this  roadless  area, 
a  138  KV  powerline,   under  special  use  permit,   crosses   from  one  side  to 
the  other. 

(f)  Minerals:  The  area  generally  has  a  low  minerals  rating  and  there 
are  no  known  current  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas.     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
for  any  other  scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential   for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area   is  high 
as  roads  could  be  extended  from  the  existing  system  and  much  of  the 
area  could  be  logged  without  constructing  a  camp  or  additional  log 
transfer  facilities. 

(b)  The  area  is  readily  accessible  by  sheltered  waters  and  bv  road 
from  the  city  of  Wrangell.     Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless 
condition  enhances  opportunities  for  residents  of  the  city  of  Wrangell 
who  do  not  have  a  boat  to  have  a  semi  -  primitive  recreation 
experience.      It  also  maintains  opportunities   for  wildlife,    such  as 
wolves,   bears,   and  moose,   to  move  freely  through  the  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     The  State  owns  all  of  the  land  along  the  east  side 
of  the  area,   including  all  of  the  land  along  the  beach,   and  lands 
adjacent  to  the  south  and  west  sides  of  the  area. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     There  are   cwo  other 
roadless  areas  on  Wrangell  Island,   separated  from  the  North  Wr'angell 
Roadless  Area  by  roads.     Additional  roadless  areas  are   located  nearbv, 
across  narrow  saltwater  channels,   on  Etolin  Island  and  on  the  mainland. 
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The  nearest  Wilderness  is   the  S t ikine - LeConte ,   approximately  ten  miles  Co 
the  north.     The  area  currently  receives  light  to  moderate  use  inland,  away 
from  saltwater  or  road  access. 

(2)     Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 


Wrangell  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  and  is 
approximately  two  road  miles  from  this  area. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     There  have  been  no  local  initiatives  or 
public  sentiment  expressed  to  have  the  area  remain  roadless.  There 
has  been  interest  by  some  residents  of  Wrangell  in  developing 
additional  roads   in  the  area  to  facilitate  additional   logging  and 
roaded  recreation  opportunities. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


Juneau  (Pop 

Petersburg  (Pop 

Wrangell  (Pop 

Ketchikan  (Pop 


23  ,  729) 


-4  ,  040) 
2 , 336) 
12 , 705) 


155 
50 
2 
60 


170 
30 
2 
75 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N/\ME:     South  Wrangell   (229)  ACRES  (GROSS):     75,990  ACRES  (NFS):  71,173 

GEOZONE:  S07 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  20 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  !/■ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare   the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

ine  Conunents 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS 

Nemo 

477* 

18 

Venus 

478* 

22 

Thoms 

479* 

23 

Fools 

480* 

24 

Madan 

504* 

21 

Blake 

505* 

22 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  'of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     The  area  was   inhabited  by  the  Tlingit   in  prehistoric  and 
historic  times.     While   the  area  has   likely  been  prospected  for  minerals . 
there  are  no  known  mining  claims.      In  1984,   a  138  KV  powerline  was 
constructed  through  part  of  the  area  along  Blake  Channel. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  Wrangell   Island  and  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Blake  Channel,   on  the  south  by  Ernest  Sound,   and  on 
the  west  by  Zimovia  Strait.     On  the  north  it  is  bounded  bv  roads  which 
connect  to  the  city  of  Wrangell.     The  area  is  accessed  by  the  surrounding 
saltwater  and  by  the  Wrangell  Island  roads.     There  are  no  sites  suitable 
for  landing  wheeled  aircraft. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characcer ized  by 
moderately- diverse ,    rounded  Co  occasionally-blockv  terrain,   with  many 
mountains  reaching  elevations  of  over  2,000  feet.     The   tallest   is  almost 
3,000  feet  in  elevation.     Between  Che  mountains  are  rather  broad,  U-shaped 
vallevs  containing  several  sizable  streams.     The  mountain  ridge  on  the  east 
side  of  the  3,  r  S  3  c  ontains  numerous  small  cirque  lakes  and  short,  steep 
streams.     There  are  approximately  49  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater  which 
are- -except  for  Fools   Inlet,    Southeast  Cove,   and  the  complex  around  Thorns 
Place -- rather  regular  and  uniform.      Freshwater  lakes  cover  about  540  acres, 
alpine  covers   140  acres,   and  rock  occupies  another  100  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  area,   but  may  have 
localized,   rugged  terrain.     This  roadless  area  is  more  characteristic 
of  the  rugged,   mountainous   terrain.     There  are  no  known  areas  of 
unique  or  uncommon  plant/soils  associations  or  geologic   formations  in 
Che  area. 

(b)  VegeCation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominaces  above  2,500  feet 
elevation.     The  valley  floors  and  poorly-drained  areas  between  hills 
are  generally  covered  with  muskeg  (40  acres)   and  scrub  lodgepole 
pine.      Steeper,   more -we  11 - drained  hillsides  support  heavv  stands  of 
Sitka  spruce,   western  hemlock,    redcedar  and  Alaska- cedar .     There  are 
small  grass   flats  at  Che  head  of  Fools  InleC  and  at  Tlioms  Place. 

There  are  approximaCe ly  68,833  acres  of  foresCed  land  of  which  34.25o 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  land. 
31,177  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,760  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  varietv  of  parent 
materials,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   vv/ell-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate  Co  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic',  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  Co  che  surface  organic  layers  and  che   cop  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moisc,   someci:iies  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More -poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  foresCed  weclands   Co  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feec  elevacion,   are  mosclv 
shallow,   very  weC  organic  soils  or  are  excremely  shallow  and  rocky. 
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(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its   Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983).  These 
ratings  describe   the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  es  tuar ies . 

VCU  479   rated  as  highly  valued  for  sport  fish,   commercial   fish,  and 
es  tuar ies . 

Three  ADF&G  numbered  salmon  producing  streams  are  present.  Fools 
Creek  and  Thorns  Creek  are  substantial  producers  of  salmon.  Average 
annual  peak  escapement  of  pink  salmon  is  8,300   for  Fools  Creek  and 
4,900  for  Thorns  Creek.     Thorns  Creek  is  a  popular  sport  fishing  stream 
and  there  is  a  run  of  sockeye  salmon  which  is  used  for  subsistence 
fishing . 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:  Important  species  include  Sitka  black- tailed 
deer,  wolves,  black  bear,  pine  marten,  and  small  populations  of  brown 
bear  and  moose . 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     Three  drainages  in  the  area  (VCU's  -+77, 
479,   and  504,  which  total  23,576  acres)     were  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation   (LUD)   3   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   which  allows  road 
construction  and  timber  harvest  in  conjunction  with  protection  measures  to 
meet  other  resource  objectives.     The  other  three  drainages   (VCU's  ^7S.  4S0. 
and  505,  which  total  47,517  acres)  were  allocated  to  LUD  4  which  places 
stronger  emphasis  on  timber  management.     Blake  Channel,   Zimovia  Str.'.it:, 
Ernest  Sound  receive  moderately-heavy  use  by  commercial  and  pleasui'e 
boats.     The  shoreline  along  the  Blake  Channel   is  mostly  rocky  and  receives 
little  recreation  use.     The  areas  around  Thorns  Place  and   in  Fools  Inlet 
receive  higher  use,   especially  during  the  salmon  runs.     There  is  a  public 
recreation  cabin  on  Thorns  Lake.     There  is  some  subsistence  use  in  the  area, 
particularly  use  of  salmon  in  Thoms  Creek. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     An  access  road  and  associated 
clearcut  timber  harvest  units  practically  bisects  the  area.     The  roadless 
area  itself,   with  the  exception  of  the  cabin  at  Thoms  Lake,    the  private 
cabins  at  Thoms  Place,   and  the  powerline  near  Blake  Channel,  is 
unmodified.     The  powerline  is  well  located  to  minimize   its  visibilitv  from 
the  water  and  from  elsewhere  within  the  roadless  area.  Clearcuts 
associated  with  the  roads  are  obvious  from  some  parts  of  the  roadless  area. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (88  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)  Tvpe 
I).     Less   than  one  percent  of  the  area  appears   to  be  untouched  bv  human 
activity  (EVC  Type  II).     Six  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III, 
where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor. 
The  natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant.     One  percent  of 
the  area  is   in  EVC  Type   IV,   where  changes   in  the   landscape  are  easiLv 
noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     Thev  .ippe.u" 
to  be  disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     Five  percent   is   in  EVC 
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Tvpe  V  where  changes   in  the   landscape  are  obvious   Co  the  average  person, 
and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

Twenty- three  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type"),  32 
percent  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape  diversity  that 
is  common  for  the  character  type)  and  the  remaining  45  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C   (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences) :     Boats  plying  the  waters  of  Blake 
Channel,   Zimovia  Strait,   and  Ernest  Sound  may  be  visible  from  within  parts 
of  the  area  but  usually  are  not  intrusive.     It  is  possible   to  see  clearcuts 
and  hear  automobiles  on  the  roads  from  some  locations  within  this  roadless 
area . 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Thoms  Lake,  Thorns 
Creek,   and  Thoms  Place  are  all  attractions,   especially  during  the  salmon 
run.     Thoms  Place  and  Thoms  Lake  were  selected  by  the  State.     Thoms  Place 
is  now  a  State  Marine  Park.     The  area  contains  27  inventoried  recreation 
places  totaling  22,399  acres.     There  are  no  improved  trails   in  the  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     The  area  is  generally 
well  defined  by  saltwater  on  the  west  and  south.     The  northern  boundary 
along  the  roads  is  not  well  defined  and  the  powerline  along  the  eastern  and 
northeastern  part  of  the  area  would  either  have  to  be   included  or  will  for;n 
a  very  poor  boundary.     Feasibility  of  managing  the  southeastern  portion  of 
this  area  in  a  roadless  condition  is  moderately  high,   but   is  verv   low  in 
the  rest  of  the  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  nearly  bisected  by  a  land  access  road, 
almost  isolating  the  northwestern  portion.     A  138  KV  powerline  crosses  the 
eastern  and  northeastern  edges  of  the  area. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  good  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area,   especially  after  one  has  gone  a  short  distance  from  the 
roads.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low  except  around  Thoms  Lake,  .it 
streams  and  lakes  near  the  roads,   and  occasionally  at  the  mouths  of  some 
screams.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling  inland   is   likely  to  see 
others  only  occasionally. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive  non-motorized  opportunity: 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi-Primicive  MoCorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


45,536 
18,857 
2,360 
4,420 


The  area  contains  27  recreation  places. 
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ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   Plj\CES       TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPNM  2  9,181  -2,843 

SPM  11  7,118  4,379 

RN  6  1,320  4,855 

RM  8  4,400  5.020 

There  are  two  recreation  cabins  in  the  area,   both  on  State  land.     There  is 
a  picnic  area  and  trail  at  Long  Lake.     The  character  of  the  landfoniis 
generally  allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of 
human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat  from  the  community  of 
Wrangell  in  less  than  two  hours,   and  from  Ketchikan  in  approximate Iv  seven 
hours.     Access  on  land  is  by  road  from  the  city  of  Wrangell.     Travel  within 
the  area  is  not  especially  challenging,   requiring  only  moderate  woods 
skills  and  experience.     The  presence  of  both  black  and  brown  bears, 
especially  around  salmon  screams  in  the  fall,   does  present  a  degree  of 
challenge  and  a  need  for  caution. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities  to  observe  and  study  historic  and  prehistoric  cultural 
features  along  Ziraovia  Strait.     The  area's  accessibility  by  road  makes  it 
attractive  for  many  recreation  opportunities. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  a  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  additional 
outfitte'r  and  guide  permits  and  for  developed  trails  and  additional 
cabins  or  shelters.     Because  of  the  area's  accessibility   from   the  city 
of  Wrangell,    there   is  also  potential  for  use  of  off-road  vehicles  and 
snowmobiles . 


(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  in  this  area. 
Fish  enhancement  projects  continue  to  surface,   however  none  are 
planned  at  this  time. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   moose  and  winter  range  habitat  improvement 
projects  are  planned  in  the  area.     These  projects  typicallv  consist  ot 
browse  enhancement   involving  seeding,   planting,   and  releasing. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  22,697  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  1,740  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  20,717  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 
Some  areas  are  highly  prone  to  strong  winds  which  blow  down  standing 
timber  left  exposed  by  cutting  adjacent  stands. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     A  138  KV  powerline  under  special  use 
permit  crosses  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the  area.     There   is  a  radio 
repeater  located  on  a  mountaintop  between  Fools   Inlet  and  Blake 
Channel,   and  a  lighthouse  withdrawal  near  Blake   Island.     The  State  has 
selected  lands  around  Thoms  Lake  and  Thorns  Place.     The  Sealask.i  N'.it  Lvo 
Corporation  has  selected  several  small  historic  sites  along  the  co.ist. 
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(f)  Minerals:  The  area  generally  has  a  low  minerals  rating  and  there 
are  no  known  current  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas,   and  has  not  been  identified   for  any 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this   roadless  area   is  1-.  i^h. 
as  roads  could  be  extended  from  the  existing  system  and  the  area  could 
be  logged  without  constructing  a  camp  or  additional   log  transfer 
facilities . 

(b)  The  area  is  readily  accessible  by  sheltered  waters  and  by  road 
from  the  city  of  Wrangell.     With  this  good  access  potential,    there  is 
higher  potential  for  recreation  opportunities,   both  dispersed  and 
developed.     Maintenance  of  the  area  or  parts   thereof  in  a  roadless 
condition,   enhances  primitive  recreation  opportunities  for  those 
residents  of  the  city  of  Wrangell  without  boats.      It  also  enhances  the 
opportunities  for  residents  of  Thorns  Place  to  maintain  their  current 
lifestyles.     Opportuni'ties  for  wildlife,   such  as  wolves,   bears,  and 
moose,   to  move  freely  through  the  area  are  also  maintained. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     Several  Native   land  selections  have  occurred 
adjacent  to  this  roadless  area.     Venus  Cove   (3,565  acres'),   Thorns  Lake 
(1,760  acres),   and  Thoms  Place   (2,525  acres)  have  all  been  selected  by 
the  State. 

d.     Relationship  to  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     There  are  two  other 
smaller  roadless  areas  on  Wrangell  Island,   separated  from  South  Wrangell 
Roadless  Area  by  roads.     Additional  roadless  areas  are  located  nearbv, 
across  narrow  saltwater  channels,   on  Etolin  Island  and  on  the  mainland. 
The  nearest  Wilderness  is  the  Stikine-LeConte ,   approximately  twenty- five 
miles   to  the  north.     The  area  currently  receives   light  to  moderate  use 
inland,   away  from  saltwater  or  road  access. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop 
Petersburg  (Pop 
Wrangell  (Pop 
Ketchikan  (Pop 


23 , 729) 
4,040) 
2 , 836) 

12.705) 


150 
50 
20 
60 


200 
80 
30 
75 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C-167 


Wrangell  is   the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway 


(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"   area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Some  residents  and  landholders  of  Tlioms 
Place  have  expressed  the  desire  to  have   the   immediate  area  around 
Thorns  Place  remain  roadless  and  undeveloped  to  maintain  the  current 
environment.     There  has  been  interest  by  some   residents  of  Iv'rangeil  in 
developing  additional  roads  in  the  area  to  facilitate  additional 
logging  and  roaded  recreation  opportunities. 

e .     EnvironmenCal  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  Lj\TER  i 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Woronkofski   (231)  ACRES   (GROSS):     9,773  ACRES   (NFS):  9,773 

GEOZONE:  S14 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  ElARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating        I  Comments 

Woronkofski        461*  12 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     The  island  was  apparently  used  by  several  groups  of  the 
Stikine  Tlingit  as  a  hunting  and  fishing  area.     They  harvested  deer, 
salmon,   clams,    seaweed,   cockles  and  mussels.     Evidently  there  were  Tlingi 
fort  sites  on  the  northern  and  southern  ends  of  the   island.     Several  gold 
mine  claims  were  made  in  1900  in  a  cove  near  Elephants  Nose,   a  local 
feature. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is   located  on  Woronkofski   Island,  and 
is  bounded  by  Stikine  Strait  on  the  west,   Zimovia  Strait  on  the  east. 
Sumner  Strait  to  the  north,   and  Chichagof  Pass  to  the  south.     The  citv  of 
Wrangell  lies  five  miles  to  the  northeast,   and  is  served  by  the  .Alaska 
Marine  Highway  and  jet  service.     There  are  no  sites  suitable   for  landing 
wheeled  aircraft.     A  small  road  system  and  log  transfer  facilitv  exist  on 
the   island.     The   island  is  accessible  from  saltwater  by  boat,   and  several 
moorage  sites  exist. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  by 
steeply  rising  mountains  reaching  elevations  of  over  2,000  feet.  The 
tallest  is  over  3,000  feet  in  elevation.     Also  included  in  this  area  is 
about  220  acres  in  alpine.     Two  drainages  which  originate  in  glacial 
cirques  flow  to  the  north.     Freshwater  lakes  make  up  about  120  acres. 
There  are  approximately  nine  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater  within  the 
roadless  area. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is   in  the  Central   Interior  Islands 
Geographic   Province.     This  province   is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling,    subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas,   but  may  have 
localized,   rugged  terrain. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above  2,500  feet 
elevation.     The  vallev  floors  and  poorly- drained  areas  between  hills 
are  generally  covered  with  muskeg  and  scrub  lodgepole  pine.  Steeper, 
more -well -drained  hillsides  support  heavy  stands  of  Sitka  spruce, 
western  hemlock,    redcedar  and  Alaska-cedar. 

There  are  approximately  9,092  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  5,027 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
4,266  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  581  acres  are  riparian  old 
growth . 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
raoderately-well -drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wet. 
but  are  never  drv. 

More  -  poor  ly- dra  ined  soils  developed^n  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range   from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  ot 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  es tuar ies . 


The  one  VCU ,   461,    is  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:  Important  species  include  Sitka  black- tailed 
deer  and  black  bear. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     The  entire   island,   whicli   includes  tlie 
roadless  area,   was  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation   (LUD)    3   in  the  Toni;,.iss 
Land  Management  Plan,   which  allows  road  construction  and  timber  harvest  in 
conjunction  with  strong  protection  measures   to  meet  other  resource 
objectives.     The  north  and  east  sides  of  the   island  have  been   logged  and 
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partially  roaded,   and  a  narrow  strip  on  the  west  side  has  also  been 
harvested.     The  saltwater  bodies  surrounding  the   island  receive 
moderately-heavy  use  by  comniercial  and  plea'sure  boats.     The  shoreline 
receives  moderate  recreation  use.     Some  recreation  use  occurs  on  the  road 
svstem,   generally  from  residents  of  Wrangell  who  sometimes   transport  small 
motorcycles  and  all-terrain  vehicles.'   There   is  some  subsistence  use   in  the 
area . 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  roadless  area  itself,  is 
unmodified.      It   is   surrounded  on  three  sides  by  clearcut  harvest  areas, 
which  also  penetrate   the  drainages   toward  the   interior  of  the   island.  .-\ 
person  in  a  boat  approaching  the  roadless  area  would  see  a  combination  of 
managed  and  natural  scenerv. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (85  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)  Type 
I).     Two  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III,   where  changes  in 
the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor.     The  natural 
appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant.     Two  percent  of  the  area  is 
in  EVC  Type  IV,   where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the 
average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     They  appear  to  be 
disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     Eleven  percent  is  in  EVC 
Type  V  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person, 
and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

About  22  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique   for  the  character  tvpe^i,  and 
73  percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversitv 
that  is  common  for  the  character  type) .  # 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):  Boats  plying  the  adjacent 
saltwaters  may  be  visible  from  within  parts  of  the  area,  but  usuallv  are 
not  intrusive.  It  is  possible  to  see  clearcuts  and  roads  from  some 
locations  within  this  roadless  area.  Sights  and  sounds  from  the  town  of 
Wrangell  are  also  apparent  from  some  locations  within  the  roadless  area. 
The  Alaska  Marine  Highway  passes  within  one-half  mile  along  the  west  .md 
north  sides  of  the  roadless  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Elephants  Nose   is  a 
prominent  rocky  feature  on  the  north  end  of  the  island  at  the  edge  of  the 
roadless  area.     Sunrise  Lake  is  one  of  three  small  subalpine  lakes. 
Fishing  is  popular  off  the  northern  portion  of  the  island.     The  area 
contains  nine  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  9,613  acres.  There 
are  no  improved  trails  in  the  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     The  area  is  generally 
defined  by  saltwater  on  the  west,   east,   and  south,   however  harvest 
activities  have  occurred  in  several  places  from  the  beach  along  these 
boundaries.     Roads  and  cutting  units  which  follow  a  drainage  penecratint; 
the   roadless  area  define   the  northern  boundary.      Feasibility  of  managing 
the  southern  portion  of  this  area  in  a  roadless  condition   is  modetacoLv 
high,   but  maintaining  the  rest  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  would  bi^ 
difficult . 
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(2)  Natural  Integrity:     Timber  harvest  activities  are  evident  along  parts 
of  the  southern,   eastern,   and  western  portions  of  the  island,   and  dominate 
the  northern  portion  of  the  area.     The  remaining  core  of  the  island  is  the 
roadless  area,   but  timber  harvest  and  roads  which  follow  one  of  the 
drainages,   penetrate   this  core.      In  other  portions  of  this   roadless  area, 
natural  integrity  is  high. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  good  opportunity  for  solicude 
within  the  area,   especially  after  one  has  gone  a  short  distance   from  the 
roads.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low  except  at   Che  mouths  of  some 
streams.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling  inland  is   likely  to  only 
occasionally  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi - primi tive  motorized  recreation  opportunity: 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Semi-Primitive  Non-iMotorised  (SPNM)  3,154 
Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  6,389 
Roaded  Modified  (RM)  60 

The  area  contains  nine  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPNM  1  3,164  .  314 

SPM  5  6.389  891 

RM  3  60  25 

The  character  of  the  area  generally  allows   the  visitor  to   feel   remote  from 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat 
from  the  community  of  Urangell  in  less   than  one -half  hour,   and  from 
Ketchikan  in  approximately  seven  hours.     Visitors  from  Wrangell  sometimes 
bring  motorcycles  or  small  all- terrain  vehicles  by  boat  to  the  road  svsteiii. 
and  then  access  portions  of  the  roadless  area  by  foot.     Travel  within  the 
area  is  not  especially  challenging,   requiring  only  moderate  woods  skills 
and  experience.     The  presence  of  black  bears,   especially  around  salmon 
streams   in  the   fall,   does  present  a  degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for 
caution . 

(5)  Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,  Cultural): 
Elephants  Nose  is  a  prominent  rocky  feature  on  the  northern  end  of  the 
is  land . 

c.     Availability  for  Management  a  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     There   is  potential   for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits,   developed  trails,   and  cabins  or 
shelters.     Because  of  the  areas  access ib i 1 i tv  from. the  citv  of 
Wrangell,    there  is  also  potential  for  use  of  off-road  vehicles  jud 
snowmobiles . 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  are 
identified  for  this  area  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  amended 
Winter  1985-86. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned  in  the 
area.     These  projects  typically  consist  of  thinning  and  planting. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  3,545  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  381  acres  of  riparinn 
old  growth,   and  3,084  acres  of  non- riparian  old  growth.     Some  areas 
are  highly  prone   to  strong  winds  which  blow  down  standing  timber  left 
exposed  by  cutting  adjacent  stands. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     No  special  uses  are  authorized  in  this 
area.     Two  lighthouse  reservations  exist. 

(f)  Minerals:  The  area  generally  has  a  low  minerals  rating  and  there 
are  no  known  current  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  does  not  contain  any 
inventoried  potential  Research  Natural  Areas,   and  has  not  been 
identified  for  any  other  scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is  high, 
as  roads  could  be  extended  from  the  existing  system  and  much  of  the 
area  could  be   logged  without  constructing  a  camp  or  additional  log 
transfer  facilities. 

(b)  The  area  is  readily  accessible  by  sheltered  waters  from  the  citv 
of  Wrangell.     Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  residents  of  the  city  of  Wrangell  to  have  a  semi- 
primitive  recreation  experience.     It  also  maintains  opportunities  for 
wildlife  to  move  freely  through  the  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  System  lands. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Only  one  roadless  area 
lies  adjacent  to  the  Woronkofski  Roadless  Area.     This  is  the  North  Ecolin 
Island  Roadless  Area,    located  to  the  south.       Additional  roadless  areas  are 
located  nearby,   across  narrow  saltwater  channels,   on  Etolin  Island  and  on 
Wrangell  Island.     The  nearest  Wilderness   is   the  S t ikine - LeCon te , 
approximately  twenty  miles  to  the  north.     The  area  currently  receiws  li^j.hr 
use   inland,   away  from  saltwater  or  road  access. 
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(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  145  165 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  32  42 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,336)  5  5 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  78  90 


'.vrangell   is   the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  .Marine  Highway. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives, 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  of  the  area  use  is  by  residents  of 
Wrangell  for  recreation  purposes.     There  has  been  no  formal  support 
for  or  opposition  to  maintaining  this  area  in  a  roadless  condition. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     North  Ecolin  (232)  ACRES  (GROSS):     46,887  ACRES  (NFS):  46,887 

GEOZONE:  S06 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  25 


a.  Description 


(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Chichagof  462  19 

Kunk  463  24 

Anita  464*  23 

Quiet  465*  21 

Mosman  467*  26 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 


(2)  History:     North  Etolin  Island  was  claimed  by  the  Tansaqwedi  and  Xokedi 
clans  of  the  Stikine  Tlingit.     Their  use   is  evidenced  by  the   remains  of 
villages,    fish  camps,    fort  sites,   petroglyphs,   and  fish  weirs.  Historic 
uses  included  hunting,    trapping,   and  commercial  fishing. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  north  end  of  Etolin 
Island  and  is  bounded  by  Stikine  Strait  on  the  northwest,   Zimovia  Strait  on 
the  east,   and  Anita  Bay  to  the  south.     The  city  of  Wrangell  lies  10  miles 
to  the  north,   and  is  served  by  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  and  jet  service. 
There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft.     .A  small  road 
system  and  Log  Transfer  Facility  exist  on  the  island  immediately  soucli  of 
the   roadless  area.     The   island  is  accessible  from  saltwater  by  boat,  and 
good  moorage  sites  exist. 


\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  -area  is  generally  characterized  by 
sceeply- rising  mountains  reaching  elevations  of  over  3,000  feet.  The 
tallest   in  this  area  is  over  3,900  feet.     Alpine  covers  2,143  acres  and 
rock  another  S41  acres.     There   is  much  landform  variety.     Mountains  less 
than  3,500   feet   in  elevation  were  overridden  by  glaciers   in  the  past  and 
have   rounded,   hummocky  summits,   knobs,   and  ridges.     Higher  mountains  are 
sometimes  sharp  crested.     Two  drainages   flow  to  the  north,   and  a  major 
drainage  flows   to   the  south  through  the  roadless  area.     Kunk  Lake  and 
several  small  lakes  exist  between  the  mountain  peaks,    and  account   for  541 
acres.     There  are  36  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is   in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskegs,   but  may  have 
localized  rugged  terrain. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above  2,500  feet 
elevation.     The  valley  floors  and  poor ly- drained  areas  between  hills 
are  generally  covered  with  muskeg  (160  acres),   and  scrub  lodgepole 
pine.     Steeper,   more -well - drained  hillsides  support  heavy  stands  of 
Sitka  spruce,  western  hemlock,   redcedar  and  Alaska-cedar. 

There  are  approximately  41,741  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  23,317 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  land, 
20,113  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,664  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth.  " 

(c)  Soils:     Soils   in  this  area  are   formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.      In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet. 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rocky. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983).  These 
ratings  describe   the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  es tuar ies . 

One  VCU ,  463,  is  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish.  VCU  4o7  is  ratotl 
as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish. 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Important  specie-s   include  Sitka  black- tailed 
deer,   black  bear,   and  elk.     Elk  were   introduced  to  the   island  in  1936 
as  a  cooperative  effort  to  establish  elk  in  Southeast  Alaska. 
Subsequent  elk  transplants  have  occurred  and  are  planned.     Survival  so 
far  has  been  described  as  marginal. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  northern  and  western  portions  of  tlie 
roadless  area,    24.381  acres,   were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation   i.LUD^  2 
in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   which  allows   road  construction  and 
timber  harvest  in  conjunction  with  strong  protection  measures   Co  meet  ocb.er 
resource  objectives.     The  southern  and  eastern  portions,   22,327  acres,  were 
allocated  to  LUD  4,  which  provides  for  intensive  resource  use  and 
development.     The  area  south  of  the  roadless  area  has  been  logged  and 
partially  roaded,   and  a  small  area  on  the  northeast  side  has  also  been 
harvested.     The  saltwater  bodies  surrounding  the  island  receive  moderately 
heavy  use  by  commercial  and  pleasure  boats.     A  one  and  one- third  mile  trail 
exists  to  Kunk  Lake  and  receives  light  recreation  use.     There  is 
subsistence  use  in  the  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  roadless  area  itself  is 
unmodified.     It  is  bounded  on  one  side  by  clearcut  harvest  areas.     A  person 
in  a  boat  approaching  the  roadless  area  would  see  natural  scenery. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (92  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC) 
Type  I).     Two  percent  of  the  area  is  in  EVC  Type  IV,  where  changes   in  the 
landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  person  and  mav  attract  some 
attention.     They  appear  to  be  disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns. 
Six  percent  is  in  EVC  Type  V  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  obvious  to 
the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

About  45  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type),  -45 
percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that 
is  common  for  the  character  type)  and  the  remaining  10  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity)  . 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Boats  plying  the  adjacent 
saltwaters  may  be  visible  from  within  parts  of  the  area,   but  usually  .ii'e 
not  intrusive.     It  is  possible  to  see  ciearcuts  and  roads  from  some 
southern  locations  within  this  roadless  area.     Sights  and  sounds   from  the 
town  of  Wrangell  may  be  apparent  from  some  locations,   especially  with 
development  of  private  land  across  from  Ziraovia  Strait.     The  .Alaska  .Marine 
Highway  passes  within  one-half  mile  along  the  west  side  of  the  roadless 
area . 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  landform  variety, 
including  subalpine  peaks,   stream  drainages,   and  lakes,    is  an  atcraccion 
is   the  presence  of  elk.     Kunk  Lake   is  a  popular  recreation  ties  t  in.;  c  ion 
accessible  by  trail.     The  area  contains   11   inventoried  recreation  pi. ices 
totaling  21,209  acres. 
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b.     Capability  of  ManagemenC  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     The  area  is  well 
defined  bv  saltwater  on  the  west,   east,   and  north,   however  a  small 
beach-logged  area  exists  on  the  northeast  side.     The  southern  boundary  is 
defined  by  flat  land  running  east  to  west,   which  contains  roads  and  cutting 
units.     Feasibility  of  managing  the  southern  portion  of  this  area   in  a 
roadless  condition  is  moderate,   and  is  high  for  the   rest  of  the  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     Timber  harvest  activities  dominate   the  southern 
boundary  of  the  area.     A  small  beach-logged  area  on  the  northwest  portion 
has  regrown.     Within  the  roadless  area,   the  natural  integrity  is 
unmodified,   except  for  the  trail  to  Kunk  Lake. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  good  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low  except  at  the 
mouths  of  some  streams  and  along  the  Kunk  Lake  Trail.     Generally,    a  person 
camped  or  traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others.     Low-flying  aircraft 
may,   at  times,   pass  over  the  roadless  area,   and  the  State   ferry  and  boaters 
may  pass  next  to  the  roadless  area,   but  all  are  generally  non- intrus ive . 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi-primitive  motorized  and  non-motorized,   as  well  as  primitive, 
recreation  opportunities: 


ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  (?)  15,799 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  15,239 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  14,508 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  1,342 

The  area  contains  11  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

P  2  13,136  2,317 

SPNM  8  7.052  3,300 

SPM  1  1,021  200 

The  character  of  the  area  generally  allows   the  visitor  to   feel  remote  from 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat 
from  the  community  of  Wrangell  in  less  than  one  hour,   and  from  Ketchikan  in 
approximately  seven  hours.     Travel  within  the  area  is  challenging, 
requiring  a  high  degree  of  woods  skills  and  experience.     The  presence  of 
black  bears,   especially  around  salmon  streams  in  the  fall,   presents  a 
degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for  caution.     The  Kunk  Lake  Trail  provides 
access  to  a  portion  of  the  interior  of  this  roadless  area,   and  to  a  remote 
lake  basin. 


(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific.   Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities   to  observe  a  variety  of  ecological  and  landform  sottinr.s. 
The  Kunk  Lake  Trail  provides  recreational  opportunities.     Elk  were 
transpl  anted  on  the   island  and  are  not  native   to  Alaska. 
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c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits,   developed  trails,   and  cabins  or 
shelters.      If  the  elk  population  grows,   a  harvest  may  occur  at  some 
point  in  the  future. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  amended  U'lnter 
1985-86  does  not  identify  any  specific  fish  habitat  enhancement 

proj  ec  ts . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   deer  range  habitat  improvement  projects  are 
planned  in  the  area.     Elk  projects  may  be  proposed  in  the  future. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  17,188  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  2,003  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  14,885  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 
Some  areas  are  highly  prone  to  strong  winds  which  blow  down  standing 
timber  left  exposed  when  adjacent  stands  are  cut. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  Their  are  no  special  use  authorizations 
in  this  area. 

(f)  Minerals:  The  area  generally  has  a  low  minerals  rating  and  there 
are  no  known  current  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas.     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
for  any  other  scientific  value. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
moderate,   as  roads  could  be  extended  from  the  existing  svsteiii  and  much 
of  the  area  could  be  logged  without  constructing  a  camp  or  addicionaL 
log  transfer  facilities. 

(b)  The  area  is  readily  accessible  by  sheltered  waters  from  the  city 
of  Wrangell.     Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  visitors  to  and  residents  of  the  city  of  Wrangell  to 
have  a  semi-primitive  recreation  experience.     It  also  maintains 
opportunities  for  wildlife  to  move  freely  through  the  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Soutlieast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     Entirely  National  Forest  Systems  land. 
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Relations'hip  to  coomiunities  and  other  roadless  and  Wilderness  areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     There  are   two  other 
roadless  areas  on  Etolin  Island.     Additional  roadless  areas  are  located 
nearby,   across  narrow  saltwater  channels,   on  Woronkofski  Island  and  on 
Wrangell  Island.     The  nearest  Wilderness   is- the  S tikine - LeConte , 
approximate Iv  twenty  miles   to  the  north.     The  area  currently  receives  ligh 
use   inland,   away  from  saltwater  or  road  access. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility);  .Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles         WateT  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23.729)  160  175 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  32  42 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  5  5 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  78  94 

Wrangell  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiative 
to  date  . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     The  area  is  primarily  used  for 
recreational  purposes  by  the  citizens  of  Wrangell.     There  has  been  no 
formal  support  for  or  opposition  to  maintaining  this  area  in  a 
roadless  condition.     There  has  been  general  support   for   the  elk 
transplant  program  on  the  island. 

Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Mosman     (233)  ACRES  (GROSS):     57,974  ACRES  (NFS):  57,974 

GEOZONE:  S06 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  24 


Description 


(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

ine  Comments 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS 

Anita 

464* 

23 

Quiet 

465* 

21 

Steamer 

466 

25 

Mosman 

467* 

26 

Burnett 

468* 

24 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     This  area  was  claimed  by  several  Stikine  Tlingit  clans 
during  prehistoric  times.     Evidence  includes  the  remains  ot  villages,  fish 
camps,   fish  weirs,   petroglvphs,   and  bark- stripped  trees.     Evidence  of 
historic  use  includes  fox  farms,    trapping  cabins,  homesteads,   canneries  and 
temporary  camps. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  in  the  middle  of  Ecolin 
Island.     It  is  bounded  by  Clarence  Strait  on  the  west,    the  South  Etolin 
Roadless  Area  on  the  south  and  east,   and  an  area  of  roads  and  harvest  unics 
to  the  north.     The  city  of  Wrangell  lies  22  miles  to  the  north,   and  is 
served  by  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  and  jet  service.     There  are  no  sices 
suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft.     A  small  road  system  and  log 
transfer  facility  exist  on  the  island  immediately  north  of  the  roadless 
area.     The  island  is  accessible  from  saltwater  by  boat,   and  good  moorage 
sites  exist. 


\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  Che 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  usctl  to 
rate  the  wildeimess  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  by  a 
series  of  mountains  oriented  nearly  in  a  north-south  alignment,  separated 
bv  the  long,   narrow  waterways  of  Mosman  and  Burnett  Bays.     There   is  much 
landform  variety  as  some  of  the  mountains  are  gentle,   while  others,    such  as 
the  Keating  Range,   rise  steeply.     Alpine  covers  1 , S42  acres,   and  rock  1,602 
acres.     The  highest  peaks  attain  elevations  of  about  3,000  feet.  Numerous 
short  streams  drain  the  area.     Several  lakes  e:<ist  in  the  area,    the  major 
ones  being  Streets  Lake   to  the  west,   and  Navy  and  Burnett  Lakes  on   the  east 
side  of  the  roadless  area.     These  lakes  cover  about  661  acres.  Small 
islands  make  up  another  1,743  acres.     There  is  104  miles  of  shoreline  on 
sal twater . 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is   in  the  Central   Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas,   but  may  have 
localized,   rugged  terrain.     This  roadless  area  displays  a  great  deal 
of  landform  variety. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above  2,500   feet  in 
elevation.     A  few  poor ly - drained  areas  between  hills   (20  acres)  are 
generally  covered  with  muskeg  and  scrub  lodgepole  pine.  Steeper, 
more-well-drained  hillsides  support  heavy  stands  of  Sitka  spruce, 
western  hemlock,    redcedar  and  Alaska-cedar. 

There  are  approximately  52,806  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  2S,':''60 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
24,550  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,367  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

I 

(c)  Soils:     Soils   in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.      In  general,   well-  or 
moderately- we  11 - drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is   largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic   layers  and  the   top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More  -  poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  aro^is 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  tlie 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (I9S3').  These 
ratings  describe   the  value  of  VCU '  s   for  sport   fish,   coiiime  rc  ia  I  tish 
and  estuaries . 
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One  VCU ,   466,    is   rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish.     VCU's  476  and 
468  are  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Important  species   include  Sitka  black-tailed 
deer,   black  bear,   and  elk.     The  elk  were  introduced  on  the   island  in 
1986  as  a  cooperative  project. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contain,s  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  majority  of  the   roadless  area,    5  5,OOS 
acres,   was  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3   in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan,   which  allows  road  construction  and  timber  harvest  in 
conjunction  with  strong  protection  measures  to  meet  other  resource 
objectives.     A  small  portion  in  the  northeast  portion,   1,702  acres,  was 
allocated  to  LUD  4,  which  provides  for  intensive  resource  use  and 
development.     The  area  north  of  the  roadless  area  has  been  logged  and 
partially  roaded.     The  saltwater  bodies  surrounding  the  island  receive 
moderately-heavy  use  by  commercial  and  pleasure  boats.     The  shoreline  and 
bays  receive  light  recreation  use.     Steamer  Bay  Cabin  is  located  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  roadless  area.     There  is  subsistence  use  in  the 
area.     Other  facilities  exist  within  or  immediately  adjacent  to  this  area 
and  include  a  fish  hatchery,   oyster  farm,   electronic  sites,   shelter  cabin. 

a  fish  pass,   a  research  cabin  and  a  fish  weir. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  roadless  area  is  unmodified, 
except  for  the  recreation  cabin  and  other  improvements  mentioned  above.  Ic 
is  bounded  inland  on  one  side  by  clearcut  harvest  areas.     A  person   in  a 
boat  approaching  the  roadless  area  would  see  natural  scenerv. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (93  percent)    is  natural  appearing,  wb,ei-o 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVO 
Type  I).     Less  than  one  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Tvpe  III, 
where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor. 
The  natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant.     Less  than  one 
percent  of  the  area  is  in  EVC  Type  IV,  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are 
easily  noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.  Thev 
appear  to  be  disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     Six  percent   is  in 
EVC  Type  V  where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  obvious   to   the  average 
person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

About  31  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type"),  53 
percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that 
is  common  for  the  character  type)  and  the  remaining  14  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     Boats  plying  the  adjacent 
saltwaters  may  be  visible  from  within  parts  of  the  area  but  usuallv  are  not 
intrusive.      It   is  possible   to  see  clearcuts  and  roads   from  some  northern 
locations  within  this  roadless  area.     The  Alaska  Marine  Highwav  passos 
within  two  miles  along  the  west  side  of  the  roadless  area. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  landform  variety, 
including  subalpine  peaks,   stream  drainages,   and  lakes,    is  an  attraction. 
The  bavs  provide  sheltered  moorages  and  a  sense  of  remoteness.     The  elk 
population   is  unique  to  Alaska.     The  area  contains   16  inventoried 
■recreation  places   totaling  17,824  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  well 
defined  by  saltwater  on  the  west,   and  south.     The  northern  boundary  is 
defined  by  flat  land  running  east  to  west,   which  contains  roads  and  cuttip. 
units.     The  eastern  boundary  is  defined  by  the  drainage  break  of  the 
mountains,   which  separates   this  area  from  the  South  Etolin  Roadless  .Area. 
Feasibility  of  managing  the  northern  portion  of  this  area  in  a  roadless 
condition  is  moderate,   and  is  high  in  the  rest  of  the  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     Timber  harvest  activities  dominate  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  area.       Within  the  roadless  area,    the  natural  integrity  is 
unmodified,   except  for  the  recreation  cabin  and  facilities  mentioned. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  good  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area  away  from  improvements  and  facilities.     Present  recreation 
use  levels  are  low  except  at  the  mouths  of  some  streams  and  at  the  Steamer 
Bay  Cabin.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling  inland  is  unlikelv  to 
see  others.     Low-flying  aircraft  may,   at  times,   pass  over,   and  the  State 
ferry  and  boaters  may  pass  next  to  the  roadless  area,   but  all  are  general! 
non- intrus ive . 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  priiiia'rllv 
semi -primitive  motorized  and  non-motorized  recreation  opportunities: 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  (P)  7,047 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  24,982 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  23,322 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  2.623 

The  area  contains  16  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

P  1  20  2 

SPNM  1  20  3 

SPM  12  14,461  7,904 

RM  2  440  1,040 

The  character  of  the  area  generally  allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote  from 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  bv  boat 
from  the  community  of  Wrangell  in  one  to  two  hours,   and  from  Ketchikan  in 
approximately  seven  hours.     Travel  within  the  area  is  challenging, 
requiring  a  high  degree  of  woods  skills  and  experience.     The  presence  ot 
black  bears,   espec ial ly . around  salmon  streams   in  the   fall,   presents  a 
degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for  caution.     The  long  bavs  penetrate  the 
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area  and  provide  access   Co  portions  of  the   interior,   as  well  as  protect 
users   from  the  open  waters  and  traffic  of  Clarence  Strait. 

(5)  Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 

are  opportunities   to  observe  a  variety  of  ecological  and  landform  settings. 

The  Steamer  Bay  Cabin  facilitates  recreation  activities   in  the  area.  Elk 

are  also  a  unique  attraction. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There   is  potential   for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits,   developed  trails,   and  cabins  or 
shelters.     Elk  hunting  may  be  possible  at  some  point  in  the  future. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Flan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  does  not  identify  any  specific  fish  habitat  enhancement 
projects  for  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   deer  range  habitat  improvement  projects  are 
planned  in  the  area.     Elk  projects  may  surface  in  the  future. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  21,564  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  2,205  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  18,157  acres  .of  non-riparian  old  growth. 
Some  areas  are  highly  prone  to  strong  winds  which  blow  down  standing 
timber  left  expensed  when  adjacent  stands  are  cut. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  five  special  use 
authorizations,   and  lighthouse  reservations. 

(f)  Minerals:  The  area  generally  has  a  low  minerals  rating  and  ttiere 
are  no  known  current  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  anv 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
moderate,   as  roads  could  be  extended  from  the  existing  system  and  much 
of  the  area  could  be  logged  without  constructing  a  camp  or  additional 
log  transfer  facilities. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  visitors  to  and  residents  of  the  city  of  Wrangell  to 
have  a  semi -primitive  recreation  experience.     It  also  maintains 
opportunities  for  wildlife  to  move  freely  through  the  area,   and  could 
compliment  management  of  the  adjacent   roadless  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 
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(d)  InsecCs  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  Co  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     Entirely  National  Forest  System  land. 

d.  Relationship   to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  only  roadless  area 
adjacent   is  South  Etolin  which  is   located  to   the  south.     The  North  EtoLin 
Roadless  Area,    located  to  the  north,    is  separated  from  the  Mosman  Roadless 
Area  by  a  valley  and  roaded  area.     Additional  roadless  areas  are  located 
nearby,   across  narrow  saltwater  channels,   and  include  Kashavarof  and  South 
Zarembo .     The  nearest  Wilderness  is  the  S tikine - LeConte ,  approximately 
twenty- five  miles  to  the  north.     The  area  currently  receives  light  use 
inland,   away  from  saltwater  or  road  access. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Comniunity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  170  185 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4.040)  44  60 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,835)  22  30 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  63  84 

Wrangell   is   the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date,  but  is  adjacent  to  one.   South  Etolin. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     The  area  is  primarilv  used  for 
recreational  purposes  by  the  citizens  of  Wrangell.     There  has  been  no 
formal  support  for  or  opposition  to  maintaining  this  area  in  a 
roadless  condition.     The  elk  transplants  have  generallv  been 
supported . 

e .  Environniental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:  South  Etolin  (234)  ACRES  (GROSS):  113,031  ACRES  (NFS):  113,031 
GEOZONE:  S06 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  27 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Anita 

464* 

23 

Olive 

469* 

22 

Zimovia 

470* 

20 

Menef ee 

471 

23 

McHenry 

472 

27 

0ns  low 

473 

26 

Canoe 

474 

20 

---The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     The  area  was   inhabited  bv  several  clans  of  the  Scikiiie 
Tlingit.     Evidence  of  their  use  includes  several  village  sites  and  luiiiie uoiis 
fort  sites,   temporary  camps,   fish  weirs,   petroglyphs  and  bark - s tr Ipped 
trees.     Historic  use  of  this  area  was  also  considerable  and  is  repi^esented 
by  the  remains  of  the  first  salmon  hatchery  in  Alaska  as  well  as  salteries. 
canneries,   fox  farms,   trapping  cabins,   and  other  temporary  camps. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  encompasses   the  southern  end  of  Etolin 
Island.      It  is  bounded  by  Clarence  Strait  on  the  west,    the  Mosman  Roadless 
Area  to  the  north,   and  Ernest  Sound  to  the  south  and  east.     The  citv  of 
Wrangell  lies  22  miles  to  the  north,   and  is  served  by  the  Alaska  Marine 
Highway  and  jet  service.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled 
aircraft.     A  small  road  system  and  log  transfer  facility  exist  on  the 
island  immediately  north  of  the  roadless  area.     The   island  is  accessible 
from  saltwater  by  boat,   and  there  are  good  moorage  sites. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in   the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  by  a 
series  of  rugged  mouncains,   subalpine  ridges,   and  glacial  cirque  lakes. 
Several  of  the  mounCains  rise  to  over  3,700  feet,   with  the  mountains  on  the 
southern  end  of  this  area  being  slightly  gentler  and  rising  to  2,000  feet. 
Alpine  accounts  for  3,099  acres  and  rock  for  4,260  acres.     There   is  much 
•landform  variety  as  some  of  the  mountains  are  gentle,   while  others  rise 
steeply.     Numerous  short  streams  drain  the  area,  with  several  longer 
screams  draining  the  southern  portion.     There  are  numerous  lakes   in  the 
area  which  cover  a  total  of  2,178  acres.     Several  large  islands  separ.ited 
by  narrow  bodies  of  water  lie  off  the  southern  end  of  Etolin  Island  and  are 
included  in  this  roadless  area,   as  are  numerous  smaller  islands   in  this 
vicinity.     Combined,    these   islands  account  for  6,911  acres.     About  ISO 
miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater  exist. 

(5)  EcosysCem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally 
characterized  by  rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg 
areas,   but  may  have  rugged  terrain  in  localized  areas.     This  roadless 
area  has  much  landform  variety,   including  great  variety  of  island 
forms  of  all  sizes.  ' 

(b)  VegeCation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above  2,500  feet 
elevation.     The  valley  floors  and  poor ly - drained  areas  between  hills 
are  generally  covered  with  muskeg  (396  acres)   and  scrub  lodgepole 
pine.     Steeper,  more-well-drained  hillsides  support  heavy  stands  of 
Sitka  spruce,  western  hemlock,   redcedar  and  Alaska-cedar. 

There  are  approximately  100,148  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  -^'•^.270 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  Land, 
44,539  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  3,653  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  varietv  of  parent 
materials,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well -drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   i,L9S3).  Those 
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racings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  es tuar ies . 

One  VCU ,   469,   is  rated  as  highly  value  for  sport  fish.     VCU's  469  and 
472  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish.     VCU's  rated  as  highl_\ 
valued  estuaries  include  469,   470,   and  473. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Important  species  include  Sitka  black-tailed 
deer,   black  bear,   and  elk.     The  elk  were  introduced  to  the  area  in 
1986  in  a  cooperative  project. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  majority  of  the  roadless  area,  90,127 
acres,  was  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   1  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan.     This  area  was  considered  by  Congress  for  Wilderness 
designation,   but  Congress  later  decided  not  to  include   these  lands   in  the 
National  Wilderness  Preservation  System,   thus  directing  their  release  from 
LUD  1.     The  future  allocation  of  this  area  is  to  be  determined.     A  small 
portion  of  the  northern  tip  of  this  roadless  area,   21,504  acres,  is 
allocated  to  LUD  4,  which  provides  for  intensive  resource  use  and 
development.     The  area  north  of  the  roadless  area  has  been  logged  and 
partially  roaded.     The  saltwater  bodies  surrounding  the  island  receive 
moderately-heavy  use  by  commercial  and  pleasure  boats.     The  shoreline  and 
bays  receive  light  recreation  use.     There  is  subsistence  use  in  the  area. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  roadless  area   is  unmodified. 
It  is  bounded .  inland  on  one  side  by  clearcut  harvest  areas.     .A  person   in  a 
boat  approaching  the  roadless  area  would  see  natural  scenerv. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (98  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition   i^EVCi  Type 
I).     One  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III,   where  changes  in 
the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor.     The  natural 
appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant.     One  percent  is   in  EVC  Type  \ 
where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person,  and 
appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

Forty-one  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  .A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type^. 
Forty-eight  percent  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape 
diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  type).     The  remaining  LI  percent 
is  inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Boats  plying  the  adjacent 
saltwaters  may  be  visible  from  within  parts  of  the  area,   but  usually  are 
not  intrusive.     It  is  possible  to  see  clearcuts  and  roads   from  some 
northern  locations  within  this  roadless  area.     The  Alaska  Marine  Highway 
passes  within  two  miles  of  the  roadless  area  along  the  west  side. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  landforin  variety, 
including  subalpine  peaks,   stream  drainages,   and  lakes,    is  an  attraction. 
The  bays  provide  sheltered  moorages  and  a  sense  of  remoteness.  The 
presence  of  elk  is  unique   to  Alaska.     The  area  contains   16  inventoried 
recreation  places  totaling  30,169  acres. 

b.      Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area   is  well 
defined  by  saltwater  on  the  west,   east,   and  south.     The  northern  boundary 
is   irregular,    and  is  defined  by  ridgelines  separating  drainages. 
Feasibilitv  of  managing  the  northern  portion  of  this  area   in  a  roadless 
condition  is  moderate  to  high  depending  on  management  of  the  adjacent 
roadless  area  (Mosraan) .     Management  of  the  remaining  area  as  roadless  is 
high. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified,   and  has  maintained  its 
natural  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  good  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low  except  at  the 
mouths  of  some  streams  and  at  good  anchorages.     Generally,   a  person  camped 
or  traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others.     At  times,  low-flying 
aircraft  may  pass  over,   and  the  State  ferry  and  boaters  may  pass  next  to 
the  roadless  area.     All  are  generally  non- intrusive . 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi -primitive  motorized  and  non-motorized  recreation  opportunity: 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  (P) 

Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


34, 764 
37  ,432 
38,234 
1,  739 


860 


The 


area  contains  16  recreation  places. 


ROS 


CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


P 

SPNM 


1 
2 
10 
1 
2 


2,923 
2,  723 
23,503 


228 
460 


SPM 

RN 

RM 


740 
280 


11,625 


163 
465 
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The  characcer  of  the  area  generally  allows  the  visitor   to   feel  remote  from 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat 
from  the  community  of  Wrangell  in  one  to  two  hours,   and  from  Ketchikan  in 
approximately  seven  hours.     Travel  within  the  area  is  challenging, 
requiring  a  high  degree  of  woods  skills  and  experience.     The  presence  of 
black  bears,   especially  around  salmon  streams   in  the   fall,    presents  a 
degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for  caution.     Anchorages  around  the  roadies 
area  provide  access   to  portions  of  the   interior,   as  well  as  remove  users 
from  the  open  waters  and  traffic  of  Clarence  Strait. 

(5)     Special  Features    (Ecologic,    Geologic,    Scientific,    Cultural):  Tiic.e 
are  opportunities   to  observe  a  varietv  of  ecological  and  landform 
settings.      Elk  are  unique   to  Alaska,   and  are  present  on  the  island. 

c.     Availability  for  ManagemenC  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits,   developed  trails,   and  cabins  or 
shelters.     The  elk  population  may  offer  a  unique  hunting  e.xperience  i 
the  future. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  does  not  identify  any  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  in 
this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   deer  range  habitat  improvement  projects  are 
planned  in  the  area.     Elk  projects  may  occur  in  the   future  as  well. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  36,356  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes  2,435  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  33,122  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 
Some  areas  are  highly  prone  to  strong  winds  which  blow  down  standing 
timber  left  exposed  when  adjacent  stands  are  cut. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  two  special  use 
authorizations . 

(f)  Minerals:  The  area  generally  has  a  low  minerals  rating  and  ther 
are  no  known  current  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  does  not  contain  any 
inventoried  potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been 
identified  for  any  other  scientific  value. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)     The  potential   for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area   is  low 
due  to  the  rugged  nature  of  the  terrain.     An  exception  is   in  the 
southern  portion  where   the  potential   is  moderate  due   to  the 
more-gently  sloping  terrain.     Harvesting  the   timber,   however,  would, 
require  construction  of  transportation  facilities  and  additional  lor. 
transfer  facilities. 
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(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  visitors  to  and  residents  of  the  city  of  Wrangell  to 
have  a  semi -primitive  recreation  experience.      It  also  maintains 
opportunities   for  wildlife  to  move   freely  through  the  area,    and  could 
compliment  management  of  the  adjacent  roadless  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common   to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:       The  State  has  selected  approximately  S05  acres 
near  McHenry  Anchorage. 

d.  RelaCionship  to  Coaununicies  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     There   is  one  other 
roadless  area  adjacent  to  the  west  (Mosman) .     The  area  currently  receives 
light  use  inland,   away  from  saltwater. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  170  185 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  46  65  ^       .  ■ 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2.836)  22  30 

Ketchikan  (.Pop.  12,705)  61  82 

Wrangell   is   the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:  The  area  has  been  identified  as  a  "moratorium" 
area  and  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  H.R.  987. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is   for  recreational 
purposes  by  the  citizens  of  Wrangell.     There  has  been  support  for 
maintaining  this  area  in  a  roadless  condition.     The  elk  transplant 
program  is  generally  supported. 

e.  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C-I92 


INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     West  Zarembo   (235)  ACRES  (GROSS):     6,945  ACRES  (NFS):  6,945 

GEOZONE:  SOS 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  19 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Conunents 

St.  John  457*  -  Not  rated  in  1979 

Snow  458*  13 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     Zarembo  Island  was  evidently  used  by  all  of  the  Stikine 
Tlingit  clans  for  hunting  and  gathering.     Their  use  is  evidenced  by  several 
fish  weirs  and  petroglyph  sites  along  the  west  coast  of  the  island. 
Historic  use  of  the  area  is  evidenced  by  the  remains  of  a  log  cabiti  s^te  . 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is   located  on  the  west  side  of  larembo 
Island.     Zarembo  Island  is  south  of  Mitkof  Island,   and  ten  miles  west  of 
the  town  of  Wrangell  and  Wrangell  Island.     Sumner  Strait   lies   to   the  nourii. 
and  Clarence  Strait  to  the  west.     Saltwater  access  is  by  boat  or 
floatplane.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft.  The 
road  system  on  Zarembo  Island  accesses  the  eastern  portion  of  this  roadLess 
area . 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  flat  and  slightly 
rolling.     Two  streams  drain  the  area,   and  small  freshwater  lakes  account 
for  about  100  acres.     The  flat  muskegs  rise  to  the  east  to  timbered 
hillsides  of  elevations  of  about  1,000  feet.     The  area  contains   ten  miles 
of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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"■(S)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Classification:     The  area  is   in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas,   but  may  have 
rugged  terrain  in  localized  area.     There  are  no  known  areas  of  unique 
or  uncommon  plant/soils  associations  or  geologic  formations  in  the 
area . 


(b)     Vegetation:     Vegetation  of  this 
of  typical  spruce/hemlock  forests, 
portions  of  the  area  are  muskeg,  and 


roadless  area  primarily  consists 
Low- lying,    poo rly - drained 
cover  about  80  acres. 


There  are  6,745  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  3,552  acres  are 
commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,   2,774  acres 
are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  499  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils   in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.      In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with " impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg. 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  i.I'i^Sj').  Thes^ 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 


VCU's  with  highly  valued  estuaries   include  VCU  457. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:  A  small  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  deer 
and  black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     Both  VCU's   in  the  area  were  allocated  to 
Land  Use  Designation  4   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   which  allows 
for  intensive  resource  use  and  development.     Salvage  beach  logging  has 
occurred  in  the  past  on  portions  of  the  area.     There   is  some  subsistence 
use  in  the  area. 
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(7)  Appearance^  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  appears  unmodified, 
however  adjacent  clearcut  harvest  units  have   impacted  parts  of  the  area's 
natural  appearance.     The  visual  character  type  of  this  area  is  Kupreanof 
Lowland,   characterized  by  islands  of  rolling  terrain  exhibiting  gradual 
relief  separated  by  an  intricate  network  of  waterways.     Numerous  small 
rocky  islands,    shorelines  and  rock  reefs  are  evident. 

None  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  A  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type)   and  nine  percent 
of  the  acreage  was   inventoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  Landscape 
diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  type).     The  majority  of  the 
area,   91  percent,   was   inventoried  in  Variety  Class  C   (possessing  a  low 
degree  of  landscape  diversitv). 

The  vast  majority  (86  percent)  of  the  roadless  area  is  in  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 
The  remaining  14  percent  is  in  EVC  IV,   in  which  changes  to  the  landscape 
are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  person. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  roadless  area  is  on  Zarembo 
Island  where  timber  management  activities  occur,   and  a  road  network  is 
located.     Clearcut  harvest  areas  and  reforested  plantations  are  adjacent  to 
Che  roadless  area  on  the  east  side.     When  harvesting  activities  occur 
adjacent  to  or  near  the  roadless  area,   their  sights  and  sounds  mav  create 
an  impact.     Boats  plying  the  adjacent  saltwater  may  be  visible  from  within 
parts  of  the  roadless  area  but  usually  are  not  intrusive.  Low-flying 
aircraft  may  temporarily  distract  visitors  in  the  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  scenery  of  the  area 
is  typical  of  much  of  the   lowlands  of  Southeast  Alaska.     The  .area  contains 
one  inventoried  recreation  place  totaling  100  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  bounded  on 
one  side  by  land  managed  for  timber.     The  other  side  is  primarily 
beachfront,   some  of  which  has  been  salvaged  logged  in  the  past. 
Feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadless  condition  is  low. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified.     Logging  outside  of  the 
roadless  area,  but  within  higher  reaches  of  the  drainage,   mav  have  altered 
some  of  the  natural  processes.     This  impact,  however,    is  considered  low. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  moderate  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Low-flying  airplanes  and  recreational  boaters 
may  at  times  pass  nearby  and  be  observed  by  people  in  this  roadless  area. 
Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or 
traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others.     Periodic  timber  harvest 
activities  in  the  adjacent  areas  would  have  a  significant  impact  on  the 
opportunity  for  solitude. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive  non-motorized  opportunity  as  inventoried  with  the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum   (ROS)  System. 
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ROS  Class  Acres 

Semi-PrimiCive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  5,907 
Roaded  Modified   (RM)  1,038 

The  area  concains  one   inventoried  recreation  place. 

ROS  CU^SS  #  OF  REG.    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

RM  1  100  15 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  opportunities  in  the  area.     The  character 
of  the  landforms  generally  allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote  from  the 
sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat  from 
the  community  of  Petersburg  in  about  three  hours,   and  from  Wrangell  in 
approximately  two  hours. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  in  this  roadless  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:  There  is  potential  for  outfitter  and  guide 
permits  and  for  developed  trails,   cabins,   or  shelters. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86   identifies   fish  habitat  enhancement  projects   for  VCU's  -+57  and 
458  . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,  amended  Winter  1985-86,  deer  mitigation  projects  are  planned  in 
both  VCU's,   but  are  unlikely  to  occur  within  the  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  2,355  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  359  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  1,656  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  no  special  uses   in  the  area, 
except  for  a  Coast  Guard  reservation. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  moderate  minerals  potential. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  does  not  contain  anv 
inventoried  potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been 
identified  for  any  other  scientific  value. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this   roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  high  market  values.     A  road  system   is  alreadv  pcesonc 
nearby  and  could  be  extended  into  parts  of  this  area.     .A  site  for 
transferring  logs   to  saltwater  is  already  present  on  Zareiubo  Island. 
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(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  wildlife  to  move  freely  through  the  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences, 

(e)  Land  Status:     Entirely  National  Forest  System  lands. 

d.  Relationship  to  Coainiuni ties  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Two  other  roadless 
areas  exist  on  Zarembo  Island- -East  Zarembo  Roadless  Area  and  South  Zarembo 
Roadless  Area.     These  roadless  areas  are  not  adjacent  to  each  other,  but 
are  separated  by  timber  management  areas.     Recreational  use  is  light  in  ail 
of  the  roadless  areas  on  Zarembo  Island. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  140  160 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  28  34 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  24  28 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  88  95 

Petersburg  and  Wrangell  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highwav. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:  Most  use  of  the  area  is  recreational,  jnd 
occurs  along  the  beach  fringe. 

e.  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     East  Zarembo   (236)  ACRES   (GROSS):     8,990  ACRES   (NFS):  S,990 

GEOZONE:  305 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1^89  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  19 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Baht  456*  -  Not  rated  in  1979 

Meter  459*  13 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     Zarembo  Island  was  shared  by  all  of  the  Stikine  TlingiC 
clans  for  hunting  and  gathering  of  subsistence   items.     There  are,  however, 
no  sites  currently  recorded  for  this  area.  ,  The  absence  of  sites  mav 
reflect  the  low  number  of  cultural  resource  inventories  conducted  in  this 
area . 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is   located  on  the  east  side 
of  Zarembo  Island.     Zarembo  Island  is  south  of  Mitkof  Island,   and  ten  miles 
west  of  the  town  of  Wrangell  and  Wrangell  Island.     Sumner  Strait  lies  to 
the  north,   and  Clarence  Strait  to  the  west.     .Access   is  by  boat  or 
floatplane  to  Zarembo  Island,   then  by  traveling  cross-country  on  foot  or  bv 
using  the  road  system  to  access  the  roadless  area.     There  are  no  sites 
suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft.     The  road  system  on  Zarembo  IsUmd 
surrounds  the  roadless  area. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  terrain  is  generally  rolling.  Several 
streams  drain  the  area,   and  about  140  acres  of  small  ponds  and  lakes 
exist.     Elevation  ranges   from  1,000  to  2,000  feet.     The  area  does  not 
contain  any  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     The  majority  of  the  area  is 
covered  by  forest,  with  about  20  acres  considered  alpine,   and  60  acres  of 
muskeg . 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II) . 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is   in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally  characterized  bv 
rolling,    subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas,   but  may  have 
localized,    rugged  terrain.     There  are  no  known  areas  of  unique  or 
uncommon  plant/soils  associations  or  geologic  formations   in  the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  primarily  consists 
of  typical  spruce/ hemlock  forests.     Low-lying,   poorly-drained  portions 
of  the  area  are  muskeg. 

There  are  8,690  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  3,856  acres  are 
commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,   3,476  acres 
are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  380  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,  well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moisC,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More  -  poorly- drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/Or  nrens 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep' accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (.1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries 


VCU  459  is  rated  as  having  a  highly  valued  estuary,    though  this 
roadless  area  contributes  little  to  that  rating. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:  A  small  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  deer 
and  black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     Both  VCU's   in  the  area  were  allocated  to 
Land  Use  Designation  3   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  which 
emphasizes  managing  for  a  variety  of  uses  and  activities   in  a  compacibLo 
and  complementary  manner  to  provide   the  greatest  combination  ot  benetirs. 
There  is  some  subsistence  use  in  the  area. 
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(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  appears  unmodified, 
however  adjacent  management  activities  have  affected  the  apparent 
naturalness  of  this  roadless  area. 

The  visual  character  type  of  this  area  is  Kupreanof  Lowland,  characterized 
by  islands  of  rolling  terrain  exhibiting  gradual  relief  separated  by  an 
intricate  network  of  waterways.     Numerous  small  rocky  islands,  shorelines 
and  rock  reefs  are  evident.     One-hundred  percent  of  the  acreage  was 
inventoried  Varietv  Class  B   (possessing  landscape  diversity  that   is  common 
for  the  character  type). 

The  vast  majority  i,67  percent)   of  the  roadless  area  is  in  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 
Three  percent  of  the  area  is  in  EVC  IV,   in  which  changes  to  the  landscape 
are  easily  noticed  bv  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention. 
They  appear  to  be  disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     EVC  V 
accounts  for  the  remaining  30  percent.     These  are  areas   in  which  changes  to 
the  landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major 
disturbances . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences) :     This  roadless  area  is  located  on 
Zarembo  Island  where  timber  management  activities  occur,   and  a  road  network 
is  found.     Clearcut  harvest  areas  and  reforested  plantations  generally 
surround  the  roadless  area.     When  harvesting  activities  occur  adjacent  to 
or  near  the  roadless  area,   their  sights  and  sounds  may  create  an  impact. 
Boats  plying  the  nearby  saltwater  may  be  visible   from  within  parts  of  the 
roadless  area  but  usually  are  not  intrusive.     Low-flying  aircraft  may 
temporarily  distract  visitors   in  the  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  scenery  of  the  area 
is   typical  of  much  of  the  lowlands  of  Southeast  Alaska.     The  area  contains 
three  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  1,139  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     The  area  is  bounded  on 
all  sides  by  land  managed  for  timber.     Harvesting  patterns  and  road 
development  resulted  in  no  readily  defined  roadless  area  boundarv,    such  as 
a  ridgeline,   drainage,   or  road.     Feasibility  of  management   in  a  roadless 
condition  is  low. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified.     Logging  outside  of  the 
roadl  ess  area,   but  within  higher  reaches  of  the  drainage,   may  have  altered 
some  of  the  natural  processes.     This   impact,   however,    is  considered  low. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  moderate  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Low-flying  airplanes  and  recreational  boaters 
may  at  times  pass  nearby  and  be  observed  by  people  in  this  roadless  area. 
Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or 
traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others.     Periodic  tiinber  harvest 
activities   in  the  adjacent  areas  would  have  a  significant   impact  on  cho 
opportunity  for  solitude  when  they  are  occurring. 
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(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi -primitive  recreation  opportunity  as   inventoried  with  the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  System. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  6,972 
Roaded  Modified  (RM)  2,018 

The  area  contains   three   inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC .    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

RM  3  1,139  279 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  opportunities  in  the  area.     The  character 
of  the  landforms  generally  allows  the  visitor  to   feel   remote   from  the 
sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat  from 
the  community  of  Petersburg  in  about  three  hours,   and  from  Wrangell  in 
approximately  two  hours. 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  in  this  roadless  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:  There  is  potential  for  outfitter  jnd  t'.Lii^le 
permits  and  for  developed  trails,   cabins,   or  shelters. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects   in  this  area. 
Though  identified,    it  is  unlikely  that  these  projects  will  occur. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  Winter  1985-86,   deer  mitigation  projects  are  planned. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  2,937  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  340  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  2,597  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  no  special  uses   in  the  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  moderate  minerals  potential. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  anv 
other  scientific  value. 
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(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  high  market  values.     A  road  system  is  already  present 
nearby  and  could  be  extended  into  parts  of  this  area.     A  site  foe 
transferring  logs   to  saltwater  is  already  present  on  Zarembo  Island. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  wildlife   to  move   freely  through  the  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     Entirely  National  Forest  System  lands. 
Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Two  other ■ roadless 
areas  exist  on  ,Zarembo  Island.     These  are  West  Zarembo  and  South  Zarembo. 
None  of  these   roadless  areas  are  adjacent  to  each  other,   but  are  separated 
by  areas  managed  for  timber.     Recreational  use  is  light  in  all  of  the 
roadless  areas  on  the  island. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  140  160 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  28  34 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  22  25 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  88  95 

Petersburg  and  Wrangell  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highwav. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  inicijcLves 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:  Most  use  of  the  area  is  recreational,  and 
occurs  along  the  beach  fringe. 

Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C-202 


INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     South  Zarembo  (237)  ACRES  (GROSS):     32,288  ACRES   (NFS):.  32,288 

GEOZONE:  S05 

GEOGEIAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  21 


a.  Description 

(I)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


St.   John  457*  -  Not  rated  in  1979 

Snow  458*  13 

Meter  459*  '  13 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     Zarembo  Island  was  used  by  all  of  the  Stikine  Tlingit  clans 
for  hunting  and  gathering  of  subsistence  items.     Their  use  of  southern 
Zarembo  Island  is  indicated  by  the  reported  remains  of  a  village  sice  .is 
well"  as  recorded  burial  sites,    fish  weirs,  petroglvphs  and  pictographs. 
Historic  use  is  evidenced  by  the  remains  of  several  cabins. 

(4)     Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  has  mode  rate ly - ro II ing  terrain. 
Several  streams  drain  the  area,   and  about  80  acres  of  small  ponds  and  lakes 
exist.     Elevation  ranges   from  sea  level  to  2,500  feet.     The  area  contains 
11  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     The  majority  of  the  area  is  covered  bv 
forest,  with  about  300  acres  considered  alpine,   and  180  acres  of  muskeg. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  south  side  of  Zarembo 
Island.     Zarembo  Island  is  south  of  Mitkof  Island,   and  ten  miles  west  ot 
the  town  of  Wrangell  and  Wrangell  Island.     Sumner  Strait  lies  to  the  north. 
Stikine  Strait  to  the  south,   and  Clarence  Strait  to  the  west.     Access   is  by 
boat  or  floatplane   to  Zarembo  Island,    then  by  traveling  cross-country  on 
foot  or  by  using  the  road  system  to  access  the  roadless  area.     A  portion  of 
the  roadless  area  is  also  accessible  from  saltwater.     There  are  no  sices 
suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft.     The  road  system  on  Zarembo  Island 
accesses  northern  portions  of  the  roadless  area. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  Che 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)   was   the  nationwide  .system  usoti  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Are.i 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(5)  EcosysCem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is   in  the  Central   Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  characterized  by  rolling, 
subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas,   but  may  have  localized, 
rugged  terrain.     There  are  no  known  areas  of  unique  or  uncommon 
plant/soils  associations  or  geologic  formations   in  the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  primarily  consists 
of  tvpical  spruce/hemlock  forests.     Low- lying,   poorly- dra ined  portions 
of  the  area  are  muskeg. 

There  are  31,167  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  13,648  acres  are 
commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,    11,411  acres 
are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  1,738  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderate ly - we  11 - drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg.  • 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (l':'^S3').  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  es tuar ies . 


VCU's  with  highly  valued  estuaries   include  457  and  459. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:  A  small  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  deer 
and  black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     One  VCU  in  the  area   (16,544  acres^  was 
allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan.     LUD  3  emphasizes  managing  for  a  variety  of  uses  and  activities   in  a 
compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide  the  greatest  combination  ot 
benefits.     Two  VCU's   in  the  area  (  15,703  acres)  were  allocated  to  LUD  -4 
where  opportunities  are  provided  for  intensive  resource  use  and 
development.     There   is  some  subsistence  use   in  the  area. 
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(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  appears  unmodified, 
however  adjacent  management  activities  have  affected  the  apparent 
naturalness  of  this  roadless  area. 

The  visual  character  type  of  this  area  is  Kupreanof  Lowland,  characterized 
by  islands  of  rolling  terrain  exhibiting  gradual  relief  separated  by  an 
intricate  network  of  waterways.     Numerous  small  rocky  islands,  shorelines 
and  rock  reefs  are  evident. 

Ninety- two  percent  of  the  acreage  was  inventoried  Variety  Class  3 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  typel. 
The   remaining  eight  percent  was   inventoried  in  Variety  Class  C  (possessing 
a  low  degree  of  landscape  diversity) . 

The  vast  majority  (70  percent)  of  the  roadless  area  is  in  Existing  Visual 
Condition   (EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 
Twelve  percent  of  the  area  is  in  EVC  IV,   in  which  changes  to  the  landscape 
are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention. 
They  appear  to  be  disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     EVC  V 
accounts  for  the  remaining  18  percent.     These  are  areas   in  which  changes  to 
Che  landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major 
disturbances . 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  on  Zarembo  Island 
which  is  an  area  of  timber  management  activities,   and  includes  a  roiid 
network.     Clearcut  harvest  areas  and  reforested  plantations  generally 
surround  the  roadless  area,   except  for  a  small  section  of  shoreline 
adjacent  to  Stikine  Strait.     When  harvesting  activities  occur  adjacent  to 
or  near  the  roadless  area,   their  sights  and  sounds  may  create  an' impact. 
Boats  plying  the  nearby  saltwater  may  be  visible  from  within  parts  of  the 
roadless  area  but  usually  are  not  intrusive.     Low-flying  aircraft  iiiav 
temporarily  distract  visitors  in  the  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  scenerv  of  the  area 
is  typical  of  much  of  the  lowlands  of  Southeast  Alaska.     The  area  contains 
two  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  2,282  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     The  area  is  bounded  on 
most  sides  by  land  managed  for  timber.     Harvesting  patterns  and  road 
development  resulted  in  no  readily  defined  roadless  area  boundary,    such  .is 
a  ridgeline,   drainage,   or  road.     Feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadless 
condition  is  low. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified.     Logging  outside  of  the 
roadless  area,   but  within  higher  reaches  of  the  drainage,   may  have  altered 
some  of  the  natural  processes.     This  impact,   however,    is  considered  low. 
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(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  moderate  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Low-flying  airplanes  and  recreational  boaters 
may  at  times  pass  nearby  and  be  observed  by  people   in  this  roadless  area. 
Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or 
traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others.     Periodic  timber  harvest 
activities  in  the  adjacent  areas  would  have  a  significant  impact  on  the 
opportunitv  for  solitude  when  they  are  occurring. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi-primitive  recreation  opportunity  as   inventoried  with   the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum   (ROS)  System. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  23,093 
Semi -Primitive  Motoriz-ed  (SPM)  2,778 
Roaded  Modified   (RM)  6,416 

The  area  contains  two  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PIj\CES        TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPM  1  1.198-  490 

RM  1  1,083  162 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  opportunities   in  the  area.     The  character 
of  the  landforms  generally  allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote  from  the 
sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  aG#a  is  accessible  by  boat  troni 
the  community  of  Petersburg  in  about  three  hours,   and  from  Wrangell  in 
approximately  two  hours. 

(5)  Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  in  this  roadless  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:  There  is  potential  for  outfitter  and  guide 
permits  and  for  developed  trails,   cabins,   or  shelters. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  U'lnter 
1985-86   identifies  some  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects   for  the 
VCU's  which  encompass  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass   Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  Winter  1985-86,   deer  mitigation  projects  are  planned. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  10,333  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes   1.318  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  8,334  acres  of  non- riparian  old  growth. 


(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  There  are  no  special  uses  in  the  .uea 
except  for  a  Coast  Guard  electronics  site. 
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(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  moderate  minerals  potencial. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas,   and  has  not  been  identified  for  any 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  high  market  values.     A  road  system  is  already  present 
nearby  and  could  be  extended  into  this  area.     A  site  for  transferring 
logs   to  saltwater  is  already  present. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  wildlife  to  move  freely  through  the  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     Entirely  National  Forest  System  lands. 

d.  Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Two  other  roadless 
areas  exist  on  Zarembo  Island- -West  Zarembo  and  East  Zarembo .     None  ot 
these  roadless  areas  are  adjacent  to  each  other,  but  are  separated  bv  areas 
managed  for  timber.     Recreational  use  is  light  in  all  of  them. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau          (Pop.  23,729)  140  160 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4.040)  32  46 

Wrangell       (Pop.  2,836)  26  31 

Ketchikan     (Pop.  12,705)  86  91 

Petersburg  and  Wrangell  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highwav. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents :  Most  use  of  the  area  is  recreational,  and 
occurs  along  the  beach  fringe. 

e.  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Kashevarof   (23S)  ACRES   (GROSS):    ACRES   (NFS):  5,725 

GEOZONE:  S14 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

460*  16 
*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     The  Tihitan  clan  of  the  Stikine  Tlingit  claimed  this  area 
which  was  used  chiefly  for  hunting  seals  and  gathering  seaweed.     Their  use 
is  evidenced  by  the  remains  of  temporary  camps,   fish  weirs,  and 
petroglyphs.     Historic  use  is  indicated  by  the  remains  of  numerous  fox 
farms,   trapping  cabins,   and  temporary  camps. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  consists  of  a  series  of  small 
islands   located  in  Clarence  Strait,   between  the  southwest  side  of  Zareiiibo 
Island  and  the  northeast  corner  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island.     Sumner  Strait 
is  to  the  north.     The  two  northern  most  islands  in  the  Kashevarof  Island 
group.   Bushy  and  Shrubby,   are  not  included  in  this  roadless  area  as  they 
have  been  logged.     Access  is  by  way  of  boat  or  floatplane.     There  are  no 
sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  islands  in  this  roadless  area  have 
little  relief  and  are  flat  to  slightly  rolling  with  a  high  point  of  4S2 
feet  on  one  of  the  Blashke  Islands.     Two  island  groups.   Middle   Islands  and 
Bashke  Islands,   are  in  a  basically  north-south  orientation  with  Clarence 
Strait.     On  either  flank  are   the  West  and  East  Islands,   and  several  other 

smaller  ones.     There  are    miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     The  iiiajoricv 

of  the  area  is  covered  by  forest. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is   in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas,   but  may  have 
localized  rugged  terrain.     There  are  no  known  areas  of  unique  or 
uncommon  plant/soils  associations  or  geologic  formations   in  Che  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  primarily  consists 
of  typical  spruce/hemlock  forests.     Low-lying,   poorly-drained  portions 
of  the  area  are  muskeg. 

There  are    acres  of  forested  land  of  which    acres  are 

commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,    acres 

are  non- riparian  old  growth  and    acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parenc 
material,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well -drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  are:is 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostly 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rocky. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1978)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fisii. 
and  estuaries.     The  one  VCU  for  this  area  is  not  rated  high  for  any  of 
these  values. 


(e)  Wildlife  Resource:  A  small  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  door 
and  black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     The  one  VCU  in  the  area   is  allocated  Co 
Land  Use  Designation  4,   however  no  major  resource  activities  have  occurrod 
in  the  roadless  area.     There   is  some  subsistence  use   in  the  area. 


(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):  The  area  appears  Linniod  L  f  Lovl , 
except  in  one  small  portion  where  adjacent  management  activities  have 
affected  the  apparent  naturalness. 
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The  visual  character  Cvpe  of  this  area  is  Kupreanof  Lowland,  characterized 
by  islands  of  rolling  terrain  exhibiting  gradual  relief  separated  by  an 
intricate  network  of  waterways.     Numerous  small,    rocky  islands,  shorelines, 
and  rock  reefs  are  evident.     The  character  type  is  largely  covered  with 
spruce/hemlock  forest  except  at  infrequent  higher  elevations  where 
scattered  muskeg  and  alpine  deciduous  species  occur.     There  are  also 
si2;nificant  areas  of  muskeg/lodgepole  pine  association. 

percent  of  this  roadless  area  was   inventoried  in  Variety  Class  A 
(.possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  typo)  and 

percent  of  the  acreage  was   inventoried  Variety  Class   B  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that   is  common  for  the  character   type).     The  remaining 

acreage  of    percent  was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low 

degree  of  landscape  diversity) . 

The  vast  majority  (        percent)  of  the  roadless  area  is   in  Existing  Visual 

Condition  (EVC)   I;   these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 

  percent  of  the  area  is   in  EVC  III,    in  which  changes   to   the  landscape 

are  noticed  by  the  average  person,   but  they  do  not  attract  attention.  The 
natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  still  remains  dominant.     EVC  V  accounts 

for  the  remaining          percent.     These  are  areas  in  which  changes  to  the 

landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major 
dis  turbances . 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  between  Zarenibo 
Island  and  Prince  of  Wales  Island,   and  evidence  of  management  activities, 
mainly  clearcutting  and  road  building,    is  visible.     Harvest   is  also  visible 
on  Shrubby  Island  which  is  located  to  the  north  of  this   roadless  area. 
When  harvesting  activities  occur  adjacent  to  or  near  the   roadless  area, 
their  sights  and  sounds  may  create  an  impact.     Boats   frequent  the  nearby 
saltwater,   as  Clarence  Strait  is  a  major  passage  for  cruiseships,  barges, 
ferries,   and  pleasure  craft.     They  may  be  visible  from  parts  of  the 
roadless  area.     Low-flying  aircraft  may  temporarily  distract  visitors  in 
the  area  at  times. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  numerous  small 
islands  and  sheltered  bays  provide  opportunities  for  discovery,   dav  use 

activities,   and  anchorage.     The  area  contains    inventoried  recreation 

places  totaling    acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  bounded  on 
all  sides  by  saltwater.     The  island  clusters  lend  all  or  part  of  this 
roadless  area  to  be  managed  either  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  unroaded 
condition.     Manageability  in  a  Wilderness  condition  is  less   feasible  due  to 
the  amount  of  marine  traffic  in  the  area  and  activities   in  the  nearby 
adjacent  areas.     Overall  manageability  is  considered  moderate. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified,   and  has  maintained  its 
overall  integrity. 
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(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  moderate  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Low-flying  airplanes  and  frequent  marine  traffic  pass 
nearby  and  may  be  observed  by  people  in  this  roadless  area.  Present 
recreation  use   levels  are   low.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling 
inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others.     Timber  harvest  or  other  periodic 
activities  in  the  adjacent  areas  would  have  a  significant  impact  on  the 
opportunity  for  solitude  when  they  are  occurring. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi -primitive  recreation  opportunity  as  inventoried  with  the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  System. 

ROS  class  Acres 

Primitive  (P)   

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)   

Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)   


The  area  contains           inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

P  X  xXXXXXXX  XX 

SPNM  X  XXXXXXXX  XX 

SPM  X  XXXXXXXX  XXX 

RN  X  XXXXXXXX  XXX 

RM  ■  X  XXXXXXXX  XXX 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  opportunities  in  the  area.     The  chr.racte 
of  the  landforms  generally  allows   the  visitor  to  feel  remote   from  the 
sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  boat  from 
the  community  of  Petersburg  in  about  four  hours,   and  from  Wrangell  in 
approximately  two  hours. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  special  features  in  this  roadless  area.     Their  location  and  the 
array  of  islands  make  them  attractive  for  recreational  pursuits. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:  There  is  potential  for  outfitter  and  guid 
permits  and  for  developed  trails,   cabins,   or  shelters. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  are 
identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86. 


(c)     Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Manat'.emeiit 
Plan,   amended  Winter  1985-86,   wildlife  enhancement  projects  are  not 
planned  in  the  roadless  area. 
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(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are    acres   invencoried  as 

tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes    acres  of  riparian 

old  growth,   and    acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are   four  special  use  permits  in 
the  area,   and  a  Coast  Guard  reservation. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has   low  minerals  potential. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  does  not  contain  any 
inventoried  potential  Research  Natural  Areas,   and  has  not  been 
identified  for  any  scientific  purpose. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this   roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  high  market  values.     A  road  system  and/or  logging  systems 
capable  of  harvesting  the  numerous  small   islands  would  be  necessary. 
Development  of  beach  access  and  log  transfer  sites  would  also  be 
required . 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  certain  wildlife,   as  some  of  the  islands   in  this 
group  have  been  logged  and  the  timber  stands  converted  for  even- age 
management . 

(c)  Fire:     iTie  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     Entirely  National  Forest  Systems  land. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:  Other  roadless  areas 
are  separated  by  extensive  bodies  of  water.  Recreational  use  is  light  in 
all  of  them. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau          (Fop.  23,729)  160  195 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  44  54 

Wrangell       (Pop.  2,836)  30  35 

Ketchikan     (Pop.  12,705)  72  86 


Mollis,  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  and  Wrangell  are  the  nearest  stoos  on 
the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
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(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"   area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 


(b)  Local  users/residents:  Most  use  of  the  area  is  recreational,  aiiu 
is  marine  oriented. 


e.     Environmental  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Keku   (239)  ACRES   (GROSS):     12,146  ACRES   (NFS):  12,126 

GEOZONE:  SOI 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/     rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Keku  398  23 

Saginaw  Bay         399  21 

(2)  History:     Keku  Straits  and  nearby  islands  were  used  by  the  Tlingit. 
The  area  was  claimed  by  several  clans  of  the  Kake  Tlingit  and  there   is  a 
rich  assortment  of  cultural  resources.     These  sites   include   the   remains  of 
villages,   temporary  camps,   cave  shelters,   fish  weirs,   burial  sites, 
pictographs,   petroglyphs,   and  garden  sites.     A  historic  cannery  was  located 
in  Saginaw  Bav ,   and  numerous   fox  farms  and  temporary  camps  on  the  Keku 
Islets . 

In  modern  times,    this  area  has  been  a  contingency  area  of  the  Alaska  Pulp 
Corporation  Long-term  Timber  Sale  Contract  since   1960.     A  logging  camp  was 
developed  at  nearby  Rowan  Bay  and  is  still  active  with  up   to   130  seasonal 
occupants.     Road  development  has  occurred  to  the  south,   along  the  head  of 
Saginaw  Bay.     Forest  Road  6415  connects  Rowan  Bay  to  Security  Bay  and 
Saginaw  Bay,   and  is  used  as  a  major  route  for  hauling  logs  to  the  log 
transport  facility  in  Rowan  Bay.     However,   a  large  slide  has  since  blocked 
this  connection. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:  Keku  Roadless  Area  is  located  on  the  nortliern 
end  of  Kuiu  Island.  It  lies  east  of  the  Security  Roadless  .Area,  also  on 
Kuiu  Island,  and  is  bordered  by  Rocky  Pass  and  Keku  Strait.  It  is  accessed 
primarily  by  saltwater  via  boat  or  floatplane.  Several  good  anchorages  are 
located  in  Saginaw  Bay  and  Halleck  Harbor.  There  are  no  sites  suitable  toi" 
landing  wheeled  aircraft.  There  is  no  ferry  service  to  Kuiu  Island.  There 
is  a  regularly  scheduled  mail  flight  to  Rowan  Bay,  but  there  are  no  visitor 
services  such  as  rental  vehicles  or  boats. 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION 


January  31,  1990 


C-214 


(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Landforms  in  this  area  are  characterized  b 
gen t ly - s lop ing  to  moderate ly - s teep  hills  that  are  abruptly  broken  bv 
prominent  limestone  cliffs.     The  cliffs  generally  parallel  each  other,  and 
are  oriented  in  a  northwest-southeast  direction.     Orientation  of  the 
landscape  makes  development  of  a  road  system  challenging.     The  area 
contains  36  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     Offshore  islands  total  I,-tS3 
acres,   and  lakes  make  up  another  120  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas,   but  may  have 
localized,   rugged  terrain. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Muskeg/scrub  timber  complexes   (120  acres),  are 
interspersed  with  mixed  conifer  plant  communities  on  be tter - drained 
sites.     Timbered  hill  slopes  are  dominated  by  western  hemlock,  Sitka 
spruce,   and  Alaska-cedar  plant  communities. 

There  are  approximately  11,444  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  7,015 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
6,373  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  461  acres  are  riparian  ol 
growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  are  generally  shallow  to  moderately  deep  and  well 
drained  on  forested  hill  slopes.     Well-   to  somewhat  poorly-drained 
soils  developed  on  the  footslope  below  the  limestone  cliffs  within 
Saginaw  Bay.     Areas  of  muskeg  soils  occupy  nearly  level  positions 
along  the  ridgetops  and  in  the  valleys. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  es tuar ies . 

VCU  399  is  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish. 

Two  ADF&G  numbered  salmon  producing  streams  are  present.  Neither  are 
large  producers  and  no  escapement  data  is  available. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  1979  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  indicates  that  this  area  is  highly 
rated  for  wildlife  values. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  knovvn 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 
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(5)     Current  .Use  and  Management:     The  entire  area  was  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation   (LUD)   4  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan;   however,    to  date, 
no  developments  or  resource  management  activities  have  occurred  within  the 
area.     This  area  is  part  of  a  contingency  area  for  the  Alaska  Pulp 
Corporation  long-term  timber  sale  contract.     There  were  independent  sales 
throughout  and  just  outside  of  this  area  before   the  long-term  contract 
began  operation  in  1973  in  Saginaw  Bay.     A  logging  camp  was  established  in 
Saginaw  Bay  until  the  camp  was  pulled  out.     Logging  operations  on  Kuiu 
Island  now  center  on  Rowan  Bay.     The  road  systems  of  Rowan  and  Saginaw  were 
connected  in  1976,   and  traverse   the  area.     A  large  slide   in  November  19S8 
blocked  off  the   road  about  one-quarter  mile   from  Saginaw  Bay.      Because  of 
the  size  of  the  slide  and  the  diminished  need  for  access   to  Saginaw  Bay,  it 
is  doubtful  that  the  road  link  will  be  reconstructed  soon. 

Sealaska  Corporation  has  identified  up  to  5,000  acres  for  potential 
selection.     Status  of  that  selection  is  still  pending. 

The  area  is  popular  for  black  bear  hunting. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent;  Naturalness):     Most  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified.     Exceptions  exist  near  the  old  cannery  and  the   former  logging 
camp  sites,   along  shorelines  where  beach  logging  occurred,   and  in  those 
portions  of  the  roadless  area  which  are  adjacent  to  logged  areas. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (89  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition   (,EVC)  Type 
I).     One  percent  of  the  area  appears  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity  i,EVC 
Type  II).     Less  than  one  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III, 
where  changes   in  the   landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average   forest  visitor. 
The  natural  appearance  of  the   landscape  remains  dominant.    -One  percent  of 
the  area  is   in  EVC  Type  IV,   where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  easilv 
noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     Thev  appear 
to  be  disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.      Eight  percent   is   in  E\'C 
Type  V  where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person, 
and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

Fourteen  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is   inventoried  Varietv  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  tvpe"", 
eight  percent  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape 
diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  type)  and  the  remaining  7S 
percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of 
landscape  diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences) :     Keku  Strait  and  Saginaw  Bav 
border  this  area  on  three  sides.     Management  activities  have  been 
continuing  along  the  head  of  Saginaw  Bay,   where  road  construction  and 
timber  harvesting  have  been  extensive.     Forest  Road  6415,   which  connects 
Rowan  Bay  to  Security  and  Saginaw  Bays,  will  likely  continue  to  serve  as  a 
major  access  route  for  hauling  logs.     Modifications  on  lands  adjacent  to 
this  route  will  continue   to  occur  under  current  management  direction  as  the 
area  is  designated  LUD  4  and  is  a  part  of  the  long-term  timber  sale 
contract  area.     Logging  on  adjacent  islands  has  affected   tlie  setting  of 
adjacent  roadless   islands  as  well  as   the  area  as  a  whole. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Several  historical  and 
aboriginal  sites  attract  visitors  to  the  area.     Beachcombing  is  also 
popular  in  this  area.     The  area  contains  five  inventoried  recreation  places 
totaling  842  acres.     There  are  no  developed  trails.     The  presence  of  good 
anchorage  sites  in  Saginaw  Bay  and  Halleck  Harbor  allow  visitors  to  "boat 
camp"  overnight.    "Sport  fishing  for  king  salmon  is  considered  good. 

Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Saltwater  surrounds 
this  roadless  area  on  three  sides.     Road  access  has  been  developed  to  the 
head  of  Saginaw  Bay,  with  the  potential  to  extend  into  the  Keku  Strait  area 
(VCU  398) . 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified,   except  for 
some  evidence  of  past  occupancy,  beach  logging,   and  other  logging  and 
reading  which  has  somewhat  fragmented  this  roadless  area. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Generally,   there  is  a  high  opportunitv  for 
solitude  in  the  Keku  Roadless  Area.     Exceptions  would  be  along  the  road  to 
Saginaw  Bav  when  logging  and  other  activities  are  occurring.     Use  of 
floatplanes  and  motorboats  may  disrupt  visitors  for  brief  periods.  Present 
recreation  use  levels  are  low.     Persons  camped  along  the  shore  are 
generally  unlikely  to  encounter  other  recreationists ,  but  thev  might  be 
seen  by  or  may  be  able  to  see  an  occasional  fishing  boat  offshore. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi -primitive  recreation  opportunity:' 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Serai  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  7,075 
Semi-Primitive  Motorized  4,529 
Roaded  Modified  521 

The  area  contains  five  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  RECREATION  PLACES       TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPM  2  761  46^1 

RM  3  80  139 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities. 

(5)  Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  Fossil 
hunting  occurs  within  Halleck  Harbor  which  directly  adjoins  the  area. 
Sport  fishing  and  bear  hunting  occur  throughout  the  area. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)     Recreation  Potential:     Recreation  potential  for  Keku   is  nioderato 
as  there  is  potential  for  additional  outfitter  and  guide  permits, 
cabins,   and  opportunities  associated  with  roaded  access. 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  UinCer 
1985-86,    identifies   fish  habitat  enhancement  projects. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass   Land  Management 
Plan,    amended  1985-86,   habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned   in  the 
area.     These  projects   typically  consist  of  seeding,    planting,  and 
thinning . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  5,311  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  timber  harvest.     This   includes   3^1  acres  ot 
riparian  old  growth  and  4,790  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.  None 
of  the  area  is  second  growth,   except  for  small  patches  along  the 
shores  that  were  beach  logged. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     One  year-long,   residence  special  use 
permit  exists   in  the  head  of  Saginaw  Bay. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  sites  with  high  mineral 
development  potential  in  the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  any 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  In  general,    long-term  timber  sales  on  Kuiu  Island  will   result   in  • 
further  road  development,    thus   increasing  access   to  parts  of  the  Keku 
Roadless  Area.  j  • 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  would  have  no 
direct  beneficial  effect  on  nearby  roadless  areas.     To   the  south  and 
east  are  Pillars,   Security,   East  Kuiu  and  South  Kuiu  Roadless  .Areas, 
and  the  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness.     Some  of  these  areas  will  incur  road 
construction  and  timber  harvesting  in  the  next  one  to  two  years,  as 
indicated  in  the  Supplemental  Environmental  Impact  Statement   for  the 
area . 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  historv. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     One  aboriginal  site,   a  former  village  site,  has 
been  selected  by  Sealaska  Corporation  under  14(H)(1)  provisions  of 
ANCSA.     Up  to  5,000  acres  have  been  selected  in  Saginaw  Bay.  This 
selection  is  pending.     Much  of  this  overlaps   into   this  roadless  area. 
The  State  has  selected  lands   in  Security  Bay,   which  affects  some  of 
this  area. 
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d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  area  does  not 
directly  adjoin  any  other  roadless  areas.     Separation  generally  occurs 
across  bodies  of  saltwater  or  roads  and  timber  harvest  areas.     Tebenkot  5 
Wilderness  lies  about  24  miles  to  the  south.     This  area  receives  light 
recreational  use. 


(2)     Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):     Approx iiiia tie 

distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop. 23, 729)  100  128 

Petersburg  (Pop.   4,040)  44  78 

Wrangell       (Pop.   2,836)  72  124 

Ketchikan     (Pop. 12, 705)  135  160 


Kake  and  Petersburg  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  proposed  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  in  legislative  initiatives  to  date. 


(b)     Local  users/residents:     This  area  has  cultural  and  traditional 
use  value   to  the  residents  of  Kake.     It  was   identified  as  being  part 
of  the  lands  "subject  to  existing  rights  under  provisions  of  .ANILC.A" 
although  land  conveyance  has  never  officially  occurred. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Security  (240)  ACRES   (GROSS):     41,585  ACRES   (NFS):  41,105 

GEOZONE:  SOI 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBLn:E  R^\TING:     2  5 


Descrip  Cion 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 


VCU  Name 


VCU  No. 


1979 
WARS  Rating 


Comments 


Saginaw  399* 
Security  Bay  400* 


21 
26 


Washington  Bay  401 


Rowan  Bav        '  402* 


24 


21 


Eastern  half  of  VCU  is  roaded 
extensively.     Several  small 
islands  located  in  bay. 
Steeply-sloping  and 
highly -dissected  terrain. 
Almost  impossible   to  road. 
Most  of  VCU  has  been  roaded 
extensively.     Mouth  of  Rowan 
Bay  has  several  small  islands. 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     Histoiry:     North  Kuiu  Island  was  claimed  by  several  clans  of  the  Kake 
Tlingit.     Evidence  of  their  use  is  indicated  by  the  remains  of  village 
sites,    temporary  camps,   fort  sites,   garden  sites,    fish  weirs,  pictographs. 
petroglyphs  and  bark- stripped  trees.     Security  and  Saginaw  Bays  were 
heavily  used  prior  to  1870.     These  bays  are  still   important  for  gathering 
subsistence  items.     Historic  use  of  the  area  is  evidenced  by  the  remains  ot 
a  herring  reduction  plant  in  Washington  Bay,   and  fox  farms  and  troller 
camps  in  Security  and  Saginaw  Bays. 

Since  1960,   North  Kuiu  Island,   which  includes   this  roadless  area,   has  been 
a  contingency  area  for  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  long-term  timber  sale. 
A  logging  camp  was  developed  at  nearby  Rowan  Bay  in  support  of  logging 
operations,   and  is  still  active  with  up  to  130  seasonal  occupants. 
Extensive  road  development  and  logging  has  occurred  east  of  this  area. 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Security  Roadless  Area  is   located  on  the 
northwest  side  of  Kuiu  Island  bordering  on  Chatham  Strait.      It   is  accessed 
primarily  by  saltwater  and  bv  air.     Along  the  west-facing  slope,   a  secure 
anchorage   is  available  within  Washington  Bay,    the  remaining  coastline  is 
rocky  and  open  to  marine  weather.     Both  Security  and  Rowan  Bays  have  good 
anchorages.      It  is  possible   to  land  floatplanes  within  Washington  Bay  and 
also   in  adjacent  Securitv  and  Rowan  Bays.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for 
landing  wheeled  aircraft.     There   is  no  ferry  service  to  Kuiu  Island. 
Access   is  possible  by  road  and  boat  from  Rowan  Bay  for  local  residents  of 
the  Rowan  Bay  logging  camp.     There   is  a  regularly  scheduled  mail   fligb.t  to 
Rowan  Bay,   but  there  are  no  visitor  services  such  as  rental  vehicles  or 
boats . 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  coastal  area  is  characterized  by  steep, 
heavily-dissected  slopes,   rocky  beaches,   and  numerous  streams  cascading 
directly  into  saltwater.     Security  and  Rowan  Bays  have  terrain  more  gently 
sloping  Co  the  water,  which  is  characteristic  of  glaciated  valleys. 
Elevations  range  from  sea  level  to  3,000  feet.     This  area  is  classified  as 
part  of  the  Kupreanof  Lowlands  character  type,  but  displays  some 
distinctive  characteristics  similar  to  those  of  the  Baranof  Highlands  along 
the  exposed  coastline.     Small  islands  account  for  339  acres  of  this  area, 
while  freshwater  lakes  make  up  another  279  acres.     Alpine  covers  637  acres, 
and  rock  covers  2,789  acres.     The  area  contains  56  miles  of  shoreline  on 
saltwater . 

(5)  Ecosystetn: 

(a)  Classification:'    The  area  is  in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  bv 
rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas,   but  mav  have 
localized,   rugged  terrain.     The  west-facing  side  of  Securitv  Roadless 
Area  is  typical  of  the  exposed,  moderate-energy  shoreline  facing  west 
and  south  along  major  waterways  of  Southeast  Alaska.     There  are  no 
known  areas  of  unique  or  uncommon  plant/soils  associations  or  geologic 
formations  in  the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     The  area  is  typical  of  a  mountain  hemlock  plant 
community  above  an  elevation  of  2,000  feet,  with  relatively  little 
interspersed  muskeg  (40  acres) . 

There  are  approximately  35,485  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  23,762 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land. 
24,256  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  4,307  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.      In  general,   well-  or 
moderate ly -we  11 - drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  verv  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting; 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic   layers  and  the   top  tew 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  -are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wet. 
but  are  never  dry. 
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More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumula C ions 
of  organic  matter  and  range   from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostly 
shallow,   verv  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rocky. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (I9S3).  These 
ratings  describe   the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish 
and  es tuar ies . 

VCU's  rated  high  in  commercial  fish  values  include  399,   400,   and  402. 
Those  rated  in  high  in  estuary  values  include  400  and  402. 

Rowan  Bay  includes  Rowan  Creek  which  is  a  popular  sport  fishing  stream 
and  is  regularly  used  by  residents  of  the  Rowan  Bay  logging  camp. 
Security  Creek,   Rowan  Creek,   and  Browns  Creek  are  primary  contributors 
to  fish  production  in  Rowan  and  Security  Bays. 

Nine  ADF&G  numbered  salmon  producing  streams  are  present  in  the  area. 
Security  Creek  is   the  best  producer  with  an  average  annual  peak 
escapement  of  15.200  pink  and  9,200  chum  salmon.     The  stream  also  has 
good  runs  of  coho  and  steelhead.     The  other  streams  are  minor 
producers   in  comparison. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  salt  chuck  at   the  head  of  Security  Bay  is 
known  for  high-quality  waterfowl  hunting.     Black  bear  populations  on 
Kuiu  attract  numerous  hunters. 


(f)     Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  area  was  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation  (LUD)  4  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   however,  no 
resource  management  activities  have  occurred  in  the  area  to  date.     This  is 
primarily  due  to  the  difficulty  in  developing  access   into   the  upper 
mountain  slopes.     Access  development  is  being  planned.      It   is   likelv  that 
road  construction  will  occur  along  both  sides  of  previously  unroaded 
portions  of  Security  Bay.     Personal  resource  use  by  logging  camp  residents 
currently  occurs  in  the  vicinity  of  Rowan  Bay  and  Security  Bay. 

Kake  residents  also  favor  waterfowl  hunting  in  Security  Bay.     Boating  and 
sport  fishing  are  popular.     Lack  of  cabins  or  commercial  overnight 
facilities  limits  use  by  fly- in  recreationists .     Security  Bay  is  a  popular 
anchorage  for  commercial  fishermen.     A  fish  buying  station  is  normallv 
established  there  every  year. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  west- facing  slope   in  cliis  auo/i 
appears  unmodified  from  a  major  travelway  used,  by  both  cruiseships  .md  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway  ferry  system   (Sensitivity  Level   1   travel  route"). 
Several  clearcuts  are  visible  from  within  Rowan  and  Securitv  Bavs . 
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About  97  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  natural  appearing,  where  only 
ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)   Type  I). 
The  remaining  three  percent  is   in  EVC  Type  V  where  changes   in  the  landscape 
are  obvious   to  the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

Fifty  percent  of  this  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type) ,   37  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  chat  is  common 
for  the  character  type),   and  the  remaining  13  percent  is   in  Variety  Class  C 
(possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape  diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     Areas  east  of  and  adjacent  to 
Security  Roadless  Area  are  heavily  modified  by  past  and  present  timber 
harvest  activities  centered  around  Rowan  Bay.     Forest  Road  6402,   which  runs 
north  from  Rowan  Bay,   connects  with  Security  and  Saginaw  Bays.  It 
continues  to  serve  as  a  major  access  route  for  hauling  logs.  Modifications 
on  lands  adjacent  to  this  route  will  continue  to  occur  under  current 
management  direction  as  the  area  is  in  LUD  4  and  is  a  part  of  the  Alaska 
Pulp  Corporation  long-term  timber  sale  contract  area.     The  State  has 
selected  land  in  Security  Bay  for  a  future  marine  park.     A  private 
residence  also  exists  there. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  area  includes  all 
of  Security  Bay,  Washington  Bay,   a  portion  of  Rowan  Bay  and  two  Lighthouse 
Reserves -- one  south  of  Washington  Bay  and  one  near  Kingsmill  Point.  The 
area  contains  seven  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  6,371  acres. 
The  most  important  of  these  recreation  places  includes  the  salt  chuck  at 
the  head  of  Security  Bay  which  is  known  particularly  for  good  waterfowl 
hunting.     The  presence  of  anchorage  sites  within  Washington  Bay  and  along 
shorelines   in  Security  Bay  and  Rowan  Bay  are  noteworthy. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  northeastern, 
northern,  western  and  southern  boundaries  of  this  area  are  surrounded  by 
saltwater.     The  remaining  portions  border  highly- roaded  and  modified 
terrain.     Feasibility  of  management  of  the  lower  slopes  adjacent  to  Rowan 
and  Security  Bays  in  an  unroaded  condition  is  low.     The  remaining  area  with 
steep  slopes  and  dissected  terrain  will  likely  remain  unroaded,  regardless 
of  this  classification,   due  to  infeasibility  of  road  construction.  Forest 
Road  6425  runs  parallel  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Security  Bav ,   and  cLearcut 
units  directly  adjoin  the  roadless  boundary.     Potential  for  development  of 
private  land  or  land  within  the  State  marine  park  could  also  influence 
future  manageability. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified.     Some  evidence 
of  past  occupancy  is  present  at  the  abandoned  fox  farms  located  on  adjacent 
islands,   and  at  the  fish  camps  and  the  cannery  sites  at  the  mouths  of  both 
Washington  and  Rowan  Bays . 
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(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  low  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Use  of  floatplanes  and  motorboats  may  disrupt  visitors 
for  brief  periods.     Noise  from  logging  trucks  on  the  adjacent  road  can  be 
heard  during  periods  of  harvest  activity.     Present  recreation  use  levels 
are   low.   and  generally  a  person  camped  along  the  shore  would  have  nioderace 
chance  of  seeing  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive  and  semi - pr imi t ive  non-motorized  recreation  opportunity; 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive     (P)  15.884 

Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  14,414 

Semi- Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  7,825 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  219 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  2,660 

Rural   (R)  100 

The  area  contains  seven  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC .   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPNM  1  1,122  140 

SPM  3  4,849  3,423 

RN  ,1  219  U 

RM  2  180  127 

TKere  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities.     This  area  opens  onCo  water 
features,   generally  allowing  the  visitor  to  feel  remote   from  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  human  activity.     Traveling  by  boat  into  the  area  requires 
extended  boating  time  in  exposed  waters,   challenging  the  skills  of  even 
experienced  skippers. 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
abandoned  cannery  sites,   fish  camps,   and  fish  traps  attract  some  visitors. 
If  facilities  are  developed  in  the  State  marine  park,    it  is  expected  tliat 
use  will  increase. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     If  a  ferry  route  were  established  to  Rowan 
or  Saginaw  Bays,   there  would  be  the  potential  for  construction  of  a 
boat  launch  directly  into  the  inner  bay.     This  would  open  up  a  new 
array  of  recreation  opportunities.     Potential  sites  exist   for  one  or 
more  recreation  cabins  or  shelters.     There  is  potential  for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  U'Lntor 
1985-86  identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects   in  this  area. 
Fish  enhancement  projects  continue  to  surface  and  there   is  pototitial 
for  additional  projects   in  this  area.     The  chum  salmon  popuIatLon  in 
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Security  Bay  may  be  enhanced  by  construction  of  egg  incubation  boxes 
at  a  unique  supply  of  spring  water. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   several  habitat  improvement  projects  are 
planned  in  the,  area.     These  projects   typically  consist  of  seeding, 
planting,   and  thinning. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  15,849  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  timber  harvest.     This  includes  2,375  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  13,355  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.  None 
of  the  area  is  second  growth  except  small  patches  near  the  cannerv 
site  where  pilings  and  fuel  were  obtained  from  1930-1950. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential  in  the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     This  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  any 
other  scientific  value.  , 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Activities  under  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  long-term  sale 
contract  will  increase  road  access  into  parts  of  this  roadless  area. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  would  have  ILctle 
effect  on  adjacent  roadless  areas  such  as  Bay  of  Pillars  and  the 
Tebenkof  Wilderness,    since  Security  is  separated  bv  saltwater  from 
these  areas.     Maintaining  portions   in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
some  recreational  opportunities. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     The  State  of  Alaska  selected  an  area  along  the 
eastern  shore  of  Security  Bay  as  a  State  marine  park.     Currently,  this 
park  has  no  developments.     Land  has  also  been ' selected  in  Rowan  Bav . 
just  west  of  the  present  logging  camp.     Private  land,    including  a 
private  residence,   is  located  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Security  Bay. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     South  and  adjacent  to 
a  small  portion  of  this  roadless  area  are  the  Bay  of  Pillars  Roadless  Area 
and  the  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness.     Essentially  all  of  south  and  east  KuUi 
Island  is  unroaded.     Across  Chatham  Strait,   about  10  miles   to   the  \vesr,  Ls 
the  South  Baranof  Wilderness.     These  areas  receive  light  use. 
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(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau 
Petersburg 
Ke  tchikan 


(Pop. 23, 729) 
(Pop.  4,040) 
(Pop . 12 , 705) 


100 
46 
130 


123 
86 
160 


Kake  and  Petersburg  are   Che  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
(3)      Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratoriiim  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  in  Wilderness  legislation  initiatives 
date  . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     With  the  exception  of  the  head  of 
Security  Bay,   there  has  been  little  interest  expressed  in  retaining 
the  roadless  character  of  unroaded  parts  of  Kuiu  Island. 

e .     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     North  Kuiu   (241)  ACRES   (GROSS):     9,741  ACRES   (NFS):  9,741 

GEOZONE:  SOI 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  19 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendi:\  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Saginaw  399*  23 

Security  400*  26 

Kadak  421*  22 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     The  area  was  within  the  territory  of  the  Kake  Tlingit, 
however  no  cultural  resources  are  currently  recorded.     This  is  probablv  due 
to  the  absence  of  cultural  resource  inventories  within  this  area.  The 
probability  of  cultural  resources  being  found  within  this  area  appears  to 
be  low,   as  it  does  not  lie  along  the  shore. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is   located  near   the  center  of 
the  northern  portion  of  Kuiu  Island.     Roads  surround  the  area  and  provide 
access.     Rowan  Bay,   a  logging  camp,    is   the  only  community  on  Kuiu  Islraid 
and  is  connected  to  this  road  system.     Kake,   the  nearest  town,    is  located 
on  nearby  Kupreanof  Island.     Access  to  the  roadless  area  is  by  chartered 
floatplane  or  boat  to  Kuiu  Island,   then  by  land.     There  is  no  regulauLv 
scheduled  transportation  to  this  area. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     This  roadless  area  is  characterized  bv 
rolling  terrain  with  drainages  in  all  directions.     The  area  consists  iiiostlv 
of  the  ridges  and  upper  reaches  of  these  drainages.     Elevations  range 
between  1,000  and  2,000  feet.     Generally,   slopes  are  gentle  with  little 
relief.     The  roadless  area  does  not  connect  with  saltwater.     .About  20  acres 
of  freshwater  lakes  are  found  in  the  area.     The  majority  of  the  area,      ,  u-*  L 
acres,   is  covered  by  forest.     Rock  outcrops  and  faces  cover  another  20 
acres . 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Aro.i 
Review  and  Evaluation  (tlARE  II)  . 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is   in  the  Central   Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling,    subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas,   but  may  have 
rugged  terrain   in  localized  areas. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  primarily  consists 
of  typical  spruce,  hemlock  forests.     Low- lying,   poo r ly - dra ined  portions 
of  the  area  are  muskeg. 

There  are  9,641  acres  of  forested  land,   of  which  8,739  acres  are 
commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,   7,536  acres 
are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  1,042  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
materials,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
modera te Iv -we  11 - drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,  .and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet, 
but  are  never  dry. 

More -poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/ or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg.  # 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  in  elevation,   are  luostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rockv. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  es tuaries . 

The  one  VCU  in  this  area  rated  high  for  sport  fish  is  421.  VCU's 
rated  as  high  value  for  commercial  fish  are  399,   400  and  421.  VCU's 
rated  as  highly  valued  estuaries  include  400  and  421. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     A  population  of  Sitka  black- tailed  deer  and 
black  bear  range  over  the  roadless  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 


(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     All  three  VCU's   (9,741  acres)  are 
allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  4,   which  provides   for   intensive  resource 
use  and  development. 
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Road  systems  and  Cimber  management  activities  surround  this  roadless  area. 
Hunting  is   the  primary  recreational  use.     Most  use   is  conce-ntrated  along 
the  road- access ible  outside  edges  of  the  roadless  area.     Overall  use  levels 
are  low.     There   is  some  subsistence  use  in  the  area. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  majority  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified.     The  remainder  of  the  area  has  been  heavily  influenced  by 
adjacent  management  activities,   mainly  clearcuts  and  roads. 

Forty  percent  of  this   roadless  area  was   inventoried  in  Variety  Class  3 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  type). 
The  remaining  60  percent  was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a 
low  degree  of  landscape  diversity) . 

Most  of  the  roadless  area  75  percent,   is  in  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC) 
I;   these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity,     EVC  V  accounts 
for  the  remaining  25  percent.     These  are  areas  in  which  changes   to  the 
landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major 
dis  turbances . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     Roads  and  timber  management 
activities  occur  on  all  sides  of  the  roadless  area.     Noise  and  sights  of 
vehicles  and  active  timber  sales  may  occur  periodically,   being  greatest  in 
magnitude  near  the  roads  and  lessening  as  one  moves  away.  Low-flving 
aircraft  may  temporarily  distract  visitors  in  the  area.. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     There  are  no  spec  in  1 

attractions  or  features  in  this  roadless  area.     The  area  contains  no  ^ 
inventoried  recreation  places. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area   is  bounded  op. 
all  sides  by  roads  and  timber  management  activities.     Some  of  the  cutting 
units  have   impacted  parts  of  the  core  of  the  roadless  setting.     There  are 
few  topographic  breaks  or  other  natural  features  to  define  the  area. 
Feasibility  of  management   in  a  Wilderness  condition  is   low  to  moderate,  duo 
to  the  amount  of  timber  harvest  activity  adjacent  to  this  roadless  are.i. 
Feasibility  of  management  in  an  unroaded  condition  is  moderate,   as  it 
maintains  traditional  opportunities. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified,   however  its  overall 
integrity  is  not  considered  pristine.     Adjacent  management  activities  have 
likely  impacted  some  of  the  natural  integrity  of  this  area.     The  irregular 
shape  of  the  area,   patterns  of  adjacent  timber  management,   and  roading  have 
also  impacted  the  area's  natural  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  moderate  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Vehicle  and  logging  traffic  occasionally  pass 
nearby  and  may  be  heard  and  observed  by  people   in  this   roadless  area. 
There  may  also  be  long  periods  where  no  vehicle  traffic  exists,   as  crjLLic 
is  generally  a  function  of  adjacent  or  nearby  timber  management 
activities.     Overall  recreation  use   levels  are   low,   being  higher  -ilonj;.  the 
fringes  near  roads.     Generally,   a  person  camped  or  traveling   inland  is 
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unTikelv  to  see  others.     Timber  harvest  or  other  activities   in  the  adjacent 
areas,  which  occur  periodically,  would  have  a  significant  impact  on  the 
opportunity  for  solitude  when  they  are  occurring. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides 

semi -primitive  recreation  opportunity  as  inventoried  with  the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum   (ROS)  System. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  5,031 
Roaded  Modified   (RM)  '  4,710 

No  inventoried  recreation  places  are  found  within  this  roadless  area. 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  opportunities  in  this  area.  The 
vegetation  and  the  rolling  nature  of  the  landform  do  allow  a  visitor  to 
feel  remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.     The  area  is 
difficult  to  access  due  to  the  logistics  of  getting  to  Kupreanof  Island, 
and  then  having  to  travel  inland. 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  The  are.; 
contains  no  known  features  of  special  interest. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:  There  is  some  potential  for  outfitter  and 
guide  permits.  There  is  also  potential  for'some  off-road  vehicles  to 
enter  the  roadless  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  are 
identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  Winter  1985-86,   wildlife  habitat  improvement  projects 
are  planned.     These  projects   typically  consist  of  seeding,  planting, 
and  thinning  for  browse  species. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  6,514  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  302  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  5,612  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use:     There  are  no  special  uses  in  the  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  low  minerals  potential. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
as  an  Inventoried  Potential  Research  Natural  Area  or  for  anv  other 
scientific  purpose. 
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(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential   for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  market  values.     A  road  system  and/or  logging  systems 
capable  of  harvesting  the  area  would  be  necessary.     Nearby  roads  coul 
be  extended  to  accomplish  much  of  this. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
opportunities  for  certain  wildlife  and  traditional  recreation 
ac  tivities . 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     Entirely  National  Forest  Systems  land. 

d.  Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  roadless 
areas  are  Keku,   Security,   Camden,   and  Bay  of  Pillars.     All  are  within  one 
to  eight  miles  distance.     The  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness  also  located  on  Kuiu 
Island,   is  about  15  miles  to  the  south  of  the  North  Kuiu  Roadless  Area. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  100  128 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  46  80 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  68  124 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  130  160 

Kake  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  lnitiaCL\-e 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Portions  of  the  area  are  traditional 
and/or  popular  recreation  areas. 

e.  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:   Camden   (242)  ACRES   (GROSS):     54,730  ACRES   (NFS):  54,730 

GEOZONE:  SOI 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central   Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  25 
a.  Description 

(,1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The   table  below  displays   the  VCU  i 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

Rowan  Bay 

402* 

21 

Pillar 

403* 

23 

Threemile  Arm 

419* 

22 

Port  Camden 

420* 

24 

Kadake ■ Bav 

421* 

22 

••--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:     Evidently  the  Port  Camden  area  was  claimed  by   the  Saqtunedi 
clan  of  the  Kake  Tlingit.      It  was  an  important  subsistence  area  and  sites 
include  a  village,   several  temporary  camps,   portage  trails,    fish  weirs, 
petroglyphs,   and  bark-stripped  trees.     Historic  period  activities  incUido 
log  dump  and  several  trapping  cabins.     This  area  has  been  part  of  the 
Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  long-term  timber  sale  area  since  I960.     .A  logging 
camp  was  developed  at  nearby  Rowan  Bay  which  is  still  active.     Up   to  130 
seasonal  occupants  reside   there.     Road  development  has  occurred  south  of 
this  area.     The  roads  which  connect  Rowan  Bay,   across   the   isthmus,    to  Pout 
Camden  and  Threemile  Arm  are  primarily  used  for  hauling  logs   to   the  log 
transfer  facility  at  Rowan  Bay.     Forest  Road  6402  was  constructed   in  L"''Su. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     Camden  Roadless  Area  is  primarily  located  on  a 
peninsula  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Kuiu  Island  and  borders  Keku  Strait 
and  Rocky  Pass.     It  is  accessible  by  saltwater  (from  the  community  of  Kake 
or  the  Rowan  Bay  logging  camp)  by  road  (from  Rowan  Bay  logging  camp")   or  by 
air.     Both  shores  of  Port  Camden  have  good  anchorages,   as  does  the  mouth  o 
Kadake  Bay.     Floatplane  landing  is  possible  within  both  Kadake  and  Rowan 
Bays.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft.     There  is 
no  ferry  service  Kuiu  Island.     Mail  flights  to  Rowan  Bay  occur  regularly, 
but  no  visitor  services  such  as  rental  vehicles  or  boats  are  available. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  useti  t 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Landforras  along  this  area  are  charac Ce r ized 
by  gently- rolling  hills  that  are  typically  short,   extremely  broken  and 
benched,   making  development  of  a  road  system  challenging.     Steeper  slopes 
are  forested,   but  muskegs  and  scrub  timber  are  very  common  on 

gent ly - s lop ing  to  mode  rate ly - s teep  hills.     The  area  contains   53  miles  ot 
shoreline  on  saltwater.     Freshwater  lakes  occupy  340  acres  and  small 
islands  account  for  180  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is   in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas.  Rugged 
terrain  may  be  found  in  localized  areas.     The  coastline  area 
represents  a  richly  varied  ecosystem.     The  isthmus  area  between  Port 
Camden,   Bay  of  Pillars,   and  Threemile  Arm  includes  several  naturallv 
occurring  springs,  which  adds  diversity  to  the  habitat. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Muskeg/scrub  timber  complexes   (120  acres)  are 
interspersed  with  mixed  conifer  plant  communities  on  excessivelv-wet 
sites.     Timbered  hill  slopes  are  dorainantly  western  hemlock,  Sitka 
spruce,   and  Alaska-cedar  plant  communities. 

There  are  approximately  53,791  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  30,4"^'' 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
27,284  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,936  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils   in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parep.t 
material,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wee. 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and  or  .iro.-.s 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumuia c ions 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostly 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rocky. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     There  are  eight  ADF&G  numbered  salmon  producing 
streams  within  the  area.     Kadake  Creek  borders  the  western  bound.irv  of 
this  area  and  constitutes   the  largest  single  drainage  on  Kuiu  Island. 
It  has  average  annual  escapements  of  12,600  pink  and  1,000  chum,  and 
good  runs  of  coho  and  steelhead.     It  supports  both  commercial  and 
sport  fishing.     Slippery  Creek,   on  the  west  side  of  Port  C.imdoii  5.;v. 
has  been  enhanced  with  a  fish  ladder,   providing  access   for  stocked 
Coho  to  the  upper  watershed.     Kadake  Creek  is  also  a  popular  sport 
fishing  stream  and  is  regularly  used  by  residents  of  the  Rowan  Bay 
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logging  camp,   as  well  as  supporting  an  outfitter  guide.      Egg  boxes 
have  been  placed  in  Port  Camden  Creek. 

Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan  (1973)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game   in  its 
Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).     These  ratings  describe  the 
value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish  and  estuaries. 

Two  VCU's,   403  and  ^21,   are   rated  as  high  value   for  sport  fish.  VCU's 
402,  403,   419,   -+20.   and  421  were  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial 
fish.     VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  estuaries  include  402,   419,  and 
421. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Port  Camden  Bay  represents  a  rich  ecosystem. 
It  supports  quality  waterfowl  hunting  at  the  head  of  the  bay,   as  well 
as  quality  habitat  for  black  bear,   fur  bearers,   marine  mammals  and 
bald  eagle.     The  Camden  area  is  readily  accessible  by  boat  from  Kake  , 
and  has  a  tradition  of  high  subsistence  use. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  entire  area  was  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation  (LUD)  4  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Flan,  however,  only 
limited  Forest  Service  resource  management  activities  have  occurred  in  the 
area,   such  as   fisheries  enhancement  projects.     The  area  has   low- value 
timber  stands  and  roading  is  difficult  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  Cirndt^n 
VCU.     The  Supplemental  EIS   for  the  1986-90  operating  plan  has  identified 

T roading  the  remaining  portion  of  Kadake  Creek  (VCU  421)   and  initiating 
roading  and  management  on  the  western  side  of  Port  Camden   (VCU  .  The 

area  receives  high  subsistence  use   from  the  residents  of  Kake. 

Both  Port  Camden  and  Threemile  Arm  receive  light  to  moderate  recreation 
use.     A  Forest  Service  public  recreation  cabin  is  located  at  the  mouth  of 
Kadake  Creek.     Two  portage  trails  provide  opportunities  for  canoeists  and 
kayakers  to  access  additional  recreation  areas.     The  Threemile  Arm  portage 
is  1.25  miles   long  and  connects  Port  Camden  with  Threemile  .Arm.     The   Bav  of 
Pillars  portage  is  one  mile  long  and  connects  Port  Camden' with  the  Bay  of 
Pillars.     Both  portages  receive  light  recreation  use  and  are  considered 
difficult . 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  roadless  area  appears 
natural.     Few  management  activities  are  visible  within  Port  Camden  and  from 
Frederick  Sound,   a  major  travelway  used  by  both  cruiseships  and  Alaska 
Marine  Highway  ferries. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (94  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred   (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC) 
Type  I).     Less  than  one  percent  of  the  area  appears  to  be  untouched  bv 
human  activity   (EVC  Type   II).     Less   than  one  percent  of  this   roadless  jrea 
is  EVC  Type  III,   where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  noticed  bv  the  average 
forest  visitor.     The  natural  appearance  of  the   landscape  remains  domin.uir. 
Less  than  one  percent  of  the  area  is   in  EVC  Type   IV,   where  changes   in  Che 
landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some 
attention.     They  appear  to  be  disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns. 
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Four  percent  is  in  EVC  Type  V  where  changes  in  Che  landscape  are  obvious  to 
Che  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

Fifcy-five  percenc  is   invenCoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape 
diversity  that   is  common  for  the  character  type)   and  the  remaining  45 
percent   is   inventoried  Variety  Class  C   (possessing  a  low  degree  of 
landscape  diversity). 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Areas  west  and  adjacent  to  Camden 
Roadless  Area  are  heavily  modified  bv  past  and  present  timber  harvest 
activities  along  Kadake  Creek.     Forest  Road  6402,   which  connects  Rowan  Bay 
to  Port  Camden  and  Three  Mile  Arm,   was  constructed  in  about  1986.  It 
continues  to  serve  as  a  major  access  route  for  hauling  logs  and  timber 
harvest,   and  vehicles  can  be  heard  and  seen  in  parts  of  the  roadless  area. 
Occasional  marine  and  air  traffic  can  also  be  observed. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  area  includes  all 
of  Port  Camden,   Kadake  Bay  and  a  portion  of  Three  Mile  Arm.     Attractions  in 
this  area  include  a  Forest  Service  public  recreation  cabin  at  the  mouth  of 
Kadake  Bay;   and  two  trails  used  to  portage  between  Threemile  Arm,  Port 
Camden,   and  the  Bay  of  Pillars.     There  is  a  total  of  2.25  miles  of  trail  in 
the  area.     The  unique  feature  of  upwelling  springs  at  the  head  of  Port 
Camden  in  the  area  known  as  "the  isthmus"  provides  unique  habitat  and  adds 
to  good  waterfowl  hunting.     The  presence  of  good  anchorage  sites  along  both 
shores  of  Port  Camden  allows  visitors  to  stay  overnight.     Portage  trails 
between  three  major  bodies  of  water  allow  hikers  and  kayakers  recreation 
opportunities  not  found  elsewhere  on  this  island.     The  area  contains  LO 
inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  15,440  acres. 

T 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Frederick  Sound  forms 
the  northern  boundary  of  this  roadless  area.     The  southern  boundary  is 
formed  by  Forest  Road  6402  and  Threemile  Arm.     The  eastern  boundary  bordors 
Rocky  Pass  Roadless  Area,   and  the  western  boundary  directly  adjoins  die 
roaded  portion  of  Kadake  Creek.     It  is  likely  that  the  area  will  be  roaded 
in  conjunction  with  timber  harvesting. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified.     Roading  and 
timber  harvesting  adjacent  to  this  area  have  likely  had  an  effect  on  the 
areas  natural  integrity,  however  the  impact  is  not  considered  great. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  moderate  to  high  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  Kadake  Creek,   Port  Camden,   and  isthmus  areas.     Use  of 
floatplanes  and  motorboats  may  disrupt  visitors  for  brief  periods  in  all 
regions  of  Camden  Roadless  Area.     Noise  from  logging  trucks  on  the  adjacent 
road  system  may  be  audible  during  periods  of  harvest  activity.  Presetit 
recreation  use  levels  are  low. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive  and  semi-primitive  non-motorized  recreation  opportunity: 
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ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  (P) 

Semi  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


17,677 
15  ,334 
5  ,  882 
2,290 
12,533 


The  area  contains   ten  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


P 

SPNM 


2 
1 
3 
1 
3 


6,800 
1,000 
3,987 


914 
400 


SPM 

RN 

RM 


657 
2,996 


3,926 
468 
1,465 


There  is  a  recreation  cabin  at  the  mouth  of  Kadake  Creek  and  two  portage 
trails.     The  general  character  of  the  landscape  and  water  features  allows 
visitors  to  feel  remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity. 
Access  by  boat  into  the  area  requires  extended  boating  time  in  exposed 
waters,   challenging  the  skills  of  even  experienced  skippers. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
highly-productive  estuarine  habitat  at  the  head  of  Port  Camden  and 
Threemile  Arm  in  combination  with  natural  upwelling  springs  provide  a 
unique  combination  of  wildlife  species  and  habitat.     Fossil  hunting  and  tb. 
presence  of  petrified  tree  species  no  longer  indigenous   to  .Alaska  are  of 
special  scientific   interest  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Port  Camden.  Bear 
hunting,   crabbing,   and  fishing  occur  throughout  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Recreation  potential  for  the  Camden  are.i 
is  high,   access  being  the  primary  limiting  factor  for  increased 
recreation  use.     Several  potential  sites  exist  for  recreation  cabins. 
There  is  potential  for  additional  outfitter  and  guide  permits. 
Kayaking  and  canoeing  are   increasing  in  connection  with  the  recent 
establishment  of  portage  trails  and  an  brochure  on  kayaking/canoeing 
opportunities  in  the  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  identifies  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects   in  this  area. 
Potential  exists  for  a  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  coho 
salmon  returning  to  habitat  above  the  Slippery  Creek  fishway. 
Stocking  of  this  stream  has  begun. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,  amended  1985-86,  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned  Ln  cb 
area.     These  projects   typically  consist  of  deer  range   iiiiprovenient . 
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(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  23,973  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  timber  harvest.     This   includes   2,097  acres  ot 
riparian  old  growth,   and  21,636  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 
None  of  the  area  is  second  growth  except  for  small  patches  along  the 
west  shore  of  Port  Camden  where  beach  logging  occurred. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  There  are  no  land  use  authorizations  in 
this  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no   inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential   in  the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  site  along  the  eastern  shore 
of  Port  Camden,  where  fossils  have  been  located,    is  an  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Area,   and  is  of  special  scientific 
interest . 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Long-term  timber  sales  on  Kuiu  Island  may  result  in  increased 
reading  of  Kuiu  Island,  which  may  provide  additional  access  to  parts 
of  the  Camden  Roadless  Area. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  would  likely 
benefit  the  adjacent  Rocky  Pass  and  Bay  of  Pillars  Roadless  Areas,  and 
existing  recreation  opportunities.     It  is  most  likely,   however,  tliac 
this  will  not  occur. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     Entirely  National  Forest  Systems  land. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Rockv  Pass 
Roadless  Area,    to  the  east,   directly  adjoins  the  Camden  Roadless  .Area.  Bav 
of  Pillars  Roadless  Area  and  the  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness  adjoin  the  Camdt^M 
area  to  the  southwest,   separated  by  one  logging  road.     These  areas  receive 

1 ight  use . 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility)  :  .Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


ComiDunity 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop 

Petersburg  (Pop 

Wrangell  (pop 

Ketchikan  (pop 


23  ,  729) 
4,040) 
2,836) 

12 , 705) 


100 
46 
72 

140 


123 
80 
95 

170 


Kake  and  Petersburg  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Hitj.hw.iy. 
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(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"   area  in  legislative   initiatives   to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Port  Camden  is  a  high  interest  area. 
Previous  attempts  to  road  and  develop  a  log  transfer  facility  along 
the  eastern  side  of  Port  Camden  met  with  high  public  resistance. 

c .      Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Rocky  Pass   (243)  ACRES   (GROSS):     79,556  ACRES   (NFS):  78,976 

GEOZONE:     501  and  SIO 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE;     General  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  26 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  i, 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Keku  398*  23 

Cathedral  425*  14 

Big  John  427  .  26 

Rocky  Pass  428  25 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 


(2)     History:     The  Keku  Strait  area  was  used  by  both  the  Kake  and  Kuiu 
'Tlingit.     Former  sites  include  temporary  camps,   garden  areas,    fish  weirs, 
and  for-t  sites.     A  Tlingit  site  at  Irish  Creek  has  been  radiocarbon  d.iced 
to  about  300  B.C.     The  area  was  used  in  historic   times   for  fox  farms, 
trapping  cabins  and  temporary  camps.     The  portion  of  this   roadless  area  op. 
Kuiu  Island  has  been  part  of  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  long-term  timber 
sale  area  since   1960,   although  no  activities  have  ever  been  scheduled.  .A 
logging  camp  was  developed  at  nearby  Rowan  Bay,   and  is  still  active.     Up  to 
130  seasonal  occupants  reside  there.     Road  development  has  occurred  to  die 
south,  along  the  northern  shore  of  Threemile  Arm.     Forest  Road  6434  is 
scheduled  to  be  extended  along  this  shore  to  the  end  of  Threemile  Arm  with 
one  of  the  Alternatives  in  the  Supplemental  EIS  for  1981-90  APC  operating 
period.     This  road  would  reach  within  one -half  mile  of  the  lower  end  of  the 
Rocky  Pass  Roadless  Area. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(3)  LocaCion  and  Access:     Rocky  Pass  Roadless  Area  lies  east  of  che  Camden 
Roadless  Area  on  Kuiu  Island,   and  west  of  Che  South  Kupreanof  Roadless  Area 
on  Kupreanof  Island.      It  is  accessed  primarily  by  saltwater  via  boat  or  by 
float  plane.     Several  good  anchorages  are  located  along  the  pass.  There 
are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft.      Forest  Road  6040 
adjoins  Rocky  Pass  Roadless  Area  near  the  head  of  McNaughton  Bay, 
connecting  to  Kake ,   approximately  15  miles  away.     There   is  no  ferrv  service 
to  Kuiu  Island,   although  a  ferry  stops   in  Kake,   which   is  on  Kupreanof 
Island.     There   is  a  regularly  scheduled  mail  flight  to  Rowan  Bav .   bieit  tliere 
are  no  visitor  services  such  as  rental  vehicles  or  boats. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Landforms  along  this  area  are  characterized 
by  rolling  to  moderately  steep  hills,   typically  less  than  1,500  feet  in 
elevation.     Hill  slopes  are  short  and  extremely  broken  or  benched.  Unlike 
most  roadless  areas  which  are  separated  by  waterways,    this  roadless  area 
encompasses  a  waterway.     The  narrow  and  often  shallow  waterway  has  scores 
of  small  islands  and  rocks.     In  addition,    the  surrounding  landform  is  an 
important  backdrop  in  this  setting.     The  area  contains   171  miles  of 
saltwater  shoreline.     Small  islands  account  for  a  total  of   1,853  acres, 
while   lakes  cover  another  130  acres.     Alpine  covers  about  20  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generallv  characterized  bv 
rolling,   subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas,   but  mv  have 
localized,   rugged  terrain.     This  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the 
Kup  reanof  Lowlands  character  tvpe  which  is  noted  for  the  diversity  of 
shoreline  and  associated  groups  of  small  islands. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Muskeg/scrub  timber  complexes   (2,849  acres'!  on 
excessively-wet  areas  are   interspersed  with  mixed  conifer  plant 
communities  on  better-drained  sites.     Timbered  hill  slopes  are 
dominated  by  western  hemlock,   sitka  spruce,   and  Alaska-cedar  plant 
communities . 

There  are  approximately  74,591  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  3^^531 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
36,077  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,014  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils   in  this  area  are   formed  in  a  wide  varietv  of  parenr 
material,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  ov 
moderately  - we  1 1 - dr a ined  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  verv  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the   top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   sometimes  wet. 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and  or  are. is 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accuniu  L;  c  ions 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg . 
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Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostly 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rocky. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Thirteen  ADF&G  numbered  salmon  producing  streams 
are  present.     Many  of  the  streams  have  upper  watersheds  outside  of  ch 
area.     The  largest  salmon  producers  are  Big  John  Creek,    Irish  Creek, 
and  Tunehean  Creek.     Average  peak  escapement  for  pink  salmon  is  1,100 
for  Big  John  Creek,   and  23,600  for  Tunehean  Creeks.      Escapem.ents  of 
chum  are  1,000  Tunehean  Creek,   1,500  for  Irish  Creek,   and  500  for  5ii 
John  Creek.     A  fish  ladder  was  constructed  on  Irish  Creek  to  allow 
passage  of  pink,   coho,   chum,   and  steelhead  to  the  upper  watershed. 
Streams  in  Che  area  also  have  good  runs  of  coho. 

Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan  (1978)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  in  its 
Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).     These  ratings  describe  the 
value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish  and  estuaries. 

There  are  two  VCU's  which  are  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish. 
These  are  425  and  428.     VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial 
fish  are  425,   427,   and  428.     VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  estuaries 
include  425,   427,   and  428.  " 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Several  eagle  nest  trees  dot  the  shores  from 
Big  John  Bav  south  through  Rocky  Pass.     Large   flocks  of  ducks  and 
geese  use  this  area  during  their  fall  migrations.     Many  of  the  small 
islands  show  sign  of  otter  activity. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     Most  of  the  area  ( 74 , 162  ac res )  was 
allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   2   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan.     Another  4,654  acres  was  allocated  to  LUD  4,   and  a  small  amount 
allocated  to  LUD  3,   159  acres.     A  fish  pass,    two  recreation  cabins,   a  shor 
trail,   and  an  offshore  oyster  farm  are  the  only  major  management  activicie 
in  the  area.     There  is  State  land  on  High  Island.     The  Coast  Guard  once 
maintained  navigation  aids  for  smaller  vessels,  but  these  have  since  been 
removed.     A  high  degree  of  challenge  and  skill   is  needed  to  navigate 
amongst  the  scenic  array  of  rocks  and  islands. 

At  one  time   it  was  proposed  that  a  road  be  built  across  Rocky  Pass  watervj 
at  High  Island,   which  would  then  tie  together  Kuiu  and  Kupreanof  Islands. 
This  is  still  a  possibility,  but  not  likely  in  the  near  future. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness) :     Most  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified  from  travel  routes  in  Rocky  Pass. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (97  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  wher 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC1 
Type   I).     Less   than  one  percent  appears   in  EVC  tvpes   II,    III.    IV  and  V. 

Nine  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  .A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that   is  unique   for  the  character  tvpt^V  2-4 
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percent   is   inventoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape  diversity  that 
is  common  for  the  character  type)   and  the  remaining  67  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C   (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):  A  road  from  Kake  and  timber 
harvest  areas  lies  along  the  northern  boundary  of  this  roadless  area. 
Light  marine  and  air  traffic  occur  within  the  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     This  area   is  pri"ed  for 
its  geologic  diversitv,   and  is  a  prime  area  for  rock  hounds   to  visit.  B 
John  and  Devil's  Elbow  recreation  cabins  are   located  within  this  roadless 
area.     The  unmodified  nature  of  the  waterway  makes   this  area  attractive  for 
explorers  with  small  boats.     Overall  use  levels  are  light.     There  are  12 
inventoried  recreation  places   totaling  16,462  acres.     There   is  one 
developed  trail,   Big  John,   in  the  area.     Bear  hunting  and  sport  fishing 
occur  throughout  Rocky  Pass. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     Rocky  Pass  is 
surrounded  by  land  on  two  sides  and  opens  onto  Sumner  Strait  to  the  south 
and  Keku  Strait  to  the  north.     Forest  Road  6040  currently  approaches  the 
northern  boundary  from  Kake.     Forest  Road  6434,  which  connects  Rowan  Bav 
thru  the   isthmus   to  Port  Camden  and  Threeraile  Arm  is  planned  to  be  extended 
to  within  one-half  mile  of  the  southern  end  of  Rocky  Pass. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude  in 
the  Rocky  Pass  area.     Use  of  floatplanes  and  powerboats  mav  disrupt 
visitors   for  brief  periods.     Present  recreation  use   levels  are  moderate. 
Persons  camped  along  the  shore  are  generally  unlikely  to  encounter  .inoclier 
person,   but  might  see  or  be  visible   to  the  occasional   fishing  boat. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
primitive  and  semi -primitive  opportunities: 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  (P) 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Serai  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


51,155 
12, 783 
11,238 


40 
597 


The 


area  contains  12  recreation  places. 


ROS 


CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


P 

SPM 

RN 

RM 


4 
5 
1 
2 


8,725 
7,558 
40 
139 


3  ,  772 
5  ,078 
71 
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There  are   two  Forest  Service  recreation  cabins  and  one  developed  trail  in 
the  Rocky.  Pass  Roadless  Area. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  Rock 
hounding  for  agates  and  geodes ,   or  other  serai-precious  stones,   as  well  as 
looking  for  petrified  wood  and  fossils  are  popular  in  Rocky  Pass. 
Grassflats  and  waterfowl  hunting  in  the  major  estuaries  are  popular,   as  are 
sport  fishing  for  steelhead  and  salmon  in  Tunehean  and  Kushneahin  Creeks. 
Bear  hunting  occurs   throughout  the  area. 

One  of  the  main  features  of  the  Rocky  Pass  area  is   the  shallow  body  of 
water  that  is  only  navigable  on  high  tides  by  larger  boats.      It  is  one  of 
the  few  areas  in  which  nautical  charts  measures  feet  instead  of  fathoms. 

c.     Availability  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:  Recreation  potential  for  Rocky  Pass  is 
high,  as  there  are  opportunities  for  additional  recreation  cabins, 
trails,   and  outfitter  and  guide  permits. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  additional  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects 
are  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  for  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   deer  mitigation  habitat  improvemen|^  pro j ec ts 
are  planned  in  the  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  28,356  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  timber  harvest.     This   includes  1,518  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  26,599  acres  of  non- riparian  old  growth.  Moiii.^ 
of  the  area  is  second  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential  in  the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  anv 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)     Long- terra  timber  sales  may  result  in  increased  reading  of  Kuiu 
Island,  which  may  provide  additional  access  to  the  Rocky  Pass  Roadless 
Area.     Continued  development  of  road  system  south  of  Kake  would 
parallel  Rocky  Pass  and  could  make  future  management  of  the  area  in 
primitive  settings  more  challenging. 
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(b)  MainCenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  would  be 
beneficial   Co  both  Camden  and  South  Kupreanof  Roadless  Areas.     To  die 
south  and  east  are   the  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness,   and  East  and  South 
Kuiu  Roadless  Areas.     Some  of  the  East  Kuiu  area  may   incur  road 
construction  and  timber  harvesting  in  the  next  one  to  two  years. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     The  State  has  selected  605  acres  on  High  Island. 

d.  Relationship  to  Conuuunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  area  adjoins  the 
Port  Camden  and  South  Kupreanof  Roadless  Areas.     Other  roadless  areas  are 
contiguous  to  these,   including  the  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness  to  the  west,  and 
the  Petersburg  Creek-Duncan  Salt  Chuck  Wilderness   to   the  east.     Use   in  all 
of  these  areas   is  generally  light. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Conununity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  120  143 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  30  70 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,336)  70  75 

Ketchikan  (.Pop.  12,705)  145  175 

Kake  and  Petersburg  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highwav. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:  The  area  has  been  identified  as  a.  "moratoriuiu" 
area  in  legislative  initiatives. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Residents  of  Kake  have  a  cultural, 
traditional   interest  in  the  Rocky  Pass  area.     Recreat ionis ts  from 
Wrangell  and  Petersburg  frequent  the  area. 

e .  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January '31,  1990 


C-244 


INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Pillars     (244)  ACRES   (GROSS):     28,610  ACRES   (NFS):  28,570 

GEOZONE:  SOI 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  25 


a.  Description 


(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The   table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Rowan  Bay  402*  21 

Pillar  403*  23 

Camden  420*  --  Not  rated  in  1979 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 


(2)     History:     The  Bay  of  Pillars  area  was  claimed  by  the  Kake  Tlingit.' 
Evidence  of  their  use  include  the  remains  of  a  village  site,   garden  nrens  . 
a  portage  trail,   temporary  camps,   and  bark- stripped  trees.     .A  cannerv 
operated  at  Pillar  Bay  from  about  1930  to  1950,   and  employed  Native  peopiv? 
from  Kake  and  Port  Camden.     Several  fox  farms  were  located  on  the  isuiiuis 
during  the  1940' s,   all  of  which  are  abandoned,   as   is   the  cannery.  Oclier 
historic  sites  include  a  salmon  hatchery,    trapping  cabins,   and  tempo rv 
camps.     There  is  some  evidence  of  previous  habitation  or  use,   such  as  beach 
logged  areas,   at  the   inner  bay.     A  logging  camp  was  developed  at  nearbv 
Rowan  Bay  in  about  1973  and  is  still  active  with  up  to  130  seasonal 
occupants.     Forest  Road  6402,  which  is  the  north  boundary  of  the  area,  was 
constructed  in  1980  to  haul  logs  to  Rowan  Bay. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(3)  LocaCion  and  Access:     The  Bay  of  Pillars  area  is   locaCed  on  the  west 
side,  of  Kuiu  Island  bordering  Chatham  Strait.      It  abuts   the  Tebenkof  Bay 
Wilderness   to  the  south.      It  is  accessed  primarily  by  water  from  Pillar  Bay 
and  the  portage   trail  from  Port  Camden,   and  by  air.     Anchorages  are 
available  at  several  points   in  both  the  outer  and  inner  bays,   and  both  the 
inner  and  outer  bays  have  accessible  shorelines  suitable  for  landing  small 
craft.     Floatplane  landing  is  possible  on  the  inner  bay  and  Kutlaku  Lake; 
there  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft.     There   is  no 

i-  e  r  r  V  s  e  r  v  ice   to  Kuiu  Island.     Access   is  possible  by  road  and  boat  from 
Rowan  Bav  for  local  residents  of  the  Rowan  Bay  logging  camp.     There   is  n 
regularly  scheduled  mail  flight  to  Rowan  Bay,   but  there  are  no  visitor 
services  such  as  rental  vehicles  or  boats. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  Bay  of  Pillars  area  is  characterized  bv 
a  large,   open  bay  with  numerous  small  islands,   and  a  large   inner  bay 
connected  to  the  outer  bay  by  a  narrow,    rocky,   but  navigable  channel.  The 
inner  and  outer  bays  are  surrounded  by  peaks  and  ridges  which  average  about 
1,300  feet;   some  peaks  reach  over  3,000  feet.     The  outer  bay  is  subject  to 
occasional  strong  wave  action.     Kutlaku  Lake  is  a  major  feature  accessed 
from  the  south  arm  of  the  inner  bay.     The  area  contains  42  miles  of 
shoreline  on  saltwater.     Alpine  covers  1,135  acres  and  rock  another  1,035 
acres.     The  lakes  account  for  199  acres,   and  small  islands  another  776 
acres . 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     This  area  is  in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally  characterized  bv 
rolling,    subdued  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas,   but  mav  have 
localized,    rugged  terrain.     The  area  is  part  of  the  Kupreanof  LowLnids 
physiographic  region,  which  is  typical  of  Mitkof,   Kupreanof  and  Kuiu 
Islands.     This  region  is  noted  for  its  rolling  terrain,  glacial 
outwash  character  underlain  by  limestone.     The  area  also  Includes  some 
20  small   islands  and  exposed  rocks  which,   along  with  the  seven  miles 
of  tidal  shoreline,    is  typical  of  the  exposed,  moderate-energv 
shoreline  facing  west  and  south  along  major  waterways.     There  are  no 
known  areas  of  unique  or  uncommon  plant/soils  associations  or  geolos'.ic 
formations  in  the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     The  area  is  heavily  covered  by  spruce  and  hemlock  Co 
an  elevation  of  2,000  feet.     There   is  relatively  little  interspersed 
muskeg  (100  acres). 

There  are  approximately  24,568  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  20.5S6 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
18,556  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  1,712  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Bedrock  types  are  non-calcareous  sedimentary  rocks,  such 
as  mudstone,    sandstones  and  graywackes.     Bedrock  generally  weathers  to 
silty  or  loamy  texture  soils.     This  geographic  area,    the  Sedimenc.irv 
Hills,   comprises  one  of  the  most  productive   forest  areas  on  Kuiu 
Island . 
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Soils   in  this  area  are   formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent  material, 
including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,  well-  or 
raoderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate   to  steep  mountain  slope 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil   temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the   top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wet 
but  are  never  dry. 

More  -  poor ly- drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  aren 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands   to  open 
muskeg. 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostly 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rocky. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Six  ADF&G  numbered  salmon  producing  streams  are 
within  the  area.     The  most  important  are  Katlaku  and  Kwatahein 
Creeks.     Kutlaku  has  an  annual  average  peak  escapement  of  1,200 
sockeye ,   16,800  pink,   and  200  chum.     Kwatahein  has  an  annual  average 
escapement  of  3,900  pink  and  good  runs  of  coho  and  steelhead. 
Subsistence  fishermen,   mostly  from  Kake ,  harvest  sockeye  at  the  mouth 
of  Katlaku,   and  sport  anglers  are  beginning  to  fish  steelhead  in 
Kwatahein.     Kutlaku  Lake  contains  cutthroat  trout  and  Dolly  Varden 
char. 

Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the  Tongass  Land  .Management 
Plan   (1978)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game   in  its 
Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).     These  ratings  describe  the 
value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish  and  estuaries. 

One  VCU ,   403,    is  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish.     VCU's  rated  as 
highly  valued  for  commercial  fish  are  403  and  420. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Habitat  for  black  bear,   deer,  furbearers. 
land  birds  and  waterfowl  is  highly  valued  in  the  Pillars  area.  This 
area  has  been  identified  as  an  important  wintering  area  and  migrntioi', 
resting  area  for  waterfowl.     There  are  no  known  concentrations  ot 
marine  wildlife  or  sea  lion  haul-out  sites.     A  large  black  bear 
population  on  Kuiu  Island  attracts  numerous  hunters   to   this  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     All  of  the  area  was  allocated  to  LUD  2  in 
the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   however  few  Forest  Service  management 
activities  have  occurred  in  the  area.     The  outer  bay  is   frequently  used  ris 
an  anchorage  by  commercial  fishermen.     Personal  resource  use  by  logging 
camp  residents  occurs   in  the  vicinity  of  Rowan  Bav.     Some  of  this  resour>.-o 
use  occurs  within  the  Pillars  Roadless  Area.      Boating  and  sport   fishiiu',  ,-.ro 
popular.     Lack  of  cabins  or  commercial  overnight  facilities   limits  uso  liv 
fly- in  recreationists .     The  Bav  of  Pillars  Portage  Trail  connects   the  innor 
bay  with  Port  Camden.     This  one  mile  canoe/kavak  route   receives  liglit 
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recreational  use,  but  use  is  increasing  slowly  since  its  establishment  a 
few  years  back.  The  area,  especially  Katlaku  Creek,  is  used  heavily  for 
subsistence  by  Kake  residents. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  appears  unmodified  except 
for  the  remains  of  an  abandoned  cannery  on  the  south  side  of  the  outer 
bay.     Two  clearcuts  outside  the  area  are  visible  from  portions  of  the 
surface  of  the   inner  bav .     To  the  west,    the  steep-sided  bays   frame  views  of 
islands  and  trees   in  the  foreground,   with  Baranof  Island's  snowcapped  penks 
in  the  background.     The  enclosed  nature  of  the  area  tends   to  minimi~e  views 
of  modified  areas  outside  the  roadless  area.     The  area  is  not  visible  from 
present  ferrv  and  cruiseship  routes. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (97  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)  Type 
I).     Less  than  one  percent  of  the  area  appears  to  be  untouched  by  human 
activity  (EVC  Type  II).     One  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type  III, 
where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest  visitor. 
The  natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant.     One-half  percent 
of  the  area  is  in  EVC  Type  IV,  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  easily 
noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     They  appear 
to  be  disturbances  but  resemble  natural  patterns.     Less   than  one  percent  is 
in  EVC  Type  V  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average 
person,   and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

Twenty-two  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  tvpe'),  33 
percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversitv  th.ic 
is  common  for  the  character  type),   and  the  remaining  25  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  region  north  of  the   Bay  of 
Pillars  area  is  heavily  modified  by  past  and  present  timber  harvest 
activities  centered  around  Rowan  Bay.     Forest  Road  6402,  extending 
southeast  from  Rowan  Bay,    (the  Isthmus  Road)  was  constructed  in  about  19S0. 
and  skirts  the  north  side  of  the  inner  bay.     Traffic  noise   is  apparent  in 
the  bay  when  the  road  is  in  use.     Visually,  however,    the  road  is  mostiv 
screened.     Other  modifications  on  lands  to  the  north  will  likelv  occi.ir 
under  current  management  direction  as   the  area  is   in  LUD  4  and  subject  to 
long-term  timber  contracts. 

(9)  Attraccions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  area  contains  10 
inventoried  recreation  places   totaling  11,568  acres.     These  recreation 
places  include  Kutlaku  Lake,   the  Cannery  site,   and  the  inner  bay.  Fishing 
opportunity  on  Kwatahein  Creek  is  an  important  attraction  for  recreation. 
The  presence  of  good  anchorage  sites  attracts  boating  use  to  the  inner 
bay.     A  canoe/kayak  portage  trail  connects  the  Inner  Bay  to  Port  Camden 
(uninhabited)   on  the  east  coast  of  Kuiu  Island.     Rocky  pillar  formations 
can  be  found  in  the  bay.     The   tidal  rip  between  the   inner  and  outer  bav  Ls 
noted  for  producing  Whitewater  wave  action,   a  thrill   for  canoeists  and 
kayakers . 
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b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:  The  area  is  relativelv 
enclosed  by  topographic  divides  and  feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadies 
condition  is  high.  Forest  Road  6402  comes  to  wichin  a  few  hundred  feet 
distance  of  the  Inner  Bay  and  has  reduced  the  manageabilitv  of  the  area  in 
a  primitive  setting.  Development  of  private  land  on  the  cannery  site  coul 
influence  future  management. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified.      Evidence  of 
old  structures   include  several  abandoned  fox  farms  on  islands   in  the  outei" 
bay,   and  the  cannery  site.     The  Pillar  Bay- Port  Camden  Trail  has  a  ;iiinor 
impact  on  the  area's  natural  integrity.     The  road  on  the  north  side  of  the 
inner  bay  has  also  impacted  the  area's  natural  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     At  times,   use  of  floatplanes  and  powerboats  may  disrupt 
visitors  for  brief  periods.     Noise  from  logging  trucks  on  the  adjacent  roa 
is  audible  during  periods  of  harvest  activity.     Present  recreation  use 
levels  are  low,   and  generally  a  person  camped  in  either  the  inner  or  outer 
bay  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive,   and  semi-primitive  motorized  recreation  opportunities: 


ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive   (P)  22,358 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  4,713 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  60 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  1,434 


The  area  contains  ten  recreation  places. 


ROS  CIASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


P  5  •                ■           8,222  1,870 

SPM  2  2,210  1,126 

RN  1  60  4  3 

RN  2  1,076  992 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  except  for  the  canoe  portage 
trail.     The  enclosed  character  of  the  water  features  in  the  area  generally 
allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  human 
activity.     Access  by  boat  into  the  area  requires  extended  boating  time  in 
exposed  waters,   and  entering  the  Inner  Bay  requires  boating  skill  and  may 
present  great  risk.     The  presence  of  black  bears  also  presents  a  degree  on" 
challenge  and  a  need  for  woods  skills  and  experience. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 

abandoned  cannery  site  attracts  some  visitors.  Sockeve  salmon  spawn  Ln^;,  in 
Kutlaku  Lake  are  a  seasonal,   ecologic  feature.     The  end 

bay  and  Che  rocky  pillar  formacions  are  also  actrrac  cions . 
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c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     A  potential  trail  corridor  exists  from 
saltwater  to  Kutlaku  Lake.      Potential  sites  exist  at  Kutlaku  Creek  for 
one  or  more  recreation  cabins  or  shelters.     There  is  potential  for 
additional  outfitter  and  guide  permits.     A  potential  shelter  location 
has  been  identified  to  provide  safe  to  kayakers   traveling  between  this 
area  and  the  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness,    through  the  open  waters  of 
Chatham  Strait.      If  a  ferry  route  were  established  to  Rowan  Bay,  there 
would  be   the  potential  for  the  construction  of  a  boat  launch  directlv 
into  the  inner  bay  from  existing  roads.     This  would  open  up  other 
recreation  opportunities. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  Fisheries  enhancement  at  Kwatahein  Creek  occurred 
in  1989  with  construction  of  a  fish  ladder  to  make  the  upper  waterslied 
accessible  to  pink  and  chum  salmon. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As   identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   deer  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned 
in  the  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  16,684  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable.     This  includes  1,334  acres  of  riparian  old 
growth,   and  15,250  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.     Verv  little  of 
the  area  is  second  growth.     Small  patches  of  second  growth  exist  near 
the  cannery  site  where  pilings  and  fuel  were  obtained  from   1930-  1950. 
and  near  Katlaku  Creek. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     Two  electronics  sites  are  located 
adjacent  to  or  just  within  the  roadless  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential  in  this  roadless  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas,   and  has  not  been  identified  for  anv 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  Long-term  timber  sales  on  Kuiu  Island  mav  increase  road  access  on 
Kuiu  Island,   and  in  particular  to  the  Bay  of  Pillars  area. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  enhances 
management  of  the  adjacent  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness.      It  would  provide 
enhanced  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  in  the 
Wilderness  and  in  the  general  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  historv. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 
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(e)     Land  Status:     There  are  80  acres  of  private  land  within  the 
area.     This  site  contains  the  remains  of  a  cannery  abandoned  in  about 
1950. 

d.  Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Tebenkof  Bay 
Wilderness   is  adjacent   to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Pillar  Roadless 
Area.     The  Port  Camden  Roadless  Area  is  just  across  Forest  Road  6402   to  th 
north.     South  Baranof  Wilderness   is  across  Chatham  Strait  about   10  miles  t 
the  west.     These  areas  receive  light  use. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  110  148 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4.040)  56  100 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  72  145 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  130  170 

Kake ,   Petersburg,   and  Wrangell  are  the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine 
H  i  ghway . 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:  The  area  has  been  identified  as  a  "moratorium 
area  and  has  been  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative   in  i  c  ia  t  ivi.^s  . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     There  is  strong  interest  on  the  part  of 
inhabitants  of  some  local  communities  to  retain  the  roadless  characc.-' 
of  unroaded  parts  of  Kuiu  Island. 

e .  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     East  Kuiu  (245)  ACRES  (GROSS):     45,271  ACRES  (NFS):  46,271 

GEOZONE:  SOI 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  26 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

Alvin  Bay 

416 

21 

No  Name  Bay 

417 

20 

Scheduled  for  reading  in 

Supplemental  EIS 

Seclusion  Hbr. 

418 

24 

Scheduled  for  reading  in 

Supplemental  EIS 

Three  Mile  Arm 

419* 

22 

Partially  roaded  VCU, 

-The  roadless 

area  includes 

only  part  of  this 

VCU. 

(2)     History:     The  area  was  used  by  both  the  Kake  and  Kuiu  Tlingics.  Fe'.v 
cultural  resource  inventories  have  been  conducted.     Recorded  sites  incIuJo 
temporary  camps,   garden  areas,   fish  weirs  and  petroglyphs.      In  I"93, 
Captain  Vancouver's  ended  his  first  explorations  in  Southeast  Alaska  at 
Conclusion  Island.     Historic  uses  of  the  area  included  fox  farming,  and 
trapping.     This  area  has  been  part  of  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  long-term 
timber  sale  area  since  1960.       A  logging  camp  was  developed  at  nearbv  Rowjn 
Bay  which  still  active,  having  up  to  130  seasonal  occupants.  Road 
development  has  occurred  to  the  north,   along  the  southern  shore  ot 
Threemile  Arm.     Forest  Road  6402  interconnects     Rowan  Bav  across  the 
isthmus  to  Port  Camden  and  Threemile  Arm,   primarily  for  hauling  logs   to  che 
log  transfer  facility  in  Rowan  Bay.     The  road  was  constructed  in  I9S6. 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:     East  Kuiu  Roadless  Area  lies  directly  east  of 
the  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness  on  Kuiu  Island,   and  borders  Keku  Strait.      It  is 
accessed  primarily  by  saltwater  via  boat  or  by  floatplane.     Several  good 
anchorages  can  be  found  in  Reid,  Alvin,   and  No  Name  Bays,   as  well  as  at  the 
head  of  Seclusion  Harbor.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled 
aircraft.     There  is  no  ferry  service  to  Kuiu  Island.     There  is  a  regularlv 
scheduled  mail  flight  to  Rowan  Bay,   but  there  are  no  visitor  services  such 
as   rental  vehicles  or  boats. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Landforms  along  this  area  are  charac  te  r  i::ed 
by  gently- rolling  hills   that  are   typically  short,   extremely  broken  and 
benched,   making  development  of  a  road  system  challenging.     Steeper  slopes 
are  forested,    intermixed  with  scrub  timber  on  gently-sloping  hills  and 
benches.     The  area  contains  91  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.  Small 
islands  make  up  3,791  acres  and  lakes  account  for  220  acres.     Alpine  covers 
about  600  acres,    ice  and  snow  80  acres,   and  rock  another  439  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is   in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  bv 
rolling,   subdued  topography,   and  localized,   rugged  terrain.  Highlv 
productive  forests  are  often  found  in  this  province,   especially  on 
limestone  and  marble  soils  derived  form  ancient  coral  reefs. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Muskeg/scrub  timber  complexes   (100  acres)  are 
interspersed  with  mixed  conifer  plant  communities  on  better-drained 
sites.     Timbered  hill  slopes  are  dominantly  western  hemlock,  Sitka 
spruce,   and  Alaska-cedar  plant  communities. 

There  are  approximately  43,973  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  il.JSS 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land. 
26,895  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  3,035  acres  are  ripariar. 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parer.c 
material,    including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Roocing 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,    sometimes  wee. 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  areas 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostlv 
shallow,   very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  ani-i  rooky. 
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(d)  Fish  Resource:     This  area  has  16  ADF&G  numbered  salmon  producing 
streams.      It  is  know  to  produce  coho,   pink,   and  chum  salmon.     The  best 
producer  may  be  the  stream  at  the  head  of  Seclusion  Harbor  with 
average  annual  peak  escapements  of  4,700  pink  salmon.     Generally,  the 
area  does  not  produce   large  numbers  of  salmon,   and  sport  fishing 
pressure   is  low. 

Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the  Toagass   Land  Management 
Flan  (1978)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game   in  its 
Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983K     These  ratings  describe  che 
value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish  and  estuaries. 

VCU  419  was  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish.     VCU's  raced 
as  having  highly  valued  estuaries  include  416,   417,   418,  419. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Salt  Lagoon-Seclusion  Harbor  has  a  unique 
combination  of  freshwater  and  saltwater,   making  it  valuable  habitat 
for  waterfowl,  black  bear,    furbearers,   marine  mammals  and  bald 
eagles.     This  is  also  true  for  estuarine  habitat  found  in  Alvin  Bay, 
Reid  Bay  and  at  the  head  of  Threemile  Arm. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  majority  of  the  area  (44,512  acres') 
was  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   4  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan,  however  few  management  activities  have  occurred  within  rho 
area.     The  Supplemental  EIS  for  the  1981-90  operating  plan  has  identified 
road  construction  into  No  Name  Bay  (through  VCU  418  and  417)    in  one  of  che 
alternatives,    from  Threemile  Arm.     A  small  portion  of  the  area   is   LUD  L 
release   (1,751  acres)   to  allow  for  transportation  system  development.  T\\c 
Alecks  Creek  Portage  Trail   is   four  miles  long  and  connects   the  Tebenkof  Bav 
Wilderness  to  Keku  Straits  on  the  other  side  of  the  island.     This  allovv's 
passage  by  canoes  and  kayaks  in  relatively  sheltered  waters.     There   is  also 
evidence  of  past  beach  logging  in  the  area.     A  Forest  Service  radio 
repeater  site  is  also  present. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness) :     Most  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified  from  major  travel  routes  in  Keku  Straight  and  Sumner  Strait, 
with  the  exception  of  areas  beach  logged  in  the  1960's. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (88  percent)   is  natural  appearing,  where 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC) 
Type  I) .     Less   then  one  percent  of  the  area  appears   to  be  untouched  bv 
human  activity  (EVC  Type  II).     About  one  percent  of  the  area  is   in  EVC 
Type  IV,   where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed  bv  the  average 
person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     They  appear  to  be  disturbances  but 
resemble  natural  patterns.     Eleven  percent  is  in  EVC  Type  V  where  changes 
in  the   landscape  are  obvious   to  the  average  person,   and  appear  to  be  major 
dis  turbances . 
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Ten  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type),  76 
percent  is   inventoried  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape  diversity  that 
is  common  for  the  character  type),   and  the  remaining  14  percent  is 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C   (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(3)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Adjacent  and  to   the  west  ot  the 
East  Kuiu  Roadless  Area  is   the  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness  area.     To   the  south, 
no  management  activities  have  been  initiated;   but  to  the  north,  road 
construction  and  timber  harvesting  have  been  extensive.     Forest  Road  o-*02. 
which  connects  Rowan  Bay  through  the  isthmus  to  Port  Camden  and  Threeuiiie 
Arm,  was  constructed  about  1986.     It  will  continue  to  serve  as  a  major 
access  route  for  hauling  logs,   and  has  the  potential  to  be  extended  into  No 
Name  Bay.     Timber  harvest  on  lands  adjacent  to  this  route  will  continue  to 
occur  under  current  management  direction. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  area  includes  all 
of  Alvin,   Reid  and  No  Name  Bays,   and  Seclusion  Harbor.     Attractions  in  this 
area  include  the  south- facing  sand  beaches  in  Reid  and  Alvin  Bays,   and  the 
Alecks  Creek  portage  trail  which  connects  No  Name  Bay  with  the  Tebenkof 
Wilderness.     There  is  a  total  of  four  miles  of  improved  trail  in  the  area. 
The  presence  of  good  anchorage  sites  within  each  of  the  bays  and  in 
Seclusion  Harbor  allows  visitors  to  "boat  camp"  overnight.  Seclusion 
Harbor- Salt  Lagoon  is  a  known  sport  fishing  area  for  pink  and  chum  salmon. 
The  area  contains  14  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  13,880  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  northern  boundarv 
is  the  roaded  portion  of  Threemile  Arm,   the  western  boundary  is  Tebenkof 
Bay  Wilderness,   and  the  eastern  boundary  consists  of  Keku  and  Sumner 
Straits.     South  Kuiu  Roadless  Area  is  to  the  south.     The  alternacives 
designed  in  the  Supplemental  EIS  for  the  1986-90  operating  period  identify 
continued  reading  and  harvesting,   possibly  into  Salt  Lagoon  and  No  Name 
Bay. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  majority  of  the  area  is  essentially 
unmodified.     Some  evidence  of  past  occupancy  is  present  at  the  abandoned 
fox  farms  on  islands  in  this  area,   as  well  as  past  beach  logging. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude  in 
the  East  Kuiu  Roadless  Area.     Use  of  floatplanes  and  powerboats  may  disrupt 
visitors  for  brief  periods.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low. 
Persons  camped  along  the  shore  are  generally  unlikely  to  encounter  other 
recreationists ,  but  may  see  or  be  seen  by  the  occasional  fishing  boat 
offshore . 
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(4)     Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation 

primitive   recreation  opportunity: 


The  area  provides  primarily 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  (P) 

Semi  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


36  ,  397 
2  ,440 
7  ,434 


The  area  contains  14  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


*  OF  REC.  PI^\CES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


P 

RM 


6 
8 


8  ,086 
5,795 


2  ,670 
9  ,  560 


There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities.     The  Alecks  Creek  Trail 
allows  the  visitors  the  opportunity  to  enter  the  Tebenkof  Wilderness  from 
the  east  side  of  Kuiu  Island,   affording  extended  canoe  and  kayak 
opportunities . 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
south- facing  sand  beaches  found  in  Reid  and  Alvin  Bays  are  unusual  for 
southeast  Alaska,   and  provide  for  good  beach  combing  and  picnicking.  Sport 
fishing,   and  bear  hunting  occur  throughout  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Recreation  potential  for  East  Kuiu  is 
moderate.     A  potential  recreation  cabin  site  has  been  identified  at 
the  head  of  the  Salt  Lagoon.     There  is  potential  for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  are 
identified  for  this  area  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  amended 
Winter  1985-86. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  amended 
1985-86  did  not  identify  any  habitat  improvement  projects   in  the  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  23,880  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  timber  harvest.     This  includes  2,117  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  20,705  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 
Some  of  the  area  is  second  growth;   such  as  small  patches  along  the 
shores  in  Reid  Bay,   No  Name  Bay,   and  Alvin  Bay  that  were  beach  logged 
in  the  1960's. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 
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(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no   inventoried  areas  with  high  miiiernl 
development  potential   in  the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  for  anv 
other  scientific  value. 


(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Long-term  timber  sales  on  Kuiu  Island  mav  result   in  increased 
road  development  on  Kuiu  Island,   which  may   increase  access    to  portions 
of  the  East  Kuiu  Roadless  Area. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  would  have  a 
beneficial  effect  on  the  adjacent  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness  and  South 
Kuiu  Roadless  Area  by  maintaining  primitive  recreation  settings. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     No  Name  Bay  is  a  proposed  State  land  selection, 
d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  area  adjoins  the 
Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness  on  the  west,   and  South  Kuiu  Roadless  Area  to  tl\e 
south.     These  areas  receive  light  recreational  use. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  110  150 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  56  75 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  72  135 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  130  160 

Kake  and  Petersburg  are   the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highwav. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:  The  area  has  been  identified  as  a  "iiiorator iui;i" 
area  for  Wilderness  consideration  in  recent  legislative  initiatives, 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Residents  of  Point  Baker/Port  Protection 
use  the  area  for  subsistence  crabbing  and  shellfish  harvesting.  There 
is  a  fair  level  of  public  resistance  to  developing  a  road  system  into 
No  Name  Bay . 


e.     Environmental  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     South  Kuiu  (246)  ACRES   (GROSS):     124,085  ACRES   (NFS):  124,065 


GEOZONE:  S02 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:  Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Malmesbury 

408 

27 

Bear 

409 

27 

Table 

410 

23 

Kell 

411 

27 

McArthur 

412 

22 

Affleck 

413 

21 

Amelius 

414 

22 

Beauclerc 

415 

27 

^--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     The  area  was  claimed  by  the  Kuiu  Tlingit  who  eventually 
settled  in  Klawock.     Evidence  of  former  occupation  includes  remains  of 
villages,   fort  sites,   cave  shelters,   temporary  camps,    fish  weirs,  and 
petroglyphs.     Historic  period  sites   include  a  saltery  in  Port  Malmesbury,  a 
cannery  in  Kell  Bay,   a  few  fox  farms,   temporary  camps,   and  remains  of  Coast 
Guard  occupancy  when  the  lighthouse  at  the  southern  end  of  the  roadless 
area  was  still  manned. 


(3)     Location  and  Access:     South  Kuiu  Roadless  Area  is  directly  south  of 
the  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness  area  on  Kuiu  Island,   and  borders  on  Chatham  and 
Sumner  Straits.     It  is  accessed  primarily  by  saltwater  via  boat  or  by 
floatplane.     Several  good  anchorages  can  be  found  in  the  numerous  bays  and 
inlets.     There  are  no  sites  suitable  for  landing  wheeled  aircraft.   There  is 
no  ferry  service  to  Kuiu  Island.     There  is  a  regularly  scheduled  mail 
flight  to  Rowan  Bay,  but  there  are  no  visitor  services  such  as  rental 
vehicles  or  boats. 


1./  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  Che 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongnss  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Landforms  within  this  area  are  varied  and 
represent  all  geomorphic  types  found  on  Kuiu  Island.     Gently-rolling  hills 
that  are   typically  short,   extremely  broken  and  benched,   are   in  stark 
contrast  to  the  sharply- ris ing ,  heavily-dissected  mountain  slopes  at  the 
head  of  Port  Malmesbury  and  Crowley  Bight.     Deep   islets  and  broken  terrain 
make  development  of  a  road  system,   which  would  interconnect  bays  and  islets 
to  a  primary  log  transfer  facility,   challenging  and  unfeasible.     The  area 
contains  226  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     Islands  make  up  1,238  acres, 
lakes  703  acres,   alpine  381  acres,   and  rock  1,445  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling,   subdued  topography,  but  may  have  localized,   rugged  terrain. 
This  area  displays  much  greater  relief  and  landform  variety  than  is 
typical  of  the  region. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Muskeg/scrub  timber  complexes   (320  acres)   cover  a 
good  portion  of  the  South  Kuiu  Roadless  Area.     Ridges  of  mixed  conifer 
plant  communities  are  interspersed  on  better  drained  sites.  Timbered 
hill  slopes  are  dominantly  Sitka  spruce/western  hemlock,  and 

more  -  poor ly - drained  slopes  consist  of  western  hemlock/Alaska-cedar 
plant  communities. 

There  are  approximately  118,364  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  ^6.  ^''2^'' 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
68,670  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  6,774  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  in  this  area  are  formed  in  a  wide  variety  of  parent 
material,   including  bedrock  and  glacial  drift.     In  general,   well-  or 
moderately-well-drained  soils  are  on  moderate  to  steep  mountain  slopes 
with  permeable  parent  materials.     These  soils  are  very  acidic,  have 
cold  soil  temperatures,   and  are  very  high  in  organic  matter.  Rooting 
is  largely  limited  to  the  surface  organic  layers  and  the  top  few 
inches  of  mineral  soil.     These  soils  are  usually  moist,   some t iines  wee. 
but  are  never  dry. 

More-poorly-drained  soils  developed  on  less-sloping  areas  and/or  are.;s 
with  impermeable  soil  materials.     These  soils  have  deep  accumulations 
of  organic  matter  and  range  from  scrubby  forested  wetlands  to  open 
muskeg . 

Alpine  soils,   generally  above  2,000  feet  elevation,   are  mostly 
shallow,  very  wet  organic  soils  or  are  extremely  shallow  and  rocky. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     This  large  area  has  34  ADF&G  numbered  salmon 
producing  streams.     In  general  the  area  is  a  good  producer  of 
anadromous  fish.     Two  of  the  best  known  streams  are  at  the  head  of 
Bear  Harbor  and  Kell  Bay.     Bear  Harbor  Creek  has  an  annual  aveL'at'.e 
peak  escapement  of  33,200  pink  salmon.     Kell  Bay  Creek  has  an 
escapement  of  21,400  pink  and  1,000  chum  salmon.     AIL   the  streams  h.ivo 
runs  of  coho. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE.  MANAGEMENT ' S ITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C  -  2  5  9 


Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan   (1978)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game   in  its 
Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983).     These  ratings  describe  the 
value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial   fish  and  estuaries. 

VCU  4'09  was  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish.     VCU's  rated 
as  having  highlv  valued  estuaries  include  409  and  412. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  area  displays  the  typical  array  of 
wildlife  found  on  Kuiu  Island,    including  black  bears,   deer,  furbearers 
and  waterfowl. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  area  was  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation  LUD  3   (83,814  acres),   and  LUD  4  (40,251  acres)   in  the  Tongass 
Land  Management  Plan.     No  road  development  has  occurred  within  the  area. 
In  the  past,   some  beach  logging  occurred  in  Port  Malmesbury,   along  the 
Affleck  Canal,   and  in  Port  Beauclerc.     The  Affleck  Canal  portage  trail 
connects  Petrof  Bay  in  Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness  with  Affleck  Canal.  This 
1.5  mile  route  is  difficult.     The  Coast  Guard  maintains  navigation  aids  in 
the  area,   and  once  maintained  an  access  trail  for  supplies. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     Most  of  the  area  appears 
unmodified  from  major  travel  routes   in  Keku  Straight  and  Sumner  Strait, 
wi'th  the  exception  of  areas  beach  logged  in  the  1960's. 

The  majority  of  this  roadless  area  (97  percent)    is  natural  appearing,  whvre 
only  ecological  change  has  occurred  (Existing  Visual  Condition  (.EVC) 
Type  I).     Two  percent  of  the  area  appears  to  be  untouched  bv  human  activity 
(EVC  Type  II) .     Less  then  one  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  EVC  Type 
III,  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  forest 
visitor.     The  natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  remains  dominant. 

Six  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  tvpeV  S" 
percent  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  cb.at 
is  common  for  the  character  type)   and  the  remaining  seven  percent  Ls 
inventoried  Variety  Class  C   (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape 
diversity) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     Tebenkof  Bay  Wilderness  and  East 
Kuiu  Roadless  Areas  lie  north  and  adjacent  to  South  Kuiu  Roadless  Area. 
Occasional  aircraft  and  marine  traffic  are  present.     The  Affleck  Canal 
portage  trail  provides  access  into  the  Tebenkof  Wilderness  from  Affleck 
Canal . 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  area  includes 
numerous  bays  and  inlets,   which  provide  many  anchorages,   and  beach  combing 
opportunities.     Sport  fishing  and  a  limited  number  of  outfitter  guides 
operate  from  within  the  roadless  area.     The  area  contains  12  inventoried 
recreation  places  totaling  26,684  acres.     There  is  a  total  of  1.5  miles  of 
improved  trail  in  the  area.     The  presence  of  numerous  anchorage  sites 
throughout  the  area  allows  visitors  to  "boat  camp"  overnight. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  northern  boundarv 
of  the  South  Kuiu  Roadless  Area  is  formed  by  Tebenkof  Wilderness  and  cl:e 
East  Kuiu  Roadless  Area.     To  the  south,   east  and  west,    it  is  bordered  bv 
Sumner  Strait  and  Chatham  Strait.     Due  to  the  dissected  terrain,    it  is 
highly  unlikely  for  a  road  system  to  be  developed  or  interconnected  between 
this  area  and  the  remaining  portions  of  Kuiu  Island. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:  The  area  is  essentially  unmodified.  Some  evidence 
of  past  beach  log  harvest  is  visible. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude  in 
the  South  Kuiu  Roadless  Area.     Use  of  floatplanes  and  powerboats  may 
disrupt  visitors  for  brief  periods,  but  this  occurrence  is  infrequent. 
Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low.     Persons  camped  along  the  shore  are 
generally  unlikely  to  encounter  other  recreationists ,   but  m i 2;h t  be  seen  bv 
or  are  able  to  see  the  occasional  fishing  boat  offshore. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
primitive  and  semi -primitive  motorized  recreation  opportunitv: 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  (P)  110,662 
Serai-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  13,403 

The  area  contains  12  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC .   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

P  8  22,233  3,787 

SPM  4  4,450  .  2,140 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities.     The  Afflecks  Creek  Trail 
allows  the  visitors  the  opportunity  to  enter  the  Tebenkof  Wilderness  from 
the  east  side  of  Kuiu  Island. 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  The 
prime  attraction  in  this  area  is  the  close  proximity  to  the  Tebenkof 
Wilderness  area  and  the  combined  primitive  settings  of  the  Wilderness  and 
the  roadless  area.     The  numerous  bays,    islets,   and  mountainous  terrain 
provide  ample  opportunity  for  isolated,   undeveloped  forms  of  rec roa r ion . 
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c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Recreation  potential   for  South  Kuiu  is 
moderate.     There   is  potential  for  additional  outfitter  and  guide 
permits,    trails,   cabins  and  shelters. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  are 
identified  for  this  area  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  amended 
Winter  1985-86.      Fish  enhancement  projects  continue   to  surface  and 
there   is  potential   for  additional  projects   in  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,  amended  1985-86,  no  habitat  improvement  projects  are  planned  in 
the  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  54,469  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable   for  timber  harvest.     This   includes  4,670  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  48,977  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 
Very  little  of  this  area  is  in  second  growth.     Second  growth  is  found 
only  in  small  patches  where  beach  logging  previously  occurred. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     A  special  use  permit  exists  for  a 
waterline . 

(f)  Mtnerals:     There  are  no  inventoried  areas  with  high  mineral 
development  potential  in  the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  area  contains  no  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas  and  has  not  been  identified  tor  anv 
other  scientific  value. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  Long-term  timber  sales  on  Kuiu  Island  mav  result  in  increased 
road  development  on  Kuiu  Island  which  may  increase  access  to 
individual  bays  of  the  South  Kuiu  Roadless  Area. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  condition  would  have  aid  m 
in  maintaining  the  primitive  settings  on  the  adjacent  Tebenkof  Bav 
Wilderness  and  East  Kuiu  Roadless  Area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  Systems  land. 
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d.     Relationship  to  Conimunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  area  adjoins  the 
Tebenkof  Bav  Wilderness  and  East  Kuiu  roadless  areas   to  the  north.  Tb.ese 
areas  receive   light  recreational  use. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Conununity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  145  170 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  55  65 

Wrangell  (Pop.  2,836)  60  65 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  135  165 


Kake  and  Petersburg  are   the  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratoritun  areas:  The  area  has  been  identified  as  a  "moratorium" 
area  in  current  legislative  proposals  for  consideration  as  Wilderness. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:  Residents  of  Point  Baker/Port  Protection 
use  the  area  for  subsistence  crabbing  and  shellfish  harvesting. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences  " 

I   ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:   Skagway-Juneau   (301)       ACRES   (GROSS):     1,209.259       ACRES   (NFS):  1,209,199 
Icefield 

GEOZONE:  C23 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Lynn  Canal  and  Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  R^\TING:  24 


Description 


(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  eva:luated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

ing  CommenCs 

Not  rated   in  1979. 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS 

White  Pass 

001 

Denver  Glacier 

002 

22 

Skagway 

003 

19 

Kasidaya  Creek 

004 

20 

Taiya 

005 

19 

Wishbone  Gl. 

006 

22 

Mt.  Bagot 

007 

22 

Dayebas  Creek 

008 

20 

Meade  Glacier 

009 

26 

Yeldagalga  Cr. 

010 

22 

Sinclair  Mt. 

Oil 

23 

Berners  River 

012 

25 

Lace  River 

013 

28 

Antler  River 

014 

24 

Gilkey  River 

015 

28 

Berners  Bay 

016 

23 

W . S  inclair 

018 

20 

Kakuhan 

019 

20 

Come  t 

020 

21 

Gilkey  Glacier 

021 

25 

Taku  Glacier 

022 

25 

Nugget  Creek 

030 

21 

Ptarmigan  Gl. 

031  ■ 

20 

Boundary  Creek 

049 

23 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongnss  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nation-wide  system  usetl 
to  rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(2)  History:       Past  uses  on  the  Juneau  Icefield  include  personal  sporting 
ventures  and  commercially  guided  ventures  related  to  technical  .  ice  and  rock 
climbing,    ski   touring,   photography,   and  camping.     Commercial  helicopter 
landing  tours  and  numerous   fixed-wing  craft  conduct  " f 1 ightsee ing"  tours 
over  the   Icefield  and  glaciers.     The  Oceanographic  Division  of  the  U.S. 
Army  had  conducted  research  on  the  Gilkey  Glacier  and  its  tributaries. 

Dr.   Maynard  Miller  has  conducted  glacial  research  through  the   Foundation  of 
Glacier  Research  across  the  entire  Icefield  for  approximately  fortv  vears 
and  is  continuing  this   research  to  date. 

The  Berners  Bay  area  has  evidence  of  gold  mining  activities   from  the  earlv 
1900' s,   and  several  old  farming  homesteads.     Two  mines,    the  Kensington  ntui 
Jualin,  have  recently  reopened.     There  are  five  people  with  cabins   in  tiie 
Berners  Bay  area  that  are  currently  applying  for  authorization  of  those 
cabins  in  the  pre-ANILCA  cabin  program. 

In  the  Denver  Glacier  Trail  area,   there  is  an  old  recreation  residence 
cabin  that  was  under  special  use  permit,   but  it  is  no  longer  being  used. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  Juneau  mainland  and 
is  bordered  by  the  Canadian  Border  to  the  east  and  north,   and  by  Lynn  Canal 
to  the  west.     The  southern  boundary  is  defined  by  the  southern  edge  of  the 
Juneau  Icefield  above  the  Taku  River  drainage.     Access  to  this  vast  area  is 
by  a  variety  of  means.     Railroad  access  is  possible  from  Skagway  north  to 
the  border  of  the  Yukon  Territory,  helicopter  and  airplane   (.both  floatplane 
and  occasional  ski  and  wheeled  planes)   are  used  to  access  manv  parts  of  cht.^ 
area,   and  boats  are  used  to  access   those  portion  of  the  roadless  area 
bordered  by  saltwater.     There   is  a  primitive  landing  strip  at  a  public 
recreation  cabin  near  the  Katzehin  River. 

Recreationists  can  also  access  portions  of  the  area  by  foot  from  trails  off 
the  Juneau  Road  System,   particularly  from  above   the  Mendenhall  Glacier  and 
from  near  the  Lemon  Creek  area  by  Camp  17  of  the  Juneau  Icefield  Research 
Project.     Two  trails  provide  access  from  the  White  Pass  and  Yukon  Railroad 
in  Skagway. 

The  Alaska  Marine  Highway  ferries  provide  access  to  the  communicies  of 
Juneau  and  Skagway  but  there  are  no  stops  within  the  roadless  area.  Lynn 
Canal   is  considered  a  major  travel  route. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  bv  a 
great  variety  of  geological  features  with  large,   massive  landforms. 
Uplands  are  generally  5,000  to  7,000  feet  in  elevation.     The  Juneau 
Icefield  is  the  predominant  landform  in  this  area  along  with  the  resultant 
glaciers.     In  the  Skagway  area,   the  Icefield  gives  way  to  dramatic  rock 
mountains  with  deep,   steep-walled,   U-shaped  valleys.     Along  Lynn  Canal, 
several  tidewater  glaciers   tumble  down  to  the  saltwater  between  precipitous 
cliffs  and  mountain  walls.     Hanging  glaciers  are   the  source  of  many 
beautiful  waterfalls.      Ice  and  snow  total  506,313  acres,   and  rock  covers 
263,858  acres  of  this  roadless  area.     Another  5,434  acres  are  inventoried 
as  alpine  environment,   and  993  acres  as  muskeg.      Freshwater   lakes  comprise 
3,699   total  acres.     There  are  60  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 
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Major  river  systems   in  the  area  include   the  Skagway  River;    the  Katzehin 
River;   and  the   Berners,    Lace,   Antler,   and  Gilkey  Rivers  flowing  into 
Berners  Bay.     The  Berners  Bay  area  is  characterized  by  these 

mode  rate ly - large  streams  whose  deltas  form  a  broad  intertidal  flat  and  flow 
into  the  shallow,    sandy  bay. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  primarily   in  the 
Lynn  Canal  Geographic  Province  which  is  generally  characterized  by 
rugged,   scoured  terrain  with  large  vertical  relief.     This  province  is 
the  driest  and  one  of  the  most  continental  environments   in  Southeast 
Alaska.     Extreme  rain  shadow  from  the  Chilkat  Mountains  and  St.  Elias 
Range  allows  extensive  development  of  fire  -  dependent  forests 
(lodgepole  and  birch),   and  the  southern  and  westward  extension  of 
boreal  forest  and  tundra  plant  species.     The  southern  portion  of  this 
roadless  area  (approximately  from  the  Taku  and  Lemon  Glaciers  south  to 
the  Taku  River)   is   in  the  Coast  Range  Geographic  Province.  This 
designation  is  characterized  by  rugged,   heavi ly - glac ia ted  terrain  with 
extensive  alpine  and  ice  field  environments.     Productive  forest  land 
is  usually  confined  to  river  valleys  and  marine  terraces. 

(b)  Vegetation:     For  much  of  this  area,  vegetation  is  not  present  in 
any  form  because  of  the  Icefield.     In  areas  that  have  been 
deglaciated,    the   land  is   in  various  stages  of  plant  colonization. 
Much  of  the  vegetation  occurs  in  valley  bottoms  and  at  lower 
elevations.     Lush  alpine  meadows,  western  hemlock/S itka  spruce 
forests,   some  cottonwood,   birch  and  subalpine   fir/mountain  hemlock 
forests  are   typical,   depending  on  elevation. 

There  are  approximately  131,826  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  6-+.S23 
acres  are  commercial   forest  land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  Umd, 
9,724  acres  are  riparian  old  growth  and  50,897  acres  are  non- riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     The  bare  rock  exposed  on  the  east  side  of  Lynn  Canal  is 
metamorphic  rock--slate;   schist,   and  marble.     This   rock  tvpe  is 
visible   from  Berners  Bay  north  to  Skagway.     Soils   in   tlie  Skagwav  .luv.^a 
are  characterized  generally  as  being  shallow  to  bedrock  soils 
primarily  of  organic  and  mineral  origin,   while   those   in  the  Berners 
Bay  area  may  range  from  well -deve loped ,   deep,   colluvial  soils  on 
moderate  to  steep  slopes  to  poor ly- drained ,   mineral  and/or  organic 
soils  on  benches  and  moderate  slopes.     Occurrences  of  muskegs  with 
reduced  productivity  occur  on  these  benches.     The  entire  area  has  been 
overridden  by  glaciers  with  a  predominance  of  glacial  materials 
throughout  but  especially  on  mid  to  lower  slopes. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Flan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (19S3'i.  These 
ratings  describe   the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport   fisli,   coniiiierci.il  fish, 
and  estuaries . 
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Two  VCU's  were  raced  as  having  the  highest  value   for  sport  fish  in  the 
roadless  area.     These  two  VCU's  are  Berners  River  (VCU  12)   and  Gilkey 
River  (VCU  15).     Berners  River  (VCU  12),   Berners  Bay  (VCU  16),  Nuggett 
Creek  (VCU  30) ,   and  Boundary  Creek  (VCU  49)  were  all  rated  highly  for 
commercial  fish.     There  were  no  VCU's   in  this  area  inventoried  as 
having  highly  valued  estuaries. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Populations  of  black  and  brown  bear  range 
primarily  at  the  lower  elevations  and  in  timbered  river  drainages. 
Moose  are  also  present,   especially  in  the  Berners  Bay  and  Kat~ehin 
drainages.     Good  mountain  goat  habitat  and  goat  populations  exist  on 
the  steeper  cliffs  and  mountains   in  the  entire  area.      Populations  of 
wolf  and  wolverine  also  exist  in  the  area.     Portions  of  this  roadless 
area  are  important  for  migratory  waterfowl. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species,   although  it  may  receive  some 
migratory  use  from  the  peregrine  falcon.     The  bald  eagle,   a  protected 
species,   is  found  along  the  coastlines  and  river  drainages. 

(6)    • Current  Use  and  Management:     This  entire  roadless  area  was  allocated 
to  Land  Use  Designation  2  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  which 
provides  for  management  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  state   to  retain  the 
wildland  character.     This  designation  permits  wildlife  and  fish  habitat 
improvement  and  primitive  recreational  facilities. 

In  1987,   a  Decision  Notice  and  Finding  of  No  Significant  Impact  for  the 
Management  Guidelines  for  Helicopter  Landing  Tours  on  the  Juneau  Icefield 
was  signed  and  issued  by  the  Juneau  Ranger  District.     These  management 
guidelines  authorize  helicopter  landing  tours  in  certain  zones  on  the 
Juneau  Icefield  at  varying  levels  of  use  and  disallow  landing  tours  in 
other  zones.     These  management  guidelines  were  only  for  helicopter  landing 
tours  and  did  not  serve  to  provide  guidelines  for  flightseeing  tours  or 
charter  tours  solely  intended  for  point-to-point  transportations. 
Helicopter  landing  tours  are  also  occurring  out  of  Skagway  on  the  Denver 
Glacier. 

Dr.  Maynard  Miller  continues  his  research  oh  the  Juneau  Icefield  througii 
the  Foundation  of  Glacier  Research. 

A  fish  weir  and  tent  camp  site  were  recently  authorized  to  Alaska 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,   Commercial  Fisheries  Division,   on  the  Berners 
River . 

Several  trails  provide  direct  access  into  the  area.     The  Laughton  Glacier 
Trail   (to  Laughton  Glacier  Recreation  Cabin)   and  the  Denver  Glacier  Trail 
are  in  the  Skagway  area;   the  Lemon  Creek  and  Nugget  Creek  trails,  and 
Heintzleman  Ridge  Route  are   in  the  Juneau  area.     Most  Icefield  use  occurs 
in  the  Juneau  area  and  is  accessed  by  helicopter  or  by  foot  from  the 
Mendenhall  Glacier  or  Lemon  Glacier  areas. 
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(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  vast  majority  of  the 
Icefield's  area  appears  unmodified  and  pristine  except  for   the  occasional 
camps  of  the  Juneau  Icefield  Research  Project.     The  Berners  Bay  area  is 
essentially  unmodified  except  for  the  adjacent  mining  operations  at 
Kensington  and  Jualin,   and  the  few  we  1 1 - sc reened  cabins   in  the  area. 

The  visual  character  type  of  this  roadless  area  is  Coast  Range.      Scale  of 
landforms  are  generally  large,   massive,   and  give  an  impression  of  great 
bulk.     Uplands  are  generally  5,000  to  7,000  feet  in  elevation  dissected  by 
deep,   steep-walled,   U-shaped  valleys.     Mountain  ridges  are  generally 
rounded  summits  but  are  surmounted,   at  times,  by  aretes  and  horns  rising 
8,000  to  9,000  feet. 

Fifty-five  percent  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type)  with 
44  percent  in  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is 
common  for  the  character  type) . 

Almost  100  percent  of  this  area  is   in  Existing  Visual  Condition   (EVC)  I; 
these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     Much  of  this  vast  area  is 
comprised  of  the  Juneau  Icefield  and  receives  little  influence  from 
external  factors.     The  Juneau  Icefield  receives  some  visual  and  auditory 
impacts  from  flightseeing  tours,   regular  aircraft  travel  routes  and 
occasional  helicopter  charters.     When  on  the  Icefield,    the  only  human 
influence  would  be  primarily  from  air  traffic  or  the   infrequent  camps  of 
the  Juneau  Icefield  Research  Project. 

Lynn  Canal  serves  as  a  major  travel  corridor  for  flights,    ferries,  ships 
and  boats  but  much  of  the   immediate  area  along  Lynn  Canal   is  unavailable 
for  much  human  activity  because  of  the  steepness  of  the   terrain.  The 
Katzehin  public  recreation  cabin  is  accessed  by  wheeled  aircraft  on  a 
primitive  air  strip  near  the  Katzehin  River.     The  Berners  Bay  area  does 
receive  a  variety  of  uses  -  recreation,   mining,   boating,   fish  enhancement 
projects,   and  hunting  to  name  a  few. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:  The  natural  features  of 
the  area,  the  scenery,  and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the 
processes  which  formed  this  country  may  all  be  considered  attractions.  The 
Icefield  and  numerous  glaciers  offer  unparalleled  scenery  and  opportunities 
for  mountaineering,  skiing,  ice  and  rock  climbing,  camping,  and  scenic 
viewing . 

Fishing  opportunities   in  the  streams  are  a  minor  attraction.     The  area 
contains  21  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  151,420  acres.  There 
are   two  improved  trails  and  one  public  recreation  cabin   in   the  Skagway 
area . 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     The  area   ls  woLL 
defined  by  international  borders  on  two  sides  and  the  Lynn  Canal  on  one 
side.      Feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadless  condition   is  high. 
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(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  generally  unmodified  and  natural; 
long-term  ecological  processes  operate  unimpeded.     The   two  active  mining 
claims  adjacent  to  this  roadless  area  in  the  Berners  Bay  area  have 
potentially  the  greatest  impact  on  modification  of  ecological  systems  of 
the  surrounding  area. 

(3)  Natural  Appearance:     This   roadless  area  is  basically  unmodified  and  so 
vast  that  the  area  is  perceived  to  be  pristine,   natural,   and  free  from 
disturbances  of  any  kind.     The   few  recreation  facilities   in  this  area  serve 
to   focus  use  near  those  facilities. 


(4)     Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  great  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.       Solitude  may  be  affected  by  flight  paths  of  small 
planes,  jets  or  helicopters  for  short  periods  of  time.     When  on  the 
Icefield,   the  sense  of  solitude  and  remoteness  can  be  dramatic.     Along  the 
shoreline  of  Lynn  Canal,   one  can  expect  to  see  frequent  air  and  water 
traffic,    including  large  ships  such  as  cruiseships  and  the  Alaska  Marine 
Highway  ferries.     Within  Berners  Bay,    there  is  less  of  a  chance  for 
solitude.     Recreational  boaters  and  kayakers  frequent  the  area,   and  there 
are  two  active  mining  claims  on  the  north  side  of  the  bay.     In  the  area 
north  of  Skagway,   the  terrain  is  such  that  it  offers  a  high  degree  of 
solitude  once  one  leaves  the  influence  of  the  railroad  tracks  of  the  White 
Pass  and  Yukon  Railroad. 


(5)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:  The  area  provides  primarily 
Primitive  and  Pristine  recreation  opportunities. 

ROS  Class  Acres 


Pristine   (PI)  392,259 

Primitive   (P2)  689,644 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  110,731 
Semi- Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  7,945 
Roaded  Natural  (RN)  6,739 

The  area  contains  21  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS         #  OF  REC .   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


PI  2  85,570  19,339 

P2  2  6,620  4,313 

SPNM  9  49,224  28,216 

SPM  2  5,427  12,624 


There  are  two  public  recreation  cabins  in  this  roadless  area  -  Laughton 
Glacier  Cabin  accessible  by  trail  from  the  White  Pass  Railroad 
approximately  17  miles  north  of  Skagway,   and  Katzehin  Cabin  near  the 
Katzehin  River/Lynn  Canal  area. 


This  roadless  area  offers  unparalleled 
--viewing  spectacular  scenery,  hiking, 
hunting,   and  boating. 


opportunity  for 
mountaineering . 


dispersed  recre.icion 
ski   touriiu'. , 
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(6)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities  to  observe  and  study  fish  and  wildlife  and  the  various 
forces  which  formed  these  mountains.     The  glaciers  and  Icefield  are  the 
most  significant  features.     Four  Research  Natural  Areas  have  been 
identified  in  this  area  because  of  the  uniqueness  and  scientific  values  of 
the  ecosystems  represented. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential;     The  unique   terrain,    scenery,    and  wildlife 
populations  of  this  area  provide  unlimited  recreation  potential.  The 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter  1985-36  identifies 
additional  trails  and  cabins  and  shelters  throughout  the  area. 
Interest  has  been  expressed  for  heli-hiking  opportunities. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  fisheries  habitat  improvement  opportunities 
have  been  identified  in  the  amended  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan, 
1985-86 . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     Opportunities  for  both  moose  and  swan  habitat 
enhancement  were  identified  in  the  Berners  Bay  area  in  the  amended 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  1985-86. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  32,571  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  5,501  acres  of 

'     suitable  riparian  old  growth  and  24,829  acres  of  suitable  non-riparian 
old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     Currently,    there  are  no  long-term 
special  use  permits   issued  for  the  area,   although  five  people  with 
cabins  in  the  Berners  Bay  area  are  applying  for  authorization. 
Occasionally,    the  topic  of  building  a  road  from  Juneau  to  the 
"outside"  road  system  of  Skagway,   Haines,   or  Canada  resurfaces.  .A 
bill  has  been  proposed  in  the  Alaska  State  Legislature   to   fund  an 
environmental  impact  statement  for  analysis  of  proposals  to  construct 
a  road  to  Haines  or  up  the  Taku  River  Valley  to  Canada. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  generally  has  a  low  minerals  rating  except 
for  the  Berners  Bay  area.     That  area  has  a  high  mineral  development 
potential,   priority-one  minerals  rating,   and  two  mines  have  currently 
re-opened  north  of  Berners  Bay. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     This  roadless  area  contains  four 
inventoried  potential  research  natural  areas.     The  Juneau  Icefield  has 
also  been  under  study  by  Dr.   Maynard  Miller  in  the  Juneau  Icefield 
Research  Project  for  the  last  forty  years. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)     The  potential   for  managing  timber  in  this   roadless  area  is 
limited,   and  extremely  localited,   as   the  majority  of  this  area   is  Ico 
fields  and  glaciers. 
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(b)     If  a  road  to  Skagwav  or  Haines  becomes  a  reality,    there  would  be 
the  possibility  that  it  may  cross  the  portion  of  this  roadless  area  in 
the  Berners  Bay  area.     It  is  unfeasible  that  a  road  north  would  run 
the  entire   length  of  the  east  side  of  Lynn  Canal  because  of  the 
steepness  of  the  slopes  north  of  Berners  Bay,    the  numerous   rivers  of 
considerable  magnitude,   and  the  tidewater  glaciers   found  on  the  that 
side  of  the  Canal. 


(c)     Management  of  this  area  is  a  roadless  state  maintains 
opportunities   for  wildlife,    such  as  wolves,   bears,   and  moose,    to  move 
freely  through  the  area. 


(d)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history,   although  fires 
have  occurred  in  the  Skagway  vicinity  and  actually  may  be  the  closest 
that  forest  fires  and  glaciers  in  North  America  have  simultaneously 
occurred ! 

(e)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(f)  Land  Status:     A  proposed  State  land  selection  in  the  Katcehin 
River  area  may  occur.     This  selection  contains  a  Forest  Service  public 
recreation  cabin  with  airstrip  access.     Another  selection  on  the  west 
side  of  Berners  Bay  was  proposed  as  a  State  selection  but  the 
recommendation  was  not  to  select.     The  patented  mining  claims  just 
north  of  Berners  Bay  area  are  the  only  private  lands  within  this 
analysis  area. 

d.     Relationship  to  CJaununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Skagway- Juneau 
Icefield  is  part  of  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  landmass  which  runs   from  the 
international  border  north  of  Skagway,   to  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument 
Wilderness  and  the  international  border  to  the  south. 


(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  Adjacent  25 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  100  170 

Skagway  (Pop.  583)  Adjacent  Adjacent 

Haines  (Pop.  1,838)  3  3 

The  nearest  stops  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  to  access  any  portion  of 
this  area  are  either  Juneau,   Haines,   or  Skagway. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  area  in  the   immediate  vicinity  of  Beriior 
Bay  has  been  identified  as  a  proposed  "moratorium"   area  or  propos^^d 
Wilderness   in  legislative   initiatives  to  date. 
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(b)     Local  users/residents:     Use  of  the  area  is  divided  into  at  least 
three  separate   factions.     Use   in  the  Berners  Bay  area   is  relatively 
high  because  of  its  proximity  to  Juneau  and  the  end  of  the  Juneau  Road 
System  at  Echo  Cove.     Boating  and  kayaking  occur  frequently  in  the 
bay.      In  1985  a  group  called  Friends  of  Berners  Bay  formed  to  halt 
proposed  logging  in  the  area  and  in  Sawmill  Cove  adjacent  to  this 
roadless  area. 

In  the  portion  of  the  roadless  area  that  is  accessed  from  Skagwav, 
local  users  are  primarily  hunters  and  recreationists  .     Many  tourists 
view  the  spectacular  scenery  of  this  roadless  area  from  the  White  Pass 
and  Yukon  Railroad  without  actually  entering  the   roadless  area. 

Icefield  use  is  low  in  terms  of  recreation  visitor  days   (RVD's"),  yet 
thousands  view  the  Icefield  from  flightseeing  or  helicopter  landing 
tours.     Some  individuals,   and  outfitters  and  guides  with  small  groups 
have  traversed  the  Icefield  from  Atlin,   British  Columbia  to  Juneau. 

e .     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Taku-Snettisham  (302)       ACRES  (GROSS):  736,271 


ACRES   (NFS):  736,112 


GEOZONE:     C23  and  C21 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 

1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


Description 


(1)     Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  Cable  below  displays  Che  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  commenCs .     This  enables 
Che  reader  Co  compare  Che  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  wich 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

ling  Conunents 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS 

Rhine  Creek 

038 

19 

Carlson  Creek 

039 

22 

Annex  Lake 

040 

17 

Taku  Inlet 

041 

19 

Lake  Dorothy 

042 

23 

Turner  Lake 

043 

25 

Davidson  Creek 

044 

21 

Glory  Lake 

045 

23 

Taku  River 

046 

27 

MC.  Swineford 

047 

24 

WrighC  Glacier 

048 

22 

Long  Lake 

050 

22 

Slocum  InleC 

051 

18 

Taku  Harbor 

052 

Limestone  Inlet 

053 

22 

Webster  Park 

054 

Port  SneCCisham 

055 

20 

Mfigs  Peak 

056 

21 

Gilberc  Bay 

057 

23 

Speel  Arm 

058 

22 

Lower  Speel  River 

059 

24 

Upper  Speel  River 

060 

28 

Whicing  River 

061 

23 

Williams  Cove 

064 

22 

Noc  raced  in  1979 
Noc  raced  in  1979 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(2)  History:       This   large  area  has  a  long  and  varied  history  of  use, 
dating  from  Tlingit  use  in  prehistoric  and  historic  times  to  the  present 
use  by  a  variety  of  Alaska  residents  and  visitors.     The  Taku  River   is  a 
travel  corridor  that  has  been  used  continually  since   the  earliest  human 
occupation  of  the  area.     Uses  of  the  area  since  the  1800' s  include  mining, 
fox  farming,   logging  and  milling,   and  settling.     Remains  of  structures  and 
other  human  cultural  activity,    in  varying  degrees  of  deterioration,  can 
still  be  found. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is   located  on  the  Juneau 
mainland,   and  includes  and  runs  south  of  the  Taku  River  corridor  to  the 
Tracy  Arra-Fords  Terror  Wilderness'   northern  boundary.     This  area  is 
bordered  by  Stephens  Passage  on  the  west  with  two  major  river  inlets:  Taku 
Inlet  and  Port  Snettisham.     A  portion  of  Holkani  Bay  directly  outside  of 
Tracy  Arm-Fords  Terror  Wilderness  is  also  included  in  the  southern  border. 
The  Taku  River-Port  Snettisham  Roadless  Area  is  contiguous  with  both  the 
Skagway- Juneau  Icefield  Roadless  Area  and  the  Tracy  Arm-Fords  Terror 
Wilderness . 

This  large  area  is  accessed  by  a  variety  of  means.     The  Taku  River  serves 
as  a  major  river  corridor  for  recreational  boats  to  access  the  Forest 
Service  recreation  cabins,   several  recreation  residences,   some  privace 
inholdings,   and  a  commercial  restaurant  lodge  located  on  the  river. 
Floatplanes  also  land  on  the  Taku  River,    the   inland  lakes,   and  the  ports 
and  bays   included  in  the  area.     A  hiking  trail  departs   from  the  Juneau  Rond 
System  in  Thane  and  provides  hike- in  access   to  Point  Bishop,   a  distance  of 
approximately  9.6  miles.     Another  trail  that  receives  considerable  use  is 
located  in  Taku  Inlet  to  access  West  Turner  Lake  and  recreation  cabin  from 
saltwater. 

Helicopters  are  used  to  access  various  interior  points,   although  tliev  are 
used  less  frequently  than  floatplanes  or  wheeled  planes. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is   typical  of  recently  glaciaCed 
mainlands  of  Southeast  Alaska.     It  is  mountainous  with  deep  fiords  and 
inshore  islands  characteristic  of  a  submerged  coastline.     Manv  of  the 
shorelines  are  rocky  and  difficult  to  access   -  especially  in  Stephens 
Passage.     There  are  206  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater,   with  12, -402  acres 
of  beach.     A  large  part  of  the  area  is  alpine  tundra  (16,538  acres^.  ice 
and  snow  (86,505  acres)  and  rock  (174,109  acres).     There  are  20  acres  of 
small  islands  and  16,745  acres  of  freshwater  lakes  in  the  area.  Large 
lakes  in  the  area  include  Turner  Lake,   Lake  Dorothy,   Twin  Glacier  Lake, 
Sweetheart  Lakes,   Crater  Lake  and  Crescent  Lake. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     The  region  is  generally  character i::ed  bv 
rugged,   heavily  glaciated  terrain  with  extensive  alpine  and   ice  field 
environments.     Productive  forest  lands  are  usually  confined  to  river 
valleys  and  marine  terraces.     Alpine  lakes;   young,   dvnamic   rivers;  and 
deep,  U-shaped  troughs  are  characteristically  present  in  this  area. 
Major  river  systems   include   the  Taku,   Speel,   and  Whiting  Rivers. 
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(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  primarily  consists 
of  typical  spruce/hemlock  forests.     Western  hemlock  and  Sitka  spruce 
dominate   the  overstory  while  the  understory  is  composed  of  shrubs  such 
as  red  huckleberry,   rusty  menziesia,   and  devil's  club.     The  forest 
floor  is  covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses,    liverworts,   and  plants  such  as 
deerheart,   bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delight,   and  skunk  cabbage. 
Streamside  riparian  vegetation  is  characterized  by  salmonberry, 
devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants.  Vegetation 
classified  as  muskegs  are  not  abundant   (2,475  acres);   however,  muskeg 
is  interspersed  within  other  types  in  units  too  small  to  map. 
Therefore,    the  acreage  for  muskeg  may  be  substantially  understated. 
These  areas,   dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,   sedges,   and  shrubs  of  the 
heath  family,   are   interspersed  among  low- elevation  timber  stands  where 
drainage  is  restricted.     Trees  within  the  muskegs  are  sparse  and 
consist  mainly  of  stunted  hemlock,   lodgepole  pine,   and  Alaska- cedar . 

There  are  approximately  266,691  acres  of  forested  land  of  which 
119,370  acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest 
land,   96,819  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  15,221  acres  are 
riparian  old  growth.     Alpine  tundra  totals  16,538  acres. 

(c)  Soils:       Shallow  mineral  so'ils   (less  than  four  inches  deep)  on 
steep,   V-notched,   dissected  sideslopes  are  common  in  the 
glacially- formed ,   U-shaped  valleys  of  Southeast  Alaska  and  in  this 
particular  analysis  area.     Small  areas  of  organic  soils   (muskegs)  are 
found  on  sideslope  benches  where  subsurface  drainage   is  impaired. 
Inclusion  of  fine  -  textured  (clay)   soils  of  glacial  origin  occur 
infrequently  along  lower  sideslopes,   posing  potential  hazard.  Slides 
are  not  uncommon, 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983^.  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries . 

There  are  four  VCU's  which  are  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish. 
These  are  Turner  Lake  (43)  and  the  Taku  River  (46)  which  are  popular 
fishing  areas  for  Juneau  residents,   and  the  Lower  Speel  River  (,59'i  and 
Whiting  River  (61)  . 

VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish  are: 


Taku  Inlet 
Davidson  Creek 
Taku  River 
Mt.  Swineford 
Slocum  Inlet 
Lower  Speel  River 
Upper  Speel  River 
Whiting  River 


41 
44 
46 
47 
51 
59 
60 
61 


VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued 
Davidson  Creek  (44)   and  Taku 


estuaries  include  Taku  Inlet  (-♦P 
River  (46) . 
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The  glacial  Taku  River  is  significant  for  fish  production  on  an 
international  scale   -   primarily  for  king,   coho,   sockeye  and  chum 
salmon.     The  commercial  fishery  is  regulated  under  the  United 
S tates - Canada  Pacific  Salmon  Treaty  as  one  of  the   three  major 
transboundarv  river  fisheries  on  the  Tongass  National  Forest. 

Snettishara  Fish  Hatchery  is  a  major  State  fish  hatchery  adjac,ent  to 
the  roadless  area. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Generally,    the  roadless  area  provides  jood 
moose  and  goat  habitat  and  these  species  are  present  within   it.  Otlier 
large  mammal  species   include  both  black  and  brown  bear.  Furbearers 
such  as  mink,   marten,   and  beaver  are  also  present. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     Twelve  VCU ' s   (313,408  acres)  were 
allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  2  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan, 
which  provides  for  management  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  state   to   retain  the 
wildland  character.     Ten  other  VCU's   (313,408  acres)  were  allocated  to  Land 
Use  Designation  3  which  allows  the  land  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of 
uses.     The  emphasis   is  on  managing  for  uses  and  activities   in  a  compatible 
and  complementary  manner  to  provide  the  greatest  combination  of  benefits  in 
these  VCU's.     These  areas  have  either  high  use  or  high  amenity  values  in 
conjunction  with  high  commodity  values.     Two  VCU's   (26,297  acres)  were 
designated  in  Land  Use  Designation  4  where  opportunities  are  provided  for 
intensive  resource  use  and  development.     The  emphasis   is  primarily  on 
commodity  or  market  resources   in  these   two  VCU's  subject   to  provisions 
which  protect  physical  and  biological  productivity. 

Trails  found  in  this  roadless  area  include  Turner  Lake  Trail,   Twin  Glacier 
Trail,  Taku  Harbor  Trail,   and  Crater  Lake  Trail,   but  several  of  these 
trails  do  not  receive  regular  maintenance  and  may  be   in  disrepair.  There 
are  three  recreation  residences  under  special  use  permit. 

The  Whiting  River  has  been  used  in  the  past  for  guided  rafting  trips. 
Cruiseships  and  tour  boats  entering  Tracy  Arm  pass  bv  Holkum  Bav. 

A  utility  corridor   (under  a  Memorandum  of  Understanding  with  Alaska  Power 
Authority)   parallels  the  coastline  from  the  Snettisham  hydroelectric  plant 
at  the  head  of  Port  Snettisham  north  to  Juneau. 

Several  fisheries  projects  found  within  this  roadless  area  are  primarily 
within  the  Taku  River  watershed. 

Limestone  Inlet   (within  VCU  53)  has  been  identified  as  an  area  of 
scientific  research  value  and  was  designated  a  Research  Natural  Area. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     A  vast  majority  of  the  area  Is 
considered  unmodified  except  for  those  areas  primarily  located  near  the 
shoreline  with  evidence  of  use.     That  use   includes   the  existing  powerlines 
that  run  from  Juneau  to  Snettisham,   private   inholdings   (consisting  of 
residential  and  recreation  residences  and  a  commercial   lodge)   on  the  Uaku 
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River,    two  public   recreation  cabins  on  Turner  Lake,   and  historic  sites  of 
old  fox  farms,   mining  claims,   settlements,   and  cabins.  Snettisham 
hydroelectric  plant  and  adjacent  fish  hatchery,   although  outside  of  the 
roadless  area,   affect  the   immediate  area  at  the  head  of  Port  Snettisham  in 
terms  of  apparent  naturalness. 

The  visual  character  type  of  this  roadless  area  is  Coast  Range.  Landforms 
are  generally  large,   massive  and  give  an  impression  of  great  bulk.  Uplands 
are  generally  5,000  to  7,000  feet  in  elevation  dissected  by  deep, 
s teep -walled ,   U-shaped  valleys.     Mountains  ridges  are  generally  rounded 
summits  but  are  surmounted,    at  times,   by  aretes  and  horns   rising  8,000  to 
9,000  feet.     The  large,   saltwater  fiords  protruding  into  this  character 
type  are  sometimes  extremely  steep-sided,   affording  great  visual  relief 
because  of  the  abrupt  differences  in  elevation. 

Sixty-three  percent  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  Variety 
Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character 
type)  and  32  percent  of  the  acreage  was  inventoried  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type) . 

The  majority  (95.5  percent)  of  this  roadless  area  is  in  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)   I;   these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 
0.3  percent  of  the  acreage  is  in  EVC  IV,   which  are  areas  in  which  changes 
in  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  person  and  mav  attract 
some  attention.     There  appears  to  be  disturbances  but  they  resemble  natural 
patterns.     EVC  V,   where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  obvious   to  the  a\'erjge 
person,   accounts   for  1.2  percent.     Changes  in  EVC  V  appear  to  be  major 
disturbances. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences) :     External   influences   in  the  area 
are  primarily  localized.     In  the  Taku  River  corridor,   boat  traffic  should 
be  expected,   and  during  the  summer  months,   there  is  frequent  air  traffic. 
Flightseeing  tours  are  offered  over  such  glaciers  as  the  Taku,   Hole-in- the 
Wall,   and  Twin  Glaciers  near  the  Taku  River.     Taku  Lodge  also  generates 
floatplane  traffic. 

The  utility  corridor  (powerlines)   running  from  Snettisham  hydroelectric 
power  plant  to  Juneau  is  a  visual  influence  that  is  difficult  to  ignore, 
particularly  when  accessing  that  area  from  saltwater.     Snettisham  Power 
Plant  and  adjacent  fish  hatchery,   and  associated  air  and  boat  traffic 
impact  the  Port  Snettisham  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,   the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  are  all 
considered  attractions.     High-quality  fishing  opportunities  in  the  streams 
and  lakes  also  provide  attractions.     The  area  contains  27  inventoried 
recreation  places   totaling  156,723  acres.     There  are  several   trails  and 
three  public  recreation  cabins  in  this  roadless  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area   is  well 
defined  by  saltwater  to  the  west  and  the   international  border  with  British 
Columbia,   Canada,    to   the  east.     The  southern  boundary  is  the 
Tracy  Arm-Fords  Terror  Wilderness  boundary".     The  northern  boundary  of  this 
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roadless  area  is  approximately  the  ridgeline  north  above   the  Taku  River; 
this  roadless  area  is  contiguous  with-  the  Skagway- Juneau  Icefields  Roadless 
Area.      Because  of  the  private  land  and  activities  on  the  Taku  River,  and 
the  presence  of  a  fish  hatchery  and  power  plant  in  Snettisham  Inlet,    it  mav 
be   less   feasible   to  manage   in  a  wilderness  condition  in  those  areas. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  areas 
mentioned  above   -  Taku  River  and  Snettisham  power  plant  and  fish  hatchery, 
and  three  public  recreation  cabins  and  associated  trails.     The  overall 
influence  of  these  developments  on  the  natural  integrity  of  the  area  is 
very  low. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  much  of  the  area  but  one  should  expect  to  see  occasional  air  traffic 
and  boat  traffic,   especially  in  the  Stephens  Passage  area.     The  character 
of  the  landforras  generally  allows  visitors  to  feel  remote  from  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  human  activity  with  several  exceptions.     Impacts  from 
motorized  traffic  are  confined  primarily  to  saltwater  corridors,   and  those 
inland  locations  overflown  by  floatplanes  accessing  the  recreation  cabins. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive  recreation  opportunity  as  inventoried  with  the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  system. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive   I   (PI)  344,413 

Primitive  II  (P2)  136,528 

Rural  (R)  1,492. 

Roaded  Natural  (RN)  15,696 
Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  196,021 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  [S?H)  35,360 

No  ROS  6,345 


The  area  contains  27  recreation  places 
ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


PI 
P2 
RN 

SPNM 
SPM 


9,559 
22,564 
11,612 
93,989 
18,997 


There  are  three  public  recreation  cabins  in  the  area, 
are  located  on  Turner  Lake  and  are  extremely  popular. 


1 ,008 
18,811 
42  ,096 
67 , 101 
49  ,  296 

Two  of  these  cabins 


(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities   to  observe  and  study  fish  and  wildlife  and  the  various 
forces  which  formed  the  mountains   in  the  area.     Limestone   Inlet  has  been 
designated  a  Research  Natural  Area  since  1971.     The  minor  and  major 
glaciers  visible   throughout  the  area  are  also  significant  attractions. 
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c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  values  that  attract  users  Co  this  area 
are  a  sense  of  solitude,   natural  beauty,   viewing  and/or  harvesting 
fish  and  wildlife,   and  re latively- easy  accessibility  from  Juneau.  The 
area  provides  unlimited  primitive  and  semi  -  primitive  recreation 
opportunities.     Because  of  the  rugged  terrain,   use   is  concentrated  buc 
additional   trails  and  recreation  cabins  would  disperse,    and  possiblv 
increase,   use  of  the  area. 

(b)  -    Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 
1985-86  identifies  numerous  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects.  Fish 
enhancement  projects  continue  to  surface  and  there  is  potential  for 
additional  projects  in  this  area.     A  fisheries  enhancement  project 
(establishment  of  a  salmon  fishery)  was  recently  approved  at  Turner 
Lake  but,   because  of  several  appeals,   the  decision  to  approve  the 
project  was  rescinded. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     As  identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,   amended  1985-86,   several  moose  and  swan  habitat  improvement 
projects  are  planned  for.  the  area  in  the  future.     These  projects 
typically  consist  of  willow  manipulation  and  the  construction  of  swan 
nesting  structures. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  71,884  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes   10,112  acrei'of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  58,703  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

Past  planning  resulted  in  offered  timber  sales   in  the  Gilbert 
Bay-Williams  Cove  area,   but  those  activities  were  halted  when  two 
different  purchasers  defaulted  on  the  sales.     There  is  potential  tor 
timber  harvest  activity  in  the  area,  primarily  in  this  portion  of  the 
roadless  area. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     A  powerline  authorized  under  a 
Memorandum  of  Understanding  between  the  Forest  Service  and  the  CLcv 
and  Borough  of  Juneau  parallels   the  shoreline  from  the  SneCtishani 
Power  Plant  north  to  Juneau,    to  provide  electric  power  to  our  capital 
city . 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  has  been  identified  as  having  mineral 
development  potential.     There  are  currently  several  known  claims  in 
the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     This  roadless  area  contains  one 
designated  Research  Natural  Area  in  Limestone  Inlet.     The  Yehring 
Creek  area  has  been  identified  as  a  potential  Research  Natural  Area. 
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(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
dependent  on  the  development  of  high  market  values  and  harvest  methods 
which  will  allow  extraction  without  need  for  extensive  roading. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(d)  Proposals  occasionally  surface  to  build  a  road  from  Juneau   Co  an 
"outside"  road  system  in  Haines,   Skagway,   or  Canada.     A  bill  has 
recently  been  proposed  in  the  Alaska  State  Legislature  to  fund  an 
environmental  impact  statement  to  analyze  such  a  proposal  to  construct 
a  road  to  Canada  through  the  Taku  River  Valley  or  a  road  to  Haines. 

(e)  Land  Status:     The  Snettishara  Hydroelectric  project  and  reservoirs 
area  has  been  proposed  as  State  land  selection.     This  proposal 
encompasses  2,666  acres.     Another  proposed  State  selection  is  near 
Dorothy  Lake.     There  are  several  private  inholdings  within  this 
roadless  area,   primarily  on  the  Taku  River. 

Relationship  to  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Because  the 
Taku- Snettisham  Roadless  Area  is  contiguous  with  the  Skagwav -Juneau 
Icefield  Roadless  Area  and  Tracy  Arm-Fords  Terror  Wilderness,    the   three  in 
their  entirety  make  up  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  landmass  of  approxiinntelv 
2,500,000  acres. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  Adjacent  Adjacent 

Petersburg  (Pop.     4,040)  75  85 

Sitka  (Pop.     8,041)  180  75 

The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Juneau. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     A  small  portion  of  the  area  (Williams  Cove 
outside  Tracy  Arm-Fords  Terror  Wilderness)  has  been  identified  as  part 
of  a  proposed  moratorium  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative 
initiatives  to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  with 
recreational  boating,   hunting,   viewing  scenery  and  wildlife,  and 
fishing.     Some  mining  activities  are  also  occurring.     The  •  ma j o r i tv  of 
use  occurs  within  one-quarter  mile  from  the  shoreline. 
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e.     Environmental  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N/\ME:     Sullivan   (  303)  ACRES   (GROSS):     66,577         ACRES   (NFS):  66,657 

GEOZONE:  C23 

GEOGR(\PHIC  PROVINCE:     Lynn  Canal 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  25 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas: 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/ 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  a: 
previous  analyses. 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No 

Sullivan  Island 

094 

Sullivan  Mt. 

095 

S . Davidson  Gl . 

096 

W . Sullivan 

097 

Sullivan  Delta 

098 

Point  Can 

099 

Lower  Endicott 

105* 

The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
rating,  and  comments.  This  enables 
eas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 

1979 

WARS  Rating  Comments 

18 
24 
25 
21 
26 
23 

24  Most  of  this  VCU  is 

designated  Wilderness. 
Portion  near  Lvnn  Canal 
is  not. 


■'^--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     Any  documented  historical  use  of  this  roadless  area  has  been 
minimal.     Native  use  of  the  area  was  probably  limited  to  hunting  or 
trapping  mink,   lynx  and  other  animals  including  goat  and  bear,  and 
gathering  berries.     Others  cultivated  garden  plots,   gathered  seaweed  and 
mussels,   and  hunted  seal  on  the  shore  of  Lynn  Canal.     Mining  began   in  more 
recent  history,   and  some  mining  activities  continue  into  the  present.  .A 
fox  farm  was  present  in  the  1930' s. 


\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(3)  Locacion  and  Access:     The  area  is   located  on  west  side  of  Lynn  Canal 
and  extends  from  the  National  Forest  boundary  on  the  north  to  the  Endicott 
River  Wilderness  boundary  to  the  south.     The  portion  of  VCU  105  that  is 
adjacent  to  Lynn  Canal   is  not  designated  Wilderness,   and  a  harvest  unit 
from  the   1960's  serves  as   the  continuation  of  the  southern  boundary  of  tliis 
roadless  area.     There  are   two  other  cut  areas   from  the  1960 's  along  Lynn 
Canal  in  VCU ' s  95  and  97/98.     The  western  boundary  abuts  Glacier  Bay 
National  Park  and  Preserve. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  by 
rugged,   scoured  terrain  with  large,   vertical  relief.     The  mountain  peaks 
are  often  snow-covered  and  reach  elevations  up   to  4,700  feet.  Glaciers 
have  scraped  steep,   rugged  slopes  and  formed  glacial  bowls.     Alluvial  fans 
are  formed  from  the  glacial  rivers  that  feed  into  Lynn  Canal  but  these  are 
the  primary  areas  that  were  cut  in  Che  1960's.     The  area  contains  37  miles 
of  shoreline  on  saltwater  and  ac  two  river  mouths,   the  shoreline  is  flat 
and  accessible.     There  are  19,422  acres  inventoried  as  rock,   and  14,961 
acres   inventoried  as   ice  and  snow.     Alpine  encompasses   1,120  acres.  Only 
40  acres  of  freshwater  lakes  are  found  in  this  area. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Lvnn 
Canal  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized 
as  one  of  the  driest  and  most  continental  environments   in  Southeast 
Alaska.     Rain  shadow  from  the  Chilkat  Mountains  and  St.   Elias_  Range 
allows  extensive  development  of  fire -dependent  forests   (lodgepole  and 
birch),   and  the  southern  and  westward  extension  of  boreal  forest  and 
tundra  plant  species. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is   interspersed  with  spruce/hemlock  raiii 
forest  typical  of  Southeast  Alaska  and  contains   frequently  scoured, 
well-drained  alluvial  deposits  supporting  willow  and  alder.   There  are 
approximately  19,422  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  15,710  acres  are 
commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,    1,701  acres 
are  riparian  old  growth  and  11,106  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:       Shallow  mineral  soils  (less  than  four  inches   thick^i  on 
steep,   V-notched,   dissected  side  slopes  are  common  in  the  area.  SiiialL 
organic  soils   (muskegs)   occur  on  infrequent  benches  and  at  subalpine 
elevations.     Of  concern  are  soils  and  vegetation  occurring  on 
recently-deglaciated  areas.     These  soils  are  fragile  and  slight 
disturbance  can  eliminate  or  significantly  set  back  the  vegetative 
success  ion . 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

No  VCU's  were  highly  valued  in  these  ratings   for  sport  or  coiiniieucial 
fish.     Lower  Endicott   (VCU  105)   received  a  high  estuarine  rating. 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     MounCain  goats,   moose,   bear  and  wolves,  and 
some  deer  are  the  wildlife  species  of  most  general   interest  in  this 
area.     Smaller  wildlife   include  mink  and  lynx. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(5)     Current  Use  and  Management:     All  of  the  VCU's   in  this   roadless  area 
were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  3   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan.     This  designation  allows   for  management  of  these   lands   for  a  variety 
of  uses  and  activities   in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner   to  provide 
the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.     These  areas  have  either  high  use  or 
high  amenity  values  in  conjunction  with  high  commodity  values. 

There  are  no  developed  trails  within  this  area,  but  an  airstrip  is  located 
adjacent  to  the  Sullivan  Roadless  Area  on  an  alluvial  fan  along  Lynn  Canal 
within  a  cut  area  from  the  I960' s  and  receives  use  primarily  from  hunters 
and  occasional  miners. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  is  basically  unmodified 
except  for  small  mining  claims  in  the  area.     An  airstrip  is  directly 
adjacent  to  the  roadless  area  within  an  older  harvest  area  mentioned  above 
and  provides  access  for  users. 

The  visual  character  type  of  this  roadless  area  is  primarily  Coast  Range, 
Much  of  the  area  is  characterized  by  moderately  complex  to  complex  terrain 
dominated  by  angular  profiles  and  sharply  defined  crests  often  penetrated 
by  prominent   inlets  and  bays.     Thirty-one  percent  of  this  area  was 
inventoried  in  Variety  Class  A   (possessing  landscape  diversitv   that  is 
unique   for  the  character  type)  with  67  percent  in  Variety  Class  5 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  tvpeV 
The  remaining  two  percent  is  in  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  o 
landscape  diversity). 

The  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)  of  93  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is 
EVC  I.     These  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activitv.  Seven 
percent  was  inventoried  in  EVC  III.     These  are  areas  in  which  changes  in 
the  landscape  are  notice  by  the  average  person,  but  they  do  not  attract 
attention.     The  natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  still  remains  dominant 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     This  area  is  bounded  by  Lvnn 
Canal  which  serves  as  a  major  travel  corridor  for  flights,   ferries,  ships 
and  boats.     To  the  south  is  an  adjacent  clearcut  from  1966.  Three 
additional  cut  areas  from  the  1960 's  are  found  along  the  alluvial  fans 
formed  by  glacial  rivers  flowing  into  Lynn  Canal.     Currently,  thinning 
activities  are  occurring  in  those  harvest  units. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Of  primary  interest  in 
this  area  is  the  opportunity  to  hunt  for  both  moose  and  bear,  although 
people  also  hunt  within  the  adjacent  Endicott  River  Wilderness.     The  area 
contains   four  inventoried  recreation  places  which  contains   12.291  acres. 
These  are  no   improved  trails  or  public  recreation  cabins   in  the  area. 
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b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  generally 
well  defined  by  topographic  features.     Lynn  Canal  serves  as  the  western 
boundary  and  Endicott  River  Wilderness  serves  as  the  southern  boundarv. 
The  forest  boundary  is  the  northern  limit  of  this  area  and  that  boundarv 
transects  Mt.    Sullivan.     The  adjacent  four  harvest  units  on  Lynn  Canal  were 
cut  in  the   1960 's  along  flat  alluvial  fans,   and  revegetation  has  occurred 
so   this  does  not  serve  as  a  strong  detraction  near  the  roadless  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  basically  unmodified  except  for  the 
mining  claims  within  the  area.     No  other  disturbances  are  known. _ 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Present  use  of  the  area  is  low  which  is  undoubtedly 
related  to  poor  access  opportunities.     Much  of  the  access  is 
weather-dependent.     There  are  no  regularly  scheduled  small  plane  or  ferrv 
stops  within  this  area.     Along  the  shoreline  of  Lynn  Canal,    there  is  a 
greater  opportunity  for  seeing  or  hearing  others  - -primarily  small  planes, 
ferries,   small  boats  or  cruiseships - -but  Sullivan  Island  screens  much  of 
the  water  traffic.     Some  thinning  is  occurring  within  the  adjacent  harvest 
units  and  some  drilling  may  be  occurring  on  some  of  the  current  mining 
claims . 


(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:  The  area  provides  primarily 
pristine  and  serai-primitive  recreation  opportunities. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Pristine  (P)  35,823 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  27,572 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  7,165 


The  area  contains  four  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPNM  2  "  6,907  2,779 

SPM  2  5,384  117,778 

There  are  no  public  recreation  facilities  in  the  area  and  the  character  of 
the  landforms  generally  allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote  from  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  human  activity,   except  when  on  the  shoreline. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  in  this  area.     The  area  has  not  been 
identified  as  an  area  of  potential  scientific  value. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 


(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)     Recreation  Potential:     There   is  a  possibility  to  deyelop  pi-iblio 
recreation  cabins  within  the  area  but  because  of  the  difficulty  and 
cost  of  access,    the  potential  remains  low.     Outfitter  and  guide 
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services  mav  be  increased  in  che  future,  especially  in  relation  to  big 
game  hunting. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  potential  remains  low  for  fish  enhancement 
projects  within  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     No  habitat  improvements  have  been  identified 
in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter  1985-86. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  11,547  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes   1,340  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  7,944  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  AuChorizations :     There  are  no  long-term  special  use 
permits  issued  for  this  area.     Numerous  mining  claims  exist  and  two 
Plans  of  Operation  have  been  submitted. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  generally  has  Priority  Two  and  Three  mineral 
development  potential  ratings,   and  there  are  numerous  known  current 

c laims . 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     This  roadless  area  contains  no 
designated  or  inventoried  potential  Research  Natural  Areas. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  This  area  is  adjacent  to  Endicott  River  Wilderness  and  there 
would  be  opportunity  to  manage  this  area  in  conjunction  with  that 
Wilderness . 

(b)  Occasionally,    the  topic  of  building  a  road  to  Haines  surfaces, 
and  most  potential  proposals   indicate   the  west  side  of  Lvnn  Canal  as 
the  route  of  choice. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     A  small  parcel  of  private  land  is  located  on  the 
southern  tip  of  Sullivan  Island. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Sullivan  Roadless 
Area  is  part  of  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  landmass  of  approximately 
383,799  acres   located  between  the  northern  National  Forest  boundary  at 
Point  Sullivan  to  the  southern  tip  of  the  Chilkat  Peninsula  at  Point 
Couverden.     That  larger  acreage  total  includes  Endicott  Wilderness  and 
Chilkat-West  Lynn  Roadless  Area   (304).     Additionally,    this  area  is  adjacent 
to  Glacier  Bay  National  Monument. 
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(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows; 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (.Pop 
Haines  (Pop 
Skagway  (Pop 


23 , 729) 
1.838) 
583) 


50 
14 
28 


50 
14 
28 


The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Haines. 
(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     Sullivan  Island  has  been  identified  as  a 
proposed  "moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative 
initiatives  to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:  Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  with 
moose  or  bear  hunting. 

e .     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Chilkac-West     (304)  ACRES   (GROSS):     211.517         ACRES   (NFS):  207,277 

Lynn  Canal 

GEOZONE:  C19 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Interior  Islands  and  Lynn  Canal 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Racing 

Comments 

Lower  Endicott 

105* 

24 

VCU  is  partial  Wilderness 

Upper  St.  James 

106* 

23 

Wm.   Henry  Bay 

107 

18 

Pt.  Danger 

108 

18 

Boat  Harbor 

109* 

18 

State  Land  Selection 

Middle  St. James 

110 

Not  rated  in  1979. 

St. James  Bay 

111 

23 

Nun  Mountain 

112  ■ 

23  ■ 

Lynn  Sisters 

113 

22 

No  Name  Basin 

114 

22 

Earth  Station 

115 

18 

Couverden  Lake 

116 

24 

Couverden  Is. 

117 

24 

Ansley  Basin 

118 

19 

Humpy  Creek 

119 

23 

Porpoise  Is. 

120 

19 

Excursion  In. 

121 

18 

122  Creek 

122 

Not  ■  rated  in  1979 . 

Ripoff 

123 

Not  rated  in  1979. 

•>--The  roadless 

area  includes 

only  part  of 

this  VCU. 

(2)     History:       The  southern  end  of  the  Chilkat  Peninsula  has  been  suitable 
for  human  occupation  for  at  least  the  last  11,000  years,   and  documented 
prehistoric  sites  have  been  recorded  there.     Tlingit  tribes  were  the 
primary  inhabitants  of  the  area. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)   was   the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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More  recent  history  includes  mining  activities,   significant  black  bear 
hunting  in  the  southern  Chilkat  area,   and  a  timber  sale   (the  Couverden 
Timber  Sale) .     Two  previous  operators  defaulted  on  the  sale  and  currently 
the  third  purchaser  is  progressing  with  the  sale. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Chilkat-Lynn  Roadless  Area,    located  on  Che 
mainland,    is  bordered  on  the  east  by  Lynn  Canal.     Icy  Strait  into  Excursion 
Inlet  borders   the  southern  tip  of  this  area,   as  does   the  Couverden  Timber 
Sale  area.     The  roadless  area  is  adjacent  to  Endicott  River  Wilderness  to 
the  north  and  Glacier  Bay  National  Park  and  Preserve   to  the  west. 

The  communities  closest  Co   the   roadless  area  are  Gustavus     app  roxima  ce  ly  LO 
miles  west) ,  Juneau  (approximately  20  miles  directly  east  of  the  southern 
tip),  Hoonah  (across  Icy  Strait  by  10  miles),   and  Haines   (35  miles  directly 
north  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  area) . 

No  regularly- scheduled  airplane  or  Alaska  Marine  Highway  ferry  service 
provide  access  to  this  area. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  Chilkat-West  Lynn  Canal  Roadless  Area 
is  characterized  by  rugged  topography.     The  Chilkat  Mountain  Range  runs  the 
entire  north-south  length  of  the  roadless  area;   its  lateral, 

glacially- formed  valleys  are  typically  U-shaped.     Highland  elevations  range 
from  2,000  to  4,500  feet  with  alpine  covering  36,741  acres,   rock  covering 
27,190  acres,   and  ice  and  snowfields  covering  9,749  acres.     The  entire  area 
has  been  extensively  glaciated  and  contains  many  glacial  features, 
including  glacial  cirques  and  tarns.     The  Endicott  terraced  alluvial  plain 
is  significant  topographically  in  .  the  northern  portion  of  this  area.  The 
side  walls  of  many  of  the  valleys  have  been  scoured  by  ancient  ice  slieecs. 
and  bedrock  outcroppings  are  common  throughout  the  area. 

The  southern  coastline,   along  Excursion  Inlet,   is  comprised  of  moderate  to 
steeply-sloping  forest  terrain  supporting  relatively  small  drainage 
systems.     Swanson  Harbor  and  the  Couverden  Island  group  form  che 
southernmost  tip  of  the  peninsula  and  are  basically  low  and  wooded.  The 
area's  southern  slopes  are,    for  the  most  part,   gently  rolling  and  unicornilv 
forested,   particularly  in  foreground  situations.     Rugged,'  snow-clad  peaks 
form  an  impressive  backdrop  panorama.     There  are  74  miles  of  shoreline  on 
saltwater,  with  4,513  acres  of  beach  in  this  roadless  area,   and  300  acres 
of  small  islands.      Freshwater  lakes  comprise  only  599  acres   in  the  area. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  northern  portion  of  this  area  is  classified 
as  being  in  the  Lynn  Canal  Geographic  Province.     That  region  is 
generally  characterized  by  rugged,   scoured  terrain  with  large, 
vertical  relief.     The  southern  portion  of  this  area  is  classified  as 
being  in  the  Northern  Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  area 
is  protected  from  the  full  force  of  storms  off  of  the  outer  coast  but 
with  colder  climate  and  more  rugged  topography  than  che  central 
interior  islands. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Timber  stands  within  this  area  are  composed 
primarily  of  western  hemlock  and  Sitka  spruce.     The   forest  underscory 
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varies   in  density  and  composition  depending  on  the  percent  of  canopy 
closure  which,    in  turn,    is  affected  by  soil  type,    incidence  of 
.blowdown,   and  soil  drainage.     Understory  vegetation  of  blueberry, 
huckleberry,    rusty  menziesia  and  devil's  club   is   typical.  Muskeg 
areas  are  dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,    sedges,    rushes  and  ericacious 
shrubs  and  comprise  799  acres  of  this  area.     Muskeg   is  interspersed 
within  other  types  in  units  too  small  to  map;    therefore,    the  acreage 
for  muskeg  may  be  substantially  understated.     Grass -sedge  meadows  are 
located  at  lower  elevations  along  the  coast.      Low  mat- forming 
vegetation  adapted  to  snowpack  and  wind  abrasion  dominates  alpine 
areas;   heaths,   grasses  and  low  plants,    such  as  deer  cabbage,  are 
typical . 

There  are  approximately  99,409  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  61,303 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
51,401  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  6,909  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:       Glacial  till  from  local  glacial  origin  is  the 
predominant  soil  parent  material  and  has  been  deposited  on  vallev  side 
walls  to  approximately  1,500  feet  in  elevation.     The  glacial  till 
thins  as  it  reaches  higher  elevations.     Deeper,   we  11  -  drained ,  forested 
soils  occur  along  the  lower  slopes  and  valley  bottoms.     The  vallev 
bottoms  are  alluvial  with  outwash  materials  of  stratified  sands, 
gravels,   and  silts  of  glacial  or  recent  stream  origin.     Through  the 
natural  erosion  processes,   some  landslides  have  occurred.  Snow 
avalanche  paths  are  present,    reaching  valley  bottoms   in  manv  cases. 
Timbered,   organic,   muskeg  soils  are  found  throughout  the  area. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  Che 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  1,1983').  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

There  were  no  VCU's  rated  as  having  the  highest  value  for  sport  flsli 
in  this  area.     There  are  seven  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial 


fish.     These  seven  VCU' 

s  are 

Lower  Endicott 

105 

Upper  St.  James 

106 

Middle  St. James 

110 

Sc.  James  Bay 

111 

Couverden  Island 

117 

Humpy  Creek 

119 

Porpoise  Island 

120 

VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  estuaries  include  Boat  Harbor  (lO'i^l  and 
St.   James  Bay  (111) . 

In  addition,  many  streams  support  runs  of  Dolly  Varden,  steelhead  and 
cutthroat  trout. 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  roadless  area  commonly  supports  goacs, 
black  and  brown  bear,   Sicka  black-tailed  deer,   bald  eagles,  and 
wolves.     Moose  are  also  present.     Sea  mammal  rookeries  are  found 
throughout  the  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     Twelve  VCU's   (164,007  acres)  were 
allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  3   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Flan, 
which  designates   that  these   lands  will  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  usas  and 
activities   in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide   the  greatest 
combination  of  benefits.     These  areas  have  either  high  use  or  high  amenity 
values  in  conjunction  with  high  commodity  values.     The  other  four  VCU's 
(49,282  acres)  were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  2  which  allows  for 
management  in  a  roadless  state  to  retain  the  wildland  character,  but 
permits  wildlife  and  fish  habitat  improvements  and  primitive  recreational 
facility  development. 

I 

Current  recreation  uses  within  this  roadless  area  are,   for  the  most  part, 
dispersed;  with  hunting,   fishing  (fin  and  shellfish),   and  pleasure  boating 
adjacent  to  the  roadless  area  the  most  popular  pursuits.     The  highland  core 
of  the  southern  Chilkat  Peninsula  remains  a  remote  and  challenging 
environment  for  the  backpacker,   mountaineer,   and  hunter.  All-weather 
anchorages  and  interesting  coves  and  beaches  within  the  Point  Couverden/S t . 
James  Bay  area  offer  excellent  opportunities   for  beachcombing,   camping,  and 
picnicking.     There  are  no  public  recreation  cabins  or  trails  within  the 
area.     The  National  Guard,    in  recent  years,   has  conducted  maneuvers   in  this 
area. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  Chilkat-West  Lvnn  Roadless 
Area  appears  basically  unmodified.     The  visual  character  type  of  this 
roadless  area  is  Coast  Range.     Landforms  are  generally  large,  massive,  and 
give  an  impression  of  great  bulk.     Uplands  are  generally  5.000  to  ".000 
feet  in  elevation  dissected  by  deep,   steep-walled,   U-shaped  valleys. 
Mountain  ridges  are  generally  rounded  summits  but  are  surmounted,   at  times, 
by  aretes  and  horns  rising  8,000  to  9, 000' feet. 

Twelve  percent  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type"),  ""5 
percent  in  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diverstiy  that  is  common 
for  the  character  type),   and  13  percent  in  Variety  Class  C  (.possessing  a 
low  degree  of  landscape  diversity) . 

The  vast  majority  of  the  roadless  area  (94  percent)   is   in  E.\isting  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)   I;   these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 
Only  0.5  percent  of  the  acreage  is  in  EVC  II.     These  are  areas  in  which 
changes  in  the  landscape  are  not  noticed  by  the  average  person  unless 
pointed  out.     Three  and  one -half  percent  of  the  acreage   is   in  EVC  III  where 
changes   in  the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  person  but   they  do  not 
attract  attention.     The  natural  appearance  of  the   landscape  still  renuii'.is 
dominant.     Approximately  1.5  percent  of  this  roadless  area   is   in  EVC  I\' 
where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed  bv  the  average  person  .uid 
may  attract  some  attention.     They  appear  as  disturbances  but  resemble 
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natural  patterns.     One  percent  of  the  area  is   in  EVC  V,   where  changes  in 
the   landscape  are   in  glaring  contrast  to  the  natural  condition.  The 
changes  appear  to  be  drastic  disturbance. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Logging  may  occur   in  the 
Couverden  Timber  Sale  area,   and  that  activity  may  affect   the  adjacent 
roadless  area  in  terms  of  noise  and  visual  impacts. 

Lvnn  Canal  serves  as  a  major  travel  corridor  for  flights,    ferries,  ships 
and  boats.      In  addition,   air  and  water  traffic   to  both  Gustavus  (.Glacier 
Bav  National  Park)   and  Hoonah  utilize  Icy  Strait.      Popular  commercial 
fishing  grounds  are  adjacent  to  the  southern  portion  of  this  area  also. 
Solitude  is   frequently  absent  along  the  shore  of  this  peninsula   in  view  of 
the  substantial  boating  activity  in  Lynn  Canal  and  Icy  Strait  during  the 
summer  months . 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  complexities  of 
alpine  tundra,   scrub  and  old-growth  forest,   numerous  small  lakes, 
snowfields,   steeply-walled  glacial  valleys  and  waterfalls  offer  a  variety 
of  visual  and  sensory  experiences.     In  reasonable  proximity  to  Juneau, 
recreation  and  hunting  opportunities  serve  to  draw  people  to  the  southern 
portion  of  this  roadless  area.     An  equally  important  asset  of  the  southern 
Chilkat  Peninsula,   from  a  more  passive  standpoint,   relates  to  the 
Peninsula's  importance  as  a  scenic  backdrop  for  those  traveling  Lynn  Canal 
( Juneau/Haines/Skagway )  and  Chatham  and  Icy  Straits  aboard  the 

ever- increas ing  number  of  cruiseships  and  State  ferries. 

The  area  contains   13   inventoried  recreation  places   totaling  53,607  acres. 
There  are  no   improved  trails  or  public  recreation  cabins   in  the  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  generally 
well-defined  by  adjacent  bodies  of  water  and  the  adjacent  roadless  areas  o 
Glacier  Bay  National  Park  and  Monument,   and  Endicott  River  Wilderness. 
There  are  some  State-selected  or  private  parcels  of  land  in  St.   James  Bav 
and  at  the  north  end  of  Excursion  Inlet.     For  the  majority  of  the  area,  th 
feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadless  condition  is  good. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  roadless  area  is  unmodified  and,  therefore 
maintains  the  natural  integrity  well.     Long-term  ecological  processes  are 
generally  intact  and  operating. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  interior  of  the  area,  but  the  element  of  solitude  is  affected 
along  the  shore  of  the  area  because  of  the  substantial  boating  activities 
and  flight  corridors. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
primitive  and  semi-primitive,   non-motorized  recreation  opportunities. 
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ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  I  (PI) 
Rural  (R) 

Roaded  Natural  (RN) 

Roaded  Modified  (RM) 

Semi- Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 

Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  i,SPM) 


121,604 
20 


1,037 
2,361 
80,043 
9  ,426 


The  area  contains   13   recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


PI 
R 

RN 

RM 


1 
1 
2 
3 

2 
4 


26,902 
20 
956 


15 , 969 
40  ,  880 
8  ,  394 
7  ,094 
4  ,450 
75,900 


SPNM 
SPM 


2,361 
15,382 
7,986 


There  are  no  public  recreation  facilities  within  this  area  and  recreation 
remains  primarily  dispersed.     The  majority  of  use  occurs  along  the 
coastline.     Access  is  from  private  boats  or  private  or  chartered  aircraft 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  Moose 
and  black  bear  hunting  activities  are  increasing  in  popularity  in  this 
area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  great  potential  to  provide  a 
variety  of  recreation  opportunities  within  this  roadless  area.  High 
wildlife  values  coincide  with  high-quality  dispersed  recreation 
areas.     The  rugged  interior  of  the  Chilkat  Peninsula  offers   the  hiko 
backpacker  and  mountaineer  diverse  and  imposing  scenery,   a  iiigh  degr^ 
of  challenge,   and  unlimited  opportunities   to  experience  solitude. 
All-weather  anchorages  and  interesting  coves  and  beaches  offer 
excellent  opportunities   for  beachcombing,   camping,   and  picnicking, 
populations  rise  in  nearby  communities,   use  of  this  area  will 
undoubtedly  increase. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     One  fish  habitat  improvement  project  was 
identified  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter 


(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  No  wildlife  habitat  enhancement  projects  hj\ 
been  identified  for  this  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  46,896  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes  5,5^''2  acros  ot 
riparian  old  growth  and  38,510  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 


1985-86. 
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(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  Alascom  has  a  special  use  permit  for  a 
repeater  station  in  William  Henry  Bay. 

(f)  Minerals:     Mineral  activity  and  prospecting  have  been 
concentrated  along  the  coast  and  more  accessible  areas  inland. 
Locations  of  copper  and  silver  have  been  made  on  small, 
weakly-mineralized  areas  on  the  west  side  of  Point  Howard.  Generally 
the  area  has   low  mineral  potential.     As  a  result,    it  has  not  been 
heavilv  prospected,   but  there  are  numerous  known  current  claims. 

(g)  Potential  Research  Areas:     One  site,   located  in  the  lower 
Endicott  River  area,   has  been  identified  as  an  inventoried  potential 
Research  Natural  Area. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Periodically,    the  idea  of  a  proposed  highway  north  to  Haines 
surfaces.     Some  discussions,   including  a  draft  environmental  statemen 
in  1973,   proposed  a  possible  ferry  and  highway  terminal  in  St.  James 
Bay.     Since  that  time,    the  State  selected  the  area  immediately  around 
the  bay.     If  indeed  a  highway  was  constructed  north,    the  Chilkat 
Peninsula-West  Lynn  Canal  area  would  be  one   logical  route. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
-Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(d)  Land  Status:     The  area  around  St.   James  Bav  has  been  conveved  Co 
the  State.     Swanson  Harbor,   at  the  southern  tip  of  Chilkat  Peninsula, 
has  been  proposed  for  State  selection.     There   is  one  small  inholding 
in  VCU  107  and  several  small  parcels  of  private   land  adjacent   to  this 
roadless  area. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Chilkat-Wesc  Lvnn 
Canal  Roadless  Area  is  part  of  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  landmass  which 
includes  Endicott  River  Wilderness  and  Glacier  Bay  National  Park  and 
Monument . 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop 

Haines  (Pop 

Gustavus  (Pop 

Hoonah  (Pop 


23 , 729) 
1,838) 
218) 
960) 


20 
20 
10 
10 


20 
20 
10 
10 


The  Alaska  Marine  Highway  provides  service   to  Juneau,-  Haines  and  Hoonah. 
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(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  iniciacives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents :     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  with 
recreational,   hunting,   and  some  mining.     Commercial  fisheries  occur  on 
saltwater  outside  the  southern  and  western  sides  of  this  roadless 
area,   and  che  area  is  heavily  fished. 

e .      Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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^  INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Juneau  Urban   (305)  ACRES   (GROSS):      105,669         ACRES   (NFS):  105,110 

CEOZONE:     C21  . 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Lynn  Canal  and  Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  17 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Sawmill  Creek  017* 

Canyon  Creek  023 

Cowee  Creek  024 

Echo  Cove  025* 

Herbert-Eagle  026 

Auke  Bay  027* 

Montana  Creek  028* 

Mendenhall  029 
Nugget  Creek       .  030* 


18 
21 
16 

22 

13 
19 
21 


Not  rated  in  1979 
Not  rated  in  1979 


-The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 


(2)     History:       The  Juneau  Urban  area  has  a  long  history  of  inhabitation. 
Tlingit  Natives   lived  in  the  area  long  before   the  Gold  Rush  days  which 
began  in  1880  and  spurred  the  rapid  establishment  of  Juneau.  Mining 
activities  that  flourished  in  that  era  diminished  during  World  War  II 
because  of  fixed  gold  prices,  wartime  inflation,   and  labor  shortages. 
Increased  participation  in  outdoor  recreational  pursuits  and  tourism 
opportunities  began  to  take  place  in  those  areas  which  were  originally 
accessed  and  developed,    in  previous  years,   by  mining  ventures.  Currently, 
recreation  use   is  generally  high  in  this  area  and  activities  include 
hiking,    fishing,  hunting,   picnicking,  viewing  sceherv,   mountaineering  on 
glaciers,   and  other  recreational  activities.     A  recent  surge  in  mineral 
exploration  and  development  is  currently  underway. 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 


i 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  Juneau  mainland  and 
includes  land  from  Echo  Bay,   north  to  City  and  Borough  of  Juneau  land 
boundaries,   and  south  to  the  Lemon  Creek  area.     The  boundary  to  the  east  is 
the  geozone  boundary  between  Juneau  Goldbelt  (C21)  and  Juneau  Icefield 
(C23).     Generally,   this  analysis  area  falls  below  the  3,000-4,000  foot 
elevation  of  the  Juneau  Icefield.     The  Juneau  Urban  Roadless  .Area  is 
contiguous  with  the  Skagway- Juneau  Icefields  Roadless  Area  on  the  east 
side.     The  western  and  southern  boundaries  of  this   roadless  area  are 
formed  by  City  and  Borough  of  Juneau-owned  land  which  is  urban   in  nature 
and  much  of  it   roaded.     Glacier  Highway  runs  generally  north  Co  south  from 
Juneau  to  Echo  Cove  and  provides  easy  access   to  this  entire  area. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  as 
being  mountainous,   forested,   and,   in  places,   deeply  incised  with 
steep-walled,   glacially- scoured  valleys  that  extend  from  sea  level  to  the 
Juneau  Icefield.     Glaciers  and  icefalls  are  the  most  dramatic  features  and 
combined  with  the  surrounding  ridges  of  over  3,000-4,000  feet,  provide 
topographic  relief  of  extraordinary  beauty. 

The  area  contains  only  three  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline,   as  practically 
all  coastline  is  either  City  and  Borough  land  or  privately  owned  and/or 
roaded.     A  large  part  of  the  area  is  either  ice  and  snow  (12,309  acres), 
rock  (15,262  acres),   or  alpine  (1,958  acres).     Muskeg  encompasses  1,043 
acres.     There  are  1,499  acres  of  freshwater  lakes  in  this  area. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  northern  portion  of  this  area  is  classified 
as  being  in  the  Lynn  Canal  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is 
generally  characterized  by  rugged,   scoured  terrain  with  large, 
vertical  relief.     The  southern  portion  of  this  area  is  classified  in 
the  Coast  Range  Geographic  Province  which  includes  rugged, 
heavily- glaciated  terrain  with  extensive  alpine  and  ice  field 
environments . 

(b)  Vegetation:     Hemlock/spruce  rain  forests,   muskegs,  alder 
thickets,   alpine  slopes,   and  riparian  zones  all  can  be  found  in  this 
diverse  area.     There  are  approximately  63,167  acres  of  forested  land 
of  which  45,325  acres  are  classified  as  commercial  forest  land.  Of 
this  commercial  forest  land,   5,317  acres  are  riparian  old  growth  and 
34,032  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Alpine  portions  of  this  area  consist  of  shallow  to 
bedrock  soils  primarily  of  organic  and  mineral  origin.     The  majoricv 
of  the  area's  soils  range  from  well-developed,   deep,   colluvial  soils 
on  moderate   to  steep  slopes;   shallow  to  bedrock  colluvial  soils  chac 
are  well-drained  and  developed  on  very  steep  slopes;  and 
poorly-drained,   mineral  and/or  organic  soils  on  benches  and  moderate 
slopes.     Occurrences  of  muskegs  with  reduced  productivity  occur  on 
some  of  these  benches. 

The  entire  area  has  been  overridden  by  glaciers  with  a  predoiii  inanco  ot 
glacial  materials   throughout  but  especially  on  mid  to   lower  slopes. 
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(d)     Fish  Resources:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (19S3).  These 
ratings  describe   the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries . 

There  are  seven  VCU's  which  are  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish. 
Thev  are   listed  below;    those  with  an  asterisk  indicate   that  onlv  parr 
of  the  VCU  is  within  this  roadless  area. 


Canvon  Creek  023 

Cowee  Creek  024 

Echo  Cove  025* 

Herbert-Eagle  026 

Auke  Bay  027* 

Montana  Creek  028* 

Mendenhall  029 


Of  those,  three  VCU's  were  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial 
fish.  They  are  Auke  Bay  (27),  Mendenhall  (29),  and  Nugget  Creek 
(30).     Auke  Bay  (27)   is  also  highly  valued  in  its  estuarine  rating. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Wildlife  populations  are  typical  of  the 
mainland  areas  surrounding  Juneau  and  contain  numerous  waterfowl  and 
upland  birds.     Deer  populations  are  impacted  because  of  severe  winter 
conditions,,  and  generally  high  predator  populations.     Mountain  goats 
occupy  the  higher  elevations  during  summer  months,    generally  moving  to 
lower  elevations  during  heavy  snow  periods.      Furbearers  are  found 
throughout  the  area,   as  are  both  black  and  brown  bear. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species.     Two  species  of  peregrine   falcon  mav 
migrate  through  this  area;   both  are  on  the  Federal  Threatened  and 
Endangered  Species  List. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     Seven  VCU's   (74,381  acres)   were  allocated 
to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.  Those 
areas  are   to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses  and  activities   in  a 
compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide  the  greatest  combination  of 
benefits.     These  areas  have  either  high  use  or  high  amenity  values  in 
conjunction  with  high  commodity  values.     Three  of  those  VCU's  were 
designated  to  be  managed  with  a  LUD  3  emphasis  but  excluded  from 
calculation  of  timber  yield.     Two  VCU's   (30,229  acres)  were  allocated  to 
Land  Use  Designation  2  which  allows  management  in  a  roadless  state  to 
retain  the  wildland  character  of  the  area  but  permit  wildlife  and  fish 
habitat  improvements  and  primitive  recreation  facility  development. 

Numerous   trails  departing  from  the  Juneau  Road  System  transect  this 
roadless  area,   and  there  are  two  extremely  popular  public  recreation  cabins 
accessible  by  trails   in  this  area.     The  Mendenhall  Glacier  Recreation  Area 
is   included  in  this  roadless  area  and  includes  some  of  the  most  used  traiLs 
on  the  Chatham  Area.     A  major  visitor  center  and  large  campground  are 
within  the  Recreation  Area  and  adjacent  to  this  roadless  area. 
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Many  of  the  special  use  permits  in  the  area  are  associated  with 
recreational  outfitters  and  guides  activities.     In  1987,  management 
guidelines  for  helicopter  landing  tours  on  the  Juneau  Icefield  were 
developed  and  several  helicopter  companies  are  currently  authorized  to 
conduct  landing  tours  on  the  Icefield  and  glaciers  within  this  roadless 
area.     Guided  rafting  trips  are  permitted  across  Hendenhall  Lake   to  access 
Mendenhall  River. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  offers  spectacular 
scenery  and  opportunities   to  view  wildlife  and  vegetation,   yet  users  will 
perceive   that  historically,    the  area  has  been  modified  and  impacted.     T  h.  e 
modifications   that  have  occurred  in  the  area  (such  as   trails,  recreation 
cabins,   historic  mining  remains)   and  activities  such  as  helicopter  landing 
tours  affect  the  natural  appearance  of  this  area. 

The  visual  character  type  of  this  roadless  area  is  Coast  Range.  Landforms 
are  generally  large,   massive  and  give  an  impression  of  great  bulk.  Uplands 
are  generally  5,000  to  7,000  feet  in  elevation,   dissected  by  deep, 
s teep - wal led ,   U-shaped  valleys.     Mountain  ridges  are  generally  rounded 
summits  but  are  surmounted,   at  times,   by  aretes  and  horns  rising  8,000  to 
9,000  feet. 

Forty- three  percent  of  the  area  was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type)  and 
42  percent  of  the  acreage  was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  B  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  type) .     The  remaining 
acreage  was  categorized  in  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of 
landscape  diversity). 

The  vast  majority  (96  percent)   of  this  roadless  area  is   in  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)   I;   these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 
Approximately  one  percent  is  in  EVC  III.     These  areas  are  where  changes  in 
the  landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  person  but  they  do  not  attract 
attention.     The  natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  still  remains  dominant. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     External   influences   that  affect 
this  roadless  area  are   the  Juneau  Road  System,   numerous   flight  paths  and 
air  traffic  in  the  area,   and  an  urban  population  who  utilizes  the  area 
extensively.     From  vistas  and  vantage  points,   users  of  the  area  also  can 
view  Gastineau  Channel  and  Lynn  Canal,   both  busy  waterways  for  ferries, 
cruiseships,   and  private  and  commercial  vessels. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  oc 
the  area,   the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  clie 
processes  which  formed  this  country  are  all  attractions.     The  proximity  to 
the  Juneau  Icefield  and  the  numerous  glaciers  offer  unparalleled  scenery 
and  opportunities  for  mountaineering,   skiing,    ice  and  rock  climbing, 
camping,   and  scenic  viewing. 

High-quality  fishing  opportunities   in  the  streams  and  lakes  are  also  an 
attraction.     The  area  contains  18   inventoried  recreation  places 
encompassing  56,634  acres.     These  are  numerous   improved  trails   in  the  aro.i 
and  two  popular  public  recreation  cabins. 
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b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Untroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  Is  contiguous 
with  the  Skagwav- Juneau  Ice  fie  Id-  Roadless  Area  and,   because  of  Che  nature 
of  the  glaciers  and  Icefield,    the  areas  covered  with  glaciers  and   ice  at 
the  higher  elevations  will  undoubtedly  remain  roadless.      Boundaries  formed 
bv  City  and  Borough  of  Juneau  lands  may  not  be  well  defined  and  easily 
locatable  on  the  ground.     The   lower  elevation  area  is   impacted  bv  easv 
access   from  the  Juneau  Road  Svstem  and  would  be  more  difficult  to  manage  a 
w  i Iderness . 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  modified  by  public  recreation  cabins, 
numerous  trails,   and  past  and  present  raining  claims.     In  addition,  air 
traffic  by  regularly- scheduled  air  operators,   flightseeing  tours,  and 
helicopter  landing  tours  all  contribute  to  impacting  the  ecological 
processes  in  the  area. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  not  a  high  opportunity  for 
solitude   in  this  area.     Frequent  air  traffic  by  jets,   small  planes,  and 
helicopters  is  usually  present.     Noise  from  the  Juneau  Road  System  can  be 
heard  in  much  of  the  area.     The  trails  and  public  recreation  cabins   in  the 
area  are  generally  considered  to  be  highly  used,   and  contact  with  otb.er 
users   is  not  uncommon. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  priniarilv 
Primitive  and  Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  recreation  opportunity: 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Pristine  (PI) 
Primitive  (P2) 

Serai  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Serai  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Rural  (R) 

Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Urban 


461 
38,838 
42,906 
15,244 

561 
6,540 

559 


The 


area  contains  18  recreation  places 


ROS 


CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


SPNM 
SPM 
RN 
R 


5 
4 
6 
3 


37.731 
14,245 
4,  117 


542 


10,086 
26 , 596 


14,450 
881 


As  mentioned  previously,    there  are  two  public  recreation  cabins   in  the 
area,   and  numerous  trails  which  tend  to  focus  recreational  use   in  the 
area.     Hunters  and  fishers  also  use   the  area  quite  extensively. 


(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
glaciers  and  surrounding  scenery  are   the  most  significant  special  featuro 
of  the  area. 
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c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  spectacular  scenerv,    re lacive ly- easv 
access   to   Che  area  and  opportunity  Co  view  and/or  harvest  fish  and 
wildlife  serve   Co  make   chis   roadless  area  accraccive  and  recreation 
poCential  seemingiv  infinite.     Recreation  opportunities   include  boch 
developed  and  dispersed  projects. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     Several  fish  habitat  improvement  projects  have 
been  identified  in  che  Tongass  Land  Managemenc  Plan,    amended  19S5-So 
for  chis  analysis  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  amended  Tongass  Land  ManagemenC  Plan, 
1985-86,    idencified  several  waterfowl  habitat  improvement-  projects. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  32,153  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  3,S38  acres  of 
suitable  riparian  old  growth  and  24,838  acres  of  suitable  non- riparian 
old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     Special  use  permits  for  this  area  are 
issued  primarily  for  outfitters  and  guides  activities.  Recently, 
there  has  been  renewed  interest  in  mineral  exploration  as  evidenced  bv 
eighteen  new  Plans  of  Operation  received  by  the  Juneau  Ranger  District 
in  the  summer  of  1988. 

(f)  Minerals:     This  area  encompasses  much  of  what  is  known  as  che 
Juneau  Gold  Belt  and  is  recognized  as  an  area  of  high  mineral 
development  potential,   priority  one. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Research:     This  roadless  area  does  not 
contain  any  designated  or  inventoried  potential  Research  Natural 
Areas . 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  Cowee-Davies  Timber  Sale,    locaCed  in  chis  roadless  area,  was 
halced  during  Che  appeal  process  because  che  courc  deemed  an 
environmenCal  impact  statement  necessary.     Timber  sales  within  chis 
area  would  be  controversial  because  of  its  close  proximicy  to  Juneau 
and  the  high  recreation  use  of  the  area. 

(b)  Because  of  its  proximity  to  Juneau,   interest  is  high  regarding 
any  management  decisions  made  for  this  area. 

(c)  Juneau  was  founded  because  of  the  discovery  of  gold.  Because 
much  of  the  current  outdoor  recreational  pursuits  and  tourism 
opportunities   take  place  in  those  areas   that  were  originally  accessed 
and  developed  by  mining  ventures  of  the  past,    the  recent  surge  in 
mineral  exploration  and  development   is  being  raec  wich  niixod  oniotion.s. 

(d)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significanC  fire  hiscory. 
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(e)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  Cree  diseases  common  Co  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  known  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(f)  Land  Status:     A  parcel  of  48  acres  has  been  recently  selected  by 
the  State   in  the  Eagle  River  area,   and  a  larger  parcel  has  been 
proposed.     The  Auke  Cape/Lena  Cove  parcel  of  653  acres  is  also  a 
proposed  State  selection.     Two  small  patented  mining  claims  are  within 
the  area. 

Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Juneau  Urban 
Roadless  Area  is  contiguous  with  the  Skagway- Juneau  Icefield  Roadless  Area 
(301)   and  forms  a  larger  mainland  unroaded  landmass  of  approximately 
1,314,309  acres. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  Adjacent 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4,040)  120 

Skagway  (Pop.  583)  56 

Haines  (Pop.  1,338)  45 


Adj  acent 
125 
65 
45 


The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is   the  Auke  Bav  Ferrv 
Terminal,  in  Juneau. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 


(b)     Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associ.iced  with 
variety  of  recreational  activities,   both  motorized  and  non-iiiotorLzed 
which  includes  hunting,    fishing,  viewing  scenery,   and  activities  in 
support  of  tourism.     There   is   local   interest  and  concern  regarding 
availability  of  firewood. 

Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVID15AL  ROADLESS  AJIEA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME;  Mansfield  Peninsula  (306)  ACRES  (GROSS):  53,054  ACRES  (NFS):  52,994 
GEOZONE:  C20 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  20 


a.  Description 


(1)     Relationship  to  ElARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

ine  CommenCs 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS 

Barlow  Cove 

125 

18 

Funter  Bay 

126* 

17 

Calm  Station 

127 

19 

Hawk  Inlet 

128 

15 

Lone  Mountain 

129 

19 

Horse  Island 

130 

14 

Fowler  Creek 

131* 

13 

■--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 


(2)  History:     The  Mansfield  Peninsula  has  had  a  long  history  of  use. 
Undoubtedly,   Native  use  of  the  area  focused  on  fishing  and  hunting.  More 
recent  history  reveals  the  importance  of  mining  in  the  area;   much  of  the 
peninsula  contains  active  or  historic  mining  claims  in  evidence  today.  .An 
old  cannery  site  is  located  on  the  south  side  of  Hawk  Inlet  adjacent  to 
this  roadless  area. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  Mansfield  Peninsula  which 
is   the  northernmost  portion  of  Admiralty  Island.     It  is  surrounded  by 
Stephens  Passage   to  the  east  and  Lynn  Canal/Chatham  Strait   to   the  west. 

The  southern  boundary  of  this  roadless  area  is  adjacent  to  the  recent  road 
constructed  from  Young  Bay  to  Green's  Creek  Mine.     It  is  approximate Iv 
three  miles  from  the  eastern  shore  of  the  peninsula  to  the  west  side  of 
Douglas  Island  and  seven  miles   to  Auke  Bay/Juneau. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  in 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C-303 


The  area  is  accessed  primarily  by  private  boats,   and  private  or  chartered 
planes  or  helicopters.     Several  excellent  anchorages  are   found  adjacent  to 
the  peninsula,    including  Funter  Bay,   Hawk  Inlet,   and  Barlow  Cove.     As  of 
19S7,   regular  service  for  employees  of  Green's  Creek  Mine  has  been  provided 
bv  boat  shuttle.     There   is  no  public  transportation  to   the  area. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  by 
low-elevation,    relative ly- flat  topography  with  two  rugged  mountain  peaks 
over  3,100  feet.     The  area  contains   75  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 
Onlv  100  acres  are   inventoried  as  alpine  and  1,400  acres  as   rock.  Muskeg 
comprises  2,066  acres,   and  freshwater  lakes   140  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  [Northern 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     Islands  in  this  province  are 
generally  protected  from  the  full  force  of  storms  off  of  the  outer 
coast  but  have  colder  climate,   more  rugged  topography,   and  more 
distinctive  fauna  than  the  Central  Interior  Islands  Province. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Lower  slopes  are  generally  densely  forested  with 
typical  spruce/hemlock  forest,  but  sometimes  exhibit  a  combination  of 
muskeg  openings,   brush,   and  scattered  tree  cover  up  to  approximately 
2,500  feet  in  elevation.     There  are  approximately  49,688  acres  of 
forested  land  of  which  28,409  acres  are  commercial  forest  land.  Of 
the  commercial  forest  land,   25,587  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growcli 
and  1,401  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Much  of  the  area's  soils  range   from  we  1 1 - deve loped .  deep 
colluvial  soils  on  moderate   to  steep  slopes;   shallow  to  bedrock 
colluvial  soils   that  are  well-drained  and  developed  on  verv  steep 
slopes;   and  poorly- drained ,   mineral  and/or  organic  soils  on  benches 
and  moderate  slopes.     Occurrences  of  muskegs  with  reduced  productivitv 
occur  in  this  area  also. 

(d)  Fish  Resources:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (  1983;).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

No  VCU's  were  rated  of  highest  value  for  either  sport  or  commercial 
fish  in  this  roadless  area.     Funter  Bay  (VCU  126)   and  Hawk  Inlet  t^VCU 
128)   are  highly  valued  estuaries. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  Mansfield  Peninsula  supports  a  large 
population  of  brown  bear  as  well  as  Sitka  black-tailed  deer.  Smaller 
animals  include   furbearers  such  as  mink,   marten,   and  beaver. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  The  area  does  not  cont.iiii  .niv 
known  threatened  or  endangered  species. 
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(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     All  VCU's   (54,094  acres)    in  this  roadless 
area  were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  3   in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan  with  emphasis  on  managing  for  uses  and  activities   in  a 
compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide  the  greatest  combination  of 
benefits.     These  areas  have  either  high  use  or  high  amenity  values  in 
conjunction  with  high  commodity  values. 

.Approximatelv   ten  to   thirteen  isolated  hunter  or  recreation  residence 
cabins  are  under  special  use  permit  in  this  area,   and  most  are  accessed 
from  the  eastern  shoreline  which  is  closest  to  Juneau.     A  special  use 
permit   in  the  past  authorized  heli-hiking  opportunities   in  the  alpine 
areas,   but  that  permit  was  never  exercised. 

Active  raining  claims  and  associated  patented  land  are  found  within  this 
roadless  area  to  a  large  extent. 

Hunting  is  the  primary  activity  in  the  area,   other  than  mining.     There  are 
no  public  recreation  cabins  but  there  are  several  minor  trails  to  access 
recreation  residences. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  visual  character  of  this 
roadless  area  is  Admiralty-Chichagof .     For  the  most  part,   landforms  are 
generally  rounded.     This  visual  character  type  can  exhibit  great 
diversity.     The  majority  (68  percent)   of  this  roadless  area  is  found  in 
Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the 
character  type)  with  32  percent  in  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree 
of  landscape  diversity) 

Ninety-seven  percent  of  this   roadless  area  is   in  Existing  Visual  Condition 
(EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity.     Two  perceiic 
is   inventoried  in  EVC  III.     These  areas  have  changes   in  the   landscaped  thae 
are  noticed  by  the  average  person  but  they  do  not  attract  attention.  The 
natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  still  remains  dominant.     These  small 
areas  appear  modified  by  raining  claims  and  historic  raines   in  the  area. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     External   influences  include 
activities  around  raining  claims,   and  associated  traffic   to  and   from  Guee-is 
Creek's  mining  operation  located  just  south  of  this  roadless  area.  Jecs 
and  small  planes  fly  over  Mansfield  Peninsula  on  regular  flight  paths  -ir.d 
often  at  low  altitudes.     The  Alaska  Marine  Highway  ferry  route  includes 
both  Stephens  Passage  and  Lynn  Canal /Chatham  Strait  so  vessels  are  visibK^ 
from  areas  within  this  roadless  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Primary  attractions  :o 
this  area  include  good  anchorages,   and  high-quality  hunting  and  fishing 
opportunities  in  a  location  easily  accessible  from  the  capital  city  of 
Juneau.     The  area  contains  14  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  34 .  ~-4-+ 
acres.     There  are  minor  improved  trails  in  the  area. 
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b.   Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area   is  well 
defined  bv  shorelines  but  mav  be  more  difficult  to  manage   in  a  wilderness 
condition  because  of  the  numerous  existing  mining  claims  on  the  peninsula. 
The  southern  border  of  this  roadless  area  is  adjacent  to  a  road  authorized 
under  an  easement  to  access  Greens  Creek  Mine,   and  traffic  and  activities 
in  this  area  are  expected  to   increase  as   the  Greens  Creek  mine  swings  into 
full  operation. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  has  been  modified  by  mining  claims,  and 
access  routes   to  these  claims,    for  many  years. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  not  a  high  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area  because  of  the  numerous  floatplanes,  helicopters, 
boats,    ferries,   and  cruiseships   traveling  to,   near,   or  over  this  peninsula. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily  a 
Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  recreation  opportunity. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  II   (P2)  2,961 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  38,999 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  5,865 

Roaded  Natural  (RN)  6,189 


The  ar^a  contains  14  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


c  . 


P2 

SPNM 

SPM 

RN 


2.580 
15,978 
3,840 
2,  780 


1.  564 
3,523 
6  ,  293 
4,  994 


(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural)':  No  known 
special  features  exist  in  this  roadless  area. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Recreation  potential  for  this  peninsula  is 
moderately  high  because  of  its  close  proximity  to  a  large  population 
center.     Public  recreation  cabins   that  can  be  accessed  by  saltwater 
are  desired.     Heli-hiking  opportunities  in  the  alpine  mav  become  more 
popular . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  are 
projected  for  the  future. 


(c)     Wildlife  Resource:     No  projects   for  the   future  are  identLfieJ 
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(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  23,584  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes   1,201  acres  of 
suitable  riparian  old  growth  and  21,102  acres  of  suitable  non-riparian 
old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  is  a  right-of-wav  for  an  old 
tractor  trail   to   the  Williams  Mine  departing  from  the  south  shore  of 
Funter  Bav .     This  area   is  not  technically  within  the   roadless  area  but 
is  adj  acent   to   it . 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  generally  has  a  prioritv-one  high  mineral 
development  potential  rating,   and  there  are  currently  numerous  known 
claims  within  the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     This  roadless  area  contains  no 
designated  or  inventoried  potential  Research  Natural  Areas. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(b)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(c)  Land  Status:     A  parcel  at  Hawk  Inlet  was  nominated  but  not 
recommended  for  State  selection,   as  was  a  parcel  near  Young  Bav.  .A 
parcel  at  Funter  Bay  has  been  proposed  as  well  as  a  parcel  on  the  east 
side  of  the  peninsula  south  of  Colt  Island.     No  selections  or 
conveyances  have  occurred  to  date. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Nearbv  roadless  areas 
to  Mansfield  Peninsula  include  only  the  Greens  Creek-Y'oung  Bay  Roadless 
Area  (307)  but  they  are  separated  by  the  road  and  easement  that  traverses 
the  peninsula  to  access  the  Greens  Creek  Mine. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  7  7 

Sitka  (Pop.  8,041)  75  110 

Skagway  (Pop.  583)  74  74 

Haines  (Pop.  1,838)  63  63 

The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Auke  Bay/Juneau. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:  The  area  has  not  been  identifiot.1  as  proposed 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initLar^^\^s 
to  date . 
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(b)  Local  users/residents:  MosC  use  of  the  area  is  associated  with 
mining,   hunting  and  fishing. 


e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Greens  Creek  (307)  ACRES  (GROSS):     48,917  ACRES   (NFS):  4S,07S 

GEOZONE:     C20  and  C15 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  21 


a.  Description 


(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Hawk  Inlet  128*  15 

Fowler  Creek  131*  18 

Young  Bay  132  00 

Eagle  Peak  133  23 

Green  Creek  144  22 


••--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     Evidence  of  prehistoric  and  historic  use  of  this  roadless 
area  is  documented.     Historically,   Tlingit  clans  have  used  the  area  as  a 
seasonal  subsistence  procurement  area,   and  seasonal  camps  and  at  least  otie 
village  site  have  been  noted.     Trapper  cabins  have  been  found   in  the  area, 
along  with  evidence  of  hunting  and  fishing  camps.     On  the  eastern  shore  of 
Hawk  Inlet  adjacent  to   this  roadless  area,    the  evidence  of  an  old  cannery 
which  burned  in  1976  still  remains.     That  cannery  was  constructed  in  1911. 
Today,   those  remaining  buildings  are  owned  by  the  Bristol  Bav  Native 
Corporation . 

A  cabin  was  constructed  in  the  Young  Bay  area  by  the  Civilian  Conservation 
Corps  in  the  late  1930' s  as  a  shelter  and  was  later  converted  into  a 
recreation  cabin.     A  corduroy  trail  from  the  cabin  to  Young  Lake   is  though, 
to  have  been  constructed  in  conjunction  with  the  shelter. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  Che  nationwide  system  used 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  Admiralty  Island  and  is 
directly  north  of  Admiralty  Island  National  Monument  Wilderness.     VCU  144 
is  within  Admiralty  Island  National  Monument  but   is  not  designated 
Wilderness.     The  northern  boundary  of  this  roadless  area  is   formed  by  the 
access  road  to  Greens  Creek  Mine  that  traverses  Mansfield  Peninsula  from 
Young  Bay  to  Hawk  Inlet. 

The  Greens  Creek  Roadless  Area  is  accessed  primarily  by  private  boats  and 
private  or  chartered  aircraft.     .As  of  1987,   regular  service  for  employees 
of  Greens  Creek  Mine  has  been  provided  by  boat  shuttle.     There  is  no  public 
transportation  to   the  area. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     This  area's  terrain  ranges  from  hummocky 
and  blocky  landforms  to  complex  terrain  dominated  by  angular  profiles  and 
sharply-defined  crests.     Geologic  features  range  from  minor  peaks  to 
prominent  escarpments,   craggy  peaks,   and  rock  outcrops  that  tend  to 
dominate  the  view.     Level  plains  and  foothills  along  Hawk  Inlet  and  Young 
Bay  include  pocket  clearings  of  meadows,   muskegs,   and  lakes.     There  are  11 
miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     About  4,085  acres  are   inventoried  as 
alpine  and  1,902  acres  as  rock.     Freshwater  lakes  comprise   150  acres  and 
there  are  40  acres  of  small  islands. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Northern 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally 
characterized  as  being  protected  from  the  full  force  of  storms  off  of 
the  outer  coast,   but  with  colder  climate  and  more  rugged  topography 
than  in  the  Central  Interior  Islands  province. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  of  this  area  is  dominated  bv 
spruce/hemlock  forest.     The  understory  is  composed  of  shrubs  such  as 
blueberry,   huckleberry,   rusty  menziesia,   and  devil's  club.  Common 
groundcover  plants  are  trailing  raspberry,  bunchberry,    foamf lower,  and 
twisted  stalk.     Various  cryptogams  carpet  the  forest  floor;   mosses  are 
dominant  but  liverworts  and  lichens  are  also  abundant. 

There  are  approximately  37,386  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  2S,15" 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
25,495  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  1,732  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils   in  the  area  are  largely  a  result  of  the  movement  of 
glaciers   that  covered  the  area  5,000  to  10,000  years  ago,   and  from 
erosion  of  glacial  deposits  since  then.     Soil  types  vary  considerably 
depending  upon  their  distance  from  Hawk  Inlet,   major  streams,  and 
Young  Bay.     Bedrock  underlies  the  entire  area. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1^''83').  Thoso 
ratings  describe   the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 
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One  VCU  was   rated  as  having  che  highest  value   for  sport   fish  in  this 
area.     This   is  VCU  133,    Eagle  Peak.     This  VCU  was  also  rated  as  highly 
valued  for  commercial  fish.     VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  estuaries 
include  Hawk  Inlet   (128),   Eagle  Peak  (133),   and  Green  Creek  (144). 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Important  populations  of  wildlife  in  this 
roadless  area  include  brown  bear,   Sitka  black-tailed  deer,  bald 
eagles,   waterf owl/shorebirds ,   and  furbearers  such  as  mink,  marten, 
river  otter,   and  beaver. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species.     Two  species  of  peregrine  falcon  uiav 
migrate  through  this  area;  both  are  on  the  Federal  Endangered  and 
Threatened  Species  List. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     All  of  the  VCU's  except  VCU  144  were 
allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  3  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan, 
with  an  emphasis  on  managing  for  uses  and  activities  in  a  compatible  and 
complementary  manner  to  provide  the  greatest  combination  of  benefits. 
Total  acreage  for  these  LUD  3  VCU's  is  31,028  acres.     These  areas  have 
either  high  use  or  high  amenity  values  in  conjunction  with  high  commodity 
values.     The  other  drainage   (VCU  144)   is' designated  Non- Wilderness  National 
Monument  Lands,   LUD  1,  with  16,710  acres.     Although  not  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  requirements  of  the  National  Wilderness   Preservation  System, 
it  is  to  be  managed  to  protect  objects  of  ecological,   cultural,  geological, 
historical,   prehis torical ,   and  scientific  interest.     Harvesting  of  timber 
for  commercial  purposes  is  not  permitted.     The  Alaska  National  Interest 
Lands  Conservation  Act  (ANILCA)  has  recognized  the  mineral  values   in  these 
locations  and'has  provided  for  mineral  development.     Although  withdrawn 
from  entry,   ANILCA  makes  provisions  for  continued  prospecting  on  lands 
within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  valid  mineral  claims. 

Within  this  roadless  area  are  three  public  recreation  cabins  and  a  trail. 
Because  of  the  close  proximity  to  Juneau,   this  roadless  area  receives 
considerable  use  for  recreational,  hunting,   and  fishing  pursuits. 

Of  utmost  impact  to   this  roadless  area  is  the  adjacent  Greens  Creek  Mining 

operation  located  in  VCU  144.     The  access  road  forms  a  "cherrv  stem" 

boundary  within  the  roadless  area  and  the  activities   found  here  have  the 

greatest  impacts  on  the  adjacent  roadless  area. 

Young  Bay  Experimental  Forest  is  located  in  VCU  133. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     Several  activities  and  facilities 
within  or  adjacent  to  this  roadless  area  affect  its  apparent  naturalness. 
The  three  recreation  cabins  and  trail,   the  adjacent  Greens  Creek  Mine  and 
associated  road,   and  the  adjacent  fire-gutted  cannery  facility  on  Hawk 
Inlet  all  provide  evidence  of  human  alteration. 

The  visual  character  type  of  this  roadless  area  is  Admira 1 tv - Chichago f . 
For  the  most  part,    landforms   in  this  unit  are  generally  rounded.  Not.ible 
exceptions  exist,   however,   especially  on  the  northern  portions  of  .Adiii  i  ra  I  Cy 
Island  where  mountainous   terrain  tends   to  be  rugged  and  snow-covered  most 
of  the  year.     Numerous   tidal  meadows  of  varying  sizes  are   found   in  this 
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Lip.ic  and  lowei:  slopes  are  generally  densely  forested  buc  can  exhibic  a 
coir.b  inacion  of.  muskeg  openings,   brush,    and  scattered   tree  cover  up  to 
approximate Iv  2,500  feet   in  elevation. 

Tl-,irtv- f ive  percent  of  this   roadless  area  was   inventoried   in  Variety 
Cl.iss  A   ^possessing   landscape  diversity  that   is  unique   for   the  character 
tvoe^   and  30  percent   in  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape  diversity 
that   is  common  for  the  character  type) .     The  remaining  35  percent   is  in 
Variety  Class  C   (.possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape  diversity^ 

Th.e  ;T^ajoritv  of  this  area  i,':^6  percent)    is   inventoried   in  EVC   I.  Those 
areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity.     Approximately  three 
percent   ^1,520  acres)   are  inventoried  in  EVC  III,   where  changes   in  the 
landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  person  buC  donoc  attract  attention. 
The  natural  appearance  of  the  landscape  still  remains  dominant. 

(3)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Primary  external   influences  to 
this  roadless  area  include   the  Greens  Creek  Mine,   and  road  and  traffic 
associated  with  that  operation.     Other  influences  may  be  aircraft  passing 
over  the  roadless  area,   boats   in  both  Hawk  Inlet  and  Young  3ay ,  and 
firearms  discharged  by  hunters. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural   features  o 
the  area,    the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see  and  hunt  wildlife  are  al 
considered  attractions.     High-quality  fishing  opportunities   in  the  streams 
and  lakes  are  also  an  attraction.     The  area  contains   twelve  inventoried 
recreation  places  encompassing  29,509  acres.     There   is  one   improved  tr-iLl 
in  the  area  providing  hike -in  access   to  Young  Lake  where   two  public 
recreation  cabins  are  located.     Another  verv  popular  cabin   is   located  in 
.Admiralty  Cove. 

Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  management  area  boundaries:     The  area   is  generally 
well  defined  by  a  combination  of  topographic  features,   existing  roads,  ai^.d 
adjacency  to  Admiralty  Island  National  Monument  Wilderness.  The 
feasibility  of  management  of  this  area  in  a  roadless  condition  is 
relatively  good  except  in  VCU  144.     The   largest  impacts   to  wilderness 
values  would  be  activities  and  traffic  associated  with  the  mining  opeiMCio 
and  the   impact  of  those  activities  within  that  VCU. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The   three  public  recreation  cabins,    the  trail, 
raining  operations,   and  past  historic  activities  are   in  or  are  visible  from 
this  roadless  area;    therefore,    the  roadless  area  appears  modified  to  some 
extent . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Opportunities   for  solitude  vary  depending 
upon  one's  location.     Along  any  of  the  coastlines  of  this  roadless  area 
opportunities   for  solitude  decrease  as  aircraft,   pleasure  boats, 
cruiseships,   and  Alaska  State   ferries  pass.     Within  the  Greens  Creek 
drainage,    traffic   increases   in  the   form  of  both  aircraft  and  mocoritod 
vehicles  a longtheaccessroad. 
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The   three  public  recreacion  cabins  on  Admiralcy  Cove  and  "I'oungs  Lake  are 
extremely  popular  and  generally  in  use  for  much  of  the  year. 
Rec reationis ts  and/or  hunters  will  probably  be   in  evidence  near  those 
areas.     Awav  from  these  developed  facilities  or  sho re  1  iiies  .   much  of  tl-'.e 
area   is  not  accessible  bv  boat  or   floatplane,    and   the  opportunitv  for 
solitude   increases  dramatically. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:  The  area  provides  primarilv  a 
semi - primi tive  non - mo  tor ized  recreation  opportunity: 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  (,P)  480 
Serai-Primicive  Non-Mocorized  (SPNM)  38,956 
Serai- Primi cive  Mocorized  (SPM)  4,301 

The  area  concains  twelve  recreacion  places. 

ROS  CLASS  *  OF  REC.    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


PI  1  220  6 

P2  1  260  14 

SPNM  2  24,246  2,133 

SPM  4  1,121  2,766 


As  mentioned  previously,  there  are  three  public  recreation  cabins  and  one 
trail  within  this  roadless  area. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  Youtu; 
Bay  Experimental  Forest   is   located  in  VCU  133. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  PoCenCials 

(a)  Recreacion  Pocencial:     This  area  has  been  recognized  for  the 
numerous  recreacion  opporcunicies  and  potencial  it  provides.  The 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   amended  Winter  1935-36.  identifies 
several  recreacion  projecCs  such  as  construction  of  a  water- trail  or 
National  Recreacion  Trail,   and  public  recreation  cabins. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  No  fish  habitat  enhancement  projects  have  been 
identified  in  chis  roadless  area;  therefore,  unroaded  or  wilderness 
designation  would  have  liccle  effecc  on  this  resource. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  No  wildlife  enhancement  projects  are  planned 
for  this  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource;     There  are  15,472  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes   1,732  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  13,590  acres  of  non- riparian  oUi  growci\. 


(e)     Land  Use  Authorizations:  None 
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(f)  Minerals:     The  area  generally  has  a  high  mineral  development 
poCencial,   prioricy-one  minerals  racing,    in  che  vicinity  of  Greens 
Greek  mining  operacion   {VCV   144).     There  are  known  current  claims  in 
the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific   Interest:     There  are  no  designated  or 
inventoried  potential  Research  Natural  Areas   in  this   roadless  area. 
Young  3av  Experimental  Forest   is   located  in  VCU  133. 

(2)     Management  Gons iderations 

(a)  The  impacts  of  the  Greens  Greek  mine  and  associated  developments 
in  VCU  144  significancly  impact  that  entire  drainage. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common   to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(d)  Land  Status:     The  State  had  nominated  S41  acres  near  Young  Bay 
for  selection  but  did  not  propose  selection  of  this  parcel.     This  is 
because  State  ownership  would  be  perceived  as  a  conflict  with  the 
Greens  Greek  Mine  non-development  concept  for  the  Hawk  Inlet  and  Youn 
Bay  areas.     This  non-development  concept  is   to  last   thirty  vears  ,  tlie 
expected  life  of  the  mine. 

Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Greens  G  ree  k  -  Youp.i:  B.; 
Roadless  Area  is  part  of  a  larger  unroaded  landmass  of  approximate^  Lv 
985,474  acres  which  includes  Admiralty  Island  National  Monument 
Wilderness.     Mansfield  Peninsula  Roadless  Area  (306)    is   in  close  proximLCv 
to  this  roadless  area  but  is  separated  only  by  the  access   road   from  Youn^: 
Bay  to  Hawk  Inlet. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 

Air  Miles 

Water 

Juneau 

(Pop. 

23 , 729) 

10 

20 

Hoonah 

(Pop. 

960) 

28 

32 

Sitka 

(Pop. 

3 .041) 

71 

105 

Ke  tchikan 

(Pop. 

12 , 705) 

210 

240 

Angoon 

(Pop. 

639) 

43 

43 

The  closest  Alaska  Marine  Highway  ferry  terminals  to  this  roadless  area  ar 
Auke  Bay/Juneau,   Hoonah,   and  Angoon. 
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(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     A  portion  of  this  roadless  area  has  been 
identified  as   a  potential  moratorium  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  i 
legislative   initiatives   to  date.     The  proposed  area   is  primarilv  in 
the  Young  3ay/'AdmiraI  tv  Cove  area. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:  Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  wicli 
hunting  although  camping,  boating,  fishing,  and  shellfish  gatherip.g 
are  also  important. 

Environinental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N^VME:     '.v'indham- Pore     ^  303) 
Houghton 


ACRES   (GROSS):     240, 77  7 


ACRES   (NFS):  :-40,: 


CEOZONE:  0:5 

CE0CR.-\PHIC  PROVINCE;     CoasC  Range 

198 J  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  R^\TING:  •:3 


DescripCion 

(L)     RelaCionship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The   cable  below  displays   che  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  commencs.     This  enables 
che  reader  co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaluaced  in  Appendix  C  wich 
previous  analyses. 

'  1979 

ne  CommenCs 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  R 

Sandford  Cove 

066 

21 

Sand  Bay 

063 

20 

Dry  Bay 

069 

21 

Pc.  Windham 

070 

21 

Windham  Bay 

071 

20 

Windham  Creek 

07.2 

13 

Sunsec  Island 

073 

20 

Libbv  Creek 

07^:** 

20 

Hobarc  Bay 

075* 

24 

Chuck  River 

076 

23 

Hobarc  Creek* 

077 

i 

Sale  Chuck 

079 

i  27 

Alice  Lake 

080* 

20 

PC.  Hoc 

081* 

19 

Negro  Creek 

082 

o  n 

Pore  Houghcon 

0S3 

21 

Sandborn  Canal 

084 

9  ■•) 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  pare  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     Hiscory:       There   is  evidence  chac  porcions  of  "his  area  have  bee-.i  us 
since  prehiscoric  Cimes.     In  more  recenc  hiscory,   evidence  of  small 
homesCeads,    logging,   mining  accivicies,   and  fox  farms  can  scill  be  fouiid 
dacing  back  Co  che  1800' s  and  early  1900' s. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unic)  is  one  of  867  waCersheds  which  make  up  cho 
ForesC  and  were  dif f erenCiaCed  for  planning  purposes  in  Che  Tongass  Lund 
ManagemenC  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  ACCribuCe  Racing  System   (WARS)   was   Che  naCionwLde  systoin  u.solI 
rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Ro.idloss  .Aro.i 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(3)     LocaCion  and  Access:     The  area  is   locaced  direccly  south  ot 
Tracy  Arm-Fords  Terror  Wilderness  and  is  bordered  Co   che  west  by  Stephens 
Passage.     The   southern  and  eastern  boundaries   Lie  along   the  adminis  trat  i\' 
boundary  between  the  Chatham  and  Stikine  Areas  of  the  Tongass  National 
Fores  c . 

The  area  is  accessed  primarily  by  boat  and  occasionally  by  floatplane, 
although  there  are  no  regular ly- scheduled  flights   into   the  area. 

(,4)     Geography  and  Topography:     The   topography  of  zl\e   area   is  typical 
glaciated  vallevs   in  Southeast  .Alaska.      The  area  contains  U-shaped  valLev 
with  steep,   glac ial Iv - scoured  sidewalls  and  mountainous  ridgetops. 
Elevations  range  from  sea  level  to  over  5,000  feet.     There  are   L^O  miles 
shoreline  on  salcwacer.   and  320  acres  of  small  islands  within  this  roadie 
area.     Rock  comprises  12,977  acres  of  this  area  and  alpine  2,399  acres. 
Ice  and  snow  total  2,062  acres.     Muskeg  tocals  601  acres  and  there  are  5S 
acres  of  freshwater  lakes. 

(5)  EcosysCeni: 

(a)  Classification :     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized 
by  rugged,   heavily- glaciated  terrain  with  extensive  alpine 
environments.     Productive   forest  lands  are  usually  confined  to  river 
valleys  and  marine   terraces.     Alpine  lakes;   young,   dynamic   rivers:  .-i 
deep,   U-shaped  troughs  are  characteristically  present   in  this  area. 

(b)  VegetaCion:     Most  forest  timber  stands  are  composed  primarilv  o 
western  hemlock  and  Sitka  spruce,   although  Alaska-cedar  is 
occasionally  found  scattered  throughout  the  spruce/ hemlock  stands. 
lodgepole  pine  can  be  found  on  poorly-drained  sites.     Red  .ilder  ap.^i 
Sitka  alder  line  some  streams  and  shorelines,   and  dominate  LandslL^io 
and  other  areas  where  soil  disturbance  has  occurred.     There  are 
approximately  195,808  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  155.010  acros 
are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,    15, -tiO 
acres  are  riparian  old  growth  and  139,460  acres  are  non- riparian  o  IJ. 
growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  on  the  sideslopes  are  predominantly  shallow 
residuals  which  have  developed  from  me tasediments  .     Rooting  strengtii 
is  an  important  factor  in  slope  stability,   because  of  its  anchori-.ii: 
effect  on  the  shallow  soil  mantle.     Valley  bottom  soils  on  tloodpL.iL; 
and  terraces  are  composed  primarily  of  alluvial  silts,   sands,  an.d 
gravel . 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  es tuar ies . 


LYSIS  OF  THE  MA.N'AGc.MENT  SITUATION     -     Januarv   31,    1990  C-iL7- 


Onlv  one  VCU  y76)  was  raced  as  having  the  highesc  value   tor  spore  nis 
in  chis  area.     The  VCU's  raced  as  highly  valued  for  conune  rc  ia  1  fish 
are   71,    ^o.  and  3-+.     VCU's  raced  as  highly  valued  escu.iries 

include   79.    30,    31,    S2,    33,    and  3-*  . 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource;     The  area  supporcs  a  rich  wildlife 
pooulacion.     Larger  mammal  species   include  boch  black  and  brown  iv^.u' 
*as  well  as  moose,    Sicka  black-cailed  deer,   wolves,    and  ac   ::->e   :-.  i  ■,- 
elev-acions,    mouncain   ^oacs.      Smaller  animals   include    curbearers  su.c;-. 
as  mink,   ;narcen.    and  beaver. 

(f)  Threacened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  concains   no  known 
Chreacened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  CurrenC  Use  and  Management:     VCU  66   (13,367  acres)  was  allocaced  co 
Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   2   in  the  Tongass  Land  Managemenc  Plan,  which 
provides  for  managemenc  of  Che  area  in  a  roadless  sCace   co  recain  che 
wildland  characcer.     Two  ocher  drainages   (VCU's  71  and  79)   and  pare  of  VCU 
75  were  allocaced  Co  LUD  3  which  allows  che  land  Co  be  managed  for  a 
variety  of  uses.     The  emphasis   is  on  managing  for  uses  and  accivicies   in.  a 
compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide  che  greacesc  combinacion  of 
benefics   in  chese  VCU's.     These  areas  have  eicher  high  use  or  higii  amenicv 
values   in  conjunccion  wich  high  commodicy  values.     A  cocal  of  66,3  11  acres 
were  allocated  Co  LUD  3.     Seven  entire  VCU's   (VCU  63.   69,    70,    72.   32.  33. 
and  34)   and  six  partial  VCU's   (73,    74,    76.    77,   30.   and  31)   were  allocacod 
CO  LUD  4  which  is  Co  provide   for  incensive  resource  use  and  deve loumen c 
where  emphasis   is  primarily  on  commodicy  or  markec  resources.     A  coC-iL  o  t 
160,219  acres  were  allocaced  co  LUD  4.     The   idencif icacion  of  pacci.il  \'Cl" 
in  all  of  che  Land  Use  Designacions  above   reflecc  che   face   chac  che 
remaining  porcions  of  each  VCU  are  privacelv  owned   i,Nacive   land  selection 
ac  Hobart  Bay) . 

There  are  only  two  minor  crails  in  chis  roadless  area.  Mosc  use  is  focuse 
along  shorelines  and  ac  several  upland  mining  claims. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  appears  unmodified  exc^n'' 
for  che  occasional  remains  of  old  fox  farms,   cabins,   or  evidence  of  r.iLn.ip.i', 
claims.     Wichin  Windham  Bay,    chere  are  several   inholdings  and  mining 
claims,   and  privace  cabins  may  be  occasionally  visible.     Hobarc  3av  Ls 
being  actively  logged  ac  che  present  time  by  Goldbelc,    Inc.     and   in  che 
immediate  vicinity  of  their  land,   harvesc  unics  are  visible  which  -iffecr 
che  apparent  naturalness  of  che  area.     Those  unics  excend  around  and   m.  co 
che  norch  side  of  che  encrance  co  Pore  Houghcon,   so  viewstieds   from  .iro.is 
appear  highly  modified  where   logging  is  occurring. 

Of  che  area  invencoried,   eighc  percenc  is  considered  Variecv  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversicy  chac  is  unique   for  che  characcer  cvpe'^  wir 
57  percenc  in  Variecy  Class  B   (possessing  landscape  diversiev  chac  is 
common  for  che  character  type).     Thirty-three  percent   is   in  Variecv  Cl^iss 
(possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape  diversicvl. 
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ALir.osc  93  percent  of  chis   roadless  area  is   in  Existing  Visual  Cond  i  t  lop. 
(EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity.      Less  than 
one  percent  is   inventoried   in  EVC   II.     These  areas  are   those   in  which 
changes   in  the   landscape  are  not  noticed  by  the  average  person  unless 
pointed  out. 

(,3)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  northern  portion  or  th.is 
analvsis  area   is  adjacent   to  Endicott  Arm  of  Tracv  Arm-Fords  Terror 
L  Ide  mess   and   the  associated   tour  boats  may  occasionalLv  be  seen. 

'.vindham  3av   is   a  popular  bav   for   fishing,    crabbing,    and  other   r  ec  ro t  i.  vV,,; 
and  commercial  activities,   and  the  bav  provides  access   routes   to  some  i 
the  mining  claims   to  the  ease.     Floatplanes  and  boats  may  be  seen  in 
Windham  Bay  more  frequently  than  in  the  other  bays  of  this  roadless  area. 

The  area  located  between  Hobart  Bay  and  Tracy  Arm- Fords  Terror  Wilderness 
is  steep  and  remote;  access  is  difficult.  That  area  may  be  impacted  by  t 
active  logging  and  roading  by  Goldbelt,  Inc.  on  their  private  land  both  i 
a  visual  and  auditory  sense. 

Pore  Houghton  is  a  large  bay  with  no  permanent  facilities  within. 
Commercial  fishing  and  crabbing  boats  use  the  bay;   and  to  the  north,   at  z 
mouth  of  the  bay,    logging  is  occurring  on  private  land.     The  area  is  vast 
enough  to  minimize  the  external   influences  of  these  activities. 

The  Alaska  Marine  Highway  ferries  travel  Stephens  Passage  on  a  regular 
basis,  but  because  of  the  vastness  of  the  area,  usually  appear  onlv  as 
small  ships   in  the  distance. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  are.is   immev-i  L.;  ti.^  L  v 
adjacent  to  saltwater  or  major  creeks  are  highly  valued  for  recreation 
such  as  bear  and  deer  hunting,   camping,   beach  combing  and  viewing 
wildlife.     Fishing  opportunities   in  both  the  streams  and  saltwater   is  als 
an  attraction  as  well  as  crabbing  opportunities  in  the  bavs ,     The  area 
contains  17  inventoried  recreation  places  encompassing  99,10^  acres.  The 
are  few  improved  trails  in  the  area  and  no  public  recreation  cabins. 

Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  Windham- Port 
Houghton  Roadless  Area  is  contiguous  with  Tracy  Arm-Fords  Terror  Wilder-.-'.e 
to  the  north  and  east,   and  with  Fanshaw  (201)   and  Spires   (,202)  Roadless 
Areas  to  the  south.     The  western  boundary  is  primarily  Stephens  Passage, 
except  for  the  area  adjacent  to  Hobart  Bay  which  is  privately  owned.     Th i 
analysis  area  could  easily  be  managed  in  a  roadless  condition,   but  in  ch.i 
area  adjacent  to  Hobart  Bay,   boundaries  may  be  more  difficult  to  manage  a 
impacts   from  private  activities  would  affect  a  user's  experience  there. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the   fox  farms, 
cabins,   and  mining  claims  mentioned  above.     Generallv.    long-term  ccolor.ic, 
processes  operate   intact   throughout   the  area. 
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(3)  Opportunicy   tor  Solicucie:     There  are  vase  oppo r tun i c le s   :or  son 
•.vichin  a   large   portion  of   zhe  area.     The  Alaska  Marine  Highwav  has  onlv 
slishc  impacr  on  one's   teelings  ot  solicude,   and  chere   is  no  regular  air 
rratfic   inco  or  over  che  area.     The  area  directly  adjacent  to  Goldbelt, 
Ir.o,    land   in  Hobart  3av  vouLd  be  most  affected  bv  external   Lr.nli'.ei-.ces  . 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
Pristine  and  Se;ii  l  -  ?r  im  i  t  ive  N'on  -  Mo  to  r  ited  recreation  oppo  r  fan  i  t  ie  s  ; 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Pristine  i:o,L3  3 

Priraicive  2,762 

Semi-Priraicive  Non-Mocorized  (SPNM)  85,738 

Semi-PriraiCive  Motorized  (SPM)  14,386 

The  area  contains   16  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.    PI^\CES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

PI  3  35,581  2,^7: 

P2  2  2.762  3,^^-4 

SPNM  S  36,640  32,333 

SPM  3  12.223  52,693 

There  are  no  public  recreation  cabins   in  the  area.     The  vastness  of  the 
area  generally  allows   che  visitor  to  feel  remote  from  the  sights  and  soun 
of  human  activity,   except  in  the   immediate  vicinity  of  Hobart  Bav.  Acces 
is  primarily  gained  from  commercial   fishing  boats  or  private  recreational 
boats,   or  floatplanes. 

(5)  Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities  to  observe  and  study  fish  and  wildlife  throughout  th.e 
area.     Historic  and  prehistoric  sites  are  special  features  witliLn  this  r 
including  petroglyphs   in  Windham  Bay.     Within  Port  Houghton,    the  salt  chu 
at  the  head  of  the  bay  is  an  attraction  to  many. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  PoCenCial:     The  recreation  values  of  this  area  are 
primarily  associated  with  the  sense  of  solitude  one  can  find,   and  th 
opportunity  to  view  and/or  harvest  fish  and  wildlife.     There  is 
potential  for  developing  recreation  facilities  such  as  public 
recreation  cabins   in  the  area,   but  because  of  the  distance   from  anv 
population  center,   use  may  be  low.     Recreation  potential  focuses 
primarily  on  primitive  and  semi-primitive  opportunities. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  amended  Winto 
1935  -36   identified  one  habitat   improvement  project   in  Port  Houjj.hcoiv 


(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  No  wildlife  habitat  improvement  projocts  .'.r 
identified  for   the   future   in   this   roadless  area. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION 


January  31 


1990 


C-320 


(d)  Timber  Resource;     There  are   LI-^,0'49   acres    inventoried  .is 
cencacively  suitable   tor  harvesc.     This   includes   L2,32S  acres  ot 
riparian  old  growth  and  101,641  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  AuChorizaCions :       A  land  exchange  was   completed   in  L9SS 
with  Co Ldbe  It,    Inc.    in  which  the  U.S.    Forest  Service   received  parcels 
in  Port  Houghton   in  exchange   for  land  near  Libbv  Creek.     This  exchange 
enabled   the   Forest  Service   to  manage  Port  Houghton   in   its  entiretv. 
except   for   the  private   Land  on  the  north  side  of   the  bav  at   the  mouth 
of  Port  HcL'.g'r.  t  on .     Sealaska  reta^iis  subsurtace   rights  on  ^'ortior.s  : 
that  Port  Hougnton  tract. 

(f)  Minerals:     Portioiis  of  this  area,   especially  in  t;-.e  '.vindham  3av 
area,   are  considered  to  have  high  mineral  development  potential, 
priority  three.     There  are  known  current  claims  near  Endicotc  Arm  and 
Windham  Bay. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     This  roadless  area  contains  no 
designated  or  inventoried  potential  Research  Natural  Areas. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this   roadless  area 
is  good. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(d)  Land  Status:     There  are  -^Sl  acres  of  private   land  within  the 
area.     These  acres  are  primarily  located  in  Dry  Bay.   or  consist  of 
patented  mining  claims  east  of  Windham  Bay. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Tracy  Arm- Fords 
Terror  Wilderness   is  adjacent  to  this  roadless  area  to  the  north  and  east. 
To  the  south  lies   the  Fanshaw  (201)   and  Spires   (202)   Roadless  Areas   m  the 
Stikine  Area  of  the  Tongass  National  Forest. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Petersburg  (Pop.  4.040) 
Wrangell       (Pop.  2,336) 


50 
35 
70 


50 
50 
70 


The  closest  stops  on  the  .Alaska  Marine  Highwav  are  Petersburg  ^south  of 
area)   and  Juneau   (north  of  the  area). 
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(3)      Interest  by  Proponents; 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     A   Large  portion  of  this  area  has  been 
identified  as  a  proposed  "moratorium,"  area  or  proposed  as  'vLIdecness 
in  Legislative   initiatives   to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  with 
fishing  (.both  commercial  and  sport),   hunti  hcomb  ing ,  mining, 
and  crabbing.     Much  of  the  use   in   the  Port  Houghto  n  area  originates 
from  Petersburg.     Residents  of  Hobart  Bay  loggiiig  oamp  also  recreato 
in  the  area. 

e.     EnvironinenCai  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME;   Juneau   Islands   (309)  ACRES   (GROSS):      7,190  ACRES   (NFS):  7,05 

CEOZONE:  C21 

CEOCR.\PHIC  PROVINCE:     Lynn  Canal 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  R(\TING:  17 


a.  Descripcion 

(1)  Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The   Cable  below  displays   che  VCL  i/' 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  coramencs.     This  enables 
che  reader  co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaluaced  in  Appendix  C  wicli 
previous  analyses. 

■  1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Racing  ConimenCs 

Shelcer  Island  124  18 

Auke  Bay  27*  -,-  NoC  raced  in  1979. 

Echo  Cove  25*  --  NoC  raced  in  19"9. 

---The  roadless  area  includes  only  pare  of  chis  VCU. 

(2)  History:     These   islands,    locaced  wichin  che  vicinicy  ot  Juneau,  luive 
had  a  long  history  of  human  occupation  and  accivicy.     Tlingic  Nacives  liv 
in  che  area  long  before   che  Gold  Rush  days  of  che  1390' s  which  broui^hc  a 
large  population  of  whice  seeders   Co  Juneau.     Becau?e  of  cheir  close 
proximicy  co  Juneau,    chese   islands  have  received  significanc  associaced 
use.     Many  of  che   islands  concained  fox  farms  earlier  in  chis  cencui'v. 
More  recenC  use  focuses  on  recreacional  and  gachering  opportunicies  of  zh 
islands   -  picnicking  and  camping,   hunting,    trapping,   and  viewing  scenei'v 
conjunction  with  the  boating  necessary  to  access   che  islands. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This   roadless  area  is  comprised  of  che  isL.inds 
direccly  adjacenc  co  che  City  and  Borough  of  Juneau  urban  area   in  Lvr.n 
Canal  and  Auke  Bay.     They  are  separaced  by  che   larger  unroaded   LaiKlniass  o 
Skagway- Juneau  Icefield  and  Juneau  Urban  Roadless  .Areas  bv  Ji.\neaLi  CLcy  ,;!'. 
Borough  lands  and  roads,   and  by  privace  roads  and  deve  lopineiics  .  The 
primary  islands  are  Shelcer  Island,   Lincoln  Island.    Benjamin  Island. 
Coghlan  Island,    Portland  Island,   and  Spuhn  Island.     These   islands  are 
accessed  primarily  by  private  boats  and  kayaks. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  che 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Lanti 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used 
rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  .-\re.i 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(^)     Geography  and  Topography:     These   islands  are  generally  characterized 
as  small,    low-lving  islands  with  insignificant  geologic   features,  Minor 
peaks  and  promontories :   and  small,    singular,   wave-cut   formations  are 
tvpical  examples.     Shorelines  usually  offer  some  opportunities   for  landin. 
boats  and  going  ashore. 

The  area  contains  36  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater  and  6,851  acres 
classified  as  small  islands.  Freshwater  lakes  comprise  60  acres  and 
:r.uskegs,    100  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  tlie  Lynn 
Canal  Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally  characterized 
by  rugged,   scoured  terrain  with  large,   vertical  relief.     As  islands, 
this  roadless  area  contains  somewhat  -  less - s ignificant  features  and  i 
characterized  by  diverse,   humraocky,   occas ionally - b lockv  terrain  ofte 
penetrated  by  secondary  bays  and  coves.     Water  features  are  also 
insignificant   in  that  shorelines  and  associated  saltwater  features 
offer  little  diversity.     Streams,   ponds  or  bogs  are   tvpicallv  minor. 

(b)  Vegetation:     These   islands  are   typically  covered  with 
spruce/hemlock  forest  with  some  cedar.     Western  hemlock  and  Sitka 
spruce  dominate   the  overstory,   while  the  understorv   is  composed  of 
shrubs  such  as  red  huckleberry,    rusty  menziesia,   and  devil's  club. 
The  forest  floor  is  covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses,    liverworts.  >uKi 
plants  such  as  deerheart.   bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delight,  an^i 
skunk  cabbage.     The  occasional  muskegs  are  dominated  bv  sphagnvuu 
mosses,    sedges,    and  shrubs  of  the  heath   family.     Trees  within  tlie 
muskegs  are   sparse  and  consist  mainlv  of  stunted  hemlock,  lodcopolo 
pine,   and  Alaska  -  cedar . 

There  are  approximately  7,090  acres  of  forested  land  of  whicli  -4-.  SOS 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  land. 
4,227  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  60  acres   riparian  old 
growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  are  primarily  poorly-drained,   mineral  and  or 
organic  soils  on  benches  and  moderate  slopes  with  some  occurrence  of 
muskegs  with  reduced  productivity  or  we  1 1  -  deve  loped  ,   deep  coI'luvl.iL 
soils  on  moderate   to  steep  slopes. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  tlie 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (19S3).  These 
ratings  describe   the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  es tuar ies . 

Both  Auke   Bay   (VCU  27)   and  Echo  Cove   (VCU  25)   were  evaluated  as  havi.: 
the  highest  value   for  sport   fish  in  this  area.     This  evaUiation 
includes  mainland  shoreline  outside  of  this   roadless   analvsts  .iro.;. 
VCU  27    is  also  highly  valued   for  commercial   fish  "and  estuari.os. 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Sitka  b lack - ca i led  deer  are   round  on  these 
islands  as  are  small  furbearers  such  as  mink  and  marten. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  ManagemenC:     Shelter  and  Lincoln  Islands   ^and  the 
associated  smaller  islands  adjacent  to  these   two   islands)   were  allocated  r.^ 
Land  Use  Designation   vLUD)   2   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  which 

to  be  managed   in  a  roadless  state  to  retain  their  wildland  charact^..  V'-..j 
designation  permits  wildlife  and  fish  habitat   improvement  and  primitive 
recreational   facility  development.     LUD  2  acreage   totals  o.091  acres.  Th.e 
remaining  islands,    1,260  acres,   were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  3 
which  allows  management  for  a  variety  of  uses.     The  emphasis   is  on  managing 
for  uses  and  accivicies  in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide 
the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.     These  areas  have  either  high  use  or 
high  amenity  values  in  conjunction  with  high  commodity  values. 

-All  of  these   islands  receive  recreational  use   from  the  population  of 
adjacent  Juneau.     There   is  a  dispersed  picnic  ground  (with  buoy~)  on 
Portland  Island. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     These   islands  have  sustained  use 
for  many  years  and  evidence  of  that  use  can  easily  be   found.  Camps, 
remnants  of  old  fox  farms,   and  cut  trees  all  affect  the  apparent 
naturalness  of  the  islands. 

The  visual  character  type  of  this  roadless  area  is  Adrairalty-Chichagof 
For  the  most  part,    landforms  are  generally  rounded.     Lower  slopes  are  ocro:- 
densely  forested,   but  sometimes  exhibit  a  combination  of  muskeg  o.penings. 
brush,   and  scattered  tree  cover  up  to  approximately  2,500   feet  in 
elevation.     Approximately  84  percent  of  the  acreage   in  this   roadless  aro.i 
was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that  ls 
common  for  the  character  type);   16  percent  was   inventoried  in  Variety  Cl.iss 
A  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  tvpeV 

The  entire  area  (except  for  40  acres)  was   inventoried  in  Existing  VLsluiI 
Condition  I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  bv  human  activitv. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Lynn  Canal  and  Auke  Bay  are  both 
extremely  busy  waterways.     Cruiseships.   Alaska  Marine  Highwav  Ferries.  -itKi 
private  recreational  and  commercial  boats  all  plv  these  waters  regularlv. 
The  islands  within  this  roadless  area  are   influenced  by  this  activity  and 
by  the  overhead  air  traffic   from  the  Juneau  Airport.     Sights  and  sounds  oc 
the  nearby  urban  area  are  also  noticeable  from  these  islands. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     These   islands  are 
popular  because  of  their  close  proximity  to  and  easy  access   from  June.-.u. 
The  area  contains  six  inventoried  recreation  places   totaling  3  .  30o  acros 
There  are  no   improved  trails  on  the   islands  nor  public   recreation  cabi-.^.s. 
but  Portland  Island  has  a  dispersed  picnic  ground  that   Ls  used  on       re-M; '.  .i: 
basis  bv   local  boaters  and  kavakers. 
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b.      Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     This   roadless  area 
consists  of  small   islands  within  Lvnn  Canal  and  Auke   Bay.  The 
feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadless  condition  is  good,   but  the 
surrounding  activities  of  Juneau  would  make  management  of  these  islands 
a  designated  wilderness  difficult. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The   islands   in  this  roadless  area  have  been 
modified  throughout   the  vears  by  the  activities  occurring  on  them.  Thes 
activities  have  compromised  the  natural  integrity  of  the  islands, 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:  There  is  little  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area  because  of  the  the  amount  of  both  air  and  marine  traffic 
associated  with  the  City  and  Borough  of  Juneau  and  Lynn  Canal. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
Roaded  Natural  and  Semi - pr imi tive  Non-motorized  recreation  opportunities 


ROS  Class  Acres 

t 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  3,207 

Serai-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  20 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  4.303 

Rural   (R)  40 

The  area  contains  six  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  OF  REC.    PU\CES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


SPM 

RN 

R 


20 
3  ,  246 
40 


10^' 
L7 , S4S 
19  5 


Portland  Island  has  one  dispersed  picnic  site;   there  are  no  other 
recreation  facilities   in  this  roadless  area.     When  on  these   islands,  it 
impossible  for  a  visitor  to  feel  remote   from  the  sights  and  sounds  ot"  hu<. 
activity.     Access   is  limited  to  boats.     Floatplanes  mav  be  able   to  .icces 
some  of  the   islands,    but   landings  would  be  dependent  upon  weather  ar.d 
location. 


(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
easy  proximity  to  a  population  center  and  the  opportunity  to  view  marine 
wildlife  serve  as  attractions   to  these  islands. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)     Recreation  Potential:     There   is  great  potential   for  incre.isod 
recreation  opportunities  on  these   islands  and  tor  this  re.ison. 
State  has  proposed  selection  of  all  of  these   islands   tor  bt.iCo 
acquis  i  t  ion . 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:     There   is  no  idencified  potential  for  fish 
resource  enhancement  on  these  islands. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     No  projects  are   identified  in  the  Tongass 
Land  Management   Plan,   Amended  Winter  1985-36. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  3,947  acres   inventoried  as 
Centativelv  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes   3,606  acres  of 
suitable  non- riparian  old  growth  and  20  acres  of  riparian  old  grove 

(e)  Land  Use  AuChorizaCions :  .A  vouth  wilderness  camp,  organised 
through  the  Citv  and  3orough  of  Juneau,  is  authorized  on  Portlap.J 
Island . 

(f)  Minerals:  The  area  generally  has  a  low  minerals  rating;  there 
are  no  known  current  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     This  roadless  area  contains  no 
designated  or  inventoried  potential  Research  Natural  Areas. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:  The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  ar 
is  low. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history,   although  very 
small,  human-caused  fires  occur  occasionally  throughout  the  summer 
months . 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Soutlieas 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  known  epidemic  disease  occurrences 

(d)  Land  Status:     All  of  the  islands   from  Auke  Bay/Fritz  Cove 
northwest  to  Bridge  Cove,   generally  lying  between  Stephens  Passage 
Lynn  Canal,   have  been  proposed  for  selection  by  the  State  of  Alaska 
At  this  time,   Spuhn  Island  has  been  tentatively  approved.  The 
southern  tip  and  a  portion  of  the  northern  tip  of  Shelter  IsLar.J  ai" 
privately  owned. 

Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Juneau  Islands 
Roadless  Area  is  not  contiguous  with  any  other  roadless  area.     The  tvo 
largest  islands  (Shelter  and  Lincoln  Islands)  are  near  Mansfield  Peninsu 
Roadless  Area,   and  are  only  separated  from  the  peninsula  by  two  miles  on 
saltwater.     The  entire  area  is  separated  from  the  Skagway- Juneau  Roadies 
Area  and  Juneau  Urban  Roadless  Area  by  saltwater. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 
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Communicy 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (.Pop 

Petersburg  ^Pop 

Skagway  i.Pop 

Haines  i.  Pop 


23 . 729) 
■4  ,  040 


5S3) 
1 ,338) 


2 

120 
63 
56 


135 


The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Auke  Bay  Ferry  Ter;;;i:uil  i\: 
Juneau. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moracorium  areas:  The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a  proposed 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  with 
pleasure  boating  and  saltwater  fishing. 

EnvironnienCal  Consequences 


.ALTERNATIVE  .ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N/\ME:     Douglas   Island   (310)      '    ACRES   (GROSS):     27,:.30  ACRES   (NFS):  ::',3;:''0 

CEOZONE:  C21 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coasc  Range 


1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  L3 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  cable  below  displays   che  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  commencs .     This  enables 
che  reader  Co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaluaced  in  Appendix  C  wich 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Racing  Commencs 


Douglas 
Fish  Creek 
Pecerson  Creek 
Inner  Poinc 
McDonough  Peak 


033* 
034* 
035* 
036* 
037* 


Noc  raced  in  I9"'9 
Noc  raced  in  19^9 
Noc  raced  in  19"^ 


18 
18 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  pare  of  Chis  VCU. 

(2)  History:     Douglas  Island  is  direcQ#v  across  GasCineau  Channel  from 
Juneau,    che  capical  cicy  of  Alaska.     The  hiscorv  of  Douglas   Island  iias  boo;', 
linked  Co  chac  of  Juneau  since   che  discoverv  of  gold   in  che  are.i   in  zhe 
1360'3.     Hiscorical  remains   found  in  chis  area  include   che  TreadweLl  Diroi- 
and  dicch  cenders'   cabin.     More  recenc  hiscory  from  che   L930's  include 
remains  from  a  ski   cow  and  cwo  cabins,   one  of  which  has  been  rescored  and 
is  in  che  public  recreacion  cabin  reservacion  syscem. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     Douglas  Island  is  locaced  direcciv  across 
GasCineau  Channel   from  Juneau.     This  roadless  area  under  analysis  includos 
only  a  porcion  of  chis   island.     Cicy  and  Borough  of  Juneau  lands  border 
chis  roadless  area  on  all  sides  excepC  Co  che  wesc  which  is  Nacive - se lec cod 
land.     Eagle  Cresc  Road  and  Ski  Area  serve  co  access  che   "doughnuc  hole"  of 
privace  or  roaded  land  in  Che  cenCer  of  chis  analysts  area. 

The  Douglas  Island  Roadless  Area  can  be  easily  accessed  from  che 
Juneau- Douglas  road  syscera  or  by  using  several  crails  chac  encer  che  area. 
Snowmobiles  are  used  during  winCer  monchs  when  12  inches  or  more  of  snow 
are  on  che  ground. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  UniC)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
ForesC  and  were  di f f erenCiaCed  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tonp.nss  L.ind 
ManagemenC  Plan. 

2/  Wilderness  ACCribuCe  Racing  SysCcm   (WARS)   was   Che  nacionwide  svstoin  usod  io 
raCe   che  wilderness  aCCribuCes  of  roadless  areas   in   che  Roadless  Aro.i 
Review  and  EvaluaCion   (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  by 
rounded  landtorms  and  mode  race ly - s ignificanc  geologic  features.  Elevacions 
range   from  several  hundred  feec  to  over  three   thousand  feet. 

The  area  contains   iZ  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater  on  the  southeast  side 
of  the   island.     There  are  500  acres  of  alpine   in  this  small  roadless  area 
and  5S0  acres   of   rock.     There   are  no   inventoried  acres  of   ice  and  snow, 
nuskeg,    or   freshwater  lakes. 

(5)  Ecosystem; 

(a)  Classif icacion:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized 
by  heavily- glaciated  terrain  with  extensive  alpine  environments. 

(b)  Vegecacion:     The  area  is  characterized  by  a  mode  race ly - varied 
vegecacive  paccern  of  cypical  spruce/hemlock  foresc.     Nacural  forest 
openings  occur  in  che   form  of  small,    frequenc  muskegs. 

There  are  approximace ly  23,973  acres   invencoried  as   foresced   land  of 
which  16,314  acres  are  commercial  foresc  land.     Of  the  commercial 
foresc  land,    13,475  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and   I  .  ~00  acres 
are  riparian  old  growch. 

(c)  Soils:     Alpine  porcions  of  Chis  area  consiscs  of  shallow  to 
bedrock  soils,   primarily  of  organic  and  mineral  origin.     The  majoritv 
of  Che'area's  soils  range   from  we  11 - deve loped ,   deep,   colluvial  soils 
on  moderace  co  sceep  slopes,   and  poorly-drained,   mineral  and  or 
organic  soils  on  benches  and  moderace  slopes.     Occurrences  of  ;;iuskec,s 
wich  reduced  productivity  occur  on  these  benches.     The  entire  area  iuis 
been  overridden  by  glaciers,   with  a  predominance  of  glacial   1 1. 1 1 
Chroughouc  the  Island,   especially  on  mid-   to  lower  slopes. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  tl'.e 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (  1979)   and  by  che  Alaska  Depart;;iep,t  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habicac  Incegricy  Program  (,19S3'i,  Th.ese 
racings  describe  che  value  of  VCU's  for  spore  fish,   commercial  fisa, 
and  escuaries. 

VCU  34,   which  is  partially  concained  in  this   roadless  area,    is  rated 
as  having  the  highest  value  for  spore  fish  in  chis  area.     That  same 
VCU  is  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish.     There  are  no  VCU's 
inventoried  as  highly  valued  for  escuaries. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Larger  mammals  include  black  bear  and  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer.     Furbearers   include  marten,   mink  and  ermine. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 
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(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     Ail  Value  Comparison  Unics  (.VCU's"), 
cocaling  27,910  acres,   were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  3   in  the 
Tongass   Land  Management  Plan  and  are   to  be  managed   for  a  variety  of  uses. 
The  emphasis   is  on  managing  for  uses  and  activities   in  a  compatible  and 
comp lementarv  manner  to  provide   the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.  At 
the   time  of   the  designation,    the  area  was  excluded   from  calculation  of 
timber  yield. 

The   area,   with   its   immediate   proximitv   to  Juneau  and  Douglas,  receives 
h.eav\-  use.      Hunting   is   popular  as  are  hiking,    camping,  cli;;ibing, 
cross-country  skiing,    and  snowmob il ing .     Two  trails  are   included  in  the 
area  and  one   public   recreation  cabin. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  is  essentially  unmodified 
except  in  the  area  of  the  trails  and  cabin.     The  "ski  bowl"  around  the 
cabin  contains  remains  of  the  old  downhill  ski  tow. 

The  visual  character  type  is  Admiralty-Chichagof .     For  the  most  part, 
landforins  are  generally  rounded.     Lower  slopes  are  generally  densely 
forested,   but  sometimes  exhibit  a  combination  of  muskeg  openings,  brush, 
and  scattered  tree  cover  up  to  approximately  2,500  feet  in  elevation. 
Upper  slopes  and  summits  appear  barren  from  a  distance,   but  usually  offer  a 
variety  of  alpine  vegetation  as  well  as  numerous  rock  outc ropp ings . 

The  majority  of  this  area  (25,512  acres)  was  inventoried  in  Varietv  Class  3 
(^possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  tvue''  wizh 
only  1,338  acres  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  f 
landscape  diversity). 

Ninety-six  percent  of  the  area   is   in  Existing  Visual  Condition   i^EVC  I. 
These  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity.     The  remaining 
acreage   (four  percent)    is   in  either  EVC  II  or  III.     There  are  areas  in 
which  changes  in  the   landscape  are  noticed  but  mav  or  mav  not  attract  some 
attention . 

(3)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Because  of  its  proximity  to 
Juneau  and  Douglas,   many  external  activities   influence   this  'area.     Th.e  Cirv 
and  Borough  of  Juneau  operates  a  downhill  ski  operation,   and  a  road 
provides  access  to  the  ski  area.     Because  it  is  directlv  across   from  th.e 
downtown  area  of  Juneau,    it  is  possible  to  view  residential  and  business 
buildings,   cruiseships.   numerous  boats,   and  frequent  air  traffic  by  both 
floatplanes,   jets,   and  helicopters  from  the  ridges  within  the  roadless 
area.     The  south  and  west  sides  of  the  island  are  popular  hunting  and 
fishing  areas,   and  boat  traffic  should  be  expected. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Primarv  attractions  .ire 
good  hunting,   hiking,   beautiful  scenery,   high  alpine  meadows,  and 
relatively-easy  access.     The  area  contains   three   inventoried  recreation 
places   totaling  21,772  acres.     There  are  two  improved  trails   in  the  area 
and  one  public   recreation  cabin.     The  cabin  is  popular  vear-round. 
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b.  Capability  of  Management  as  Uildemess  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     This   roadless  ar. 
'.vould  be  difficult  to  manage  and  define  because  of  the  mixed  ownership  o 
the   island.     Citv  and  Borough  of  Juneau  ownership  boundaries  and  Native 
land  selection  boundaries  add  complexity  in  defining  area  boundaries  on 
ground.     .Also,    the  activities  on   land  of  other  ownership  mav  not  be 
complementarv  with  roadless  area  management. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:  Tl''>e  area  is  modified  bv  trails  and  a  rec  rea  t  io!-. 
cabin.  It  is  also  affected  by  its  close  proximity  to  roads  and  to  ,ir.  ur; 
environment . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:  There  is  little  opportunity  for  solitude 
especially  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  island  which  faces  the 

Juneau- Douglas  urban  area.     Other  users,   floatplanes,   helicopters,  boats 
cruiseships,   snowmobiles,   and  traffic  noise  all  contribute  to  the  lack  o! 
sense  of  solitude.     The  south  and  southwest  sides  of  the   island  receive  , 
reduced  impact  from  the  urban  area  of  Juneau  and  Douglas ,   but  air  and  bo. 
traffic  are  generally  present. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
semi -primitive  recreation  opportunities: 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Roaded  Natural  (RN)  2.000 
Semi-Primitive  Non - Mo  tor ized  (SPNM)  22,554 
Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  3,357 

ROS  CLASS  OF  REC .    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

1  240  1.S31 

SPNM  1  13 ,  175  .155 

SPM  1  3,357  16. ^SO 

There  is  one  public  recreation  cabin  in  the  area.  Because  much  of  the  us 
occurs  either  on  the  coastline,  trails  or  in  the  alpine,  one  is  general  Lv 
not  outside  of  the  sights  and  sounds  of  other  human  activity, 

(5)  Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific.   Cultural):  There 
high  interest  in  providing  recreational  opportunities,   on  this  roadless 
area  and  Douglas  Island  as  a  whole,    for  the  community  of  Juneau.  inter 
■sports  such  as  cross-country  skiing,   snowmob i ling .   and  recreation  cabin  u 
are  all  important  to  local  residents.     Historic  remains  such  as  the 
Treadwell  Ditch  also  serve  as  attractors  to  the  area. 

c.  Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or   in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)   Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     The  eas  i  ly  -  acces  s  ib  le  alpine  env  [  rop,:i;.'-,r 
is  perhaps   the  primary  recreation  attractor.   and  there   is  gro-it 
potential   for  increased  recreation  opportunities   in  this  area. 
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Addicional   trails   tor  hikers,   cross -councry  skiers,   and  snow.nob  i  le  rs 
are  possibilities,   and  chare  has  been  discussion  about  a  trail  hut 
system  in  conjunction  with  a  trail  circumnavigating  Douglas  Island, 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     There   is   little  opportunity   for   fish  enhanceinent 
projects   in  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     No  projects  are  proposed  in  the  way  of 
wildlife   resource  management. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  9,956  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes   1  , 0-tO  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  13, -475  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.. 

(e)  Land  Use  AuChorizaCions :  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  island  has  been  identified  as  an  area  of  potential 
mineral  developraenc.     Currently,   there  are  several  claims  in  the 
southwest  portion  of  the  Douglas  Island  Roadless  Area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  area  has  not  been  identified 
as  an  area  of  scientific  interest. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this   roadless  area 
is  poor  because  of  the  extensive  alpine/muskeg  environment  and  lack  of 
appropriate  timber  to  make  such  activity  financially  feasible.  Also, 
its  close  proximity  to  Juneau  would  most  likely  create  controversy  of 
such  actions.     Douglas  Island  is  valued  primarily  for  the  recreational 
and  hunting  opportunities   it  provides.     Local  residents  depeiid  on 
Douglas  Island,    to  some  extent,    for  firewood. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Souche.is: 
.Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(d)  Land  Status:     This  roadless  area  is  adjacent  to  conveved  Native 
land  selections  primarily  located  on  the  coastline.     Douglas  Island, 
in  its  entirety,   was  nominated  for  State  selection  by  the  U.S.  Forest 
Service.     The  recommendation  by  the  State  was  to  not  select  niosc  of 
this  land.     A  three  -  hundred- acre  parcel  on  the  north  side  of  tlie 
island  was  also  proposed,   as  was  a  portion  encompassing  the   road  which 
provides  access  to  Eagle  Crest  Ski  Area.     At  this  time,   none  of  these 
proposals  has  been  accepted  or  conveyed. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  area   is  not  p.;rt 
of  a  larger  unroaded  landmass.     It  is  surrounded  either  bv  Citv  and  Bocouv-.'n 
of  Juneau  lands.    Native   lands  or   the  North  Douglas  Highwav  on   the  .^outh 
shore.   The  City  and  Borough  -  managed  ski  area   is   located  directLv   in  t'.'.o 
center  of  this   roadless  area. 
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(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Communi  ty 

Air  Miles 

Water 

Juneau 

Pop  . 

:3 

729) 

0 

0 

Pe  te  rsburg 

V  Pop  . 

0-40^ 

120 

125 

S  i  tka 

1,  Pop  . 

s 

S5 

155 

Haines 

^  Pop  . 

1 

338) 

~0 

^0 

Skagway 

Pop  . 

563) 

S4 

S4 

The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is   the  Auke  Bay  TermLnal  m 
Juneau . 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area   is  associated  with 
either  recreational  or  hunting  uses  by  local  users  and  residents. 
Snowraobilers  are  concerned  that  they  will  be  prevented  from  using  the 
area,   and  there   is  need  for  a  higher  elevation  access   for  thein   in  tiv' 
winter.     Some   local  residents  would  like  to  see  additional  cabins 
built   in  the  area  or  a  hut/trail  system  built  and  implemented. 

G.      Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N;\ME:     Chichagof  OIH  ACRES   (GROSS):     969,439  ACRES   (NFS):  o37, 

GEOZONE:     COL,   C02 .   CO^ ,   COS.   and  C06 

GEOCR^\FHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Outer  Islands  and  Northern  Interior  Islands 
1 9 89  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  R.-\TING:  29 


a.  Description 


(1)     Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  commencs .     This  enables 
che  reader  Co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

:inK  ConunenCs 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No . 

WARS 

Lemesurier  Is. 

136 

17 

Elfin  Cove 

187 

19 

.Mount  .Alchrop 

188 

19 

Pore  Alchrop 

189* 

21 

Idaho  Inlec 

190 

25 

Gull  Cove 

191 

19 

Goose  Island 

192 

22 

.Mud  Bay 

193* 

Loon  Lakes 

L94 

24 

Point  -Adolphus 

195 

21 

Chicken  Creek 

196 

•.^ 

Eagle  Creek 

19  7* 

18 

Flynn  Cove 

198* 

21 

Humpback  Creek 

200* 

22 

Neka  Bay 

201* 

Port  Frederick 

202* 

22 

Tenakee  InleC 

224* 

22 

Lcle  Goose  Flats 

9  25 

24 

Goose  Flats 

226 

24 

Hub  Station 

227 

IS 

Long  Bay 

228 

23 

Seal  Bay 

229* 

23 

Beth  Station 

230* 

Saltery  Bay 

231* 

22 

Crab  Bay 

232* 

20 

S.   Crab  Bay 

233* 

0 

Not  rated  in  I':-^'':^ 


Not  rated  in  I9'"<^ 


Not  rated  in  1979 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Cooiparison  Unit)  is  one  of  367  watersheds  which  make  up  Lho 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tonj',:i-'^-'^  1  .iiul 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (W/\RS)   was   Che  nationwide   svsCera  used 
rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Are.i 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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1979 


VCU  Nome 

VCTJ  No. 

WARS  Racing 

CommenCs 

Inbe  ewe en 

234* 

Noc 

raced 

in 

I  '-^  7 

Nadashan  River 

235* 

Corner  3av 

236* 

Noc 

raced 

in 

1 9  7 

i\ook  LaKe 

2  39* 

-  - 

Noc 

raced 

in 

1^  Q  0 

LcLe   Basrcet  3a v 

2^0 

20 

Do   2  Scacion 

2^1* 

Noc 

raced 

in 

]_  9  ~  9 

::hire  Rock 

-  - 

Noc 

raced 

in 

L   ^  9 

Sirkoh  Bay 

2^3* 

-  - 

Noc 

raced 

in 

1 9  ~ 

False  Island 

245* 

Noc 

raced 

in 

L9  7  9 

3road  Island 

246* 

21 

Finger  Mountain 

247* 

21 

916  Lake 

248 

21 

Lisianski  River 

249* 

22 

Phonograph  Creek 

250* 

21 

Pe 1 ican 

251* 

13 

Tarn  Mountain 

252 

20 

Mice  Cove 

253* 

20 

Takanis  Lake 

256 

21 

Sohlemia  Basin 

257* 

0 

Lisianski  Scraic 

258* 

20 

Apex-El  Nido 

260* 

20 

Lisianski  Ridge 

26  2* 

24 

(2)     History:     Many  prehistoric  sites  have  been  identified  on  the  Chatham 
area,    including  cwo  major  sites.     One  site   is  located  at  Ground  Hog  Bay.  on 
the  Chilkac  Peninsula,   and  che  ocher  is  located  at  Hidden  Falls,   on  SaraiKic 
Island.      3oth  of  these  sites   indicate  human  occupation  of  Southeast  .Alaska 
dates  back  more   than  9,000  years.     Ground  Hog  Bay  is  approximately   15  miles 
north  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area,   and  Hidden 
Falls   is  about  28  miles  from  the  southern  portion  of  this   roadless  area. 
It  is  very  probable  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area  was  used  by  che  same 
Natives. 

The  Tenakee /Hoonah  Portage  has  been  used  since  precontacc  cimes  and  is 
scill  used  coday  for  recreation  purposes.     Tlingit  oral  hiscorv   cells  ch.ic 
che  portage  was   found  by  very  early  Natives  when  thev  observed  killer 
whales  swimming  across   che   isthmus.     This   tale  very  likely  daces  back  co 
when  this  lowland  was  submerged.     The  Tenakee/Hoonah  portage  was  commonly 
used  by  the  Natives  for  canoe  travel.     It  was  used  by  John  Muir   in  ISSO 
during  his  exploration  of  the  area.     In  the  1920' s  and  1930' s,  the 
Tenakee/Hoonah  Portage  was  commonly  used  by  hand  trollers.     They  traveled 
in  groups  and  hand-carried  their  boats  across   this  small  piece  of  land 
between  Port  Frederick  and  Tenakee  Inlet. 

A  stream  flows  from  Kook  Lake,   disappears  underground  in  spots,   and  flows 
from  a  cave   into  Basket  Bay.     This  closed- in  area  was  used  bv   che  Nacives 
CO  hunt  seal  and   to   fish.     .An  abandoned  Native  village   sice  has  been 
idencif ied  here  . 
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Ac   che   time  of  Euroamerican  concacc,    "he  Hoonah  and  Angoon  TLingic  LsseJ 
chis  area  of  Chichagof   Island.     Villages,    and  sices   for  seasonal  hup.ci:-;?,, 
fishing,   and  colleccing  accivicies  were   located  chroughouc   die  Ch  icb.ago  f ' 
Roadless  Area.     The  Forest  Archaeologist  has  surveyed  sites   in  VCU ' s  201 
and  202,   which   include   two  Native  villages  and  a  historical  site. 

The  Port  Althorp  area  was  surveyed  by  Captain  Vancouver  in  1794.  where  he 
found  a  native  burial  box  just  south  of  Point  Adolphus.  He  also  explored 
and  named  Port  Frederick. 

Salteries  were  established  at  Idaho  Inlet  in  1S84,  and  at  Basket  and 
Saiterv  3avs  in  the  earlv  I'r'OO's.  A  salmon  cannery,  built  bv  Alaska 
Pacific  Salmon  Company  ac  Port  Althorp,  burned  in  1940  and  was  never 
rebuilt. 

Homescaads  were  established  at  Kadashan  Bay  in  1915.     In  1936,  one 
homestead  was  established  at  Idaho  Inlet.     This  homestead.   Gull  Cove,   was  a 
trading  post  that  operated  for  years.     The  community  of  Pelican  was 
established  in  1938. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Chichagof  Roadless  Area  is  located  on 
Chichagof  Island,   and  includes  the  Leraesurier  and  Inian  Island  groups. 
Orientation  is  from  the  northwest  to  the  southeast  and  includes  most  of  the 
central  portion  of  Chichagof  Island.     The  southern  and  southwestern 
boundaries  lie  along  the  West  Chichagof -Yakobi  Wilderness.   Hoonah  SoutKi. 
and  Peril  Straits,    from  Soapstone  Cove   to  False  Island.     The  sou  the-is  te  r;'. 
boundary  is  defined  by  harvest  units  and  roads   from  False   Island  to  LittL^^ 
Basket  Bay  on  Chatham  Strait,   and  Chatham  Strait  itself. 

The  northern  and  eastern  boundaries   lie  along  harvest  units   from  Basket 
Bay/Kook  Lake   to  the  Kadashan  River,    then  along  Tenakee   Inlet  to  a  poi'/.t 
approximately  five  miles  southeast  of  the  Tenakee - Hoonah  Portage.  The 
boundaries  lie  along  Port  Frederick  to  Neka  Bay,   north  along  private  land 
to  Icy  Strait  and  along  Icy  Strait  and  Cross  Sound  to  Soapstone  Cove. 

Two  towns  are  surrounded  by  Chichagof  Roadless  Evaluation  Area  -  -  Pe  I  ic.in  on 
Lisianski  Inlet,   and  Elfin  Cove  at  Port  Althorp'.     Two   logging  camps,    op.e  .;r 
Eight  Fathom  Bight  and  the  other  at  Corner  Bay,   are  encompassed  bv  ti^.e 
roadless  area.     Two  communities  near  but  not  within  the   roadless  area  .-iro 
Tenakee  Springs   (directly  across  Tenakee   Inlet)   and  Hoonah   i,  located  to  r!ie 
northeast,   across  Port  Frederick). 

Access  to  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area  is  by  regular  or  chartered  plane 
service,    the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  (to  Pelican)  or  by  private  boat. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Most  of  this  area  is  verv  mountainous.  T'ae 
flatter  areas  are  primarily  around  the  estuaries  and  tidal  flats.  Tl-,ere 
are  high  mountain  lakes   in  the  northern  portion  of  the  area.     Muskes:  is 
found  throughout.     The  evaluation  unit   is   tvpical  of  recently  glaciate^', 
terrain  with  rugged  mountains  dissected  bv  steep-sided,    U-shaPtHl  v.-,  lU>vs 
and  s treamcourses . 
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There  are  manv  creeks  and  rivers,    lakes,   bays  and  fiords.     Many  large  lake 
such  as  Kook  Lake,    and   lake  chains   such  as   those   in   the  Meadow  Creek  area, 
are   found  throughout   the   roadless  area.     Streams  are  generallv   larger  aii^i 
longer  here   than  on  other  islands  of  Southeast  Alaska.     Major  streams 
include   Lisianski,   Trail.   Neka;    Kadashan  and  Mud  Bay  Rivers;    and  ChLck^i'.. 
Humpback,   Gallagher  and  Tonalite  Creeks.      Saltwater  bays   ar.d  estuaries  are 
numerous  and  exhibit  much  varietv.     The  shoreline   is   rockv  and  air:Le'a!.t  r. 
ac  c  ess. 

Elevations   range   from  sea   Level   to   3,~70   feet  at   tne  higb.est  poiL-.t-. 
approximately  two  miles  north  of  Tarn  Mountain.     Scattered  throughout  the 
unit  are  peaks  exceeding  3,000  feet.      Elevations  on  the  small   islands  are 
less,   ranging  to  about  2,100  feec. 

There  are  450  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater  and  27,273  acres  of  beach. 
Also  included  are  12,017  acres  of  small  islands,    3,358  acres  of  freshwater 
lakes,    340  acres  of  snow  and  ice,   65,631  acres  of  alpine   tundra,   and  6o.-^b 
acres  of  rock. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classif icaCion:  The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Morthern 
Queer  Islands  and  Northern  Interior  Islands  Geographic  Provinces.  Tl-, 
Northern  Outer  Island  province  is  characterized  bv  rugged, 

highly - dissec ted  topography  with  an  exposed,   extreme  Iv -we t  ouzev 
coascal  environment.     There  are  extensive  alpine  environments  coml.-iine 
with  productive   forested  areas,   often  highly  fragmented  ar.d  general  I. v 
concentrated  on  ove rs teepened  slopes  and  on  vallev  bottoms. 

In   the  Northern   Interior   Island  province,    the  coastline    Ls  protectee; 
from  the   full   force  of  storms,   unlike   the  outer  coast.      These  LsLine.s 
have  a  colder  climate  and  more  rugged  topography  than   in  the  Centr.il 
Interior  Islands  Province. 

Rocky  islands,   reefs  and  rock  bluffs  are  frequently  found  on  the  oute 
'coast  of  Chichagof  Island.     Rocky  shorelines   interspersed  wit!;  small 
gravel  beaches  are   found  throughout  the  unit. 

Numerous   tidal  meadows  of  varying  sizes  are   found   in  this  unit.  Love 
slopes  are  generally  densely   forested,   but  often  exhibit  a  eombip.acie- 
of  muskeg  openings,   brush  and  scattered  trees   to  approximate Iv  2.500 
feet  in  elevation.     Upper  slopes  and  summits  may  appear  barren   from  a 
distance,   but  usually  offer  a  variety  of  alpine  vegetation  as  well  .is 
numerous  rock  outcroppings . 

(b)  VegeCaCion:     Dense  western  hemlock/S  i  tka  spruce   forests  domLn.ite 
the  overstory  of  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area.     The  understorv  is 
composed  of  shrubs  such  as  red  huckleberry,    rustv  men~iesia.  and 
devil's  club.     The   forest   floor   is  covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses, 
liverworts,    and  plants  such  as  deerheart,    bunchberrv  dogwood,  si.ii!-'.'.e 
delight,    and  skunk  cabbage.      Streamside   riparian  ve  r.e  ta  c  ion  is 
characterized  by  salmonberrv,    devil's  club,    alder,    -.'.r.isses.  fer;'..s. 
currants . 
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Muskegs  are  dominaced-  by  sphagnum  mosses,   sedges,   and  shrubs  ot  th,e 
heach  family,   and  are   interspersed  among  low-elevacion  Cimber  scands 
where  drainage   is  restricted.     Trees  are  sparse  and  consist  mainlv  of 
stunted  hemlock,    lodgepole  pine,    and  Alaska - c edar . 

Common  marine  plants   in   the  near-shore  waters   include  brown,    red.  ap.d 
green  algae,    and  eelgrass.     Tideflats  are   found  at   the  heads   of  ;iu-p.v 
of   the  bavs   and  are  usuallv  associated  with  stream  estuaries.  Th.e 
tideflats   generally  support  sea  milkwort,    glasswort.    and  algae  Beaci'. 
meadows   Like  Mud  3av  ,    ocjur  between   the   shore   and   the    f^i'est.  ,■ 
beach  meadows  are  composed  of  beach  rvegrass.    reed  ber.t  grass, 
hairgrass.    fescue   grass,    beach  lovage ,    goose   tongue,    and  sedges. 
Upper  beach  meadow  plants   include  yarrow,   bedstraw,   starwort,  ferns, 
western  columbine,   and  cow  parsnip.     Oregon  crabapple,   alder,  devil's 
club,   and  blueberry  occur  along  the  border  of  the  beach  meadow  and  the 
forest . 

At  elevations  above  2,000  feet,    the  plant  communities  are  generallv 
characterised  by  low  shrubs,   grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  forests 
and  meadows  occur  at  the   interface  between  the   forested  communities 
and  the  alpine  tundra. 

There  are  approximately  447,379  acres  of  forested  lands,   of  which 
270.220  acres  are  classified  as  commercial  forest  land.     There  are 
34,168  acres  classified  as  riparian  old  growth  and  214,972  acres  as 
non- riparian  old  growth.     Approximately  65,631  acres  are  alpine  tundra, 
vegetacion,   and  32,596  acres  are  classed  as  muskeg.     .Muskeg  is 
interspersed  within  other  tvpes   in  units   too  small   to  map.     There  foi'e^ 
the  acreage   for  muskeg  mav  be  substantially  understated. 

(c)     Soils:     In  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area,    soil  development  is 
influenced  by  high  levels  of  rainfall,   cool  summer  temperatures,  .i 
short  growing  season  and  moderately- low  soil   temperatures.     Under  s'v.'.ch 
conditions,   organic  matter  decomposes  slowly  and  tends   to  accumulate 
in  areas  where   it  is  being  produced  or  deposited.      Because  of  the  liigh 
rainfall,    the  available  nutrients  can  be  leached  rapidlv  and  exposed 
mineral  soils  are  subject  to  erosion. 

In  general,   due   to  the  rapid  loss  of  material  bv  erosion  and  efficio:'.: 
rainwater  runoff,   shallow  soils  with  good  drainage   tend  to  develop  on 
steeper  slopes.     Examples  of  these  unstable  soil  conditions  exist  from 
Point  Adolphus   to  Mud  Say  and  on  the  ridge  west  of  the  Eight  Fathom 
Bight  road  system.     Deep,   well-drained  soils  commonly  occur  on  gentlei" 
slopes  where  transported  soil  materials  have  collected. 

Deep  organic  soils   (muskegs)   tend  to  develop  where  drainage   is  poor. 
This  situation  occurs  where  the  soil  material  fails  to  provide 
sufficient  internal  drainage  or  where  topography  prevents  external 
drainage.     These  areas  are  generally  not  well  suited  for  road 
construction  since   the   soil  materials   tend  to  be  wet  and  have  low- 
bearing  strengths.     Drainage   improves  with   increased  slope  lo-.-.t  : 
however,   as  slopes  become  oversteepened,    soil  depths  become  iiiu^-:i 
shallower.     Riparian  area  soils   tend  to  contain   flood  -  depos  l  ttvi  s.r.vi.^ 
and  grave  Is . 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C-339 


(d)     Fish  Resource:     The  evaluation  area  is  highly  valued  for  fish 
production.     The  Kadashan  River   is   recognized  as   the  highest  pink 
salmon  producer  in  northern  Southeast  Alaska  and  the   third  best 
producer  of  all  of  Southeast  Alaska.     The  streams   running   into  Sitkoh 
Bay  and  Seal   Say  are  also  considered  high  producing  streams. 

Manv  streams   throughout  the  roadless  evaluation  area  are  highly  rated 
for  salmonid  production.     These   include  the  Mud  Bay  River  and  Chicken 
Creek   i^pip.k  salmon  with  smaller  runs  of  chum  salmon),    and  Humpback 
Creek   ^.  a   large  odd-year  run  of  pink  salmon  and  a  moderate   run  of  chui;; 
salmon^i  .     The  Neka  River,    Portage  Creek,    Chum  Creek,    and  Homeste.id 
Creek  are  also   important  salmon  streams.     Streams  noted  for  their  cob.o 
salmon  producing  ability  are   the  three  streams   running   into  Crab  Sav, 
and  the  streams  at  the  heads  of  Long  Say  and  North  Hoonah  Sound. 
Many  of  the  these  screams  provide  anadromous   trout  and  char  habitat, 
but  the  level  of  production  is  unknown. 

Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  pare  of  the  Tongass  Land  .Management 
Plan  (  1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  ■  o f  Fish  and  Game   vADF^G^  l;i 
its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1933).     These  ratings  describe 
the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish  and  estuaries. 

The   following  table  lists  29  VCU's  rated  high  to  verv  high  for  sport 
and/or  commercial  fisheries  values. 


Spt . 

Com . 

Spt.  Com 

Pore  Althrop 

139 

X 

X 

S.   Crab  Bay  * 

233     -  X 

Idaho  Inlet 

190 

X 

X 

Inbe  tweet^ 
Kadash'an  River 

23^  X 

Mud  Bay 

193 

X 

X 

235     X  X 

Loon  Lakes 

194 

X 

Corner  Bav 

2  36     X  X 

Chicken  Creek 

196 

X 

X 

Kook  Lake 

23^^  X 

Flynn  Cove 

193 

X 

White  Rock 

24  2     X  X 

Humpback  Creek 

200 

X 

X 

Sitkoh  Bav 

2^3     X  X 

Neka  Bay 

201 

X 

X 

Finger  Mountain 

24  7     -  X 

Tenakee  Inlet 

224 

X 

916  Lake 

243     -  X 

Lcle. Goose  Flats 

225 

X 

Lisianski  River 

2-.^     X  X 

Goose  Flats 

■226 

X 

X 

Phonograph  Creek 

250     X  X 

Long  Bay 

223 

X 

X 

Pe lican 

251     -  X 

Seal  Bay 

229 

X 

X 

Tarn  Mountain 

2  5  2     X  X 

Saltery  Bay 

231 

X 

X 

Lisianski  Ridge 

2o2     X  X 

Crab  Bav 

232 

X 

The  30  VCU's  listed  below  are  rated  as  containing  higiUy  valuable 
es  tuaries . 


Lemesur ier  Is . 

136 

Tenakee  Inlet 

224 

Inbe  tween 

2  3-k 

Elfin  Cove 

137 

Ltle  Goose  Flats 

225 

Kadashan  River 

2  3  5 

Idaho  Inlet 

190 

Goose  Flats 

226 

Corner  Bav 

2  3  u 

Gull  Cove 

191 

Hub  Station 

227 

Sitkoh  Bav 

2 3 

Goose  Island 

192 

Long  Bay 

223 

False  Island 

_  5 

Mud  Bay 

193 

Seal  Bav 

229 

Finger  Mounts!  in 

Flynn  Cove 

193 

Beth  Station 

2  30 

"JLo  Lake 

2  >  S 

Humpback  Creek 

200 

Saltery  Bay 

231 

Lis  iansk  1  R  ive  r 

Neka  Bav 

201 

Crab  Bav 

232 

Mite  Co\'o 

Port  Frederick 

202 

S.    Crab  Bav 

233 

Lisianski  S  t  i'a>  l  t 

^  ^  ^ 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Diverse  wildlife  species  exist   in  "he 
Chichagof  Roadless  Area.     Birds,   and  waterfowl  rearing  and  nesting 
areas  are  abundant.     Some  of  the  most  noted  are  Mud  Bav ,    the  whole 
Neka  Bav  area,   Lemesurier  Island,   and  Goose  Island.      Bald  eagle 
habitat,    including  nesting  and  roosting  trees,    is   found  along  the 
shorelines . 

North  Hoonah  Sound  and  Mud,    Long,    Seal,    Saltery,    Crab,    and  Kadashaui 
Bavs  are  good  examples  of  high-quality  brown  bear  habitat.     The  p.orth. 
end  of  Hoonah  Sound  is  also  desirable  seal  habitat. 

There  are  many  areas  designated  critical  deer  winter  range.  This 
includes  all  of  Goose  Island,   along  Che  shoreline  and  estuary  of  Mud 
Bay,   all  around  the  lake  system  northeast  of  Mud  Bay,   Chicken  Creek, 
the  whole  Neka  Bay  and  river  valley  area,   and  all  of  the  area  around 
Tenakee/Hoonah  Portage.     Other  areas  are  the  Kadashan  drainage  and 
shoreline.   Corner  Bay,   the  Basket  Bay  area  including  Kook  Lake, 
intermittently  along  the  Peril  Strait  shoreline,   and  the  heads  of 
North  Hoonah  Sound  and  Lisianski  Inlet. 

There  are  684,245  acres'  of  brown  bear  habitat  and  677,467  acres  of 
marten  habitat.     Habitat  for  other  management  indicator  species 
include  black  bear  (9,979  acres),     Sitka  black-tailed  deer  (,6S4,2-t5 
acres)  and  red  squirrel  (684,245  acres). 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  Chichagof  Roadless  .Area 
.  contains  no  known  resident  threatened  or, endangered  plant  or  animal 

species.     The  area  has  been  identified  as  having  habitats   for  two 
migrating  endangered  species.     The  Peale's  peregrine   falcon  passos 
through  the   forests  during  spring  and  fall  migration   flLi,'ncs.   .ir.J.  ri-.o 
humpback  whale   inhabits  nearby  waters.     The  bald  eagle,   a  pcocecteu 
species,   heavily  uses   the  coastline. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     Four  VCU's   (102,337  acres)  were 
designated  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   2   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
in  1979.     These  lands  are  to  be  managed  in  a  roadless  state  to  retain  their 
wildland  character,   but  wildlife  and  fish  habitat  improvement  and  primitive 
recreational  facility  development  are  permitted.     This  designation  excLudes 
roads,   except  for  specifically  authorized  uses,   timber  harvesting  except 
for  controlling  insect  infestations  or  to  protect  other  resource  values, 
and  major  concentrated  recreational  facilities. 

The  LUD  3  allocation  was  given  to  13  VCU's   (224,534  acres).     The  empliasis 
is  on  managing  for  uses  and  activities   in  a  compatible  and  complementary 
manner  to  provide   the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.     These  areas  have 
either  high  use  or  high  amenity  values   in  conjunction  with  high  commodity 
values.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential  timber  yield  have  been  made  to 
meet  multiple  objectives.     These   lands  may  include  concentrated 
recreational  developments.     Two  VCU's   (187  and  251)  were  allocated  to  LL'D 
3,   but  remain  withdrawn  from  forms  of  encrv,   appropriation  or  dlspos.Ll. 
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Thircv-one  VCU's   (356.173  acres)  were  designaced  as  a  LUD  4.     These  lands 
•.vlll  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses.     Opportunities  will  be  provided  for 
intensive  resource  use  and  development  where  emphasis   is  primarily  on 
commodity  or  market  resources.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential  timber 
yield  have  been  made   to  provide  for  protection  of  physical  and  biological 
productivity . 

The   roadless  area   is   included  in  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  Long  -  :e 
Timber  Sale  Contract  Area.     VCU's   187  and  251  contain  the  commutiities  of 
Elfin  Cove  and  Pelican.      The   timber   in   these  VCU's  has  been  excluded  Z'Jom 
the  calculation  of  timber  yield  because  of  the  close  proximity  of  the 
townsite  boundaries. 

There  are  60   identified  recreation  places   throughout  this   roadless  area, 
totalling  297,305  acres.     There   is  an  eight-mile  long,   unmaintained  trail 
between  Lisianski  Inlet  and  North  Hoonah  Sound,   and  the  Basket  Bay  Trail 
(451)  between  Basket  Bay  and  Kook  Lake. 

There  are  a  number  of  recreation  activities  taking  place  within  the  area, 
include  hiking,   dispersed  camping,   big  game  hunting,   marine  viewing, 
beachcombing,   saltwater  kayaking,   and  saltwater  shore ' fishing .  Other 
activities   include  stream  fishing,   picnicking,   nature  study,  viewing 
scenery,   small  game  hunting,    lake  fishing,    f lighcsee ing ,   waterfowl  hunting, 
beach  related  waterplay,   canoeing,   viewing  wildlife  and  fish,  powerboat 
use,   gathering  of  forest  products,   and  cross-country  skiing. 

Floatplane  trips  to  area  lakes  are  common;  these  provide  access  for  work 
and  recreation  activities.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  small  powerboat  uso 
from  all  surrounding  communities  including  Tenakee  Springs.  Kennei  CL'ook 
logging  camp,    Baranof  Hot  Springs.   Hoonah,   .Angoon,    Sitka,    and  jLitu^au. 

There  are   11  special  use  permits   for  activities  such  as  electronic  sitc^s. 
isolated  cabins,   an  agriculture  residence,   a  resort,   a  cabin  and  weLr  foe 
research  studies,   and  a  helicopter  site.     A  number  of  outfitter  and  guide 
permittees  on  the  Chatham  .Area  use   the  Chichagof  Roadless  .Area. 
Lemesurier,    Inian,   Three  Hill  and  George   Islands,   Mud  Bay.    Idaho  [f.Ier. 
Point  Althrop,   Lisianski   Inlet,   and  Lisianski  Strait  all  have  identified 
use.     There  is  a  shelter  at  Little  Saltery  Bay  and  a  hunter's  cabin  at  Cixib 
Bay.     There  are  ten  unpatented  mining  claims   in  VCU's  240  and  241   v"be  Lori 
claims)   and  ten  in  VCU's  258  and  260   v  the  Apex-El  Nido  mine)-. 

(7)     Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness) :     The  Chichagof  Roadless  Area  has 
been  modified  throughout  the  years  by  human  influence;   however,   cons  ide  r  i:-,g 
the  vastness  of  the  area,    the  effects  have  been  insignificant.     Most  oc  the 
change  has  been  along  the  shoreline  areas  and  many  of  the  human  occapaaicv 
sites  are  deteriorated  and  have  been  overgrown  by  the  forest. 

The  visual  character  type   is   the  Admiral ty - Chichago f .     Landforms  are 
generally  rounded,   but   include  steep,    rugged  mountains  on   the  west   sido  of 
the  unit.     These  mountains  are  snowcapped  much  of  the  -vear.  Rockv 
shorelines,    interspersed  with  gravel  beaches,    are   found  along  most  of  t'.'.o 
coast.     Streams  are  often  short  and  swift,    flowing  directlv  to  salrw,;:oi; 
however,   some  of  the   largest  and  longest  of  the  Southeast  Alask.t  isL.iP.d 
rivers  are  also   found  here.     Bays  and  estuarie_s  are  coiniiion  and  show  ,i  u-i^;o 
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range  of  visual  characteristics.     Other  significant  water  features  include 
large   lakes  and  lake  chains. 

Lower  slopes  are  densely  vegetated  and  are   interspersed  with  muskeg  and 
small  lakes.     Upper  slopes  appear  bare  from  a  distance,   but  often  contain 
muskeg,   alp ine - tundra  vegetation,   and  scattered  tree  cover. 

The  evaluation  area  is   inventoried  as  15  percent  Variety  Class  .A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  typeV  5S 
percent  Varietv  Class  B   (possessing  landscape  diversity  that   is  common  :or 
the  character  type)   and  27  percent  Variety  Class  C   (.possessing  a  low  Je^:'j-j 
of  landscape  diversity). 

The  majoricy  of  the  area  (S7  percent)    is   inventoried  as  an  Existing  Visual 
Condition  ( EVC)   I,  which  appears  untouched  by  human  activity. 
Approximately  0.2  percent  is  inventoried  as  EVC  II,   ares  in  which-  changes 
in  the  landscape  are  not  noticeable  to  the  average  visitor  unless  pointed 
out.     Lands  inventoried  as  EVC  III   (0.3  percent)  are  those  areas  in  which 
changes   in  the   landscape  are  noticed  by  the  average  person,   but  thev  do  iiot 
attract  attention.     There  is  1.2  percent  in  an  EVC  IV,   or  areas   in  which 
changes   in  the   landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  visitor,   and  may 
attract  some  attention.     EVC  V,    in  which  changes   to  the   landscape  are 
obvious   to  the  average  visitor,    totals  9.7  percent.     The  balance  of  the 
area  (1.6  percent)   is  in  EVC  VI,  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  in 
glaring  contrast  to  the  natural  landscape. 

(3)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     External  influences  affecting 
Lemesurier  and  Inian  Islands  primarily  come   from  Elfin  Cove,    Pelican  and 
Custavus.     Gustavus  lies   to  the  northeast  across  Icy  Strait,   while  tlie 
communities  of  Pelican  and  Elfin  Cove  are  located  in  Lisianski   Inlet  a:''.u 
Port  .Althorp  respectively. 

The  north-northeast  corner  of  the  Chichagof  Roadless  .Area  borders  Seal.isk.i 
and  Huna  Totem  Corporation  lands.     The  eastern  portions  of  these  priv.ice 
lands  have  been  completely  harvested  and  roaded.      In  the  next  three  vears. 
the  western  portion  is  scheduled  to  be  harvested  to  the  same  extent.  T';-,eie 
is  an  operating  private  log  transfer  facility  located  at  Westport,   on  ti-.e 
southern  end  of  these  private  lands. 

The  West  Chichago  f  -  Yakob  i  Wilderness:     The  West  Chichagof -Yakob  i  WiLdeL"neris 
is  approximately  65  miles  long  and  averages  eight  miles   in  width.  It 
borders  the  entire  southwestern  side  of  the  roadless  area.     Though  tliis 
Wilderness   is  remote,    it   is   frequently  used  by  small  boat  and  plane 
owners.     Many  people  are  drawn  to  this  area  by  the  natural  thermal  hot 
springs  located  in  the  Wilderness.     Three  public  use  cabins  are  also 
located  in  the  Wilderness. 

Eight  Fathom  Bight  Area:     The  Eight  Fathom  Bight  road  system  is  a  major 
external  influence.     It  extends  from  the  Eight  Fathom  Bight  logging  camp  on 
Port  Frederick,    ten  miles   through  the  Neka  River  valley  to  Otter  Lake.  at'.J. 
then  two  miles  along  Mud  Bav  River.     .A   lateral   road  svstem.    app  rox  ima  r    I  v 
three  and  one-half  miles   long,    is   located  in  the  Mud  Bav  River  dra  Ln.\r.e  . 
Harvest  operations,   begun  in  the  mid-  1970' s  and  completed   in  tlie  t^.-ii'lv 
1980' s,   cut  timber  within  one-half  mile  of  either  side  of  the   road  svsroms 
in  these  drainages. 
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Eigne  Facriom  Sight   is   the   location  of  a  log  transfer  facility  (.LTF")   and  a 
logging  camp.     The  camp  and  LTF  are  usually  open  from  March  until 
November.      During  the  nine  months   the  camp   is  open,    app rox ima te 1 v  SO  people 
reside   there.      The  winter  population   is  normally  13   to   15   people,      Tl'.e  ro.ul 
svstem  continues  approximately  one  mile  west  of  the  camp  and  LTF.  This 
lower,    flatter  area  was  originally  logged   in  the  mid  19b0's,   with  the 
foothills  harvested   in  the  mid   19S0's.     The   Eight   Fathom  Bight   loggL:!.-;  c.u'.i'j 
was   slated   to  close   in   the  summer  of  19S9;    however,    current  plans    inc  l'.;o.o 
logging  in  the  area,    requiring  the  camp  to  be  kept  open.      In  additi^-;.  t;>.- 
Mud  3av  area   is   scheduled   for  harvest  activities,    requiring   th.e  use  o: 
existing  camp   facilities,    and  loghaul   to   the   Eight   Fathom  Sight  LTF. 

Sale  Lake  Bay/Port  Frederick/Tenakee  InleC  Area:     The  Salt  Lake  Say  roaded 
area  and  the  townsite  of  Tenakee  Springs  are  locaCed  in  the  Port 
Frederick-Tenakee  Inlet  area.     Tenakee  Inlec  and  Pore  Frederick  are 
commonly  used  by  small  boats.     The  Salt  Lake  Bay  area   (.outside  of,  but 
adjacent  to   the  roadless  unit)   contains  about  eleven  miles  of  road;  harvest 
operations  will  continue  under  current  plans.     Operations  of  the  Salt  Lake 
Sav  LTF  will  continue.     There   is  one  public  recreation  cabin  at  Salt  Lake 
Bay . 

Corner  Bay  Area:     The  Corner  Bay  road  system  and  associated  harvest  units, 
located  in  the  northwest  of  the  Kook  Lake  road  system  and  extending  into 
the  roadless  area  for  approximately  nine  miles,   were  completed   in  the  earlv 
1970' s^.     .A  logging  camp  and  Forest  Service  Work  Center  are   located  at 
Corner  Bay.     The  camp  was  established  in  the  raid-1970's  and  the  population 
varies,   depending  on  the   type  of  work  and  the  season.     During  the  sprip.g, 
summer  and   fall   the  camp  averages   60   to   70  people  and  during  winters    it  ;;:.iv 
drop  to  as   low  as  one   family,   who  act  as  caretakers   for  the  camp. 

Corner  Bay-Kadashan  Road  System:     The  Chichagof  Roadless  Area  borders  ti^e 
southern  shore  of  Tenakee  Inlet,   which  includes  Long,   Seal,   Salterv,  Cr.ib. 
and  Kadashan  Bays.     The  Corner  Bay/Kadashan  road  svstem  connects  Kadash.m 
Bay  to   the  Corner  Bay  logging  camp.     The  cutting  units   in   the  Corner 
Bay/Kadashan  area  were   logged  in  the  early  1960's.     The  Operating  Plan,  for 
the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  Long- terra  Timber  Sale  proposed  a  road  to 
connect  the  Kadashan  road  with  the  Sitkoh  Bay/False  Island  road  svstem. 
After  eight  miles  of  this  road  were  built,   construction  was  halted  bv 
litigation.     The  area  adjacent  to  Crab  Bay  was   logged  from  the  beacii   in  r'.ie 
raid- 1950' 3,   while  the  southern  drainages  of  Crab  Cove  were  exteiisivelv 
logged  in  1977.     In  1968,   Saltery  Bay  was  beach  logged,   and  Seal  Sav 
tractor  logged.     Between  these  two  bays   is   the   Inbetween  Timber  Sale, 
harvested  in  1983. 

Peril  Strait:     The  Chichagof  Roadless  Area  lies  along  Peril  Strait   for  3S 
miles.     There   is  evidence  of  beach  logging  in  much  of  the  area.     A  drainage 
northwest  of  Moore  Mountain  was  extensively  logged  in  the  raid-I9"'0's.  The 
southeast  corner  of  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area   is  surrounded  bv   the  False 
I  s  land/S  i  tkoh  Bay/White  Rock  road  svstem  and  logging.      Loi^gine,  ope  r.i  t  ioi'.s 
were   started   in   the   1960s   and  completed   in   the   late  l^VO's. 

Basket  Bay-Kook  Lake:     The   roadless  area  bounds  Chatham  Strait   for  alvmr 
four  miles.      Located  within  this  area  are   Little   Basket   Sav,    Basket   L.ike  . 
the  eastern  and  southern  shorelines  of  Kook  Lake  and  the  southern  sh.orelin.e 
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of  Basket:  3av.      The  Corner  3av  Kook  Lake   road  svscem  and  harvest  'aniiis  for 
che  norcheasce-rn  boundaries  of  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area.  Construction 
of  Che  Kook  Lake  road  has  been  completed  past  3asket  Bay  but  may  be 
extended  if  the  courts  approve   the  Supplemental.  1981-86  and  1986  -'^0  Alaska 
Pulp  Corporation  Long-Terra  Timber  Sale  plan.     Harvest  activities  will 
continue  under  current  plans. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  northern  portior.  o 
the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area  contains  several  high  alpine   lakes  used  fo-j 
flv-in   fishing   trips.      The   lakes,    originallv  stocked   in   the   l^^jil's.  , 
a  unique   recreation  opportunity.      Although  big  ga;;;e  hu;:ti::g  occurs  :,. 
parts  of  the   roadless   area.    Point  Adolphus   to  Cull  Cove   is  considereu 
important  for  this  activitv. 

Because  of  its  sheer  sire  and  pristine  land  and  water  mass,    the  Neka  Bay 
area  is  considered  an  accraccion  and  special  interest  feature  within  the 
Chichagof  Roadless  Area.     The  Kadashan  area  and  the  area  between  Lisianski 
Inlec  and  North  Hoonah  Sound  are  of  special  interest  because  they  contain 
two  of  the  few  remaining  intact  Sitka  spruce  old-growth  ecosystems  outside 
of  wilderness  on  the  northern  half  of  the  Forest.     These  groves,  between 
400-500  years  old,   are  considered  to  have  some  of  the  highest  fish  and 
wildlife  significance  on  the  Chatham  Area. 

Tenakee/Hoonah  Portage  is  a  quarter-mile- long  piece  of  land  that  separates 
Tenakee  Inlet  from  Port  Frederick.     A  trail,    laid  with  sticks  at  the 
portage,    is  a  special   feature  that  allows  people   to  push  their  skiffs  and 
kayaks  over  the  portage. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Manageab i 1 i tv  js 
wilderness   is  high.     Most  boundaries  are  defined  by  the  coastline  or  .lUi.^' 
not  critical  because   they  adjoin  Wilderness.     Other  areas  are  bound  bv 
physical  characters,   such  as  roads  or  harvest  units.     Effects  of  most 
current  activities   in  adjoining  areas  are  minimal  because  such  activities, 
which  are  saltwater-based  or  wilderness  related,   are  transitory.  While 
activities  associated  with  road  construction  and  logging  operations  are 
highly  distracting,   they  affect  a  relatively  small  portion  of  the  roadless 
area.     Past  activities  may  detract  from  portions  of  the  roadless  area: 
however,    they  have  provided  better  access  into  the  interior  of  the  roadies 
area  via  an  existing  road  system.       Were   the  Chichagof  evaluation  area  le: 
unroaded,    it  would  complement  the  West  Chichagof -Yakobi  Wilderness. 
Conversely,   the  presence  of  the  Wilderness  enhances  the  wilderness 
character  of  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area. 

Exceptions   to  the  ease  of  manageability  as  wilderness  would  be   in  areas 
where  there  are  no  physical  boundaries.     Making  up  onlv  a  small  portion  of 
the  total  length  of  the  boundary,    these  areas   include  all  private 
ownerships  such  as  Cape  Bingham/Mite  Cove,   Huna  To tem/Sealaska  lands  on 
Port  Frederick  and  Icy  Strait,   private  parcels  at  Mud  Bay.   and  the   lan.J.s  a. 
Pelican,    Elfin  Cove,    Port  Althrop.    and  Bohlemia  Basin.     All  other 
non- federal  ownerships  are  verv  small  and  offer  [io  problems  for 
manageab i 1 i tv  as  wilderness. 
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(2)  Natural  Integrity:  The  Chichagof  Roadless  Area  is  unmodified  except 
Cor  isolated  areas.  Located  within,  but  excluded  from  this  roadless  area, 
are  the  he av i 1 v - mod i f led  Eight  Fathom  Bight/Neka  River  logging  camp,  roadc 
and  harvested  areas,  roads  and  logging  at  Kadashan  and  Crab  Bavs  ,  minip.f: 
operations  at  Cape  Bingham.  Mite  Island,  and  the  communities  of  Pelican  ar.v 
Elfin  Cove.  These  modifications  are  distinct  when  considered  ind  i  v  i^'.'ja  L 1  ■. 
but  would  not  have  much  of  an   influence  on   the  overall   roatiless  area. 

(3)  Opportunity   for  Solitude;     The  opportunity   for  solitude    in  t;->o 
Cr.ichagof  Roadless  Area   is  verv  high.     Over   the  vast  riiajori-ty  of  t':-.^ 
there  are  no   impacts   from  humans.     The  proximity  of  the  C';iichagor  Ro.u:  I 
.Area  to   the  West  Chichago  f  -  Yakob  i  Wilderness  enhances   the  opportunity  for 
solitude . 

In  the  northern  portion  of  the  roadless  area,   ongoing  logging  activities 
and  reading  on  adjacent  Huna  Totem  and  Sealaska  private  lands  will 
adversely  affect  the  opportunity  for  solitude  during  the  next  three  vears . 
until  timber  harvest  ceases.     After  cessation  of  harvest,    the  opportunity 
for  solitude  will  be  restored. 

The  area  near  Kook  Lake/Corner  Bay  is  presently  being  logged.  Equipment 
noise,    logging  activities,    the  logging  camp,   and  LTF  would  adversely  affec 
the  opportunity  for  solitude.     Recreational  use  occurs  around  Kadashan  3av 
from  the  Kadashan/Corne r  Bay  road  system  and  the  Corner  Bav  logging  camp. 
Because  the  road  system  is  not  continuously  used,   solitude   is  broken  op.lv 
when  use   is  occurring.     Because  the  road  is   incomplete  and  will  probably  b 
used  for  recreation  purposes  only, ^ the  solitude  .of  the  area  would  be 
restored  easily. 

The   former  False   Island  logging  camp   is  under  special  use  permit   to  th.e 
Southeast  Alaska  Regional  Health  Corporation  for  its  Adolescent  Treac::;e;^,t 
Program.     The  agency  operates  a  youth  carap  at  False   Island,    using  tiie 
contiguous  area  for  their  programs.     The  likelihood  of  an   interruption  to 
solitude   in  this  area  is  higher  here,   but  is  not  significant.     The  False 
Island/Sitkoh  Bay/White  Stone  road  systems  are  mainly  used  for  iiuntint: 
access,   but  may  receive  some  use  by  youth  camp  members. 

In  addition  to  the  ongoing  logging  operations,   an  alternative   in  tiie 
Supplemental  EIS   for  the  1981-86  and  1986-90  APC  Long-term  Timber  Sale 
Plan,   proposes  continuation  of  roading  and  timber  harvesting  in  the  are.is 
around  Eight  Fathom  Bight,   Kook  Lake/Corner  Bay  and  Kadashan  Bav.  This 
alternative  was  selected  and  these  areas  are  planned  for  entrv  in  l^-.^'-'O. 
The  logging  camps  at  Corner  Bay,   Eight  Fathom  Bight,   and  False   Island  will 
be  maintained.     Maintenance  of  the  camps  will  result  in  a  continued  hi£.h 
level  of  charter  plane  service,   small  boat  use,   and  recreation  traffic  on 
area  road  systems.     These  would  be  in  addition  to   the   impacts  on  solitude 
from  harvest  activities. 

There  is,   and  would  continue  to  be,    interruption  to  the  solitude  arour.d  r'.-', 
townsites  of  Pelican  and  Elfin  Cove.     These   interruptions  woLild  incre.;s.> 
around  the  patented  mines,    should   they  to  come   into,  production. 
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SiTiall  aircraic  overflights   for  recreation  access  and  service   to   tiie  various 
communicies  and  camps  will  continue.     This  use  would  occur  primaril'/  over 
the  coastal  zone  and  along  the  major  valleys.     There  are  several  daily, 
commercial,   high-altitude  overflights;    these  are  primarily  to   the  south  of 
the   roadless  area,    or   to   the  north  over   Icy  Straits.      Sm.all  boats   use  ;;;ost 
of  the  coastal  waters   for  commercial  or  sport  fishing  and  hunti;ig  access. 
The  .Alaska  Marine  Highwav   ferries  use   Peril,   Chatham,    and   Icy  Straits,  ai-.d 
Cross  Sound.     .All  of  these  activities  provide   interruption  to  soLitude; 
however,    thev  are   trans itorv  and  short  term  in  nature.  . 

(4)     Opportunity   for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  Chichagof  Roadless  .Area 
provides  primarily  primitive  and  serai - pr imi tive  non - mo  to r i~ed 
opportunities;   however,   because  of  existing  use  patterns,    it  is  evident 
that  both  off- road  and  highway  vehicles  use  portions  of  the  area.  The 
following  areas  are  as  inventoried  with  the  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum 
System: 

ROS  Class  Acres 


Primitive  I   (PI)  234,398 

Primitive  II   (P2)  12,577 

Rural  (R)  240 

Roaded  Natural  (RN)  3,037 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  41,707 

Semi-Primitive  Non  -  Mo  toriired  (SPNM)  292,070 

Serai  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  47.513 

No  ROS  1,942 


The  area  contains  56  recreation  places,    totalling  297,305  acres. 


ROS  CLASS             /*  OF  REC.  PU\CES         TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

PI  7  '           34,060  3,^30 

P2  5  7,521  7,349 

RN  3  1.359  12,538 

RM  8  38,108  16,326 

SPNM  14  156,338  56.061 

SPM  19  37,457  o2,510 


There  are  no  public  recreation  cabins  in  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area: 
however,  cabins  in  adjacent  areas  are  located  at  Salt  Lake  3ay .  White 
Sulfur  Springs,   Goulding  Lake,   Kook  Lake,   and  two  at  Sitkoh  Lake. 

This  area  can  be  accessed  by  boat  or  by  plane,  or  may  be  accessed  bv  foot 
off  of  one  of  several  road  systems. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,  GeoLogic,   Scientific,  Cultural): 
Lemesurier  Island  was  not  glaciated  during  the  last  ice  advance  from 
Glacier  Bay.     This  provides  an  area  to  studv  geological  and  ecological 
features   in  contrast   to   the   norm.     The  mouth  of  Basket   Bav  h.is   f  o  r:^M  r  i  or.s 
of  grey,    grey  and  white,   white,   dark  blue,    and  black  marble.      Fl-oro  .iro 
reports,   dating  from  1917,   of  a  hot  spring  area  near  the  he.id  of  North 
Hoonah  Sound. 


LYSIS  OF  THE  >LANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C-347 


Availability  for  ManagemenC  as  Wilderness  or   in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:  The  toLIowing  recreation  projects  are 
proposed   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   as  Amended  19S5-S6: 

LeiT^.esur ier  Island  -  leave  undeveloped  and  emphasize  its  scenery 
wildlife  and  back  countrv  features. 

Ceori;e  Islands  -  restore  and  maintain  the  World  War  II  shore  gu 
site  as  a  visitors  site. 

Elfin  Cove  to  Port  Althorp  -  construct  a  trail  and  public 
recreation  cabin. 

Pelican  -  construct  a  trail  system  around  the  townsite. 

Idaho  Inlet  -  construct  public  recreation  cabins,    shelters  and 
trail  to  Tenakee  Inlet. 

Mud  Bay  -  construct  a  public  recreation  cabin  and  a  trail  to 
Otter  Lake. 

Neka  Bay  -  construct  a  marine  park  and  public   recreation  cabin. 

Tenakee /Hoonah  Portage   -  construct  a  public  recreation  shelter. 

Long  Bay  -  construct  a  public  recreation  cabin. 

Crab  Bay  -  construct  a  public  recreation  cabin. 

Little  Saltery  Bay  -  construct  a  public  recreation  cabin  and 
she  1 ters . 

North  Hoonah  Sound  to  Pelican  -  construct  a  trail   through  the 
Lisianski  River  valley. 

Kock  Lake   -  construct  a  trail. 

Freshwater  fishing  use  of  the  high  mountain  lakes   in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area  will   increase.     Outfitter  an.d 
guide  use  will  probably  increase  throughout  the  area,  especially 
around  Elfin  Cove,   Neka  Bay,   Pelican,   Lisianski  Inlet  and  Strait. 
Access  will  be  mainly  by  boat. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     There  are  no   identified  fishery  projects. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  amended  Tongass   Land  Management  PLni 
identified   the   foil  owing  wildlife  habitat  .management  projt?cts! 

Neka  Lake    -   nest  platforms   for  various  waterfowl. 
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Kadashan  drainage   -   road  closure  device   for  seasonal  traffic 
concro 1 . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are   182,549  acres    inventoried  as 
cencacively  suitable   for  harvest   (27  percent  of  the  evaluation  area). 
This   includes  26,472  acres  of  riparian  old  growth  and  132,223  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth.     The  emphasis  for  much  of  the  area  is  to 
continue   timber  harvest  and  related  road  construction  (including 
replacement  of  several  bridges")    for  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation 
19S6-90  and  1991-^5  planning  periods.     The  potential   for  managip.g 
timber   in  this   roadless  area   is  high  in  those  areas  with  operable 
timber  stands.     The   large  areas  of  mature /overmacure   timber  that  are 
operable   and  accessible,    combined  with   the  existing  road  svsteins  .uxi 
log  transport  facilities,   makes   timber  management  feasible  and  LikeLv 
in  chose  areas . 

Areas  noc  included  in  timber  manageraenc  emphasis  are  Lemesurier 
Island,    the  Elfin  Cove  and  Port  Alchrop  areas,   all  of  Lisianski  Inlet 
and  Strait,   all  of  the  Idaho  Inlet  area,   and  all  of  the  area  on 
Tenakee  Inlet  from  north  of  Tenakee  Springs   to  about  the  end  of  t[ie 
inlet  (including  Long  Bay). 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     The  current  special  use  permits  will 
probably  continue.     The  potential  for  more  frequent  use  of  the  area  bv 
outfitters  and  guides  is  high. 

(f)  Minerals:  In  1984,  several  areas  within  the  Chichagof  Roadless 
Area  were  identified  as  having  a  high  potential  for  development  of 
locatable  minerals.  These  include  the  area  from  Idaho  Inlet  east  to 
the  private  lands  of  the  Huna  Totem  and  Sealaska  Corporations.  aLon;;, 
the  eastern  and  southwestern  shoreline  of  Lisianski  Inlet,  and  all  : 
the  northern  shore  of  Peril  Strait  and  the  southern  shore  of  Tef.akee 
Inlet.  Mineral  development  potential  along  the  western  shoreline  of 
Lisianski  Inlet  is  high;  similar  potential  exists  just  south  of  this 
shoreline.  Several  mining  operations  have  occurred  or  are  occurri;-'.g 
presently  within  the  Chichagof  Roadless  .Area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     There  are   two  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas   in  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Are.-.. 
These  are  Upper  Tenakee   Inlet  Hot  Springs,    located  in  VCU  22-*,  .u'.d 
Tonalite  Creek,    located  in  VCU  235. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)     Timber:     Because  the  entire  area  is  within  the  primary  sale  area 
for  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  (APC)   Long- terra  Timber  Sale,  the 
potential  for  timber  management  in  the  Chichagof  Roadless  Area  is  very 
high. 

The  roaded  areas  being  considered  in  the  Supplemental  EIS   for  the 
1981-86  and  1986-90  APC  Long-term  Timber  Sale  plan  are  Neka  River,  ^'.■-;d 
Bay  River.   Salt  Lake  Bav,    the  head  of  Sttkoh  Bav ,   Corner  5.iv.  Nook 
Creek' and  Kadashan.     Because  of  the  noise  and  traffic  caused  bv  c-.iviv^r 
harvesting,   harvest  activities   in   these  areas  will  affect  the 
Chichagof  Roadless  .Area.     Some  of  the   logging  units  will  be  within  rl'.^' 
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Chicha^ot   Roadless  Area  boundaries,    accessed   from   che  exiscing  road 
svs  terns . 

Unroaded  areas  being  considered  for  harvest  are  Neka  Bay  Flats;  the 
two  southwestern  drainages  closest  to  Mud  Bay.   Gallagher  Greek,  and 
Humpback  Greek     which  may  or  may  not  be  accessed  through  private 
Native   lands');    the  northwestern  portion  of  Salt  Lake  Bay;    the  drair^.ag 
between  Gorner  Bav  and  Kadashan;    the  Kadashan  drainage;   and  the  Hook 
Greek  drainage  off  of  Kadashan. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Inseccs  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(d)  Land  Status:     Several  parcels  of  non-Federal  lands  are   located  i 
Che  area.     Most  are  on  saltwater  and  are  located  within  the  area  bein 
analv::ed  as  roadless,   but  are  excluded  from  it.     These   include  Lands 
on  Inian  and  Lemesurier  Islands,   Mud  Bay,   Gull  Gove,   a  village  site 
and  a  private  parcel  on  Idaho  Inlet,    the  community  of  Elfin  Gove.  Por 
Althrop,   Gape  Bingham  to  Mice  Gove,    Che  community  of  Pelican  and 
surrounding  lands,   a  parcel  on  Hoonah  Sound  northwest  of  Broad  Island 
and  the  Tenakee  Inlet/Port  Frederick  Portage.     Lands  away  from 
salcwacer,   and  more  difficult  to  exclude,   are   the   two  holdings  m 
Bolhemia  Basin. 

There  are  no  outstanding  ( unconveyed')   Native   land  selections  or  St.iro 
selections.      Several  unconveved  Native  allotments  are   located  along 
the  various  coastlines. 

Relationship  to  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  ,\rcas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     There  are   two  are,\ 
Wildernesses.     These  are   the  West  Ghichagof -Yakobi  to   the  soutli  and  west 
(on  Ghichagof  Island)   and  the  Admiralty  Island  National  Monument  W i  Ide  ci'.e s 
(on  Admiralty  Island)   to  the  ease  across  Ghacham  Strait.     The  West 
Ghichagof -Yakobi  and  the  Ghichagof  Roadless  Area  share  a  common  boundarv. 
Other  roadless  analysis  areas  within  the   immediate  vicinity  are  Hoonah 
Sound  (across  Hoonah  Sound  to  che  wesc),   Norch  Baranof  (.across   Peril  StL'.ii 
CO  che  south).    Point  Graven  (to  che  soucheasc  and  separated  bv  roads  .uvi 
harvest  unics),   Trap  Bay  ( co  che  ease  and  separaced  by  roads  and  har\'est 
unics),   Tenakee  Ridge   ( co  che  norch  and  ease  across  Tenakee   Inlet^i.  G.ure 
Creek  (to   the  east  across  Port  Frederick),   and  Pleasant  Island  {in  lev 
Strait  to  the  north).     Other  evaluation  areas  on  Ghichagof  Island  include 
Pavlof/East  Point,   Point  Augusta,   Whitestone,   and  Freshwater  Bav.  Glacier 
Bay  National  Park  and  Monument  is  located  across  Icy  Strait  to  the  n.orth. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 
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Coaununi  Cy 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop 

Pelican  {Pop 

Elfin  Cove  (Pop 

Hoonah  (.Pop 
Tenakee  Spr  (,  Pop 

CusCavus  (Pop 

Angoon  i^Pop 

Sicka  ^Pop 


23 


,  729) 
23S) 

61) 
960) 

95^ 
213) 
639) 


42 

Adj  acenC 
Adj  acenC 


55 

Adj  acenc 
Adj  acenc 


S , 0^1) 


8 
4 
8 
10 
35 


8 
4 
8 
10 
42 


Juscavus  has   regular  jec  service   in  the  summer  and  scheduled  small  plane 
service  in  the  winter.     Hoonah  and  Pelican  have  year-round  scheduled  sma.L 
aircraft  service.     There  is  charter  service  to  Tenakee  Springs,   Elfin  Cove, 
and  the  Eight  Fathom  Bight  and  Corner  Bay  logging  camps.     The  Alaska  .Marine 
Highway  serves  Hoonah  and  Tenakee  Springs  on  a  regular  basis,   and  Pelican 
on  a  monthly  basis. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     Portions  of  the  Chichagof  Roadless  .Area  have 
been  designated  as   "moratorium"  areas  or  have  been  proposed  as 
wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives  to  date.     These  include  the 
areas  identified  as  Leraesurier  Island,   Point  Adolphus/Mud  Bay, 
Chichagof  (the  area  from  Idaho  Inlet  south  to  Tenakee   Inlet,  around 
the  southern  shore  of  Seal  Bay,   west  to  the  Moore  Mountains  ridge 
system  and  south  along  North  Hoonah  Sound,   west  and  south  chrough 
Sergius  Narrows,   and  north  along  the  West  Chichago f / Yakob i  Wilderness 
boundary),   and  Kadashan. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     The  people  using  the  analysis  area  are 
from  all  of  the  surrounding  towns  and  logging  camps.     These  popuIacLe!'. 
concentrations   include  Pelican,   Elfin  Cove,   Hoonah,   Gustavus,  Tenakee 
Springs,   Eight  Fathom  Bight,   Corner  Bay,  Juneau,   Sitka  and  Angoon. 
Almost  all  methods  of  transportation  access   the  area  including  boacs. 
all- terrain  vehicles,   and  planes.     Use  from  outfitter/guides  occurs 
throughout  the  area.     Subsistence  uses  take  place  throughout  most  ec 
the  area  and  includes  hunting,   fishing,   and  gathering. 

(c)  Concern  of  Local  Residents:     Each  community  has   its  own  eiiiphaiSLs 
issues.     Elfin  Cove,   Pelican,   and  Tenakee  Springs  would  like  to  see 
reading  and  logging  techniques  now  being  used  changed  so  the  impaccs 
to  the  land  are  not  so  great,   and  a  change  to  the  amount  of  logs  beii^.g 
taken  off  the  land.     Hoonah 's  opinions  vary;   they  would  like  to  see  .i 
sustained  cut  for  economic  reasons,   but  would  also  like   the  land 
protected  for  subsistence  use,   and  for  preservation  of  the  Native  w;;v 
of  life.     There  has  been  opposition  to  logging  the  Kadashan  draitiage 
from  the  communities  of  Tenakee  Springs,   Juneau,   and  Sicka.  Thev 
advocate  leaving  it  in  a  natural  state  because  of  the  many  coitiplece 
ecosystems  and   the  number  of  years   the  drainage  has  been  Lised  as  -i 
research  area. 
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Local   issues   include   the  concinuing  harvesting  and  reading  of  the 
C imbe r lands ,    the  concinuacion  of  jobs   in  a  local  area,    che  effects 
logging  on  fisheries  and  wildlife  habitat,   maintaining  the  visual 
qualitv  of  h igh - in t e res t  areas,   maintaining   lifestvles,    location  of 
log  transfer   facilities,    the  distribution  of  harvest  volume  classes 
and  the   tradeoffs  between  environmental  protection  measures  and  the 
economics  of   the  harvest  activities. 

Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  ARFA  DESCRIPTION 

N^\iME:     Trap  Bay  (312)  ACRES   (GROSS):     22,023  ACRES   (NFS):   22.  COS 

GEOZONE:  COS 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Incerior  Islands 
'L^.189  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  1-+ 


Descripcion 

(1)     Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  Cable  below  displays   che  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  comraencs .  This 
enables  che  reader  Co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaluaced  in  Appendix  G 
wich  previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  I         VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Corner  Bay 
Trap  Bay 
Souch  Passage 
Kook  Lake 


236* 
23  7 
233 
239* 


21 
21 


Noc  raced  in  I9"'9 


Noc  raced  in  L':''' 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  pare  of  chis  VCU. 

(2)     History:     There  have  been  archaeological  sices   found  ac  Ground  Hog  5jv 
on  che  ChilkaC  Peninsula,   and  Hidden  Falls  on  Baranof  Island.      Evidof.co  c 
Chese  sices   indicaces   chac  dccupacion  of  Soucheasc  .Alaska  daces   co  ovei' 
9,000  years  ago.     The  Trap  Bay  Roadless  Area   is   locaced  app  rox  Lin.i  ce  Iv  .'2 
miles  souCh  of  Ground  Hog  Bav ,    and  50  miles  norch  of  Hidden  Falls.  'SeciLis^^ 
of  che  proxiraicy  of  chese   cwo  prehiscoric  sices   co   chis   roadless  area,  i: 
is  probable  chac  chis  roadless  area  was  used  by  Nacive  peoples   in  che  s.iiiie 
cime  frame. 


Tlingic  cradicion  includes  scories  abouc  che  area,   such  as   che   f isheriro','.  ot 
Angoon  using  che  clouds  aC  che  Cop  of  Trap  Bay  Mouncain  as  a  weachei" 
baroraecer  Co  cell  che  direccion  of  che  wind  on  Chacham  Scraic.  Anocl^ei" 
scory  concerns  an  underground  scream  which  flows   from  Kook  Lake   co  3.;sUec 
Bay  and  has  a  salmon  run.      Before  encering  Baskec  Bav,    che  scream  p.isst^s 
chrough  a  cave   inco  which  che  Nacives  would  climb   co  hunc  seals  and  :o 
fish. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unic)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  che 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  che  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was   Che  nationwide  sysCem  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II) . 
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The  Hoonan  and  Angoon  Tlingic  were  using  chis  area  of  Chichagof  Island  a c 
che   time  of  Euroamerican  contact.     Villages  and  sites   for  seasonal  lM.in  t  i . 
fishing,   and  collecting  activities  were  located  throughout   the  area.  Tlu' 
forest  archaeologist  has   identified  a  burial  site  and  petroglvphs  near 
Corner  3av ,   as  well  as  an  abandoned  village  site   in  the  area  of  B-iskor  :-.y 

Location  and  .Access:     The  Trap   Say  Roadless  Area   is    locate^-i  oi:  z::e 
east  side  of  Chichae;of   Island.      Tenakee   Inlet   forms   tiie   ;^.o  r  ti;e  rr.  '.-■oli-.'.C..-.  ■.■ 
and  Chatham  Strait  borders  on   the  east.     Kook  Lake  and  oasket   B'.i;/  roi';;; 
southern  bou-adarv.    and   the  Corner  Say   road  system  and  harvest  'anits 
the  western  boundarv. 

Tenakee  Springs  and  che  Corner  Bay  logging  camp  are  the  two  closest 
communities.     Both  have  regular  charter  plane  service,   and  Tenakee  Springs 
is  on  che  Alaska  Marine  Highway  ferry  rouce .     One  may  use  the  extensive 
road  system  ouc  of  Corner  Bay  to  access  chis  roadless  area,   and  then  travel 
inland  on  fooC.     The  area  may  also  be  accessed  by  boac. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  Trap  Bay  Roadless  .Area  has  four 
well-defined  ridge  systems  and  three  large  drain-ages.     About  SO  percent  of 
chis  area  is  mouncainous  wich  40  percenc  being  very  rough  and  steep.  The 
screaraside  zones   Cocal  abouc  20  percenc  of  che  area.      Elevacions   range  from 
sea  level  to  3.370  feec  in  Che  wesc-cencral  porcion  of  the  unit.  The 
evaluation  area  adjoins  Kook  Lake  co  the  south;   however,    there  are  ;io 
sizeable  lakes  within  the  roadless  area  itself. 

There  are   17  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater  and  1,033  acres  of  beach. 
Other  cerrain  features  are  ol9  acres  of  alpine   tundra,    ^j*-^  acres  of 
freshwacer  lakes.    10  acres  of  ice  and  snow,   and  "^19  acres  of  rock. 

(5)  EcosysCem: 

(a)     CLassif icacion :     The  Trap  Bay  Roadless  Area  is   in  the  Northern 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     Unlike   che  outer  coast,  tb.e 
coastline  in  this  province  is  protected  from  the  full  force  of 
storms.     This  being  the  case,    the  area  has  a  colder  climate,   a  iiiore 
rugged  topography,   and  more  distinctive   fauna  than  che  Outer  Coast 
Geographic  Province.     Mouncains  elevacions  vary  from  2,015   Co  3.S~0 
feec . 

Rocky  shorelines   incerspersed  wich  small  gravel  beaches  are  fourxi 
Chroughouc  che  characcer  cype .     Salcwacer  bays  and  estuaries  are 
numerous  and  exhibit  much  variety.     There  are  cidal  meadows  of  varv  Ln.!:', 
sizes  found  in  chis  unic. 

Lower  slopes  are  generally  densely  foresced.   buc  somecimes  exhibit 
combinacion  of  muskeg  openings,   brush,   and  scattered  tree  cover  up  to 
elevations  of  approximately  2.500  feet  in  this  area.     Upper  slopes  .u'.d 
summits  appear  barren   from  a  distance,   but  usuallv  offer  a  varietv  of 
alpine  vegetation  as  well  as  numerous  rock  ou  tc  ropp  i  n . 
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(b)  VegeCation:     Dense  western  hemlock/ S  i  cka  spruce   torests   doiii  L  p,  j  :  c- 
Che   timbered  overstory,   with  an  understory  of  shrubs  such  as  red 
huckleberry,    rustv  menziesia,   and  devil's  club.     The   forest   floor  is 
covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses,    liverworts,    deerheart,  bunchberrv 
dogwood,    single  delight,    and  skunk  cabbage.      Streams ide  riparian 
vegetation  is  characterized  bv  salmonberry,   devil's  club,  alder, 
grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 

The  muskesjs   are   dominated  bv  sphagnum  mosses,    sedges,    and  si'.r-j.o.s  >: 
the  heath   familv  and  are    interspersed  aniong   Low  -  e  le '.m  t  L 
stands  where  drainage   is   restricted.     Trees  are   sparse   in  these 
and  consist  mainlv  of  stunted  hemlock,    lodgepole  pine,  and 
Alaska- cedar . 

Tideflacs,    found  ac  the  heads  of  the  bays  and  estuaries,  generally 
support  sea  milkwort,   glasswort,   and  algae.     Beach  meadows  occur 
between  the  shore  and  the  forest.     Lower  beach  meadows  are  composed  of 
beach  ryegrass,   reed  bent  grass,  hairgrass ,   fescue  grass,  beach 
lovage ,   goose  tongue,   and  sedges.     Upper  beach  meadow  plants  include 
yarrow,   bedscraw,   starwort,    ferns,   western  columbine,   and  cow 
parsnip.     Oregon  crabapple,   alder,   devil's  club,   and  blueberry  occur 
along  the  border  of  the  beach  meadow  and  the  forest. 

At  elevations  above  2,000  feet,    the  plant  communities  are 
characterized  by  low  shrubs,   grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  forests 
and  meadows  occur  at  the   interface  between  the   forested  communities 
and  the  alpine  tundra.  , 

There  are  approximately  16,877  acres  of  forested  lands,   of  which 
13,325  acres  are  classified  as  commercial   forest  land.     Tb.ere  ,ire 
2.214  acres  classified  as   riparian  old  growth  and  11.31"  acres  .;s 
non-riparian  old  growth.     Approximately  619  acres  are  alpine  tutxira 
vegetation,   and  120  acres  are  classed  as  muskeg.     Muskeg  is 
interspersed  within  other  types  of  vegetation  in  units   too  small  to 
map.     Therefore,    the  acreage  for  muskeg  may  be  substantially 
understated . 

(c)  Soils:     Glaciers  played  an  important  part  in  the  placement  .in.d 
character  of  soil  parent  material  in  this  area.     The  development  of 
soils   is   influenced  by  high  levels  of  rainfall,   cool  summer 
temperatures,   a  short  growing  season,   and  moderate ly- low  soil 
temperatures.     Shallow  soils  with  good  drainage  develop  on  steeper 
slopes  due  to  rapid  loss  of  material  by  erosion  and  efficient 
rainwater  runoff.     Deep,   well-drained  soils  commonly  occur  below 
shallow  soils  on  gentler  slopes  where  transported  soil  materials  have 
collected.     Poorly-drained  soils  are  associated  with  low  relief  an.d 
impermeable  subsurface  layers. 

In  locations  with  poor  drainage,   deep  organic  soils   (muskegs'^   tend  to 
form.     This  situation  occurs  where   the  soil  material   fails   to  provide 
sufficient   internal  drainage  or  where   topographv  prevents  exteLn..iL 
drainage . 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SI-TUATION     -     Januarv  31,  1990 


C-  355 


Drainage   improves  wich   increased  slope  gradient;   however,    as  slopes 
become  ove rs deepened ,   soil  depchs  become  much  shallower.      In  riparian 
areas,    soil  zones   tend  to  contain  sand  and  gravels  as  a  result  of 
flood  deposition. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fishing,    especially   for  salmon,    is   a  major, 
resident  subsistence  activity.     Abundant  streams   in  the  area  provide 
spawning  and  rearing  habitat   for  pink,    chum,    coho.    and  sockeve 
salmon.      Sport  and  commercial   fishing   in  area  waters    is   cominon.  Oti^.eL' 
species    ir.clude  cutthroat   trout,    steelhead   trout,    Oolly  Varder^.  .-iu-.r, 
stickleback,   and  smelt.      Important  saltwater  fisheries   include  crab, 
sablefish,    and  rockfishes. 

Fish  resources  have  been  raced  as  pare  of  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  DeparcmenC  of  Fish  and  Game   i,ADF5tG~i  in 
ics  Foresc  Habicac  Incegricy  Program  (1983).     These  ratings  describe 
Che  value  of  VCU' s  for  spore  fish,   commercial  fish  and  estuaries. 

VCU's  raced  as  highly  valued  for  spore  fish  are  236,  237,  and  239. 
VCU's  236  and  239  were  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish. 
Those  VCU's   raced  as  having  highly  valued  escuaries  are   236   and  237. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Wildlife   is  high  in  numbers  and  species 
diversity.     Species   include  brown  bear,   Sicka  black- tailed  deer,  pino 
marcen,   mink,   and  land  octer,   as  well  as  smaller  mammals  and  several 
amphibians.     There  are  few  resident  bird  species,   however  the  area  is 
used  by  many  migracory  species.     Eagles  are  common  in  the  coastal 
zone.      Spore  and  subsistence  deer  hunting  are  very   important   in  this 
area . 

The  entire  area  (22,008  acres)   has  been  idencified  as  habitat   for  tl',e 
management  indicator  species  of  Sicka  black- called  deer,   brown  beaf. 
pine  marcen,   and  red  squirrel. 

( f )  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
Chreacened  or  endangered  species.     This  area  has  been   identified  .is 
providing  temporary  habicacs  for  cwo  migracing  endangered  speci.es. 
The  .American  peregrine  falcon  passes   through  che   forests  during  the 
spring  and  fall  migration  flights.     The  humpback  whale   inhabits  neari-'v 
waters,   but  there   is  no  designated  critical  habitat  near  areas  of 
exiscing  or  planned  log  cransfer  facilities.     The  bald  eagle,  a 
proceceed  species,   uses  che  area  for  nescing  and  roosting. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Trap  Bay  Roadless  Area   is  complete  Iv 
encompassed  in  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  Long- terra  Timber  Sale  Contract 
.Area . 

One  VCU  (3,688  acres)  was  designated  as  a  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD^   3  m 
the  Tongass   Land  Management  Plan.     The  emphasis   is  on  managing   for  usc^s  .uid 
activities   in  a  compatible  and  comp  lementarv  manner   to  provide   the  iM'e.irost 
combination  of  benefits.     These  areas  have  either  high  use  or  hi^.-.h  ,in:o;>.  i :  \- 
values   in  conjunction  with  high  commodity  values.     Allowances   in  c,i  leu  L;  r^vi 
potential   timber  yield  have  been  made   to  meet  multiple  objectives.  I'I'.eso 
lands  may  include  concentrated  recreational  developments. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION 


January  31.  1990 


0-356 


Tr.L'ee  VOU '  s    ;,IS,3^0  acres)   were   allocked   Co  LL'D      .      These    lands  will  be 
inanaged  for  a  variety  of  uses.     Opporcuni cies  will  be  provided  for 
incensive  resource  use  and  developmenc  where  emphasis   is  primarilv  on 
commodicy  or  market  resources.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential  timber 
vield  have  been  made   to  provide   for  protection  of  physical   and  biological 
p  roduc  t  iv  i  ty . 

There  are   three  research  cabins  located  in  the  Trap  Bav  area.     Two  beloti^: 
to   federal  agencies,    the   Forestrv  Science  Lab   ^Forest  Service"!,   and  th.e 
;^ational  Marine   Fisheries   Sei'-.'ice.    and  one  belongs   to   the  Alaska  !!}o  pa  r  r     ;■ : 
of  Fish  and  Came. 

There  is  an  identified  anchorage  in  Trap  Bay.     The  recreation  activities 
taking  place  in  this  area  are  waterfowl  and  big  game  hunting,  hiking, 
viewing  wildlife/fish,   salcwacer  shore  recreacion,   scream  and  lake  fishing, 
cross - councry  skiing,   and  powerboac  use. 

The  roadless  area  can  be  accessed  from  the  Hoonah/' Corner  Bay  road  systetn  on 
the  western  and  southern  boundaries.     The  north  side   faces  Tenakee  Inlet 
and  the  east  side  borders  Chatham  Strait.     These   two  sides  are  easily 
accessed  by  boats. 

There  is  a  special  use  permit  in  VCU  233  for  an  electronic  site.     There  are 
a  number  of  outfitters  and  guides  holding  Chatham  Area  special  use  permits 
that  use   this  area. 

•(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):  Other  than  the  areas  adjacent  to 
timber  harvest  activities  (much  of  the  boundary),  the  Trap  Bav  evaluation 
area  appears  natural  and  unmodified.  The  boundaries  adjacent  to  timber 
harvest  units  and  roads  appears  highly  modified.  There  are  some  minor 
developments  (three  research  cabins  constructed  in  the  19bO's'i:  these  ar^? 
unobtrusive  and  do  not  generally  detract  from  the  naturalness.  Th^ere  are 
no  other  readily  apparent  signs  of  human  activities. 

The  visual  character  type   is   the  Admiralty-Chichagof .     Landforms   for  the 
type  are  generally  rounded,    low  mountains.     However,   Trap  Bav  Mountain,  is 
tall,   steep,   very-rugged  mountain  with  craggy  peaks  and  steep, 
sharply-defined  ridgelines.     Rocky  shorelines,    interspersed  with  gravel 
beaches  are  found  along  the  coastline.     Streams  are  short  and  swift, 
flowing  directly  to  saltwater.     Small  bays  and  estuaries  are  present  and 
show  a  range  of  visual  characteristics.     Lower  slopes  are  dense Iv 
vegetated,   and  are   interspersed  with  muskeg  and  small  lakes.     Upper  slopes 
appear  bare  from  a  distance,   but  often  contain  muskeg,   alpine  tundra 
vegetation,   and  scattered  tree  cover. 

The  evaluation  area  is  inventoried  as  21  percent  Variety  Class  .A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  typeV  ~ 
percent  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape  diversity  that   is  common  for 
the  character  type)   and  32  percent  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a   low  degree 
of  landscape  diversity). 
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The  majoricv  of  Che  area  (,38  percent)    is   inventoried  as  an  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)   I,   which  appears  untouched  by  human  activity.     The  balance 
is   inventoried  as  an  EVC  V,    in  which  changes   to  the   landscape  are  obvious 
to  the  average  visitor. 

(3)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Most  of  the  Trap   Bay  Roadless 
Area  is   isolated  from  the  rest  of  Chichagof  Island  by  a  s trongly - de fined 
ridge  system,   close  to  the  southern  and  western  roadless  unit  boundaries. 
To  the  north  of  this  area  is  Tenakee  Inlet.     The   townsite  of  Tenakee 
Springs   is   located  approximately  three  and  one  half  miles   to   the  no u  tlv^e s  t  . 
across   the   Inlet.     Tenakee  Springs   is  on  the  regular  Alaska  Marine  Highwav 
route  and  has  regularly  scheduled  small  plane  service.     Chatham  Strait  lies 
to  the  ease,   with  Admiralty  Island  located  six  miles  across   the  saltwater. 

To  the  south  of  the  Trap  Bay  Roadless  Area  is   the  Kook  Lake  road  system  and 
timber  harvest  units.     The  road  construction  has  been  completed  past  Basket 
Bay;   the  cutting  units  were  completed  in  summer  1989.     This  road  system  is 
approximately  five  miles  long  and  connects  with  the  Corner  Bay  road  svstem. 

South  of  the  harvest  area  are  Kook  Lake  and  Basket  Bay.     These  areas  are 
used  heavily  for  subsistence  and  recreation.     A  Forest  Service  public 
recreation  cabin  is  located  on  the  western  end  of  Kook  Lake,    south  of  the 
harvest  area  which  is   the  roadless  area  boundary.     There   is  an  unmaintained 
trail  from  Basket  Bay  to  the  southern  shore  of  Kook  Lake.     Another,  froin 
the  Kook  Lake  road  to   the  cabin  and  lake,    is  heavily  used  bv  the  peooLe 
living  at  the  Corner  Bay  logging  camp.  ^ 

The  western  boundary  of  this  roadless  area  adjoins  with  the  Corner  5jv  r^^.\J. 
svstem  and  harvest  units.     This  area  was  heavilv  harvested   in  the  ear'iv 
1970' s. 

Corner  Bay  logging  camp   is   located  at  Corner  Bay  and   is  approximate  Iv  one 
mile  west  of  the  Trap  Bay  Roadless  Area.     This  camp  is  open  seasonallv  fron; 
March  until  November.     The  population  can  fluctuate  from  60   to   "0  people, 
during  the  working  period,    to  one  or  two  families  caretaking  th.e  camp  in 
the  winter.     This  camp   is  accessed  by  year-round  small  plan.e  charter 
service  and  by  boat. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Trap  Mountain   is  verv 
rugged  and  imposing.     The  area  to  the  north  of  the  mountain  is  a  lar^e 
cirque.     Fishermen  fishing  Chatham  Strait  use  Trap  Bay  as  an  overnight 
anchorage.     Trap  Mountain  was  special  to  the  Natives  because   thev  used  the 
clouds  around  the  top  of  the  mountain  to  see  which  way  the  wind  was  blowing 
on  Chatham  Strait. 

The  chances  of  seeing  bear  and  deer  in  this  area  are  verv  good. 
There  are  six  recreation  places,    totaling  5,772  acres. 
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Capability  of  ManagemenC  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Manageab  1 1  i  cy  :is 
wilderness   is  high.     The  coastline  along  Chatham  Strait  to  the  east  and 
Tenakee  Inlet   to   the  north  provide  eas ily- de fined  boundaries.     There  are 
strong  ridge  systems   to  the  south  and  west  that  separate   the  Kook  Lake  a:va 
Corner  Bay  road  systems   from  the  Trap  Bay  Roadless  Area.     Activities  on  cl^ 
southern  boundarv  (along  Kook  Lake)   detract  somewhat  from  the 
manageability,   as   the  boundary  is  defined  by  active  harvest  units. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     Little  human  modification  has  occurred  in  this 
area.     The   integrity  of  the  area  is  basically  intact;    the  only  intrusioi'S 
within  the  evaluation  unit  are  the  three  research  cabins. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  moderate  opportunity  for 
solitude  in  this  area  around  the  shorelines  because  of  the  constant 
activities  of  the  Corner  Bay  logging  camp  and  the  town  of  Tenakee  Springs. 
Boats  and  small  planes  use  this  area  regularly.     Because  of  lack  of  access 
and  use,   solitude  would  be  easier  to  find  further  into  the  center  of  this 
area. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:  Eighty- five  percent  of  the  are 
provides  the  opportunity  for  Semi- Primitive  Non-Motorized  recreation.  The 
balance   is   in  Semi - Prirai tive  Motorized  and  Roaded  Modified. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  *  380 

Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  13,635 
Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  2.974 

The  area  contains  six  recreation  places. 

ROS  CI^SS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

RM  2  380  56 

SPNM  2  3,974  :.0U 

SPM  2  1,418  2.3S: 

There  are  no  public  recreation  cabins   in  the  Trap  Bay  Roadless  .Area.  Tlu= 
character  of  the  landforras  provide  a  feeling  of  remoteness  awav  from  t'p.e 
shoreline.     The  Trap  Bay  Roadless  Area  is  readily  accessed  bv  boat  or  sii;:;  L 
plane . 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,  Cultural):  Trap 
Mountain  is  an  impressive  mountain  with  an  exposed  rock  top,  continuing 
into  different  types  of  alpine  vegetation  and  finally  in  to  a  heavy 
old-growth  forest  at  the  base.     These  features  of  exposed  rock,  different 
alpine  vegetation  types  and  heavy  timber  growth  are   found  all  along  the 
ridge   systems   in  this  area.     The  autumn  colors   in   the  alpine   zone  are 
spectacular  in  this  area. 
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c.  Availability   for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The   recreation  opportunities  at  SLtkoh  .ir. 
Kook  Lakes  are   to  be  emphasized  in  accordance  with  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan,   as  Amended  1985-86.     There  will  be  a  trail 
constructed  in  the  Kook  Lake  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     There  are  no   fisheries   enhancement  project:^ 
planned  for  this  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  is  pocenciai  for  Che   introduction  or 
mountain  goats   in  the  Trap  Bay  Mountain  area  and  on  the  adjoining 
ridge  systems. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  10,074  acres   inventoried  as 
tenCaCivelv  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes   1,815  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  7,380  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.  The 
area  is   located  within  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  Long-term  Concracz 
.Area.     The  pocenciai  for  managing  cimber  in  this  roadless  area  is 
high.     While  there   is  much  of  the  area  that   is  not  suitable   for  tinibe 
management,    the  evaluation  area  is  roaded  on  two  sides  and  does  have 
reasonable  potential  for  future  road  development.     Large  areas  of 
mature/overmature  timber  that  meet  operabilitv  criteria,   coupled  wirSi 
accessibility  from  existing  road  systems,   make   timber  harvest  a  vLibl 
propos  i  t ion . 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     The  current  special  use  permits  will 
probably  continue.     The  potential  for  more  outfitters  and  guides  'asi;-. 
the  area  more  frequently  is  probable  with  the   increase  of  need. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  potential  for  mineral  development   is  low. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:  The  viability  of  timber  management  in  the  unit  ip.c s^^ 
the  potential   for  harvest  activities. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
.Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(d)  Land  Status:  There  are  no  non- Federal  lands  or  withdrawals,  p.or 
or  there  any  encumbrances  or  use  restrictions. 

d.  Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:  Other  roadless  aro.i s 
in  the  immediate  area  include  the  Pav  lo  f /' Eas  t  "  Po  l  n  t  (^located  to  ch^^  uov:-;-, 
across  Tenakee  Inlet),  and  the  Chichagof  i,  to  the  south  and  westV  Otlioi.'::; 
in  the  general  area  are  Point  Craven,  Came  Creek,  North  Baranof,  .;nd  S-il: 
Lake  Bay. 
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Admiralty  Island  National  Monument  Wilderness   is   to  the  east  across  Chatli 
Strait   (approximately  six  miles  away).     The  West  Chichago f - Yakob i 
Wilderness   is  located  across  Chichagof  Island,   approximately  48  miles  awa 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  l Pop .  23,729)  ^2  65 

Tenakee  Spr  (Pop.  95^  7  7 

Angoon  (Pop.  639)  22  22 

Hoonah  (Pop.  960)  28  54 

Sitka  (Pop.  3,041)  47  90 

Tenakee  Springs  is  the  closest  town  that  is  on  the  regularly- scheduled 
route  of  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  system.     Other  terminals  are  located  a 
Hoonah  and  Angoon.     Commercial  airline  service  is  available  at  Sitka  and 
Juneau . 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  Trap  Bay  Roadless  Area  includes   the  Trap 
Bay  Moratorium  Area  as  proposed  for  study  as  a  wilderness  area  as 
described  in  Senate  Bill  S  341   ("Wirth  Bill"),   and  as  proposed  for 
wilderness  in  House  Bill  HR  987   (."Mrazek  Bill"). 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Much  of  the  use  within  the  unit  is 
associated  with  the  Tenakee  Springs  and  Corner  Bav  togging  camp 
populations.     There   is  boat  use  to  Trap  Bay  from  the  surrounding 
towns,   and  transit  fishermen  fishing  on  Chatham  Strait. 

(c)  Concerns  of  Local  Residents:     The  local  issues   include  the 
continuing  roading  and  harvesting  of  the   timber  lands,    the  effects  o 
logging  on  fisheries  and  wildlife  habitat,  maintaining  the  visual 
quality  of  high- interest  areas,   maintaining  lifestyles,    location  of 
log  transfer  facilities,    the  distribution  of  harvest  volume  classes, 
and  the  tradeoffs  between  environmental  protection  measures  and  tl^.e 
economics  of  the  harvest  activities. 

Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N/\ME:     Point  Craven  Ol-*)  ACRES   (GROSS):     11,847  ACRES   (NFS):  IL 


GEOZONE;  COS 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:  Norchern  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  21 


a.  Descripcion 

(1)     RelaCionship   Co  RARE  II  areas:     The   cable  below  displays   che  VC'C  I/' 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  commencs .     This  enables 
che  reader  co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaluaced  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Racing  CoamienCs 

Sickoh  Bay  243C*  0  LUD  4 

Sitkoh  Lake  244C*  0  LUD  4 

False  Island  245C*  0  LUD  4 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  chis  VCU. 

(2)  HisCory:  Ic  is  believed  chac  Soucheasc  Alaska  was  seeded  r.bouc 
10,000  Co  11,000  years  ago.  There  are  human  occupancy  sices  seven  iiiiK^s 
che  souch  of  che  evaluacion  area  chaC  dace  Co  more  Chan  9^000  years  betfo 
presenc  i,SP).  The  oldesc  known  siCe  within  the  Point  Craven  Roadless  Ai" 
dates  to  approximately  3,000  BP.  This  date  may  be  pushed  back  bv  f'utnL'e 
field  inves cigacions .  The  area  was  apparencly  used  by  Native  peoples  :l' 
che  Sicka,  Hoonah,  and  .Angoon  areas.  A  perraanenc  village  was  located  .it 
Poinc  Craven,  wich  seasonal  sices  locaced  in  Sickoh  Bay  and  on  the  coast 
Tlingics  fleeing  Sicka  afcer  che  1304  baccle,  recreated  to  the  Point  Ci'a 
area,   where  a  community  of  up  to  1,000  people  was  escablished. 

Early  European  encries  were   cied  to  hunting  and  exploration.      Lt  .  Lisi.n'. 
of  che  Russian  Navy  mapped  che  Peril  ScraiC  area  in  1S05  .      Pen!  StiMir 
important  then,   as  now,    for  access   Co  che   inland  wacerwavs  which  puo\-Lv.ie 
protected  north-south  water  travel,   as  well  as  access   to   the  iiiland 
islands.     The  primary  activities  have  remained  fishing,   hunting,  .;nd 
furgachering .     Fish  canneries  and  craps  were   imporcanc  in  whole  area  in 
early  20ch  Cencury,   generally  replacing  furgachering  as   furs  became  both 
more  scarce  and  less  of  an  economic  factor.     .A  cannery  was   located  withi 
che  evaluacion  area  on  Sickoh  Bay. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  cho 
foresC  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tonf,ass  I. and 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (W/\RS)   was    the  nationwide   svstom  u.s^-d 
race   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas    Ln  the  Roadless  Are.i 
Review  and  Evaluation   (R(\RE  II). 
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Recent  activities   include  logging  and  road  construction  in  the  Sitkop.  B.iv, 
Peril  Strait,   and  Sitkoh  Creek  areas.     Sitkoh  Bay  and  Sitkoh  Creek  are 
heavily  used  by  sport  and  subsistence   fishers.     Two  sawmill  sites  are 
located  outside   the  roadless   to   the  north  and  east  on  Sitkoli  Bav. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Point  Craven  Roadless  Evaluation  .Area  is 
located  on  Chichagof  Island,   north  of  Peril  Strait,   south  of  Sitkoh  Creok 
and  west  of  Sitkoh  Bav.     The  community  of  Hoonah  is  approximate  Iv  r.'.il.j.s 
to  the  north  and  the  city  of  Sitka  is  about  32  miles   to  the  south. 

is  by  boat  or  floatplane.     There  are   roads   in  exclusion  areas  alor.g  r':-.. 
coast   in  Sitkoh  Bay  and  Peril  Strait  that  provide  foot  or  vehicle  acco.s.s 
the  associated  river  valleys.     .All- terrain  vehicles   (ATVi   use   c'p.ese  :'^vu-..v 
as  well  as  some  off -road  vehicles. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  topography  is  typical  of  most  of  the 
island  areas.     It  is  characterized  by  narrow  river  valleys,   surrounded  bv 
mountains.     Terrain  relief  ranges  from  sea  level  to  more  than  2,600  feet  in 
elevation  at  the  southeast  corner  of  VCU  244.     The  mountains  are  steep  and 
highly  dissected  by  screams.     Terrain  features  are  such  that  stream  runs 
are  relatively  short,   with  a  high  gradient.     Because  of  this,   broad  river 
valleys  have  not  developed.     The  one  exception  is  Sitkoh  Creek  and  the 
lower  reaches  of  its  tributaries  on  the  northern  boundary  of  the  evaluation 
area.     There  are  several  small  lakes  scattered  about  the  area,  generally 
above  the   1,000  foot  elevation.     While  there  are  no  large   lakes  within  zh^ 
roadless  area,   Sitkoh  Lake   lies   to  the  north,    immediatelv  outside   the  Poitit 
Craven  Roadless  Area. 

Other  terrain  features  are  220  acres  of  alpine   tundra,   and  20  acres  of 
freshwater  lakes. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  North.ern 
Interior  Islands  geographic  province.     This  province  is  charac te r ited 
by  a  colder  climate  and  steeper,   more  rugged  terrain  than  either  the 
Northern  Outer  Islands  or  the  Central  Interior  Islands  provinces.  It 
is  protected  from  the  full   force  of  outer  coastal  storms.  The 
roadless  area  is  typical  of  the  province. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Dense  western  hemlock  -  S  i  tka  spruce   forests  donunar^^ 
the  overstory,  with  an  understory  of  shrubs  such  as  red  huckleberrv. 
rusty  mensiesia,   and  devil's  club,   and  a  forest  floor   is  covered  '.v'..::-! 
a  mat  of  mosses,    liverworts,   and  plants  such  as  deerheart.  bunchberry 
dogwood,   single  delight,   and  skunk  cabbage.     Strearaside  riparian 
vegetation  is  characterized  by  salmonberry,   devil's  club,  alder, 
grasses,   ferns,   and  currants. 

Muskegs,   dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,   sedges,   and  shrubs  of  the  !',o,itl-. 
family,   are   interspersed  among  low  elevation  timber  stands  where 
drainage   is  restricted.     Trees  are  sparse  and  consist  mainlv  of 
stunted  hemlock,    lodgepoLe  pine,    and  A laska - c eda r . 
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Ac  elevacions  above  about  2,000  feet,    the  plant  coiniiiunities  are 
characterized  bv  low  shrubs,   grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  forests 
and  meadows  occur  at   the   interface  between   the   forested  coiiiiiKin  L  t  le  s 
and  the  alpine  tundra. 

There  are   approximately  10,637   acres  of  forested   lands,    of  wb.ici-,  . 
acres  are  classified  as  commercial   forest  land  (,CFL~).     Tlierc  .ire  ^5-'' 
acres  classified  as   riparian  old  growth  and  o,~37  acres  as  v.or. 
riparian  old  growth.     Approximate Iv  120  acres  -are  alpine  tundra 
vegetation,   and  400  acres  are  classed  as  muskeg.     I^luskog  is 
interspersed  within  other  tvpes   in  units   too  small   to  iTiap  .     There  :or 
the  acreage   for  muskeg  may  be  substantially  understated. 

(c)  Soils:     Glacial  activity,   combined  with  a  basically  sedimentary 
bedrock,   are  primary  factors  in  soil  development  in  the  evaluation 
area.     Other  factors  are  high  rainfall,   cool  summer  temperatures  and 
short  growing  season.     Because  of  rainfall,   many  soils  are  highlv 
leached.     Dense  vegetative  growth,   combined  with  a  slow  breakdown  of 
organic  matter  leaves  a  thick  duff  layer  on  most  of  the  subalpine 
soils . 

The  soils  are  highly  variable  and  range  from  exposed  bedrock  and  vet 
shallow,   poorly  developed  soils   in  the  higher  elevations   to  fluvial 
and  colluvial  deposits   in  the  river  bottoms.     There  are   large  areas 
deep  supersaturated  or  inundated  organic  soils   (muskeg)   over  much  of 
the  area,   particularly  at  elevations  above  1,000   feet.     The  steeper 
slopes  are  generally  well  drained,   shallow,   moderatelv  producti\-e 
soils.     The  stream  bottoms  are  generallv  better  soils,   well   to  pooi''. 
drained  and  are  highlv  productive. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     There  are   four  Pacific  salmon   i^sockeve.  cot^.o. 
pink  and  chum)   valuable   for  commercial,    subsistence  and  sport  fislvl:''. 
that  spawn  and  rear  in  these  waters.     In  addition,    steelhead  troLit  i 
a  favored  sportfishing  species.     The  steelhead  run  in  Sitkoh  Creek  : 
one  of  the  few  in  Southeast  Alaska  and  is  considered  verv  valuable. 
Other  species   include  Dolly  Varden  char,   stickleback  and  smelt. 
Important  saltwater  fisheries   include  crab,   sablefish  and  rockf is'p.es 

Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the  Tongass  Land  .M.m.-.goiiio:^, 
Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Came  ^ADF.\C' 
their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (  1983).     These   ratip.gs  descri' 
the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish  and  estuaries.  7' 
VCU's,   Sitkoh  Bay  (243C)   and  Sitkoh  Lake   (244)   are  highly  rated  for 
commercial  and  sport  fisheries  values. 

There  are  two  VCU's  containing  highly  valued  estuaries.     These  are 
Sickoh  Bay  (243)   and  False  Island  (245). 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Wildlife   is  high  both   in  numbers  and  species 
diversity.     They  include  brown  bear,   Sitka  black-tailed  deer,  pine 
marten,   mink, -and  land  otter,   as  well  as  smaller  mammals  and  several 
amphibians.     There  are   few  resident  bird  species;   however,    the  area  i 
used  by  raanv  migratory  species.      Eagles  are  common   in  the  coastal 
zone.     Sport  and  subsistence  deer  hunting  is  very   important   in  r!:i,- 
area . 

The  entire  area  (11,33^  acres')   has  been  identified  as  habitat   for  ti^.e 
management   indicator  species  ot  Sitka  black-tailed  deer,   brown  i^vo.r. 
pine  marten  and  red  squirrel. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     There  are  no  known  threace.'.e 
or  endangered  plane  or  animal  species  within  the  roadless  area.  The 
area  may  receive  some  migratory  use  by  the  peregrine   falcon.     The  bal 
eagle,   a  protected  species,   uses  the  area  for  nesting  and  rearing. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  entire  area  (.three  VCU's,  11.S37 
acres)   is  allocated  as  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)  4  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan  (1979).     This  allocation  provides  for  intensive  resource 
management  and  development,   consistent  with  provisions   to  protect  physical 
and  biological  productivity. 

Forest  Service  management  activities  within  the  roadless  evaluation  area 
have  been  limited  to  permit  administration.     A  Forest  Service  recreation 
cabin  is  located  at  Sitkoh  Lake,   just  to  the  northwest  of  the  roadless 
area.  .  Timber  harvest  and  road  construction  along  the  coastline   in  Sitkoii 
Bay  have  been  excluded  from  the  roadless  area.     Other  logging  activities 
have  occurred  to  the  south  and  1?est  on  the  majority  of  the  evaluation  up.  l  t 
boundary.     The  entire  evaluation  area   is  within  Management  .Area  o  oc  z'.^.c 
Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  (APC)   Long-term  Timber  Sale  Contract  area:  h.owe\'er 
no  activities  outside  of  those  mentioned  have  occurred  or  are  currentLv 
planned.     There  are  no  special  use  permits  specific   to   the  roadless  are.;: 
however,   the  area  is  used  by  outfitters  and  guides  for  sport  tishing  an.d 
hunting  activities. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     Other  than  the  areas  adjacent  to 
timber  harvest  activities   (much  of  the  boundary),    the  Point  Craven 
evaluation  area  appears  natural  and  unmodified.     The  boundaries  adjacei-.t  r 
timber  harvest  units  and  roads   (about  60  percent  of  the  boundarv)  appear 
highly  modified.     There   is  some  minor  development  along  the  coastlip.e: 
these  are  unobtrusive  and  do  not  generally  detract  from  the  naturalness. 
There  are  no  other  readily  apparent  signs  of  human  activities. 

The  visual  character  type  is  the  Admiralty-Chichagof .     Landforms  are 
generally  rounded,    low  mountains.     Rocky  shorelines,    interspersed  with 
gravel  beaches,   are  found  along  Sitkoh  Bay  and  Peril  Straits.     Streams  are 
short  and  swift,    flowing  directly  to  saltwater.     The  exception  is  Sitkoh 
Creek.     Small  bays  and  estuaries  are  present  and  show  a  range  ot  visual 
characteristics.      Lower  slopes  are  denselv  vegetated  and  are  interspersed 
with  muskeg  and  small   lakes.      Upper  slopes  appear  bare   Croni  a  dist.iP.oo.  !n; 
often  contain  muskeg,    alpine   tundra  vegetation  and  scattered   tree  oo\-or. 
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The  evaluacion  area  is   invencoried  as   SI  percenC  Variecy  Class   B  i,Coiiunon) 
and  19  percenc  Varietv  Class  C   (.Minimal").     The  majoricy  of  che  area  (,"1 
percenc)    is   inventoried  as  an  Existing  Visual  Condicion   ^EVC)    I,  wliich 
appears  untouched  bv  human  activitv.     Twenty- four  percent   is   inventoried  as 
an  EVC  V,    in  which  changes   to  the   landscape  are  obvious   to   the  average 
visitor.     Three  percent  are   in  an  EVC  IV,   or  areas   in  which  changes   in  th.e 
landscape  are  easily  noticed  bv   the  average  visitor,    and  may  attract  soiiio 
attention.      The  balance  of   the  area     2  percent)    is   in  EVC  VI,    areas  where 
changes   in  the   landscape  are   in  glaring  contrast  to   the  natural  landscape. 

1,8)     Surroundings   (External   Influences):     There  are   two  small  privately 
owned  traces  within,   but  excluded  from,    the  roadless  area.     These  are 
locaCed  on  Sitkoh  Bay  ac  Chatham  and  jusC  northwest  of  Chatham.  Peril 
Strait  is  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  route  connecting  Sitka  with  the   rest  of 
Southeast  Alaska.     During  the  summer  months  there  are  approximately  ten 
weekly  ferry  passages  that  pass   the  evaluacion  area.       This  strait   is  also 
used  by  cruiseships  and  tourboats .     The  Strait  is   the  major  connecting 
corridor  between  the  west  side  of  Baranof  and  Chichagof  Islands  and  the 
inland  waterways.     Therefore,    it  is  popular  with  sport  and  commerciaL 
fishing  boats,   as  well  as  supporting  barge  traffic.     Sitkoh  Bay  gets 
pleasure  and  commercial   fishing  craft  use. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Although  the  wildlife 
and  natural  beauty  of  the  area  are  attractions,    there   is   little  to 
distinguish  the  Point  Craven  Roadless  Area  from  many  other  areas.  Basic 
attractions  are  the  opportunity  to  "get  away  from  it  all"  (solitude), 
sportfishing  and  hunting.   There  are  no  Forest  Service  recreation 
facilities,   such  as  cabins,   nor  are  there  anv  deve  loped/ maintained  ti\;ils. 
Access   incidental  to  use  of  the  Sitkoh  Lake  Recreation  Cabin   (adj.icer;t  to 
the  northwestern  corner  of  the  roadless  area)   and  Sitkoh  Lake   itself  -.w.w 
occur.     Of  special  interest  may  be   the  diverse  cultural  resource  sites  in 
the  general  ■^rea ;   however,    there  are  no  interpretative  or  information 
programs  at  present. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Candition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Manageab i I i tv  as 
wilderness   is  moderate.     The  boundaries  are  defined  bv  tlie  coastline  an.d 
Sitkoh  Creek  to  the  north,    logging  areas  on  the  east.    Peril  Strait  and 
logging  areas   to  the  south  and  a  major  ridge  line   to  the  west.      Effects  of 
current  activities  are  minimal  because  these  activities  are   trans itorv  m 
nature.     Past  activities  may  detract  from  the  majority  of  the  boundarv  of 
the  roadless  area;   however,    they  may  provide  better  access,   via  an  existi;'.^: 
road  system,    into  the   interior  of  the  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  evaluation  area  is  unmodified  except   for  iiiip.or 
activities,   such  as  tent  frames,   and  for  early  cabin  and  campsites, 
including  those  where  Native  activity  occurred.     Most  of  the  earlv  sites 
have  now  deteriorated  and  grown  over,   making  them  apparent  onlv  with  close 
examination.      Existing  cabins/camps  are   fairly  unobtrusive  and  infL-equonc. 
and  do  not  detract  from  the  natural   integrity  of  the   total  area. 
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(3)  OpportuniCy  for  Solitude:     The  opportunicy  for  solitude   is  high.  Oi; 
away  from  the  coastal  areas,    the  rugged  terrain  provides   for  protection 
from  surrounding  activities.     High  altitude  overflights  by  commercial 
airliners   (| approximately  six  per  day)   and  occasional  small  aircraft  fligh 
mav  provide  some  distraction. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
sem i - p rim i tive  non-motorized  opportunities. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Rural   v?^^  20 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  760 

Serai -Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  10,517 

Semi-Priraicive  Motorized  (SPM)  480 

The  area  contains  3  recreation  places,    totaling  1,757  acres.     A  Forest 
Service  recreation  cabin  is  located  at  Sitkoh  Lake,   just  outside  the 
northwestern  corner  of  the  evaluation  area. 

ROS  CLASS  )*  OF  REC.    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

RM  2  320  4,623 

SPNM  1  1.437  3.380 

(5)  Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  .ALri-.oi.; 
a  high  probability  for  numerous  cultural  resource  sites  exists,  Little 
study  has  been  done.     There  are   five  known  or  suspected  (unconf irmed^i 
sites,   dating  back  about  3.000  years.     Future  survevs  mav   Cind  sites 
contemporary  with  older  sites   in  the  general  area  and  mav  add  subs  tar.t  i.,;  L 
to  knowledge  of  pre-European  culture.     Most  known  sites  are   Located   ii\  zl\ 
coastal  zone.     Further  fieLd  investigation  may  reveai  an  opportunitv  to 
to  the  pool  of  scientific  or  ecological  knowledge  for  other  resources; 
however,   current  indications  are  that  there  is  nothing  unique  about  tli^^ 
area . 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  tJnroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     The  potential  exists  to  enhance  primitiv 
and/or  semi - primi tive  recreation  opportunities.     However,  the 
opportunity  for  development  of  anything  other  than  a  trail  system 
seems   to  be  low.     The  presence  of  the  Sitkoh  Lake  cabin,   and  the 
absence  of  any  distinguishing  features,  would  limit  management  needs 
for  development  in  the  area.     There  are  opportunities  for 
interpretative  activities  associated  with  the  cultural  and  histoL-ic; 
sites . 

The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   as  amended  in  L935-S6   vTLMPV  does 
not  identify  recreation  facilities  development   for  the  t^va  Lu.ic  ion 
area.  ' 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:  No  habitac  Lmprovemenc  projeccs  are  idencified  l;i 
Che  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   Amended  Wincer  1985-86. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  as  amended, 
does  noc   idencify  anv  habicac   improvement  projects. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  4,095  acres   inventoried  as 
tentativelv  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes   340  acres  on   ripa  v  i.;:; 
old  growth  and  3,675  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.     The  area  is 
located  within  the  APC  Long-term  Timber  Sale  contract  area.  Th.o 
potential   for  managing  timber   in  this   roadless  area   is  high.  T'r.e 
evaluation  area   is   roaded  on   three   sides  and  has   a  reasonable 
pocencial  for  future  road  development.     Large  areas  of 
macure-overmacure  timber  that  meet  operabilicy  criteria,   coupled  with 
accessibility  from  existing  road  systems,   make   timber  harvest  a  viable 
proposition. 

(e)  Land  Use  AuChorizacions :     No  special  use  permits  have  been  issued 
for  use  of  the  evaluation  area.     However,    the  area   is  commonlv  used 
outfitter/guides.     There   is  one  structure,    located  on  private   Land  on 
Sitktoh  Bay,    that  is  partially  on  the  National  Forest.      Probable  future 
permits  would  be  for  subsistence  or  recreational  facilities  or  for 
outfitter/guide  services.     Potential   is  high  for  a  significant 
increase  in  permits   for  outfitter/guides   in  the  Sitkoh  Creek  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  development  potential  for  locatable  minerals  is 
estimated  to  be  low  or  non-existent  on  the  entire  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific   Interest:     There  are  no   inventoried  po  to-.',  r 
Research  Natural  Areas  within  the  evaluation  unit. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)     Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  historv. 


(b)  Insects  and  Disease:      Endemic   tree  diseases  common   to  Sou; 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurre:'.cos  . 

(c)  Land  Status:     There  are  no  patented  private   lands   in  the   LWid.  U 
area.     There  are   two  parcels  of  private   land  located  within  the 
boundaries,   but  are  excluded  from  the  roadless  area.     There  are  two 
unconveyed  Native  allotments  on  Sitkoh  Bay.     There  are  no  other 
non-Federal  lands  or  withdrawals. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  West  Chichacof- 
Yakobi  Wilderness   is   located  approximately  45  miles   to   the  west,  with 
Admiralty  Island  National  Monument  Wilderness   located   15  miles  awav  .  .icr^ 
Chatham  Strait.     Adjacent  roadless  evaluation  areas  are   the  Ch.i  rb.am ,  -31'. 
(to   the  north,    and  separated  bv  timber  harvest  units   and   roads^   aiui  NoiTi 
Baranof  =330   (across  Peril  Strait  to  the  south).     Others   in  tho   r.ei^.^  r.;  L 
area  are  Trap  Bav,    =312;    North  Krutof.    =3  20;   Hoonah  Sound.    =328  • a;-.d.  S  1  r  1- 
Urban,  =331. 
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(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Coaununity 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau 
Hoonah 
S  itka 


( Pop 
( Pop 
( Pop 


23  ,  729) 
960) 
S ,041) 


60 
50 
30 


95 
70 
65 


The  closest  Alaska  Marine  ilighwav  terminals  are  at  Angoon,  Tenakee  Spriiigs. 
Hoonah,    and  Sitka.      Commercial  airline  service   is   available    in  Sicka, 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  MoraCorium  areas:     The  Point  Craven  Roadless  Evaluation  Area  is 
not  in  a  moracorium  area,   nor  is  it  proposed  for  wilderness   in  currenc 
legislative  initiatives. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     The  nearest  communities  are  Tenakee 
Springs   (population  156).   about  25  water  miles  to  the  north  and  Angooti 
(population  635)   12  miles   to  the  east.     Sitkoh  Bay  is   the  primary  sire 
for  use   in  the  general  area.     Heaviest  subsistence  use   is   indicaced  ro 
be  from  Angoon.     .Activities  are  primarily  subsistence  hunting  and 
fishing;    there   is  some  sport  fishing,   particularly  for  steeLhead 
trout.     These  activities  do  not  necessarily  take  place   in  che  roadless 
area . 

(c)  Concerns  of  local  residents:     There  has  been  strong  concern 
expressed  about  the  ability  to  maintain  subsistence  use   in  the  Si"koh 
Bay  area.     This  concern  is   tied  to  a  desire   Co  restrict  timber  liau^'ObC 
around  Sitkoh  Bay  and  Che  adjacent  outside  coastline. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  ARE^\  DESCRIPTION 


N^VIE:     Peine  Augusca  ^317)  ACRES   (GROSS):     19,479  ACRES   (NFS):  L':\-* 

GEOZONE:     CO  3 

CEOGR^\PHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Interior  Islands 
I9S9  WILDEILNESS  ATTRIBUTE  R.\TING:  33 


a.  Descripcion 

(1)  Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  cable  below  displays   che  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  commencs .     This  enables 
che  reader  Co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaluaCed  in  Appendix  C  wich 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Racing  CommenCs 

Suncaheen  Creek  209*  22 

False  Bay  210*  21 

Poinc  Augusca  211  19 

"*^--The  roadless  area  includes  only  pare  of  chis  VCU. 

(2)  History:       Prehiscoric  sices   like  Ground  Hog  Bay  on  che  Chilkac 
Peninsula  and  Hidden  Falls  on  Saranof  Island  indicace   chac  chis  are.;  ot 
Soucheasc  Alaska  was  occupied  bv  humans  over  9,000  years  ago.      The  PoL'.-'.t 
.Augusca  Roadless  .Area  is  locaced  approximace ly  13  miles  souch  oc   ciie  Gl\h 
Hog  Bay  and  60  miles  norch  of  che  Hidden  Fails.     .All   chree  of  these  .-.I'o.ii 
are  locaced  on  Icy  and  Chacham  ScraiCs.      Ic  is  probable   chaC   che  are.i  th.. 
is  now  a  roadless  area  was  used  by  Chese  prehisCoric  peoples. 

-AC  che  Cime  of  Euroamerican  concacc,    che  Hoonah  and  Angoon  Tlingit  used 
chis  area  of  Chichagof  Island.     Villages  and  sices   for  seasonal  hunting, 
fishing  and  colleccing  accivicies  were  locaced  chroughouc.      Poinc  August.: 
was  named  afcer  che  King  of  England's  daughcer  in  1794  by  Capcain 
Vancouver . 


Foresc  archaeo logis cs  have   idencified  a  burial  sice   in  VCU  310. 

(3)     Locacion  and  Access:     The  Poinc  Augusca  Roadless  .Area  is   located  on 
Che  norcheascern  coasc  of  Chichagof  Island.     WhiCescone  Harbor  is  adjacent 
CO  ics  norchwescern  corner.     Icy  and  Chacham  Scraics  are  co  che  norch  and 
che  ease  respec cive ly .     False  Bay  and  che  Hoonah  road  syscem  border  to  th,^? 
souCh  and  wesc. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unic)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  iDake  up  the 
foresC  and  were  di  f  ferenciaced  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tonp.nss  l..uul 
ManagemenC  Plan. 

2/     Wilde  mess  ACCribuCc  Racing  SysCcm   (WARS)   was   the  svsCoin  usotl   Co   r.ito  ^\\c 
wildeme  ss  acCribuCcs  of  roadless  areas   in  che  Rcadloss  .Xroa  Kovii."w  ,iiul 
Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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Hoonah,    che  communicy  associated  with  this  roadless  area,   has  regularlv 
scheduled  small  plane  and  Alaska  Marine  Highway  ferry  service. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  Point  Augusta  Roadless  Area  has  rounded 
mountains  and  long  flowing  streams.     There  are  14  miles  of  shoreline  on 
saltwater,   with  320  acres  of  beach  and  320  acres  of  alpine   tundra.  There 
are  no  large  lakes  are   located  here. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The   Point  .Augusta  Roadless  Area   is   classified  in 
the  Northern   Interior   Island  geographic  province.      Unlike   the  outer 
coast,    the  coastline  is  protected  from  full  force  of  storms.  These 
islands  have  a  colder  climate,   a  highly  dissected  topography  and  an 
extensive  alpine  environraenc  with  productive  forested  areas  which  are 
highly  fragmented  and  usually  concentrated  on  oversteepened  slopes  and 
on  valley  bottoms. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Western  hemlock- S itka  spruce   forests  dominate  the 
overstory  of  this  area.     There  are  approximately  13,039  acres  of 
forested  land  of  which  14,359  acres  are  commercial  forest  land.  Of 
the  commercial  forest  land,    11,359  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growtli 
and  340  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

The  understory  is  composed  of  shrubs  such  as  red  huckleberrv,  rustv 
menziesia,   and  devil's  club.     The   forest  floor  is  covered  witli  j  iiu;  t 
.  of  -mosses,    liverworts,   deerheart,   bunchberry .  dogwood ,   single  deliglit. 
and  skunk  cabbage.     Streamside  riparian  vegetation  is  characterized  bv 
salmonberrv,   devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 

There  are  640  acres  of  muskeg  in  the  Point  Augusta  Roadless  Area. 
They  are  dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,   sedges,   and  shrubs  of  t!ie  p.eacl-i 
family  and  are   interspersed  among  low  elevation  timber  stands  wliere 
drainage   is  restricted.     Trees  are  sparse  and  consist  mainly  of 
stunted  hemlock,    lodgepole  pine,   and  Alaska-cedar. 

The   tide  flats  generally  support  sea  milkwort,   glasswort,   and  al£,.!e. 
Lower  beach  meadows  are  composed  of  beach  ryegrass,    reed  bent  grass, 
hairgrass ,   fescue  grass,  beach  lovage ,   goose  tongue,   and  sedges. 
Upper  beach  meadow  plants   include  yarrow,   bedstraw,   starwort,  ferp.s. 
western  columbine,   cow  parsnip,  Oregon  crabapple,   alder,   devil's  cUib 
and  blueberry. 

At  elevations  generally  above  2,000  feet,    the  plant  communities  are 
characterized  by  low  shrubs,   grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  forests 
and  meadows  occur  at  the  interface  between  the  forested  communities 
and  the  alpine  tundra. 

(c)  Soils:     In  the  Point  Augusta  Roadless  Area,    the  development  o  tf 
soils   is   influenced  bv  high  levels  of  rainfall,   cool  summer 
temperatures,    a  short  growing  season  and  inoderatelv   low  soil 
temperatures.     Under  such  conditions,   organic  matter  decomposes  slewLv 
and  tends   to  accumulate   in  areas  where   it   is  being  producei-i  or 

depos  i  ted . 
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Shallow  soils  wirh  good  drainage   in   chis   roadless  area  develop  on  . 
steeper  slopes  due   Co   rapid  loss  of  material  by  erosion  and  etfioienc 
rainwater  runoff.     Deep,   well  drained  soils  occur  below  shallow  soils 
on  gentler  slopes  where   transported  soil  materials  have  collected. 

Poorlv  drained  soils  are  associated  with  low  relief  and  impermeable 
subsurface   lavers.      In  locations  with  poor  drainage,   deep  organic 
soils   v^uskegs"*    tend  to   form.     This  situation  occurs  where   thie  soil 
material   fails   to  provide   sufficient   internal  drainage  or  wtiore 
topographv  prevents   external  drainage.      Drainage    improves  wi:;;-. 
increased  slope   gradient;   however,    as   slopes  become  ove  rs  teeper.ed  . 
soil  depths  become  much  shallower.      In  riparian  areas,   soil  tones  ter.d 
to  contain  sand  and  gravels  as  a  result  of  floods  depositing  tiiem. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (19S3).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  spore  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  es tuar ies . 

False  Bay  (VCU  210)   is  the  only  VCU  raced  as  high  value   for  commercial 
fish.     None  of  the  VCU's   in  the  Point  Augusta  Roadless  Area  are  lated 
as  high  value  for  spore  fish  or  estuaries. 

lyouktug  Creek  is  an  anadromous  stream  for  pink  and  chum  salmon.  Tl\e 
headwater  tributary  channels  for  this  large  f ish- produc ing  stream  are 
found  here.  Resident  Dolly  Varden  and  anadromous  trout  and  char  have 
a  minor  occurrence. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Critical  deer  winter  habitat  exists   in  tl'.is 
roadless  area.     Bald  Eagle  nesting  and  roosting  trees  are  locateJ. 
along  the  shoreline  and  into  the  major  drainages. 

(f)  ThreaCened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
resident  threatened  or  endangered  species,.      Peale's  peregrin.e  falcon 
which  is  on  the   threatened  list,   passes   through  the   forests  during,  r:-,e 
spring  and  fall  migration  flights. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management::     VCU's  209-211   (,9,:'98  acres')  were 
designated  as  a  LUD  4  in  TLMP  in  1979.     These   lands  will  be  managed   for  a 
variety  of  uses.     Opportunities  will  be  provided  for  intensive  resource  i.iso 
and  development  where  emphasis   is  primarily  on  commodity  or  market 
resources.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential  timber  yield  have  been  aiaJe 
to  provide  for  protection  of  physical  and  biological  produc t iv i tv . 

Anchorages  have  been  identified   in  Whitestone  Harbor  and  False   Bav.  The 
recreation  activities   include  big  game  hunting,   hiking,   cross -countrv 
skiing,   dispersed  camping,   sal twater - shore  fishing,   beachcombing,  viewing 
wildlife/fish  and  kayaking. 

There  are  a  number  of  outfitter  and  guides  under  special  use  perr.iir  o;'.  :;u- 
Chatham  Area  that  use   the  area.     There   is  also  a  special  use   pormit  for 
lighthouse  reserve  within  the  roadless  area. 
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(7)     Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  visual  character   tvpe  on  this 
roadless  area  is  Admiral tv - Ch ichago f .     The  coastline,   unlike   the  .outer 
coast,    is  protected  from  full  force  of  storms.     Therefore,    these  islands 
have  a  colder  climate,   a  more   rugged  topography  and  a  distinctive  fauna. 
.Mountains  elevations  varv  from  1,300-2,400  feet. 

Rocky  shorelines   are   interspersed  with  small  gravel  beaches   and   the  stream 
are  quite   large  and  long.     There  are  some  saltwater  bavs  and  estuaries  in 
this  area  and  they  exhibit  much  variety. 

The  lower  slopes  are  denselv  forested  and  exhibit  a  comb  inatron  of  nRiske^ 
openings.     Brush  and  scattered  tree  cover  may  be  found  up   to  approxia'iate  Lv 
2,400  feet  in  elevation. 

One  percent  of  the  acreage  was  inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (Distinctive"), 
23  percent  was   in  Variety  Class  B  (Common)   and  71  percent  of  this  acreage 
was  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  C  (Minimal  Variety).     The  majority  O'O 
percent)   of  this  roadless  area  is   in  Existing  Visual  Condition  (,EVC)  I; 
these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity.     Approximately  1 
percent  of  the  acreage   is   in  EVC  II,    in  which  changes   in  the  landscape  are 
not  noticed  by  the  average  person  unless  pointed  out.     The  balance  of  the 
area,   or  9  percent,    is   in  EVC  V  where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  obvious 
to  the  average  person.     The  changes  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(3)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The   two  large  bodies  of  water. 
Icy  Strait  and  Lynn  Canal,   are  to  the  north  of  the  Point  Augusta  Roadless 
.Area.     Their  average  width  is-  ten  miles.     The  eastern  boundarv  is'  Chatham 
Strait  and  approximately  five  miles  across   the  water  is  Admiraltv  IsLu-.d 
National  Monument.     The  Hoonah  road  system  designates   the  southern  ap.d 
eastern  boundaries. 

The  northern  and  eastern  portion  of  the  Point  Augusta  Roadless  Area  is 
viewed  from  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  ferry  route  on  Chatham  and  Icy 
Straits.     The  flight  path  for  regularly  scheduled  small  plane  service  to 
Hoonah  is  over  this  area. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  northwest  co  L"-,-'.e  o 
the  Point  .Augusta  Roadless  Area  is  part  of  Whitestone  Harbor,   a  proteot^'d 
harbor,   used  regularly  for  day  and  overnight  use.     There   is  a  panoramic 
view  of  Icy  Strait,   Chatham  Strait  and  Lynn  Canal  from  Whitestone  Hauboc. 
The  Point  .Augusta  Roadless  area  contains   five   inventoried  recreation  placa 
which     contains  5,339  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  Point  .Augusta 
Roadless  Area  has  a  definable  northern  and  eastern  boundary,    lev  Strait  -uk 
Chatham  Strait.      False  Bay/Hoonah  roaded  area  is   the  barrier  to   the  sout'.i. 
The  Suntaheen  roaded  and  harvested  area,   approximately  two  to   four  miles 
wide,    is   to  the  west. 
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Poinc  Augusca  could  be  managed  as  a  wilderness  or  a  roadless  area  but  zhe 
areas  near  the  roads  and  harvesting  boundaries  would  have   c-o  be  moved  co 
the   top  of  the  nearest  ridge  svstem  for  solitude  and  visual   reasons.  As 
consequence,    the   roadless  area  would  become  much  smaller   in  size  with  t!ie 
r idge - de s igna t ed  boundaries. 

(2)     Natural   Integrity:     The   Point  Augusta  Roadless  Area  has  had  Little 
human  modification   to   the   land  base  and   is   natural  appearing. 

1^3)     Opportunity  for  Solitude:      Because  of   its   size,    th.e   ?oir.t  Ai;g'.'.  j  r 
Roadless  Area  offers  an  opportunitv  for  solitude.      It   is  approxi;;!.ite  Lv  fiv'o 
miles  square  with  Icy  Strait  and  Chatham  Strait  to   the  north  and  east.  T 
western  and  southern  borders  are  designated  by  the  roading  and  harvesting 
These  two  areas  would  be  disruptive  to  this  roadless  areas  solitude  durin 
timber  operations. 

(4)     Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  Point  Augusta  Roadless  Ar 
provides  primarily  an  opportunity  for  semi -primitive  non-motorized 
recreation . 

ROS  Class  Acres 


Primitive  I  (PI)  4,119 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  3,560 

Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  i^SPNM)  9.299 

Semi- Brimitive  Motorized  (SPM)  2,430 

The  area  contains   five  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS  *  OF  REC.    Pl^XCES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

RN  1  3,560  2.016 

SPNM  2  9,300  6.049 

SPM  2  2,480  6,157 

There  are  no  recreation  cabins   in  this  area.      People  access   this  roadless 
area  from  the  Hoonah/False  Bay  road  systems  and  bv  small  boats  usint: 
Whitestone  Harbor  and  False  Bay.     The  possibility  of  meeting  anotiier  .:roui 
of  people   is  likely  especially  around  the  saltwater  bav. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  None. 
Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 


(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)     Recreation  Potential:     In  the  original  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan  (TLMP) ,   written  in  1979,    there  was  a  proposal   to  build  an  alnin 
trail  system.     A  marine  park  is  programmed  for  the  Whitestone  H.irbor 
area  after  harvesting  has  been  completed  and   the   lo^   transfer   f.-,c  i  1  i  r 
closed. 


(b)  Fish  Resource;  TLMP  also  programmed  a  fish  passae.e  in  th,e  ul-.v 
portions  of  Suntaheen  Creek. 
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(c)  Wildlife.  Resource :     TL.MP  proposed  boxes   for  cavitv  nesters, 
riparian  cover  planting,   and  second- growth  timber  management  wildlif 
habitat   improvement   in  all  VCU's   if  the  area  was  harvested. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     The  emphasis   in   this   area  was   to  continue 
timber  harvest  and   related  access   road  construction   for   the  ATC 
Long-Term  timber  sale. 

There  are   11.259   acres   inventoried  as   tentatively  suitable  for 
harvest.      This    includes   -^10  acres  of   ripariaii  old  growti-i.    ap.d  S  .  ~  ■  ' 
acres  of  non- riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  AuC;hori::ations :  The  current  special  use  permits  will 
probably  continue.     An  increase   in  outfitter/guide  use   is  probable. 

(f)  Minerals:  The  1984  U.S.  Geological  Survey  did  not  identify  the 
Point  Augusta  Roadless  Area  as  having  mineral  development  potential. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     There  are  no  potential  or 
inventoried  Research  Natural  Areas   in  the  Point  Augusta  Roadless  .Are 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  the  Point  .Augusta 
Roadless  Area  is  high  because  the  whole  area  falls  into  the  APC 
Long-term  Timber  Sale  area.     The  existing  nearby  road  svstenis.  lo^ 
transfer  facility,    and  the   logging  camp  at  Hoonah  make   the  managenien 
timber  harvest  economical.  ^ 

(b)  Wildlife:     Wildlife  management  would  not  change  except   cor  rlio 
possibility  of  enhancement  projects. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southe.isr 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:  There  is  one  Native  land  selection  in  this  ro^idLi.^ 
area . 


d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     To   the  nortli  of  ti'.e 
Point  Augusta  Roadless  Area  are  Icy  Strait  and  Lynn  Canal.  Approximately 
ten  miles  across  Icy  Strait  is  the  Chilkat-West  Lynn  Canal  Roadless  Area 
(>*304)   on  the  Chilkat  Peninsula. 

Admiralty  Island  National  Monument  and  Wilderness   is  east  of  this  are.; 
approximately  five  miles  across  Chatham  Strait.     The  Freshwater  Bay 
Roadless  Area  (i*325)    is  south  of  the  Point  Augusta  area.     The   two  roadies 
areas  are   separated  by  the  Hoonah/ Suntaheen/ Fa  Ise   Bav   road  systems  wr,  ve':; 
are   1/2  mile   to   two  miles  wide. 
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whicescone  Roadless  Area  (-313)    is   Co  che  west  and  is  divided  from  che 
other  roadless  area  by  che  Haonah/Vhi ces Cone  Harbor  road  system  and 
harves  cing , 

(2)     Discance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility);  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Conmiuni  ty 

Air  Miles 

Water 

Juneau 

{ Pop  . 

2  3   ^  2  9 

24 

42 

Hoonah 

I  Pop  . 

10 

20 

Tenakee  Spr 

1.  Pop  . 

95) 

13 

23 

Gus  cavus 

(Pop. 

2  IS) 

35 

35 

Hoonah  is  Che  nearest  conimunicy  Co  chis  area  chaC  has  Alaska  Marine  Highway 
ferry  service.  People  accessing  chis  area  will  use  che  Hoonah  road  system 
or  a  privacely-owned  boac. 

(3)     Inceresc  by  ProponenCs: 

(a)  MoraCorium  areas:     This  area  has  noc  been  idencified  as  a 
proposed  moracorium  area  or  Wilderness   in  legislative   iniciatives  to 
dace . 

(b)  Local  users/residencs :     Mosc  use. of  che  Poinc  Augusca  Roadless 
.Area  is  associated  wich  Che  Hoonah  populacion.     There   is  boat  use  to 
Whicescone  Harbor  and  False  Bay  from  che  surrounding  Cowns . 

Oucf iccer/guide  use   in  chis  area  has ^een  idencified  as  well  as  the 
subsistence  use.      People  use   this  area  to  hunt  and  gather  such  toL'osr 
produces  as  roocs  and  berries. 

(c)  Concerns  of  local  residenCs:     The  local   issues  concerning  this 
area  are  continuing  harvesting  and  roading  of  the   timber   lands,  tiie 
effaces  on  fisheries  and  wildlife  habicac  caused  bv  logging, 
maincaining  the  visual  quality  of  high  inceresc  areas,  maincaining 
lifescyles,    locacion  of  log  transfer  facilities,    the  distribution  of 
harvest  volume  classes  and  the   tradeoffs  between  environmental 
protection  measures  and  the  economics  of  the  harvest  activities. 

e.     EnvironinenCal  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME;     Whicestone   (31S)  ACRES   (GROSS):     6,140  ACRES   (NFS):  6,100 

GEOZONE:  002 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE;     .Morthei-n  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  21 
a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  Rf\RE  II  areas:     The   table  below  displavs   the  VCU  1./ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  _2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enabLes 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  CommenCs 

First  No.   2  208*  19 

Suntaheen  Creek  209*  •  22 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:  In  the  Whitestone  Roadless  Area  cultural  resources  LncLud 
the  evidence  of  past  human  activity,  dating  from  the  first  occupation  of 
Southeast  Alaska  to  the  recent  past.  Some  sites  in  the  region,  incLudi;'. 
the  Ground  Hog  Bay  site  on  the  Ghilkat  Peninsula  and  the  Hidden  Falls  sL 
on  Baranof  Island,  indicate  th^  the  'occupation  of  Southeast  Alaska  dait^^ 
to  over  9,000  vears  ago.  This  roadless  area  is  nine  miles  south  of  r;-.^- 
Ground  Hog  Bay  site  and  65  miles  north  of  the  Hidden  Falls  sites. 

Petroglyphs  have  been  found  by  the  Forest  archeologist  at  Whitestone  Hav 
and  there  is  evidence  of  the  Russians  traders  using  the  harbors  around  z 
roadless  area  during  the  1800' s. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Whitestone  Roadless  Area  is  on  Ghichagof 
Island.     Directly  north  of  this  roadless  area  is  Icy  Strait  i^averagir.g 
eight  to  nine  miles  across).     Whitestone  Harbor  borders  the  eastern  seer 
of  this  roadless  area;   harvested  and  roaded  areas  bound  the  southerii  eag 

The  nearest  community  is  Hoonah.     The  town  has  regular  charter  plane 
service  and  is  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  route.     The  Whitestone  Roa^al 
Area  may  be  accessed  from  the  Hoonah  road  system  by  vehicle  and  walking. 
Powerboats  are  frequently  used  to  access  the  northern  portions  of  the 
roadless  area. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)   w.is   the  nationwide  svstoin  us.-d 
rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas    in   the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(4)     Geography  and  Topography:     The  Whicescone  Roadless  Area  is  a  flac 
expanse  of  land  chat  is  approximately  seven  miles   long  and  three  miles 
wide.     Muskeg  accounts   for  1,600  acres  of  this  area.     There  are   13  miles  of 
shoreline  on  saltwater  and  760  beach  acres. 


(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Northern, 
Interior  Islands  geographic  province.     Unlike   the  outer  coast,  t'ne 
coastline   is  protected  from  full  force  of  storms.     These   isl.ir.ds  luv.-o 
a  colder  climate,   more  rugged  topography  and  a  distinctive   f.iur.a  cnjii 
in  the  Central  Interior  Islands  Province.     This  particular  area  ls 
very  flat  with  elevations  up  to  200  feet.     Rocky  shorelines 
interspersed  with  small  gravel  beaches  are  found  throughout  the 
character  type.     Screams  are  generally  larger  and  longer  in  this 
area.     Saltwater  bays  and  estuaries  are  numerous  and  exhibit  much 
varietv,    from  small  sheltered  coves   to  the  large  bay  at  Whitestone 
Harbor.     [Numerous   tidal  meadows  of  varying  sices  are   found   in  tliis 
unit.     Whitestone   is  densely  forested  and  exhibits  a  combination  of 
muskeg  openings,   brush  and  scattered  tree  cover. 

(b)  VegetaCion:     Western  hemlock- S itka  spruce   forests  dominate  the 
overstory  of  the  Southeast  Alaska  rain  forest.     The  understory  is 
composed  of  such  shrubs  as  red  huckleberry,    rusty  menciesia,  and 
devil's  club,   and  the   forest  floor  is  covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses, 
liverworts,   and  plants  such  as  deerhearc,   bunchberry  dogwood,  single 
delight,   and  skunk  cabbage.     Streamside  riparian  vegetation  is 
characterized  bv  salmonberry,   devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    fe'jns.  .;;k'. 
currants . 


Muskegs,    dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,    sedges,    and  shrubs  of   the  'ne.irii 
family,   are   interspersed  among  low  elevation  timber  stands  where 
drainage   is  restricted.     Trees  are  sparse  and  consist  mainly  of 
stunted  hemlock,    lodgepole  pine,   and  Alaska-cedar. 

Common  marine  plants   in  the  near -shore  waters   include  brown,    red  at^.J 
green  algae,    and  eelgrass.     Tideflats  are   found  at   the  heads  bavs  ,u'.d 
estuaries  and  are  usually  associated  with  stream  estuaries.  The 
tideflats  generally  support  sea  milkwort,   glassworc,   and  algae.  So.ic:^, 
meadows  occur  between  the  shore  and  the   forest.     Lower  beach  meadows 
are  composed  of  beach  ryegrass,   reed  bent  grass,   hairgrass.  fescue 
grass,   beach  lovage ,   goose  tongue,   and  sedges.     Upper  beach  meadow- 
plants   include  yarrow,   bedscraw,   starwort,    ferns,   western  co  luiiibLne. 
and  cow  parsnip.     Oregon  crabapple,   alder,   devil's  club,   and  blueberrv 
occur  along  the  border  of  the  beach  meadow  and  the  forest. 

There  are  4.480  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  3,220  acres  are 
commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,    220  acres  aro 
riparian  old  growth  and  2,730  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(c)     Soils:     The  Whitestone  Roadless  Area  has  poorlv  drained  soils 
because  of   low  relief  and   impermeable   subsurface   lavers.      In  i^^w^ 
with  poor  drainage,   deep  organic  soils   (.muskegs')    tend  to   for;;:.      '.'1',  is 
situation  occurs  where   the   soil  material   fails   to  provide   suC fie  Lent 
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internal  drainage  or  where   topography  prevents  external  drainage. 
These  areas  are  generally  not  well  suited  for  road  construction  since 
the  soil  materials   tend  to  be  wet  and  have  associated  low  bearing 
strengths.      In  riparian  areas,   soil  zones  tend  to  contain  sand  and 
gravels  as  a  result  of  flood  deposition. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:      Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as   part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (  1933").  Tl-'.ese 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  es  tuar ies . 

Neither  VCU  in  this  roadless  area  was  rated  as  having  the  highest 
value  for  sport  or  commercial  fish  nor  for  estuarine  values. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  Whitescone  Roadless  Area  shoreline  is 
considered  critical  deer  habitat  and  Che  entire  roadless  area  is  Sitka 
black- tailed  deer  and  brown  bear  habitat.     Small  mammals  include 
marten  and  red  squirrel. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  Whitestone  Roadless  Area 
contains  no  known  inventoried  resident  threatened  or  endangered 
species.     The  Peale ' s  peregrine  falcon  passes   through  the  forests 
during  the  spring  and  fall  migration  flights;    this  falcon  is  on  th.e 
Federal  Endangered  and  Threatened  Species. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Managemenc:     Both  VCU's  203  and  10'-:>   (.6,100  acres^  hj\'o 
been  designated  as  a  LUD  4  in  the  TLMP  in  1979.     These   lands  are  to  be 
managed  for  a  variety  of  uses.     Opportunities  will  be  provided  for 
intensive"  resource  use  and  development  where  emphasis   is  primarilv  on 
commodity  or  market  resources.     .Allowances   in  calculated  potential  tiirbor 
yield  have  been  made   to  provide  for  protection  of  physical  and  biological 
productivity . 

An  anchorage   is   located  in  the  northwest  corner  of  Whitestone  Harbor. 
Recreation  activities   identified  are  big  game  hunting,  hiking, 
cross-country  skiing,   dispersed  camping,   saltwater  shore  fishing, 
beachcombing,   viewing  wildlife/fish,   and  kayaking. 

Except  for  permits   for  outfitter  and  guides,    there  are  no  other  special 
permits  in  this  area. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness) :     This  roadless  area  appears 
unmodified.     The  visual  character  type  of  this  area  is 

Admiralty-Chichagof .     This  character  type,   particularly  in  this  area,  is 
characterized  by  somewhat  insignificant  geologic   features;    features     i  f 
present)  are  usually  subordinate  to  other  objects  of  the  visual  field. 
This  roadless  area  is  characterized  by  somewhat  insignificant  water 
features  such  as   featureless  shorelines,   streams  and  minor  lakes,   ponds  ,;;k1 
bogs.     Seventy-eight  percent  of  all  acreage  was   inventoried  in  Varietv 
Class  C   (Minimal).     The  remaining  22  percent   is   in  Varietv  Class  A 
( Dis  tine  tive ) . 
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The  majoricy  of  chis  roadless  area  (66  percent)    is   in  Existing  Visual 
Condicion  (EVC)    I;    chese  areas  appear  Co  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 
Thirtv-four  percent  of  the  area  is   in  EVC  V.-     In  these  areas,   changes  i:i 
the   landscape  are  obvious   to  the  average  person  and  appear  to  be  major 
d  is  turbances . 

(3)     Surroundings   (External   Influences):     To   the   north  of   the  '..'h  i  tes  tor.e 
Roadless  Area  are   lev  Strait  and   the  Alaska  Marine  Highway   route.  Tl'.'.;. 
passage   is  also  heavilv  used  bv  private  boat  owners. 

U'h  i  tes  tone  Harbor,    to   the  east  of   this   roadless  evaluation  area.    :~.-;s  an 
identified  recreation  anchorage  in  its  northwest  corner.     A  log  transfei" 
facility  (LTF)    is  located  on  the  southern  shore  of  Whitestone  harbor  and  a 
road  runs  along  the  south  shore.     The  road  travels  west  adjacent  to  the 
Whitestone  Roadless  Area  for  approximately  3  miles  and  branches   to  the 
north  and  south  into  major  timber  harvesting  areas. 

The  northernmost  harvest  area  continues   for  five  miles  along  the  southern, 
boundary  of  the  Whitestone  Roadless  Area.     At  that  point,    the  land 
ownership  changes   from  Forest  Service  to  Huna  Totem  Corporation  lands.  Tlio 
National  .Forest  System  lands  were  logged  in  the  early  1930' s.  The 
corporation  lands  extend  west  for  approximately  another  five  miles  to 
Hoonah  and  have  also  been  extensively  harvested.     A  small  western  portion 
of  the  Whitestone  Roadless  Area  borders  on  private  Huna  Totem  lands. 

*    This  roadless  area  is  easily  accessible  from  all   these   road  svstems  with 
minimal  walking  involved. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Whitestone  Harbor  is 
considered  a  desirable  harbor:    it  receives  constant  use   from  the  Hoonai\ 
population  and  transient  mariners.     From  Whitestone  Harbor,    there  is 
panoramic  view  of  Icy  Strait,   Lynn  Canal  and  Chatham  Strait.  Five 
recreation  places  have  been  inventoried  in  this   roadless  area  totalin.g 
6,060  acres . 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  ManagemenC  Area  Boundaries:     The  entire  roadless 
area  (approximately  two  miles  wide  and  six  miles   long)    is   lowlving  and 
exhibits  little  terrain  relief.     Icy  Strait  borders  the  roadless  area  to 
the  north  and  east.     The  Hoonah  road  system,    the  road  to  the   loe  transfer 
facility  at  Whitestone  Harbor  and  the  private   lands  of  Huna  Totem 
Corporation  bound  the  south  and  east  portion  of  the  Whitestone  Roadless 
Area.     Because  of  the  relative  smallness  of  this  roadless  area  and  the 
immediate  external  influences,   management  in  a  wilderness  condition  mav  be 
difficult  to  accomplish. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  Whitestone  Roadless  Area  has  been  unmodified 
by  human  development. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:  A  high  opportunity  for  solicudo  exisrs  Iw 
this  area  along  the  northern  shoreline  and  in  the  interior  of  this  fo.id  I  o 
area  but  along  the  boundaries  formed  by  roads  and  liarves  t  inr, .  oppo  r  tun  i.  r  v 
for  solitude  diminishes. 
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(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:  The  area  provides  primariLv 
semi - p r imi t ive  non-motorized  and  semi - primi tive  motorized  opportunities 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Natural  (,RN) 


2  ,o-:o 

3  ,  SCO 
220 


V  ae 


:on; 


.ve   recreation  Oj.aces 


ROS  CL.\SS 


Tt  OF  RFC.  PL.\CES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACLIT   BY  RVl) 


SPMN 
SPM 


2,020 
3.300 
240 


486 
S  ,091 
462 


There  are  no  public  recreation  cabins  in  the  Whitestone  Roadless  Area.  The 
area  is  used  heavily  by  the  residents  of  Hoonah  and  the  possibilitv  of 
encountering  people   is  high  especially  along  the  shoreline.     The  area  can 
be  accessed  by  walking  from  a  vehicle  or  boat.     Entry  into   this  area  can  be 
accomplished  by  floatplane  along  any  of  the  beaches  on  the  northern  portion 
of  this  area. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  several  memorial  sites   in  this  area  for  people  who  have  drowned  alon.g 
this  coastline . 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential;     Becase  of  the  area's  easv  access  Lb  1 1  i.  :v 
Hoonah  residents,    there   is   increased  recreational  hunting  and 
gathering  potential.      In  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  ^TLJ-IPV 
proposed  a  marine  park  for  the  Whitestone  Harbor  log  transfer  faci.I.Lrv 
after  logging  has  been  completed.     This  marine  park  would  be  equippo^i 
with  an  outdoor  recreation  vehicle   (ORV)  facilities. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     In  lower  Suntaheen  Creek,    there  are  proposed  Log 
weirs  for  rearing  and  spawning  habitat. 


(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  TLMP  identified  cavity  nest  boxes 
second- growth  management  for  wildlife  habitat  improvement, 
riparian  cover  plantings  projects  in  future  years. 


and 


(d)     Timber  Resource:     The  management  emphasis   for  this  area   is  to 
continue   timber  harvest,    related  access  road  construction,  and 
replacement  of  bridges  on  several  of  the  roads   for  the  .APC  19So-s\')  an.d 
1991-95   timber  sale. 


Within  this   roadless  area,    there  are  2,330  acres   LnventorLed  as 
tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes   80  acres  of  ri; 
old  growth  and  2,240  acres  of  non- riparian  old  growth. 
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(e)  Land  Use  AuthorizaCions :     The  current  special  use  peruiics  vlII 
probablv  continue.      Increased  use  by  outfitter/guides   is  probable  w i 
an   increased  need. 

(f)  Minerals:  The  19S4  U.S.  Geological  Survev  did  not  ide-at  i  f  v  t^,e 
Whitestone  Roadless  .Area  as  having  potential   for  mineral  development 

(2)     Management  Gons iderations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential   Cor  managing  timber   in  ti-.o  'vh  i  r  o  s  r  o '.'.o 
Roadless  Area   is  verv  high  because  area   is   entirelv  '.vithi^;   z':\e  A'lC 
Long-term  Timber  Sale  area.     The  Whitestone  Harbor  area  aiM  th.e 
portion  to   the  south  and  west  of  this  roadless  area  are  being 
considered  in  the  Supplemental  Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  th 
1981-36  and  1986-90  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  Long- terra  Timber  Sale 
Plan.     The  existing  nearby  road  systems  make  the  management  of  this 
area  for  timber  harvest  economical. 

(b)  Wildlife:  The  wildlife  management  would  not  change.  If  the  ar 
was  harvested,   enhancement  projects  would  probably  occur. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southerisr 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     There  are  two  Native  withdrawals  within  this  ' 

▼  I 

roadless  area.  | 
d.     Relationship   to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  .Vrcas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     There   are  no  ochei' 
roadless  areas  contiguous  with  Whitestone  Roadless  Area.      Both  Ghilkat-U'o 
Lynn  Canal   (^304)   and  Mansfield  Peninsula  (»306)   Roadless  Areas  are  acros 
major  bodies  of  water.     Separated  by  the  Hoonah  road  svstein  and  tiie 
associated  harvesting  are   the  Point  Augusta  (=317")   and  Freshwater   ^  =  3J:?~" 
Roadless  Areas . 

(2)  Distance  Frocn  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Conununity 

Air  Miles 

Water 

Juneau           ( Pop . 

23 , 729) 

28 

45 

Hoonah           ( Pop . 

960) 

12 

14 

Tenakee  Spr(Pop. 

95) 

21 

35 

Gus  tavus       ( Pop . 

218) 

27 

34 

The  closest  Alaska  Marine  Highway  service  to  the  Whitestone  Roadless  Are.; 
is   to  Hoonah . 
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(3)      Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     This  area  has  not  been   identified  as  a 
proposed  "moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative 
initiatives   to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area   is   from  Hoonah. 
Whitestone  Harbor  receives  heavv  boat  use   from  Hoonah  and  from 
surrounding  communities.      Some  private   f  loatp  lat'e  operators  use  this 
area. 

The   local   issues  concerning  this  area  are  cont  ir.u  iiig  'Harvesting  and 
reading  of  the  timber  lands,    the  effects  on  fisheries  and  wildlife 
habicac  caused  by  logging,  maintaining  the  visual  quality  of  high 
inceresc  areas,  maintaining  lifestyles,   location  of  log  transfer 
facilities,    the  distribution  of  harvest  volume  classes  and  the 
tradeoffs  between  environmental  protection  measures  and  the  economics 
of  the  harvest  activities. 

The  people  of  Hoonah  use  this  area  for  subsistence  gathering  for 
roots,  berries  and  hunting.     The  Natives  feel  these  natural  products 
are  becoming  scarce  in  their  local  area. 

e.     EnviromnenCal  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

N.\WE:    Pavlof/East   PoinC   ^31^^^  ACRES   (GROSS):      10,900         ACRES   (NFS):    10  , 

CEOZONE:     CO 2  and  C0-^ 

CEOGRP;\HIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Interior  Islands 
1^89  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  R.-\TING: 


a.  Description 

(1)  RelaCionship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The   table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names.   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analvses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Kennel  Creek  217*  Not  rated   in  19">-:' 

Pavlof  River  213*  --  Not  rated  in  19~« 

Point  Cannery  219*  Not  rated  in  L^^"^^ 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History:       Cultural  resource   information,   especially  prehistoric 
information,    in  the  Pavlof/East  Po int' Roadless  Area  is   limited.     Some  sir^ 
in  the  region,    including  the  Ground  Hog  Bay  site  on  the  Chilkat  Pen  l:isu  1.; 
and  the  Hidden  Falls  site  on  Baranof  Island,    indicate   that  the  occupy,  t  lo;'. 
of  Southeast  Alaska  dates   to  over  9.000  years  ago.     This  area   is  loc.iroJ. 
approximately  32  miles   to   the  south  of  Ground  Hog  Bay  and  -*6  miles   to  ciu- 
north  of  Hidden  Falls.     It  is  very  probable  that  Pavlof  Harbor  area  was 
used  by  the  people  who  inhabited  the  area  at  that  time. 

At  the  time  of  Euroamerican  contact,    the  Hoonah  and  Angoon  Tlingit  use^i 
this  area  of  Chichagof  Island.     Villages  and  sites   for  seasonal  b.unt  lp.c  . 
fishing,   and  collecting  activities  were   located  throughout  the  area 
Pavlof  Harbor  was  used  as  a  fish  station  by  the  early  Native  cultures.  "l 
Hudson  Bay  Trading  Companv  conducted  illegal  trading  with  the  Tlingit  Ln 
Pavlof  Bay  from  1859  -65.     The  Astoria  and  Alaska  Packing  Company  had  .i  :i 
packing  plane  here  until  1389  and  a  saltery  was  established  by  U^OO . 
Recent  historical  activities   in  this  area  have   included  commercial  fisinr. 
and  logging. 

The  forest  archaeologists  have  located  Native  sites   in  all  of  the  VCU's  ii 
this  area.     They  have  documented  the  Freshwater  Bay  village  site,  garden 
spots,   an  old  smokehouse,   and  a  pictograph. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  367  watersheds  which  make  up  thu 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tonj'.ass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilde  mess  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)   was   the  system  used   Co   rate   c  \\c 
wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  .■\re;i  Kcviow  .uul 
Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:  The  Pavlof/Easc  Poinc  Roadless  Area  is  boundau 
by  Chacham  Scraic,  Tenakee  InleC  and  Freshwater  Bay.  Timber  harvest  unit 
and  roads  form  the  inland  boundary  of  this  roadless  area.  The  nearest 
communities  are  the  Kennel  Creek  logging  camp,  located  immediately  to  th,e 
northwest  on  Freshwater  Say  and  Tenakee  Springs,  located  five  miles  to  ti'. 
South  on  Tenakee  Inlet. 

Access   from   the  Kennel  Creek/Hoonah  Road  System  and   the  communitv  of 
Tenakee  Springs   is  mainlv  bv  privately-owned  boats  and  walking.  Kennel 
Creek  has  charter  pLar.e  service  and  Tenakee  Springs  has  Alaska  Marii'.o 
Highway  service  and  regular  small  plane  service. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  Pavlof/Easc  Point  Roadless  Area  is 
characterized  by  mountains  varying  from  1,700  feet  in  the  Pavlof  Ridge 
system  to  2,380  feet  near  the  Tenakee  Springs  townsite  boundary.     The  Lar 
Pavlof  draining  indues  a  river,    lake,   waterfalls  and  a  bay.     There  are 
seventeen  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline  on  saltwater  and  1,040  acres  of 
beach,   200  acres  of  alpine   tundra,   and  40  acres  of  rock.     There  are  160 
acres  of  small   islands  and  100  acres  of  freshwater  lakes   in  the  area. 
Pavlof  Lake  is  the  largest  lake  in  the  area. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classif icaCion:     The  Pavlof/Easc  Point  Roadless  .Area  is   in  the 
Northern  Incerior  Island  geographic  province.     The  coastline  is 
protected  from  the  full   force  of  storms,   has  a  colder  climate  .ukI  .i 
highly  dissected  topography  than  the  oucer  coasC.     This  province 
Cypically  has  an  excensive  alpine  environmenc  with  productive  forosr 
areas  which  are  highly  fragmented  and  usually  concentrated  on 
oversteepened  slopes  and  on  vallev  bottoms. 

(b)  VegeCaCion:      In   this   roadless  area.   Western  hemlock- S  itka  spri'.c^ 
forests  dorainace.     There  are  approximacely  9,760  acres  of  forested 
land  of  which  7,900  acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the 
commercial  forest  land,   7,430  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  a;>.d 
140  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

The  understory  is  composed  of  shrubs  such  as   red  hucklebeurv.  'jvisrv 
menziesia,   and  devil's  club.     The   forest  floor  is  covered  with  .! 
of  mosses,    liverworts,   deerheart,   bunchberrv  dogwood,   single  delii^h.r 
and  skunk  cabbage.     Streamside  riparian  vegetation  is  charac  te  r  ia^^  J.  ; 
salmonberry,   devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants 

Muskeg  comprises  240  acres  in  this  area.     They  are  dominated  bv 
sphagnum  mosses,   sedges,   and  shrubs  of  the  heath  family,  are 
interspersed  among  low  elevation  timber  stands  where  drainage  is 
restricted.     Trees  are  sparse  and  consist  mainly  of  stunted  heniLvvk, 
lodgepole  pine,   and  Alaska-cedar. 
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The   cideflacs  support  sea  milkwort,   glasswort,   and  algae.      Lower  be.ic 
meadows  are  composed  of  beach  ryegrass,    reed  bent  grass,  hairgrass, 
fescue  grass,   beach   lovage  ,    goose   tongue,    and  sedges.      Upper  beacli 
meadow  plants   include  varrow,   bedstraw,   starwort,    ferns,  western 
columbine,   and  cow  parsnip.     Oregon  crabappLe,   alder,   devil's  club, 
and  blueberrv  occur  along  the  border  of  the  beach  meadow  and  the 
forest . 

.At  elevations   generallv  above   3,000   feet,    the  plant  communities  are 
characterized  bv  low  shrubs,    grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  forests 
and  meadows  occur  at  the   interface  between  the   forested  communities 
and  the  alpine  tundra. 

(c)  Soils:     There  are  unstable  soils   in  the  Pavlof/East  Point 
Roadless  Area  on  the  north  side  of  Pavlof  Ridge  and  along  the  area 
called  Ease  Point.     Because  of  the  high  rainfall,    the  available 
nutrients  can  be   leached  rapidly  and  exposed  mineral  soils  are  subjec 
to  erosion.     Due   to  rapid  loss  of  material  by  erosion  and  efficient 
rainwater  runoff,    the  shallow  soils  with  good  drainage  develop  on 
steeper  slopes. 

The  Pavlof  drainage  has  poorly  drained  and  deep  organic  soils 
(muskegs).     Drainage   improves  with  increased  slope,   however,   as  slope 
become  ove  rs  teepened  ,   soil  depths  become  more  shallow.     The   r  ip.ir  Lj.p. 
areas  in  this  area  tend  to  contain  sand  and  gravels  resulting  from 
soil  deposit  during  floods. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  rr.e. 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   vl979  )   and  bv  the  Alaska  Depa r tiiie !t t 
Fish  and  Game   in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   i,l^'S3V  I'^.oso 
racings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport. fish,   commercial  fisii. 
and  es tuar ies . 

One  VCU  has  been  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  and  commercial  fisii. 
Pavlof  River  (21S).     VCU's  raced  as  highly  valued-  for  estuaries 
include  Pavlof  River  (21S)   and  Cannery  PoinC  (219). 

Pavlof  River  and  Lake  have  a  significant  salmon  run.     Fish  ladders 
have  been  constructed  on  Pavlof  River  and  one  Pavlof  Falls.     >L;:'.v  of 
these  streams  provide  habitat  for  anadromous   trout  and  char,   bu:  tb.e 
level  of  production  is  unknown. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Designated  deer  winter  range   is   found  from 
lower  Pavlof  Ridge  co  Cedar  Cove,   around  Pavlof  Lake  and  lower  p;;rt  o 
Che  Pavlof  River.     OuCer  Poinc  and  all  of  Wachusect  Cove  are  also 
considered  deer  winter  range.     Deer  wincer  range  can  also  be  foup.d 
northwest  of  East  Poinc  and  continuing  southwest  to  Coffee  Cove.  SaU 
eagle,    roosting  and  nesting  habitat,   exists  along  the  shoreline  of  t!u 
roadless  area. 
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(f)     Threatenecl  and  Endangered  Species:     The   Pavlof/Easc  PoinC 
Roadless  Area  contains  no  known  resident  threatened  or  endangered 
species.     However,    the  area  does  provide  habitat  for  the  Peale's 
peregrine   falcon  as   it  passes   through  the  forests  during  the  sprinii 
and  fall  migration  flights.     This   falcon  is  currentlv  on  the  Federal 
Endangered  and  Threatened  Species  List. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The   Pavlof/East  Point  Roadless  Area  is 
completely  within  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  Long-term  Timber  Sale 
contract  area.      The  Tor,gaoS   Lar.d  Managem.ent  Plan   (19"'!^)   allocated  VCU'< 
vS,200  acres)    to  Land  Use  Designation  3.     The  emphasis   in  LUD  3   is  on 
managing   for  uses   and  activities    in  a  compatible  and  comp  lementarv  nuiiMiei" 
to  provide   the  greacesc  combination  of  benefits.     These  areas  have  eiti^ec 
high  use  or  high  amenity  values  in  conjunction  with  high  commodity  values 
Allowances   in  calculated  poCencial  timber  yield  have  been  made  to  meet 
multiple  objectives.     These  lands  may  include  concentrated  recreational 
developments . 

There  is  one  VCU  (2,700  acres)   designated  as  a  Land  Use  Designation  i.LUD'' 
in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (TLMP)   in  1979.     These  lands  will  be 
managed  for  a  variety  of  uses.     Opportunities  will  be  provided  for 
intensive  resource  use  and  development  where  emphasis   is  primarily  on 
coraraodity  or  market  resources.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential  timber 
yield  have  been  made  to  provide  for  protection  of  physical  and  biological 
productivity . 

Recreation  places  have  been  identified  in  the  Pavlof/East  Point  Roadless 
Area.     People  anchor  their  boa'ts  and  use   the  area  around  Pavlof  Harbor  -;p. 
Pavlof  Lake   for  dispersed  camping.     Trails  run  from  Pavlof  Harbor  to  ri'.e 
north  and  south  shore  of  Pavlof  Lake  and  from  the  Tenakee   Springs  towt-.sir 
boundary  townsite  boundarv  of  Tenakee  Springs   to  private   land  at  Coffee 
Cove.     Activities  occurring  in  the  Pavlof/East  Point  Roadless  Area  are 
marine  viewing,   stream  and  lake   fishing,   kayaking,   hiking,   and  big  game 
hunting.     A  number  of  outfitter  and  guides  use   this  area. 

A  State  selection  is  located  at  Pavlof  Lake  and  special  use  permits  luive 
been  issued  for  cabins  north  of  Pavlof  Harbor  and  at  Wachusett  Cove. 

The  Forest  Service  manages   two  fish  passes  on  the  Pavlof  River.     As  a 
wildlife  improvement  project,   nesting  boxes   for  general  waterfowl  with 
emphasis  on  ducks  and  geese,   have  been  placed  along  Pavlof  Lake. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  roadless  area  is  classified 
as  being  in  the  Admiralty-Chichagof  character  type.     Rocky  shorelines  are 
interspersed  with  small  gravel  beaches.     Streams  are  generally  larger  ai-.d 
longer  on  the  east  side  of  the  Chichagof  Island.     There  are  some  saltwace: 
bays  and  they  exhibit  much  variety  and  size. 

The  lower  slopes  are  densely  forested,   but  sometimes  exhibit  a  comb  Livi  c  Loi 
of  muskeg  openings,   brush,   and  scattered  tree  cover  up   to  app  rox  inia  to  I  v 
2,500  feet.     Upper  slopes  and  summits  appear  barren  from  ,i  dLs;.;p,co. 
offer  a  variety  of  alpine  vegetation  as  well  as  numerous   rock  outc  ropp  lm;-. 
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Thirteen  percent  of  chis  roadless  area  is  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  A 
(Distinct),  31  percent  in  Varietv  Class  B  (Common)  and  56  percent  of  rhe 
acreage   is   in  Variety  Class  C   (.Minimal  Variety). 

The  majoricv   i,  o  5  percent)   of  this   roadless  area   is   in  Existing  Visual 
Condition   i^EVC")    I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 
One  percent  of  the  acreage   is   in  EVC  II*,   which  changes  are  not  noticed  by 
the  average   person  unless  pointed  out.     .Approximately  3   percent  of  the 
acreage   is   in  EVC   IV,   where  changes   in   the   landscape   are   easilv  noticed  ;yv 
the  average  person  and  mav  attract  some  attention.     There  appear  to  bc- 
disturbances  but   they  resemble  natural  patterns.      Thirtv-one   percent    is  i:\ 
EVC  V  where  changes   in  the   landscape  are  obvious   to  the  average  person, 
and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

The  area  has  been  modified  by  a  two  recreation  cabins,    trails  around  the 
Pavlof  Lake  area,   and  a  trail  from  the  Tenakee  Springs   towns ite  boundarv  to 
Coffee  Cove. 

(S)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  Kennel  Creek  road  svsteni. 
built  in  the  early  1960's,  borders  the  northwest  corner  of  the  roadless 
area.     This  system  continues  past  the  Kennel  Creek  logging  camp,   built  at 
the  same   time  as  the  road  system,   and  turns  into  the  Hoonah  road  svstem.  .A 
Forest  Service  work  center  is   located  at  Kennel  Creek  is  used  vear  routid 
but  most  heavily  during  the  summer  months. 

The  Kennel  Creek  system  runs  southeast  into  the  Pavlof  River  drainage.  Iv. 
the  early  1980' s  the  Wast  Point  and  Pavlof  River  roads  were  connected. 
Because   this   road  comes  within  one -half .  mile  of  the  beach,    harvestip.v,  i"n. 
both  of  these  areas  and   the   East  Point  roading  almost  cuts   the  roadless 
area  in  two.     The  Pavlof/East  Point  area  can  be  accessed  from  eith.er  of 
these  road  systems. 

The  southwest  corned  of  the  Roadless  Area  is  bordered  bv  a  small  parcel  of 
private  land  at  Coffee  Cove  and  the  Tenakee  Springs   townsite  boundarv.  ri-.o 
actual  town  of  Tenakee   is   five  miles  distant.     Tenakee  Springs  receiws 
regular  Alaska  Marine  Highway  service.     The  roadless  area  can  be  accos^o.i 
by  the  Forest  Service  trail  that  emerges  from  the   townsite  boundarv  a-.iJ. 
ends  at   the  private   land  at  Coffee  Cove. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:      Pavlof  Harbor  is 
unique  because   it  is  offers  protection  from  the  weather  on   four  sides.  I: 
is  noted  on  the  nautical  charts  as  a  safe  harbor  and,   as  such,    is  used 
consistently  by  transit  vessels.     An  easy  trail,   which  parallels  the 
waterfalls  between  the  lake  and  the  bay,   accesses  the  north  and  south 
shores  of  Pavlof  Lake.     The  Pavlof/East  Point  Roadless  Area  contains  four 
inventoried  recreation  places  which  contains  3,220  acres. 

In  the  Pavlof  drainage,    there  are  significant  runs  of  salmon  from  t'ne 
harbor  into  the  lake  and  river.     Two  fish  ladders  have  been  constructor!  in 
this  drainage   to  enhance   these  fisheries. 
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b.     Capabilicy  of  ManagemenC  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  CondiCion 

(1)  Manageability  and  ManagemenC  Area  Boundaries:      Because   the  norrhwesc 
corned  of  che  roadless  area  is  separated  from  Che   rest  of  it  bv  Pavio: 
Ridge,   Cedar  Cove.   Cedar  and  Little  Cedar  Islands  are   isolated  from  ti-.e 
rest  of  the  area. 

The  Pavlof/EasC  Point  Roadless .Area  continues   souch   inCo   the   PavLof  Harbo 
area  which  includes  Pavlof  Lake  and  Wachusett  Cove.     Small  hills   in  this 
area  separate   the   lake  and  bays   from   the  harvested  and  roaded  areas   tj  t;-. 
north,   west  and  south.     The  average  distance   from  the  harvest  areas  is 
approximately  3/4  of  a  mile. 

The  roadless  area  extends  around  Ease  PoinC  and  is  well-defined  by  a  heav 
ridge  syscem  co  che  souchwesc.  The  western  boundary  excends  co  a  harvest 
drainage  and  che  cownsice  boundaries  of  Tenakee  Springs. 

Due   Co  che  large   roaded  areas  which  incrude   inco   ic,    chis  area  could  p.ot 
easily  defined  or  managed  as  roadless  or  wilderness. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  natural  integrity  of  che  Pavlof/Easc  Point 
Roadless  Area  has  not  been  modified  heavily  by  human  activities.  Ic 
appears  natural  except  for  che  Cwo  fish  passes  conscrucced  in  the  Pavlof 
drainage  and  che  old  mechanical  equipment  around  Pavlof  Lake   left  from  tli 
salcery  and  fish  packing  plane  in  che  early  1900' s. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     This  area  as  a  whole  does  noc  offer  a  h.Lj:'. 
opporcunicy  for  solicude.     The  aceivieies  associaced  wich  che  .Forest 
Service  work  center,'  the  Kennel  Creek  road  svstem  and  logging  camp.  .iikI 
the  year-round  population  of  Tenakee  Springs  all  affect   the  solitude  of 
this  area.     The  .Alaska  Marine  Highway  route  passes  on  two  sides  of  :he 
area,   and  floacplanes  and  powerboacs   land  along  ics  shoreline.     Only  ,it 
Pavlof  Harbor  and  Lake  would  one  experience  a  protected  opportunitv  for 
solicude . 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:  The  Pavlof/Easc  Poinc  Roadies 
Area  provides  primarily  semi - prirai Cive  non-mocoriced  opporcunicy: 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Serai-Primicive  Non-Mocorized  (SPNM) 
Serai- Primicive  Mocorized  (SPM) 


7  ,  141 
2.  120 


The  area  concains  four  recreaeion  places. 


ROS  CIJ\SS 


*  OF  REG.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


SPNM 
SPM 


1 
3 


1,660 
340 


1,097 
3,668 


There  are  no  public  recreaeion  cabins   in  chis  area 
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(5)     Special  Features:     Pavlof  Harbor  is   Che  special   feature  of  this 
Roadless  Area.      Ic  has  ecological  actracCion  because  of  Che  significmc 
salmon  runs   each  vear,    geologic   inceresC  because  of  the   shape  and 
proceccion  che  harbor  provides,   and  cultural   importance  because  of  r;".e 
conclnuous  historical  i.ise   the  area  has  received. 

.\vai  lab  i  1  i  tv   for  Management  as  Wilderness  or   in  an  Unroaded  CondLtion 
(l^i     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential;     The  Tongass   Land  Manageiiiei^.c   PI:-;-!  ,1''''. 
proposed  conscruccion  of  a  public  recreation  cabin  at  PavLof  Lac<t-  i 
a  trail  connection  to  che  existing  Kennel  Creek/Hoonah  road  system. 
There  was  also  the  potencial  for  a  campground  on  the  lake. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     Pavlof  Lake  is  being  considered  for  a 
fertilization  program. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  Wildlife  habitat  improvement  riparian  cover 
planting  is  planned  for  VCU's  217  and  218   if  the  area  is  logged. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:  The  emphasis  in  this  area  is  to  concinue  ciiiib 
harvest  and  related  access  road  construction  for  che  APC  19S6-'^0  and 
1991-95  timber  sale. 

There  are   7,100  acres  of  timber  inventoried  as   tentatively  suitable 
for  harvest.     This   includes  30  acres  of  riparian  old  growth,    af.d  c  .  5 
acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     The  current  special  use  permits  will 
continue.     The  potential   for   increased  outfitter  and  guide  use  i.s 
probable  as  need  increases. 

(f)  Minerals:     In  1984,    this  area  was   identified  as  having  mineral 
development  potential  for  raagmatic  oxide  or  sulfide,   copper  aiid 
molybdenum  porphyry. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     There  are  no  Research  Natural 
Areas   in  this  area  and  no  potential   inventoried  Research  NaCur.iL  Are 
have  been  identified. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potencial  for  managing  timber  in  the  Pavlof  East 
Point     Roadless  Area  is  high  because  the  entire  area  is   in  the  APC 
Long-term  Timber  Sale  area.     The  existing  nearby  road  svstems  and 
logging  camp  make   the  management   for   timber  harvest  economical. 

(b)  Wildlife:     Wildlife  enhancement  projects  would  be  a  possibilirv 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant   fire  historv. 

(d)  Inseccs  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common   Co  Sourl'.^.i.^ : 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrcncos. 
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(e)  Land  Status:  There  is  one  SCaCe  selection  Located  r.orth  ot,  : 
adjacent   to,    Pavlof  Lake  and  west  Pavlof  Harbor. 

d.      Relationship   to  Coaununi ties  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Tenakee  Ridge  Roj.cL 
Area  is   to  the  west.     The   Indian  River  roaded  area  varies  one   to   foLir  i 
in  width  and  separates   these   two   roadless  areas.      The   Fresir.v.ice  r  3,r.' 
Roadless  .Area   is   Located  two   to   three  miles  north  on   the   ?avLo:-'iast  "■^L 
RoadLess  .\rja  across   Fres;iwater   3av  .      Trap   5a%'  RoacLess  .\roa   lj  .".I'.'.r!'. 
across   two   to   three  miLe  wide  Tenakee  Inlet. 

(2)  Distance  From  PopulaCion  Cancers   (Accessibili Cy ) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Conununity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 


Juneau          iPop.  23,729)  43  65 

Sitka            (Pop.  8.041)  50  100 

Tenakee  Spr(:Pop.  95)  10  10 

Hoonah          (Pop.  960)  25  42 

Angoon          (Pop.  639)  -    25  25 


Tenakee  Springs   is  the  closest  town  to  this  area  that  has  Alaska  Marine 
Highway  service. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:  The  area  has  not  been  ident i fied-  as  a  propo 
moratorium  area  or  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     The  area's  use   is  associated  with  Ter.a 
Springs  population,    the  people  at  Kennel  Creek  logging  camp  and 
Hoonah.     Boats,   planes,   and  outfitter/guides   from  all   the  coniiiiuniti 
in  northern  Southeast  Alaska  use  at  Pavlof  Harbor  and  Lake. 

The  local   issues  concerning  this  area  are  continuing  harvesting  and 
roading  of  the   timber  lands,    the  effects  on  fisheries  and  wildlife 
habitat  caused  by  logging,   maintaining  the  visual  quality  of  hic.i''. 
interest  areas,   maintaining  lifestyles,    location  of  log  transfer 
facilities,    the  distribution  of  harvest  volume  classes  and  the 
tradeoffs  between  environmental  protection  measures  and  the  ecop.ouu 
of  the  harvest  activities. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  ARE.-\  DESCRIPTION 

N;\ME:     Tenakee  Ridge   ^321)       ACRES   (CROSS):      30, -405  ACRES   (NFS):  2-4, 

CEOZONE:     CO 2  and  00^ 

CEOCRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     N'orchern  Incerior  Islands 
I9S9  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  R.-\TINC:  2-4 


a.  DescripCion 

(1)  Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:  The  cable  below  displays  che  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  commencs .     This  enables 


che  reader  co  compare  che 

roadless  areas  evaluaced  in  .Appendix 

C  wi 

previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Racing  CommenCs 

Freshwacer  Say 

215* 

25 

Freshwacer  Ck. 

216* 

NoC  raced  in 

19  7  9 

Kennel  Creek 

217* 

Noc  raced  in 

19  7  9 

Pavlof  River 

213* 

Noc  raced  in 

1_07Q 

Poinc  Cannery 

219* 

Noc  raced  in 

]_  9  7  0 

Tenakee  Springs 

220* 

Noc  raced  in 

l_o  70 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  onlv  part  of  chis  VCU. 

(2)  Hiscory:  Some  sices  in  che  region,  including  che  Ground  Hog  5.;v  sir 
on  che  Chilkac  Peninsula  and  Che  Hidden  Falls  sice  on  Baranoc  Islar.d, 
indicace  chac  che  occupacion  of  Soucheasc  Alaska  daces  Co  over  ^.000  veav 
ago.  The  Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  .Area  is  halfway  becween  Ground  Hog  3av  ,i 
Hidden  Falls  sices,  approximace  ly  50  miles  from  eicher  sice.  The  p.a  c-.;  ra  L 
mineral  hoc  springs   in  chis  area  could  suggesc  use  by  chese  early  peoules 

.Ac  che  cime  of  Euroamerican  concacc,    che  Hoonah  and  .Angoon  TIi:igic  usod 
chis  area  of  Chichagof  Island.       Foresc  archaeo logis cs  have  idencified 
pecroglyphs  and  piccographs   in  VCU's  215  and  219.     The  piccographs  are 
reporced  co  commemorace  an  early  Nacive  baccle  scene. 

There  are  Nacive  garden  sices   in  VCU's  217,    213,   219.     The  remains  of  ,1 
Nacive  smokehouse,    che  Freshwacer  Bay  village  sice  and  a  Nacive  sice  aro 
all  locaced  in  VCU  218.     Nacive  burial  sices  have  also  been   idencified  l;i 
VCU  220.     There  was  a  working  salmon  cannery  in  Tenakee  Springs   in  l"''-2. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
foresc  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  che  Tongnss  Land 
ManagemenC  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)  was   che  nation-wide  sv.stom  u.sed 
to  rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Are.i 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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Iz  is  assumed  chat  che  roadless  area  north  of  this  communicv  was  bein^,  nso^-. 
for  recreacional  opportunities  such  as  hunting. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  Area  is   located  on 
Chichagof   Island.     Th.e   southern  boundarv   is   the   small   town  of  Tenakee 
Springs   located  on  Tenakee   Inlet,      This   roadless  area   is  bounded  on  all 
other  sides  bv  harvesting  activities  and  associated  roads.     Access  is 
primarilv   througr.   the  Tenakee  Springs   townsite  or   from   these  adjacent 
roads.      These   road  svstems   cotuiect   to   t!".e  Hoonah   road  svstein.  Ten.ikoo 
Springs   has   regular  schedulju  plane   sei/'.-^ce   arid   is  on   the  Alaska  )k;ri:'^^ 
Highwav  route.     Th.e   roadless  area  itself  contains  no  shoL'elines   for  bo.i: 
ac  c  ess. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     This  roadless  area  is  a  rugged,  mountainous 
area  with  ridges  and  peaks  reaching  over  3,500  feet.     The  area  is  basically 
che  ridge  syscera  left  between  two  heavily  harvested  areas  which  are 
accessed  by  the  adjacent  Kennel  Creek  and  Indian  River  road  systems.  Lower 
slopes  are  generally  densely  forested,   while  upper  slopes  and  summits  inav 
appear  barren  with  various  rock  outcropp ings ,   but  a  variety  of  alpine 
vegetation  also  exists.     Alpine  comprised  3,320  acres  and  rock  1 ,  "-^0 
acres.     There  are  only  420  acres  of  muskeg  and  20  acres  of  freshwater  lakes 
in  this  area. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classif icacion:     The  Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  Area   is   in  the 
Northern  Interior  Island  geographic  province.     Coastlines   in  this 
geographic  province,   unlike   the  outer  coast  that  are   in  the  Norshern 
Outer  Islands,   are  protected  from  full  force  of  storms.     These  isLn.uis 
have  a  colder  climate,   more   rugged  topographv,    and  also  a  more 
distinctive   fauna  than  the  Central  Interior  Islands  province. 

Mountain  elevations  in  this  roadless  area  vary  from  2,300   -      .  SOO 
feet.     Streams  are  generally  larger  and  longer  in  this  area  than  on. 
Che  other  islands  of  Southeast  .Alaska.     Upper  slopes  and  summits 
appear  barren  from  a  distance,   but  manv  of  the  peaks  offer  a  var'.etv 
of  alpine  vegetation  as  well  as  numerous  rock  outcropping. 

(b)  VegetaCion:     Western  hemlock  -  S  i  tka  spruce   forests  dominate  t'.-'.e 
oversCory  of  chis  roadless  area.     The  understory  is  composed  of  siiiv.i^s 
such  as  red  huckleberry,    rusty  menziesia,   and  devil's  club,   and  the 
foresc  floor  is  covered  with  a  mac  of  mosses,    liverworts,    and  pL'.n.r^ 
such  as  deerhearc,   bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delight,   and  skunk 
cabbage.     Screamside  riparian  vegetacion  is  characterized  by 
salmonberry,   devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 

AC  elevations  generally  above  2,000  feec,    che  plane  communicies  .-.re 
characterized  by  low  shrubs,   grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  foresrs 
and  meadows  occur  at  the   interface  between  the   forested  communities 
and   the  alpine  tundra. 
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(c)  Soils:     Glacier  hiscory  in  Southeast  Alaska  has  played  an 
important  part  in  the  placemeat  and  character  of  soil  parent  material 
in  raanv  places.      In   this   roadless  area,    development  of  soils  is 
influenced  bv  high  levels  of  rainfall,   cool  summer  temperatures,  a 
short  growing  season  and  moderately  low  soil   temperatures.     L'ndor  .sucii 
conditions,   organic  matter  decomposes  slowly  and  tends   to  accumulate 
in  areas  where   it  is  being  produced  or  deposited.     Due   to   the  rapid 
loss  ot  material  bv  erosion  and  efficient  rainwater  runoff,  shallow 
soils  with  good  drainage  develop  on  steeper  slopes. 

Deep,   well  drained  soils  commonlv  occur  below  shallow  soils  on   .ce  :i :  1 
slopes  where   transported  soil  materials  have  collected.  Drainage 
improves  with  increased  slope  gradient;   however,   as  slopes  become 
steeper,   soil  depths  become  much  shallower.      In  riparian  areas,  soil 
zones  tend  to  contain  sand  and  gravels  as  a  result  of  flood 
depos  ition . 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  tiie 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (,1983).  Thes^.^ 
racings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries . 

There  were  two  VCU's  rated  as  having  the  highest  value  for  sport  fisii 
in  this  area.   They  were  Pavlof  River  c»21S)   and  Tenakee  Springs 
(»220) .     Three  VCU's  were  highly  valued  for  commercial  fisheries: 
Freshwater  Bay  (^215),    Freshwater  Cre^  (*216),   and  Pavlof  River 
(*213).     Those  VCU's  rated  highly  in  estuarine  values  were  PavLoc 
River   i,^21S),    Point  Cannery  (,^119).   and  Tenakee  Springs  i,=.^20~i. 

The  Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  .Area  possesses   the  headwaters  and   tr  t.iL'v 
channels   for  some  of  the   large   fish-producing  streams   that   flow  :hi:\\:\ 
adjacent  roaded  areas.     Examples  are  the  North  and  South  Fork  of 
Freshwater  Creek,   Kennel  Creek,    Indian  and  Pavlof  Rivers. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  entire  area  is   inventoried  as  brown  lie^ir 
and  Sitka  black- tailed  deer  habitat.      Small  mammals   include  ;;i/,rre;-. 
red  squirrel. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     This  roadless  area  cont.ii;is 
no  known  resident  threatened  or  endangered  species.     The  Peale's 
peregrine  falcon  may  migrate  through  this  area  during  the  spring  and 
fall  migration  flights;    this   falcon  is  on  the  Federal  Endangered  and 
Threatened  Species  List. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     The  entire  Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  Are.;  is 
included  in  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  Long-term  Timber  Sale  contract 
area.     VCU's   215,    213,    219,   and  220  have  been  designated  as  a  LUD   3    in  TL.MT 
in  1979.     Acreage   totals  31,163.     The  emphasis   is  on  managing  for  usos  .;n.>.! 
activities   in  a  compatible  and  complementarv  manner   to  provide   the  >-.ro.;rosc 
combination  of  benefits.     These  areas  have  either  high  use  or  hi^'^h         1  v.:  v 
values   in  conjunction  with  high  commodity  values   in  conjunction  wL:'.'.  llL^•,:'. 
commodity  values.     These   lands  may   include  concentrated  recreational 
developments.       Allowances   in  calculated  potential   timber  vie  Id  h.ive  been 
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made   Co  meeC  mulciple  objectives    in  all   chose  VCU's   excepc  VCU  220.  VC 
220  encompasses   the  communicv  of  Tenakee  Springs.      Pare  of  this  VCU  has 
been  excluded  from  che   cimber  yield  calculacion  because  of  che  close 
proximity  of  the   cownsice  boundarv. 

VCU's  216  and  217  have  been  designated  as  LUD  4  in  the  TLMP  in  UVSV  T 
acreage  for  LUD  4'  des ignation  in  this  roadless  area  is  13,200  acres.  T 
lands  will  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses.     Opportunities  will  be 
provided  for  intensive  resource  use  and  development  where  emphasis  is 
priraarilv  on  commodity  or  market  resources.     Allowances   in  calculated 
potential  Cimber  yield  have  been  made   to  provide   for  proceotion  of 
and  biological  produc civi cy . 

The  recognized  recreacion  activities  are  hiking,   dispersed  camping,  big 
game  hunting,   small  game  hunting,   upland  bird  huncing,   ice  fishing, 
cross-country  skiing,   viewing  wildlife/fish,   stream  fishing,  waterfowl 
huncing,  kayaking  and  lake  fishing.     Except  for  outfitter  and  guide  use 
che  Tenakee  Ridge  area,    chere  are  no  ocher  special  use  permics. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  appears  unmodified  a 
this  cirae .     The  visual  characcer  cype  is  Admiral cy -Chichago f .  This 
character  type  exhibits  great  diversity.     For  the  most  part,  landforms 
chis  characcer  cype  are  generally  rounded  but  notable  excepcions  exist 
especially  on  the  northern  portions  of  Admiralcy  and  Chichagof  Islands 
where  mountainous  terrain  cends  to  be  rugged  and  snow-covered.  Fiftv-f. 
percent  of  this  area  is  inventoried  in  Variety  Class  B  (Common)  with  30 
percent  considered  Variety  Class  C   (Minimal)  .     The   remaining  IS  percet'.t 
in  Variety  Class  A  (Distinctive) . 

Almost  72  percent  of  this  area  is   i?  Existing  Visual  Condition   (.EVCi  V. 
This  classification  indicates   that  changes   in  the   landscape  are  visible 
obvious  Co  che  average  person.     These  changes  appear  to  be  major 
disturbances.     Twenty-seven  percent  (27  percent)   of  the  area   is   in  E.VC  I 
these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  accivicies. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  Al'^ 
is  completely  land  bound.     Adjacent  to  this  roadless  area  co   che  north, 
west  is   che  Kennel  Creek  logging  camp  and  road  syscem.     This  area  was 
extensively  harvested  in  1962  and  1981-  1982.     The  Hoonah  and  Kennel  O^-ee 
road  systems  connect  at  Che  Kennel  Creek  logging  camp. 

Kennel  Creek  logging  camp  was  constructed  in  the  mid-  1960s.  The  popula.c 
in  the  camp  varies  with  che  seasons.  In  che  summer  becween  60-SO  people 
reside  chere  and  in  che  winter,  6-12  people.  This  camp  periodically  ope 
and  closes  every  three  years  depending  on  the  timber  work  load.  A  Fores 
Service  work  station  is  also  located  at  the  Kennel  Creek  logging  camp. 
Charter  plane  service  provides  access  to  the  Kennel  Creek  logging  camp. 

The  Tenakee  Springs  townsice  is  Co  che  south  of  chis  roadless  area. 
Tenakee  Springs   is  served  by  che  Alaska  Marine  Highway  syscem  and  regula 
scheduled  small  plane  service. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  >LANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31.  1990 


C-395 


The   Indiar,  River  road  svsCem  borders   the  western  seccion  of  the  Tenakc 
Ridge  Roadless  Area.     This  area  also  was   incensively  harvested   in  197" 
The   Indian  River  and  the  Hoonah  roaded  harvest  areas   intersect  at  the 
northwest  boundary  of  this  roadless  area. 


1,9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:  There 
attractions  or  special  features   in  this  roadless  area. 


.re  no  scec  1 :: 


Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or   in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries;     The  boundaries  of-  :;\e 
Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  Area  are  defined  by  Che  roading  and  harvesting  on 
the  west,   north,   and  east  sides  of  this  area.     The  Tenakee  Springs   towns l: 
boundary  is  the  southern  border  of  this  roadless  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  .Area  has  had  no 
modification,   and  natural   integrity  of  the  area  is  maintained. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  Area  has  a  hi^ii 
opportunity  for  solitude.     The  area  is  approximately  nine  miles,  long  an.d 
between  one  and  three  miles  wide  and  is  remote  with  no  formal   trails  or 
recreation  develooraents  to  concentrate  use. 


(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation: 
semi - prirai tive  non - mo  cor ized  opportunitv: 


The  area  provides  priiiiarilv 


ROS  Class- 


Acres 


Semi- Primitive  Mon-Motorized  vSPNM)  21,S22 

Semi  -  Pr  imi  cive  Mocorized  (,SPM)  3.720 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  980 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  17,901 


The  area  contains  eight  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  *  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


SPNM 
SPM 
RN 
RM 


260 
3  ,  700 

600 
3  .659 


7,452 
3  .  203 
3  ,062 
1.  71^ 


There  are  no  public  recreation  cabins  in  this  area.  The  chief  access  Li'.to 
Che  Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  Area  is  walking  from  roaded  and  privace   Lmds  . 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic.   Geologic,   Scientific.   Cultural):  Tliore 
are  no  specific  special   features   in  chis  roadless  area. 
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c.     AvailabiliCy  for  ManagemenC  as  Wilderness  or  Ln  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  PotenCials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:      In  the  Tongass   Land  ManagemenC  Plan 
(TLMP) ,    there   is  an  alpine   trail  planned  in  VCU  215.     The  potencijl 
exists   for  an  increase   in  big  game  hunting.      If  the  population  of 
Tenakee   increases,    the  probability  of  personal  use  of  wood  products 
will  expand. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  There  are  plans  to  install  incubator  boxes  in 
underutilized  rearing  areas  of  the  South  Fork  of  Freshwater  Creek. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  wildlife  enhancement  projects 
planned  for  the  Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  Area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  will  be  a  concined  emphasis  on  timber 
harvest,   related  access  road  construction,   and  replacement  of  bridge 
on  several  of  the  roads   for  the  APC  1986-90  and  1991-95  operating 
periods . 

(e)  Land  Use  AuChorizaCions :     Special  use  permits  are  expected  to 
continue  their  current  status.     An  increase  in  outfitter/guides  lisli 
the  area  is  probable. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  US  Geological  survey  of  1984,    identified  tlie  aro 
as  having  mineral  development  potential.     There  are  epigenetic 
(changes   in  rocks  due  to  external  influences)   and  disseminated  ap.d 
polymetallic  veins   identified  in  this  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     No  Research  Natural  Areas  exist 
the  Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  .Area  nor  anv  proposed. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  the  Tenakee  Ri.if,^^ 
Roadless  .Area  is  very  high  because   the  whole  area  falls   into   the  .Ai'C 
Long-term  Timber  Sale  area.     The  existing  nearby  road  systems  aip.a 
logging  camp  make   the  management  of  this  area  for  timber  harvest 
economical . 

(b)  Wildlife:     In  the  event  of  timber  harvest,   wildlife  managemen c 
this  area  would  not  change  except  for  the  possibility  of  enhancement 
projects. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Souths' .is  t 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences 

(e)  Land  Status:      Entirely  National   Forest  Svstoms  land. 
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d.  Relationship   Co  CoaununiCies  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Tenakee  Ridge  Ro.idle 
Area  is  not  contiguous   to  anv  other  roadless  or  wilderness  area. 
Freshwater  Bay  Roadless  Area  ^=325  )    is  located  approximately  one  mile  a'.-;a 
to   the  north  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hoonah/Kenne 1  harvest  and  road 
svstem.     The  Kennel  Creek-East  Point  harvest  units  and  road  svstem  iei-'.v.- ■ 
the  ?avlof/East  Point  Roadless  Area  (3=319)    from  the  Tenakee  Ridge  Ro.\J.:.  .- 
Area.     Game  Creek  Roadless  Area  (323)    is  approximately  one-half  to 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  away  and  separated  by  roads  and  harvest  i;:-.:'.. 
the   Indian  River  drainage. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles        Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  42  70 

Tenakee  Spr  (Pop.  95)  1  0 

Hoonah      .  (Pop.  960)  22  58 

Angoon  (Pop.  639)  28  32 

Tenakee  Springs   is  adjacent  to  the  Tenakee  Ridge  Roadless  Area  and  has 
regular  Alaska  Marine  Highway  service. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:  The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a  prop.^s 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  inir;ai:L\' 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:  Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  witii 
the  Tenakee  Springs  population,  the  residents  of  Kennel  Creek  Loggin 
camp,  and  community  of  Hoonah.  The  residents  of  Tenakee  Springs  b.as 
an  interest  in  this  area  because  subsistence  use  is  highly  valued  lp. 
the     area  and  this   roadless  area  is  used  for  collecting  wood  Locai'ilv 

The   local   issues  concerning  this  area  are   the  continued  lia  rve  s  t  i  lu-.  .; 
roading  of  the  forest  lands,    the  effects  on  fisheries  and  wildLifo 
habitat  caused  by  logging,   maintaining  the  visual  quality  of 
high- interest  areas,   maintaining  lifestyles,    the   location  of  log 
transfer  facilities,    the  distribution  of  harvest  volume  classes,  and 
the  tradeoffs  between  environmental  protection  measures  and  the 
economics  of  the  harvest  activities. 

e.  Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N/XWE:     Game  Creek  (  323)  ACRES   (GROSS):     88,612         ACRES   (NFS):     6^  .O-^o 

GEOZONE:     C02  and  C04 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  24 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  .Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Racing 

ConunenCs 

Pt.  Frederick 

202* 

22 

Seagull  Creek 

203* 

21 

Game  Creek 

204* 

23 

Freshwater  Bay 

215* 

25 

Freshwater  Ck. 

216* 

Not  rated 

in 

19 

79 

Tenakee  Springs 

220* 

Not  rated 

in 

I^ 

70 

Whip  Station 

221* 

Not  rated 

in 

19 

7  9 

Sand  Station 

222* 

13 

*--The  roadless 

area  includes 

onlv  part  of  this 

VCU.  - 

(2)  History:     Port  Frederick  is  adjacent  to  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area  .mc 
was  named  in  1794  by  Captain  Vancouver.     At  the  time  of  Euroamerican 
contact,    the  Hoonah  and  Angoon  Tlingit  used  this  area  of  Chichagof  Island. 
Villages  and  sites  for  seasonal  hunting,   fishing,   and  collecting  accivici.o 
were  located  throughout  the  area.     The  forest  archaeologist  has  identified 
a  Native  village  site,   cache  pits,   shell  middens  piles,   and  an  old 
smokehouse/cabin  in  VCU's  203  and  204.       Petroglyphs  and  Native  buriaL 
sites  can  be  found  in  VCU's  215  and  220. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Game  Creek  Roadless  .Area   is   located   in  ch^> 
middle  of  Chichagof  Island.     To  the  north  are  Huna  Totem  and  Sealaska 
Corporation  lands  and  the  town  of  Hoonah.     To  the  south  and  southeast 
areTenakee  Inlet  and  a  small  portion  of  the  Tenakee  Springs  townsite 
boundary.     The  western  side  of  this  roadless  area  is  bounded  by  Port 
Frederick . 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wildeme  ss  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)  was   the  svsCcra  usod   Co   rati^  tlio 
wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  Che  Roadless  Area  Review  .iiul 
Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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Tenakee  Springs  and  Hoonah  are   che  closest  communities   to   the  Game  Creek 
Roadless  Area.      Both  communities  have  Marine  Highway  and   regular  scheduled 
olane  service.     Access   into   the  area  from   these  communities   is  primarily 
through  using  the   road  svstem   from  Hoonah  and   then  walking,    or  by  wa.lKir.g 
from  Tenakee  Springs. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area   is  mounta  ir.oi'.:- 
with  one   large  U-shaped  vallev   in  the  northwest  corner  and  manv  V  -  s  p.  p^.- d 
vallevs.      The  northern  area   is  mostly  mountain  ridges  but  Upper  Came  .r.'..: 
Seagull  drainages  provude  wide,   open  areas  with  heavv  ridge  svstor.is 
southeast  and  west   in  the  central  portion  of  this  roadless  area.  .;'ie 
Creek  Roadless  Area  also  contains  part  of  the  Freshwater  drainage.   A  ;-.c.i'.-v 
ridge  system  running  northwest  to  southeast  with  some  associated  flat 
ground  is  located  in  the  southern  portion  of  this  roadless  area.     Most  of 
the  valleys  have  streams   that  flow  year  round.     There  are  44  miles  of 
saltwater  shoreline  and  2.679  acres  of  beach.     A  portion  of  the  area  is 
alpine  tundra   (3,298  acres)   and  rock  (1,419  acres).     There  are  60  acres  of 
small  islands  and  20  acres  of  freshwater  lakes. 

(5)  Ecosyscem: 

(a)  Glassif icacion:     The  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area  is   in  the  Morthern 
Interior  Islands  geographic  province.     In  this  province,    the  coastline 
is  protected  from  the  full   force  of  the  storms,   unlike   the  outer 
coast.   These   islands  have  a  colder  climate,   highly  dissected 
topography,   and  an  extensive  alpine  environment.      Productive  toresto^i 
areas  are  highly  fragraen^^d  and  usually  concentrated  on  ove  rs  tee  pev.oi.; 
slopes  and  on  valley  bottoms. 

(b)  VegeCacion:     Western  hemlock  -  S  i  tka  spruce   forests  domitKite  t;-.o 
overstory  of  the  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area.     The  understory   is  comco^^^^i 
of  shrubs  such  as  red  huckleberry,    rusty  menziesia.   and  devil's  cLiii.v 
The  forest  floor  is  covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses,  liverworts, 
deerhearc,   bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delight,   and  skunk  cabbage. 
Streamside  riparian  vegetation  is  characterized  by  salmonberrv, 
devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 

There  are  1,419  acres  of  muskegs   in  the  Game  Creek  Roadless  .Are.i  . 
These  areas  are  dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,   sedges,   and  shrubs  oc 
the  heath  family,   and  are   interspersed  among  low  elevation  timber 
stands  where  drainage   is  restricted.     Trees  are  sparse  and  consist 
mainly  of  stunted  hemlock,    lodgepole  pine,   and  Alaska-cedar. 

Common  marine  planes   in  the  near- shore  waters   include  brown,    red  and 
green  algae,   and  eelgrass.     Tideflats  are  found  at  the  heads  of  many 
of  the  bays  and  are  usually  associated  with  stream  estuaries.  The 
tideflats  generally  support  sea  milkwort,   glasswort,   and  algae.  Seach 
meadows  occur  between  the  shore  and  the   forest.      Lower  beach  meadows 
are  composed  of  beach  rvegrass,    reed  bent  grass,   hairgrass.  fescj.e 
grass,   beach  lovage  ,    goose   tongue,   and  sedges.      Upper  beach  me>;dow 
plants   include  yarrow,    bedstraw,    starwort,    ferns,   western  c  o 'n.;:i'.n  i '.'.o  . 
and  cow  parsnip.     Oregon  crabapple,   alder,   devil's  club.   .iiid.     li;cbo : 
occur  along  the  border  of  the  beach  meadow  and   the  forest. 
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There  are  approximate  Iv  3I,L21  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  3-',LS7 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land. 
29,111  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  6,657  acres  are  riparijp. 
old  growth. 

°  At  elevations   generally  above   2,000   feet,    the   plant  coiiunun  i  t  Les  rrsi 
characterized  by  low  shrubs,   grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  forests 
and  meadows  occur  at  the,  interface  between  the   forested  communities 
and  the  alpine  tundra. 

(c)  Soils:      In   this   roadless  area,    glacial  historv  has  plaveu 
important  part   in   the  placement  and  character  of  soil  parent 
material.     The  development  of  soils   is   influenced  by  high  levels  of 
rainfall,   cool  summer  ceraperacures ,   a  shore  growing  season  and 
raoderacely  low  soil  temperatures.       Because  of  the  high  rainfall  in 
this  area,    the  available  nutrients  can  be  leached  rapidly  and  exposed 
mineral  soils  are  subject  to  erosion. 

There  are  shallow  soils  with  good  drainage  on  the  steeper  slopes.  Tb.e 
upper  soils   tend  to  be  eroded  by  rainwater  runoff.     Deep,   we  1 1  -  dm  Lne^t 
soils  occur  below  shallow  soils  on  gender  slopes  where  transported 
soil  materials  have  collected. 

The  poorly-drained  soils  in  Seagull  Creek  and  Upper  Game  Creek  are 
associated  with  low  relief  and  impermeable  subsurface   layers.  In 
locations  with  poor  drainage,   deep  organic  soils   (muskegs')    tend  to 
form.     This  situation  occurs  where  the  soil  material   fails   to  provL^ie 
sufficient  internal  drainage  or  where  topography  prevents  external 
drainage .  '  * 

Since   these  soil  materials   tend  to  be  wet  and  have  been  associated 
with  lower  bearing  strengths,    these  areas  are  generally  not 
well-suited  for  road  construction.     Drainage   improves  with  increased 
slope  gradient.     However,   as  slopes  become  overs  teepened ,   soil  depti-'.s 
become  much  shallower.     In  riparian  areas,   soils  tend  to  contain  s.;tid 
and  gravels  as  a  result  of  flood  deposition. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  t!-,e 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (,1979)   and  bv  the  .Alaska  Department  o  c 
Fish  and  Game  in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   i,19S3V  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

One  VCU  which  is  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish,  Tenakee  Sprii'.gs 
(220).     VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish  are  Came 
Creek  (204),   Freshwater  Bay  (215),   and  Freshwater  Creek  (,216).  VCU's 
rated  as  highly  valued  estuaries  include  Tenakee  Springs   (,220V  Whip 
Station  (221)  and  Sand  Station  (222). 

Game  Creek  is  a  major  anadromous  stream.     Seagull  Creek  has  some  pi;'.k 
and  coho  production.     There  are  manv  headwater   tributaries  withi;i  ls 
roadless  area  for  the   large   f  ish  -  produc  ing  streams   locvited   m  sJ.i.x^cw: 
roaded  areas.     These   include  North  and  South  Fork  of  Fro sb.w.i to r  Jrooi^ 
and  Indian  River.      Dollv  Varden  mav  occur   in   this  area. 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  Upper  Game  Creek  area  has  been  IdenciLied 
as  having  importanc  wildlife  habitat.     Critical  deer  winter  range  is 
located  along  Port   Frederick  on   the  western  boundary  of  the  Gaine  Croek 
Roadless  Area.     Bald  eagles  use   this  shoreline   to  roost  and  nest. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     This   roadless  area  contains 
no  known   resident   threatep.ed  or  endangered  species.      However,  it 
provides  habitat   for  the  Peale's  peregrine   falcon  as   it  passes  th.rough 
the   forests  during  the   spring  and  fall  migration   flights.     This  c'alcop. 
is  currently  on  the   Federal  Endangered  and  Threatened  Species  List. 

(6)  CurrenC  Use  and  Management:     This   roadless  area  is  completely  within 
in  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporacion  Long-term  Timber  Sale  Concracc  Area.  VCU's 
202,   215,   and  220  (Cocaling  13,715  acres)  were  designated  as  a  LUD  3   in  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  in  1979.     The  emphasis  is  on  managing  for  uses 
and  activities   in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide  the 
greatest  combination  of  benefits.     These  areas  have  either  high  use  or  high 
amenity  values   in  conjunction  with  high  commodity  values.     These   lands  mav 
include  concentrated  recreational  developments.     Allowances   in  calculated 
potencial  timber  yield  have  been  made  to  meet  multiple  objectives.      Part  or 
VCU  220  was  excluded  from  the   timber  yield  calculation  because  of  the  close 
proximity  to  the  townsite  boundary  of  Tenakee  Springs. 

Five  VCU's   (57,730  acres)  were  designated  as  LUD  4.     These  lands  are 
managed  for  a  variety  of  uses.     Opportunities  are  to  be  provided  nor 
intensive  resource  use  and  development  where  emphasis   is  primarilv  on 
commodity  or  market  resources.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential  ti:;;ber 
yield  have  been  made   to  provide   for  protection  of  physical  and  biologic.;!, 
produc  tivi  tv . 

No  public  recreation  cabins  are  located  within  this   roadless  area,  alth.ougi'. 
there  is  a  cabin  at  nearby  Salt  Lake  Bay.     No   formal   trails  are  Located 
within  the  roadless  area. 

Recreation  activities   taking  place   in  this  roadless  area  are  waterfowl 
hunting,   hiking,   saltwater  shore   fishing,   beachcombing,   kayaking,  strea.ni 
fishing,   dispersed  camping,   picnicking,   viewing  wildlife/'f ish .  viewii^.g 
scenery,   big  game  hunting,   nature  study,   viewing  from  marine  access, 
boating,   gathering  forest  products,   cross-country  skiing,   small  game 
hunting,   upland  bird  hunting,   and  powerboat  use.     Outfitter  guides  also  ;;so 
this  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area  iias 
not  been  heavily  modified.     The  visual  character  type  of  this  area  is 
Admiralty-Chichagof .     The  landforms  in  this  area  are  generally  rounded  wich 
mountain  elevations  vary  from  2,300-3,400  feet.     Upper  slopes  and  sun;iiiLts 
appear  barren  from  a  distance,   but  offer  a  variety  of  alpine  vegetation  a>s 
well  as  numerous  rock  outcroppings . 

The  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area  has  rockv  shorelines  interspersed  wich  s;;;k\Ll 
gravel  beaches.  Streams  are  larger  and  longer  in  this  area  ch.tn  on  otl-.ei 
islands  of  Southeast  Alaska.  Tidal  meadows  associated  with  esCu.irLes  a.re 
common  in  this   roadless  area. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31.  1990 


Fourceen  percent  of  the  acreage   in  the  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area  was 
inventoried  Variety  Class  A     D is t inc tive )  ,    57  percent  of  this  roadless  are 
was   inventoried  in  Variety  Class  B  (Common)   and  29  percent  of  was 
inventoried   in  Varietv  Class  C   (Minimal  Variety). 

The  majoritv     5  5  percent"*   of  this  roadless  area  is   in  Existing  Visual 
Condition   [EVC^    I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 
Two  percent  of   the  acreage   is    in  EVC   III,   where  changes   to   the  landscape 
are  noticed  bv  che  average  person  but  the  natural  appearance  of  the 
landscape   re;r.ains   Join ir.ar. t  .      Six  percent  of  the  acreage   is    in  EVC   IV.  ■.■:b.[s 
are  areas   in  which  changes   in  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the 
average  person  and  ;iiav  j.:iztJ.cZ  some  attention.     There  appear   to  be 
disturbances  but  they  resemble  natural  patterns.     Thirty-seven  percent  Ls 
in  EVC  V  where  changes  in  the  landscape  are  obvious  Co  the  average  person 
and  chose  changes  appear  to  be  major  disCurbances . 

(3)     Surroundings  (External  Influences) :     To  Che  norch  of  this  area  are 
Huna  Tocera  and  Sealaska  private  lands.     These  lands  have  been  and  are  be  in 
roaded  and  harvested.     To  the  northeast,   the  roadless  area  borders  the 
Hoonah  road  syscem  and  harvescing  in  che  Norch  Fork  of  Freshwater  Creek. 
The  Hoonah  road  system  conCinues  ease  and  souCh  Co  Che  Kennel  Creek  loggin 
camp  and  Che  Indian  River  drainage.     This  road  syscem  is  che  boundary  of 
Che  soucheasc  corner  of  the  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area  where   the  towns ite  of 
Tenakee  Springs  begins.     Tenakee  Inlet  bounds   che  souchern  shoreline  of 
Chis  roadless  area.     Pasc  beach  logging  has  occurred  from  the  Tenakee 
Springs  townsite  boundary  norchwesc  to  the  end  of  VCU  221.     The  roadless 
area  boundary  in  adjacenc  VCU  222  is  formed  by  che  Sale  Lake  Bay  road 
syscera.     This  road  syscem  accessed  uniCs  harvesced  in  che  mid-19S0's.' 

Hoonah  and  Tenakee  Springs  are  on  che  .Alaska  Marine  Highwav  route  .  TI'...^ 
Game  Creek  Roadless  .Area  can  easily  be  accessed  from  both  of  these   towp.s  :^ 
using  existing  road  systems  and/or  walking.     There   is  also  sciieduled  pL.uu> 
service  into  Hoonah,   Tenakee  Springs,   Kennel  Creek,   and  Eiglit  Fathom  Sig!-.: 
logging  camps.     Direct  access  by  powerboat  and  walking  is  possible  from 
Pore  Frederick  and  Tenakee  Inlec. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Incerest:     The  Game  Creek  Roadies 
Area,   Seagull  Creek  and  Upper  Game  Creek  basins  have  unusually  Large 
muskegs.     These  subsCanCial  openings  creace  an  environmenc   for  many  .iiv! 
varied  recreacion  opportunities,   especially  hunting  and  hiking.     Game  Cree 
is  a  major  anadromous  and  resident  fishing  stream.     The  area  contains  LL 
inventoried  recreation  places  which  contains  26,760  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  Game  Creek  Roadies 
Area  is  bounded  by  road  systems  on  all  sides:     Hoonah,   Game  Creek.  Indian 
River  and  Salt  Lake  Bay.     Huna  Totem  private  lands.    Port  Frederick,  and 
Tenakee  Inlet  are  also  adjacent  to  this  area.     Management   in  a  roadless 
state  or  wilderness   is  feasible. 

(2)  .  Natural  Integrity:  The  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area  has  not  boon  I'.o.ivilv 
modified  and   the  natural   integrity  of  the  area   is  maintained. 
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(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  high  opportunitv  for  solicude  in 
chis  area  becveen  centers  of  human  activity.      Even   chough   chere  are  road 
svscems   surrounding  chis   roadless  area,    cwo  of  che   svscems  are   noc  readilv 
accessible  from  populaced-  areas  and  vehicles  musC  be  broughc   in  bv  boacs. 
The  recreation  accivicies   caking  place  in  chis  roadless  area  are  di'spersed 
and  encounters  wich  ocher  parcies  are   infrequenC.     The  Game  Greek  Roadless 
Area  is  being  considered  for  logging  and  roading  in  che  SupplemenCal 
Environmental  Impact  Scacemenc   for  19SI-35  and  19S6-90  Alaska  Pulp 
Gorporation  Long-cerm  Timber  Sale  Goncracc.      If   chis   EIS   is  approved,  ciie 
noise  from  chose  operacions  would  definicely  effecc  chis  area. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
Semi - Primi cive  Non-Motorited  recreation  opportunities  as   invencoried  wich 
the  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  system. 

ROS  Class  ACRES 

Primitive   I   i.Pl)  21,204 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  1.641 

,    Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Mocorized  (SPNM)  38,734 

Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  4,159 

The  area  contains  ten  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

RN  3  •         1,681  7,914 

SPNM  3  10,732  7,331 


SPM  4  4,399 


■1 


The  nearest  public   recreacion  cabin   Co   che  Game  Greek  Roadless  Area   is  -i  c 
Salt  Lake  Bay.     The  Seagull  drainage  landforra  allows  easv  walking  acc^sss  Cv 
chis  roadless  area  from  Port  Frederick.     The   large  muskegs   in  che  Game 
Creek  Roadless  Area  provide  a  feeling  of  expanse  for  miles.     Once  a  c  c  e  s  s  0 1.1 
the  ridge  system  co  che  north  and  south  provides  a  verv  isolated 
experience . 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural);  The 
Seagull  Creek  and  Upper  Game  Greek  areas  are  geologicallv  incerescinc 
because  of  cheir  obvious  glacially  caused  U-shaped  vallevs.     The  valLev 
very  wide   in  che  bottom  and  has  steep  side  walls   Co  che  notch  and  souci-. . 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Gondicion 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     The  Tongass  Land  Managemenc  Plan  proposed 
che  construction  of  an  alpine  trail  in  VCU  204.      Increased  huncin^. 
fishing,   and  dispersed  camping  are  possible   in  che  Game  Greek  So.idLos^ 
Area.      Because   che  Game  Greek  Road  svscem   is  closed   Co  vehLcLi.=  s. 
dispersed  camping   in   chac  area  mav   increase.      Bear  huncers  will   -.'.or  Iv^ 
able  Co  access   chis  area  bv  driving. 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:     TLMP  proposed  building  of  a  fish  passage  in 
Freshwater  Creek  drainage. 

Lake  Creek,    identified  as  underutilized  fisheries  habitat,    is  be  Ltig 
considered  for  sockeye  salmon  incubation  boxes.     .A  possible  woodv 
debris  enhancement  project  also  exists  in  the  Game  Creek  Drainage. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     TLMP  proposed  that  if  logging  occured  in 
VCU's  203,    204,    215,   and  216,    riparian  cover  would  be  planted  to 
improve  wildlife  habitat. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are   29,131  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes  5,398  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  20,375  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

The  emphasis  in  this  area  continues  to  be  timber  harvest,  related 
access  road  construction,   and  replacement  of  bridges  on  several  of  the 
roads  for  the  APC  1986-90  and  1991-95  harvest  areas. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     The  current  special  use  permits  will 
probably  continue.     An  increased  in  outfi tter/ guide  use  of  this  area 
is  predicted. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  Geological  Survey  conducted  in  1984   identified  the 
Game  Creek  Roadless  Area  as  having  mineral  development  potential. 
There  are  epigenetic  and  disseminated  and  polymetallic  veins 
identified  in  this  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  No  Research  Natural  .Areas  exist  or 
are  proposed  for  the  Game  Creek  Roadless  .Area. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     Because  the  entire  Game  Creek  Roadless  .Area  falls  iv.zo 
the  APC  Long-term  Timber  Sale  Area,   the  potential  for  managing  zixoei' 
in  this  roadless  area  is  very  high.     The  existing  nearby  road  svstetiis 
and  logging  camp  at  Kennel  Creek  make  the  management  of  this  area  for 
timber  harvest  economical. 

(b)  Wildlife:     The  wildlife  management  would  not  change  except  for 
the  possibility  of  enhancement  projects. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(e)  Land  Status:     There   is  one  native  selection  in  the  Game  Creek 
Roadless  Area. 
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Relationship   to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Uildemess  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     No  roadless  or 
wilderness  areas  are  contiguous   to  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area.  Nearby 
roadless  areas  are   Freshwater  Bay  (=^325)   and  Tenakee  Ridge   i,  =  32I^   but  ch 
two  areas  are  separated  from  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area  by  roaded  and 
harvested  areas. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances    from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  40  58 

Hoonah  (Pop.         960)  7  7 

Tenakee  Spr  (Pop.  95)  0  1 

The  nearest  Alaska  Marine  Highway  service  is  at  Tenakee  Springs.  Hoonah 
also  has   ferry  service  and  this  roadless  area  can  be  accessed  from  the 
Hoonah  road  system. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  Game  Creek  Roadless  Area  has  not  been 
identified  as  a  proposed  moratorium  area  or  as  Wilderness  in 
legislative  initiatives   to  date. 


(b)     Local  users/residents:     Most  of  the  use   in  this   roadless  are,! 
associated  with   the  populations  of  Tenakee  Springs   and  Hoonah. 
Boating,   driving  and  walking  are  all  used  to  hunting  access   froii;  ri'. 
communities.     The  outfitter  and  guides  use  Game  and  Seagull  C^'coks 
hunting  purposes  and  therefor  has  concerns  about  their  businesses. 

The  local   issues  concerning  this  area  are  continuing  harvestii-ig  .;nd 
roading  of  the   timber  lands,    the  effects  on  fisheries  and  wildlife 
habitat  caused  bv  logging,   maintaining  the  visual  quality  of  higli 
interest  areas,   maintaining  lifestyles,    location  of  log  transfer 
facilities,    the  distribution  of  harvest  volume  classes  and  the 
tradeoffs  between  environmental  protection  measures  and  the  economi 
of  the  harvest  activities. 


The  majority  of  the  people  in  Tenakee  Springs  and  a  significant 
portion  of  people  in  Hoonah  consider  this  section  of  land  as  a 
subsistence  area.     People  from  these  communities  hunt  and  gather 
forest  products  for  everyday  use  as  well  as   for  native  arts  and 
crafts.     Both  communities   feel  there  has  been  a  reduction  of  chese 
types  of  natural  resources.     These  feelings  are  caused  bv  the 
extensive  roading  and  harvesting  around  their  communities  bv  Alaska 
Pulp  Corporation  on  National   Forest  system   lands  and   the  native 
corporations  of  Huna  Totem  and  Sealaska  on   their  lands. 
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Anocher  concern  of  Tenakee  Springs   is  the  connecting  of  the  Indian 
River  road  system  to   the  Hoonah  road  system.     Tenakee  Springs  a  small 
community  accessed  bv  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  system,    small  boats 
and  regularlv  scheduled  plane  service.     The  people  fear  they  will  lose 
their  isolated  lifestvles  with  the  connections  of  these   two  road 
SYS  tems . 

There   is  also  a  significant  group  of  people  in  Hoonah  that  would  like 
to  see   the  Came  Creek  Roadless  Area  developed.     These  people  feel 
developing  this  area  would  stabilize   the  economy  of  their  town  bv 
providing  work  for  the  existing  logging  camp  at  Hoonah. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  I^TER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Pleasant  Island  (324)  ACRES  (GROSS):     12,239         ACRES   (NFS):  12,239 

GEOZONE:  C07 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 
a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Racing  Connnents 

Porpoise  Is.  120C  19 

Pleasant  Is.  185C  18 

(2)  History:      There  is  no  recorded  pre-European  use  of  the  Pleasant 
Island/Porpoise  Islands  area.     However,   considering  the  resources 
available,  probable  early  uses  were  hunting  and  gathering.     Temporary  camps 
were  likely.     Pleasant  Island  was  named  in  1879  by  S.   Hall  Young  who  was 
traveling  with  naturalist  John  Muir  en  route  from  Hoonah  to  Glacier  Bay. 
Steve  Kane  operated  a  fox  farm  on  Porpoise  Island  in  about  1923.  During 
World  War  II,   Porpoise  Island  was  found  to  have  the  most  toxic  clams  in 
Southeast  Alaska;   these  toxins  were  extracted  for  use  during  the  war. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  evaluation  area  consists  of  Pleasant  Island 
and  the  Porpoise  Islands,   located  north  of  Chichagof  Island  and 
approxiamtely  two  miles  south  of  the  mainland.     It  is  surrounded  by  Icy 
Strait  and  Icy  Passage.     The  town  of  Gustavus  and  Glacier  Bay  National 
Monument  (GBNM)   lie  to  the  north  across  Icy  Passage.     Excursion  Inlet  is  co 
the  northeast  and  the  Chilkat  Peninsula  to  the  east. 

The  closest  communities  to  this  evaluation  area  are  Gustavus  and  Hoonah. 
Both  of  these  towns  have  regular  charter  plane  service  and  Hoonah  is  on  the 
the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  ferry  route. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was   the  nation-wide  system  used 
to  rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(4)     Geography  and  Topography:     The  islands  in  che  Pleasant  Island  Roadless 
Area  are  somewhat  different  from  the  larger  islands  in  Southeast  Alaska. 
The  coastline  is  protected  from  full  force  of  storms,   unlike   the  outer 
coast.     Terrain  relief  is  not  great;    it  is  characterized  by  flat 
streamcourses  and  rolling  hills,  with  a  maximum  elevation  of  about  800  feet 
at  the  Knob  on  Pleasant  Island.     Terrain  features  have  been  highly  modified 
by  glaciation.     The  short  streamcourses  follow  meandering  courses,  in 
broad,   flat  floodplains  to  saltwater.     Their  headwaters  lay  in  somewhat 
steeper,   narrower  valleys.     There  are  several  small  lakes  scattered  about 
the  area. 

Pleasant  Island  consists  of  a  relatively  young  lava  flow  overlaying  a  much 
older  formation.     Pleasant  Island  was  not  glaciated  in  the  neoglacial 
advance  on  the  mainland  and  serves  as  a  contrast  with  the  more  recently 
glaciated  area  around  Glacier  Bay.     Several  tidal  meadows  of  varying  sizes 
are  found  in  this  area.     The  islands  generally  exhibit  a  combination  of 
muskeg  openings,  brush  and  scattered  tree  cover. 

The  Porpoise  Islands  are  of  the  same  origin  and  share  general  features. 
The  terrain  is  flat  and  reaches  little  more  than  200  feet  at  the  highest 
points . 

There  are  20  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline,   1,220  acres  of  beach,   and  100 
acres  of  freshwater  lakes. 


(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Classification:     The  roadless  area  is  in  the  Northern  Interior 
Island  Geographic  Province.     These  islands  have  a  colder  climate  than 
the  outer  islands  and  have  a  distinctive  fauna.     Pleasant  Island  and 
the  Porpoise  Islands  are  not  typical  of  the  province.  Mountains 
elevations  are  very  different  from  the  geotype  in  that  they  do  not 
reach  above  800  feet.     Rocky  shorelines  interspersed  with  small  gravel 
beaches  are  found  within  this  area.     Streams  within  the  province  are 
generally  larger  and  longer  than  on  other  islands  of  Southeast  Alaska: 
this  characteristic  is  not  shown  because  of  the  small  size  of  che 
islands  involved.     Saltwater  estuaries  are  present,  but  do  not  exhibit 
much  variety  in  shapes  and  sizes.     Tidal  meadows  of  varying  sizes  are 
found  in  this  area. 


(b)     Vegetation:     Western  hemlock  and  Sitka  spruce  dominate  the 
overstory  of  the  Pleasant  Island  Roadless  Area.     The  understory  is 
composed  of  shrubs  such  as  red  huckleberry,   rusty  menziesia,  and 
devil's  club.     The  forest  floor  is  covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses, 
liverworts,   deerheart,  bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delight,   and  skunk 
cabbage.     Strearaside  riparian  vegetation  is  characterized  by 
salmonberry,   devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,   ferns,   and  currants. 

Muskegs,   dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,   sedges,   and  shrubs  of  che  heach 
family,   are  interspersed  among  low  elevation  timber  stands  where 
drainage   is  restricted.     Trees  are  sparse  and  consist  mainly  of 
stunted  hemlock,    lodgepole  pine,   and  Alaska-cedar. 
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Tide   flats   in  the   Pleasant  Island  Roadless  Area  are   found  at   the  heads 
of   the  bavs   and  estuaries,    and  support  sea  milkwort,    glasswort,  ani.i 
algae.      3each  meadows  occur  between   the   shore  and   the   forest.  Lower 
beach  meadows  are  composed  of  beach  rvegrass,    reed  bent  grass, 
hairgrass ,    fescue  grass,    beach   lovage ,    goose   tongue,    and  sedges. 
Upper  beach  meadow  plants   include  yarrow,    bedstraw,    starwort.  ferns, 
western  columbine,   and  cow  parsnip.     Oregan  crabapple,    alder,   devil' i 
club,    and  blueberrv  occur  along  the  border  of  the  beach  meadow  and  th.w 
f o  re  s  t . 

There  are   approximately   12.09*^  acres  of   forested   lands,    of  which   3  .  ~  I  ■"' 
acres  are  classified  as  commercial  forest  land  i,CFL)  .     There  are   I  .  3  i^l 
acres  classified  as  riparian  oldgrowch  and  3,440  acres  as  nonriparian 
oLdgrowch.     Approximate ly  20  acres  are  classified  as  muskeg;  however, 
muskeg  may  be  interspersed  within  other  types  in  units   too  small  to 
map.     Therefore,    the  acreage   for  muskeg  may  be  substantially 
understated. 

(c)  Soils:     The  development  of  soils   is   influenced  by  high  levels  of 
rainfall,   cool  summer  temperatures,   a  shore  growing  season  and 
moderately  low  soil  temperatures.     Under  such  conditions,  organic 
matter  decomposes  slowly  and  tends   to  accumulate   in  areas  where   it  is 
being  produced  or  deposited. 

^    The   island  was  not  covered  in  the  last   ice  advance   from  Glacier  Bay. 
The  ecosystems  of  the   island  and  mainland  are  markedly  differei'.t 
because  of  this  phenomena.     The  Forest  Service.   National   F^rk  Service, 
and  a  number  of  university  systems  have  cooperative   field  researcii 
projects  on   the   island.      Radiocarbon  dating  suggests   some  of  tlie  bog 
basins  may  be  greater  than  l-4.,000  years  old. 

The  roadless  area  has  generally  poor ly - drained  soils  which  are 
associated  with  low  relief  and  impermeable  subsurface   layers.  lii 
locations  with     poor  drainage,   deep  organic  soils   (muskegs')    tend  to 
form.     This  situatin  occurs  where  the  soil  material  fails  to  provide 
sufficient  internal  drainage  or  where   topography  prevents  extern.al 
drainage . 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     There  are   four  Pacific  salmon  (.sockeve,  colio, 
pink  and  chum)   valuable   for  commercial,    subsistence  and  sport  fishini; 
chat  spawn  and  rear   in  these  waters.     Other  species   include  steelhe.u; 
CrouC,   Dolly  Varden  char,   stickleback  and  smelt.     King  salmon  are 
important  in  Icy  Strait.     Near-shore  saltwater  fisheries   include  cr.ib. 
clams,   sablefish  and  rockfishes. 

Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the  Tongass  Land  .Mana^,ement 
Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Came   i^ADF^C^  i\\ 
their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).     These  ratings  describe 
the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport   fish,   commercial   fish  and  estuaries. 

VCU   120C   rated  high   for  sport   fish  values.     VCU's   130C  and   IS5C  r.ir.-d 
high  for  commercial   fisheries  values.     There  are  no  highlv  r.irod 
estuaries . 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Pleasanc   Island  supports  a  s  ig.ni  f  leant 
population  of  Sitka  Black-tailed  deer,'  bald  eagles  and  Vancouver 
Cdnada  geese.      Habitat   tvpes   identified   for   the  evaluation  area 
include  old  growth,    forested,   deer  winter  range,    inland  wetland,  be.ic:; 
fringe,   estuarine   fringe,   and  streamside  riparian. 

Other  wildlife  species   include  pine  marten,    land  otter  and  mink,  as 
well  as   smaller  mairir.als   and  several  amphibians.     There  are  few 
resident  bird  species:   however,    the  area  is  used  bv  oianv  migrator-.' 
species,    including  waterfowl.     Sport  and  subsistence  deer  huntir.g  l.^- 
verv   important   in   this  area. 

HabiCaC  for  black-Cailed  deer,   brown  bear  and  red  squirrel  totals 
12,239  acres.     Invencoried  habicac  for  ocher  management  indicator 
species   include  mouncain  goac,   black  bear  and  pine  marten   (ISO  acres 
each) . 

(f)  ThreaCened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
resident  threatened  or  endangered  species.     This  area  has  been 
identified  as  having  habitats  for  two ■ migrating  endangered  species. 
The  American  peregrine  falcon  passes  through  the  forests  during  the 
spring  and  fall  migration  flights  and  the  humpback  whale  inhabits 
nearby  waters.     A  sensitive  species,    the  bald  eagle,   commonly  uses  the 
islands  for  roosting  and  nesting. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  ManagemenC:     VCU  135   (12,059  acres)   was  designated 
Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   2   in  the  Tongass  Land  Managei^nt  Plan  i,TLMP">  in 
1979.     These  lands  are   to  be  managed  in  a  roadless  state   to  retain  tlieir  , 
wildland  character,   but  this  would  permit  wildlife  and  fish  habitat 
improvement  and  primitive  recreational   facility  development.  This 
designation  excluded:    roads,   except  for  specifically  authorized  uses: 
timber  harvesting,   except  for  controlling  insect  infestations  or  to  protect 
other  resource  values;   and  major  concentrated  recreational  facilities. 

VCU  120  (180  acres)  was  designated  as  a  LUD  3  in  TLMP  in  1979.  The 
emphasis  was  on  managing  for  uses  and  activities   in  a  compatible  and 
complementary  manner  to  provide   the  greatest  combination  of  benefits 
These  areas  have  either  high  use  or  high  amenity  values   in  conjunction  wit';', 
high  commodity  values.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential   timber  vioLd 
have  been  made   to  meet  multiple  objectives.     These   lands  raav  include 
concentrated  recreational  developments. 

The  recreation  activities  taking  place  in  this  area  include  marine  wildlLfo 
and  scenery  viewing,  beachcombing,   saltwater  kayaking,  hiking,  dispersed 
camping,   picnicking  and  big  game  hunting. 

No  special  use  permits  have  been  issued  for  specific  use  of  the  evaluation 
area;   however,    the  area  is  used  by  several  outfitter/guides,   such  as 
sea-kayakers . 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  has  been  b.-isicallv 
unmodified  bv  human  influence. 
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The  evaluacion  area  is   invencoried  as   13  percenc  Variecy  Class  A 
( Dis  cinctive )  ,   and  S7  percenc  Variety  Class  C   (.Minimal )  .     The  entire 
evaluacion  area   is   inventoried  as  an  Existing  Visual  Condition   {EVO  I. 
which  appears  uncouched  by  human  accivicy. 

(S)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):  GusCavus  is  locaced  to  the  nor 
three  miles  across  lev  Passage;  Glacier  Bay  National  Park  is  north  ot  ti^ 
town.  Gustavus  has  regular  jet  ser^/ice  in  the  summer  season  and  regular 
small  plane  service  during  the  winter. 

Four  miles   to   the  east   is   the  Chilkat-West  Lvnn  Canal  Roadless  Area.  a;Ki 
the  small  community  of,   Excursion  Inlec.     The   town  has  year-round  small 
plane  charter  service.     A  logged  and  roaded  area  is  locaced  souch  of 
Excursion  InleC. 

To  Che  souch,   across  Icy  ScraiC,    is  che  Chichagof  Roadless  Area  and  Huna 
Tocem  and  Sealaska  Native  Lands.     The  town  of  Hoonah  is   located  17  miles 
che  soucheasc  of  che  Pleasanc  Island  area;    ic  has   regular  .Alaska  Marine 
Highway  ferry  service. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Pleasanc  Island's 
terrain  is  extremely  flac,   caused  by  old  glaciacion.     Early  white  explor 
used  chis   island  heavily  because  of  ics  easy  access  and  considered   it  a 
place  Co  reprovision  and  resC  in  che   Icy  Scraic  area.     The   Porpoise  Isl.\ 
have  old  cabins   left  from  a  fox-  farm  escablished  in  1923. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  management  o  c 
area  as  wilderness  would  be  easilv  accomplished.     The  boundaries  are  e.;s 
definable  and  manageable.     The  evaluation  area,   being  totallv  surrounded 
saltwater,   would  not  be  subjecc  Co  permanenc  influences   from  oucside   iz . 
All  external  influences  would  be  transitory  in  nature. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     Although  the  area  has  had  long- time  use  bv  che 
residents  of  Gustavus,    che  area  shows  very  liccle  human  influence. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:  Commercial  jecs  serving  Guscavus  flv  ovo 
portion  of  the  Pleasant  Island  Roadless  Area  between  June  and  August.  T 
regular  charter  service  planes  fly  over  che  area  year-round.  A  small 
fishing  fleet  from  Gustavus  uses  che  coastlines  of  these  islands.  Pleas 
Island  is  heavily  used  by  residents  of  Guscavus  for  deer  huncing,  berrv 
picking,  wood  gachering,  and  general  recreacion.  All  of  chese  accivitie 
decracc  from  the  opportunity  for  solitude. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:  The  entire  area  (12.23'-;^  acre 
provides  for  a  serai  -  primitive ,  motorized  recreation  opportunity. 

The  area  concains   two  recreacion  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.    Pl^\CES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACm'  BY  RVD 


SPM 


12,239 


2  .Ss^O 
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There  are  no  public  recreation  cabins   in  che  Pleasanc  Island  Roadless 
Area.     The  landforms  would  allow  people  to  feel  remote,   but  air  and  water 
traffic   is   too  apparent  for  this  area  to  be  considered  a  primitive 
expe  r  ience . 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  Tb.ere 
are  geological  and  scientific  research  projects  being  done  on  Pleasant 
Island  bv  the  Forest  Service  Research  Lab  and  the  National   Park  Service. 

c.     Availability   for  Management  as  Wilderness  or   in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)   Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreacion  Potencial:     The  management  objective  for  recreation 
raanageraenc,   as  seated  in  the  Amended  1985-86  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan,    is  CO  promote  no  development  but  to  emphasize  scenic,  wildlife 
and  backcountry  features . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     There  are  no  identified  fisheries  improvement 
proj.eccs. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  were  no  habitat  improvement  projects 
identified  in  che  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   as  amended. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  3,020  acres  invencoried  as 
cencacively  suicable  for  harvest.     This  includes  200  acres  of  ripacLj;- 
oldgrowch  and  2,820'acres^  of  nonriparian  oldgrowch.     The  potential  tor 
managing  timber  i^  this  roadless  area  is  estimated  to  be   low.  Tho 
large  areas  of  non : comme rc ial  timber  and  timber  wh-ich  is  margif.:;  Llv 
operable  because  of  accessibility  limits  management  potential,  ri:::bt'r 
management   is  possible,   but  may  not  be  economically  feasible,  becai'.do 
che  cimber  scands  are  noc  high  vo lurae - per  -  acre  nor  of  high  qualitv. 

No  suitable  log  transfer  facility  locations  exist. 

(e)  Land  Use  AuChorizacions :     No  special  use  permits  have  been  issiiod 
for  specific  use  of  the  evaluation  area.     However,    the  area   is  used  l^v- 
several  oucf iccer/guides .     Possible  fucure  permits  would  be  for 
subsistence  or  recreacional  facilicies  or  for  outf i tcer^'guide 
services,    such  as  sea-kayakers .     Potential   is   low  for  a  s  ignif  icaf.c 
increase  in  special  use  permits  other  than  for  incidental  use. 

(f)  Minerals:     This  area  has  been  identified  as  having  no  miner.il 
development  potencial. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  InteresC:       One  potential  Research  Natural 
Area  is  located  on  Pleasanc  Island;   ic  encompasses  che  entire  islar.d. 
The  island  is   important  as  a  field  site  for  research  concerning 
ecosystem  development  on  recencly  glaciated  land  surfaces   in  Glacier 
Bay  National  Park  (GBNP)  .     The  island  is  one  of  the  closest  areas  wirh. 
old-growth  forest,    lake  and  muskeg  ecosvstems   to  compare  with  Clio 
successional   surfaces   in  CBNP. 
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(2)     Management:  Considerations 

(a)     Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 


(b)  .  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Soutlieast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(c)  Land  Status:     There  are  no  patented  private   lands  within  clie 
roadless  area,   nor  are   there  any  encumbrances,   withdrawals  or 
restrictions  on  National  Forest  Systems  lands. 


d.     Relationship  to  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     Glacier  Bay  National 
Park  is  located  just  north  of  the  Pleasant  Island  Roadless  Area,   across  Ic 
Passage.     The  Chilkat  -  West  Lynn  Canal   (*304)   Roadless  Area  lies  four 
miles  to  the  east  across  Icy  Strait.     The  Chichagof  (^311)  Roadless  Area  i 
seven  miles  to  the  south  of  Pleasant  Island.     Eleven  miles   to   the  vest  is 
second  portion  of  Glacier  Bay  National  Monument. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23.729)  32  68 


1  0 


Gustavus       (Pop.         2  IS) 
Hoonah  (Pop.         960)  17  21 


The  nearest  stop  for  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  in  Hoonah.  The  p.ea  res  t 
commercial  air  service   is   in  Gustavus  and  Juneau. 


(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratoriuni  areas:     The  evaluation  area  is  a  part  of  the 
Pleasant/Lemesurier  Islands  moratorium  area  proposed  for  studv  as 
wilderness  area  as  described  in  S.    341   ("Wirth  Bill"'',   and  as  propo.^o 
for  wilderness   in  HR  987   ("Mratek  Bill"). 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  wl:'.i 
Gustavus  and  Hoonah  populations.     Subsistence   is  a  major  use  of  theso 

islands;  users  are  from  both  communities.  There  are  outfitter  iuiJ^^s 
who  use   this  group  of  islands   for  recreation  tourism. 

(c)  Concerns  of  Local  Residents:     Local  issues   involve  keeping 
Pleasant  Island  in  a  natural  state  for  subsistence  uses  and  for 
recreation.     Gustavus   is  surrounded  by  National  Park  on  three  sides: 
Pleasant  Island  is  considered  their  "backyard"   for  subsistence  an.d  .-..s 
an  unregulated  playground. 

e.      Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N.\iME:     Freshwater  Bay  (  325  )  ACRES   (GROSS):     72,029  ACRES  (NFS) 

GEOZONE:  C02 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  24 


a.  Descripcion 


(I)     Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  Cable  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  commencs .     This  enables 
Che  reader  Co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaluaced  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Racing  CommenCs 


Game  Creek 
Garcina  Creek 
Spasski  Creek 
First  No.  2 
SunCaheen  Creek 
False  Bay 
Gypsum  Creek 
lyoukeen  Peninsula 
Seal  Creek 
Freshwacer  Bay 


204*  23 

205*      .  20 

207*  23 

208*  19 

209*  22 

210*  21 

212*  13 

213*  13 

214*  22 

215*  25 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     Some  sites  in  the  region,    including  the  Ground  Hog  Bay  si 
on  the  Chilkac  Peninsula  and  the  Hidden  Falls  site  on  Baranof  Island, 
indicate  Chac  che  occupacion  of  SoucheasC  Alaska  daces   Co  over  9,000  ve.-, 
ago.     The  Freshwacer  Bay  Roadless  Area  is  locaced  35  miles  souch  of  cl-.e 
Ground  Hog  Bay  sice  and  50  miles  north  of  che  Hidden  Falls  sice. 

AC  che  Cime  of  Euroamerican  concacc,    che  Hoonah  and  Angoon  Tlingit  were 
using  Chis  area  of  Chichagof  Island.     Villages  and  sices  for  seasonal 
huncing,    fishing,   and  colleccing  accivities  were  locaced.     The  forest 
archaeologiscs  have  idencified  cache  pics,  bear  shell  midden  and  a 
smokehouse/cabin  in  VCU  204  on  Long  Island.     There  are  nacive  burial  sit- 
in  VCU's  205  and  210  and  pecroglyphs  in  VCU's  209  and  215. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unic)  is  one  of  867  waCersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  Che  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  AtcribuCe  Racing  System  (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  used 
race   che  wilderness  aCCribuCes  of  roadless  areas   in  che  Roadless  .Area 
Review  and  EvaluaCion   (RARE  II). 
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Some  of  Che  mosC  recenc  hiscorical  accivicies   caking  place   in  chis  roadless 
area  include   che  Gvpsum  Camel  mining  operacion.      In  che  early  I'^'OO's,  cb.ere 
was  a  gvpsum  mining  operacion   in  Gvpsum  Creek.     The   scone  was  moved  on.e 
mile  CO  che   Ivoukeen  Cove  by  rail.     A  crescle  was  builc  over  che  wacer 
2,000  feec  co  access   che  ships   for  Loading. 

(3)     LocaCion  and  Access:     This  area   is   Located  on   che   norcheasc  c  j  r:v.- 1' 
Chichagof   IsLand,      Included   in   chis  area   is   Che   norchern   s'r.oL-o  o: 
Freshwacer  3av.      To   che  norchwesc  are  H.una  Tocem  and  SeaLaska  Co  cpor.i  c  .c;-...- 
Lands,    and   che   cown  of  Hoonah.     The  soucheasc  porcion  oc    che   roauLojs  ..ir..: 
is  bordered  bv  Chacham  Scraic. 

This  area  can  be  access  from  che  Hoonah  road  system,   small  boats  and 
charter  flights.     The  nearest  Alaska  Marine  Highway  into  this  area  is  ac 
Hoonah. 


(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     This  area  is  quite  mountainous  wich  Large 
deep  stream  drainages.     Terrain  relief  ranges  sealeveL  co  more   Chan  3.-^00 
feet  in  the  far  western  corner  of  che  evaluation  unit.     Several  peaks  norrii 
of  Seal  Creek  reach  3,000   feet  or  higher.     There  are  some  flat  areas  ac  ci-.e 
head  of  Freshwater  Bay.     The  area  contains  31  miles  of  shoreline  on 
saltwater,   with  L , 900  acres  of  beach.     A  large  part  of  che  area   is  alpine 
tundra  (6,730  acres),   and  rock  (3,120  acres).     There  are  20  acres  of 
freshwater  lakes   in  the  area. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     In  che  Norchern  Interior  Island  province,  ci^.e 
coastline   is  protected  from  full   force  of  storms,   unlike   che  ouce'j 
coast.     These   islands  have  a  colder  climate,   a  highly  dissecced 
topography,   and  an  extensive  alpine  environments  wich  produccive 
forested  areas,   highlv  fragmented  and  usually  concentrated  on 
overs teepened  slopes  and  on  valley  bottoms. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Western  hemlock- S itka  spruce  forests  dominate  c'.ie 
overstory  of  this  roadless  area.     The  understorv  is  composed  of  shri'.bs 
such  as  red  huckleberry,   rusty  raenziesia,   and  devil's  club.  The 
forest  floor  is  covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses,    liverworts,  deerhearc, 
bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delight,   and  skunk  cabbage.  Screamside 
riparian  vegetation  is  characterized  by  salmonberry,   devil's  club, 
alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 

Muskegs,   dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,   sedges,   and  shrubs  of  che  he,;cb, 
family,   are  interspersed  among  low  elevation  timber  stands  where 
drainage  is  restricted.     Trees  are  sparse  and  consist  mainlv  of 
stunted  hemlock,    lodgepole  pine,   and  Alaska-cedar.     There   is  l.-kSO 
acres  of  muskeg  in  this  area.     Muskeg  is   interspersed  within  other 
types   in  units   too  small  to  map;    therefore,    the  acreage   for  muskeg  nuiv 
be  subs  tan t ial Iv  understated. 


I 
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Tideflacs  are   found  at  che  heads  of  the  bays  and  estuaries  and  are 
usually  associated  with  stream  estuaries.     The   tideflats  generallv 
support  sea  milkwort,   glasswort,   and  algae.     Beach  meadows  occur 
between  the  shore  and  the   forest.     Lower  beach  meadows  are  composed  of 
beach  ryegrass,    reed  bent  grass,   hairgrass,    fescue  grass,  beacii 
lovage ,    goose   tongue,    and  sedges.      Upper  beach  meadow  plants  include 
yarrow,   bedstraw,   starwort,    ferns,   western  columbine,    and  cow 
parsnip.      Oregon  crabapple,    alder,    devil's  club,    and  blueberrv  occ.-.l" 
along   the  border  of   the  beach  meadow  and   the  forest, 

-At  elevations   generallv  above   2,000   feet,    the   plant  commup.  L  t  Le.s  ,:L'.- 
characterized  bv  low  shrubs,    grasses,    and  sedges.      Subaipi.:-.e  fouosts 
and  meadows  occur  ac  the  interface  between  the  forested  communities 
and  che  alpine  tundra. 

There  are  approxiiiiace ly  49,383  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  38,38  1 
acres  are  commercial  foresc  land.     Of  che  coraniercial  foresc  land, 
32,541  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growch  and  4,360  acres  are  riparian 
old  growch. 

(c)  Soils:     The  developmenc  of  soils  in  che  roadless  area  is 
influenced  by  high  levels  of  rainfall,   cool  summer  cempe ratures ,  a 
shore  growing  season,   and  moderacely  low  soil  cemperacures .      In  the 
Freshwacer  Bay  Roadless  Area,   shallow  soils  with  good  drainage  develop 
on  steeper  slopes  due  Co  rapid  loss  of  macerial  by  erosion  and 
efficient  rainwaCer  runoff.     This   is  obvious  on  the  sceep  slopes  tiuic 
face  Freshwater  Bay.     Deep,  well  drained  soils  occur  below  shallow 
soils  on  gender  slopes  where  CransporCed  soil  macerials  ,have 
collecced. 

The  poorly  drained  soils   in  Chis  area  are  associated  with  low  re  Lief 
and  impermeable  subsurface  layers.     In  locations  with  poor  draip.jge. 
deep  organic  soils   (muskegs)   Cend  to  form.     Drainage   improves  with 
increased  slope  gradient;   however,   as  slopes  become  ove rs teepened , 
soil  depths  become  much  shallower.      In  riparian  areas,    soil  tones  tep.vi 
Co  concain  sand  and  gravels  as  a  resulc  of  flood  deposition. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fishing,   especially  for  salmon,    is  a  major  souico 
of  subsistence  for  local  residencs.     Abundanc  screams   in  the  unit 
provide  spawning  and  rearing  habicac  for  pink,   chum,   coho ,   and  sockevo 
salmon.     Spore  and  commercial  fishing  in  area  wacers  is  common.  Oth.oi' 
species   include  cucthroac  Crouc,   sceelhead  crouc,   Dolly  Varden  chaL". 
scickleback  and  sraelc.     Imporcanc  salcwacer  fisheries  include  crab, 
sablefish  and  rockfishes. 

Wukuklook  and  Gypsum  Creek  are  major  anadromous  screams.     There  are 
many  headwacer  cribuCaries  for  che  large  fish  producing  screams 
located  wichin  roaded  areas;    Chese   include  Che  Norch  Fork  of 
Freshwacer  Creek,   Seal  Greek,   and  lyoukeen  Creek. 

Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as   part  of  the  Tongass   Land  Mana^-.oivoi'.r 
Plan   (1979)   and  by   the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Came    in  thoiv 
Foresc  Habicac  Integrity  Program  (,1983).     These   ratings  describe  ti'o 
value  of  VCU ' s   for  spore  fish,   commercial   fish,   and  escuaries. 
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There  are  no  VOL"  s   raced  as  having  a  high  value   for  spore   fish   in  zhe 
Freshwater  Bav  Roadless  Area.     VCU ' s  raced  as  highly  valued  for 
commercial   fish  are  Came  Creek   (,204~),    False   Bay   1,210")   and  Freshwacer 
Bay  v215'>.     One  VCU,   Spasski  Creek  (,207  ).    is   raced  as  concaining  a 
highlv  valued  escuary. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:      In  the   r  resh'.^aCer  3av  Roadless  Area,  lyoukeep. 
Peninsula,   mosc  of  che   shorelines,    and   tnco   some   of   che  drainages  ar^- 
designaced  cricical  deer  winter  range.     Hippoback  Ridge   is  considered 
good  deer  habicac.      This   area  has  high  qualic;.-  bear  hsbLzac.    as  •..■ell 
as  Vancouver  Canada  geese  use.      There  are  bald  eagle   nesting  and 
rooscing  trees   in  chis  area. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  Freshwacer  Bay  Roadless 
Area  concains  no  known  threatened  or  endangered  species.     This  area 
has  been  identified  as  having  habitats  for  two  migrating  endangered 
species.     The  Peale's  peregrine  falcon  passes  through  the  forests 
during  the  spring  and  fall  migration  flights  and  the  humpback  whale 
inhabits  nearby  waters.     A  sensitive  species,    the  bald  eagle,  commonly 
uses  the  coastline   for  nesting  and  roosting. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     The  roadless  area   is  completely  within 
the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  Long  Term  Timber  Sale  Contract  area.     There  are 
two  VCU's   (13,981  acres)   designated  as  a  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)    3  lp, 
the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (^TLMP)    in  1979.     The  emphasis   is  on 
managing  for  uses  and  activities  in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner 
to  provide  the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.     These  areas' have  either 
high  use  or  high  amenitv  values   in  conjunction  with  high  comraoditv  values. 
Allowances   in  calculated  potential   timber  vield  have  been  made   co  meec 
multiple  objectives. 

Eight  VCU's   (40,404  acres)  were  designaced  as  LUD  4.     These   lands  will  be 
managed  for  a  variety  of  uses.     Opportunities  will  be  provided  for 
intensive  resource  use  and  development  where  emphasis   is  primarilv  on 
commodity  or  market  resources.     .Allowances   in  calculated  potential  CLiiioer 
yield  have  been  made   to  provide   for  protection  of  phvsical  and  biolog'.c.vL 
productivity . 

There  is  an  identified  anchorage   in  False  Bay,   providing  access   to  die 
roadless  area.     There  are  many  identified  recreation  places.  Recreation 
activities  taking  place  include  viewing  of  wildlife/fish,  beachcombing, 
saltwater  shore  fishing,   steam  fishing,  hiking  dispersed  camping,   big  game 
hunting,   waterfowl  hunting,   small  game  hunting,   upland  bird  hunting, 
viewing  scenery,   cross-country  skiing,   and  saltwater  kayaking. 

There  are  a  block  of  unpatented  mining  claims  known  as   the  Gvpsum  Claims  in 
VCU  212.     A  special  use  permit  for  a  shelter  has  been  issued  at  Ivoukeen 
Cove  in  VCU's  212/213.     There  are  a  number  of  outfitter/guides  who  use  this 
area . 
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(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness ) :     Other  than  the  gypsum  mining 
operations  area,    the  Freshwater  Bay  Roadless  Area  has  not  been 

s ignif ican t I V  modified  and  appears  entirely  natural.  The  visual  characte 
tvpe  of  this  area  is  Admiral tv -Chichago f .  The  landforras  in  this  area  are 
generally  rounded  with  mountain  elevations  varv  from  2,055-3,395  feec.  T 
Freshwater  Bav  Roadless  Area  has  rocky  shorelines  interspersed,  wich  smal 
gravel  beaches.  Streams  are  generally  larger  and  longer  in  this  characte 
tvpe  than  on  other  islands  of  South'east  .Alaska.  Saltwater  bavs  and 
estuaries  are  present  and  exhibit  much  //ar ie tv .  Several  tidal  meadows  o: 
varvmg  sites  are   found   m  t;\is  unit. 

Lower  slopes  are  denselv  forested,   but  exhibit  a  combination  of  muskeg 
openings,   brush  and  scactered  tree  cover  up  to  approximately  2,500  feet 
elevation.     Upper  slopes  and  suraraits  appear  barren  from  a  distance,  but 
offer  a  variety  of  alpine  vegetation  as  well  as  numerous  rock  outcroppiiig 

The  evaluation  area  is  inventoried  as  38  percent  of  the  acreage  in  a 
Variety  Class  A  (Distinctive),    34  percent  was   in  Variety  Class  B  ([Common") 
and  28  percent  of  this  roadless  area  was   in  Variety  Class  C  (.Minimal 
Variety) . 

The  raajoricy  (68  percent)   of  this  roadless  area  is   in  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)    I;    these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activitv. 
One  percent  of  the  acreage   is   in  EVC  II,   where  changes   to  the   landscape  a 
not  noticed  by  the  average  person  unless  pointed  out.      Four  percent   is  i-.' 
an  EVC  IV,  which  are  areas  in  which  changes  in  the  landscape  are  easily 
noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.  There 
appears'to  be  disturbances  but  they  resemble  natural  patterns.     The  balat 
of  the  area,   or  27  percent,    is   in  EVC  V  where  changes   in  the   landscape  ,:r 
obvious   to  the  average  person.     The  changes  appear  to  be  major 
dis  turbances . 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     To  the  northwest  of  this  area  a 
Huna  Totem  and  Sealaska  private  lands.     These  lands  have  been,   and  are 
being,    roaded  and  logged.     The  Gartina  Creek  drainage   is   the  municipal 
watershed  for  Hoonah;   part  of  the  watershed  is  within  the  evaluation  area 

The  northeast  corner  borders  on  a  harvested  and  roaded  area  that  was  logg 
in  the  early  1980' s.     The  roading  in  this  area  extends  east  and  south,  ro 
Flints  Point.     The  Point  Augusta  Roadless  Area  is  located  northeast  of  zh 
roaded  area.     .An  active  log  transfer  facility  (LTF)    is   located  in  False  3 
Co  Che  east  of  the  Freshwater  Bay  Roadless  Area.     Chatham  Strait  borders 
Che  soucheasc  corner  of  the  Freshwater  Bay  Roadless  Area.     The  width  of 
Chatham  Scraic  in  this  area  is  eight  to  nine  miles  across  to  Admiralty 
Island. 

Seal  Creek,    in  the  southern  portion  of  the  roadless  area,   also  has  an  LTF 
and  a  road  system.     Freshwater  Bay  bounds  the  evaluation  area  to  the 
south.     Kennel  Creek  logging  camp  and  Pavlof/East  Point  Roadless  Area  aro 
on  the  south  side  of  Freshwater  Bav.     There   is  an  active   log  tra.nsfor 
facility  (LTF)   at  the  Kennel  Creek  camp.     The  North  Fork  of  Frostiw.icor 
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Creek   is    Located  northwesC  oC   che  Kennel  Creek  camp.     This   area  has  been 
excensivelv   logged  and  roaded.     The  souChwesc  corner  of  Freshwatier  Say 
Roadless  Area  borders   chis  harvested  area.      Immediacely   Co   che  wesc  ot  die 
logged  area   is   che  Came  Creek  Roadless  Area. 

The   road  svsceins   co   che  norcheasC  and  souChwesC  of   che   Freshwacer  Bay 
evaluation  area  are    interconnected   through   the  Hoonah  road  svscem.  The 
southwestern   road  svstem   ls  also  connected  to   the  Kennel  Creek  road  svsCem. 

Th.e   ferrv   route   co  Hoor.ah  passes   che   southeast  corner  on   che  roadless 
area.     There  are   regularlv  scheduled  flights   Co  Hoonah  and  charter  flight 
service   co  Kennel  Creek  logging  camp.     Access   Co  this  area   from  ttie  roa^.; 
svscems   is  readilv  available,   with  minimal  walking  involved. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The   lyoukeen  Peninsula 
is  of  special   interest.     The  peninsula  is  approximately  four  miles   long  and 
l/'3  of  a  mile  wide.     There   is  no  undergrowth  and  walking  the   length  is  like 
being  in  a  park. 

The  natural  features  of  che  area-,    the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see 
wildlife  are  all  attractions.     High  quality  fishing  opportunities   in  the 
streams  and  lakes  also  provide  attractions.     The  area  contains  II 
inventoried  recreation  places  which  contains  20,083  acres.     There  are  no 
recreation  cabins  in  this  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  northern  boundarios 
of  Freshwater  3ay  Roadless  .Area  are   the  Huna  Totem  Native  Corporation  L.r.vi^ 
and  Forest  Service  managed  lands.      Both  areas  have  been  e>:tensively 
logged.     The  Hoonah  road  system  and  harvest  units  continue   to   the  east  aiKi 
combines  with  the  False  Bay  road  system  and  units   in  the  southeast  corr.er 
of  the  area.     The  southeast  corner  of  this  area  is  bordered  by  Freshw.icei' 
Bay  and  Chatham  Strait.     On  che  southwestern  corner  of  chis   roadless  ar^'.; 
is  the  Kennel  Creek  road  system  and  harvest  unics.     This  svscem  joins  wiz'w 
the  Hoonah  road  systems  and  harvest  unics.     The  wescern  boLindarv   is  de:i;uvi 
by  che  Huna  Totem  and  Sealaska  privace  lands. 

The  boundaries  of  chis  area  are  not  hard  co  manage  because  of  che  cLe.u'  cj.r 
definition  of  human  activity  (roads  and  logged  units),   and  the  salcvacer 
passages   chat  adjoin  the  unit.     The   lands   that  lay  next  to  private  and 
Forest  Service  harvested  lands  would  be  difficult  to  manage   for  a 
wilderness  experience. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  Freshwater  Bay  Roadless  Area  has  had  little 
modification  by  humans.     The  overall  appearance   is  natural  except   for  some 
evidences   in  the  forest  and  near  the  water  of  the  gypsum  mining  operatioi^. 
from  the  early  1900' s. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     The  opportunity   for  solitude   in  che 
Freshwacer  roadless  area   is"  raced  high  because  of   che  area's   sice^  Tho 
area  measures  approximace ly  twelve  by  seven  miles  across. 
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Because  chis  area  is  wichin  che  APC  Long-cerra  Timber  Sale  program  area 
well  as  bordering  private  lands  chaC  are  being  harvested,  there  is  tlie 
possibilitv  of  noise   from  the  surrounding  road  systems. 

(4)     Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primaril' 
Primitive  and  Semiprimitive  Non-motorized  recreation  opportunities,  as 
inventoried  with  the  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum   (ROS)  system. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive   I  vPl^ 
Roaded  Natural  (,RN) 

Semi - Pr imi tive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi - Primicive  Motorized  (SPM) 


25  ,  253 
5  ,  "60 

25 , 303 
9  ,  140 


The  area  contains  11  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


RN 
RM 

SPNM 
SPM 


5  ,  100 
5,560 
3.302 
620 


7  ,573 
4,576 
7  ,985 
6  ,  192 


The  nearest  public  recreation  cabin  to  the  Freshwater  Bay  Roadless  .Area  > 
ac  Salt  Lake  Bay.     There   is  a  remote  chance  of  meeting  other  recreation 
groups  in  this  area  because  of  the  proximity  to  Hoonah  and  Tenak.ee  Sprint 
and  the  use  this  area  is  receiving  now.     Access  into  this  area  is  bv  boac 
using  the  road  system  from  Hoonah  or  taking  the   ferry  to  Tenakee  Springs 
and  walking  into  the  area. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   ScienCific,   Cultural):  The 
Sonyakay  Ridge   is  a  geological  form  of  special   interest.     Sonyakay  Ridge 
a  very  prominent  ridge  system,   between  located  lyouktug  and  Wukuklook 
Creeks.   The  land  form  is  very  steep  and  very  rugged.     The  peaks  vary  in 
height  from  2200  to  2500  feet  along  this  ridgeline. 

The  abandoned  gypsum  mine  on  Gypsum  Creek  is  a  special   feature  of 
historical  interest. 

c.     Availability  for  ManagemenC  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Pocencials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     In  the  original  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan  (1979),    there  was  a  proposal  for  alpine   trails  near  the  head  oc 
Freshwater  Bay,   on  to  the  ridge  system  of  Elephant  Mountain  and 
Sonyakay  Ridge.     There  were  also  alpine  shelters  planned  for  the 
Sonyakay  Ridge  area.     Outfitter  and  guide  use  has   the  potential  to 
increase   in  this  area. 


(b)  Fish  Resource:  The  TLMP,  as  Amended,  identifies  fish  pass.w'o 
projects   for  Freshwater  and  Suntaheen  Creeks, 
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(c)  WildLife  Resource:     Projects  planned   in  TLMP ,   as  Amended,  include 
nesting  placforms   in  Upper  Freshwater  Creek,   and  cavity-   nester  nest 
boxes   in  VCU  10^.    113,    11-*,    and  215.     Wildlife  habitat  improvement 
riparian  cover  planting  and  habitat   improvement   tor  second  growth 
management  debris   reduction  is  also  planned  if  the  area   is  logged. 
There   is   the  potential  to  promote  Peale's  peregrine   falcon  nesting 
habitat   in   the   Elephant  Mountain  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     The  potential   for  managing   timber  within  the 
roadless   area   is  very  high  because   the   entire  area   falls    into   tlie  .\P'J 
Long-term  timber  sale  area.     The  existing  road  systems  and  communities 
make   the  management   for   timber  harvest  economical.     The  management 
emphasis   is   to  continue   timber  harvest,    related  access  road 

cons  true Cion ,   and  replacement  of  bridges  on  several  of  the   roads  for 
the  APC  1986-90  and  1991-95  timber  sales. 


Road  conscruccion  and  harvesting  has  been  initiated  in  this  roadless 
area.     The  Seal  Creek  road  system  is  under  construction,   with  logging 
to  be  completed  by  1992.     Wukuklook  Creek  road  construction  is   to  be 
extended  approximately  five  miles   into  the  drainage  and  four  miles 
into  the  Gypsum  Creek  drainage.     Logging  is   to  be  completed  bv  1995. 

There  are  30,221  acres   inventoried  as  tentatively  suitable  for 
harvest.     This   includes  3,560  acres  of  riparian  old  growth,    and  24.  5-+ 1 
acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.     Potential  timber  volume   is   , 

(e)  Land  Use  Auchorizacions :     The  current  special  use  permits  will 
continue.     The  potential  for  more  outfitters  and  guides  using  tb,e  ai^M 
more   frequently  is  probable  with  the   increase  of  need. 

(f)  Minerals:  The  area  was  identified  as  having  a  moderate  potent  i.iL 
for  mineral  development  in  1984. 

(g)  PoCenCial  Research  Area:     There  are  no  potential  or  inventoried 
Research  Natural  Areas   in  the  Freshwater  Bay  Roadless  Area. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Wildlife:     Wildlife  management  would  not  change  except   for  th.e 
possibility  of  enhancement  projects. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;    there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(d)  Land  Status:     There  are  two  Native  land  selections   in  the 
Freshwater  Roadless  Area.     Private   lands   include   the  patented  Gvpsuiii 
Mines  within  the  roadless  area. 
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d .     Relationship  Co  CouununiCies  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     To  Che  norch  and 
norcheasc  are   che  Whicescone   (,s;318)   and  Point  AugusCa  (^317)  roadless 
evaluacion  areas.    Direccly  co  che  souch,   across  Freshwacer  Bay,    is  che 
Pavlof/Easc  Poinc   i,=323)   Roadless  Area.     The  Game  Creek  (-323)  Roadless 
area  is   located  Co   che  west,   across   Che  Hoonah-Kennel  Creek  road  svscem. 
The  Admiralcv  Island  Nacional  Monument  Wilderness   is   locaced  Co   che  west, 
across  Chacham  Scraic. 


The  nearest  cominuni ties  Co  che  Freshwacer  Bay  Roadless  Area  are  Hoonah .  cii 
Kennel  Creek  logging  camp  and  Tenakee  Springs.  The  Huna  Tocem  Co rpo ra c lop. 
lands  lay  Co  che  northwest. 

To  che  south  of  che  Freshwater  Bay  Roadless  Area  is  the  salcwacer  inlec. 
Freshwater  Bay.     Two  miles  across   che  bay  is  the  Pavlof/Easc  Poinc  Roadies 
Area.     The  Kennel  Creek/Hoonah  road  and  harvesting  system  borders  che 
southwest  corner  of  the  Freshwater  Roadless  Area.     This  area  is 
approximately  3/4  of  a  mile  wide  and  is   the  northern  boundary  of  che  Came 
Creek  Roadless  Area.     The  western  edge  of  this  roadless  area  is  designated 
by  che  private  lands  of  Huna  Totem  and  Sealaska.     On  the  other  side  of 
these  private  lands  is  the  water  inlet  Port  Frederick. 


(2)     Distance  Froni  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) 

distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


.Approximate 


Conununity 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  Pop  . 

Hoonah  Pop  . 

Tenkee  Spr  (Pop. 

Angoon  (Pop. 


23 


729) 
960^ 
95) 
639) 


32 
10 
12 
32 


5S 
50 
23 
32 


The  nearest  towns  to  Freshwater  Bay  Roadless  Area  chac  are  served  by  cl-.e 
Alaska  Marine  Highway  system  are  Tenakee  Springs,   Hoonah  and  Angoon.  Th. 
closest  commercial  airline  service  is  at  Sitka  and  Juneau. 


(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 


(a)     Moratorium  areas:     This  roadless  area  is  not  been  proposed  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  nor  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives  co 
date . 


(b)     Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  with 
residents  of  Tenakee  Springs,   Kennel  Creek  logging  camp,   and  Hoonali. 
There  is  boat  use  in  Freshwater  Bay  from  all  the  surrounding  towns. 
Subsistence  use  in  the  area  is  considered  a  priority  among  che  locnl 
residents.     Outfitter/guide  use  is  by  boat  via  the  Kennel  Creek/ Hoon,; 
and  False  Bay/Hoonah  road  systems. 
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(c)     Concerns  of  Local  ResidenCs:     Local   issues   include  the 

harvesting  and  reading  of  the  timber  lands,    the  effects  on  fisheries 

and  wildlife  habitat  caused  bv  logging,  maintaining  the  visual  qualL 
of  high  interest  areas,   maintaining  lifestyles,    location  of  log 

transfer   facilities,    the  distribution  of  harvest  volume  classes  jp.u 

Che  tradeoffs  between  environmental  protection  measures  and  the 
economics  of   the  harvest  Activities. 

e.      EnvironmenCal  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  3E  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  ^VREA  DESCRIPTION 

N/\ME:     North  Krucof  {  326  )       ACRES   (GROSS):     31.190  ACRES   (NFS):  31,I'0 

CEOZONES:  CIO 

GEOGR^\PHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  Ri-\TING :  21 
a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  R^VRE  II  areas:     The   table  below  displays   zhe  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS   2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  Co  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No 

WARS  Rating 

CoaunenCs 

Neva  Strait 

302* 

13 

Sukoi  Strait 

303* 

Not  rated  In 

Sinitsin  Bay 

304 

18 

Sealion  Cove 

305 

26 

Gilmer  Bay 

306* 

20 

Krestof  Sound 

309* 

20 

(2)  History:     This   large  area  has  a  long  and  varied  historv  of  use  dacl 
from  Tlingit  use   in  prehisto.ric  and  historic   times   to  the  present  use  bv 
variety  of  Alaska  residents  and  visitors.     Use  of  the  area  has  been 
primarily  for  hunting,    fishing,    recreation,   and  temporarv  occupancy. 
Remains  of  structures  and  other  human  cultural  activity   in  varvins^  deiV-'^' 
of  deterioration  can  still  be  found. 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(3)  LocaCion  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  northern  end  of 
Kruzof  Island.     The  area  also  includes  Partofshikof  Island  on  the  eastei' 
side  of  Kruzof  Island  and  a  number  of  offshore   islands  and  rocks.      It  ls 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Salisbury  Sound,   on  the  west  by  the  Pacific  Oce.; 
and  on  the  south  by  the  road  system  and  timber  harvesting  in  che  area 
between  Gilmer  Bay  and  Krestof  Sound.     The  eastern  boundary  of  the  are.; 
formed  by  Neva  Strait  and  Krestof  Sound. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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The  primarv  form  of  access   Co   che  area  is  by  salcvacer  along  .ill 
coasclines.     Access   Co  che  area  is  generally  good.     This   is  due   co  clie 
numerous  bavs  and  fiords   chac  provide  shelcered  anchorage   for  boats,  an.d 
che  proximicv   co  Sicka.     There   is  onlv  one  Nacional   Foresc  Svsceni  Trail 
'.vichin   che  area,    che  Sealion  Cove  Trail.      Ic   is   2.5  miles    in  lengch. 
be2;inning  ac  Nalinin  3av  and  ending  ac  Sealion  Cove. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The   area   is   generally  charac  ce  r  ize-.i  '^v 
sm.all   irrei^vilar  ;:iouncains  or  ridges   1,000   co  2,000   feec   in  e     v.-i  r  l^^;-  ■.-..i'.-: 
sceep  slopes.     Nuinerous   rockv  crescs  and  sharp   ridges  .ire   :oi'.;va  .-^ca.  r  r  o  r . 
chroughouc   che  area.      The  coascline   is   scalloped  '.vich  ba.;.'s  c.^-.-oa. 
encompasses  Sukoi  Serai  c  becween  Kruzof  Island  and  Par  co  csh  iko  f  .jlar.^i. 
The  shoreline   is  charac ce r iced  by  foresCed  lowlands  wich  a  relacivelv 
gentle  slope.     Rocky  islands,    reefs,   and  rock  bluffs  dominace   che  coasc 
along  northern  and  western  sides  of  che  area.     The  rocky  shoreline  is 
interspersed  with  small  gravel  or  sandy  beaches. 

Streams  are  generally  short  and  flow  directly  co  saltwater,   and  che  area 
contains  one  named  lake.   Surprise  Lake.     A  dominant  feacure  of  che  area  i 
che   rugged  ridge  that  runs  the  width  of  Krucof  Island  along  che  souchern 
boundary  of  che  area.     Wich  an  elevation  of  2,000   feet,    it  effectively 
forms  a  wall  becween  this  roadless  area  and  che  rest  of  Kruzof  Island. 

Approximately  4  percent  of  the  area  consists  of  alpine   tundra,    ice,  snow, 
and  rock.     This   includes  759  acres  of  alpine   Cundra,   and  -j-79  acres  of 
rock.     There  are  30  acres  of  small  islands   located  along  che  coascline. 
1,343  acres  of  freshwater  lakes  in  the  area.     The  only  large  lake   in  cb.e 
area  is  Surprise  Lake. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Geographic  Province:     The  area  is  classified  as  being   in  ciie 
Northern  Outer  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is 
generally  characterized  by  rugged  highly  dissected  copographv,  expos 
extremely  wet  outer  coastal  environment,   and  extensive  alpine 
environments  with  productive   forested  areas  highly  fragmented  and 
usually  concentrated  on  overs  teepened  slopes  and  on  vallev  boccoins. 

(b)  Vegetation:     The  proximity  of  chis  area  co   che  open  Norch  ra^ci: 
Ocean  and  che  unimpeded  movement  of  storms   into  the  area  from  c'ae 
southwest  results   in  a  high  rainfall.     Conifer  cover  densicv  vaL'ies 
widely  even  on  low  slopes  near  saltwater  and  is  usually  intersperse.', 
with  muskeg  and  other  lower  forms  of  vegetation.     Larger  incercid.ii 
grass  and  associated  meadows  species  are  infrequent.     The  effects  of 
wind  and  salt  spray  affect  the  character  and,    to  some  extent,  che 
species  on  che  west  side  of  this  unit. 

The  vegetation  of  chis  roadless  area  consists  primarily  of  cvpical 
spruce-hemlock  forests.     Western  hemlock - S i cka  spruce  dominace  che 
overstory  while   the  understory  is  composed  of  shrubs  such  as  red 
huckleberry,    rusty  menziesia,   and  devil's  club.     The   foresc   floor  i 
covered  wich  a  mac  of  mosses,    liverworcs,    and  planes   such  .is 
deerhearc,   bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delighc,   and  skunk  cabb.i>-.o. 
Streamside   riparian  vegecacion   is  charac Ce r iced  bv  sa  Imonbe r rv  . 
devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 
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Muskegs  are  abundanc  wlchin  chis  area,   however  due   to   cheir  sinaLI  sL::e 
and  association  with  forested  sites,   accurate  acreage  estimates  are 
difficult.     These  areas,   dominated  bv  sphagnum  mosses,    sedges,  and 
shrubs  of  the  heath  familv,   are   interspersed  among  low  elevation 
timber  stands  where  drainage   is   restricted.     Trees  within  the  :!iuske:-,s 
are  sparse  and  consist  mainlv  of  stunted  hemlock.,    lodgepole  pine,  ,;:'.d 
Alaska  cedar. 

Small   tide   flats   are   found  at   the  hieads  of  Kalinir.   3av  and  SLr.it-s:;'. 
Cove  and  are   associated  with  stream  estuaries.      Th.e  ri.de:lats 
generally  support  sea  milkwort,    glasswort,    and  algae.      3eac:i  ineadows 
occur  between  the  shore  and  the  forest.     Lower  beach  .iieadows'  are 
composed  of  beach  ryegrass,   reed  bene  grass,   hairgrass ,    fescue  grass, 
beach  lovage ,   goose  tongue,   and  sedges.     Upper  beach  meadow  plants 
include  yarrow,  bedscraw,   scarwort,   ferns,  western  columbine,   and  cow 
parsnip.     Oregon  crabapple,   alder,   devil's  club,   and  blueberry  occur 
along  the  border  of  the  beach  meadow  and  the  forest. 

There  are  approximately  27,170  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  15.^01 
acres  are  commercial  foresc  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land. 
13,744  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  719  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Shallow  mineral  soils  with  good  drainage  can  be   found  on 
steeper  slopes  due  to  rapid  loss  of  material  by  erosion  and  efficient 
rainwater  runoff.     Deep,   well  drained  soils  commonly  occur  below  tiie 
shallow  soils  on  the  gentler  slopes  where  transported  soil  materials 
have  collected.     Poorly  drained  soils  are  found  associated  with  low- 
relief  and  impermeable  subsurface   layers.      In  locations  with  poor 
drainage,   deep  organic  soils   (muskegs')    tend  to  form.      In  riparian 
areas,    soil  zones  tend  to  contain  sand  and  gravels  as  a  result  of 
flood  deposition. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  ch.e 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  .Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  their  Foresc  Habitac  Integrity  Program  i,19S3">.  T'.-.ese 
racings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fisii. 
and  escuaries. 

There  is  one  VCU  which  is  raced  as  high  value  for  sport  fish,  Kresro: 
Sound  (309).     There   is  also  only  one  VCU  raced  as  highlv  valued  for 
commercial  fish,   Krestof  Sound  (309).     There  are  four  VCU's  raced  /..^ 
having  highly  valued  escuaries.     These  are  Neva  Scraic  SiMLrsi:', 
Bay  (304),   Seaiion  Cove   (305),   and  KresCof  Sound  (309). 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  many  varied  wildlife  resources  in 
chis  roadless  area.     Birds  and  wacerfowl  rearing  and  nesting  are;is  .-.re 
abundanc  in  chis  area.     Generally,    the  area  provides  good  habitat  for 
deer  and  brown  bear.     Bald  eagle  habitat,   nesting  and  roosting  trees, 
encompasses   this  roadless  area  along  the  shorelines. 
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•     (f)     ThreaCened  and  Endanj^ered  Species:     The  area  concains   no  knowr. 
resident  threatened  or  endangered  species.     This  area  has  been 
identified  as  having  habitats   for  two  migrating  endangered  species. 
The   Peale's   pereijrine   falcon  passes   through   the   forests  during  the 
spring  and  fall  -.nicration  flights  and  the  huirpback  whale  inhabits 
nearby  vaters . 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management;     The  majority  of   this  area   vAlI  oc  '.'CI'  .; 
and  those  oortions  of  VCJ's   102.    303,   and  309   Located  within  this  roaoi.^'<:- 
area^   was   al-jcated   to   '_aiid  'Jse   ^designation   ^Ll'D)    3    in   the  Tor.gass  Lar.J. 
Management  Plan. 

Units  allocated  to  LUD  3  are  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses.  The 
emphasis   is  on  managing  for  both  amenity  and  commodity  oriented  uses   in  a 
compatible  manner  to  provide  the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.  These 
areas  usually  have  high  amenity  values  in  conjunction  with  high  commodity 
values.     Allowances   in  calculated  pocenCial  timber  yield  have  been  made  to 
meet  multiple  use  coordination  objectives. 

The  other  two  VCU's   in  this  area  were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation 
(LUD)   4  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.     This   includes  all  of  VCU  30-^ 
Sinitsin  Bay,   and  a  portion  of  VCU  306,   Gilmer  Bay. 

Units  allocated  to  LUD  4  provide  opportunities   for   intensive  development  o 
resources.      Emphasis   is  primarily  on  commodity,   or  market  resources  .iiid 
their  use.      It  also  provides   for  amenity  values.     When  conflicts  over 
compecing  resource  uses  arise,   conflicts  would  most  often  be   resolved  in 
favor  of  commodity  values.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential   timber  yi^''- 
have  been  made   to  provide   for  protection  of  physical  and  biological 
productivity . 

There  are  a  number  of  authorized  special  uses  existing  within  the  area. 
The  following  are  the  major  uses  at  this  time.     Sitka  Sound  Seafoods  has 
special  use  permit  for  use  of  facilities  at  Kalinin  Bay   in  support  of  a 
temporary  fish  buying  scow.     The  Federal  Aviation  Agency  has  an  inte r.igo'.'.c 
agreement  for  use  of  facilities  on  top  of  the  ridge   in  the  southern  porr:o 
of  the  area  as  a  radio  site  for  air  to  ground  communications  between.  pvLor 
of  general  aviation  aircraft  and  personnel   in  Flight  Service  Stations.  A 
Forest  Service  radio  repeater  site   is  located  on  the  same  ridge  and   is  Lise 
for  intra-agency  radio  communications. 

Recreational  use  of  the  area  is  primarily  for  hunting  and  fishing,  and 
enjoying  the  scenery.     This  use   is  scattered  across   the  area  and  with  tiie 
usual  concentrations  near  lakes,   streams,   and  shorelines. 

There   is  no  private  land  in  the  roadless  area. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     A  vast  majority  of  the  area  is 
considered  unmodified  except  for  those  areas  primarily  located  near  tho 
shoreline  with  evidence  of  current  or  historic  use.      Evidence  of  hisror;.- 
use   includes  old  fish  cold  storage   facilities   in  Kalinin  5av.    old  c  .ib  i  . 
and  other  historic  occupancies.     Current  use   includes   the   temporary  fis;-, 
buying  scow  and  facilities,   various  short-term  occupancies,   and  ochs.^r 
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evidence  of  the  use  of  che  area  and  the  surrounding  vacers.     All  of  this 
evidence   is   readily  apparent  to  visitors   that  visit  the  specific  sites. 

The  visual  character  tvpe  of  this  roadless  area  is  classified  as 
Admiraltv-Chichagof .     Landforms   in  this  unit  are  generally  rounded.  Rockv 
islands,    reef,    and  rock  bluffs  are   found  frequently  on  the  outer  coast. 
Rocky  shorelines   interspersed  with  small  gravel  beaches  are  found 
throughout  the  character  tvpe.     Streams  are  generailv  short  and  swift  ^v. 
the  west  side  of  the   roadless  area.     The  streams  are  clear  and  inanv 
considerable  vis'.iaL  varietv,   e.g.,   pools,    rapids,   cascades,  riffles, 
ar'.d  T.eande  r  i;'.  i;   iol'.mS.      Sa t'..'ate  r  bavs   and  estuaries   are   n'^imerous  .ind 
exhibit  much  varietv,    from  small  sheltered  coves   to   large  exposed  foi";::s. 
Often  dramatic   high  energv  seas  occur  on   the  outer  coast. 

Approximately  16  percent  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  198-^  as 
being  Visual  Variety  Class  B  (Common) ,   and  approximately  62  percent  as 
Variety  Class  C  (Minimal  Variety) .     The  remaining  22  percent  of  the  acreage 
was  inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (Distinctive) . 

The  majority  (32  percent)  of  this  roadless  area  was   inventoried  in  198^.  as 
having  an  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear  to  be 
untouched  by  human  activity.     Approximately  6  percent  of  the  acreage   is  in 
EVC  IV,   which  are  areas  in  which  changes  in  the  landscape  are  easily 
noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.     There  appear 
to  be  disturbances  but  they  resemble  natural  patterns.     Twelve  percent  is 
in  EVC  V  where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  obvious   to  the  average  persoiv 
The  changes  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  area  is  bordered  by  saltwater 
on  three  sides.     As  a  result,   external   influences  on  those  sides  are 
limited  to  the  sights  and  sounds  of  motorized  boats.     The  southern  bouixl.ivv 
adjoins  an  area  of  timber  activity  and  its  associated  road  svstem.  Due 

the  effects  of  topographic  screening  by  a  ridge  of  mountains  at  the 
southern  end  of  the  roadless  area,    this  development  has  had  only  local 
impact  on  the  roadless  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Two  features  of  specia.  L 
interest  in  the  North  Kruzof  Roadless  Area  are  Sealion  Cove  and  the 
National  Forest  System  Trail  leading  to  it.     A  beautiful  mile- long  white 
sandy  beach  is  at  Sealion  Cove,   a  wonderful  place  for  beachcombing, 
camping,   watching  sealions,   and  viewing  the  open  Pacific  Ocean.     The  small 
lake  midway  along  the  trail  has  a  sandy  bottom  and  is  good  swimming, 
although  the  water  is  very  cold. 

The  natural  features  of  the  area,    the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see 
wildlife  are  all  considered  attractions.     High  quality  fishing 
opportunities   in  the  streams  and  lakes  also  provide  attractions.     The  are.; 
contains   10  inventoried  recreation  places  which  contains  21,1'4'1  acres. 
These   is  one  National  Forest  System  Trail  in  this  roadless  area,   but  no 
public  recreation  cabins. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  -3 1  ,  1990 


C-429 


b.     Capabilicy  of  ManagemenC  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  ManagemenC  Area  Boundaries:     The  North  Krucof 
Roadless  Area  is  generally  well  defined  by  topographic   features.  The 
boundaries  determined  by  Gilmer  Bay,    the  Pacific  Ocean,    Salisbury  Sour:d, 
Neva  Strait,   and  Krestof  Sound  are  easily  described  and  recognized.  Even 
the  southern  boundary,   which   is  result  of  a  road  system  and  timber 
activitv,    roughlv  parallels  one  steeply  sloped  ridge  of  mountains  over 
2,000  feet  in  elevation  and  a  second  one  over  1,500   feet.     The  poorest 
boundarv  occurs   in  the  area  of  Sukoi  Inlet,   and  even  that   is   reason.::^  ly 
secure . 

The  feasibility  of  raanageoienc  of  this  area  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  unroaded 
condition  is  good  as   there   is  no  significant  motorized  access  or  other 
current  nonconf orming  uses. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  evidence  of 
current  and  historic  use  of  the  area.     This  evidence,   although   local  Iv 
significant,   has  a  very  low  overall  effect  on  the  natural   integrity  of  the 
area.     Both  the  relative  size  of  the  developments  and  their  location  along 
the  shoreline  contribute  to  that  low  impact,     The  long-term  ecological 
processes  are  intact  and  operating  with  the  effect  of  human  influences  on 
natural  processes  unraeasurab le . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  moderate  to  high  opportunity  f.^i 
solitude  within  the  area.     Both  the  size  of  the  area  and  the  screening 
offered  by  the  topography  and  vegetaj^ion  increase  the  opportunity  for 
solitude.     Recreational  use  of  the  area  is  relatively  limited  and 
dispersed,   so   that  encounters  with  other  visitors  are  unlikely.     The  siL,';'.t 
or  sound  of  airplanes  overhead  and  boats  along  the  coastlines  can 
occasionally  intrude  on  a  visitor's  solitude.     On  Partofshikof  Island  alop.ir 
Neva  Strait,    ferries  of  the  Alaska  .Marine  Highway  system,   and  other  sai.ps. 
boats,   and  floatplanes  can  be  observed  or  heard  in  this  major  water 
transportation  corridor. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  a  moderate 
high  opportunity  for  primitive  recreation  as  a  result  of  its  size, 
topographic  and  vegetative  screening,   diversity  of  primitive  recreational 
opportunities,   and  physical  challenges.     This  area  has  a  highly  irreguLair 
topography  and  diverse  vegetation  that  combine  to  offer  a  setting  capablo 
of  providing  a  variety  of  primitive  recreation  opportunities.     There  are 
lakes,   ponds,   streams,   bays,    rugged  mountains,   and  a  varied  coastline  that 
contribute  to  these  opportunities.     The  absence  of  developed  recreational 
facilities  further  enhances   the  opportunity  for  primitive  recreation. 

The  area  provides  primarily  a  Primitive  recreation  opportunity  as 
inventoried  with  the  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)   svstem.  Th.e 
acreage  of  each  ROS  class  within  the  Roadless  Area  are   listed  below. 
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ROS  Class 


Acres 


Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Roaded  Modified  cRiM) 

Semir Primitive  Mon-MoCorized  (SPNM) 
Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
No  ROS 


4  ,038 
1 ,  998 
23  ,952 
4,038 
1,  788 


The  area  contains   ten  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


*  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


RN 

m 


SPNM 
SPM 


1 
3 
2 
4 


1,358 
2,418 
13,366 
3,499 


3  ,  039 
10, 220 
2,220 
7.003 


There   is  one  National  Forest  System  Trail  in  the  area,    the  Sealion  Cove 
Trail,   and  no  recreation  cabins. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  features  of  ecologic,   geologic,   scientific,   or  cultural 
significance , 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  .Ametnii-vi 
Winter  1985-86  identified  opportunities  for  Recreation  Cabins  lm 
Sealion  Cove  and  Gilmer  Bay.     No  potential  trail  locations  or 
developed  recreation  sites  have  been  identified  at  this  time. 

The  varied  terrain,   diverse  vegetation,   and  attractive  scenery  of  chis 
area  provide  unlimited  recreation  potentials   for  dispersed 
recreation.     Additional  trails  and  cabins  or  shelters  are  possible. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.  .Amended  Wliicol" 
1985-86  identified  opportunities  for  fish  stocking  in  the  unnamed  l.iko 
one  mile  east  of  Sealion  Cove. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  .Amendea 
Winter  1985-86  identified  opportunities  for  wildlife  habitat 
improvement  on  the  southwest  side  of  Partofshikof  Island  through 
management  of  second- growth  forest. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  .Amended 
Winter  1985-86  did  not  identify  any  opportunities   for  management  oc 
the  timber  resource   in  this  roadless  area.     There  are  9,531  acres 
inventoried  as   tentativelv  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes  -iSO 
acres  of  riparian  old  growth,   and  8,172  acres  of  non - r ipar  Ian  o  Ui 
growth. 


t 
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(e)  Land  Use  AuthorizaCions :     Other   Chan   for   che   Foresc  Service  nnd 
che   Federal  Avlacion  Agency  Radio  sices   in   che   souchern  porcion  of  c'.^o 
area,    no  major   land  use  auchorizacions  exisc. 

(f)  Minerals;     The  area  does  noc  have  a  high  mineral  de\'elopmenc 
pocencial  and  chere  are  no  known  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific   Interest:     There  are   no  known  areas  of 
scientific   interest   i.n  che  roadless  area. 


(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  chis  roadless  area 
is  dependent  on  the  development  of  high  market  values  and  harvest 
methods  which  will  allow  extraction  without  need  for  extensive 
roading . 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases-  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present  in  the  area,   however,    there  are  no  know  epidemic 
disease  occurrences . 


(d)   Land  Status:      INFORMATION  NOT  YET  AVAILABLE 


d.     Relationship  to  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas. 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  W  i  Ide  rtu^  s  .s 
is   the  West  Chichagof -Yakobi  Wilderness   that  lies  north  of  Salisburv  Sou;-.^;. 
Two  other  nearby  Wildernesses  are   the  .Admiraltv  National  Monument 
Wilderness,   which  lies  east  of  Chatham  Strait,   and  the  South  3aranof 
Wilderness  south  of  Sitka. 


Nearby  roadless  areas   include  Middle  Kruzof  and  South  Kruzof,   both  on 
Kruzof  Island,   and  North  Baranof,   which  lies  east  of  Neva  Strait  on  3.u\;iv^l 
Is  land . 


(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  30  140 

Sitka  (Pop.  3,041)  20  20 

Angoon  (Pop.  639)  50  70 

The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Sitka. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)   Moratorium  areas:     This  area  has  not  been   identified  as  a 
"moratorium"   area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legisLaCivo 
to  date. 
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(b)  Local  users/res idehcs :  Most  use  of  the  area  is  associaced  ■.Jizh 
recreacional  boating,  hunting  and  fishing,  and  viewing  wildlife  .uul 
the  scenery  of  the  area. 

e.      Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N/\iME:     Middle  Krucof  v  327  ^       ACRES   (GROSS):     15,540  ACRES   (Nl-'S):      15.  5.0 


CEOZONES:  CIO 

CEOGPAPHIC  PROVINCE:  Northern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  R^\TING:  12 


Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The   table  below  displays   the  VCU  _L/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendi:<  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No  WARS  Rating  Coniinents 


Sukoi  Strait 
Gilmer  Bay 
Cuvacan  Cove 
Krestof  Sound 


303* 
306* 
307* 
309* 


20 
20 


Not  rated  in  1979 
Not  rated  in  1979 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 


(.2)     History:     This   large  area  has  a  long  and  varied  history  at  use  datLii 
from  Tlingit  use   in  prehistoric  and  historic  times   to  the  present  use  by 
varietv  of  Alaska  residents  and  visitors.     Use  of  the  area  has  been 
primarily  for  hunting,    fishing,    recreation,   and  temporary  occupancy. 
Remains  of  structures  and  other  human  cultural  activity   in  varying  degreo 
of  deterioration  can  still  be  found. 


(3)     Locacion  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  in  the  middle  of  Krucof 
Island.     It  runs  from  Point  Mary  at  the  northern  end  of  Shelikof  Say.  nor 
along  the  coast  to  the  head  of  Gilmer  Bay.     From  there   it  runs  across 
Kruzof  Island  to  Krestof  Sound.     It  is  bounded  on  the  north  bv  :he  roads 
and  timber  activicy  that  cross   the   Island  from  Gilmer  Bav  zo  Sukoi  InK^:. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  roads  and  timber  activitv  chat  cross  :;i 
island  from  Shelikof  Bay  to  Mud  Bay.     The  area  also   includes   the  Nederlida. 
Islands   in  Krestof  Sound  and  a  number  of  small  offshore   islands  and  rocks 


The  primary  form  of  access  to  the  area  is  by  saltwater  along  both  the 
Pacific  Ocean  and  the  Krestof  Sound  coastlines.     Access   to  the  area  ls 
generally  good.     This   is  due  to  the  bays   that  provide  sheltered  anchorai:e 
for  boats,   and  the  roadless  areas'    proximity  to  Sitka.     There  are  no 
National  Forest  System  Trails  within  the  area. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  ToniJ,.iss  Laiul 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (W/\RS)   was   the  nationwide  system  used 
rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  .Area 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generaiLv  charac ce r ized  bv 
small   irregular  mountains  or  ridges  1,000  Co  2,000   feec  in  elevacion  havin 
steep  slopes.      Rocky  crests  and  sharp   ridges   are   found  scattered   th roui;;;oi.; 
the  area.     The  eastern  portion  of  the  area  is  gentlv  sloping.     The  rock'.' 
shoreline   is  characterized  by   forested  lowlands  wi-h  a   re  Lative  Lv  ::e'.'.tl^- 
slope  and  interspersed  with  small  gravel  or  sandv  beaches.     Tb.e'  few  s  1 1"^.- 
in  the  area  are  generally  short  and  flow  directlv  to  saltvater. 

There  are    miles  of  shoreline  along  saltwater.      Tb.ere   are   oO  ac  l'  — 

alpine   tundra  and   ISO  acres  of  rock.     There  are   J!       acres  of  freshvato:- 
lakes   in  the  area,   although  none  of  the   lakes  are  large. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Morthefn 
Outer  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally 
characterized  by  rugged  highly  dissected  topography,   exposed  extremel 
wet  outer  coastal  environment,   and  extensive  alpine  environments  with 
productive   forested  areas  highly  fragmented  and  usually  concentrated 
on  oversteepened  slopes  and  on  valley  bottoms. 

(b)  Vegetation:     The  vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  consists 
primarily  of  typical  spruce-hemlock  forests.     Western  hemlock- S i tka 
spruce  dominate  the  overscory  while  the  understory  is  composed  of 
shrubs  such  as  red  huckleberrv,   rusty  menziesia,   and  devil's  club. 
The  forest  floor  is  covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses,    liverworts,  and 
plants  such  as  deerheart,  bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delight,  and 
skunk  cabbage.     Streamside  riparian  vegetation  is  characterized  'ov 
salraonberrv,   devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 

Muskegs  are  abundant  within  this  area,   however  due   to   their  small  si-Z^. 
and  association  with  forested  sites,   accurate  acreage  estimates  .ire 
difficult.     These  areas,   dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,    sedges,  and 
shrubs  of  the  heath  family,   are  interspersed  among  low  elevation 
timber  stands  where  drainage  is  restricted.     Trees  within  the  muskegs 
are  sparse  and  consist  mainly  of  stunted  hemlock,    lodgepole  pine.  .;t'.J. 
Alaska  cedar. 

At  elevations  generally  above  2,000  feet,    the  plant  communities  are 
characterized  by  low  shrubs,   grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  forests 
and  meadows  occur  at  the  interface  between  the   forested  communities 
and  the  alpine  tundra. 

There  are  approximately  24,616  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  16.  ^''06 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land. 
10,575  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  901  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Shallow  mineral  soils  with  good  drainage  can  be   found  on 
steeper  slopes  due   to  rapid  loss  of  material  bv  erosion  .uid  ett'.oio:-: 
rainwater  runoff.     Deep,   well  drained  soils  conimoiilv  occur  bolou 
shallow  soils  on  the  gentler  slopes  where   transported  soil  ;n.ito  r  i.;  L  s 
have  collected.     Poorly  drained  soils  are   found  assocLatov.!  witli  low- 
relief  and  impermeable  subsurface   layers.      In  locations  with  poor 
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drainage,  deep  organic  soils  (muskegs)  cend  to  forin.  In  riparian 
areas,  soil  -ones  cend  Co  concain  sand  and  gravels  as  a  resulc  of 
flood  deposicion. 

'  (d)     Fish  Resourcti:      Fish  resources  have  been   raced  as   pare  of  che 
Tongass   Land  Manageitienc   Plan   i,L979  )   and  bv   che  Alaska  Departriei't  of 
Fish  and  Came   in  cheir  Foresc  Habicac  Incegricy  Program   i,19S3'i.  lIv.-^Sl- 
racings  describe   che  value  of  VCU '  s   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fia';-. 
and  esC'aaries. 

The  Krescof  Sound   ,20'"'^   VCU  raced  as  'a.igh  value   for  sport    fis;-,  , 
commercial   fish,   and  escuaries.     No  ocher  VCU's   raced  iiighly. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  many  varied  wildlife   resources  in 
chis  roadless  area.     Birds  and  wacerfowl  rearing  and  nescing  areas  are 
a-bundanc.     Generally,    che  area  provides  deer  and  brown  bear  habicac. 
Bald  eagle  habicac,   nescing  and  rooscing  crees ,   encompasses  ch;s 
roadless  area  along  che  shorelines. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  concains  no  known 
residenc  chreacened  or  endangered  species.     This  area  has  been 
identified  as  having  habicacs  for  C'wo  migracing  endangered  species. 
The  Peale's  peregrine  falcon  passes  chrough  che  forescs  during  the 
spring  and  fall  migracion  flighcs  and  che  humpback  whale  inhabics 
nearby  wacers . 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     The  majority  of  chis  area  was  allocaco^l 
Co  Land  Use  Designaciol?  i,LUD)    3   in   che  Tongas-s   Land  Managemenc   Plan.  rhi< 
includes   chose  poccions  of  VCU's   303.    307,    and  309  concained  within  this 
roadless  area. 

Areas  allocated  Co  LUD  3  are   to  be  managed  for  a  variecy  of  uses.  T'.-'.e 
emphasis   is  on  managing  for  boch  araenicy  and  comraodicv  orienced  uses  in 
compatible  manner  to  provide  che  greatest  combination  of  benefits.  Theso 
areas  usually  have  high  amenity  values  in  conjunccion  wich  high  commoditv 
values.     Allowances   in  calculated  pocencial   cimber  yield  have  been  made  to 
meet  raulciple  use  coordination  objectives. 

The  other  VCU   in  chis   area  was  allocaced  Co  Land  Use   Designacion   i.LUD''  i;>. 
che  Tongass  Land  Managemenc  Plan.     This   includes  a  porcion  of  VCU  30u  . 
Gilmer  Bay. 

Areas  allocated  to  LUD  4  provide  opportunities  for  intensive  developmenc  of 
resources.     Emphasis  is  primarily  on  coramodicy,   or  markec  resources  and 
their  use,  while  also  providing  for  amenity  values.     When  conflicts  over 
competing  resource  uses  arise,   conflicts  would  most  often  be  resolved  in 
favor  of  commodity  values.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential  cimber  vield 
have  been  made  Co  provide  for  protection  of  physical  and  biological 
productivity . 

Recreational  use  of   the  area   is  primarilv  for  hunting,    fishing,  and 
enjoying  Che  scenery.     This  use   is  scattered  across   che  area  .iikI 
usual  concentrations  near  lakes,   screams,   and  shorelines. 
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(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     A  vase  majoricy  of  the  area  io 
considered  unmodified  except  for  chose  areas  primarily  located  near  the 
boundary  with  evidence  of  current  or  historic  use.      Evidence  of  historic 
use   includes  clearcut  timber  sales  outside   the  boundarv  of  the  area. 
Current  use   includes  various   short-term  occupancies,    and  other  evidence  o 
the  use  of  the  area  and  the  surrounding  waters.     All  of  this  evidence  is 
readily  apparent  to  visitors   that  visit  the  specific  sites. 

The  visual  character   tvpe  of   this   roadless   area   is   classified  as 
Admiral  ty  -  Ch  ichago  f  .      Lar!dforTS   in  this  character   tvpe   are  g-?r.e  ra  L  1;.' 
rounded.     Rockv  islands,    reefs,   and  rock  bluffs  are   found  freouentlv  or.  : 
outer  coast.     Rockv  shorelines   interspersed  with  small  gravel  beaches  ar^ 
found  throughout  the  character  type.     Streams  are  generally  short  and  swi: 
on  Che  west  side  of  the  roadless  area.     The  screams  are  clear  and  many 
offer  considerable  visual  variecy,   e.g.,   pools,   rapids,   cascades,  riffles, 
falls,   and  meandering  forms.     Salcwacer  bays  and  escuarles  are  numerous  and 
exhibic  much  variecy,   from  small  shelcered  coves  to  large  exposed  forms. 
Ofcen  dramacic  high  energy  seas  occur  on  Che  oucer  coasc. 

The  Middle  Kruzof  Roadless  .Area  is  a  poor  example  of  this  visual  character 
class  as  ic  has  few  of  Che  described  features,  or  che  feacures  are  limited 
or  poorly  represented. 

Approxiraacely  10  percenc  of  chis  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  198-^  as 
being  Visual  Variecy  Class  B   (Common),   and  approximacelv  73  percent  as 
Variecy  Class  C   (Minimal  Variecy).     The  remaining  12  percent  of  the  acreas; 
was  inventoried  Variecy  Class  .A  (Discinctive)  .  ^ 

.Approximately  4#  percenc  of  chis   roadless  area  was   invenCoried   in   I'^iS-i  .is 
having  an  Exiscing  Visual  Condicion  (EVC)   1;    these  areas  appear   to  be 
untouched  by  human  activity.     There  is  60  percent  of  the  area   in  EVC  V. 
where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  obvious   to  the  average  person.  The 
changes  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(8)  Surroundings   (Excemal  Influences):     The  area  is  bordered  by  saltwate 
on  Cvo  sides.     As  a  result,   external  influences  on  chose  sides  are  limited 
CO  che  sighcs  and  sounds  of  mocorized  boacs .     The  norchern  and  soucher:'; 
boundaries  adjoin  areas  of  cimber  accivicy  and  che  associated  road 
systems.     These  developments  have  not  only  had  local   impact  on  the  roadies 
area,    the  sights  and  sounds  of  timber  harvests  and  motorized  use  of  :h.e 
roads  affect  the  entire  area  due  Co  ics  narrow  shape  and  che  wav  it  wraps 
around  the  old  timber  harvests. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural   features  o 
the  area,    che  scenery,   and  che  opportunity  Co  see  wildlife  are  all 
considered  accraccions.     The  area  concains  eighc  inventoried  recreation 
places  which  contains  26., 639  acres.     These  are  no  National  Forest  System 
Trails  in  this  roadless  area,   and  no  public  recreation  cabins.     There  are 
no  other  accraccions  or  feacures  of  special  inceresc. 
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b.     CapabiliCy  of  ManagemenC  as  ULIdemess  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  ManagemenC  Area  Boundaries:     The  Middle  Kruzot 
Roadless  Area  ^enerallv  does   not  have  a  boundary   chat   is  well  defined  by 
topographic   features.     T'/.e  T.ajority  of  the  boundary  for  this   L-shaped  aren 
is  defined  bv   road  svstetr.s  and   timber  activity.      The  boundaries  determined 
bv  Gilmer  Sav .    the  Pacific  Ocean,   Shelikof  Bay.   and  Krestof  Sound  are 

eas  ilv  described  and  reco-j;n  ited .      3oth   the  northern  boundary  and  the 
soutr.ern  boundarv  of   the   area   follow   road  systems  and   timber  activitv  over 
hills   and   though  valleys. 

The   feasibilitv  of  management  of  this  area  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  unroaded 
condition  is  reduced  due  to  significant  motorized  access  along  both  the 
northern  and  souchern  boundaries.     The  manageability  is  also  affected  by 
the  face  chat  the  area  is  only  one  mile  wide  along  the  western  leg,   and  not 
much  over  fwo  miles  wide  along  the  northern  leg. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  evidence  of 
current  and  historic  use  of  the  area.     This  evidence  although  locally 
significant,   has  a  very  low  overall  effect  on  the  natural   integrity  of  the 
area.     Both  the  relative  size  of  the  developments  and  their  location  along 
the  shoreline  or  boundary  contribute   to  that  low  impact.     The  long-term 
ecological  processes  are  intact  and  operating  with  the  effect  of  human 
influences  on  natural  processes  unmeasurab  le .     However,    the  narrow  sp.ape  of 
the  area  and  the  fact  that  it  wraps  around  a  large  area  of  timber  activitv. 
makes   it  difficult  to  ignore  the  adja,cent  development,   when  viewing  the 
roadless  area. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There    is  a  moderate  opportunitv  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Recreational  use  of  the  area   is  relativelv 
limited  and  dispersed,   so   that  encounters  with  other  visitors  are 
unlikely.     The  sight  or  sound  of  airplanes  overhead  and  boats  along  the 
coastlines  can  occasionally  intrude  on  a  visitor's  solitude.     There  is 
motorized  recreation  occurring  both  on  the  adjacent  road  svstem  and   in  some 
off-road  locations  that  can  be  heard. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  a  onlv  a 
moderate  opportunity  for  primitive  recreation  as  a  result  of   its  site,  Lick 
of  topographic  screening,   and  physical  challenges.     There  are   few  Lakes, 
ponds,   or  stream  that  contribute  to  the  opportunities.     The  absence  of 
developed  recreational   facilities  enhances   the  opportunity  for  primitive 
recreation . 

The  area  provides  primarily  a  Primitive  recreation  opportunity  as 
inventoried  with  the  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)   system.  The 
acreage  of  each  ROS  class  within  the  Roadless  Area  are   listed  below. 


ROS  Class  Acres 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  1.38: 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  ^^,315 

Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorited  i,SPNM)  16.645 

Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (,SPM)  640 
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The  area  contains  eight  recreacion  places. 


ROS  CUkSS 


#  OF  REG.  PL.\CES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


R  -  NAT 


1 ,  382 


4,^58 


SPNM 
SPM 


14,985 
8  ,  273 


II , 124 
5.939 


No  NacionaL  Forasc  Svscem  Trails  or  recreacion  cabins  exisc   in  che  are.i. 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   ScienCific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  features  of  ecologic,   geologic,   scientific,   or  cultural 
significance. 

Availability  for  Managemenc  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  PoCenCials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  current  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan, 
Amended  Winter  1985-86  identified  opportunities  for  a  Recreation  Cabi 
in  Gilmer  Bay.     No  potential  trail  locations  or  developed  recreation 
sites  have  been  identified  at  this  time. 

The  motorized  recreation  use  on  the  Kruzof  Island  Road  and  the 
attraction  of  the  Shelikof  Recreation  Cabin  and  Shelikof  Say  will 
continue  to  draw  visitors  to  the  roaded  area  south  of  this  roadless 
area.     The  topography,   shape,   and  size  will  restrict  the  opporcunitie 
for  managing  this  area  for  recreational  opportunities   in  an  unroade^i 
condition . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  current  Tongass  Land  Managemenc  Plan.  Ar.ier.d^^ 
Winter  1985-86  did  not  identify  any  opportunities   for  enhancemetic  oc 
che  fish  resources  wichin  chis  roadless  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  current  Tongass  Land  Managemenc  Plan. 
Amended  Wincer  1985-36  did  not  identify  any  opporcuni cies  for 
enhancemenc  of  the  wildlife  resources  within  this  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     The  currenc  Tongass  Land  Managemenc  Plan. 
Amended  Winter  1985-86  did  not  identify  any  opporcunicies  for 
managemenc  of  che   timber  resource   in  Chis  roadless  area.     There  are 
11,797  acres   inventoried  as   tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.  This 
includes  581  acres  of  riparian  old  growch,   and  7,510  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  No  significant  land  use  authorizations 
exist  within  the  roadless  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  does  not  have  a  high  mineral  deve lopmetic 
potential  and  there  are  no  known  claims. 


(g)  Areas  of  ScienCific  Interest:  There  are  no  known  areas  of 
scientific   inceresC   in  the   roadless  area. 
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(2)     Managemenc  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area 
is  dependent  on  the  development  of  high  market  values  and  harvest 
methods  which  will  allow  extraction  without  need  for  extensive 
reading. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has   no  significant   fire  historv. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:      Endemic   tree  diseases   common   to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present   in   the  area,   however,    there  are  no  know  epidemic 
disease  occurrences. 


(d)     Land  SCaCus:     NOT  YET  AVAILABLE 


d.     Relationship  Co  Conununicies  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  WiLdernoss 
is   the  West  Chichagof - Yakobi  Wilderness   that  lies  north  of  Salisbury  SoL'.nd. 
Two  other  nearby  Wildernesses  are  the  Admiralty  National  .Monument 
Wilderness,   which  lies  east  of  Chatham  Strait,   and  the  South  Baranof 
Wilderness  south  of  Sitka. 


Nearby  roadless  areas   include  North  Kruzof  and  South  Kruzof,   both  on  Krutof 
Island,   North  Baranof,   which  lies  east  of  Neva  Strait  on  Baranof  Island, 
and  Sitka  Sound,   which  includes   islands  and  Whitestone  Peninsula   m  Sitka 
Sound . 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Connnunity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  90  150 

Sitka  (Pop.     3,041)  10  10 

Angoon  (Pop.         639)  50  80 

The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Sitka. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 


(b)     Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  with 
recreational  boating,   hunting  and  fishing,   and  viewing  the  wildlife 
and  the  scenerv  of  the  area. 


e .      Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  ^\REA  DESCRIPTION 


N/\ME:     Hoonah  Sound   (  323  )  ACRES   (GROSS):     97.277  ACRES   (NFS):  ^^^.2 

GEOZONE:     CO  5 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  19 


a.  Description 

(I)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The   table  below  displays   the  VCU  JL/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  comments.     This  enables 
Che  reader  Co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaluaced  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Racing 

ConunenCs 

Rapids  Poinc 

279C 

17 

LUD  3 

Deep  Bay 

280C 

22 

LUD  4 

Ushk  Bay 

281C* 

20 

LUD  4 

Fick  Cove 

282C 

18 

LUD  4 

Paccerson  Bay 

283C 

22 

LUD  4 

Souch  Arm 

285C* 

•■)  -7 

LUD  3 

Moser  Island 

286C 

19 

LUD  3 

^--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     Southeast  Alaska  is  believed  to  have  been  settled  aboLit 
10,000   to   11,000  years  ago.     There  are  human  occupancy  sices    m   the  =;er,v.^'- 
vicinity  of  the  Hoonah  Sound  roadless  area  that  date   to  9,000+  years  beco 
present   (BP).     The  oldesC  known  sice  within  the  Hoonah  Sound  evaluation 
area  dates  to  approximacely  3,000  BP.     This  date  may  be  pushed  back  bv 
future  field  investigacions . 

Tlingic  oral  hisCory  indicaces  chac  che  upper  areas  of  Hoonah  Sound  wei-e 
noc  used  excepc  for  seasonal  huncing,   fishing  and  gachering.  The 
norchernraosc  known  permanenc  village  sice  in  che  Hoonah  Sound  area  is 
locaCed  ac  Poison  Cove.     Seasonal  villages  have  been  locaced  along  Hoonaii 
Sound  CO  Paccerson  Bay.     The  area  was  apparencly  used  by  Nacive  peoples 
from  che  Sitka,   Hoonah  and  Angoon  areas.     In  1799,    100  to   150  of  AlexatviL- 
Baranov's  Aleut  hunters  died  at  Poison  Cove  from  eating  "mussels"    troni  rii 
tidef lats . 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  che 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)  was   the  nation-wide  system  used 
to  rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in   che  Roadless  Ato.i 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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Earlv  European  entries  were   for   crade ,    hunting  and  exploration.  Lt. 
Lisianskv  of  the  Russian  Navv  mapped  the  Peril  Scrait  area  in  1S05.  Peril 
Strait  was   imoortanc  thEn,   as  now,    for  access   to   the   inland  waterwavs  whicii 
provided  protected  north-south  water  travel,   as  well  as  access   to  the 
inland  is  lands . 

The  primarv  activities  have  remained  fishing,   hunting  and  f urga the r ing . 
Although  fish  canneries  and  traps  were   important  in  Hoonah  Sound   in  tr.v? 
earlv  20th  Centurv,    none  have  been   found   in   the   roadless   area.  Eami;io:^s 
Vixon  Islands  vere  used  for  fox  farming  from  1920  to   1925.     Rodgers  rji::: 
was   the  site  of  a  Federal  Aviation  Administration  VHF  radio  site   from  L-'''3C 
to   19d6  and  an  Alaskan  Coastal  Airlines  "Radio-H"   station  from  1953  to 
1960.     Recent  activities   include  logging  and  road  construction  activities 
in  Ushk  and  Paccerson  Bays  and  Fick  Cove. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Hoonah  Sound  roadless  evaluation  area  is 
located  on  Chichagof  Island,   west  of  Hoonah  Sound  and  North  of  Peril 
Strait.   The  community  of  Hoonah  is  approximately  45  miles   to   the  north  an.d 
the  city  of  Sicka  is  about  32  miles   to  the  south.     The  area   is  bound  bv  ciie 
Vest  Chichagof -Yakobi  Wilderness   (WC-Y')   on.  the  north  and  west,   by  Hoonali 
Sound  to  the  east  and  Peril  Strait  on  the  south.     .Access   is  by  boat  or 
floatplane . 

There  are  roads   in  exclusion  areas  at  Ushk  Bay,    Fick  Cove  and  Patterson  S.iv 
that  provide   foot  or  vehicle  access  to  the  associated  river  vallevs.  Thei'o 
is  all-terrain  vehicle   (ATV)   use  on  these  roads  as  well  as  some  off- road 
use  . 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  large  area  displays  a  wide  terrain, 
variation.     The   topography  is   typical  of  most  of  the   larger   island  ,;re.:S  . 
It  is  characterized  by  flat  river  valleys,   surrounded  by  mountains. 
Terrain  relief  ranges   from  sea  level  to  more   than  2,500   feet   in  elevation 
at  Pinnacle  Peak.     .Although  these  mountains  are  not  among  the  highest  m 
the  area,    they  are  steep  and  highly  dissected  by  streams.     The  lower 
reaches  of  the  rivers  follow  meandering  courses   in  broad,    flat  f  loocp  La  l-.^.s  . 
while  the  headwaters  are  in  steep,   narrow  valleys.     There  are  numerous 
small  lakes  scattered  about  the  area.     Most  of  the  smaller  lakes   Lie  .;bo\-o 
the  1,000  foot  elevation.     There  is  a  total  of  380  acres  of  freshwater 
lakes . 

There  are    miles  of  saltwater  shoreline,    acres  of  beach. 

7,944  acres  of  small  islands,    120  acres  of  snow  and  ice,   -+,734  acres  of 
alpine  tundra  and  5,274  acres  of  rock. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Northern 
Outer  Islands  geographic  province.     This  province  is  characterized  bv 
rugged,   highly  dissected  topography  with  exposed,   extremelv  wet  outof 
coastal  climate  and  extensive  alpine  environments,    and  productive 
forests  on  ove  r  -  s  teepened  slopes  and  in  river  bottoms.     The  lloor.,;h. 
Sound  area   is  somewhat  different  than  the  norm  and  has  some  of 
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charac  ce  r  is  c  ics  of  che  Northern  Interior  Islands  province   in  th.ic  it 
is  more  protected  from  outer  coastal  storms  and  has  a  generally  colder 
climate.      It  may  best  be  described  as  a  transition  between  the  cvo 
provinces . 

(b)  Vegetation:     Dense  western  hemlock-S  itka  spruce   forests  doininat-a 
the  overstorv,   with  an  underscory  of  shrubs  such  as  red  huckleberrv. 
rustv  menciesia,   and  devil's  club,   and  a  forest  floor  is  covered  -.v-i:':^, 
a  mat  of  mosses,    liverworts,   and  plants  such  as  deerheart,  bunciioei'rv 
do^'-iood.    single  deligiit,    and  skunk  cabbage.      Strearaside   r  i  p. ^  l' i 
understorv  vegetation   is  characterised  by  salmonberrv,   devil's  al'j.b. 
alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 

Muskegs,   dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,   sedges,   and  shrubs  of  the  heath 
family,   are  interspersed  among  low  elevation  timber  stands  where 
drainage   is   rescricced.     Trees  are  sparse  and  consist  mainly  of 
stunted  hemlock,   lodgepole  pine,   and  Alaska-cedar.     At  elevations 
above  approximately  2,000  feet,    the  plane  communities  are 
characterised  by  low  shrubs,   grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  forests 
and  meadows  occur  at  the  interface  between  the  forested  communities 
and  the  alpine  tundra. 

There  are  approximately  79,377  acres  of  forested  lands,   of  which 
39,646  acres  are  classified  as  commercial  forest  land  (CFL).  There 
are  7,630  acres  classified  as  riparian  old  growth  and  29,  63^^  acres  .is 
nonriparian  old  growth.  '  Approximately  4,734  acres  are  alpine  tundra 
vegetation,   and  6,352  acres  aire  classed  as  muskeg.     Muskeg  is 
interspersed  within  other  types   in  units   too  small  to  map.  Therefore, 
the  acreage  for  muskeg  may  be  substantially  understated. 

(c)  Soils:     Glacial  activity,   combined  with  a  basicallv  sedimencarv 
bedrock,   are  primary  factors  in  soil  development  in  the  evaluation 
area.     Other  factors  are  high  rainfall,   cool  summer  temperatures  .md 
short  growing  season.     Dense  vegetative  growth,   combined  wicli  a  slow 
organic  matter  breakdown  leaves  a  thick  duff  layer  on  most  of  die 
subalpine  soils. 

The  roadless  areas'    soils  are  highly  variable  and  range   from  exposed 
bedrock  and  very  shallow,   poorly  developed  soils   in  the  higlier 
elevations  to  deep  fluvial  and  colluvial  deposits   in  the   flat  river 
bottoms.     There  are   large  areas  of  deep  supersaturated  or  inundated 
organic  soils   (muskeg)   over  much  of  the  area.     The  steeper  slopes  are 
generally  well  drained,   shallow,   moderately  productive  soils.  The 
valley  bottoms  are  generally  deep,   well  to  poorly  drained  soils  an.d 
are  highly  productive.     Many  of  the  soils  are  highly  leached  because 
of  the  rainfall. 


(d)     Fish  Resource:     There  are   four  Pacific  salmon  (sockeye,  coho. 
pink  and  chum)  valuable  for  commercial,   subsistence  and  sport  fishini: 
that  spawn  and  rear   in  these  waters.      In  addition,    steelhead   trout  Is 
a  favored  and  valuable   sportfishing  species.     Other  species    Lno  laoio 
Dolly  Varden  char,   stickleback  and  smelt.     Important  saltwater 
fisheries   include  crab,   clams,   sablefish  and  rockf ishes . 
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Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the  Tongass   Land  Manae.emeii t 
Plan   {1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game   (,ADF>SC^  lp. 
their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (,1983).     These   ratings  descri-b^-^ 
the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish  and  estuaries.  The 
following  table   lists  seven  VCUs  rated  high 'to  very  high  for 
commercial  and/or  sport  fisheries  values  and  for  highly  valued 
estuaries . 

Sport       Commercial  Estuarine 


Rapids  Point 

2790 

X 

X 

Deep  3ay 

2S0C 

X 

X 

X 

Ushk  3ay 

2310 

X 

X 

X 

Fick  Cove 

23  2C 

X 

X 

X 

Patterson  Bay 

2S3C 

X 

X 

X 

South  Arm 

2S5C 

X 

X 

X 

Moser  Island 

236C 

X 

X 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Wildlife  is  diversified  in  numbers  and 
species.     Thev  include  brown  bear,   Sitka  black- tailed  deer,  pine 
marten,    land  otter,   mink  and  beaver,   as  well  as  smaller  mammals  and 
several  amphibians.     There  are  few  resident  bird  species;   however,  the 
area  is  used  by  many  migratory  species,   including  waterfowl.  Eagles 
are  common  in  the  coastal  rone.     Sport  and  subsistence  deer  hunting  is 
iraportanc  in  this  area.     This   is  a  popular  brown  bear  hunting  area. 

In  addition,    there  are  pine  marten  and  mink  trapping  and  seal  huntip.g. 

Inventoried  habitat   for  black-tailed  deer,   brown  bear,    pine  marten  .;p.d. 
red  squirrel  totals  101,310  acres.     Habitat  for  other  management 
indicator  species   include  mountain  goat   (40  acres). 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     There  are  no  known  threare;-',o J. 
or  endangered  species  within  the  roadless  area.     The  area  raav  receiv;.^ 
some  migratory  use  by  the  peregrine  falcon.     The  bald  eagle,  a 
protected  species,   uses   the  area  for  nesting  and  rearing. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     Land  Use  Designations   (LUD")  were 
allocated  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979).     There  are  three 
VCU's   (  17,753  acres)   allocated  to  LUD  3,   which  allows  for  management  of  t'p.o 
land  for  a  variety  of  uses,   with  emphasis  on  managing  the  uses  and 
activities   in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide   for  the 
greatest  combination  of  benefits.     These  areas  have  a  high  use  or  higli 
amenity  value  in  conjunction  with  a  high  commodity  value.      Four  VCU's 
(34,057  acres)   are  allocated  to  LUD  4,   which  provides  for  intensive 
resource  management  and  development,   consistent  with  provisions  to  protect 
physical  and  biological  productivity. 

There  are  no  management  activities  beyond  some  fish  habitat  improvement 
within  the  roadless  evaluation  area.     There  are  inclusions  of  timber 
harvest  and  road  construction  in  Patterson  and  Ushk  Bays  and  Fick  Cove; 
they  are  excluded  from  the  roadless  area.     The  entire  evaluation  area  is 
within  Management  Area  5  of  the  Alaska  Pulp  Corporation  Long-term  TLiiibor 
Sale  Contract  area;   however,   no  activities  outside  of   those  mentioned 
occurred  or  are  currently  planned.     There  are  no  special  use   pe  r;:!  l  c  ^ 
upland  structures.     Outfitter/guides  use   the  evaluation  area.     There  are  p.o 
authorized  structures;   however,    there  are  three  or  more  unauthorized 
(trespass)  cabins. 
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(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     Alchough   che  areas  adjacenc  :o 
ciir.ber  harvest  activities   (a  small  portion  of  the   cocal  area)   appear  h^igiil'.- 
modified,    Che  Hoonah  Sound  evaluation  area  generally  appears  natural  and 
unmodified.     Some  minor  development-  has  occurred  along  the  coastline,  such 
as   tentframes,    these  are  unobtrusive  and  do  not  generally  detract   from  th.e 
the  area's  naturalness.     There  are  no  other  readily  apparent  signs  of  h'jinnr. 
activities . 

The  visual  character  type   is   the  .Admiral  ty  -  Chichago  f .     Landforms  are 
generally  rounded,    but   to   range   to   steep.    'cv.z,ged  mountains  on   th^  vest  : 
the  Hoonah  Sound  Roadless  .Area.     These  mountains   are   snowcapped  most  of  tl^e 
vear.      Rockv  shorelines,    interspersed  with  gravel  beaches   are   foi.;nd  a  Lo''.._-, 
Hoonah  Sound  and  Peril  Straits.     Streams  are  often  short  and  swift,    f  lo'.v  ii-.g 
directly  to  saltwater.     Bays  and  estuaries  are  common  and  show  a  wide  range 
of  visual  characteristics.     Lower  slopes  are  densely  vegetated  and  are 
interspersed  with  muskeg  and  small  lakes.     Upper  slopes  appear  bare  from  a 
distance,   but  often  contain  muskeg,   alpine   tundra  vegetation  and  scattered 
tree  cover. 

The  evaluation  area  is  inventoried  as  13  percent  Variety  Class  A 
(Distinctive),    55  percent  Variety  Class  B  (Common)   and  32  percent  Variety 
Class  C  (Minimal).     The  majority  of  che  area  (83  percent)    is  inventoried  as 
an  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)    I,   which  appears  untouched  by  human 
activity.     The  balance  of  the  area   (12  percent)    is   inventoried  as  an  EVC 
IV,   or  areas   in  which  changes   in  che  landscape  are  easily  noticed  bv  tiie 
average  visicor,   and  may  attract  some  attention. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     There  are   cwo  small  privatelv 
owned  tracts  within,   but  excluded  from,,  che  roadless  area.     These  aro 
locaced  at  Deep  Bay  and  Poison  Cove.     Peril  Scraic   is   che  .Alaska  Maui:-.o 
Highway  route  connecting  Sitka  with  che  resc  of  Southeast  Alaska.  Th.eve 
are  approximately  ten  weekly  ferry  passages  during  che  summer  monchs  .  l:\ 
addition,   there  is  some  cruiseship  and  tourboat  use.     The  Straic  is  tl-.e 
major  connecting  corridor  becween  che  west  side  of  Baranof  and  Chichago: 
Islands  and  che  inland  waterways.     Therefore,    it  is  commonly  used  bv  spoi't 
and  commercial  fishing  boats,   as  well  as  barge  traffic.     Hoonah  Sound  got;; 
heavy  pleasure  and  commercial   fishing  craft  use.     Because   che  roadless  ave.i 
is  bound  by  water  on  the  east  and  south  and  che  WC-Y  Wilderness   to  tl-,e 
north  and  west,   there  is  little  activity  in  the  adjoining  surroundings  th-;t 
would  adversely  affect  the  wilderness  character  of  the  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Alchough  the  wildlife 
and  natural  beauty  of  the  area  are  attractions,   there  is  little  to 
distinguish  this  from  many  other  areas.     Basic  attractions  are  the 
opportunity  to  "get  away  from  it  all"   (solitude),   sportfishing  and  huncing. 
There  are  no  Forest  Service  recreation  facilities,   such  as  cabins,    nor  aro 
there  any  developed/maintained  trails.     A  public  use  recreacion  cabin  is 
planned  for  construction  on  Moser  Island  in  1990.     .A  special   interest  auiv 
be   the  diverse  cultural  resource  sites   in  the  general  area:   however,  t'aero 
are  no   interpretative  or  information  programs  at  present.     There  oa'o   _  :^ 
inventoried  recreation  places  which  total  2i!.S55  acros. 
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b.     CapabiliCy  of  ManagemenC  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  ManageabiliCy  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Manageability  as 
wilderness   is  high.     The  boundaries  are  defined  bv  the  coastline  or  are  p.oc 
critical  because  of  the  adjoining  Wilderness.      Effects  of  adjoining 
activities  are  minimal  because   these  activities  are   transitory  in  natur-j 

1,  ie  .    sal  tvate  r  -  based  or  wilderness  -  related)  .      Past  activities   i^see   v  ^'.'-i'-' 
detract   from  relativelv  small  portions  of  the   roadless  area:    iiowever.  tho'.' 
mav  provide  better  access,    via   the   existing  road  svstem,    into   the  i:-.tc-ioi 
of   the  area.      '.v'ere   the  Hoonah  Sound  e\-aluation  area   left    in  an  un ro..; ao d 
state,    it  would  complement   the  West  Chichagof   -   Yakobi  Wilderness, 
donverselv,    the  presence  of  the  WC - Y  Wilderness   enhances   the  wilderness 
character  of  the  Hoonah  Sound  Roadless  Area. 

(2)  Natural  InCegriCy:     The  evaluation  area  is  unmodified  except   for  mip-or 
activities   (including  the  trespass  cabins)   and  for  early  cabin  and  camp 
sites,    including  Mative  activity  sites.     The  early  sites  are  deteriorated 
and  grown  over,   making  them  apparent  only  with  close  examination.  Tlie 
existing  cabins  are  unobtrusive  and  infrequent,   and  do  not  detract   from  tlio 
natural  integrity  of  the  total  area. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     The  opportunity  for  solitude  is  verv  high. 
Terrain  is  such  that  activities  in  coastal  waters  have  little  influence  on 
areas  away  from  the  coastline.     The  very  large  area,   coupled  with  lack  o  t: 
activities  and  low  visitation,   contribute   to   the   feeling  of  solitude.  High 
altitude  overflights  by  commercial  airliners   (approximately  six  per  dav> 
and  occasional  small  aircraft  flights  may  provide  some  distraction. 


r 


(4)     Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarilv 
primitive   recreational  opportunities,    as   inventoried  with   the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  system. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  I  (PI) 
Primitive  II  (2) 

Semi  -  Primi  tive  Non-Motorited  (^SPNM) 
Semi - Primi tive  Motorized  (SPM) 


30,679 
10,003 
3,511 
2,517 


No  ROS 


100 


The 


area  contains  25  recreation  places,    totalling  22,355. 


ROS 


CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


PI 

P2 


6 
9 
7 
3 


11. 167 
4,454 
5,314 
1,919 


1,  370 
5  ,  121 
3  ,473 
5  .  144 


SPNM 
SPM 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  JIANAGEMENT  SITUATION 


January  31,  1990 


(5)     Special   FeaCures   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  Tb.ere 
a  high  probabiliuv  for  numerous  cultural  resource  sites;   however,  little 
study  has  been  done   in  the  area.     There  are  13  known  or  suspected 
(unconfirmed)   sites,   dating  back  to  about  3,000  years  before  present. 
Future  survevs  mav   find  sites  contemporarv  with  older  sites    in   the  genera 
area  and  mav  add  subs tantiallv  to  knowledge  of  pre-European  culture.  Mos 
known  sites  are   located  in  the  coastal  zone.      Further  field  investigation, 
mav   reveal  an  opportunitv   to  add   to   the  pool  of  scientific  or  eco  L^^    i  j  a  L 
knowledge   for  other  resources:   however,   current   indications  are   tiiat  ti-.e:' 
is   nothing  unique   about   the  area. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Uildemess  or   in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  PotenCials 

(a)  RecreaCion  PoCenCial:     The  poCenCial  exists   Co  enhance  primitiv 
and/or  serai-primicive  recreation  opportunities.     These  include 
construction  of  trails  and  of  recreation  cabins,   particularly  along 
the  coast  in  the  several  protected  bays.     Potential  also  exists  to 
provide  interpretative  information  for  cultural  resource  sites  along 
the  coast.     The  Tongass  Land ' Management  Plan,   as  amended  in  19S5-So 
(TLMP) ,   identified  recreation  facilities  development  for  a  day-use 
shelter  construction  in  one  VCU . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     TLMP  identified  no  projects   for  in-streaiii  habir 
or  non-stream  habitat   improvement  projects.     Watershed  rehab  i  L  l  t,;  t 
projects  in  the  logged  areas  outside  the  evaluation  are  will  benefit 
downstream  fisheries  by  reduction  of  sedi^nt  and  cooling  of^upstre.; 
waters . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   as  amer.oe 
has  no  identified  habitat  improvement  projects   for  the  evaluation 
area . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  26,763  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  5,393  acres  ot 
riparian  old  growth  and  19,273  acres  of  nonriparian  old  growth.  T'.\e 
potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area   is  high   in  tl-.oso 
areas  of  operable  timber  stands.     The  large  areas  of  non - comme rc ia L 
timber  and  marginal  operability  because  of  accessibility  limit 
management  potential.     However,    there  are  large  areas  of 
mature-overmature  timber  that  are  operable  and  accessible.  These 
stands  would  be  viable  for  timber  harvest.     Most  of  these  stands 
exhibit  old-growth  habitat  characteristics. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  have  been  no  special  use  permit 
have  been  issued  for  specific  use  of  the  evaluation  area.  However, 
the  area  is  used  by  several  outfitter/guides.      Possible   future  pev'.iii 
would  be  for  subsistence  or  recreational  facilities  or  for 
outfitter/guide  services.      Potential   is  low  for  a  significant  Lncro^.; 
in  most   types  of  permits,    other  than   for   incidental  use.  However, 
many  special  use  permit  applications  are  anticipated   in  conj  up.c  r  i.m^ 
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wich  che  new  herring  pond  fishery  co  be  permicced  by  che  S  trace  o  i: 
Alaska.     Permits  will  be   for  on-shore  pond  storage,    shore   ties  and 
tenc  camps.      Permits  are  expected  for  Eammons   Island  and  near  Ushk 
Say . 

( f )  Minerals:     The  development  potential   for   locatdble  minerals  is 
moderate   in  VCU  2S1,   but   is  estimated  to  be  low  or  non  -  exis  ter.  t  on.  zl 
rest  of  the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest;  Tl'.ere  are  no  ir.ventoried  poco:'.tL. 
Research  Natural  Areas  within   the  Hoonah  Sound  evaluation  area. 

(2)     ManagemenC  Considerations 

(a)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(b)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  know  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(c)  Land  Status:     There  are  no  patented  private  lands  within  the 
roadless  area.     There  are   two  parcels  of  private  land  within  the 
boundaries,  but  excluded  from  the  roadless  area.  There  are  four 
unconveyed  Native  allotments  within  the  roadless  area.     There  are  no 
other  non-Federal  lands  or  withdrawals. 

Relationship   to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless^and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  West  Chich.agof  - 
Yakobi  Wilderness   forms   the  north  and  west  boundarv  of  the  Hoonah  Sound 
area.     Adjacent  roadless  evaluation  areas  are   the  North  Krutof.  =3-!e' 
(located  south  across  Peril  Strait),   North  Baranof,   ^330   (.east  across  ?ef 
Strait)   and  Chichagof,   *311     north  across  Hoonah  Sound). 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) ;  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau         (Pop.     23,729)  70  120 

Hoonah        i Pop .  870)  45  95 

Sitka  (Pop.       3,041)  30  45 

The  closest  Alaska  Marine  Highway  terminals  are  at  Angoon ,   Tenakee  Spriiigs 
Hoonah  and  Sitka.     The  nearest  commercial  airline  service   is  available  m 
Sitka. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  Hoonah  Sound  Roadless  Area   is   a  p.irt  of 
the  Chichagof  moratorium  area  proposed   for  studv  as  a  wilderness 
as  described   in  S.    341   ("Wirth  Bill'"),   and   is  proposed   for  wlL.'.o 
in  HR  987   ( "Mratek  Bill" ) . 
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(b)  Local  users/residents:  The  nearesc  communicies  are  Tenakee 
Springs  (.population  95^,  abouc  20  airmiles  Co  Che  north,  Angoon 
(population  639)  40  airniiles  to  the  east  and  Sicka.  Hoonah  Sound 
inland  within  one-half  mile  of  the  coastline,  is  the  priinarv  ::oi',e 
use  in  the  general  area.  Heaviest  use  is  indicated  to  be  from  An 
and  Sitka.  Activities  are  subsistence  hunting  and  fishing,  sport 
hunting  and  fishing  (particularly  for  salmon-)  and  commercial  fish 
These  activities  do  not  necessarilv  take  place  within  the  roadies 
area . 

(c)  Concerns  of  local  residenCs:     Concerns  expressed  bv  resider^.t 
the  general  area  (Tenakee  Springs,   Angoon,    Sitka  and  Hoonah"!  rel.; 
primarily  to  subsistence  uses  and  commercial   fishing  as  affected  b 
timber  harvest  or  Co  timber  harvest  that  may  be  eliminated  by  the 
creation  of  a  wilderness,    therefore,   affecting  jobs. 

EnvironmenCal  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N.VME:     Souch  Krucof  ^  329  )  ACRES   (GROSS):     56,701  ACRES   (NFS):     5o  , 

GEOZONES:  CIO 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Norchern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  19 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  Cable  below  displays   che  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  coramencs.     This  enables 
che  reader  co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaiuaced  in  Appendix  C  wich 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No  WARS  Racing  Commencs 


Cuvacan  Cove  307*  Noc  raced  -in  1979 

Mounc  Edgecumbe  308      ,  24 

Krescof  Sound  309*  20 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  pare  of  Chis  VCU. 

(2)     History:     This   large  area  has  a  long  and  varied  hiscory  of  use  ducif.i 
from  Tlingic  use   in  prehiscoric  and  historic  cimes   Co  che  present  use  bv  . 
variecy  of  Alaska  residenCs  and  visicors.     Use  of  che  area  has  been 
primarily  for  huncing,    fishing,   recreacion,   and  temporary  occupancv 
area  saw  considerable  miiicary  accivicy  during  World  War  II.     An  ai.":i;v  cjiiil 
was  escablished  on  Shoals  Point  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Krucof  IsLiiid 
This  camp   included  miles  of  road  and  many  buildings.     .Although  the  roaded 
area  was  excluded  from  che  roadless  area,   much  evidence  of  the  related 
accivicies  remains  wichin  Che  roadless  area.     Remains  of  scruccures  and 
ocher  human  culcural  accivicy  in  varying  degrees  of  de Cerioracion  can  s 1 1 1 
be  found. 


(3)     LocaCion  and  Access:     The  area  is   locaced  on  che  southern  half  of 
Kruzof  Island.      It  is  bounded  on  the  west  bv  the  Pacific  Ocean,   an.d  on  rl-.e 
souch  and  ease  by  Sicka  Sound.     The  norchern  boundary  of  the  area   is  foi'iro 
by  the  road  syscem  and  cimber  activity  in  the  area  between  S'aeliko:   S.iv  a; 
.'^ud  Bay.     The  area  also   includes  a  number  of  small  offshore   islani^is  and 
rocks . 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  367  watersheds  which  make  up  che 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  AtCribuCe  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  systora  usod 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadl  ess  areas   in  the  Roadless  .Xroa 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II)". 
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The  primary  form  of  access   Co   the  area  is  by  saltwater  along  ail  chre^ 
coastlines.     Access   to  Che  area  is  generally  good,   and  is  due   to  proximit 
to  Sitka.     The  western  and  southern  coasts  have  poor  boat  anchorages  and 
frequent  rough  water.     The  eastern  coast  is  much  more  sheltered.     Th.e  .Moi; 
Edgecumbe  Trail   is  a  National  Forest  Svstem  Trail.      It   is  6.~  miles  lp. 
length,   beginning  at  Freds  Creek  Cabin  along  the  eastern  coast  and  etidi.:-./, 
at  the  summit  of  the  Mount  Edgecumbe  crater. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area   is  generally  characterized  bv 
large  gently  sloping  shield  volcano  dominated  by  the  volcanic  cone  p.^inevi 
Mount  Edgecumbe.     This   is   the  result  of  a  northeast  trending  line  of 
volcanic  vents  across  the   island  that  erupted  to  produce   the  Mount 
Edgecumbe  volcanic  field  covering  about  100  square  miles.     Although  the 
3,200  fooc  Mounc  Edgecumbe  and  Che  2,400  fooc  collapsed  caldera,  Crater 
Ridge,   dominate  che  Island,   smaller  cinder  cones  are  scattered  throughout 
Che  area. 

The  Mounc  Edgecumbe  volcanic   field  is  a  geologically  recent   feature  -.vith 
major  ash  eruption  about  9,000  years  ago,   and  the  volcano  only  inactive 
che  last  200  years.     The  coastline  is  relatively  smooth.      It   is  not  deeoL 
scalloped  or  indented  as   is  typical  of  che  glacially  carved  areas  elsewhe 
in  che  region.     Sefni  -  submerged  rocks,    reefs,   and  rock  bluffs  dominate  the 
coast,   and  the  shoreline  is  characterized  by  forested  lowlands  with  a 
relatively  gentle  slope.     Streams  are  generally  short  and  flow  directiv  to 
sal twater . 

There  are    miles  of  shoreline  along  saltwater.     There  are   1.533  aci\" 

of  alpine   tundra,   SO  acres  of  ice  and  snow,   and  30  acres  of  rock.  Tliere 
are  20  acres  of  small   islands   located  along  the  coastline,   and  20  acres  oi 
freshwater  lakes   in  the  area.     The  only  large   lake   in  the  area   is  Sar'JL'i::^. 
Lake  . 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Norther-. 
Outer  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally 
characterized  by  rugged  highly  dissected  topography,   exposed  extreme', 
wet  outer  coastal  environment,   and  extensive  alpine  environments  wit;- 
productive  forested  areas  highly  fragmented  and  usually  concentr.i ted 
on  overs teepened  slopes  and  on  valley  bottoms. 

(b)  Vegetation:     The  vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  consists 
primarily  of  typical  spruce -hemlock  forescs.     Western  hemlock - S L cka 
spruce  dominate  the  overstory,  while  che  understory  is  composed  of 
shrubs  such  as  red  huckleberry,   rusty  menziesia,   and  devil's  club. 
The  forest  floor  is  covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses,   liverworts,  and 
plants  such  as  deerheart,   bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delight,  and 
skunk  cabbage.     Streamside  riparian  vegetation  is  characterized  bv 
salmonberry,   devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 
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Muskegs   are  abundanc  wichin   this  area,    however  due   to   cheir  s;;ia-L  si^ 
and  associacion  with   forested  sites,    accurate  acreage  estimates  are 
difficult.      These  areas,    dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,    sedges,  ap.d 
shrubs  of  the  heath   familv,    are   interspersed  among   low  elevation 
timber  stands  where  drainage   is  restricted.     Trees  within  the  :'.:i-.s ke gs 
are  sparse  and  consist  mainly  of  stunted  hemlock,    lodgepole  pir.e.  an.d 
Alaska-cedar . 

At  elevations   generally  above   2.000   feet,    the   plap.t  communities  -;r.> 
characterised  bv   low  shrubs,    grasses,    and  sedges.      SubalpLr.e  :.^r-.'srs 
and  meadows  occur  at   the   interface  between   the   torested  comivur.  i  r 
and  the  alpine  tundra. 

There  are  approximately  42,504  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  17,329 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
15,024  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growch  and  2,765  acres  are  riparian 
old  growch. 

(c)  Soils:     Shallow  mineral  soils  with  good  drainage  can  be   found  on 
sceeper  slopes  due  to  rapid  loss  of  material  by  erosion  and  efficient 
rainwater  runoff.     Deep,   well-drained  soils  commonly  occur  below  the 
shallow  soils  on  the  gentler  slopes  where  transported  soil  materials 
have  collected.      Poorly  drained  soils  are   found  associated  with  low 
relief  and  impermeable  subsurface  layers.      In  locations  with  poor 
drainage,   deep  organic  soils   (muskegs)    tend  to   form.      In  riparian 
areas,   soil  tones   tend  to  contain  sand  and  gravels  as  a  result  of 
flood  deposition.  , 

(d)  Fish  Resource:      Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as   part  of  th.e 
Tongass   Land  Management  Plan   (  1979)   and  bv   the  .Alaska  Depar tmen. t  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  ^b.''SjV  Tlieso 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fisii. 
and  es tuar ies . 

There   is  one  VCU  which  is  rated  as  having  high  value   for  sport  :is;-i. 
Krestof  Sound  (309).     There  are  two  VCU's  rated  as  highlv  valued  for' 
commercial   fish.   Mount  Edgecumbe   (  308),    and  Krestof  Sound   (,30'''V  O'.'.e 
VCU  rated  for  highly  valued  estuaries   is  Krestof  Sound  i,30^^V 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  many  varied  wildlife  resources  in 
this   roadless  area.      Birds  and  waterfowl  rearing  and  nesting  ,ire.\s  ,ir 
abundant  in  this  area.     Generally,    the  area  provides  good  habitat  for 
Sitka  black-tailed  deer  and  brown  bear.     Bald  eagle  habitat,  nesting 
and  roosting  trees,   encompasses   this  roadless  area  along  the 

shore  1 ines . 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
resident  threatened  or  endangered  species.     This  area  has  been 
identified  as  having  habitats   for  two  migrating  endangered  species. 
The   Peale's  peregrine   falcon  passes   through   the   forests   durini;  the 
spring  and  fall  migration  flights  and  the  humptjack  whale  i.n.h,ihL:s 
nearbv  waters . 
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(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The   entire   roadless   area  vas   allocated  to 
Land  Use  Designation   ^LUDl    3   in   the  Tongass  National   Land  Managemen.t  Plan. 
Units  allocated   to   LUD   3   are   to  be  managed   for  a  variety  of  uses.  Thie 
eir.phasis   is   on  inanaging   for  both  amenitv  and  commoditv  oriented  uses    in  a 
compatible  manner   to  provide   the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.  These 
areas  usuallv  have  hi^h  amenitv  values    in  conjunction  with  high  cciriiioditv 
values.      .Allowances   in  calculated  potential   timber  vield  have  been  m.ade  to 
meet  multiple  use  coordination  objectives. 

Recreational  use  of  the  area   is  primarilv  for  hunting  and  fish.ing,  and 
en:oving   the   scenerv.      T'p.is   use    is   scattered  acr?ss   the   are:i   .ind  wirh.  th.e 
usual  concentrations  near  lakes,    streams,   and  shorelines. 

(7)  Appearance   (ApparenC  Naturalness):     A  vast  majority  of  the  area  is 
considered  unmodified  except  for  Chose  areas  primarily  located  near  the 
shoreline  with  evidence  of  current  or  historic  use.     Evidence  of  historic 
use  includes  the  World  War  II  Array  camp,   old  cabins,   and  other  historic 
occupancies.     Current  use  includes  recreational  use  of  the  trail  and 
recreation  cabins,   various  short- terra  occupancies,   and  other  evidence  of 
the  use  of  the  area  and  the  surrounding  waters.     .All  of  this  evidence  is 
readily  apparent  to  visitors  that  visit  the  specific  sites. 

The  visual  character  type  of  this  roadless  area  is  classified  as 
Adrairalty-Chichagof .     Landforras  in  this  roadless  area  are  generally 
rounded.     Rocky  islands,   reef,   and  rock  bluffs  are  found  frequently  on  the 
outer  coast.     Rocky  shorelines   interspersed  with  small  gravel  beaches  .-.re 
found  throughout  the  character  type.     Streams  are  generally  short  and  swif- 
on  the  west  side  of  the  roadless  area.     The  streams  are  clear  and  many 
offer  considerable  visual  variety,   e.g.,   pools,    rap  ids  ,^  cascades .  riffles, 
falls,   and  meandering  forms.     Saltwater  bavs  and  estuaries  are  numerous  .■.•,~.d 
exhibit  much  variety,    from  small  sheltered  coves   to   large  exposed  for;;;s. 
Often  dramatic  high  energy  seas  occur  on  the  outer  coast. 

The  South  Kruzof  Roadless  Area  at  the  southern  end  of  Kruzof  Island  is  a 
poor  example  of  this  visual  character  class  as  it  is  the  only  area  witliin. 
the  class  that  is  of  volcanic  origin.     It  only  has  some  of  the  features 
described  and  the  features  are  limited  or  poorly  represented. 

None  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  1984  as  being  Visual  V.iriorv 
Class  B  (Common).     Approximately  29  percent  was   inventoried  as  Varietv 
Class  C  (Minimal  Variety),   and  the  remaining  71  percent  of  the  acreage  w.i.^ 
inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (Distinctive). 

The  majority  (97  percent)  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  19S-i  as 
having  an  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear  to  be 
untouched  by  human  activity.     Approximately  3  percent  is   in  EVC  V  where 
changes  in  the  landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person.     The  changes 
appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  bordered  bv  salt 
water  on  three  sides.     .As  a  result,   external   influences  on  those  sides  .-iro 
limited   to   the   sights  and  sounds  of  motoriced  boats.     The  northern  hoi.;;u:.-,  w 
adjoins  an  area  of  timber  activitv  and  its  associated  road  svstem.  L'l'.i.-; 
development  has  had  moderate   impact  on  the  northern  part  of   the  rOviJ.Loss 
area . 
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(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:  The  major  attractions 
and  features  of  special  interest  in  the  South  Kruzof  Roadless  Area  are  the 
volcanic  landforms,  and  an  area  under  the  unique  hvdroLogical  influence  of 
volcanic  ash  soils.  The  largest  volcanic  landform  is  Mount  Edgecumbe ,  v L : 
Crater  Ridge  and  Shell  Mountain  complimenting  the  view.  Mount  Edgecumbe 
erupted  between  o  ,  000  and  9,000  vears  ago  and  deposited  volcanic  ash  as  f_; 
east  as  Sitkoh  3av  on  Chichagof  Island..  The  \'0Lcanic  activity  on  Kruto:  i 
of  -articular  interest  as  it  is  related  to  pl.Ate  -ovements  and  the  coirpLo:-; 
process  of  terrain  accretion. 

The  natural,  features  of  the  area,    the  scenerv.   and  th,e  opportunitv  to  sec- 
wildlife  are  all  considered  attractions.     High  quality  tishing 
opportunities   in  the  streams  and  lakes  also  provide  attractions.     The  are.! 
contains  six  inventoried  recreation  places   totaling  5,101  acres.     There  is 
one  National  Forest  System  Trail  in  this  roadless  area,   and  two  public 
recreation  cabins. 

Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  South  Kruzof 
Roadless  Area  is  generally  well  defined  by  topographic  features.  The 
boundaries  determined  by  Shelikof  Bay,    the  Pacific  Ocean,   Sitka  Sound, 
Hayward  Strait,   and  Krestof  Sound  are  easily  described  and  recognized. 
Only  the  northern  boundary,   which  is  result  of  a  road  system  and  timber 
activitv,    is  poorly  defined.      It  follows   the  edge  of  the  development  .icrcs 
terrain  that  is  relatively  gentle,   without  distinguishing  topographic 
features . 

The   feasibility  of  management  of  this  area  as  Wilderness  or   in  an  unro.ido^i 
condition  is  good  as   there  are  no  significant  motorized  access  or  other 
current  nonconforming  uses . 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  evidence  oc 
current  and  historic  use  of  the  area.     This   includes   the  Freds  Creek  and 
Brents  Beach  Recreation  Cabins,    the  Mount  Edgecumbe  Trail,   and  World  War  I 
developments  along  the  southeastern  coast.     This  evidence  although  l-ocalLv 
significant,   has  a  very  low  overall  effect  on  the  natural   integritv  oc  ri'.o 
area.     Both  the  relative  size  of  the  developments  and  their   location  alor.g 
the  shoreline  contribute   to  that  low  impact.     The   long-term  ecological 
processes  are   intact  and  operating  with  the  effect  of  human  influences  on 
natural  processes  unmeasurable . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  mode'cate  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     The  limited  amount  of  topographic  screening  ai^.d 
only  moderate  vegetative  screening  reduce  opportunities   for  solitude.  The 
sight  or  sound  of  airplanes  overhead  and  boats  along  the  coastlines  can 
occasionally  intrude  on  a  visitor's  solitude.     The  area  is  on  the  prin'.ar\- 
flight  path  for  jets  arriving  or  departing  Sitka's  airport.  Although 
recreation  use   is  concentrated  near  the   two  recreation  cabins,    it  car.not 
considered  heavy.     Recreational  use  of   the   remainder  of   the   area  is 
relatively  limited  and  dispersed,    so  that  encoLinters  with  other  vLsir^^rs 
are  unlikely.     There   is  some  motorized  recreational  use  occurring  on  t'.ie 
road  system  and  in  some  unroaded  areas  along  the  northern  boundnrv  of  r'.u> 
area  that  can  be  heard  within  the  roadless  area. 
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(4)     OpporCuniCy  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  a  moderace 
opporcunicy  for  primitive  recreation  as  a  result  of  its  size,  vegetative 
screening,   and  physical  challenges.     This  area  has  a  highly  unique 
topography  composed  of  a  series  of  volcanic   landforras   surrounded  bv  a 
gentiv  sloping  landscape   te  rniiiia  t  ir.g  at   the   sea.     The  unique  Landfoun^s 
combine  with  Che  diverse  vegetation  to  offer  a  setting  capable  of  providi: 
primitive  recreation  opportunities.     There  are  small  ponds,    streams,   bavs . 
and  a  varied  coastline   that  contribute   to   these  opportunities.      The  lL;"it, 
development  of  recreational   facilities   further  enhances   the   the  oppoiti,::: 
for  primitive  recreation. 

The  area  provides  primarilv  a  Primitive   recreation  opportunitv  as 
inventoried  with  the  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum   (,ROS)   system.  The 
acreage  of  each  ROS  class  within  the  Roadless  Area  are  listed  below. 


ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I   {?!)  24,614 

Primitive  II   (P2)  2,466 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  2.759 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  160 

Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  25,745 

Semi-Primicive  Motorized  (SPM)  1,273 


The  area  contains  six  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  *  OF  REC.    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

PI  I  581  307 

RN  3  2,740  9,127 

RM         i  I  160  156 

SPNM  1  1,620  1,593 


There  is  one  National  Forest  System  Trail  in  the  area,   the  Mt.  Edgecumbe 
Trail,   and  two  Recreation  Cabins. 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural);  Tl'.e  ;;os 
significant  features  of  the  area  are  volcanic  landforms  and  the  ecologic.-,'. 
effects  of  the  volcanic  activities. 


c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 


(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)     Recreation  Potential:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  .Amended 
Winter  1985-86  did  not  identify  any  new  opportunities   for  recreation 
in  this  roadless  area.     No  potential  trail  locations  or  developed 
recreation  sites  have  been  identified  at  this  time. 

The  unique  volcanic   features  and  vegetation,    and  the  attractive 
scenery  of  this  area  provide  opportunities   for   increasing  d  ispe  l's>,- J. 
recreation.     Additional   trails  and  cabins  or  shelters  are  possihUv 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:  The  Tongass  Land  Managemenc  Plan,  Amended  Wiiice 
I9S5-S5  did  noc  idencifv  anv  opporcunicies  for  enhancemenc  of  che  fi 
resource  within  the   roadless  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Managemenc  Plan.  Amended 
'.v'incar   L^S5-S6  did  noC  identify  any  opporcunicies   for  enhancemenc  o: 
che  ■vildlife   resource  wichin   che   roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     The  currenc  Tongass  Land  Managemenc  Plan. 
.Amended  '.Cincer  1935  -  36  did  noc   idencifv  anv  new  opporcunicies  for 
managemenc  of  che   cimber  resource  wichin  che   roadless  area.     There  a 
7,568  acres  inventoried  as  cencaciveLy  suitable  for  harvest.  This 
includes   1,202  acres  of  riparian  old  growth,   and  6,326  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  AuchorizaCions :     There  are  no  significant  land  use 
authorizations  within  the  roadless  area. 

( f )  Minerals:     The  roadless  area  does  not  have  a  high  mineral 
development  potential  and  there  are  no  known  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  most  significant  features  of 
scientific  interest  within  the  area  are  volcanic  landforms  and  che 
ecological  effects  of  the  volcanic  activities.  .A  portion  of  chis  .u" 
has  been  idencified  as  having  Research  Macural  .Area  i^RNA")  pocenc:.iL. 
This  area  has  been  identified  in  order  to  include  examples  of  several 
major  volcanic  landforms  and  a  small  watershed  under  che  unique 
hydrological  influence  of  volcanic  ash  soils.  The  area  has  beev.  rlie 
subjecc  of  incensive  study  both  from  the  standpoint  of  che  s  c  vj.c  c;  l\; 
developmenc  of  che   soils  and  ecosystem  succession,    and   for  geoLogLc 

s  tudies . 

Crater  Ridge  is  a  caldera  (collapsed  volcanic  summit)  on  a  subsidiar 
volcanic  cone  three  kilometers  northeast  of  Mount  Edgecumbe .  Crater 
Ridge  is  a  composite  dome  (made  up  of  lava  flows  alternating  with  -is. 
and  stands  about  500  raeCers  in  elevation.  Freds  Creek  drams  clie  e.i 
slope  of  the  crater  summit.  This  watershed  from  summit  to  c  ideicj  r  e 
will  allow  studies  of  the  influence  of  recent  (, approxima ce  1  v  LO.OOO 
years  ago)   volcanic  ash  on  scream   flow  and  wacer  chemiscrv, 

Imporcanc  foresc  cypes   in  che  area  include  wescern  hemlock  ar.d 
riparian  Sicka  spruce;   both  are  growing  on  special  soils  which  mav 
produce  variants  of  the  "typical"   forest  type.     Small  areas  of  wesce 
hemlock- Alaskan  yellow-cedar  and  muskeg  occur  in  the  area.  SeveraL 
plant  species  have  been  identified  in  this  area  that  are  uncommon,  or 
at  edge  of  their  range. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)     Timber:     The  pocencial   for  managing  cimber   in   chis   roadless  ,-,r.v 
is  dependenc  on   che  developmenc  of  high  markec  values   .iiui  h.'iLW^sr 
methods  which  will  allow  extraction  without  need  for  excensivo 
road  ing . 
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(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  signiiicanc  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:      Endemic   cree  diseases   common   Co  South.ejsr 
Alaska  are  present   in  the  area,   however,    there  are  no  know  epider.iic 
disease  occurrences . 

(d)  Land  Status:     NOT  YET  AVAILABLE 

d.  Relationship   Co  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  Wi  Ide  L";^.es  ^ 
is    the  West  Ch  ichago  f  -  Yakob  i  Wilderness   that   lies  north  ot  Salisburv  Sol::-.v1 
Two  other  nearby  Wildernesses  are  the  Admiralty  National  Monument 
Wilderness,   which  lies  east  of  Chatham  Strait,   and  che  South  Baranof 
Wilderness  south  of  Sitka. 

Nearby  roadless  areas  include  North  Kru::of  and  Middle  Kruzof,   both  on 
Kruzof  Island,   and  Sitka  Sound,   which  includes  the   islands  and  Whitestone 
Peninsula  in  Sitka  Sound. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Conununity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  100  160 

Sitka  _  (Pop.     3.041)  10  .10 

Angoon  (Pop.         639)  50  80 

The  nearest  stop  on  the  .Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Sitka. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratoriuni  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiativoi 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  wit';-, 
recreational  boating,   hunting  and  fishing,   and  viewing  the  wildlire 
and  the  scenery  of  the  area. 

e.  EnvironmenCal  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  t\RE^\  DESCRIPTION 


N/\ME:     North  3aranoC   ^30^       ACRES   (GROSS):     343,617  ACRES   (NFS):      341,:*  I 


CEOZONES:     CO'^   and  CIO 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:  Northern  Oucer  Islands 
1939  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  R.\TING:  35 


a.  DescripCion 

(1)     Relacionship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  cable  below  displays   che  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  commencs .     This  enables 
che  reader  co  compare   che  roadless  areas  evaluaced  in  Appendix  C  wich 
previous  analvses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No  WARS  Racing  CommenCs 


Fish  Say 

237 

19 

Range  Creek 

288 

19 

Nixon  Shoal 

289 

19 

Cozian  Reef 

290 

19 

Peschani  Poinc 

291 

Rodman  Bay 

oqo 

AppleCon  Cove 

293 

Saook  Bay 

•294 

21 

Lake  Eva 

295 

23 

Porcage  Arm 

296 

20 

Cacherine  Island 

29  ^ 

:i 

Middle  Arm 

293 

23 

Makwasina  Passage 

300* 

Neva  Scraic 

302* 

13 

Glacial  River 

314 

24 

Kelp  Bay 

315 

0 

Kasnyku  Bay 

316 

23 

Takacz  Bay 

317 

26 

Warm  Springs  Bay 

326 

Cascade  Bay 

327 

23 

Nelson  Bav 

328 

26 

Noc  raced  in  197Q 
Noc  raced  in  19:"'^ 
Noc  rared  in  1979 


Noc   raced   in  19^^"' 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  pare  of  chis  VCU. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unic)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  che 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  Che  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II) . 
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(2^     HisCory:     This   large  area  has  a  long  and  varied  hiscory  of  use  daci:i 
from  Tlingic  use   in  prehiscoric  and  historic   times   Co  che  present  use  bv 
varietv  of  Alaska  residents  and  visitors.     Historic  use  of  che  area 
includes   sawmills,    salmon  and  herring  salceries,    fisheries  enhancemenc 
facilities,   and  a  variecv  of  other  occupancies  and  settlements.  ReinaLns 
structures  and  other  human  cultural  activity  in  varying  degrees  of 
deterioration  can  still  be  found. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area   is   located  on  the  northern  end  and 
northeastern  side  of  Saranof  Island.      It   is  bounded  on  the  north  bv  Peril 
Strait,   on  the  east  bv  Chatham  Strait,   and  on  the  south  by  the  South 
Baranof  '.v  i  Ide  mess  .     The  northwestern  boundarv  of  che  area  is   formed  bv 
Kakui  Narrows  and  Neva  Strait  and  the  western  boundary  adjoins   the  Sicka 
Urban  Roadless  Area  (^331) .     The  area  also  includes  Catherine  Island  on  t 
northeast  corner  of  Baranof  Island  and  a  number  of  offshore  islands  and 
rocks. 

The  North  Baranof  Roadless  Area,    the  Sitka  Urban  Roadless  Area   (;=331V  ar. 
che  Redoubt  Roadless  Area  (,=333  )   are  all  three  subunits  of  a  contiguous 
roadless  land  mass   that  stretches   from  the  South  Baranof  Wilderness   co  ch. 
northern  tip  of  Baranof  Island. 

There  are  two  primary  forms  of  access   to  the  area.     The  first  is  bv 
floatplane,  with  Sitka  the  most  frequent  origin.     The  second  access   is  bv 
saltwater  along  all  coastlines.     Due  to  the  numerous  bays  and  fiords  cl-'.ac 
provide  sheltered  anchorage  for  boats,   and  the  proximity  to  Sicka.  access 
to  the  area .  is  generally  good.  ■'    '  ^ 

There  are  three  National  Forest  System  Trails  within  the  area,  clie 
Lake  Eva-Hanus  Bav  Trail,    che  Sadie  Lake  Trail,   and  che  Warm  Springs  S.iv 
Trail.     The  Lake  Eva-Hanus  Bay  Trail   is  2.9  miles   in  lengch,   beginnip.^  i;-. 
Hanus  Bay  and  ending  at  Che  southwest  end  of  Lake  Eva.     The  Sadie  Lake 
Trail  is  0.3  miles   in  length,   beginning  near  the  mouth  of  Baranof  Lake  an 
ending  ac  the  south  end  of  Sadie  Lake.     The  Warm  Springs  Bay  Trail   is  0.5 
miles  in  lengch,   beginning  at  the  Baranof  Warm  Springs  and  ending  ac  che 
east  end  of  Baranof  Lake. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  as  ar. 
irregular,   rugged  chain  of  mountains  2,000  to  5,300   feet   in  elevation 
having  a  steep  eastern  slope  and  a  more  gentle  slope   in  the  northern  h.iLf 
of  the  area.     The  eastern  coast  is  deeply  indented  with  fiords  while  ch^^ 
northern  shore  is  characterized  by  numerous  large  bays.     Numerous  l'oc:<;. 
crests  and  sharp  ridges  are   found  at  higher  elevations.     Snow  can  be  seen 
all  year  round  on  higher  summits  with  a  few  cirque  glaciers  and  small 
permanent  icefields   in  the  southern  part  of  the  area. 

Streams  are  generally  short  and  flow  directly  to  saltwater  with  the  lonr.e 
about  10  miles   long.     Cascades  are  common  and  lakes  are  plenciful, 
especially  in  che  southern  portion  of  the  area.     The  largest  lake  is 
Baranof  Lake  just  west  of  the  community  of  Baranof  Warm  Springs.  Ic 
stretches  approximately  three  miles  and  lies  ac  an  elevacion  of   L-o  foor 
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There  are    miles  on  shoreline  along  saltwater.     Approximately  2'o 

percent  of  the   area  consists  of  alpine   tundra,    ice,    snow,    and  rock.  Tb.is 
includes  20,^62  acres  of  alpine  tundra,    13,577  acres  of  ice  and  snow,  and 
64,262  acres  of  rock.     There  are   1.080  acres  of  small   islands   located  alop.g 
the  coastline,    and  -t.561  acres  of  freshwater   lakes   in   the   area.  Large 
lakes   in  the  area   include  Hidden  Falls,   Carbon  and  Baranof  Lakes,    and  Lake 
Eva . 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area   is  classified  as  being   in   the  N'ortb.err-i 
Outer  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally 
characterized  by  rugged  highly  dissected  topography,   exposed  extreme Iv 
wee  outer  coastal  environnienC ,   and  extensive  alpine  environments  witli 
productive  forested  areas  highly  fragmented  and  usually  concentrated 
on  overs teepened  slopes  and  on  valley  boccoras. 

(b)  VegeCacion:     The  vegetation  of  this   roadless  area  consists 
primarily  of  typical  spruce  -  hemlock  forests.     Western  hemlock - S i tka 
spruce  dominate   the  overstory  while   the  understory  is  composed  of 
shrubs  such  as  red  huckleberry,   rusty  menziesia,   and  devil's  club. 
The  forest  floor  is  covered  with  a  mac  of  mosses,    liverworts,  and 
planes  such  as  deerheart,   bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delight,  and 
skunk  cabbage.     Streamside  riparian  vegetation  is  charac te rited  bv 
salmonberry,   devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 

Muskegs  are  abundant  within  this  area,   however  due   to   their  small  siti.^ 
and  association- with  forested  sites,   accurate  acreage  estimates  are 
difficult.     These  areas,    dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,    sedges.  .riKi 
shrubs  of  the  heath  familv.   are   interspersed  among  low  elevation 
j    timber  stands  where  drainage   is   restricted.     Trees  within  the  niusKe^;,;- 
are  sparse  and  consist  mainly  of  stunted  hemlock,    lodgepole  pir.e.  .;:k; 
Alaska-cedar . 

Tideflats  are  found  at  the  heads  of  many  of  the  bavs  and  estuaries  and 
are  usually  associated  with  stream  estuaries.     The   tideflats  SLipport 
sea  milkwort,   glasswort,   and  algae.     Beach  meadows  occur  between  the 
shore  and  the  forest.     Lower  beach  meadows  are  composed  of  beach 
ryegrass,    reed  bent  grass,   hairgrass,    fescue  grass,   beach  lovage  , 
goose   tongue,    and  sedges.     Upper  beach  meadow  plants   include  varrow. 
bedscraw,   starworc,    ferns,   western  columbine,   and  cow  parsnip.  Orei^op. 
crabapple,   alder,   devil's  club,   and  blueberry  occur  along  the  border 
of  the  beach  meadow  and  the  forest. 

AC  elevations  generally  above  2,000  feet,    the  plant  communities  are 
characterized  by  low  shrubs,   grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  forests 
and  meadows  occur  at  the   interface  between  the  forested  communities 
and  the  alpine  tundra. 

There  are  approximately  227.611  acres  of   forested   land  of  which 
125,731  acres  are  commercial   forest  land.     Of  the  comiiiercial  coi\'sr 
land.   99.637  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and   LO.OS^  .icros  .;re 
riparian  old  growth. 
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(c)  Soils:     Shallow  mineral  soils  with  good  drainage  can  be   tound  on 
steeper  slopes  due   to  rapid  loss  of  material  by  erosion  and  efficient 
rainwater  runoff.     Deep,   well  drained  soils  commonly  occur  below  che 
shallow  soils  on  the  gentler  slopes  where   transported  soil  materials 
have  collected.      Poorly  drained  soils  are   found  associated  with  Low 
relief  and  impermeable  subsurface   layers.      In  locations  with  poor 
drainage,   deep  organic  soils   (muskegs)    tend  to  form.      In  riparian 
areas,    soil   rones   tend   to  contain  sand  and  gravels   as   a   result  of 
flood  deposition. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  tiie 
Tongass   Land  Management  Plan   i,1979)   and  bv  the  Alaska  Departmer.t   _i : 
Fish  and  Game  in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (,1983  ).  These 
racings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

The  three  VCU's  which  are  raced  as  high  value  for  sport  fish  are  295, 
300  and  326.     VCU's  raced  as  highly  valued  for  commercial   fish  are 
237,   292,    294,    300,   and  314.     There  are  seven  VCU's   rated  as  having 
highly  valued  estuaries.     These  VCU's  include  288,   293,   295,   296.  :'ri~. 
302,   and  315. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  many  varied  wildlife   resources  in 
chis  roadless  area.     Birds  and  wacerfowl  rearing  and  nesting  areas  ar<? 
abundant  in  chis  area.     Generally,    the  area  provides  good  habitat  for 
Sitka  black-tailed  deer  and  brown  bear.     Bald  Eagle  habitat,  nesting 
and  roosting  Crees ,   encompasses   chis  roadless  area  along  {.he 
shorelines . 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known, 
resident  threatened  or  endangered  species.     This  area  has  been 
identified  as  having  habicacs   for  two  migrating  endangered  species 
The  Peale's  peregrine  falcon  passes   through  the   forests  during  die 
spring  and  fall  migration  flights  and  the  humpback  whale  inhabits 
nearby  waters. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     Six  of  the  21  VCU's   in  this  area  were 
allocated  to  Land  Use  Designacion  (LUD)   2   in  che  Tongass  Land  Managemen. t 
Plan.     They  include: 


VCU's  allocaCed  Co  LUD  2  are   Co  be  managed  in  a  roadless  scate   to  retain 
their  wildland  character.     This  designation  would  permit  wildlife  and  fish 
habitac  improvement  and  primicive  recreacional  facilicy  development. 

Eight  of  the  21  VCU's   in  this  area  were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation 
(LUD)    3   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.     This   includes   the  following: 
VCU's   (the  roadless  area  includes  onlv  part  of  the  VCU's   identified  wirl',  ,ui 
as  terisk) : 


295     Lake  Eva 

316  Kasnyku  Bay 

317  Takacz  Bay 


326  Warm  Springs  Bay 

327  Cascade  Bay 

328  Nelson  Bay 
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!S7 

190 


Fish  5av 
Range  Creek 
Nixon  Shoai 
Cozian  Reef 


196 


Porcage  Arm 
Catherine  Island 
300^       Nakwasina  Passage 
30:-+       Neva  Straic 


L'nics  allocaced  to  LUD  3  are   to  be  managed  tor  a  variet;.-  of  uses.  T';^.e 
emphasis   is   on  managing   for  both  amenity  and  oommoditv  oriented  uses  a 
compatible  manner  to  provide   the  greatest  combinatLon  oc  oenecits.  7'.:es>-- 
areas  usualLv  have  high  amenitv  values    in  conjunction  '•vit;-',  i-'.ign  c  oiv.ir.Ok: :  t  v 
values       Allowances    in  calculated  potential   timber  vie  Id  h.a'.-o  boe-.  .i.^ 
meet  multiple  use  coordination  objectives. 

Seven  of  the  21  VCU's  in  this  area  were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation 
(LUD)  4  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.  This  includes  the  following 
VCU ' s  : 


291  Peschani  Point  298       Middle  Arm 

292  Rodman  Bay  314      Glacial  River 

293  Appleton  Cove  315       Kelp  Bay 

294  Saook  Bay 

VCU's  allocaced  to  LUD  4  provide  opportunities   for   intensive  development  o 
resources.     Emphasis   is  primarily  on  commodity,   or  market  resources  and 
their  use  while  providing  for  amenity  values.     When  conflicts  over 
competing  resource  uses  arise,   conflicts  would  most  often  be   resolved  i;^. 
favor  of  commodity  values.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential   timber  yiel 
have  been  made  Co  provide  for  protection  of  physical  and  biological 
productivity. 

There  are  a  number  of  authorized  special  uses  existing  within   the  are.;. 
The   following  are  the  major  uses  at  chis  time.     Northern  Southeast  Regiot',:; 
Aquaculture  Association  (NSR.AA)  has  a  special  use  permit   for  use  of 
facilities  at  Takacz  Bay  for  securing  nec  pens  for  the   rearing  of  salmon. 
The  Alaska  Deparcmenc  of  Fish  and  Came   (ADFiSG")   has  a  special  use  permit  fo 
use  of  facilicies  locaced  ac  the  head  of  Kasnyku  Say  for  the  Hidden  F.ills 
Fish  Hatchery.     These  facilicies   include  hacchery  buildings,  residential 
buildings,   water,   hydroelectric,   and  waste  disposal  svstems.    roads,  trails 
boardwalks,   and  docks.     The  permit  covers  over  IS  acres. 

There  is  also  a  Forest  Service  Radio  Repeater  located  on  Mount  Furuhel;ii  in 
the  southern  portion  of  the  area. 

Recreational  use  of  che  area  is  primarily  for  hunting  and  fishing,  and 
enjoying  the  scenery.     This  use   is  scaccered  across   the  area  and  witli  the 
usual  concentrations  near  lakes,    streams,   and  shorelines. 

Four  parcels  of  land  within  or  adjacent  to  the  roadless  area  are  under 
other  ownership.     These   include   land  around  Takatz   Lake  selected  bv  the 
State  of  Alaska,    the  proposed  state  selection  of  land  at  Baranof  Warm 
Springs,    and  two  small  parcels   in  Rodman  Bav  and  along  Rodman  Creek. 
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(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     A  vast  ;najoritv  of  the   area  is 
considered  unmodified  except  for  those  areas  primarily  Located  near  tb.e 
shoreline  with  evidence  of  current  or  historic  use.      Evidence  of  histori 
use   includes  old  salmon  and  herring  salteries,   old  cabins,   and  other 
historic   occupancies.      Current  use   includes   fish  enhancement  acti\'ities 
facilities,    fish  hatcherv  facilities,   various  short-term  occupancies, 
other  evidence  of  the  use  of  the  area  and  the  surrounding  '.vaters.  .Al 
this   evidence    is   readilv  apparent   to  visitors    that  visit   the  specific 
sites  . 

The  visual  character  tvpe  of  this   roadless  area   is  classified  as  Sarai-.o: 
Highland.      Terrain   in   this   roadless  area  consists   of  an   irregular,  rugge 
asyramecrical  chain  of  landforms  3,000-5,300  feet  in  elevation  having  a 
steep  eastern  slope  and  a  more  gentle  western  slope  deeply  indented  with 
fjords.     Generally,   landforms  are  visually  massive,  bulky  and  stark 
throughout  the  character  type.     Shoreline  forms  are  very  rugged  with 
steep-sided  fjord  country  on  both  east  and  west  coasts. 

Rugged  headwalls,   cliffs  and  escarpments  are  common  on  the  west  side  of 
Baranof  Highland  character  type,   as  a  result  of  exposure  to  the  sea  win.d 
and  waves.     Rock  faces  are  sometimes  visible  on  steep-sided  fjords  near 
saltwater  throughout  the  roadless  area.     Numerous  rocky  crests,  sharp 
ridges,   horns,   aretes  and  cirques  are  found  at  higher  elevations.  Snow 
be  seen  all  year  found  on  the  higher  summits  with  cirque  glaciers  and  sm 
permanent  ice  fields,   especially  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  area. 

The  Nop-th  Baranof  Roadless  Area  on  the  northern  and  eastern  shore  of 
Baranof  Island  presents  an  tvpical  representation  of  the  Baranof  Highlan 
visual  character  type.     This  area  displays  a  coastline  deeplv  and 
repeatedly  scalloped  by  fjords  and  bays.     A  combination  of  historic 
glaciation  and  erosion  from  the  high  level  of  precipitation  have  further 
accentuated  the  carving  of  the   topography.     The  glaciers,   cirques,    ice  a 
snow  fields   in  the  souther  half  of  the  area  are  characteristic  of  this 
type. 

Approximately  51  percent  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  U'^S-*.  n 
being  Visual  Variety  Class  B  (Common) ,   and  approximately  29  percent  as 
Variety  Class  C  (Minimal  Variety) .     The  remaining  20  percent  of  the  acre 
was  inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (Distinctive). 

The  majority  (31  percent)  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  1"^S- 
having  an  Existing  Visual  Condit  ion  (,EVC)    I;    these  areas  appear  to  be 
untouched  by  human  activity.     Approximately  1  percent  of  the  acreage  is 
EVC  IV,   which  are  areas   in  which  changes   in  the  landscape  are  easily 
noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.  There 
appears   to  be  disturbances  but  they  resemble  natural  patterns.     There  is 
also  18  percent  in  EVC  V  where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  obvious   to  tl 
average  person.     The  changes  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):  The  area  is  bordered  by  salrw.; 
along  a   large   percentage  of   its  boundarv.     .As  a   result.    exteriuiL    in  f 

on  those  sides  are   limited  to   the  sights  and  sounds  of  motorized  ho,;r.~^ 
The   southern  boundary  adjoins   the  South  Baranof  Wilderness,    and  most  of 
western  boundary  adjoins   the  Sitka  Urban  Roadless  Area.      The  adj  o  in  ii'.s-. 
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lands   in  boch  of  rhese  cases  are   in  a  nacural  condition.      In  eighceen 
locacions  around  che  edge  of   chis   roadless  area,    timber  activities  and 
their  associated  road  svstein  development  have   taken  place.  These 
activities  have  had  a  substantial   influence  on   the   roadless  area. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special   Interest:     Three   features  of 
soecial   interest   in  the  North  Baranof  Roadless  Area  are  Kelp  Bay.  5aranoL 
■.y'arin  Springs,   and  the  Baranof  Island  glaciers.     Kelp  Bav  is  a  large 
shelterec  Bav  '.vith  three  arms  and  a  number  of  subbasins.      Baranof     j.  l"-;: 
Sorinss  consists  of  a  small  group  oc   lakes,   a  not  springs,   aiid  '.var:r.  ::p-::".gs 
Bav.     Finallv  there  are  a  string  of  glacrers,    ice,   and  snov  fields  L:: 
mountain   ranges  of   the   roadless  area.     These  glaciers  are   the   sou  th.e  r  : 
island  glaciers   in  North  America. 

The  nacural  features  of  che  area,    che  scenery,   and  che  opporcunicy  to  see 
wildlife  are  all  considered  accraccions.     High  qualicy  fishing 
opporcunicies  in  che  screams  and  lakes  also  provide  accraccions.     The  area 
concains  53   invencoried  recreacion  places  which  concains  31,027  acres. 
Three  Nacional  ForesC  Syscem  Trails  are  locaced  wichin  Che  area,   as  well  as 
cwo  Recreacion  Cabins. 

Capabilicy  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  CondiCion 

(1)  Manageability  and  ManagemenC  Area  Boundaries:     The  North  Baranof 
Roadless  Area  is  generally  well  defined  by  copographic  feacures .     The  onLv 
excepcion  is   che  manv  areas  where   che  boundary  is  defined  by  previous 
ciniber  accivicies  and  che  associaced  road  sysCem.     The  boundaries 
decermined  by  Neva  Scraic,   Kakul  Narrows,   Peril  Scraic,   Chacham  Strait.  ar.J. 
by  the  South  Baranof  Wilderness  are  easily  described  and  recognized.  Ewti 
the  western  boundary  adjoining  the  Sicka  Urban  Roadless  Area   v=33L^  folLovs 
well-defined  copographic  divides.      In  addicion  to   the  poor  boundaries  t^..it 
are  a  result  of  road  syscems  and  cimber  accivicy,    chere   four   land  p.ircols 
of  ocher  ownership  wichin  or  adjacenc  Co  che  roadless  area  which  could 
create  management  problems.     These   include   land  around  Takacz  Lake  selected 
by  che  Scace  of  Alaska,   and  che  proposed  state  selection  of  land  at  Baranof 
Warm  Springs,   and  two  small  parcels   in  Rodman  Bay  and  along  Rodmaui  Creek. 

The  feasibility  of  management  of  this  area  as  Wilderness  or   in  an  Linroado-.i 
condition  is  good,   as   chere  are  no  significanc  raocorized  access  or  other 
current  nonconforming  uses  within  the  boundaries  of  the  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except   for  che  evidence  of 
current  and  historic  use  of  the  area.     This  evidence,   although  locallv 
significant,  has  a  very  low  overall  effect  on  the  natural  integricv  of  t'p.e 
area.     Boch  che  relacive  size  of  che  developmencs  and  cheir  locacion  along 
che  shoreline  concribuce  Co  chac  low  impacc.     The  long-cerm  ecological 
processes  are   incacc  and  operacing  wich  the  effect  of  human   influences  on 
nacural  processes  unmeasurable . 

(3)  Opporcunicy  for  Solitude:     There   is  a  verv  high  opportunitv  for 
solitude  within   the  area.      Both   the  size  of  the  area  and   the   sc  reon  ii'.^; 
offered  by  the   topography  increase  the  opportunitv   for  solitude. 
Recreational  use  of  the  area   is  relatively  limited  and  dispersed,    so  r;;.\: 
encounters  with  other  visitors  are  unlikelv.      Balancing   those  factors 

the  effects  of  the  numerous  areas  of  previous   timber  activitv  and 
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associaced   rodci  svscems.      The   sight  or  sound  of  airplanes  overhead  arid 
boacs   along   che  coastlines   can  occasionally   intrude  on  a  visitor's 
solitude.     Along  Peril  Strait  and  Neva  Strait,    ferries  of  the  Alaska  Mar 
Highway  svstem  can  be  observed  or  heard. 

(4)     Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  a  very  hig 
opportunitv  for  primitive   recreation  as  a  result  of  its  size,  topographi 
screening,   diversity  of  recreation  opportunities,   and  physical  challenge 
This  area  has  a  highly  irregular  topography  and  diverse  vegetation  that 
combine   to  offer  a  setting  capable  of  providing  a  variety  of  pri.Tiitive 
recreation  opportunities.      There  are   lakes,    ponds,    streams,    bavs .  rucjO'i 
mountains,   aiid  a  varied  coastline   that  contribute   to   these  oppor  tuni  t  i^-s 
The   absence  of  developed   recreational   facilities    further  e p.tiup.c e s  ti'c 
opportunity  for  primitive  recreation. 

The  area  provides  primarily  a  Primiclve  recreacion  opporcunicy  as 
invencoried  with  Che  Recreacion  Opporcunicy  Speccrura  (ROS)   syscem.  The 
acreage  of  each  ROS  class  wichin  che  Roadless  Area  are  listed  below. 

ROS  Class  Acres 


Primicive  I   (PI)  161,399 

Priniicive  II  (P2)  10,802 

Rural  (R)  40 

Roaded  NaCural   (RN)  1,319 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  23,034 

Serai- Primitive  Non-Mocoriced  (SPNM)  37,392 

Serai-Primicive  Mocorized  (SPM)  87,463 

No  ROS  860 


The  area  contains  53  recreacion  places. 


ROS  CLASS  *  OF  REC.    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


P  1 

P  2 

Rural 

R-NAT 

R-MOD 

SPNM 

SPM 


There  are  Chree  NaCional  Foresc  Syscem  Trails  within  che  area,    the  Lake 
-  Hanus  Bay  Trail,    che  Sadie  Lake  Trail,   and  che  Warm  Springs   Bay  Trail. 
There  are  Cwo  Recreacion  Cabins  wichin  che  Roadless  Area,   Lake  Eva  and 
Baranof  Lake. 


(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural) :  There 
are  no  known  features  of  ecologic,   geologic,   sciencific,   or  cultural 
s  ignif icance . 
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Availabilicy  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or   in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(I)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  current  Tongass   Land  Managemep.c   ?Lap.  . 
Amended  Winter  1985-86   identified  opportunities   for  increasing 
recreation  potential.     These  opportunities   included  constructing  a 
Cross  Baranof  Trail   from  Baranof  Warm  Springs   to  Sitka:    rec  las  s  L 

the  administrative  cabins  south  of  Kelp  Bay  as  Recreatiori  Cabir^.s; 
extending  the  Lake  Eva  Trail   to   the  Adirondack  Shelter  at  the   ir.L.-'t  : 
Lake  Eva;   constructing  a  Fish  Bay  Trail   to  the   Fish  Bav  Hot  Springs: 
and  constructing  a  recreation  facility  at  the  Fish  Bay  Hot  Springs. 

The  varied  terrain,   diverse  vegetation,   and  attractive  scenery  of  this 
area  provide  unlimited  recreation  potentials  for  dispersed 
recreation.     Additional  trails  and  cabins  or  shelters  are  possible. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  current  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  Amended 
Winter  1935-86  did  not  identify  any  opportunities  for  fish  resource 
enhancement  within  the  roadless  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  current  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan. 
Amended  Winter  1985-86   identified  opportunities   for  wildlife  habitat 
improvement  in  various  areas  within  the  roadless  area  through 
management  of  second  growth  forest  and  thinning. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     The  Current  Tongass  Land  Management  PLa-n. 
Amended  Winter  1985-86  did  not  identify  any  opportunities  for 
management  of  the   timber  resource   in  this  roadless  area.     Tliere  .;uc> 
32,063  acres   inventoried  as  tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.  This 
includes  8,246  acres  of  riparian  old  growth,   and  62.192  acres  oe 
non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     The  major  land  use  authorizations  are 
the  Northern  Southeast  Regional  Aquaculture  Association  i^NSRAAl's 
special  use  permit  for  use  of  facilities  at  Takat:  Bay  for  securing 
net  pens  for  the  rearing  of  salmon  and  the  .Alaska  Department  of  Fis;^, 
and  Game   (ADF&G) ' s  special  use  permit  for  use  of  facilities   located  .ic 
the  head  of  Kasnyku  Bav  for  the  Hidden  Falls  Fish  Hatcherv.  Tliese 
facilities   include  hatchery  buildings,    residential  buildings,  water, 
hydroelectric,   and  waste  disposal  systems,    roads,    trails,  boardwalks, 
and  docks.     The  permit  covers  over  13  acres. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  does  not  have  a  high  mineral  development 
potential  and  there  are  not  any  known  mining  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     One   feature  of  scientific  interest 
is   the  area  around  Lake  Eva,   which  has  been  identified  as  having 
potential   for  Research  Natural  Area  (RNA)   status.     The  Lake  are.; 
was   identified  because   it   represents  a  highlv  productive  sockeve 
fishery  with  an  active  history  of  research.      Fores.t   tvpes   presetir  .ire 
typical  spruce  and  hemlock,   which  have   the  potential   to  serve  .is 
baseline  monitoring  sites   for  nearbv  areas   that  have  had  liisteric 
timber  management.     Lake  Eva  is  a  low  elevation  valley  moraiual   L.ike  . 
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(2)     Management  Considerations 


(a)  Timber:     The  potential   for  managing  timber   in  this   roadless  area 
is  dependent  on   the  development  of  high  marke t 'values  and  harvest 
methods  which  will  allow  extraction  without  need  for  extensive 
reading . 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 


(c)     Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common         Sol; ti^.o r 
Alaska  are  present   in  the  area,   however,    there  are  no  know  epidemic 
disease  occurrences . 


(d)     Land  Status:     NOT  YET  AVAILABLE 


Relationship  to  Coaununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas. 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     There  are  three 
Wilderness  nearby:     the  West  Chichagof - Yakob i  Wilderness  that  lies  north  of 
Salisbury  Sound,    the  Admiralty  National  Monument  Wilderness,   which  lies 
east  of  Chatham  Strait,   and  the  South  Baranof  Wilderness  south  of  Sitka  and 
adjoining  this  roadless  area. 

The  North  Baranof  Roadless  Area,   in  addition  to  being  contiguous   to  the 
South  Baranof  Wilderness,    is  also  a  part  of  a  larger  unroaded  area  whicli 
stretches  from  the  north  tip  of  Baranof  Island  to  the  South  Baranof 
Wilderness,   and  from  Baranof  Warm  Springs  to  Sitka  and  to  Biorka  Island. 
The  three  roadless  a^as  are  North  Baranof  (^=330),   Sitka  Urban   ;,=33n.  atxi 
Redoubt  (s:333)  . 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances   from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Communi Cy  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  70  100 

Sitka  (Pop.  3,041)  10  10 

Angoon  (Pop.  6  39)  20  20 

The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Sitka. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moritorium  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 


(b)  Local  users/residents:  Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  wir; 
recreational  boating,  hunting  and  fishing,  and  viewing  wildlife  and 
scenery  of  the  area. 


e .      Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  L.ATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

N(\ME;     Sicka  Urban   ^331)         ACRES   (GROSS):     US, 146  ACRES   (NFS):     120. 53 

GEOZONE:  CIO 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  fLXTING:  19 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  cable  below  displays   Che  VCU  J./ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 
che  reader  co  compare   che  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses . 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  Mo 

WARS  Rating 

Coniments 

Annahootz  Mountain 

299 

21 

Nakwasina  Sound 

301 

Not  raced  in 

1979 

Gavanski  Island 

310* 

16 

Sicka 

311 

Not  rated  in 

19  79 

Katlian  Bay 

312 

Not  rated  in 

I9T'Q 

Katlian  River 

313 

21 

Blue  Lake 

318 

21 

Green  Lake 

324 

17 

Bear  Cove 

325 

19 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     This  large  area  has  a  long  and  varied  history  oc  use  dati: 
from  Tlingit  use  in  prehistoric  and  historic  times  to  che  presenc  use  bv 
variety  of  Alaska  residents  and  visitors.     Sicka  was  escabLished  between 
2,000  and  9,000  years  ago  as  a  major  TlingiC  Indian  village.     The  Russia: 
seeded  in  Sicka  in  1799,   made   it  the  headquarters  of  che  Russian  Americ. 
Company,   and  lacer  Che  capical  of  Russian  America.     Afcer  sale  of  Alaska 
che  Uniced  Scates,   Sitka  served  as   the   territorial  capital  until   I'-^OO,  wi 
che  capiCal  was  cransferred  Co  Juneau.     Alchough  che  citv  of  Sitka  lies 
outside  the  Roadless  Area,    its   inhabitants  have  used  the  surrounding 
roadless   lands  intensively. 

Use  of  the  area  since  1900  has  been  primarily  for  hunting,  fishing, 
woodcutting,   recreation,   and  occasional  temporary  occupancies.     Remains  ^ 
structures  and  other  human  cultural  activity  in  varying  degrees  of 
deterioration  can  still  be  found. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
Forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tonp^ass  Larui 
Management  Plan.  . 

2/     Wilde  mess  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)  was   the  nationwide   svstoin  usei.1 
rate   che  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Aro.i 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II) . 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area   is   Located  on   che  western  side  of 
Saranof  Island  j us c  north  of  the  center  of  the   island.  "  It   is  generalLv 
bounded  on  the  west  by  Nakwasina  Sound  and  Sitka  Sound,   with  a  major 
portion  of  that  boundarv  composed  of  private   lands   in  the  Sitka  developed 
area.     The  southern  boundarv  adjoins   the  Redoubt  Roadless  Area   i,=3  3  3  ^  .-iP.^i 
the  South  Baranof  Wilderness.     The  north  and  eastern  boundarv  of  the  jre.i 
is  formed  bv  the  North  Saranof  Roadless  .Area  v^330). 

The   Sitka  Urban  Roadless  Area,    the  North  Baranof  Roadless  .Area   v=330~',  j;-. 
the  Redoubt  Roadless  Area   i,=3  3  3'!   are  all   three  subunits  of  a  contig'j.o'js 
roadless   land  mass   that  stretches   from  the  South  Baranof  Wilderness   to  ri; 
northern  tip  of  Baranof  Island. 

There  are  two  primary  forms  of  access  to  the  area.     The  first  is  on  foot 
from  the  Sicka  road  system  along  the  western  boundary  of  the  area.  The 
second  access  is  by  saltvater  along  the  western  and  southwestern 
coastlines.     Access   to  the  area  is  generally  very  good  due   to  its  proximi 
to  Sitka  and  its  road  system,   and  the  accessibility  of  Nakwasina,  Katlian 
and  Silver  Bays. 

There  are  four  National  Forest  System  Trails  that  provide  access  to  the 
area  from  the  Sitka  road  system:     Beaver  Lake  Trail,   Gavan  Hill  Trail. 
Harbor  Mountain  Ridge  Trail,   and  Indian  River  Trail.      In  addition,  there 
the  Blue  Lake  River  Trail  which  is  2.5  miles  in  length.     It  begins  at  the 
east  end  of  Blue  Lake  and  ends  at  the  south  end  of  Glacier  Lake. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  as 
irregular,    rugged  chain  of  mountains  2,000  to  5,300  feet  in  elevation, 
having  a  steep  slope  and     deeply  indented  with  bays  and  U-shaped  valLevs, 
Numerous  rocky  crests  and  sharp  ridges  are   found  at  higher  elevations. 
Snow  can  be  seen  all  year  round  on  higher  summits  with  a  few  cirque 
glaciers  and  small  permanent  ice  fields  along  the  eastern  boundarv  o:  t^.e 
area . 

Streams  are  generally  short  and  flow  directly  to  saltwater  with  the  longe 
about  10  miles  long.     Cascades  are  common  and  small  mountain  lakes  are 
plentiful. 

There  are    miles  of  shoreline  along  saltwater.     .Approximately  33 

percent  of  the  area  consists  of  alpine  tundra,    ice,   snow,   and  rock.  Tlii.s 
includes  22,273  acres  of  alpine  tundra,   2,820  acres  of  ice  and  snow,  and 
39,381  acres  of  rock.     There  are  1,941  acres  of  freshwater  lakes   in  t'.ie 
area.     Large  lakes  in  the  area  include  Blue  and  Glacier  Lakes. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Northen 
Outer  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally 
characterized  by  rugged  highly  dissected  topography,   exposed  e x t r e n; 
wet  outer  coastal  environment,    and  extensive  alpine  environments  wir; 
productive   forested  areas  highlv   fragmented  and  usuallv  c  one  e  n  t  v.; :  ^' 
on  overs teepened  slopes  and  on  vallev  bottoms. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C-469 


(b)  Vegetacion:     The  vegetation  of  this   roadless  area  consists 
primarily  of  tvpical  spruce -hemlock  forests.     Western  hemlock - S  1  tka 
spruce  dominate   the  overstorv  while   the  understory   is  composed  of 
shrubs  such  as   red  huckleberry,    rusty  menziesia.    and  devil's  club. 
The   forest  floor   is  covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses,    liverworts,  .;r;'.i 
plants  such  as  deerheart,   bunchberry  dogwood,    single  deligiit,  and 
skunk  cabbage.     Streamside  riparian  vegetation   is  charac  te  r  iteJ. 
salmonberrv,   devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns.*  and  currar.tj 

Muskegs  are  abundant  within  this  area,   h.owever  due   to   tr.eir  s;;;,i  1  L 
and  association  with  forested  sites,   accurate  acreage  esti;;iates 
difficult.     These  areas,   dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,    sedges,  an.d 
shrubs  of  the  heath  family,   are   interspersed  among  low  elevation 
timber  stands  where  drainage   is  restricted.     Trees  wichin  the  muskegs 
are  sparse  and  consisc  mainly  of  stunted  hemlock,    lodgepole  pine,  and 
Alaska- cedar . 

At  elevations  generally  above  2,000  feet,    the  plant  communities  are 
characterized  by  low  shrubs,   grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  forests 
and  meadows  occur  ac  the   interface  between  the  forested  communities 
and  the  alpine  tundra. 

There  are  approximately  50,033  acres  of  forested  land  of  which     27. OSS 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  land. 
17,625  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,761  acres  are  ripariar. 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Shallow  mineral  soils  with  good  drainage  can  be   four.d  .vv 
steeper  slopes  due   to   rapid  loss  of  material  by  erosion  and  efficioi-.r 
rainwater  runoff.     Deep,   well  drained  soils  commonlv  occur  below 
shallow  soils  on   the  gentler  slopes  where   transported  soil  material  Is 
have  collected.     Poorly  drained  soils  are   found  associated  wicii  low 
relief  and  impermeable  subsurface  layers.      In  locations  with  poor 
drainage,   deep  organic  soils   (muskegs)    tend  to  form.      In  riparian 
areas,   soil  zones   tend  to  contain  sand  and  gravels  as  a  result  of 
flood  deposition. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  t;ie 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  i,1983V  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  es tuaries . 

There  are   three  VCU's  which  are  rated  as  high  value   for  sport  fisli. 
These  are  Annahootz  Mountain  (299),   Katlian  Bay  (312),   and  Blue  Lake 
(318).     The  four  VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  for  commercial   fisii  .ire 
Annahootz  Mountain  (299),   Katlian  Bay  (312),   Katlian  River   (.3I3V  and 
Green  Lake   (324).     There  were  no  VCU's  rated  as  having  highlv  valued 
es  tuaries . 
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(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  manv  varied  wildlife   resources  i.: 
chis  roadless  area.     Birds  and  waterfowl  rearing  and  nesting  areas  a 
abundant   in  this  area.-    Generally,    the  area  provides   good  habitat  fc 
Sitka  black- tailed  deer  and  brown  bear.     Bald  eagle  habitat,   ne  s  t  i-.-.^, 
and  roosting  trees,   encompasses   this   roadless  area  along  the 
shorelines . 

( f )  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     Xhe   area  contains   n.o  knc'..n. 
resident  threatened  or  endangered  species.     This  area  has  been 
identified  as  having  habitats   for  f.vo  :nigrati:'.g  en.dangir-3d  sroc::.r 
The  Peale's  peregrine   falcon  passes   through  the   forests  during  rn.e 
spring  and  fall  migration  flights  and  the  humpback  whale  iniiabits 
nearby  waters . 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     There  are  nine  VCU's   in  the  Sitka  Urban 
Roadless  Analysis  Area.     One  VCU  was  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation 
(LUD)   2   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan;    that  VCU  was  Bear  Cove  =325. 
Areas  allocated  to  LUD  2  are   to  be  managed  in  a  roadless  state   to  retai.:i 
their  wildland  character.     This  designation  would  permit  wildlife  and  fis 
habitat  improvement  and  primitive  recreational  facility  development. 

Six  of  the  VCU's  in  this  area  were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (,  LUD 
3  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.  These  are  310,  310,  311,  313,  3  IS 
and  324. 

Areas  allocated  to  LUD  3  are  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses.  The 
emphasis  is  on  managing  for  both  amenity  and  commodity  oriented  uses  in.  n 
compatible  manner  to  provide  the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.  These 
areas  usually  have  high  amenity  values  in  conjunction  wich  high  coiiiiiioditv 
values.  Allowances  in  calculated  potential  timber  vie  Id  have  been  I'.uido  r 
meet  multiple  use  coordination  objectives. 

Two  of  the  nine  VCU's  in  this  area  were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation, 
(LUD)  4  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.     This   includes  Annahoott 
Mountain  {»299)  and  Katlian  Bay  (*312). 

Areas  allocated  to  LUD  4  provide  opportunities   for  intensive  developmen.t 
resources.     Emphasis   is  primarily  on  commodity,   or  market  resources  an,d 
their  use  with  provisions  for  amenity  uses.     When  conflicts  over  coir.petin 
resource  uses  arise,   conflicts  would  most  often  be  resolved  in  favor  of 
commodity  values.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential  timber  yield  haw 
been  made  to  provide  for  protection  of  physical  and  biological 
productivity . 

Recreational  use  of  the  area  is  primarily  for  hunting,    fishing,  and 
enjoying  the  scenery.     This  use   is  scattered  across  the  area  and  with  the 
usual  concentrations  near  lakes,   streams,   and  shorelines. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):  A  vast  majority  of  the  area  is 
considered  unmodified  except  for  those  areas  primarilv  located  near  "lie 
streams,    trails,   and  shorelines  with  evidence  of  current  or  historic  n;.c  . 
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The  visual  characcer   cvpe  of   this   roadless  area   is  classified  as  3.il\;p.o: 
Highland.     Terrain  in  chis   cype  consists  of  an  irregular,  rugged 
asvmmecrical  chain  of  landforrns  3,000-  5,300   feec   in  elevacion  having  a 
sceep  eastern  slope  and  a  more  gentle  western  slope  deeply   indented  '.vicp, 
fjords.     Cenerallv,    landforms   are  visuallv  massive,    bulk'.'  and  stark 
throughout  the  character  tvpe  .     Shoreline   forms  are  very   rugged  witli 
steep-sided   fjord  countrv  on  both  east  and  west  coasts. 

Rugged  headwalls,    cliffs  and  escarpments  are   common  on   the  west   sice   c:  t::. 
3aranof  Highland  character   tvpe,    as   a  result  of  exposure    tc   tb.e  .-:c.; 
and  waves.     Numerous   rockv  crests,   sharp  ridges,   horns,   aretes  and  cirraos 
are   found  at  higher  elevations.     Snow  can  be  seen  all  year  round  o".  ri^.e 
higher  summits  with  cirque  glaciers  and  small  permanent   ice  fields, 
especially  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  area. 

The  Sicka  Urban  Roadless  Area  in  the  northcentral  portion  of  Baranof  Island 
well  represents  the  Baranof  Highland  visual  character  type.     This  area 
displays  a  mountain  range  deeply  and  repeatedly  scalloped  bv  bavs  and 
U-shaped  valleys.     .A  combination  of  historic  glaciation  and  erosion  from 
the  high  level  of  precipitation  have   further  accentuated  the  carving  of  the 
topography.     The  mouncains  of  this  roadless  area  form  the  scenic  backdrop 
to  the  city  of  Sitka,   and  are  a  feature  that  attracts  both  residents  and 
couriscs  alike  to  this  community. 

-Approximately  ■4-9  percent  of  this  roadless  area  was   inventoried   in   L'-''S--  .is 
being  Visual  Variety  Class  B   (Common),   and  approximate Iv  1-t  percent  as 
Variety  Class  C^(Minimal  Variety).     The  remaining  37  percent  of  thti  acrea>:o 
was   inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (Distinctive). 

The  majority  (79  percent)   of  this  roadless  area  was   inventoried  in 
having  Existing  Visual  Condition   (,EVC)    I;    these  areas  appear  to  be 
untouched  by  human  activity.     Approximately  14  percent  was   inventoried  m 
EVC  IV,   which  are  areas   in  which  changes   in  the   landscape  are  easilv 
noticed  by  the  average  person  and  may  attract  some  attention.  There 
appears  to  be  disturbances  but  they  resemble  natural  patterns.     There  is 
percent  of  the  area  in  EVC  V  where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  obvious  to 
the  average  person.     The  changes  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(8)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  bordered  on  the  I'.oLr'p. 
and  east  by  the  North  Baranof  Roadless  Area  (,=t330)  ,   and  on  the  south  bv  rlio 
South  Baranof  Wilderness  and  the  Redoubt  Roadless  Area  {^333^  .     As  a 
result,    there  are  no  significant  external  influences  on  those  sides  of  tiie 
roadless  area.     The  western  boundary,  however,   adjoins  the  deve  lopmef.t 
related  to  the  community  of  Sitka,   and  areas  of  timber  activity  and 
associated  road  systems.     The  external  influences   from  these  developments, 
air  traffic  in  the  vicinity,   and  from  a  population  center  that  utilizes  th.e 
area  extensively,   combine  to  substantially  effect  this  roadless  area. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     There   is  one  neacaro 
of  major  importance   to   this  roadless  area;    that  feature   is   the  mountair.s 
east  of  Sitka.     Those  mountains   form  a  scenic  backdrop   that  enhances  tlie 
beautv  of  Sitka  to  both   the  visitors   and   the   residents.     Those  same 
mountains  also  provide  a  watershed  for  the  community  that  provides  botii 
water  and  power.      Finallv,    those  mountains  provide  a  location  for  tl-,e 
population  of  the  comniunitv  to  recreate. 

The  natural   features   of   the   area,    the   scenerv,    and   the  opporfjnitv 
wildlife   are   all  considered  attractions.      High  i:ualitv  fis'p.ip.v; 
opportunities   in   the  streams   and   lakes  also  provide   attrac  t  lof.s  .      Tr.e  ■ 
contains   1^    inventoried  recreation  places  which  contains  -+S  .  IJ"-'  acres. 
National  Forest  System  Trail   is   located   in   this   roadless  area,    but  no 
public  recreation  cabins. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:  The  Sitka  Urban 
Roadless  Area  is  only  partially  well  defined  by  topographic  features.  Th 
northern,  eastern,  and  southern  boundaries  are  determined  major  watershed 
divides.  The  western  boundary  is  a  ragged  line  that  follows  the  boundarv 
of  private  land  and  other  land  ownership,  and  which  also  is  the  result  of 
road  system  and  timber  activity.  This  is  an  extremely  poor  and  difficult 
boundary  to  manage . 

The  feasibility  of  management  of  this  area  as  Wilderness  or   in  an  unro.Kio 
condition  is  poor  although  there  is  no  significant  motorized  access  or 
other  current  nonconforming  uses.     This   is  due  to  the  heavv  "influence  of 
the  adjacent  population  center,    road  svstem,   and  timber  activitv,   and  tl'.o 
land  ownership  patterns . 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  eviden.ce  o 
current  and  historic  use  of  the  area.     This  evidence  although  locallv 
significant,   has  a  very  low  overall  effect  on  the  natural   integrity  of  th 
area.     Both  the  relative  size  of  the  developments  and  their  location 
contribute  to  that  low  impact.     The  long-term  ecological  processes  are 
intact  and  operating  with  the  effect  of  human  influences  on  natural 
processes  unmeasurable . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitudo 
within  the  area.     Both  the  size  of  the  area  and  the  screening  offered  bv 
the   topography  increase  the  opportunity  for  solitude.     Overall  recreation, 
use  of  the  area  is  relatively  limited  and  dispersed,   so  that  encounters 
with  other  visitors  are  unlikely.     However,   recreational  use  along  the 
trails  at  times  may  be  moderate  and  concentrated,    so  that  encounters  '.»irl\ 
other  visitors  are  likely.     Because  of  its  large  size,   there  are  many 
opportunities  for  solitude,  however  a  visitor  may  have  to  work  harder  to 
find  them.     The  sight  or  sound  of  airplanes  overhead,   boats  along  the 
coastlines,   motor  vehicles  on  adjacent  roads  or  trails,   and  sights  and 
sounds  of  the  community  of  Sitka  can  occasionallv  intrude  on  a  visitor's 
soli  tude . 
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(4)     Opportunity  £or  Primicive  RecreaCion:     The  area  provides  a  high 
opporcunicv  cor  primitive  recreation  as  a  result  of  its  size,  topographic 
screening.' and  physical  challenges.     This  area  has  a  highly  irregular 
ropographv  and  diverse  vegetation  that  combine   to  offer  a  setting  capable 
of  orovidins;  a  varietv  of  primitive  recreation  opportunities.     There  are 
lakes,   ponds,    streams,   bavs  ,    rugged  mountains,   and  a  varied  coastline  th;; 
contribute   to   these  opportunities.     The  absence  of  developed  recreational 
facilities   further  enhances   the  opportunity  for  primitive  recreation. 

T'lie  area  provides  primarilv  a  Primitive  recreation  opportunity  as 
inventoried  with  the  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum  i,ROS^   svstem.  The 
acreage  of  each  ROS  class  within  the  Roadless  Area  are   listed  below. 

ROS  Glass  Acres 


Primitive  I  (PI)  30,372 

Priraicive  II  (P2)  6,136 

Rural  (R)  ^0 

Urban  (U)  1^0 

Roaded  Macural   (RN)  10,581 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  4,223 
Serai -Primitive  Non-Mocorized  (SPNM)  76,996 

Serai-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  4,200 

No  ROS  360 


The  area  contains  27  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  *^  OF  REG.    PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


PI  1  1,220  U 

P2  2  1.304 

RN  6  5,359  169,591 

RM  3  4,132  3.301 

SPNM  II  29,390  10.97" 

SPM  4  1,941  3,29^ 


There  are  four  National  Forest  System  Trails  within  the  roadless  area  whi 
have  trailheads  on  the  Sitka  road  system:     Beaver  Lake  Trail.   Cavan  Hill 
Trail,   Harbor  Mountain  Ridge  Trail,   and  Indian  River  Trail.      In  addition, 
there  is  the  Blue  Lake  River  Trail  which  begins  at  the  east  end  of  Blue 
Lake.     There  are  no  recreation  cabins. 


(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  features  of  ecologic,   geologic,   scientific,   or  cultural 
s  ignif icance . 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 


(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)     Recreation  Potential:     The  current  Tongass   Land  M.-inageiiuMi t  :'Li!', 
Amended  Winter   1985  -36   identified  opportunities   for  expansion  of 
Starrigaven  Campground  adjacent   to   this   roadless  area  and  consriu^-ri 
of  the  Indian  River-Harbor  Mountain  Trail.      It  also  identified 
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oppo r cun i c ie s   co   reconscrucc   the   Beaver  Lake  Trail,    the   Blue  Lake 
Trail,    ::he  Lucky  Chance  Trail,   and  the  Redoubc  Lake  Trail. 

The  varied  terrain,   diverse  vegetation,   and  attractive  scenery  of  t^.is 
area  provide  unlimited  recreation  potentials   for  dispersed 
recreation.     .Additional   trails  and  cabins  or  shelters  are  possible 
both  accessible   from  the  Sitka  road  system  or  within  easy  access  bv 
boat  from  Sitka.     With  the  large  numbers  of  visitors   to  Sitka,   use  of 
trails  within  walking  distance  of  town  or  the  campgrounds  would  be 
subs  tantial . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   .Amended  Winter 
19S5-3o   identified  opportunities   for  fish  stocking  in  Indian  River. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  Amended 
Wincer  1985-86  idencified  opportuni ties  for  wildlife  habitat 
iraprovenienc  in  the  area  between  KaClian  Bay  and  Nakwasina  Sound,  and 
in  the  Kaclian  River  Drainage  through  thinning  of  second  growth 
forest . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.  Amended 
Winter  1985-86  did  not  identify  any  opportunities  for  management  of 
the  timber  resource  in  this  roadless  area.     There  are  I-t,803  acres 
inventoried  as  tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes  .!  .  0-^  L 
acres  of  riparian  old  growth,   and  8,302  acres  of  non-riparian  old 
growth . 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     No  significant  land- use  authorizations 
exist  within  the  riadless  area. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  southwestern  portion  of  the  area  contains  a  zone 
of  high  mineral  development  potential  with  veins  of  valuable  metallic 
or  nonmetallic  minerals.     The  central  portion  of  the  area  contaiiis  a 
large  zone  of  magmatic  oxide  or  sulfide  deposit.     There  are  not  any 
known  current  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     There  are  no  known  areas  of 
scientific  interest  in  this  roadless  area. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this   roadless  area 
is  dependent  on  the  development  of  high  market  values  and  harvest 
methods  which  will  allow  extraction  without  need  for  extensive 
roading. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present  in  the  area,   however,    there  are  no  know  epidemic 
disease  occurrences. 


(d)     Land  Status:     NOT  YET  .AVAILABLE 
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d.     Relationship   Co  Coamiuni  Cies  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The   nearest  Wilderness 
is   the  South  Baranot  Wilderness  which  adjoins   the  southern  tip  or  the 
roadless  area.     Two  other  nearbv  Wildernesses  are   the  Adiniraltv  Natio-n.-;L 
Monument  Wilderness,   which  lies  east  of  Chatham  Strait,   and  the  West 
Chichago f - Yakob i  Wilderness   that  lies  north  of  Salisbury  Sound. 

The  Sitka  Urban  Roadless  .Area,    in  addition   to  being  contiguous   to   the  South 
3aranof  Wilderness,    is  also  a  part  of  a  larger  unroaded  area  whic:-. 
screeches   from   the  north   tip  of  Baranof  Island   to   the   South  Baranof 
Wilderness,   and  from  Baranof  Warm  Springs   Co  Sitka  and  to  Biorka  IsLar.d. 
The  chree  roadless  areas  are  North  Baranof  {^230),   Sitka  Urban   (,=331),  ap.d 
Redoubc  (=333) . 

(2)  Distance  Froni  Population  Centers   (Accessibility)  :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  cencers  are  as  follows: 


Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  90  160 

Sitka  (Pop.     3,041)  0  0 

Angoon  (Pop.         639)  40  90 

The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Sitka. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been   identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   inlegis  lac  ive  Lnitiatl\-o: 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area   is  associated  with 
recreational  boating,   hunting  and  fishing,   and  viewing  wildlife  .md 
scenerv  of  Che  area. 


e.      Environmental  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  3E  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  f\REA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Sicka  Sound  (332)       ACRES   (GROSS):     20,934  ACRES   (NFS):  19.4^5 

CEOZONES:  CIO 

CEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  IS 


a.  DescripCion 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The   Cable  below  displ^vs   the  VC'J  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  Co  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  wich 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No  WARS  Rating  Comnients 


Nakwasina  Passage  300*  --  Not  raced  in  1979 

Neva  Strait  302*  18 

Krestof  Sound  309*  20 

Gavanski  Island  310*  16 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)     History:     This  large  area  has  a  long  and  varied  hiscorv  on  use  d.icLtu-, 
from  Tlingit  use   in  prehistoric  and  historic   times   to  che  presenc  use  bv 
variety  of  Alaska  residents  and  visitors.     Use  of  che  area  has  been 
primarily  for  hunting,    fishing,    recreation,   and  temporary  occupancv. 
Remains  of  structures  and  other  human  cultural  accivicy  in  varving  de£,i"eei; 
of  deterioration  can  still  be  found. 


(3)     Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  generally  located  becween  Sitka 
Sound  and  Salisbury  Sound,   and  becween  Kruzof  Island  and  Baranof  Island. 
Ic  is  composed  of  Krestof  Island,   Halleck  Island,    che  Siginaka  Islands,  rl'.i.^ 
Magoun  Islands  and  a  number  of  small  offshore   islands  and  rocks.  In 
addition,    this  area  includes  a  peninsula  of  Baranof  Island  separated  ::\-^in 
the  remainder  of  Baranof  Island  by  a  road  system  and  timber  accivitv.  Tli::^ 
peninsula  lies  adjacent  to  Neva  ScraiC  becween  Sc.   John  Bapcisc  5av  and 
Nakwasina  Passage.      For  Che   lack  of  a  better  name,    this  peninsula  will  be 
referred  Co  in  chis  report  as  Whitestone  Peninsula,   named  after  Whitestono 
Cove  at  the  southern  end  of  che  peninsula. 

The  primary  form  of  access  to  the  area  is  by  saltwater  along  all  of  che 
coastlines.  Access  to  che  area  is  good,  mostly  due  to  the  proximity  to 
Sicka.  In  addition,  che  numerous  bays  and  channels  provide  both  travel 
corridors  and  sheltered  anchorage   for  boats. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  che  Tongnss  L.md 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)   was   the  nationwide  svsClmti  usod  :o 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Ar>.M 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography.     The  area  is  generally  charac  ce r  ized  bv 
rhree  discincc   features :     Whitescone  Peninsula,    cwo  moderace  sire  islands. 
HaLleck  and  Krescof,   and  numerous  small   islands,    islands  groups,  and 
offshore   rocks.     Whicescone   Peninsula   is  a  roughly  triangular  shaped  piece 
of  land  of  gencle  slope  and  a  maximum  elevacion  of  jusc  over   1,400  :eoc. 
Iz  contains  no  scream  or  lakes  of  significant  size. 

Halleck  and  Krescof  are   irregular  shaped  islands,   with  a  mix  of  gentle  jf.d 
steep  sloped  terrain.     Krestof  is   further  defined  by  Promisla  and  De  Jro:: 
3avs  .      The  maximum  elevation  of  Kres to f   is  over   1  ,  oOO   feet  and   is  owr 
1,900   feet  on  Halleck.     There  are  no   lakes  or  named  streams  on  either 
is  land . 

The  small  islands   in  the  Sitka  Sound  Roadless  Area  are  mostly  under  LOO 
feec  in  elevacion  and  are  scaccered  chroughouc  che  area.     They  are  all 
irregular  in  shape  and  size. 

There  are    miles  of  shoreline  along  saltwater.     There   is   300  acres  oz 

alpine  tundra  and  20  acres  of  rock.     Small   islands   coCaling  9,197  acres  of 
small  islands  locaced  along  che  coasciine. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classif icacion:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Northern 
Outer  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generalLv 
characcerized  by  rugged  highly  dissecced  copography,   exposed  extreme  I v 
wee  oucer  coascal  environmenc,   and  excensive  alpine  environments  wit'.; 
productive  forested  areas  highly  fragmented  and  usuallv-  concentrated 
on  overs teepened  slopes  and  on  valley  bottoms. 

(b)  VegeCaCion:     The  vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  consists 
primarily  of  Cypical  spruce  -  hemlock  forests.     Western  hem  Lock - S i tka 
spruce  dominate  the  overstory  while  che  undersCory  is  composed  of 
shrubs  such  as  red  huckleberry,    ruscy  raenziesia,   and  devil's  club: 
The  foresc  floor  is  covered  wich  a  maC  of  mosses,    liverworts,  and 
plants  such  as  deerhearc,   bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delight,  ar.d 
skunk  cabbage.     Streamside  riparian  vegetation  is  characterized  bv 
salmonberry,   devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 

Muskegs  are  abundant  within  this  area,   however  due   to   their  small  slzo 
and  association  wich  foresced  sices,   accurace  acreage  estimates  are 
difficulc.     These  areas,   dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,    sedges,  jv.d 
shrubs  of  che  heach  family,   are  incerspersed  among  low  elevation 
timber  sCands  where  drainage   is  rescricced.     Trees  wichin  the  muskegs 
are  sparse  and  consist  mainly  of  scunced  hemlock,    lodgepole  pine,  and 
Alaska-cedar . 

There  are  approximately  20,055  acres  of  forested  land  of  which   L  L  . I ' 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  land, 
9,878  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and   "40  acres  are   ripairi.;-.!  o  U; 
growth . 
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(c)  Soils:     Shallow  mineral   soils  wich  good  drainage  can  be   tound  o; 
steeper  slopes  due   Co  rapid  loss  of  maCerial  by  erosion  and  ecficiof. 
rainwater  runoff.     Deep,   well  drained  soils  commonly  occur  below  che 
shallow  soils  on  the  gentler  slopes  where   transported  soil  maceL'i..iLs 
have  collected.      Poorly  drained  soils  are   found  associated  wich  Low 
relief  and  impermeable  subsurface   layers.      In  locations  wich  pooi" 
drainage,   deep  organic  soils   (muskegs)    tend  to   form.      In  ripariaii 
areas,    soil  zones   tend  to  contain  sand  and  gravels  as  a  result  of 
flood  deposition. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  r:ie 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan   (,1979)   and  bv  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  i,19Sj).  T'les 
racings  describe   the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

There  are  two  VCU's  which  are  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish. 
These  are  Nakwasina  Passage   (300)   and  Krestof  Sound  (309'».  VCU's 
raced  as  highly  valued  for  commercial  fish  are  Nakwasina  Passage  ^iOl 
and  Kre^Cof  Sound  ^09).     VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  estuaries 
include  Neva  ScraiC  (302)   and  Krescof  Sound  (309). 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  many  varied  wildlife  resources  ii\ 
this  roadless  area.     Birds  and  wacerfowl  rearing  and  nesting  areas  ar 
abundant  in  this  area.     Generally,    the  area  provides  good  habitat  for 
Sitka  black-tailed  deer  and  brown  bear.     Bald  eagle  habitat,  nescinr, 
and  roosting  trees,   encompasses   this  roadless  area  along  the 
shorelines . 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
resident  threatened  or  endangered  species.     This  area  has  been 
identified  as  having  habitats   for  two  migrating  endangered  species. 
The  Peale '  s  peregrine  falcon  passes  through  the  forests  during  ci'.e 
spring  and  fall  migracion  flights  and  the  humpback  whale  inhabits 
nearby  waters . 

(6)  CurrenC  Use  and  ManagemenC:     The  entire  roadless  area  was  allocated  t 
Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.  Are.is 
allocated  to  LUD  3  are  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses.     The  empl^asis 
is  on  managing  for  both  amenity  and  commodity  oriented  uses   in  a  conipacibl 
manner  Co  provide  the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.     These  areas 
usually  have  high  amenity  values   in  conjunction  with  high  commodity 
values.     Allowances  in  calculated  potential  timber  yield  have  been  made  to 
meet  multiple  use  coordination  objectives. 

Recreational  use  of  the  area  is  primarily  for  hunting  and  fishing,  and 
enjoying  the  scenery.     This  use  is  scattered  across  the  area  and  wit'i  t!ie 
usual  concentrations  near  lakes,   streams,   and  shorelines. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     A  vast  majoritv  of  the  are.;  is 
considered  unmodified  except   for   those  areas   primarilv   Located  p.e.ii' 
shoreline  with  evidence  of  current  or  historic  use.      Evidence  of  hisroric 
use   includes  old  cabins,    and  other  historic  occupancies.      Current  use 
includes  various  short   term  occupancies,    and  other  evidence  of   che  use  o : 
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-he  area  and  the   surrounding  waters.     All  of  chis  evidence   is  readily 
apparent  to  visitors   that  visit  the  specific  sites. 

The  visual  character  tvpe  of  this  roadless  area  is  classified  as  Baranof 
Highland.     Terrain  in  this   tvpe  consists  of  an  irregular,  rugged 
asymmetrical  chain  of  landforms  3,000-5,300  feet  in  elevation  having  a 
steep  eastern  slope  and  a  more  gentle  western  slope  deeply  indented  -.vith 
fjords.     >:;enerallv,    landforms  are  visuallv  massive,   bulky  and  stark 
throughout  the  character  type.     Shoreline   forms  are  verv  rugged  with 
steeo-sidcd   f^ord  countrv  on  both  east  and  west  coasts. 

Rugged  headwalls.   cliffs  and  escarpments  are  common  on  the  west  side  oz  th 
Baranof  Highland  character  type,   as  a  result  of  exposure   to   the  sea  wlp.u 
and  waves.     Rock  faces  are  someCiraes  visible  on  steep-sided  fjords  near 
saltwacer  throughout  the  unit.     The  Sitka  Sound  Roadless  Area  is  a  poor 
example  of  this  visual  character  class  as   it  has  few  of  the  described 
features,   or  the  features  are  limited  or  poorly  representative. 

Approximately  II  percent  of  this  roadless  area  was   inventoried   in   19S4  as 
being  Visual  Variety  Class  B  (Common) ,   and  approximately  31  percent  as 
Variety  Class  C  (Minimal  Variety) .     The  remaining  8  percent  of  the  acreage 
was  inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (Distinctive) . 

The  majority  (63  percent)   of  this  roadless  area  was   inventoried  in  19S-t  as 
having  an  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)   I;    these  areas  appear  to  be 
untouched  by  human  activity.     Twenty-six  percent  of  the  acreage   is   in  EVC 
IV,  which  are  areas   in  which  changes   in  the  landscape  are  easily  noticed  b 
the  average  person  and  mav  attract  some  attention.     There  appears   to  be 
disturbances  but  thev  resemble  natural  patterns.     Eleven  percent   is    in  EVJ 
V  where  changes   in  the  landscape  are  obvious   to  the  average  person..  T'l'.e 
changes  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(3)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  composed  of  LsL.uids 
in  Sitka  Sound  and  the  wliitestone  Peninsula  (which  is  bordered  bv  salt 
water  on  three  sides).     As  a  result,   external  influences  on  those  sides  ai 
limited  to  the  sights  and  sounds  of  motorized  boats.     The  eastern  bouf.d.i  rv 
of  Whicestone  Peninsula  adjoins  an  area  of  timber  activity  and  its 
associated  road  system.     This  development  has  had  only   local   impact  o:-;  t;u^ 
roadless  area. 

(9)     ACtracCions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  major  attraction  o 
the  Sitka  Sound  Roadless  .Area   is   the   islands   themselves.      Sitka   is  k:-'.owf, 
for  the  numerous  islands  lying  off  shore  in  Sitka  Sound.     Given  the  fact 
that  the  ferries  of  the  .Alaska  Marine  Highway  System  pass   through  Neva 
Strait  and  Olga  Strait  in  this  roadless  area  on  their  way  to  and  from 
Sitka,    the  beauty  of  the  islands  and  of  the   two  Straits   themselves  are  see 
by  many  visitors  to  Sitka. 

The  natural  features  of  the  area,    the  scenery,   and  the  opportunitv  to  see 
wildlife  are  all  considered  attractions.     High  qualitv  fishing 
opportunities   in  the   streams  and   lakes  also  provide  attractions.      riu>  .rLiv; 
contains   1-4   inventoried   recreation  places  which  contains    L8.S13  .ici\'s 
These   is  one  National   Forest  System  Trail   in  this   roadless  area,    hut  f.o 
public  recreation  cabins. 
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b.      Capability  of  ManagemenC  as  Wilderness  or   in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  Sitka  Sound 
Roadless  Area  is  generally  well  defined  by  topographic   features.  All 
areas,   but  one,    are   islands   that  have   their  boundaries  determined  bv  cheir 
shorelines.     The  one  exception  is   the  U'hitestone  Peninsula  of  3aranof 
Island,   which  has  one  boundary  determined  by  previous   timber  activities  and 
the  associated  road  system. 

The   feasibility  of  management  of  this  area  as  Wilderness   or   in  an  unroaded 
condition  is  good  as   there   is  no  significant  motorized  access  or  other 
current  nonconforming  uses . 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  evidence  of 
current  and  historic  use  of  the  area.     This  evidence  although  locally 
significant,  has  a  very  low  overall  effect  on  the  natural  integrity  of  the 
area.     Both  the  relative  size  of  the  developments  and  their  location  along 
the  shoreline  contribute   to  that  low  impact.     The   long-term  ecological 
processes  are  intact  and  operating  with  the  effect  of  human   influences  on 
natural  processes  unraeasurable . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  moderate  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Recreational  use  of  the  area  is  relatively 
limited  and  dispersed,   so  that  encounters  with  other  visitors  are 
unlikely.     The  sight  or  sound  of  airplanes  overhead  and  boats  along  clie 
coastlines  can  occasionally  intrude  on  a  visitor's  solitude.     Along  Meva 
Strait  and  Olga  Strait,   ferries  of  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  system  can  bo 
observed  or  heard. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  a  moderate 
opportunity  for  primitive  recreation  as  a  result  of  its  dense  vegetative 
screening,   and  physical  challenges.     This  area  has  a  unique   topographv  and 
diverse  vegetation  that  combine  to  offer  a  setting  capable  of  providing  a 
variety  of  primitive  recreation  opportunities.     There  are  ponds,  streams, 
bays,   mountains,   and  a  varied  coastline   that  contribute  to  these 
opportunities.     The  absence  of  developed  recreational  facilities  furcb.er 
enhances  the  the  opportunity  for  primitive  recreation. 

The  area  provides  primarily  a  Primitive  recreation  opportunitv  as 
inventoried  with  the  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)   system.  Tb.e 
acreage  of  each  ROS  class  within  the  Roadless  Area  are   listed  below. 


ROS  Class  Acres 

Rural  (R)  20 

Roaded  Natural  (RN)  5,558 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  260 

Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  13,017 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  2,519 


The  area  contains   14  recreation  places. 
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ROS  CLASS  ^  OF  REC.  PI^\CES             TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITi'  BY  RVD 

RN  S  ^^,359  1^,930 

RM  L  120  130 

SPNM  3  ■                       13.017  Jl.o9S 

SPM  2  1,180  -^,567 

There  are  r.o  Nacional  Foresr  Sysre::i  trails  in  the  area,  and  no  recr-j^.i: 
cab ms  . 


(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,    Scientific,   Cultural);  T'.^.ere 
are  no  known  features  oc  ecologic,   geologic,   scientific,   or  cultural 
s  ignif icance . 

Availabilicy  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  FoCencials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  Amended 
Winter  1985-36  did  not  identify  opportunities   for  additional 
recreational  facilities  or  activities.     No  potential  trail  locations 
or  developed  recreation  sites  have  been  identified  at  this  time. 

The  varied  terrain,   diverse  vegetation,   and  attractive  scenery  of  thi 
area  provide  unlimited  recreation  potentials   for  dispersed 
recreation.     Additional  trails  and  cabins  or  shelters  are  possible. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   .Amended  Iv  Ln  t^.^  v 
1985-86  did  not  identify  additional  opportunities   for   Cish  resoLiL-cc 
enhancement . 


(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  Amer.ded 
Winter  1985-36  did  not  identify  additional  opportunities   for  wildlife 
habitat  improvement  in  Che  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  Amended 
Winter  1985-36  did  not  identify  any  opportunities   for  management  on 
the  timber  resource  in  this  roadless  area.     There  are  S,4';"'S  acres 
inventoried  as   tentatively  suitable   for  harvest.     This   includes   5  A'' 
acres  of  riparian  old  growth,   and  7,318  acres  of  non-riparian  old 
growth . 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  No  significant  land  use  authorizations 
exist  within  the  roadless  area. 


(f)  Minerals:  The  area  does  not  have  a  high  mineral  deve  lopnietic 
potential  and  there  are  no  known  claims. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     There  are  no  known  areas  ot 
scientific   interest   in   the   roadless  area. 
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(2)     ManagemenC  ConsideraCions 

(a)  Timber:     The  pocencial   for  managing  cimber  in  Chis  roadless  area 
is  dependent  on   che  developmenc  of  high  markec  values  and  harvesc 
mechods  which  will  allow  excraccion  without  need  for  extensive 
roading . 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  historv. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:      Endemic   tree  diseases   common   to   So'.:t:-.e-;s  r 
Alaska  are  present   in  the  area,   however,    there  are  no  know  epi^ieinic 
disease  occurrences . 

(d)  Land  SCaCus:     NOT  YET  AVAILABLE 

RelaCionship  to  Communicies  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  Wildernes 
is   che  West  Chichagof -Yakobi  Wilderness   chat  lies  north  of  Salisbury  Sound 
Two  other  nearby  Wildernesses  are  che  Admiralty  National  iMonuraent 
Wilderness,  which  lies  east  of  Chatham  Strait,   and  che  South  Baranof 
Wilderness  south  of  Sitka. 

Nearby  roadless  areas  include  North  Kruzof,   Middle  Kruzof,   and  South 
Kruzof,   all  three  on  Kruzof  Island,   and  North  Baranof  and  Sitka  Urban, 
which  lies  east  of  Neva  Scraic  and  Sicka  Sound  on  Baranof  Island. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Conimunity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   25,300)  90  160 

Sitka  (Pop.     8,400)  0  0 

Angoon  (Pop.         600)  40  90 

The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Sitka. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiat-ve; 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  with 
recreational  boating,  hunting  and  fishing,   and  viewing  che  wildlife 
and  the  scenery  of  the  area.     It  is  also  a  nice  place  to  have  a 
picnic . 

Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

N/\ME;     Redoubc   033)  ACRES   (GROSS):     79,471  ACRES   (NFS):     75,  ~3: 

CEOZONE;  CIO 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Queer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  17 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  cable  below  displays   che  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  commencs .     This  enables 
che  reader  co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaluaced  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Racing 

CoamienCs 

Sugarloaf  Mouncain 

319 

Noc  raced  in 

1979 

Aleuckina  Bay 

320 

17 

Redoubc  Bay 

321 

NoC  raced  in 

1979 

Deep  Inlet 

322 

19 

Salmon  Lake 

323 

20 

Big  Bay 

349 

23 

Redoubc  Lake 

350 

23 

Biorka  Island 

351 

25 

(2)     History:     This  large  area  has  a  long  and  varied  hiscory  ot  use  daci:u-, 
from  Tlingic  use  in  prehiscoric  and  hiscoric   cimes   co   che  presenc  use  bv 
variecy  of  .Alaska  residencs  and  visicors.     Use  of  che  area  bv  Russi.in 
seeders  began  before  1300,   and  che  Russian  secclemenc,   Ozerskoi  RedoLibc. 
was  well  escablished  ac  che  head  of  Redoubc  Bay  by  1813.     Ozerskoi  Redoubc 
was  escablished  co  supply  New  Archangel  (Sicka)  wich  fish.     The  Russi.ip.s 
consCrucCed  fish  weirs  and  craps  ac  Che  head  of  che  rapids   Co  obcain  salinot 
.recurning  co  Lake  Reducsky  (Redoubc  Lake).     By  1842,    che  salcery  had 
increased  ics  produccion  and  was  able  co  supply  fish  co  ocher  Russian 
American  Company  secclemencs  as  well.     In  addicion  Co  che  salcerv,   bv  LSiJ 
Ozerskoi  Redoubc  included  cwo  mills   for  grinding  flour  wich  sCorage 
facilicies,   a  cannery,   and  a  scockade. 

In  addicion  Co  evidence  of  use  by  che  Russian  seeders,   use   for  fishecL^^s 
produccion  and  research,   and  ocher  occupancies  have  occurred  chrougliou c  rl'. 
area.     Remains  of  scruccures  and  ocher  human  culcural  accivicv  in  varvi-.^g 
degrees  of  de cerioracion  can  scill  be  found. 

'I/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unic)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  che 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  che  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  ACCribuCe  Racing  SysCem   (WARS)   was   Che  naCionwide  sysCem  used  L 
race  Che  wilderness  aCCribuCes  of  roadl  ess  areas   in  che  Roadless  .Aro.i 
Review  and  EvaluaCion   (RARE  II). 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is   located  on  the  western  side  oc 
Baranof  Island  approximately  half  way  between  the  north  and  south  ends  of 
the   island.      It  is  bounded  on  the  west  and  northwest  by  the  Pacific  Ocean 
and  Sitka  Sound  and  on  the  northeast  bv  Silver  Bay  and  the  Vodopad  River 
watershed.      In  addition,    the  area  adjoins  on  the  southeast  side,    the  Soutli 
Saranof  Wilderness. 

In  addition  to  evidence  of  use  bv  the  Russian  settlers,   use   for  fisheries 
production  and  research,   and  other  occupancies  have  occurred  throughc^it 
area.      Remains  of  structures   and  other  human  cultural  activity  v.irv'in 
degrees  of  deterioration  can  still  be  found. 

The  Redoubt  Roadless  Evaluation  Area,    in  addition  to  being  contiguous  to 
Che  Souch  Baranof  Wilderness,    is  also  a  part  of  a  larger  conciguous 
roadless  land  mass  which  stretches  from  the  north  tip  of  Baranof  Island  to 
Che  South  Baranof  Wilderness,   and  from  Baranof  Warm  Springs  Co  Sicka  and  t 
Biorka  Island.     The  three  roadless  areas  chat  compose  this  contiguous 
roadless  land  mass  are  North  Baranof  (*330)  ,   Sicka  Urban  (s:331)  ,  and 
Redoubt  (s=333)  . 

The  evaluation  area  includes  a  main  section  on  Baranof  Island  and  a 
secondary  section  composed  of  numerous  offshore  islands.     These  islands 
range  in  size  from  bare  rocks  chat  hardly  stick  out  of  che  ocean  ac  high 
cide  Co  Biorka  Island. 

The  primary  form  of  access  Co  che  area  is  by  salcwacer.  wich  mosc  people 
arriving  by  boat  from  Sicka.     There  is  also  some  floacplane  access, 
especially  Co  Redoubc  Lake  in  Che  cencer  of  che  area.     Due  mainly  co  its' 
proximity  to  Sicka,   access  Co  che  area  is  generally  good.'    There  are  a 
number  of  bays   chaC  provide  shelcered  anchorage   for  boacs  and  several  L;ko 
accessible  by  floacplane. 

There  is  only  one  Nacional  Forest  System  Trail  wichin  che  area,   the  Salir.on 
Lake-Redoubt  Lake  Trail.     It  is  5.9  miles  in  lengch,   beginning  ac  the  head 
of  Silver  Bay,   and  ending  ac  che  Redoubc  Lake  Recreacion  Cabin  ac  the 
northeast  end  of  Redoubt  Lake.     There  are  also  a  couple  of  non- system 
trails  branching  off  of  che  Salmon  Lake-Redoubc  Lake  Trail  which  lead  up 
Salmon  Creek.     One  of  che  non-syscem  crails  leads  Co  che  Lucky  Chance 
Mountain  mining  areas . 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  charac cer ized  bv 
fingers  of  irregular,   rugged  mountains  2,000  co  4.400  feec  in  elevation 
having  steep  slopes  and  deeply  indented  by  Redoubc  Lake  and  Deep  Inlet. 
Numerous  rocky  crests  and  sharp  ridges  are  found  at  higher  elevations. 
Snow  can  be  seen  all  year  round  on  higher  sumraics  wich  a  few  cirque 
glaciers  and  small  permanenc  ice  fields  in  che  eastern  corner  of  the  area. 
The  shoreline  is  characterized  by  forested  lowlands  wich  a  relacively 
gencle  slope.     ForesCed  islands,    rocky  islands,   and  reefs  dominace  che 
coast  along  northern  and  western  sides  of  che  area. 

Screams  are  generally  short  and  flow  directly  to  saltwater.     The  on^.^ 
exception  is   che  stream  that  empties   into  Redoubc  Lake.     Cascades  are 
common  and  che  area  contains   chree  named  lakes   (Irina,   Redovibc.  and 
Salmon).     The  largest  lake  and  most  dominant  feature  of  the  area   is  Redoi.'.h 
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Four  of  the  eigne  VCU's   in  this  area  were  allocaced  co  Land  Use  Designacio 
(LUD^   3   in  che  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.     This   includes   the  following 
VCU's;      Sugarloaf  Mountain   (,=319),   Aleutkina  Bay   (=320\    Deep   Inlet   (,=322  ^ 
Salmon  Lake  i,=323'i. 

VCU's  allocaced  co  LUD  3'  are  Co  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses.  T'ae 
emphasis   is  on  managing  for  boch  amenity  and  commodity  oriented  uses    in  a 
corapacible  manner  co  orovide   che  greatest  combination  of  benerics.  These 
areas  usuallv  have  high  amenicy  values  in  conjunction  with  high  coinmodicv 
values.     Allowances   in  calculated  potential  timber  yield  have  been  iTiade  zo 
meet  multiple  use  coordination  objectives. 

Onlv  the  Redoubt  Bay  (*321)  VCU  was  allocaced  to  Land  Use  Designation   i,  LUD 
4  in  Che  Tongass  Land  ManagemenC  Plan.     VCU's  allocaced  Co  LUD  4  provide 
opportunicies  for  incensive  development  of  resources.     Emphasis  is 
primarily  on  commodicy,   or  market  resources  and  their  use  with  provision 
for  amenicv  values.     When  conflicts  over  competing  resource  uses  arise, 
conflicts  would  most  ofcen  be  resolved  in  favor  of  commodicy  values. 
Allowances   in  calculated  potential  ciraber  yield  have  been  made   Co  provide 
for  protection  of  physical  and  biological  productivity. 

There  are  a  number  of  authorited  special  uses  existing  within  the  area. 
One  use  is  an  interagency  agreement  wich  che  Alaska  Deparcraenc  of  Fisii  jik; 
Game  for  fisheries  managemenc  facilicies  at  Salmon  Lake  and  at  Redoubc 
Lake.     A  second  use   is  a  special  use  permic  wich  che  Norchern  Southeast 
Regional  Aquaculcure  Association  (NSRAA)   for  fish  net  pens   in  Deep  Inlet. 

Recreational  use  of  the  area  is  primarily  for  hunting,'  fishing,  and 
enjoying  the  scenery.     This  use   is  scattered  across   che  area  and  wit;-',  t';u^ 
usual  concentrations  near  lakes,   streams,   and  shorelines. 

(7)     Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     A  vast  majority  of  the  area  is 
considered  unmodified  except  for  chose  areas  primarily  located  near  the 
shoreline  with  evidence  of  current  or  historic  use.     Evidence  of  historic 
use  includes  old  fish  production  facilities,   mineral  prospecting, 
sectlements,   woodcutting,   old  cabins,   and  other  historic  occupancies. 
Current  use  includes  fish  enhancement  activities  and  facilities,  fisr.e'jios 
research  activities  and  facilities,  various  short- cerm  occupancies,  and 
other  evidence  of  the  use  of  the  area  and  che  surrounding  wacers.     .All  of 
this  evidence  is  readily  apparent  to  visitors  that  visit  che  specific 
s  i  ces  . 

The  visual  character  type  of  this  roadless  area  is  classified  as  Baranof 
Highland.     Terrain  in  this  type  consists  of  an  irregular,  rugged 
asyninietrical  chain  of  landforms  3,000-4,400  feet  in  elevation  having  a 
steep  eastern  slope  and  a  more  gencle  western  slope  deeply  indented  wicli 
fjords.     Generally,    landforms  are  visually  massive,   bulky  and  stark 
throughout  the  character  type.     Shoreline   forms  are  verv  rugged  with 
sceep-sided  fjord  councry  on  boch  ease  and  wesc  coascs. 

Rugged  headwalls,   cliffs  and  escarpmencs  are  common  on  the  west  siJo  o :;■.. 
Baranof  Highland  character  type,   as  a  result  of  exposure   to   the  sea  wviiol 
and  waves.     Rock  faces  are  sometimes  visible  on  steep-sided   fjords  p.o.ir 
saltwater  throughout  the  unit.     Numerous  rockv  crests,   sharp  ridk;es.  h.oii'.s 
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aretes  and  cirques   are   found  ac  higher  elevations,      Snow  can  be  seen  ail 
year  found  on  the  higher  summits  with  cirque  glaciers  and  small  permanent 
icefields,   especially  in  the  western  portion  of  the  area. 

The  Redoubt  Roadless  Area  on  the  western  coast  of  Baranof  Island  presents 
good  representation  of  the  Baranof  Highland  visual  character  tvpe .  This 
area  displays  a  coastline  deeplv   indented  by  fjords,   and  bavs ,  and 
especially  Redoubt  Lake  and  Deep   Inlet.      It  is  further  characterized  by  z 
hundreds  of  extremely  irregular  and  exposed  islands  and  rocks  off  the 
western  coast  of  the«area.     These   islands  and  rocks  provide  a  oppo  r  tun.  i  tv 
for  very  dvnamic   surf  waterforms. 

Approximately  -*  1  percent  of  this   roadless  area  was    inventoried   in  as 
being  Visual  Variety  Class  3   vOommon).   and  approximately  29  percent  as 
Variety  Class  C   (Minimal  Variety) .     The  remaining  30  percent  of  the  acrea 
was  inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (Distinctive) . 

The  majority  (95  percent)  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  1984  a 
having  an  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)   I;   these  areas  appear  to  be 
untouched  by  human  activity.     There  is  also  5  percent  in  EVC  V  where 
changes  in  the  landscape  are  obvious  to  the  average  person.     The.  changes 
appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  bordered  by  saltwat 
on  the  western  side.     As  a  result,   external  influences  from  that  side  is 
limited  to  the  sights  and  sounds  of  motorized  boats.     The  southern  boundn 
adjoins  the  South  Baranof  Wilderness  which  could  be  considered  a  positi\-e 
influence.     The  northeastern  boundary  is   the  adjoining  Sitka  Urban  Roadie 
Evaluation  Area,   and  is  influenced  occasionally  by  air  pollution  eiTfttting 
from  the  pulp  mill  located  in  Silver  Bay.     There  are  two  areas  of  timber 
activity  and  associated  road  systems.     These  developments  are   located  in 
Kizhuchia  Creek  and  Camp  Coogan  Bav  and  have  had  only  local   impact  on  the 
roadless  area.     This   is  due   to  the  effects  of  topographic  screening  bv 
mpuntains  surrounding  both  developments. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Perhaps  the  feature  o 
greatest  special  interest  in  the  Redoubt  Roadless  Area  is  Redoubt  Lake. 
This  ten  mile  long  lake  sits  at  an  elevation  of  13  feet  above  sea  level. 
Its  outlet  is  at  the  head  of  Redoubt  Bay,   and  has  been  in  the  past  served 
by  a  boat  tram,   that  lifted  and  moved  small  boats  from  the  bav  to  the 
lake.     This  tram  is  currently  inoperable,  however,    it  is  scheduled  for 
repair.     The  size  and  location  of  this  lake  make  it  a  prime  attraction  fo 
the  Roadless  Area. 

The  natural  features  of  the  area,   the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see 
wildlife  are  all  considered  attractions.     High  quality  fishing 
opportunities  in  the  streams  and  lakes  also  provide  attractions.     The  are> 
contains  20  inventoried  recreation  places  which  contains  22,405  acres. 
These  is  one  National  Forest  System  Trail   in  this  roadless  area,   and  one 
public  recreation  cabin. 
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The  varied  cerrain,   diverse  vegecacion,   and  accraccive  scenery  z\\ 
area  provide  unlimiced  recreacion  pocenciaLs   for  dispersed 
recreaci-on.      Addicional   trails  and  cabins  or  shelters   are  possible. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  T!ie  Tongass  Land  Managemenc  Plan,  Ainended  U'in.re 
19S5-36  idencitied  oppo  r  cun  i  t  ie  s  tor  fertilizacion  ot  RedoLibc  Lake  r 
enhance   tish  production. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource;     T!ie  Tongass   Land  Managemenc   Plan,  A:i;ep.^ied 
Wincer  19S5-S6  did  noc   idencifv  anv  opporciinicies   tor  '.vildlit;.^ 

imp rovemenc   in  the  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  Amended 
Winter  1985-86  did  noc  identify  any  opporcunicies  for  managemenc  of 
che  timber  resource  in  this  roadless  area.     There  are  25,153  acres 
inventoried  as  tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes  3.0-^ 
acres  of  riparian  old  growth,   and  21,098  acres  of  non-riparian  old 
growth . 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     The  major  land  use  authorization  with 
the  Roadless  Area  is   the  interagency  agreement  with  the  Alaska 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game  for  fisheries  management  facilities  at 
Salmon  Lake  and  at  Redoubt  Lake. 

(f)  Minerals:  The  area  generally  has  a  low  potential  for  developine 
of  locatable  minerals.     There  is  one  know  active  claim  in  the  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientifia  Interest:     There   is  one   feature  of  major 
ecologic  and  scientific   interest  within  the  Redoubt  Roadless  Are.-.. 
That  feature   is  Redoubt  Lake.     An  area  around  this   lake  has  been 
inventoried  as  having  some  potential  for  Research  Natural  Area  ^RNA'' 
s  tatus . 

Redoubt  Lake   is  one  of  che  only  large  meroraictic  lakes   in  the  Tongas 
National  Forest.     Meromictic  lakes  are  characterized  by  a  stable 
bottom  layer  that  does  noc  mix  or  "turn  over"  during  the  fall  wl^.en. 
cooling  surface  waters  sink.     The  factor  responsible   for  the 
meromictic  character  of  Redoubt  Lake   is   the  presence  of  a  marin.e 
saltwacer  layer  aC  the  botcom  of  the  lake.     The  surface  of  Redovibc 
Lake  is  only  slightly  above  sea  level  and  the  lake   is  separated  trom 
Redoubt  Bay  only  by  a  bedrock  sill  at  che  outlet.     High  tidal  or  sto 
surges  push  saltwater  over  the  sill.     Saltwater  is  denser  than  the 
freshwater  of  the  lake  and  settles  to  the  bottom  no  maccer  what  tlie 
temperature . 

The  saltwater/freshwater  dens i Cy - s tratif ied  water  column  represents 
cheraocline.     Once  in  place,    che  sale  layer  is  generallv  scable  and 
will  noC  allow  mixing.     Nutrients  contained  in  dead  organisms 
filtering  to  che  boccom  are  crapped  in  boccom  sedimencs  and  subtract 
from   the  ecosvstem.     However,    freshwater  springs   seeping  throuj;j', 
fractur.es   in   the  bedrock  mav  enter   the  bottom  of   the    Like  .in.d 
gradually  degrade   the  chemocline  bv  dilution  until    it   is   ren.ouwi  i^v 
salcwacer   incrusion.      In  some  sicuacions  meromictic   lake  svsroiiis  h..;\- 
been  reported  to  act  as  effective  concentrators  of  solar  enorgv   in  r 
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unmixed  boctom  laver,  producing  unusually  warm  temperacures  ac  r'ne 
boccom.  Redoubc  Lake  offers  che  opporcunicy  to  conduct  studies  of 
these  physical  and  ecological  phenomena. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential   for  managing  timber   in   this   roadless  .irc^,". 
is  dependent  on  the  development  of  high  market  values  and  harvest 
methods  which^  will  allow  extraction  without  need  for  extensive 
reading . 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present  in  the  area,   however,   there  are  no  know  epidemic 
disease  occurrences. 

(d)  Land  Status:     NOT  YET  AVAll^BLE 

d.     Relationship  to  Coimnunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  Wilderness 
is  che  South  Baranof  Wilderness  which  adjoins  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
roadless  area.     Two  other  nearby  Wildernesses  are  the  Admiralty  National 
Monument  Wilderness,  which  lies  east  of  Chatham  Strait,   and  the  West 
Chichagof -Yakobi  Wilderness  that  lies  north  of  Salisbury  Sound. 

The  Redoubt  Roadless  Evaluation  Area,    in  addition  to  being  contiguous  to 
the  South  Baranof  Wilderness,    is  also  a  part  of  a  larger  contiguous 
roadless  land  mass  which  stretches   from  the  north  tip  of  Baranof  Island  :o 
the  South  Baranof  Wilderness,   and  from  Baranof  Warm  Springs   to  Sitka  and  to 
Biorka  Island.     The  three  roadless  areas   that  make  up  this   larger  area 
North  Baranof  (?*330)  ,   Sitka  Urban  (^331),   and  Redoubt  (,^=333). 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23.729)  90  160 

Sitka  (Pop.     3.041)  0  0 

Angoon  (Pop.         639)  40  90 

The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Sitka. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  porposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 


(b)     Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area   is  associ-ito^l  wirl'. 
recreational  boating,   hunting  and  fishing,   and  viewing  wLLdlLte  .;tvi 
the   scenerv  of  the  area. 
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e.     EnvironmenCal  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:  Port  Alexander  (334)  ACRES  (GROSS):  126,636  ACRES  (NFS):  126,1 
GEOZONE:  Cll 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Northern  Outer  Islands 


a . 


WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING 

22 

Description 

(1)  Relationship 

Co  RARE  II 

areas:     The  table  below  displays  the 

VCU  1/ 

names ,  VCU  numbers 

,  original 

WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 

enables 

the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 

with 

previous  analyses . 

1979 

VCU  Name 

VCU  No 

WARS  Rating  Coimnents 

Deep  Cove 

334 

25 

Deep  Lake 

335 

25 

Port  Herbert 

336 

25 

Port  Walter 

337 

27 

Port  Lucy 

338 

25 

Port  Alexander 

339 

23 

Puffin  Bay 

340 

23 

Branch  Bay 

341 

26 

Redfish  Bay 

342 

28 

Snipe  Bay 

343 

25 

(2)  History:     This  large  area  has  a  long  and  varied  history  of  use  dacin 
from  Tlingit  use  in  prehistoric  and  historic  times   to  the  present  use  by 
variety  of  Alaska  residents  and  visitors.     Use  of  the  area  since  1900 
includes  fish  canneries,  herring  reduction  plants,  whaling  stations,  and 
settlements.     Remains  of  structures  and  other  human  cultural  activitv  in 
varying  degrees  of  deterioration  can  still  be  found. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  southern  tip  of 
Baranof  Island.     It  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  on  ch 
east  by  Chatham  Strait.     The  area  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  soucheri"; 
boundary  of  the  South  Baranof  Wilderness. 

There  are  three  primary  forms  of  access  to  the  area.     The  first  is  by 
floatplane,  with  Sitka  the  most  frequent  origin.     The  second  access  is  by 
saltwater  on  both  the  west  and  east  side.     The  third  access  is  from  Pore 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  Che 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nation-wide  system  used 
to  rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Are.i 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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Alexander  within  the  area.     Access  to  the  area  is  generally  good.     This  is 
due  to  the  numerous  bays  and  fiords  that  provide  sheltered  anchorage  for 
boats  and  the  numerous  lakes  accessible  by  floatplane.     The  distance  from 
population  centers   is  the  primary  restriction  on  access. 

There   is  only  one  National  Forest  System  Trail  within  the  area,    the  Sashin 
Lake  Trail.      It  is  1.7  miles   in  length,   beginning  at  the  head  of  Little 
Port  Walter,   and  ending  at  the  northeast  end  of  Sashin  Lake.     There   is  also 
a  short  non-system  trail  branching  off  of  the  Sashin  Lake  Trail  which  leads 
to  the  north  to  Round  Lake. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  generally  characterized  as  an 
irregular,   rugged  chain  of  mountains  2,000  to  3,800  feet  in  elevation 
having  a  steep  slope  and  deeply  indented  with  fiords.     Numerous  rocky 
crests  and  sharp  ridges  are  found  at  higher  elevations.     Snow  can  be  seen 
all  year  round  on  higher  summits  with  a  few  cirque  glaciers  and  small 
permanent  ice  fields  in  the  northern  part  of  the  area. 

Streams  are  generally  short  and  flow  directly  to  saltwater.     The  one 
exception  is  the  stream  that  empties  into  Big  Branch  Bay.     This  stream  runs 
in  a  southerly  direction  for  over  12  miles.     Cascades  are  common  and  lakes 
are  plentiful.     The  largest  lake  is  Deer  Lake  in  the  northeast  end  of  the 
area  which  stretches  approximately  four  miles  and  lies  at  an  elevation  of 
386  feet.     The  west  coastline  exhibits  areas  of  very  dynamic  surf 
waterforms . 

There  are  _____  miles  of  shoreline  along  saltwater.     Approximately  19 
percent  of  the  area  consists  of  alpine  tundra,   ice,   snow,   and  rock.  This 
includes  12,731  acres  of  alpine  tundra,   580  acres  of  ice  and  snow,  and 
10,830  acres  of  rock.     There  are  approximately  19  acres  of  small  islands 
located  along  the  coastline,   and  5,857  acres  of  freshwater  lakes   in  clie 
area.     Large  lakes  in  the  area  include  Deer  Lake,   Borodino  Lake,  Bectv 
Lake,   Tumakof  Lake,   and  Antipatr  Lake. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Norchern 
Outer  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  generally 
characterized  by  rugged  highly  dissected  topography,   exposed  extreme  Iv 
wet  outer  coastal  environment,   and  extensive  alpine  environments  with 
productive  forested  areas  highly  fragmented  and  usually  concentrated 
on  oversteepened  slopes  and  on  valley  bottoms. 

This  area  has  possibly  the  highest  rainfall  zone  in  North  America. 
The  official  Weather  Service  station  at  Little  Port  Walter,   on  the 
east  side  of  the  area,   records  a  long-term  average  annual 
precipitation  of  224  inches.     The  1987  annual  total  precipitation  was 
292  inches.     Because  of  orographic  uplift  (winds  forced  to  rise  over 
mountains) ,   total  precipitation  in  the  upper  elevations  of  the  area 
are  probably  significantly  higher. 
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(b)  Vegetation:     The  proximity  of  this  area  to  the  open  North  Pacific 
Ocean  and  the  unimpeded  movement  of  storms  into  the  area  from  the 
southwest  results  in  a  low  freezing  level  and  high  snowfall  total.  As 
a  result,   treeline  is  at  a  low  elevation  and  much  of  the  vegetation  of 
the  steep  watershed  basins  are  alpine  tundra.     Conifer  cover  densiCv 
varies  widely  even  on  low  slopes  near  saltwater  and  is  usually 
interspersed  with  muskeg  and  other  lower  forms  of  vegetation.  Larger 
intertidal  grass  and  associated  meadows  species  are  infrequent.  The 
effects  of  wind  and  salt  spray  affect  the  character  and,    to  some 
extent,    the  species  on  the  west  side  of  this  roadless  area. 

The  vegetation  of  this  roadless  area  consists  primarily  of  typical 
spruce -hemlock  forests.     Western  hemlock-Sitka  spruce  dominate  the 
overstory  while  the  understory  is  composed  of  shrubs  such  as  red 
huckleberry,   rusty  menziesia,  and  devil's  club.     The  forest  floor  is 
covered  with  a  mat  of  mosses,   liverworts,   and  plants  such  as 
deerheart,  bunchberry  dogwood,   single  delight,   and  skunk  cabbage. 
Streamside  riparian  vegetation  is  characterized  by  salmonberry, 
devil's  club,   alder,   grasses,    ferns,   and  currants. 

Muskegs  are  abundant  within  this  area,  however  due  to  their  small  size 
and  association  with  forested  sites,   accurate  acreage  estimates  are 
difficult.     These  areas,   dominated  by  sphagnum  mosses,   sedges,  and 
shrubs  of  the  heath  family,   are  interspersed  among  low  elevation 
timber  stands  where  drainage  is  restricted.     Trees  within  the  muskegs 
are  sparse  and  consist  mainly  of  stunted  hemlock,   lodgepole  pine,  and 
Alaska-cedar . 

At  elevations  generally  above  2,000  feet,    the  plant  communities  are 
characterized  by  low  shrubs,   grasses,   and  sedges.     Subalpine  forests 
and  meadows  occur  at  the  interface  between  the  forested  communities 
and  the  alpine  tundra. 

There  are  approximately  67,969  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  31,-^8'^^ 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
28,114  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,275  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Shallow  mineral  soils  with  good  drainage  can  be  found  on 
steeper  slopes  due  to  rapid  loss  of  material  by  erosion  and  efficient 
rainwater  runoff.     Deep,  well  drained  soils  commonly  occur  below  the 
shallow  soils  on  the  gentler  slopes  where  transported  soil  materials 
have  collected.     Poorly  drained  soils  are  found  associated  with  low 
relief  and  impermeable  subsurface  layers.     In  locations  with  poor 
drainage,   deep  organic  soils  (muskegs)   tend  to  form.     In  riparian 
areas,   soil  zones  tend  to  contain  sand  and  gravels  as  a  result  of 
flood  deposition. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  che 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game   in  their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (,1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries . 
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There  are  Cwo  VCU's  which  are  rated  as  high  value   for  sport  fish. 
These  are  Deep  Lake   (335)   and  Redfish  Bay  (342).     VCU's  rated  as 
highly  valued  for  commercial  fish  are  Port  Walter  (337),    Branch  Bay 
(341),   and  Redfish  Bay  (342).     VCU's  rated  as  highly  valued  estuaries 
include  Port  Herbert   (.336),   and  Port  Alexander  (339). 

(e)     Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  many  varied  wildlife  resources  in 
this  roadless  area.     Birds  and  waterfo.wl  rearing  and  nesting  areas  are 
abundant  in  this  area.     Generally,   the  area  provides  good  habitat  for 
Sitka  black-tailed  deer  and  brown  bear.     Bald  eagle  habitat,  nesting 
and  roosting  trees,   encompasses  this  roadless  area  along  the 
shorelines . 


(f)     Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     The  area  contains  no  known 
resident  threatened  or  endangered  species.     This  area  has  been 
identified  as  having  habitats  for  two  migrating  endangered  species. 
The  Peale's  peregrine  falcon  passes  through  the  forests  during  the 
spring  and  fall  migration  flights  and  the  humpback  whale  inhabits 
nearby  waters. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     All  ten  of  the  VCU's  in  this  area 
(,126,120  acres)  were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   2   in  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.     Areas  allocated  to  LUD  2  are  to  be  managed 
in  a  roadless  state  to  retain  their  wildland  character.     This  designation 
would  permit  wildlife  and  fish  habitat  improvement  and  primitive 
recreational  facility  development. 

*^j^.here  are  a  number  of  authorized  special  uses  existi^  within  the  area. 
The  following  are  the  major  uses  at  this  time. 

National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  -   Interagency  Agreement  for  the 
Little  Port  Walter  Fisheries  Research  Field  Laboratory  including  the 
Research  Station  at  Little  Port  Walter  and  the  area  within  the  Little 
Port  Walter- Sashin  Lake  drainage  encompassing  approximately  2,400 
acres  . 


Northern  Southeast  Regional  Aquaculture  Association  (NSRAA)    -  Special 
Use  Permit  for  use  of  facilities  at  Upper  Deer  Lake,   Deer  Lake,  Mist 
Cove,   Fawn  Creek,   Upper  Rostilaf  Lake,   Lower  Rostilaf  Lake,  Rostilaf 
Beach,   Borodino  Lake,  Cliff  Lake,   Deep  Cove,   and  Osprey  Lake. 

Armstrong-Keta  Inc.    -  Special  Use  Permit  for  water  transmission  lines 
from  Jetty  Lake  to  the  north  shore  of  Port  Armstrong  for  fish  hatchery 
operation  and  power  generation. 

Port  Alexander  -  Special  Use  Permit  for  a  water  supply  system. 

Recreational  use  of  the  area  is  primarily  for  hunting,    fishing,  and 
enjoying  the  scenery.     This  use  is  scattered  across  the  area  and  with  the 
usual  concentrations  near  lakes,   streams,   and  shorelines. 

There  are  two  parcels  of  private  land  within  the  boundary  of  this  roadless 


They  occur  at  Port  Alexander  and  at  Port  Armstrong. 
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(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  Port  Alexander  Roadless  Area 
is  considered  unmodified  except  for  those  areas  primarily  located  near  the 
shoreline  with  evidence  of  current  or  historic  use.     Evidence  of  historic 
use  includes  old  fish  canneries  and  herring  reduction  plants,  water 
diversion  structures  and  pipelines,   mineral  prospecting,   old  cabins,  and 
other  historic  occupancies.     Current  use  includes  fish  enhancement 
activities  and  facilities,   fisheries  research  activities  and  facilities, 
various  short-term  occupancies,    the  community  of  Port  Alexander,   and  ocher 
evidence  of  the  use  of  the  area  and  the  surrounding  waters.     All  of  this 
evidence  is  readily  apparent  to  visitors  that  visit  the  specific  sices. 

The  visual  character  type  of  this  roadless  area  is  classified  as  Baranof 
Highland.     Terrain  in  this  type  consists  of  an  irregular,  rugged 
asymnietrical  chain  of  landforms  3,000-5,300  feet  in  elevation  having  a 
steep  eastern  slope  and  a  more  gentle  western  slope  deeply  indented  with 
fjords.     Generally,,  landforms  are  visually  massive,  bulky  and  stark 
throughout  the  character  type.     Shoreline  forms  are  very  rugged  with 
steep-sided  fjord  country  on  both  east  and  west  coasts. 

Rugged  headwalls,   cliffs  and  escarpments  are  common  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Baranof  Highland  character  type,  as  a  result  of  exposure  to  the  sea  wind 
and  waves.     Rock  faces  are  sometimes  visible  on  steep-sided  fjords  near 
saltwater  throughout  the  unit.     Numerous  rocky  crests,   sharp  ridges,  horns, 
aretes  and  cirques  are  found  at  higher  elevations.     Snow  can  be  seen  all 
year  round  on  the  higher  summits  with  cirque  glaciers  and  small  permanent 
icefields,   especially  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  area. 

The  Port  Alexander  Roadless  Area  at^he  southern  end  of  Baranof  Island 
presents  an  extreme  representation  of  the  Baranof  Highland  visual  character 
type.     This  area  displays  a  coastline  deeply  and  repeatedly  scalloped  by 
fjords  and  bays,    the  result  of  the  Baranof  landmass  dipping  down  beneath 
the  ocean  surface.     A  combination  of  historic  glaciation  and  erosion  trom 
the  high  level  of  precipitation  have  further  accentuated  the  carving  of  cho 
topography.     One  example,   is  that  the  head  of  bay  of  Port  Lucy  on  the  east 
coast  of  the  area,   reaches  to  within  one-half  mile  of  the  head  of  Puffin 
Bay  on  the  west  coast.     This  occurs  in  an  area  where  Baranof  Island  Is 
approximately  ten  miles  across,  measured  from  the  mouth  Port  Lucy  to  the 
mouth  of  Puffin  Bay. 

Approximately  65  percent  of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  I9S4  as 
being  Visual  Variety  Class  B  (Common) ,  and  approximately  4  percent  as 
Variety  Class  C  (Minimal  Variety) .     The  remaining  31  percent  of  the  acreage 
was  inventoried  Variety  Class  A  (Distinctive).     The  majority  (95  percent) 
of  this  roadless  area  was  inventoried  in  1984  as  having  an  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)   I;   these  areas  appear  to  be  untouched  by  human  activity. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  area  is  bordered  by  saltwater 
on  three  sides.     As  a  result,   external  influences  on  those  sides  are 
limited  to  the  sights  and  sounds  of  motorized  boats.     The  northern  boundary 
adjoins  the  South  Baranof  Wilderness  which  could  be  considered  as  having,  a 
positive  influence  on  this  area.     The  settlements  along  the  eastern  coast 
of  the  area  probably  have  the  greatest  influence  on  the  Port  Alexander 
Roadless  Area.     These  include  the  town  of  Port  Alexander  and  the  Fisheries 
Research  Station  at  Little  Port  Walter. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Features  of  special 
interest  in  the  Port  Alexander  Roadless  Area  include  three  features  related 
to  water.     The  first  is  the  high  precipitation  in  the  area  and  the 
ecological  effects  of  that  precipitation.     The  second  is  the  large  number 
of  lakes  in  the  area,   some  at  very  low  elevations  and  some  at  higher 
elevations.     Lastly,    the  extremely  carved  coastline  that  has  resulted  a 
large  number  of  deep  fjords  and  bays. 

The  natural  features  of  the  area,    the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see 
wildlife  are  all  considered  attractions.     High  quality  fishing 
opportunities  in  the  streams  and  lakes  also  provide  attractions.     The  area 
contains  19  inventoried  recreation  places  which  contains  17,771  acres. 
There  is  one  National  Forest  System  Trail  in  this  roadless  area,   but  no 
public  recreation  cabins. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Uildemess  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  Port  Alexander 
Roadless  Area  is  well  defined  by  topographic  features.     The  boundaries 
determined  by  Chatham  Strait  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  are  easily  .described  and 
recognized.     Even  the  northern  boundary,   which  follows  the  boundary  of  the 
South  Baranof  Wilderness,   lies  on  top  of  major  watershed  divides.     The  onlv 
area  where  the  boundary  is  not  defined  by  topographic  features  is  around 
private  lands  at  Port  Armstrong  and  Port  Alexander  and  around  the  lands 
selected  by  the  State  of  Alaska  at  Port  Alexander. 

The  feasibility  of  management  of  this  area  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  unroaded 
condition  is  good  as  there  are  no  significant  motorized  access  or  other  ^ 
nonconforming  uses.     The  possible  exception  to  this  would  be   the  fish 
enhancement  and  fisheries  research  activities  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the 
area . 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  evidence  ot 
current  and  historic  use  of  the  area.     This  evidence  although  locallv 
significant,   has  a  very  low  overall  effect  on  the  natural  integrity  of  the 
area.     Both  the  relative  size  of  the  developments  and  their  location  along 
the  shoreline  contribute  to  that  low  impact,     The  long-term  ecological 
processes  are  intact  and  operating  with  the  effect  of  human  influences  on 
natural  processes  unmeasurable . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  very  high  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Both  the  size  of  the  area  and  the  screening 
offered  by  the  topography  increase  the  opportunity  for  solitude. 
Recreational  use  of  the  area  is  relatively  limited  and  dispersed,   so  that 
encounters  with  other  visitors  are  unlikely.     The  sight  or  sound  of 
airplanes  overhead  and  boats  along  the  coastlines  can  occasionally  intrude 
on  a  visitor's  solitude. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  a  high 
opportunity  for  primitive  recreation  as  a  result  of  its  size,  topographic 
screening,   and  physical  challenges.     This  area  has  a  highly  irregular 
topography  and  diverse  vegetation  that  combine  to  offer  a  setting  capable 
of  providing  a  variety  of  primitive  recreation  opportunities.     There  are 
lakes,   ponds,   streams,   bays,   rugged  mountains,   and  a  varied  coastline  tb.at 
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conCribuCe  to  these  opportunities.     The  absence  of  developed  recreational 
facilities  further  enhances  the  opportunity  for  primitive  recreation. 

The  area  provides  primarily  a  Primitive  recreation  opportunity  as 
inventoried  with  the  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)   system.  The 
acreage  of  each  ROS  class  within  the  Roadless  Area  are  listed  below. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I  (PI)  86,494 

Primitive  II   (P2)  26,903 

Rural  (R)  57 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  9,059 

Serai -Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  3,509 

The  area  contains  19  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

P2  14  10,760  7,284 

SPNM  2  4,487  1,575 

SPM  3  2,165  '  3,951 

There  is  one  National  Forest  System  Trail  within  the  area,   the  Sashin  Lake 
Trail,   and  no  recreation  cabins. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  One 
feature  of  ecological  and  scientific  significance  is  the  exceptionally  high 
precipitation  and  the  effect  that  has  on  the  ecology  of  the  area.  "^lis 
Roadless  Area  is  located  in  possibly  the  highest  rainfall  zone  in  North 
America.     The  official  Weather  Service  station  at  Little  Port  Walter, 
within  the  area,   records  a  long  terra  average  precipitation  of  224  inches. 
The  19.87  annual  total  was  292  inches.     Because  of  orographic  uplift  (winds 
forced  to  rise  over  mountains) ,   total  precipitation  in  the  upper  elevations 
of  the  area  is  probably  significantly  higher. 

There  are  no  other  known  features  of  ecologic,   geologic,   scientific,  or 
cultural  significance. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  Amended 
Winter  1985-86  did  not  identify  any  opportunities  for  enhancing 
recreation  in  this  roadless  area.     No  potential  trail  locations  or 
developed  recreation  sites  have  been  identified  at  this  time. 

The  varied  terrain,  diverse  vegetation,   and  attractive  scenery  ot  this 
area  provide  unlimited  recreation  potentials  for  dispersed 
recreation.     Additional  trails  and  cabins  or  shelters  are  possible. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   Amended  Wintor 
1985-86  identified  opportunities  for  fish  stocking  throughout  the 
roadless  area,   and  for  constructing  a  fish  passage  in  Big  Branch  Bay. 
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(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  Amended 
Winter  1985-86  did  not  identify  any  opportunities  for  wildlife  habitat 
improvement  in  this  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  Amended 
Winter  1985-86  did  not  identify  any  opportunities  for  management  of 
the  timber  resource  in  this  roadless  area.     There  are  12,660  acres 
inventoried  as  tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  I,7S2 
acres  of  riparian  old  growth,   and  10,858  acres  of  non-riparian  old 
growth . 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     Major  land  use  authorizations  include 
the  following: 

National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  -  Interagency  Agreement  for  the 
Little  Port  Walter  Fisheries  Research  Field  Laboratory  including 
the  Research  Station  at  Little  Port  Walter  and  the  area  within 
the  Little  Port  Walter  -  Sashin  Lake  drainage  encompassing 
approximately  2400  acres . 

Northern  Southeast  Regional  Aquaculture  Association  (NSRAA)  - 
Special  Use  Permit  for  use  of  facilities  at  Upper  Deer  Lake,  Deer 
Lake,  Mist  Cove,   Fawn  Creek,   Upper  Rostilaf  Lake,   Lower  Rostilaf 
Lake,   Rostilaf  Beach,   Borodino  Lake,   Cliff  Lake,   Deep  Cove,  and 
Osprey  Lake. 

Armstrong-Keta  Inc.  -  Special  Use  Permit  for  water  tranmission 
lines  from  Jetty  Lake  to  the  north  shore  of  Port  Armstrong  for 
fish  hatchery  operation  and  power  generation. 

Port  Alexander  -  Special  Use  Permit  for  a  water  supply  system. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  generally  has  no  known  minerals  development 
potential  or  current  mineral  claims.     The  only  exception  is  a  historio 
claim  on  a  Nickel-Copper  deposit,    located  on  the  north  side  of  Snipe 
Bay.     Prospecting  and  examination  has  occurred  on  and  off  since  it  w.is 
first  staked  in  1922. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     One  feature  of  ecological  and 
scientific  significance  is  the  exceptionally  high  precipitation  and 
the  effect  that  has  on  the  ecology  of  the  area.     The  Lover's  Creek 
area  has  been  inventoried  as  a  potential  Research  Natural  Area  i^RNA)  , 
The  area  was  identified  in  order  to  represent  several  phenomena 
associated  with  exceptionally  high  precipitation.     This  area  is 
located  in  possibly  the  highest  rainfall  zone  in  North  America.  The 
official  Weather  Service  station  at  Little  Port  Walter,   a  few 
kilometers  east  of  the  potential  RNA,   records  a  long  term  average 
precipitation  of  224  inches.     The  1987  annual  total  was  292  inches. 
Because  of  orographic  uplift  (winds  forced  to  rise  over  mountains'), 
total  precipitation  in  the  upper  elevations  of  the  area  is  probablv 
significantly  higher. 
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This  inventoried  potential  RNA  contains  productive  fisheries,  and 
alpine,   rock,   and  snow  communities  that  occupy  unusually  low 
elevations.     the  proximity  of  the  area  to  the  open  North  Pacific  and 
the  unimpeded  movement  of  storms  into  the  area  from  the  southwest 
probably  results  in  a  low  freezing  level  and  high  snowfall  total.  .As 
a  result,    treeline  occupies  a  low  elevation  and  much  of  the  vegetation 
of  the  steep  watershed  basin  is  alpine  tundra.     The  inventoried  area 
is  also  of  interest  because  of  the  presence  of  Sitka  spruce -was tern 
hemlock  and  yellow  cedar  forest  types  that  have  developed  under  high 
rainfall  conditions. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber:     The  potential  for  managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area 
is  dependent  on  the  development  of  high  market  values  and  harvest 
methods  which  will  allow  extraction  without  need  for  extensive 
roading. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present  in  the  area,  however,   there  are  no  know  epidemic 
disease  occurrences . 


(d)     Land  Status:     NOT  YET  AVAILABLE 


d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  nearest  Wilderness 
is  the  South  Baranof  Wilderness  which  adjoins  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
roadless  area.     Two  other  nearby  Wildernesses  are  the  Admiralty  National 
Monument  Wilderness,  which  lies  east  of  Chatham  Strait,   and  the  West 
Chichagof -Yakobi  Wilderness  that  lies  north  of  Salisbury  Sound. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Fop.   23,729)  130  150 

Sitka  (Pop.     8,041)  50  50 

Angoon  (Pop.         639)  70  70 

The  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway  is  Sitka. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 


(b)     Local  users/residents:     Most  use  of  the  area  is  associated  with 
recreational  boating,   hunting  and  fishing,   and  viewing  wildlife  and 
the  scenery  of  the  area. 
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e .     Environmental  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 


t 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:  Brabazon  Addition  (338)  ACRES  (GROSS):  500,374  ACRES  (NFS):  500,374 
GEOZONE:  C22 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  27 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,  original  WARS  2/  rating,  and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.         WARS  Rating  Comments 


Nunatak  Gl.  353C*  25 

Hidden  Gl.  354C*  25 

Black  Tit  355C*  25 

Russell  Fiord  356C*  24 

Moser  Creek  374C*  25 


Unnamed  888C* 


Unnamed  999C* 


LUD  1  Non-wilderness  -  released 
from  wilderness  recommendation  in 
TLMP.     Bounds  Russell  Fiord 
Wilderness  Area. 
LUD  1  Non-wilderness  -  released 
from  wilderness  recommendation  in 
TLMP.     Bounds  Russell  Fiord 
Wilderness  Area. 

LUD  1  Non-wilderness   -  not  incUuiod 
in  wilderness   in  ANILCA.  Bounds 
Russell  Fiord  Wilderness  .Area 
LUD  1  Non- wilderness   -  not  included 
in  wilderness  in  ANILCA.  Bounds 
Russell  Fiord  Wilderness  Area 
LUD  1  Non-wilderness   -  not  included 
in  wilderness  in  ANILCA.  Bounds 
Russell  Fiord  Wilderness  .Area 
Area  added  to  NFS  by  ANILCA.  No 
LUD,  no  WARS  rating.  Bounds 
Russell  Fiord  Wilderness  .Area, 
Glacier  Bay  NP  &  US/Canadian  Border 
Area  added  to  NFS  by  .ANILCA.  No 
LUD,   no  WARS  rating.  Bounds 
Russell  Fiord  Wilderness  .Area  «S 
US/Canadian  Border 


■*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION 


January  31,  1990 


C-505 


^^(2)     History:     The  glaciated  state  of  the  entire  area  indicates  there   is  no 
human  history,   other  than  occasional  use,   associated  with  the  Brabazon 
Addition  Roadless  Area.     It  is  believed  that  there  was  some  passage  over 
the  glaciers  bv  native  peoples   in  the  past;   however,   there  is  no  evidence 
to  support  this.     European  use  was  been  limited  to  exploration.  Man's 
movement  into  the  Yakutat  Forelands   (to  the  south  of  the  Brabazon  Range)  is 
believed  to  have  started  about  1000  years  ago,   with  the  people  coming  from 
the  north.     Tlingit  occupation,    from  the  south,   began  approximately  300 
ago.     European  ventures   into   che  area  started  in  the  late  18th  centurv, 
with  Russian  and  English  traders.     There  was  little  contact  between  whites 
and  Indians  until  about  1874.     A  continuing  white  presence  in  the  Yakutat 
area  has  been  maintained  since.     Current  activities   in  the  evaluation  area 
are  scientific  or  recreational  in  nature. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Brabazon  Addition  Roadless  Evaluation  Area 
is  located  on  the  mainland,   northeast  of  Yakutat.     The  area  adjoins  the 
Russell  Fiord  Wilderness  to  the  west,    the  Canadian  border  to  the  east  and 
the  Glacier  Bay  National  Park  to  the  southeast.     The  southern  boundary  is 
the  Yakutat  Forelands  roadless  area.   The  center  of  the  roadless  area  is 
approximately  40  miles  northeast  of  Yakutat.     Access  to  the  roadless  area 
is  by  foot  from  the  end  of  Forest  Highway  10  or  from  Russell  Fiord/  Nunatak 
Fiord.     Air  access  by  ski-equipped  small  plane  is  possible. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  Brabazon  Addition  is  characterized  bv 
steep,   rugged  mountains,   interspersed  with  or  surrounded  by  glaciers.  The 

^^glaciers  moderate  the  terrain  by  providing  large,   relatively  flat  areas. 

^^The  highest  point  is  approximately  9,310  feet  above  sealevel,   at  Boundary 
Peak''  176.     The  majority  of  the  area  above  3,000  feet,   with  some  areas  below 
1,000  feet;    these  are  not  common.     Most  surface  features  are  hidden  bv  the 
permanent  glaciers.     Major  glaciers  within  the  area  are  the  Chamberlain  {on 
the  south),   Novatak,   Yakutat  (feeding  Harlequin  Lake),   Hidden  (to  Russell 
Fiord),   East  and  West  Nunatak  (to  Nunatak  Fiord)   and  Battle   (extending  into 
Canada) .     There  are  two  lakes  located  on  the  southeastern  fringe  of  the 

roadless  area.     The  visual  character  is  the  Coast  Range.     There  are   

acres  of  freshwater  lakes,    acres  of  ice  and  snow,    acres  of 

alpine  tundra  and    acres  of  rock. 


(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coast 
Range  geographic  province.     This  province   is  characterized  by  rugged, 
highly  dissected,  heavily  glaciated  terrain,  with  extensive  alpine  and 
ice  field  environments.     The  Brabazon  Addition  is  typical  of  the 
province . 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  sparse  and  consists  of  lichens,  mosses 
and  grasses.     Tree  or  brush  species  are  unusual  and  infrequent,  and 
are  concentrated  around  the  fringes,   especially  to  the  southeast  in 
the  Alsek  River  drainage.     There  are  120  acres  classified  as 
noncommercial  forest  land. 
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(c)  Soils:     There   is  little  soil  development  because  of  recent 
glaciation.     The  primary  feature   (other  than  ice)   is  sharply  uplifted 
bedrock,   with  steep,   deeply  incised  slopes.     Terrain  is  mountainous 
above  the   ice  plains.     Glaciers  occupy  much  of  this  area. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:  There  are  no  identified  important  fisheries  in 
the  roadless  area.  There  is  some  fishing  activity  in  the  two  lakes 
adjacent  to  the  southeastern  boundary. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Little  is  known  about  the  wildlife  in  the 
Brabazon  Addition.     The  only  known  use  by  wildlife  is  by  mountain 
goats,   with  some  possible  use  by  bears.     It  may  be  assumed  that  some 
small  mammals,   such  as  pika,  are  present. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  There  are  no  identified 
Threatened  or  Endangered  species  known  to  use  the  roadless  area. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     Five  of  seven  VCU's  were  initially 
identified  as  LUD  1,   or  Wilderness,   for  inclusion  in  the  Russell  Fiord 
Wilderness.     These  were  deleted  for  various  reasons.     They  are  now 
identified  as  LUD  1,  Nonwilderness  and  total  25,382  acres.     The  other  two 
have  no  LUD  designation,  but  considering  terrain,   resources,  accessibility, 
management  potential,   et  cetera,   are  not  characteristic  of  lands  allocated 
a  LUD  3  or  4  designation.     No  Forest  Service  management  activities  have 
occurred  or  are  planned.     There  is  some  fishing  in  two  lakes  and  may  be 
some  hunting,  hiking  or  other  recreational  activity  in  the  area;  however, 
actual  use  is  unknown.     There  is  no  known  subsistence  use. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness) :     The  Brabazon  Addition  is 
unmodified;   the  appearance  is  entirely  wild  and  natural.     The  remoteness 
and  ruggedness  seem  to  discourage  modifications.     The  visual  character  of 
the  area  is  the  Coast  Range.     The  landforms  are  generally  massive, 
dissected  by  steep-walled  canyons  and  valleys.     Much  of  the  area  is  glacier 
covered,   making  the  sharp  relief  even  more  evident.     The  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)   for  the  entire  area  is  I,  or  the  appearance  of  being 
untouched  by  human  activity.     The  entire  Brabazon  Addition  evaluation  area 
is  inventoried  as  a  Variety  Class  A  (Distinctive) . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  surrounding  areas  are  all 
roadless  and  unmodified.     The  area  to  the  west  is  a  designated  wilderness 
management  area,    the  areas  to  the  north  and  south  are  rugged  mountains, 
surrounded  by  or  containing  glaciers  and  ice  fields,   and  the  area  to  tlie 
southeast  is  a  National  Park.     While  the  area  to  the  south  is  not  in  a 
protected  status,   it  is  in  the  Yakutat  Forelands  Roadless  Management 
Evaluation  Area.     Additionally,    the  nature  of  the  adjoining  terrain  is  such 
that  development  of  any  kind  is  unlikely  to  occur.     There  are  commercial 
flights  to  the  south;  however,   none  occur  over  the  roadless  area.  There 
are  occasional  small  aircraft  overflights,   generally  on  the  southern 
roadless  area  boundary. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Attractions  of  the  .iron 
include  sightseeing  (primarily  from  aircraft),    ice  climbing  and  possiblv 
rock  climbing.     The  rugged  mountains,   springing  from  massive   ice  fields 
provide  a  spectacular  view.     Occasional  sport  hunting,   particularly  foi' 
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mountain  goat,   may  occur.     Some  fishing  occurs  in  two  lakes  accessible  from 
the  Alsek  River.     Primary  attraction  would  probably  of  scientific  interest, 
concentrating  on  the  glacial  features.     There  are  no  inventoried 
recreational  sites  or  trails. 

b.  Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  roadless  area  lies 
in  a  northwest  to  southeast  orientation  and  is   irregularly  shaped.  Length 
is  approximately  47  miles  with  an  approximate  20  mile  width.  The 
manageability  of  the  boundaries   is  good;   with  the  exception  of  the  southern 
boundary,    the  Brabazon  Addition  is  surrounded  by  areas  where  management  is 
highlv  unlikely  to  change  and  the  boundaries  are  described  bv  law.  The 
southern  boundary  is  a  "point-to-point"  straight  line,   approximately  24 
miles  long,   and  is  not  tied  to  physical  points. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:  The  area  is  unmodified.  Natural  integrity  has  not 
been  compromised. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     The  opportunity  for  solitude  is  very  high 
over  the  whole  of  the  Brabazon  Addition.     The  very  large  area,   coupled  with 
a  high  degree  of  difficulty  of  access  and  very  low  visitor  numbers  aids  in 
providing  this  solitude.     There  will  be  some  disruption  by  overhead  flights 
of  small  aircraft;  however,   this  should  be  infrequent. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive  recreational  opportunity,   as  inventoried  with  the  Recreation 
Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  system. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I  (PI)  221,080 
Primitive  II  (P2)  240,787 

The  area  contains  no  recreation  places. 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):     The  area 
is  typical  of  much  of  the  mainland  coastal  mountains.     These  are  rugged, 
heavily  glaciated  mountains,   with  little  vegetation.     The  area  is  of 
scientific  interest  for  the  effects  of  glaciation.     The  Brabazon  .Addition 
Roadless  Area  is  not  unique  within  the  Coastal  Mountain  character  type. 

The  primary  interest  probably  lies  with  the  association  with  the  potential 
of  the  Russell  Fiord  being  isolated  from  saltwater  by  Hubbard  Glacier  and 
becoming  Russell  Lake.     The  glaciers  in  the  Brabazon  Range  would  be  the 
primary  contributors  of  freshwater  to  the  lake. 

c.  Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition. 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     Remoteness  and  rugged  terrain  limit 
recreational  opportunities  to  the  primitive.     Potential  exists   tor  rlu^ 
development  of  trails  and  the  possible  'construction  of  recreation 
cabins.     These  facilities  probably  would  receive   little  use  because  ot 
accessibility  and  very  low  visitor  use  of  the  area. 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:     No  known  potential  exists  for  fisheries  habitat 
improvement  activities. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     No  known  potential  exists  for  wildlife 
habitat  improvement  activities. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:  There  are  no  timber  resources  and  no  potential 
for  development  of  such. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authori::ations :  There  are  no  known  special  use  permits 
or  authorized  land  uses   in  the  Brabazon  Addition. 


(f)  Minerals:     The  opportunity  for  mineral  development  appears  Iovj. 
There  are  no  known  deposits  of  minerals  with  in  the  area.     No  known 
mineral  exploration  has  occurred. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  evaluation  unit  does  not 
contain  any  inventoried  potential  Research  Natural  Areas. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Wilderness:     Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a  roadless  state  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  Russell  Fiord  Wilderness  and  the  Glacier  Bay 
National  Park.     The  remoteness  and  accessibility  will  limit  visitation 
to  the  Brabazon  Addition,  while  the  character  of  the  area  compliments 
the  Wilderness  and  the  Park. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     There   is  no  known  insect  or  disease 
occurrences . 


(d)     Land  Status:     There  are  no  non-National  Forest  System  lands 
located  within  the  roadless  area,  nor  any  encumbrances  or 
restrictions . 


d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Russel  Fiord 
Wilderness  is  located  along  the  entire  western  boundary  of  the  Brabazon 
Addition.     The  Yakutat  Forelands  evaluation  area  lies  along  the  southern 
boundary.     The  Glacier  National  Park,  basically  managed  as  wilderness,  is 
the  eastern  boundary.     The  area  to  the  north,   across  the  Canadian  border, 
is  essentially  a  wild,  unmanaged  area  with  no  development.     Because  of  the 
surrounding  areas,   the  Brabazon  Addition  evaluation  area  is  part  of  a 
contiguous  unroaded  land  mass  of  several  million  acres.     National  Forest 
System  lands  alone  total  over  one  million  acres. 


(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 
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Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles  * 


Juneau 
S  icka 
Cordova 
Anchorage 


(Pop 
(Pop 
(Pop 
(Pop 


23 , 729) 
8 ,041) 
1,900) 
235 ,000) 


180 
190 
270 
390 


255 
225 
285 
715 


^  No  direct  water  access.  The  closest  water  access  points  are  in  Russell 
Fiord  (two  miles)   and  Nunatak  Fiord  (one  and  one-half  miles). 

Yakutat  has  twice-daily  commercial  air  service,   both  north-  and 
southbound.     There   is  no  ferry  service.     The  nearest  Alaska  Marine  Highwnv 
terminals  are  at  Hoonah  to  the  east  and  Cordova  to  the  west. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:  The  Brabazon  Addition  is  neither  a  moratorium 
area,   nor  a  proposed  Wilderness. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     The  nearest  community  is  Yakutat 
(population  588),   located  38  miles  to  the  southwest.     There   is  little 
use  by  local  residents.     This  is  some  use  by  sport  hunting  guides  in 
service  to  their  customers  and  some  small  aircraft  overflights  for 
sightseeing . 

(c)  Concerns  of  local  residents:     There  is  no  expressed  concern  bv 
local  residents  for  management  within  the  evaluation  area. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 


ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:  Yakucat  Forelands  (339)  ACRES  (GROSS):  336,012  ACRES  (NFS):  305,87  1 
GEOZONE:     C22  and  C24 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Yakutat  Forelands,   Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  20 


a.  Descripcion 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  "1/  rating,  and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

Situk  Lake 

366C* 

22 

Road  w/i 

VCU;  Road,  logging. 

pvt.  . 

land 

Dn 

boundary .     LUD  2 

Yakutat 

367C* 

Bound 

by 

pvt.    land,    road;  Not 

ra  ted 

in 

[lARE 

II.       LUD  3 

Cannon  Beach 

370C* 

Bound  by  pvt.    land,   road;  Not 

rated 

in 

FIARE 

II.       LUD  2 

Blacksand  Is . 

371C 

Not 

rated  in  RARE  II.     LUD  2 

Arknklin  R. 

372C 

20 

LUD 

2 

Dark  Forest 

373C* 

18 

Bound 

by 

road.     LUD  4 

Miller  Creek 

375C* 

23 

Bound 

by 

road.     LUD  4 

Pike  Lakes 

376C* 

20 

Bound 

by 

road.     LUD  4 

Dangerous  R. 

377C* 

21 

Bound 

by 

road.     LUD  2 

Harlequin  Lk. 

378C* 

21 

Bound 

by 

road.     LUD  3 

Italio  R. 

379C 

23 

LUD 

3 

Italio  Beach 

380C 

24 

LUD 

2 

Awke  Beach 

381C 

24 

LUD 

2 

Triangle  Lk. 

382C 

25 

LUD 

3 

Cliff  Mtn. 

383C 

22 

LUD 

2 

Italio  Lake 

384C* 

26 

LUD 

2 

Awke  Lake 

385C 

26 

LUD 

2 

Ustay  Flats 

386C 

23 

LUD 

3 

Ustay  R. 

387C 

24 

LUD 

3 

Cannery  Ck. 

388C 

21 

LUD 

3 

Tanis  Mesa 

389C 

24 

LUD 

3 

Rodman  Pass 

390C 

24 

LUD 

2 

Tanis  Lake 

391C 

25 

LUD 

2 

*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this  VCU. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadlesss  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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VCU  Name 


VCU  No 


1979 

WARS  Rating 


Comments 


Upper  Alsek  R.  392C* 
Canyon  Glacier  393C 
Brabazon  Gate  394C 
Alsek  Rapids  395C 


26 
24 
24 
0 


Bounds  Glacier  Bay  NP 

Bounds  Glacier  Bay  NP 

Bounds  Glacier  Bay  NP 

Bounds  Glacier  Bay  NP 


LUD  2 
LUD  2 
LUD  2 
LUD  2 


(2)  History:     There  is  evidence  of  human  occupation  in  Southeast  Alaska 
from  10,000  to   11,000  years  before  present.     Man's  movement   into  the 
Yakutat  Forelands   is  believed  to  have  started  about  1,000  years  ago.  with 
the  people  coming  from  the  north  (probably  Eyak  from  the  Copper  River^i  . 
Tlingit  occupation  from  the  south  began  approximately  300  years  before  the 
present.     European  ventures  into  the  area  started  in  the  late  18th  century 
with  Russian  and  English  traders. 

A  Russian  farming  settlement  was  established  in  the  approximate  location  of 
Yakutat  in  1796.     Hostilities  between  the  Russians  and  the  Native 
population  ended  with  the  total  elimination  of  the  settlement  in  1805. 
Little  contact  between  whites  and  Indians  occurred  from  1805  to  about 
1874.     Activities  since  1874  have  included  mining,   fish  canneries,  fur 
farms  (mink  and  fox),   manufactured  native  goods  and  tourism.  Salmon 
processing  became  a  major  industry,  with  the  first  salmon  cannery 
constructed  in  1902.     Others,   located  along  the  Gulf  coast,    followed  over 
the  next  20  or  so  years.     In  the  early  20th  century,   a  railroad  was  planned 
from  Yakutat  to  Dry  Bay  for  the  service  of  the  various  canneries;  however, 
construction  eventually  went  only  to  Johnson  Slough,  with  lines  serving  the 
Situk  and  Lost  Rivers. 

There  was  a  large  military  presence,  with  attending  activities,  during 
World  War  II.     More  recent  activities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  roadless 
area  have  included  commercial  logging  operations,   commercial  fishing  and 
outfitter/guide  services  for  sports  fishing  and  hunting. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Yakutat  Forelands  Roadless  Area  is  located 
on  the  mainland,   east  and  southeast  of  Yakutat.     The  area  adjoins  Nacional 
Forest  System,   State  and  private  lands  to  the  west  and  the  Glacier  Bav 
National  Park  to  the  east.     Forest  Highway  10,   the  Russell  Fidrd 
Wilderness  and  the  Brabazon  Range  bound  the  Yakutat  Forelands  on  the 
north.     The  southern  boundary  is  the  Gulf  of  Alaska,    from  Dry  Bay  to 
Johnson  Slough.     The  center  of  the  roadless  area  is  approximately  30  miles 
east  of  Yakutat. 

There  is  small  boat  access,   with  numerous  anchorages  along  most  of  the  Gulf 
Coast.     Floatplane  landing  is  possible  in  most  of  the  bays,   as  well  in 
several  lakes  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  roadless  area.     There  are  seven 
identified  land-based  aircraft  landing  areas.     In  addition,   aircraft  land 
on  the  sandy  beach  fringes.     Forest  Highway  10  goes  from  Yakutat  to  Che 
Dangerous  River,   providing  vehicle  access  to  the  upper  reaches  of  several 
rivers,   as  well  as  direct  access  to  approximately  40  percent  of  the 
northern  boundary.     All-terrain  vehicles   (ATV)   are  used  along  most  of  the 
beaches,    to  access  many  of  the  river  bottoms  and  from  the  road  svsceiii  Co 
access  the  uplands. 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  YakuCaC  Forelands  is  relatively  flac 
over  abouC  80  percent  of  the  roadless  area,   with  elevations  ranging  from 
sealevel  to  approximately  200  feet.     The  lowland  terrain  is  characteristic 
of  formerly  glaciated  topography,   i.e.,   glacial  outwash  plains  with 
lateral  and  terminal  moraines,   separated  by  low,    flat  areas  with  numerous 
streams  and  rivers  as  well  as  large  marshes  and  muskegs.     The  rivers  and 
streams  are  low  gradient  and  follow  wandering  and  braided  channels,  with 
wide  f loodplains . 

Relief  is  such  that  a  major  runoff  episode  may  completely  change  the 
location  of  streamcourses  and  may  combine  two  or  more  totally  divergent 
streams   into  one  system.     Were  the  Hubbard  Glacier,   located  to  the 
northwest,    to  close  off  Russell  Fij^rd,    the  resulting  lake  could  reach 
overflow  in  a  short  period  of  time.     The  Situk  River  would  be  the  overflow 
channel,   drastically  changing  the  landscape  in  this  area.     The  eastern  half 
also  contains  many  lakes,  varying  in  size  to  over  540  acres  (Tanis  Lake). 

The  northeast  quadrant  contains  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Brabazon  Range, 
with  elevations  ranging  from  200  feet  to  approximately  4,980  feet.  This 
mountainous  area  is  steep  and  highly  dissected  with  numerous  streamcourses . 
Several  glaciers  are  present,  and  include  the  Rodman,   Fassett,   Canyon  and 
Martin  Glaciers. 

The  Gulf  beach  area  is  subject  to  drastic  change  due  to  open-water  wave 
activity  and  ocean  storms.     The  coastal  area  contains  an  extended  sti"etch 
of  sand  dunes,    formed  by  the  wind.     This  dunes  area  is  one  of  two  found  in 
Alaska.  .  . 

There  are    miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater  and    acres  of  beach. 

Freshwater  lakes  total  2,930  acres.     There  are  1,516  acres  of  small 
islands,   344  acres  of  alpine  tundra,   21,880  acres  of  ice  and  snow  and 
20,187  acres  of  rock. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Yakutat 
Forelands  geographic  province.     The  province  includes  Glacier  Bay 
north  to  Yakutat  Bay  and  is  characterized  by  recently  uplifted  beaches 
and  fluvial  processes  related  to  icefields,   valley  glaciers  and  a  coUi 
wet  climate.     The  climate  is  typical  of  the  coastal  maritime  cone. 
Total  annual  precipitation  at  Yakutat  is  135  inches,  with  a  33 -year 
snowfall  average  of  219  inches. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Much  of  the  vegetation  in  the  lowlands  are  marsh  and 
muskeg  species  or  willows,   cottonwoods  and  alders  on  the  drier  sites. 
The  wetland  species  are  primarily  sphagnum  moss,   sedges  and  heathers. 
The  drier  sites  contain  low-growing  species  such  as  devils-club, 
salmonberry,   blueberry,   copper  bush,  hellesbore,   ferns,   skunk  cabbage 
and  huckleberry,   over  a  carpet  of  mosses  and  liverworts. 
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Timbered  areas  contain  primarily  a  dense  overscory  of  Sicka  spruce 
and/or  western  hemlock  over  the  "drained-site"   species.  Timber 
stands,   rated  moderate   to  high  (3   to  5  on  a  scale  of  5)    for  management 
activities,   are  concentrated  in  VCU's  379C,   382C,    386C,    387C,    3S8C  and 
389C.     Even  in  heavily  timbered  areas,    the  tree  species  are  found  on 
the  drier  sites  on  the  ridges,   separated  by  marsh  or  muskeg, 
containing  meandering  streams. 

The  sand  dune  area  along  the  beach  has  a  plant  association,   unique  to 
Southeast  Alaska.     Uncommon  plants   found  here   include  species  of  the 
Atrip  lex ,   Lup  imachia  and  Saussurea  genera. 

Outside  of  the  VCU's  above,    the  majority  of  the  timber  is  not 
considered  operable,   or  does  not  constitute  a  significant  component. 
There  has  been,   and  currently  is,   logging  in  the  western  and 
northwestern  portion  of  the  lowlands,   adjacent  to  the  roadless  area 
boundaries . 

There  are  approximately  152,510  acres  of  forested  lands,   of  which 
103,262  acres  are  classified  as  commercial  forest  land  (CFL) .  There 
are  6,215  acres  classified  as  riparian  old  growth  and  23,358  acres  as 
nonriparian  old  growth.     Approximately  344  acres  are  alpine  tundra 
vegetation,  and  64,806  acres  are  classed  as  muskeg.     Muskeg  is 
interspersed  within  other  types  in  units  too  small  to  map.  Therefore, 
the  acreage  for  muskeg  may  be  substantially  understated. 

» (c)     Soils:     The  majority  of  the  soils  for  the  Yakutat  Forelands 
lowlands  are  youthful  soils  of  glac io - fluvial  and  fluvial  origin. 
Terrain  is  generally  gently  sloping.     Base  material   is  highly  vriuiablo 
and  consists  of  igneous,   metamorphic  and  sedimentary  rocks.  The 
mountainous  northeastern  portion  of  the  area  consists  of  steep, 
deeply  incised  slopes  of  exposed  bedrock.     Glaciers  still  occupv  much 
of  this  area. 

Other  features,   such  as  mature  soils   (unglaciated  remnants),  steep 
slopes  and  dunes  occur,   but  to  a  limited  extent.     Recent  glaciation. 
and  ongoing  uplift  has,   and  does,   affect  soil  development. 
Groundwater  over  most  of  the  area  is  at  or  near  the  surface.  Large 
portions  of  the  roadless  area  are  poorly  drained  organic  soils. 

(d)     Fish  Resource:     Annual  production  for  the  evaluation  area  is 
estimated  at  more  than  250,000  salmon.     Five  species  of  Pacific 
salmon,  valuable  for  commercial,   subsistence  and  sport  use,   spawn  and 
rear  in  the  area.     There  are  steelhead  and  cutthroat  trout, 
stickleback,  Dolly  Varden  char,  and  smelt  in  many  of  the  lowland 
rivers  and  streams.     Virtually  all  of  the  mountain  streams  are  glacial 
and  support  little  or  no  resident  fish  populations. 

Commercial  fisheries  along  the  coast  and  in  the  bays  take  sea  urchins, 
salmon,   shrimp,   sablefish  and  crabs.     Subsistence  users  take  ches>.^. 
plus  herring,   hooligan,   clams  and  seaweed.     In  addition  to  the  saliiioti 
species,   sportsf ishers  take  steelhead  and  cutthroat  trout. 
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Fisheries  habitat  improvement  projects  have  occurred  in  several 
areas.     Most  notable  are  the  efforts  put  coho  habitat  in  the  many 
small  rock  pits  along  Forest  Highway  10. 

Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game   (ADF&G)  in 
their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).     These  ratings  describe 
the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish  and  estuaries.  Tlie 
following  table  lists  26  VCU's  rated  high  to  very  high  for  commercial 
or  sport  fisheries  values. 


Sport  Comm. 


Situk  Lake 

366C 

X 

X 

YakuCat 

367C 

X 

X 

Cannon  Beach 

370C 

X 

X 

Blacksand  Is. 

371C 

X 

X 

Arknklin  R. 

372C 

X 

X 

Dark  Forest 

373C 

X 

X 

Miller  Cr. 

375C 

X 

X 

Pike  Lakes 

376C 

X 

X 

Dangerous  R. 

377C 

X 

X 

Harlequin  Lk. 

378C 

X 

X 

Italic  R. 

379C 

X 

X 

Italic  Beach 

380C 

X 

X 

Awke  Beach 

381C 

X 

X 

Sport  Comm. 


Triangle  Lk. 

382C 

X 

X 

Italic  Lake 

384C 

X 

X 

Awke  Lake 

385C 

X 

X 

Ustay  Flats 

386C 

X 

X 

Ustay  R. 

387C 

X 

X 

Cannery  Ck. 

388C 

X 

Tanis  Mesa 

389C 

X 

X 

Redman  Pass 

390C 

X 

Tanis  Lake 

391C 

X 

Upper  Alsek  R. 

392C 

X 

X 

Canyon  Glacier 

393C 

X 

X 

Brabazon  Gate 

394C 

X 

X 

Alsek  Rapids 

395C 

X 

X 

There  are  eight  VCU's  containing  highly  valued  estuaries.     These  are* 

Situk  Lake  366C  Dangerous  R.  377C 

Yakutat  367C  Italic  Beach  380C 

Cannon  Beach  370C  Awke  Beach  381-C 

Blacksand  Is.  371C  Alsek  Rapids  395C 


(e)     Wildlife  Resource:     The  Yakutat  Forelands  support  a  rich  wildlLfo 
population,  both  in  numbers  and  species  diversity.     Larger  mammal 
species  include  both  brown  and  black  bears  (including  the  glacier 
bear,   a  blueish  color  phase  of  the  black  bear),   moose,   wolverines  jnd 
wolves.   There  is  a  remnant  Sitka  black-tailed  deer  population,  left 
from  transplant  efforts  in  the  1940' s.     The  smaller  animals  include 
several  furbearers  (mink,  marten,  beaver)  and  rodents,   such  as  mice, 
snowshoe  hare  and  pika,   as  well  as  several  amphibian  species.  There 
are  few  resident  bird  species;  however,   the  area  is  heavily  used  by 
migratory  species,  both  for  nesting  and  resting  and  includes  waterfowl 
and  raptors.     Humpback  and  gray  whales,   seals,   sealicns,   orcas , 
dolphins  and  porpoises  can  be  viewed  from  the  beach  areas . 

There  are  314,148  acres  of  habitat  for  both  black  and  brown  bears. 
Habitat  for  other  management  indicator  species  include  mountain  goat 
(75,842  acres),   red  squirrel   (314,148  acres)   and  312,S'^3  acres  of  pino 
marten . 
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(f)     Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     There  are  no  known  Threatened 
or  Endangered  plant  or  animal  species  resident  to   the  Yakutat 
Forelands.     The  peregrine  falcon  appears  as  a  migratory  user.  The 
bald  eagle,   a  protected  species,    is  found  all  along  the  coastal  2one 
and  the  larger  rivers.     There  are  several  special  interest  plant 
species  within  the  roadless  area. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     There  are  60  acres  allocated  as  Land  Use 
Designation   (,LUD)    I   -   Nonwilderness   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
(1978).     They  were  originally  proposed  as  part  of  the  Russell  Fiord 
Wilderness,   but  were  not  included  in  the  final  designation.     There  are  16 
VCU's   (171,419  acres)   allocated  to  LUD  2,   which  provides   for  management  of 
the  area  in  an  unroaded  state  to  retain  the  wildland  character. 

There  are  eight  VCU's  (134,740  acres)  are  designated  as  LUD  3,  which  allows 
for  management  of  the  land  for  a  variety  of  uses,  with  emphasis  on  managing 
the  uses  and  activities  in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide 
for  the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.  These  areas  have  a  high  use  or 
high  amenity  value  in  conjunction  with  a  high  commodity  value.  Three  VCU's 
(3,442  acres)  are  allocated  to  LUD  4,  which  provides  for  intensive  resource 
management  and  development,  consistent  with  provisions  to  protect  physical 
and  biological  productivity. 

Other  than  fisheries  habitat  enhancement  and  recreational  cabins   (some  with 
aircraft  landing  strips),   few  Forest  Service  management  activities  have 
occurred.     Habitat  improvement  activities  for  moose  and  fisheries  are 
planned  for  the  1989  field  season.  "There  are  four  trails  in  the  evaluation 
area . 

Other  uses   include  sport  fishing  and  hunting,   subsistence  fishing,  hunting 
and  trapping,   and  commercial  fishing.     Outfitting  and  guide  service   is  a 
major  business  in  the  Yakutat  area.     Although  oil  and  gas  exploration  has 
been  done  in  the  recent  past,   such  activities  are  not  occurring  at 
present.     There  are  many  cabins  and  camps  under  special  use  permit   -  most 
are  concentrated  along  the  coast  -  and  are  associated  with  fish  camp  and 
outfitter/guide  camps.     There  is  some  woodgathering ,   primarily  along  the 
north  and  west  boundaries  and  around  cabin/camp  areas.     Logging  and  road 
construction  activities  have  taken  place  on  the  western  and  northwestern 
boundaries . 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  Yakutat  Forelands  generallv 
appear  unmodified.     Exceptions  within  the  area  are  evidence  of  World  War  II 
activities,   former  oil  and  gas  exploration  sites,   abandoned  fish  canneries 
and  the  various  cabins/camps.     The  inland  sites  generally  are  not 
obtrusive,  except  at  short  range  or  from  the  air.     The  coastal  sites  are 
far  more  visible.     Areas  used  in  the  past  are  reclaimed  for  the  most  part, 
with  differences  in  vegetation  the  primary  indicators  of  use.     Most  of  the 
activity  was,   and  is,   concentrated  along  the  coast,  within  one-half  mile  ot 
the  beachfront. 

There  is  widespread  evidence  of  vehicular  use,    including  all  terrain 
vehicle   (ATV)   trails  and  undesignated  roads.     Widespread  ATV  use   is  evid^Mit 
along  the  beaches,   river  bottoms,   muskegs,   and  upland  trails.   The  heavit^sc 
cabin/fish  camp  concentrations  are  at  Situk  (the  mouth  of  the  Sicuk  Ri\'orV 
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on  Blacksand  Spit  and  on  Blacksand  Island.     Many  of  the  cabins  have 
impromptu  small  aircraft  landing  areas  on  the  beach  fringe.     The  airstrips 
associated  with  the  Forest  Service  cabins  are  highly  visible  from  the  air. 
These  strips  are  maintained  with  heavy-duty  mowing  equipment. 

Harvest  activity  is  visible  along  the  northwestern  and  western  boundarie'^. 
However,   because  of  terrain,    the  logging  is  not  visible  from  a  distance  and 
does  not  affect  the  vast  majority  of  the  roadless  area. 

The  visual  character  type  for  about  80  percent  of  the  evaluation  area  is 
the  Cordova- Yakutat ,   consisting  of  a  coastal  plain  marked  bv  longitudinal 
beach  and  dune  ridges,   crossed  by  outwash  plains  and  moraines,   and  backed 
by  marine  ridges  to  several  hundred  feet  in  height.     The  Brabazon  Range 
provides  a  backdrop  from  outside  the  unit.     The  area  is  characterized  by  a 
great  variety  of  water  forms,   including  glacial  streams,  meandering  lowland 
streams  and  small  lakes.     The  ocean  surf  is  a  key  water  form.     The  balance 
of  the  evaluation  area  lies  in  the  Coast  Range  visual  character  type.  The 
land  forms  are  massive  and  highly  dissected.     There  is  a  great  diversity  in 
geological  features  including  cliffs,   escarpments  and  jagged  peaks. 

There  is  little  timber  over  50  percent  or  more  of  the  area;   most  of  the 
vegetation  consists  of  groundcover  or  low-growing  shrubs  and  short  trees. 
The  areas  covered  by  timber  contain  stands  with  size  classes  from 
seedling/saplings  to  large  mature/overmature  trees.     The  heavily  timbered 
areas  are  primarily  in  the  eastern  half.     The  view  distance  over  much  of 
the  area  is  relatively  short  because  of  terrain  and  vegetation.     The  view 
to  the  south  and  west  from  the  mountains  shows  most  of  the  Yakutat 
Forelands,   and  presents  an  unrestricted  view  of  the  coastal  area. 

The  evaluation  area  is  inventoried  as  32  percent  Variety  Class  A 
(Distinctive),  40  percent  Variety  Class  B  (Common)  and  28  percent  Varietv 
Class  C  (Minimal).     The  majority  of  the  area  (96  percent)   is  inventoried  as 
an  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)   I,  which  appears  untouched  by  human 
activity.     The  balance  of  the  area  is  generally  inventoried  as  an  EVC  II, 
or  areas  in  which  changes  to  the  landscape  are  not  noticed  by  the  average 
visitor.     The  exception  are  areas  which  total  less  than  0.01  percent  (,100 
acres)  and  are  in  an  EVC  IV,  or  areas  in  which  changes  in  the  landscape  are 
easily  noticed  by  the  average  visitor,   and  may  attract  some  attention. 

(8)     Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  area  to  the  northwest  and 
west  of  the  Yakutat  Forelands  has  been  highly  modified  by  logging  and 
development.     Forest  Highway  10  runs  along  the  northwestern  boundary,  with 
the  attendant  vehicular  traffic  noise  audible  some  distance  into  the 
roadless  area.     The  Yakutat  airport  is  just  outside  the  roadless  area; 
therefore,  users  in  the  western  portion  of  the  area  may  be  subjected  to 
some  aircraft  noise.     Most  of  the  activities  outside  the  roadless  area  are 
not  readily  apparent  to  users  because  of  the  flat,   rolling  terrain.  There 
are  commercial  flights  over  the  southern  boundary,   along  the  coast.  There 
is  some  water-borne  activity  in  the  coastal  waters;  however,   there  is  no 
disturbance  from  this  traffic.     There  is  one  other  roadless  evaluation  are.i 
and  the  Russell  Fijzird  Wilderness  adjacent  to  the  Yakutat  Forelands 
roadless  area  on  the  north,   with  Glacier  Bay  National  Park  to   the  ease. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Attractions  of  the  area 
include  wildlife  viewing,   sports  hunting  and  fishing,   and  camping  in 
association  with  other  activities.     The  numerous  small  lakes  and  streams 
provide  a  variety  of  fishing  sites.     There  is  driftboat  fishing  traffic  on 
the  Situk  River,   from  the  put- in  site  at  Forest  Highway  10  Co  the  landing 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river.     There  are  small  boat  anchorages  at  various 
places  along  the  coast.     The  very  long  stretches  of  sandy  beach  provide  a 
opportunitv  for  beachcombing,   surfing,   picnicking,   and  "dune  running"  with 
all-terrain  vehicles.     Sea  mammal  observation  is  a  common  activity. 

The  area  contains  26   inventoried  recreation  sites  which  contains  166,375 
acres.     There  are  four  maintained  trails  within  the  roadless  area.  These 
are  the  Situk  River  #649,   Lower  Dangerous  River  #653,  Middle  Dangerous 
River  #654,   and  Harlequin  Lake  #655.     These  trails  total  10.7  miles.  There 
are  10  Forest  Service  recreational  cabin  sites,  with  airstrips  associated 
with  six  of  the  locations. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  roadless  area  is  a 
long  and  relatively  narrow,   with  a  length  of  about  53  miles  and  a  width 
varying  from  approximately  seven  to  more  than  15  miles.     Most  of  the 
Yakutat  Forelands  is  defined  by  a  physical  boundary,    ie .    the  coastline,  Dry 
Bay  and  the  Alsek  River,  mountain  ridgelines  or  Forest  Highway  10. 
However,   approximately  24  miles  of  the  northeast  boundary  is  a  "point-to- 
point"  straight  line,   and  is  not  tied  to  readily  identified  physical 
points.     In  addition,    the  western  boundary  abuts  private  lands,   roads  or 
development.     The  presence  of  roads  and/or  private  lands   to  Che  west  iiir.y 
reduce  che  manageability  of  the  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  basically  unmodified.     There  are 
modifications   in  the  form  of  cabins  and  camps;  however,   other  than  che 
concentrations  of  fish  camps  at  Situk  and  on  Blacksand  Spit  and  Island, 
most  are  widely  scattered  and  are  fairly  unobtrusive.     There  are  brushed- 
out  landing  strips  associated  with  several  of  the  Forest  Service  recreation 
cabins.     There  has  been  past  modification  of  the  area  as  evidenced  bv  che 
abandoned  fur  farms,   canneries  and  oil/gas  exploration- sites . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     The  opportunity  for  solitude  is  high  over 
most  of  the  Yakutat  Forelands.     The  very  large  area,   coupled  with  a  high 
degree  of  difficulty  of  access  and  low  visitor  numbers  aids   in  providing 
this  solitude.     Exceptions  are  locations  along  che  western  edge  of  che 
roadless  area,   and  along  Forest  Highway  10.     These  are  the  locations  people 
tend  to  concentrate.     There  will  be  some  disruption  by  overhead  flights  of 
small  aircraft,   combined  with  some  powerboat  use  along  several  of  che 
rivers  and  the  coast.     The  Situk  River  is  heavily  used  by  drif theaters ,  as 
well  as  having  frequent  use  by  permitted  powerboats. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides   for  che  full 
spectrum  of  recreation  opportunities.     It  is  evident  that  both  off- road  and 
highway  vehicles  use  the  area.     The  following  areas  are  as   invencoried  wirli 
the  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum  System; 
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ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I   (PI)  78,200 

Priraicive  II  (P2)  104,437 

Rural  (R)  1,522 

Roaded  Natural  (RN)  6,022 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  20 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  57,046 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  65,573 

No  ROS  1 , 788 

The  area  contains  26  recreation  places,   totalling  166,875  acres. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

PI       

P2       

R       

RN       

RM       

SPNM      • 

SPM 


There  are  ten  cabin  sites  (including  two  double  cabins)   located  throughout 
the  evaluation  area.     They  receive  some  summer  use  (primarily  fishers"),  but 
principle  use  is  during  the  moose  and  bear  hunting  seasons. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):     The  are.i 
ranges  from  a  constantly  changing,   uplifting  coastal  area  to  a  remnant  area 
untouched  by  the  last  glacial  period  to  a  young,   developing  ecosystem  on 
immature  or  undeveloped  soils.     Of  special  ecological  interest  is  the 
extensive  sand  dunes  area  along  the  coast.     As  one  of  only  two  such  sices 
in  Alaska,   this  feature  is  unique,   even  when  compared  to  the  rest  of  the 
Pacific  Northwest.     Their  fairly  recent  development  (estimated  at  less  than 
2,000  years),   combined  with  unusual  or  uncommon  plant  associations,    is  of 
special  interest. 

Active  glaciers  in  the  northeast  mountains  are  also  of  interest  to 
visitors.     The  presence  of  species  such  as  eagles,   brown  bears,   black  bears 
(including  the  glacier  bear  color  phase),   moose  and  mountain  goats  provide 
for  wildlife  observation.     The  many  miles  of  sandy  beach  along  the  covisc 
line  provide  for  beachcombing  opportunities.     Cultural  resource  sices  iiiav 
provide  special  interest  because  of  pre-contact  mixing  of  peoples  from  che 
north  and  south,   as  well  as  relatively  late  prolonged  direct  contact  with 
Europeans . 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition. 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     Recreation  potential   includes  che 
opportunity  for  trail  corridors  along  several  of  the  rivers  and 
accessing  several  lakes.     Trailheads  would  have  to  be  accessed  from 
the  coast,   from  aircraft  landing  strips  or  from  the  road  system  co  trlio 
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west  and  northwest.     Sport  fishing  and  hunting  are  popular  in  the 
area;   moose  hunting  and  steelhead  fishing  are  major  activities.  The 
limited  terrain  features  in  the  lowlands  probably  would  not  generate 
much  interest  unto   themselves.     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,  as 
amended  in  1985-86   (TLMP) ,    identified  recreation  facilities 
development  for  shelters  and  trail  construction  in  two  VCU ' s . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     Fisheries  management  potential  includes  the 
opportunity  for  the  development  of  ground  water  spawning  and  rearing 
channels,   stock  development  for  underutilized  areas,    large  organic 
debris  placement  for  cover  and  habitat  for  rearing  fish,  lake 
enrichment , and  hatchery  development.     Much  of  the  current  management 
emphasis  centers  around  mitigation  associated  with  the  possible 
overflow  of  Lake  Russell.     There  are  numerous  fisheries  research 
projects  in  progress  on  the  Situk  River.     The  objectives  of  this 
research  are  to  recommend  enhancement  and  mitigation  projects  on  the 
Yakutat  Forelands.     Projects  identified  in  TLMP  include  stream  habitat 
improvement  project  in  one  VCU  and  non-stream  habitat  projects   in  13 
VCU's.     Additionally,   trail  and  public  access  projects  can  be 
implemented  to  disperse  sport  fishing  pressure. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     Wildlife  management  potential  includes 
vegetation  manipulation  to  enhance  moose  habitat,  nest  islands  and 
wetland  enhancement  to  promote  enhanced  production,    improved  wildlife 
viewing  and  interpretative  areas  and  cooperative  projects  with  the 
State  of  Alaska.     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   as  amended, 
identified  habitat  improvement  projects  for  moose  in  ten  VCU's,  for 
trumpeter  swans  in  eight  VCU's,    for  waterfowl  in  seven  VCU's  and  for 
shorebirds  in  four  VCU's. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  59,716  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  5,290  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  15,577  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth.  The 
potential  for  timber  management  is  low,   even  with  high  quality,  verv 
high  volume  stands.     The  cost  of  development  and  harvest,   coupled  with 
a  low  value  and  no  market  make  the  timber  essentially  inoperable. 
Relaxation  of  export  regulations  and  an  upturn  in  the  market  mav  make 
the  timber  profitable  for  a  purchaser;   however,    this   is  unexpected  in 
the  foreseeable  future. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  approximately  130  special  use 
permits  for  uses  such  as  fish  camps,   outfitter/guides,   subsistence  jp.d 
trapping  camps  and  recreation  cabins.     The  potential  for  increase  ot 
number  of  permits   is  high.     The  increase  will  be  in  applications  for 
fish  camps,   outfitter/guide  activities  and  facilities  associated  witli 
subsistence  and  outfitter/guide  activities. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  opportunity  for  mineral  development  appears  low. 
There  are  no  known  deposits  of  minerals  important  for  development. 
Oil  and  gas  exploration  has  occurred  -   the  potential  for  development 
appears  to  be  high.     The  U.S.D.I.,   Geological  Survey  has  identified 
the  Yakutat  Forelands  as  a  "Most  Favorable  Petroleum  Reserve  Area".. 
However,   development  activities  have  not  been  initiated. 
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(g)     Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     There  are  five  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Areas.     These  are  Awke  Beach,  Awke-Ustay 
Lakes,   Upper  Situk,    Italic  River  and  Tidal  Meadows. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(b)  Insects  and  Disease:     There  are  no  epidemic  insect  or  disease 
conditions.     However,   storm  blowdown  plays  a  historically  iraportanr 
part  in  the  ecology  of  the  timbered  areas.     Blowdown  is  rapidly 
followed  by  a  buildup  of  the  striped  ambrosia  beetle.     These  attacks 
lead  to  rapid  deterioration  of  the  downed  timber.     In  addition,  the 
old  growth  timber  stands  are  highly  subject  to  mortality  because  of 
rots  and  windthrow. 

(c)  Land  Status:     There  is  one  private  parcel  (Chief  Situk  Grave 
area)   located  within  the  roadless  unit.     There  are  no  other 
non-National  Forest  System  lands.     A  strip  along  the  Situk  River  has 
tentatively  been  selected  by  Sealaska,   the  regional  Native 
Corporation.     While  the  transfer  to  other  ownership  has  not  occurred, 
the  land  is  encumbered  or  land  use  restricted  until  such  time  as  the 
selection  is  final  or  has  been  dropped.     There  are  two  unconveyed 
Native  Allotments  within  the  roadless  area. 

d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Yakutat  Forelands 
roadless  evaluation  area  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  Russell  Fiprd 
Wilderness.     Roadless  evaluation  areas   in  the  immediate  area  are  the 
Brabazon  Addition,  #338  (adjoining  to  the  north)  and  the  Upper  Situk,   =3-*  L 
(adjoining  to  the  northwest). 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  180  240 

Sitka  (Pop.  8.041)  190  210 

Cordova  (Pop.  1,900)  250  270 

Anchorage  (Pop.  235,000)  390  700 

Yakutat  has  twice-daily  commercial  air  service,  both  north-  and 
southbound.     There  is  no  ferry  service.     The  nearest  Alaska  Marine  Highway 
terminals  are  at  Hoonah  to  the  east  and  Cordova  to  the  west. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratoriuni  areas:     The  Yakutat  Forelands  Moratorium  area,  as 
identified  in  Senate  Bill  346   ("Wirth  Bill")   and  as  proposed  for 
wilderness  in  House  Resolution  987   ("Mrazek  Bill"),  represe'nts 
approximately  one-half  of  the  evaluation  area.      It   is   located  beCw<?on 
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Che  Dangerous  and  Alsek  Rivers  and  between  the  coast  and  the  Brabazon 
Range  Addition  boundary. 

(b)  Local  users/residents :     The  nearest  community  is  Yakutat 
(population  588),   about  30  miles  from  the  roadless  area  center  and  to 
the  west.     Basically  all  use  of  the  area  comes  from  local  residents, 
except  for  sports  hunting  and  fishing  by  fly- in  nonresidents.  Primnrv 
activities  are  subsistence  hunting  and  fishing.     Set-net  commercial 
fisheries   is  a  major  use  of  the  many  river  mouths  and  bays.  Fish 
camps  for  commercial  fishers  are  common. 

(c)  Concerns  of  local  residents:     The  general  feelings  of  the  local 
residents  seem  to   favor  a  primitive/semi  -  primitive  designation  withon" 
Che  area  becoming  a  Wilderness  Management  Area.     The  reasons  revolve 
around  restrictions  associated  wich  Che  wilderness  designation  and  the 
lack  of  future  management  options  were  the  area  to  be  allocated  Co 
wilderness . 

e .     Environmental  Consequences 

ALTERNATIVE  ANALYSIS  TO  BE  DONE  LATER 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Upper  Situk  (341)  ACRES   (GROSS):     62,140  ACRES   (NFS):  61,722 

GEOZONE:  C24 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Yakutat  Forelands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:     22  . 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  cable  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 


names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.     This  enables 

the  reader  to 

compare 

the  roadless 

areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 

previous  analy 

ses . 

1979 

VCTT  N:5m«» 

VCU  No 

WARS  RATinp- 

Black  Tit 

355C* 

25 

LUD  1  Nonw i Ide rne s s  .     VCU  priinarilv 

in  Wilderness  Area 

Chicago  Hbr. 

361C* 

22 

LUD  1  Nonwilderness .   VCU  part,  in 

Wilderness.   Former  Native  selection 

Dank  Forest 

362C* 

21 

LUD  1  Nonwilderness.   VCU  pare,  in 

Wilderness.   Former  Native  seleccion 

Unnamed 

363C* 

LUD  3.     Former  Native  selection 

Old  Situk 

364C* 

21 

LUD  4 

Lower  Russell 

365C* 

24 

LUD  1  Nonwilderness.     VCU  primarilv 

Fiord 

in  Wilderness  area 

Situk  River 

366C* 

22 

LUD  2.   Native  seleccion- tencacive Iv 

selected,   not  yet  conveyed 

Dark  Forest 

373C* 

13 

LUD  4 

Moser  Creek 

374C* 

23 

LUD  1  Nonwilderness.     VCU  priniarilv 

in  Wilderness  Area 

Miller  Creek 

375C* 

23 

LUD  4 

Pike  Lakes 

376C* 

20 

LUD  4 

Dangerous  Rvr 

377C* 

21 

LUD  2 

Harlequin  Lk 

378C* 

21 

LUD  1  Nonwilderness.     VCU  priniarilv 

in  Wilderness  Area. 

■*--The  roadless  area 

includes  only 

part  of  this  VCU. 

(2)  History: 

There 

is  evidence  of 

human  occupation  in  Southeast  .Alaska 

from  10,000  to 

11,000 

years  before 

present.     Man's  movement  into  the 

Yakutat  Forelands  is  much  more  recent  and  is  believed  Co  have  started  about 
1000  years  ago,  with  the  people  coming  from  the  north.     TlingiC  occupation 
from  Che  souch  began  approximacely  300  years  ago. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  Che  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nation-wide  system  used 
to  rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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European  ventures   into  the  area  started  in  the  Late  L8th  century,  with. 
Russian  and  English  traders.     A  Russian  farming  settlement  was  established 
in  the  approximate  location  of  Yakutat  in  1796.     Hostilities  between  the 
Russians  and  the  Native  population  ended  with  the  total  elimination  of  the 
settlement  in  1S05  and  resulted  in  little  contact  between  whites  and 
Indians  until  about  1874.     Activities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  evaluation 
area  since  1874  have  included  mining,   fish  canneries,   fur  farms, 
manufactured  native  goods  and  tourism.     Tourism  was  first  developed   in  the. 
ISSOs  to  view  Mount  Saint  Elias  and  the  various  glaciers.  Salmon 
processing  became  a  major  industry,   with     the  first  cannery  constructed  in 
1902.     Others  followed  over  the  next  20  or  so  years. 

There  was  a  large  military  presence,  with  attending  activities,  during 
World  War  II.     More  recent  activities,   within  or  adjacent  to  the  roadless 
area,  have  included  commercial  logging  operations,   commercial  fishing  and 
outfitter/guide  services  for  sports  fishing  and  hunting. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Upper  Situk  Roadless  Evaluation  Area  is 
located  on  the  mainland,   east  of  Yakutat.     The  area  adjoins  National  Forest 
System,   State  and  private  lands   to  the  southwest.   Forest  Highway  10  and 
National  Forest  Systems  lands  to  the  south  and  the  Russell  Fiord  Wilderness 
Area  to  the  north.     The  western  boundary  is  Yakutat  Bay,    from  Eleanor  Cove 
to  Humpback  Cove.     The  center  of  the  roadless  area  is  approximately  16 
miles  east  of  Yakutat. 

There  is  small  boat  access,   with  several  anchorages  along  the  coastline  of 
Yakutat  Bay.     Floatplane  landing  is  possible  along  the  Bay,   as  well  in 
several  lakes  in  *  the  western  portion  of  the  roadless  area.     Forest  Highway 
10  goes  from  Yakutat  to  the  Dangerous  River,   providing  vehicle  access  to 
the  upper  reaches  of  several  rivers,   as  well  as  direct  access   to  all  of  tlie 
southern  boundary  of  the  Upper  Situk.     Connecting  road  systems,  serving 
timber  harvest  units,   provide  access  to  areas  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
roadless  area.  ' 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  Upper  Situk  is  relatively  flat  over 
about  all  of  the  roadless  area,   with  elevations  generally  ranging  from 
sealevel  to  approximately  200  feet.     One  point  reaches  about  the  1,000  foot 
elevation.     The  terrain  is  characteristic  of  formerly  glaciated  topography, 
i.e.,   glacial  outwash  plains     with  lateral  and  terminal  moraines,  separated 
by  low,   flat  areas  with  numerous  streams  and  rivers  as  well  as  large 
marshes  and  muskegs.     There  are  some  areas,   such  as  around  Pike  Lakes,  that 
were  unglaciated  in  the  last  glacial  period;    these  remnant  areas  show  the 
characteristics  of  an  old-aged  landform  with  highly  developed  soil 
profiles.     The  rivers  and  streams  are  low  gradient  and  follow  wandering 
channels,  with  wide  floodplains. 

Relief  is  such  that  a  major  runoff  episode  may  completely  change  the 
location  of  streamcourses  and  may  combine  two  or  more   totally  divergent 
streams  into  one  system.     Were  the  Hubbard  Glacier,    located  to  the 
northwest,    to  close  off  Russell  Fiord,    the  resulting  lake  could  reach 
overflow  in  a  short  period  of  time.     The  headwaters  of  the  Situk  River 
would  be  the  overflow  channel,   drastically  changing  the  landscape   in  chi.^^ 
area . 
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The  far  western  portion  also  contains  many  lakes,  varying  in  size  to  over 
950  acres   (Lake  Redf ield) .     There  are  many  other  scattered  lakes,  including 
the  Pike  Lakes  in  the  headwaters  of  the  Arhnklin  River.     The  Yakutat  Bay 
beach  area  is  subject  to  change  due  to  open-water  wave  activity  and  ocean 
s  torms . 

There  are    miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater  and    acres  of  beach. 

Freshwater  lakes  total  897  acres.     There  are  40  acres  of  small_  islands. 
There  is  no  alpine  tundra,   snow  and  ice  or  rock. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Yakutat 
Forelands  geographic  province.     This  province  includes  from  Glacier 
Bay  north  to  Yakutat  Bay  and  is  characterized  by  recently  uplifted 
beaches  and  fluvial  processes  related  to  icefields,  valley  glaciers 
and  a  cold  wet  climate.     The  climate  is  typical  of  the  coastal 
maritime  zone.     Total  annual  precipitation  at  Yakutat  is  135  inches, 
with  a  33-year  snowfall  average  of  219  inches. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Much  of  the  vegetation,   even  in  the  timbered  areas, 
are  marsh  and  muskeg  species  or  willows,   cottonwoods  and  alders  on  the 
drier  sites.     The  wetland  species  are  primarily  sphgnaum  moss,  sedges 
and  heathers.     The  drier,   non-timber  sites  contain  low-growing  species 
such  as  devil's  club,   salraonberry,  blueberry,   copper  bush,  hellebore, 
ferns,   skunk  cabbage  and  huckleberry,   over  a  carpet  of  mosses  and 
liverworts. 

Timbered  areas  (85  percent  of  the  total  unit)  contain  primarily  Sicka 
spruce  and/or  western  hemlock  over  the  "drained-site"  species.  Timber 
stands,   rated  moderate  to  high  (3  to  5  on  a  scale  of  5)   for  harvest 
activities,   are  found  over  large  areas.     Even  in  heavily  timbered 
areas,   the  tree  species  are  found  on  the  drier  sites  on  the  ridges, 
separated  by  marsh  or  muskeg  containing  meandering  streams.  Outside 
of  these  heavy- timber  areas,   the  majority  of  the  timber  is  not 
considered  operable,   or  does  not  constitute  a  significant  component. 

Lodgepole  pine  is  found  in  the  Pike  Lakes  area  and  is  probably  ac  "he 
western  edge  of  its  range.     Other  unique  Pike  Lakes  area  plant  species 
are  Oregon  crabapple,   deer  cabbage,  Labrador  tea  and  mountain  hemlock. 

There  are  approximately  12,940  acres  of  forested  lands,   of  which 
10,581  acres  are  classified  as  commercial  forest  land  (CFL) .  There 
are  379  acres  classified  as  riparian  old  growth  and  5,723  acres  as 
nonriparian  old  growth.     Approximately  959  acres  are  classed  as 
muskeg.     Muskeg  is  interspersed  within  other  types  in  units  too  small 
to  map.     Therefore,   the  acreage  for  muskeg  may  be  substantially 
understated . 

(c)  Soils:     The  majority  of  the  soils  for  the  Upper  Situk  lowlands 
are  youthful  soils  of  glac io - fluvial  and  fluvial  origin.     The  base 
material  is  variable  and  consists  of  igneous,   metamorphic  and 
sedimentary  rocks.     Terrain  is  generally  gently  sloping.  Other 
features,   such  as  mature  soils   (unglaciated  remnants)   occur,   but  only 
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Co  a  liraiced  extenc.     Recent  glaciacion,   and  on-going  uplift  has,  and 
does,   affect  soil  development.     Groundwater  over  most  of  the  area  is 
at  or  near  the  surface.     Large  portions  of  the  roadless  area  are 
poorly  drained  organic  soils. 

(d)     Fish  Resource:     There  are  the  headwaters  of  two  major  stream 
systems   (the  Situk  and  Arhnklin  Rivers)   in  the  area  which  are 
identified  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  as  important  for 
producing  salmon.     There   is  no  estimate  for  fish  production  just  for 
the  headwater  areas,   but  total  annual  production  for  the   two  streams 
is  estimated  at  more   than  30,000  salmon.      Five  species  of  Pacific 
salmon,   valuable  for  commercial,   subsistence  and  sport  use,    spawn  and 
rear  in  the  area.     Steelhead  and  cutthroat   trout,    stickleback,  DoIIv 
Varden  char,   and  smelt  are  found  in  the  many  lowland  rivers  and 
streams.     A  unique  species,    the  northern  pike,    is  located  in  Pike 
Lakes;    this  is  the  only  known  population  outside  of  the  interior.  It 
is  unknown  how  they  came  to  be  located  here.     There   is  some  commercial 
"set  net"  fishing  along  the  coast.     Sport  fishing  use  is  moderate  to 
light.     Commercial  fishers  and  subsistence  users  utilize  fish  camps 
located  along  the  Bay. 

Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the  Tongass  Land  Management 
Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game   (ADF&G)  in 
their  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).     These  ratings  describe 
the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish  and  estuaries.  The 
following  table  lists  nine  VCU's  rated  high  to  very  high  for 
commercial  or  sport  fisheries  values. 


Sport 

Comm . 

Sport  Comm 

Dank  Forest 

362C 

X 

X 

Situk 

River 

366C 

X  X 

Unnamed 

363C 

X 

X 

Dark 

Forest 

373C 

X  X 

Old  Situk 

364C 

X 

X 

Moser 

Creek 

374C 

X  X 

Lower  Russell 

365C 

X 

X 

Miller  Creek 

375C 

X  X 

Fiord 

Pike 

Lakes 

376C 

X  X 

There  are  three  VCU's  containing  highly  valued  estuaries:  Chicago 
Harbor  (361C),   Situk  River  (  366C)   and  Lower  Russell  Fiord  (3650^ 

(e)     Wildlife  Resource:     The  Yakutat  Forelands  area  (which  includes 
the  Upper  Situk  roadless  area)  support  a  rich  wildlife  population, 
both  in  numbers  and  species  diversity.     Larger  mammal  species  include 
both  brown  and  black  bears,  moose,  wolverines  and  wolves.     There   is  a 
remnant  Sitka  black- tailed  deer  population,   left  from  transplant 
efforts  in  the  1940' s.     The  smaller  animals  include  several  furbearers 
(mink,   marten,  beaver)  and  rodents,   such  as  mice  and  snowshoe  hare,  as 
well  as  several  amphibian  species. 

There  are  few  resident  bird  species;   however,    the  area  is  heavilv  usod 
by  migratory  species,  both  for  nesting  and  resting  and  includes 
waterfowl,   such  as  the  trumpeter  swan,   and  raptors,   such  as   the  bald 
eagle  and  peregrine  falcon.     l«7hile  not  within  the  bovindaries  of  the 
roadless  area,   humpback  and  gray  whales,    seals,    sealions.  orcas, 
dolphins  and  porpoises  can  sometimes  be  seen  from  the  beach  areas. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C-526 


Inventoried  habitat  for  black  bear,  brown  bear,  pine  marten,  and  red 
squirrel  total  15,035  acres.  Habitat  for  other  management  indicator 
species  include  mountain  goat   (3,781  acres). 

(f)     Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:     There  are  no  known  Threatened 
or  Endangered  plant  or  animal  species  resident  to  the  Upper  Situk 
area.     The  peregrine  falcon  appears  as  a  migratory  user.     The  bald 
eagle,   a  protected  species,    is  found  all  along  the  coastal  zone  and 
the  larger  rivers.     There  are  several  special  interest  plant  species 
within  the  roadless  area. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     There  are  six  VCU's   (1,836  acres) 
allocated  as  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   1  -  Nonwilderness  in  the  Tongass 
Land  Management  Plan  (1979) .     They  were  originally  proposed  as  part  of  the 
Russell  Fiord  Wilderness,  but  were  not  included  in  the  final  designation. 
There  is  two  VCU's  (359  acres)  allocated  to  LUD  2  which  provides  for 
management  of  the  area  in  an  unroaded  state  to  retain  the  wildland 
character . 

There  is  one  VCU  (1,455  acres)  designated  as  LUD  3,  which  allows  for 
management  of  the  land  for  a  variety  of  uses,  with  emphasis  on  managing  the 
uses  and  activities  in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide  for 
the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.     This  area  have  a  high  use  or  high 
amenity  value  in  conjunction  with  a  high  commodity  value.     Four  VCU's 
(6,224  acres)   are  allocated  to  LUD  4,   which  provides   for  intensive  resource 
management  and  development,   consistent  with  provisions  to  protect  physical 
and  biological  productivity. 

Other  than  fisheries  habitat  enhancement,  few  Forest  Service  management 
activities  have  occurred  within  the  roadless  area.  Habitat  improvement 
projects  for  moose  and  fisheries  are  planned  for  the  1989  field  season. 
There  is  one  maintained  trail. 

Additional  uses  include  sport  fishing  and  hunting,   subsistence  fishing, 
hunting  and  trapping,   and  commercial  fishing.     Outfitting  and  guide  servic^^ 
is  a  major  business  in  the  Yakutat  area.     Although  oil  and  gas  exploration 
has  been  done  in  the  recent  past,   such  activities  are  not  occurring  at 
present.     There  are  several  cabins  and  camps  under  special  use  permit 
associated  with  fish,   outfitter/guide  or  subsistence  camps.     There   is  some 
woodgathering  primarily  along  Che  southern  boundary  around  the  harvest 
areas  and  around  cabin/camp  areas.     Logging  and  road  construction 
activities  have  occurred  on  the  western  and  southern  boundaries. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  Upper  Situk  area  itself 
generally  appears  unmodified.     Exceptions  within  the  area  are  evidence  of 
former  oil  and  gas  exploration  sites  and  the  various  cabins/camps.  The 
inland  sites  generally  are  not  obtrusive,  except  at  short  range.  The 
coastal  sites  are  more  visible.     Sites  used  in  the  past  are  raostlv 
reclaimed  by  vegetation.     Most  of  the  activity  was,   and  is,    located  along 
the  coast. 
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Rock  pics,   used  during  road  construction,   are  located  in  several  sites 
along  Forest  Highway  10,   and  are  often  served  by  short  access  roads.  These 
are   included  in  the  evaluation  area,   but  can  be  easily  excluded.  Several 
have  been  modified  for  fisheries  habitat. 

All- terrain  vehicle   (ATV)   use  is  highly  evident  along  the  beaches,  river 
bottoms,   muskegs  and  upland  trails.     This  activity  does  affect  the  apparent 
naturalness  from  close  range;    the  overall  impact  will  rate  moderate. 

Harvest  activity  is  visible  along  the  southwestern  and  southern  boundaries, 
especially  in  the   intrusion  areas.     However,   because  of  terrain,  the 
logging  is  not  visible   from  a  distance  and  does  not  affect  the  vast 
majority  of  the  roadless  area.     There  is  little  timber  over  approximately 
15  percent  of  the  area;   most  of  the  vegetation  consists  of  groundcover  or 
low-growing  shrubs  and  short  trees.     The  areas  covered  by  timber  (85 
percent)   contain  stands  with  size  classes  from  seedling/saplings  to  large 
mature/overmature  trees.     The  heavily  timbered  areas  are  primarily  in  the 
middle  one-half  of  the  evaluation  area. 

The  visual  character  type  for  the  evaluation  area  is  the  Cordova- Yakutat , 
consisting  of  a  coastal  plain  marked  by  longitudinal  beach  and  dune  ridges, 
crossed  by  outwash  plains  and  moraines,   and  backed  by  marine  ridges  to 
several  hundred  feet  in  height.     The  area  is  characterized  by  a  great 
variety  of  water  forms,   including  glacial  streams,  meandering  lowland 
streams  and  small  lakes.     The  ocean  surf  is  a  key  water  form.     The  area 
just  to  the  north  of  the  evaluation  area  lies  in  the  Coast  Range  visual 
character  type,   forming  a  strongly  contrasting  land  form.     The  view 
distance  over  much  of  the  area  is  relatively  short  because  of  the  flat, 
rolling  terrain  combined  with  dense  vegetation. 

The  evaluation  area  is  inventoried  as  37  percent  Variety  Class  A 
(Distinctive),    16  percent  Variety  Class  B  (Common)   and  47  percent  Varietv 
Class  C  (Minimal) .     The  majority  of  the  area  (97  percent)   is  inventoried  as 
an  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)   I,  which  appears  untouched  by  human 
activity.     The  balance  of  the  area  is  generally  inventoried  as  an  EVC  II  (,2 
percent)  ,   or  areas  in  which  changes  to  the  landscape  are  not  noticed  bv  tlio 
average  visitor  and  an  EVC  IV  (1  percent),   or  areas   in  which  changes   in  tho 
landscape  are  easily  noticed  by  the  average  visitor,   and  may  attract  some 
attention . 

(8)     Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  area  to  the  southwest  and 
south  of  the  Upper  Situk  area  has  been  highly  modified  by  logging  and 
development.     There  has  been,  and  currently  is,   logging  in  the  western  and 
southern  portion  of  the  lowlands,  adjacent  to  the  roadless  area 
boundaries.     Intrusions  into  the  roadless  area  (but  excluded  from  it)  are 
timber  harvest  areas,  primarily  associated  with  a  blowdown  episode  in 
1981.     Forest  Highway  10  runs  along  the  entire  southern  boundary. 

The  Yakutat  airport  is  not  far  removed  from  the  roadless  area;  therefore 
users  in  the  western  portion  of  the  area  may  be  subjected  to  some  noise 
from  the  airport.     There  are  commercial  flights  over  the  coast,    to  the 
south.     Most  of  the  activities  outside  the  roadless  area  are  not  visual  Lv 
apparent  to  users  because  of  the  terrain/vegetation  features;  however, 
traffic  noise  on  Forest  Highway  10  is  audible  for  some  distance   into  the 
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roadless  area.     There   is  some  water-borne  activity  in  the  coastal  waters; 
however,    there  is  no  disturbance  from  these  activities. 

The  Russell  Fiord  Wilderness  Area  is  located  adjacent  to  the  Upper  Situk 
Roadless  Area  on  the  north,   and  the  Yakutat  Forelands   (#339)  Roadless 
Evaluation  Area  is   located  to  the  south  of  Forest  Highway  10. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Attractions  of  the  area 
include  wildlife  viewing,   sports  hunting  and  fishing,   and  camping  in 
association  with  other  activities.     The  numerous  small  lakes  and  streams 
provide  a  variety  of  fishing  sites.     There  are  small  boat  anchorages  at 
various  places  along  the  coast. 

The  area  contains  four  inventoried  recreation  places  which  contain  6 , 140 
acres.     There  is  one  trail,   located  along  the  Situk  River,  north  from 
Forest  Highway  10. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  roadless  area  is  a 
long,  very  narrow  strip,  approximately  25  miles  long  and  averaging  less 
than  two  miles  in  width  (range  is  from  a  few  hundred  feet  to  more  than  five 
miles).     Only  the  southern  and  western  boundaries  are  defined  by  a  physical 
boundary,   i.e..   Forest  Highway  10  and  Yakutat  Bay.     The  intrusions  of 
timber  harvest  areas  are  defined  by  the  treatment  unit  boundaries.  The 
entire  northern  boundary  is  the  Russell  Fiord  Wilderness  boundary,  which  is 
legally  described,  but  not  tied  to  readily  identified  physical  points.  The 
southwestern  boundary  abuts  private  lands,   roads  or  development.  The 
presence  of  roads  and/or  private  lands  to  the  west  may  reduce  the 
manageability  of  the  area.     While  the  wilderness  character  of  the 
evaluation  area  may  be  questioned,    if  it  were  left  in  an  unroaded 
management  condition  (primitive  unroaded,  wilderness  management,  et 
cetera),    it  would  compliment  the  Russell  Fiord  Wilderness  Area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  basically  unmodified.     There  is 
modification  in  the  form  of  cabins  and  camps;   they  are  widely  scattered  and 
are  fairly  unobtrusive.     The  western  portion  of  the  area  has  received  heavv 
off -road  vehicle  use,   particularly  in  the  muskegs.     They  are  visuallv 
apparent  from  the  air,   but  are  much  less  so  from  ground  level.     The  entire 
southern  boundary  has  been  highly  modified  by  logging  and  road 
construction.     Past  modification  within  the  area  has  included  fur  farms  .inu 
and  oil/gas  exploration  sites.     These  are  evident  to  most  on-site 
observers . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     The  opportunity  for  solitude  is  high  over 
much  of  the  Upper  Situk,  because  of  the  proximity  of  the  Russell  Fiord 
Wilderness.     The  area  is  relatively  easy  to  access,  has  a  moderate  degree 
of  visitor  use  and  is  relatively  close  to  various  activities,  including 
timber  harvest  on  private  and  National  Forest  lands  and  traffic  on  Forest 
Highway  10.     These  are  the  locations  people  tend  to  concentrate.  There 
will  be  some  disruption  by  overhead  flights  of  small  aircraft,  combined 
with  some  powerboat  use  along  the  coast.     However,   Lake  Redfield,  Pike 
Lakes  and  other  locations  distant  from  the  concentrated  use  areas  are 
relatively  isolated  and  give  an  opportunity  for  solitude 
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(4)     Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
semi -primitive  motorized  and  semi  -  primitive  non-motorized  opportunities. 
It  is  evident  that  both  offroad  and  highway  vehicles  use  the  area.  The 
following  are  as   inventoried  with  che  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS^ 
sys  tem : 

ROS  Class  Acres 


Primitive  I  (PI) 

100 

Primitive  II  (P2) 

20 

Roaded  Natural  (RN) 

620 

Roaded  Modified  (RM) 

80 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 

8, 138 

Serai-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 

5,559 

No  ROS 

518 

The  area  contains  four  recreation  places,    totalling  6,140  acres. 

ROS  CUiSS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

RN  1  540  1,680 

RM  1  ^  80  13,918 

SPM  2  5,520  18,459 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):     The  Pike 
Lakes  area  is  of  ecological  and  geological  interest  because  of  the  unique 
plant  associations,   fish  species  and  residual  soils/geologic  features.  The 
area  ranges  from  a  constantly  changing,   uplifting  coastal  area  to  a  remn.inr 
area  untouched  by  the  last  glacial  period  to  a  young,   developing  ecosvstom 
on  immature  or  undeveloped  soils.     The  presence  of  wildlife  species  such  as 
eagles,   brown  bears,   black  bears   (including  the  glacier  bear  color  phase"), 
moose  and  the  many  different  migratory  bird  species  provide  for  wildlife 
observation.     The  coastline  provides  for  beachcombing  opportunities. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Recreation  potential  includes  the 
opportunity  for  trail  corridors  along  several  of  the  rivers  and 
accessing  several  lakes.     Trailheads  could  easily  be  accessed  from  the 
coast  or  from  the  road  system  to  the  south.     Sport  fishing  and  huntitig 
are  popular  in  the  area;   moose  hunting  and  steelhead  fishing  are  major 
activities.   The  limited  terrain  features  in  the  lowlands  probablv 
would  not  generate  much  interest  unto  themselves. 

There  are  no  identified  recreation  facilities  development  planned  in 
the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan,   as  amended  in  1985-86   (TLMP) . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  management  activities  probablv  would 
increase  production  of  salmonids  within  the  evaluation  area;  howi?v^n'. 
there  are  no  estimates  for  increases.     Past  management  activities  luivo 
been  aimed  at  downstream  habitat  improvement.     Much  of  the  current 
management  emphasis  centers  around  mitigation  associated  with  the 
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possible  overflow  of  Lake  Russell.     There  are  numerous  fisheries 
research  projects  in  progress  on  the  Situk  River.     The  objectives  of 
this  research  are  to  recommend  enhancement  and  mitigation  projects  on 
the  Yakutat  Forelands.     Projects  identified  in  TLMP  include  stream 
habitat  improvement  project  in  one  VCU  and  non-stream  habitat  projects 
in  five  VCU ' s . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  is  potential  for  improvement  of  moose 
habitat  with  increases   in  numbers  and  survival.     There  are  no  habitat 
improvement  activities  currently  underway;   research  plots  are  planned 
for  adjoining  areas   in  the  future.     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan, 
as  amended,    identified  habitat  improvement  projects  for  moose   in  one 
VCU. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  8,561  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  339  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth  and  5,264  acres  of  nonriparian  old  growth.     The  potential 
for  timber  management  in  the  Upper  Situk  Roadless  Area  is  high  for 
those  areas  containing  operable  timber  stands.     Present  market 
situations  make  the  timber  inoperable,  because  of  export 
restrictions.     However,  were  the  market  to  strengthen,   the  situation 
could  change.     The  existing  road  system  combined  with  the  flat  terrain 
makes  access  relatively  simple.     While  marsh  and  muskeg  areas  restrict 
road  construction,   it  is  not  prohibitive.     Most  of  the  operable  timber 
stands  are  located  in  VCU's  364C,   366C,   373C  and  375C.     These  stands 
are  generally  mature/overmature  and  a  high  volume  per  acre. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  a-re  ten  special  use  permits  fot 
fish  and  subsistence  camps  and  outfitter/guide  activities.  The 
potential  for  increase  in  permit  applications  is  moderate.  The 
proximity  to  Yakutat  and  good  access  via  the  existing  road  system 
makes  the  area  popular  for  hunting.     The  probable  increase  in 
applications  would  be  in  requests  for  facilities  associated  with 
subsistence  and  outfitter/guide  activities. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  opportunity  for  mineral  development  appears  low. 
There  are  no  known  deposits  of  minerals  suitable  for  development.  Oil 
and  gas  exploration  has  occurred  -   the  potential  for  development 
appears  to  be  high.     The  entire  Forelands  have  been  identified  by  the 
U.S.D.I.,   Geologic  Survey  as  a  "Most  Favorable  Petroleum  Reserve 
Area".     However,  development  activities  have  not  been  initiated. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     There  are  two  inventoried 
potential  Research  Natural  Area,   located  at  Pike  Lakes  and  Mountain 
Lake . 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)     Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 
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(b)  Insects  and  Disease:     There  are  no  epidemic   insect  or  disease 
conditions.     However,   storm  blowdown  is  historically  significant. 
Slowdown  is  followed  by  widespread,   very  rapid  buildup  by  the  striped 
ambrosia  beetle.     These  attacks  cause  rapid  deterioration   (value  loss) 
in  the  downed  timber.      In  addition,    the-old  growth  stands  are  highlv 
susceptible-  to  mortality  from  rots  and  windthrow. 

(c)  Land  Status:     There  are  no  non-National  Forest  System  lands 
located  with  in  the  roadless  area.      Lands  along  the  Situk  River  have 
tentatively  selected  by  Sealaska,    the  regional  Native  Corporation; 
however,    the  transfer  of  property  rights  has  not  occurred.     Until  such 
time  as   the  transfer  has  taken  place  or  has  be  dropped,    land  is 
restricted . 


d.     Relationship  to  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Russell  Fiord 
Wilderness  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Upper  Situk  area.  The 
Yakutat  Forelands   (#339)   Roadless  Evaluation  Area  lies  to  the  south,  across 
Forest  Highway  10.     The  Brabazon  Addition  (#338),   another  roadless 
evaluation  area,    is  located  five  miles  to  the  east  and  north,   east  of  the 
Wilderness. 


(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (Accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  180  290 

Sitka  (Pop.  8,041)  190  260 

Cordova  (Pop.  1,900)  230  250 

Anchorage  (Pop.  235,000)  390  680 

Yakutat  has  twice-daily  commercial  air  service,   both  north-  and 
southbound.     There  is  no  ferry  service;    the  closest  Alaska  Marine  Higliwav 
terminals  at  Hoonah  to  the  east  and  Cordova  to  the  west. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  areas:     The  Upper  Situk  Evaluation  Area  is  not  within 
any  moratorium  area,   nor  is   it  proposed  for  wilderness  management. 

(b)  Local  users/residents:     The  nearest  community  is  Yakutat 
(population  588),   about  16  miles  to  the  southwest.     Basically  all  use 
of  the  area  comes  from  local  residents,   except  for  some  sports  huncint^ 
and  fishing  by  fly- in  nonresidents.     Primary  activities  are 
subsistence  hunting  and  fishing. 

(c)  Concerns  of  local  residents:     The  general  feelings  of  the  local 
residents  seem  to  favor  a  primitive/semi -primitive  designation  for  tho 
area,   without  it  becoming  a  Wilderness  Management  Area.     The  reasons 
revolve  around  restrictions  associated  with  the  wilderness  designation 
and  the  lack  of  future  management  options,   were   the  area   to  be 
allocated  to  wilderness. 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME: 


Call  (501) 


ACRES   (GROSS):     137,329       ACRES   (NFS):  108,260 


CEOZONE:     K09  . 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:  SouChern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


Descripcion 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  Cable  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Conunents 


Meares 

637  , 

22 

Tlevak 

638 

22 

Bobs  Bay 

639 

22 

Divers  Bay 

640 

22 

Foul  Bay 

641 

21 

Manhatten 

642 

23 

Sakle 

643 
644 

22 

Cold  Harbor 

645 

• 

23 

Devil  Lake 

646 

23 

Welcome 

647 

22 

Waterfall  Bay 

648 
649 

22 

Rose  Inlet 

650 

22 

Gold  Harbor 

651 

22 

Gooseneck 

653 

22 

Grace  Harbor 

654 

22 

Ritter  Point 

655 
656 
659 

22 

Pond  Bay 

660 

22 

Security  Cove 

661 

22 

Kolgani 

662 

22 

Datzkoo 

663 

23 

Liscome  Bay 

664 

20 

Wolk 

665 

22 

Mcleod  Bay 

666 

22 

Cape  Muzon 

667 

21 

Kolangles 

668 

22 

Stripe  Mountain 

866 

23 

Not  rated 


Not  rated 


Not 
Not 


rated 
ra  ted 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  used 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(2)  History:     Dall  Island  has  a  significant  history  in  the  Native 
culture.     Native  cultures  are  known  to  have  occupied  sites  on  Dall  Island 
for  two  to  three   thousand  years.     Because  of  this  history,   large  blocks 
have  been  selected  by  the  Native  Corporations  as  part  of  their  land 
entitlement,   and  several  traditional  use  sites  have  been  selected. 

In  recent  history,    the  bays  and  harbors  on  the  sheltered  east  side  of  the 
island  have  served  the  commercial  fishing  industrv  as   fish  buying  statiotis, 
canneries,   salteries,   and  anchorages. 

There   is  one  recreation  use  cabin  located  on  the  southern  part  of  the 
is  land . 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     Dall  Island  is  the  largest  island  off  the  west 
coast  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island.     The  northern  tip  of  the  island  is 
about  20  rail.es  southwest  of  Craig,     The  island  is  about  50  miles   long  from 
northern  to  southern  tip.     Access  is  by  boat  and  floatplane. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  rugged 
mountains,   an  irregular  coast  with  many  bays  and  inlets,  numerous  short 
drainages,  and  a  few  freshwater  lakes.     The  maximum  elevation  is  3,200  feet 
with  a  significant  amount  of  alpine  vegetation  above  2,000  feet.     There  are 
232  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     The  Dall  Island  Roadless  Area  also 
includes  a  number  of  small  islands  located  off  its  coast  and  within  its 
bays  and  inlets. 

.  (5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     This  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  SoucIiol'i: 
Outer  Island  Geographic  Province.     The  Southern  Island  Geographic 
Province  is  generally  characterized  as  having  rolling  subdued  to 
localized  rugged  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component.     There  are   1,737  acres  ot 
muskeg  and  2,715  acres  of  alpine  vegetation. 

There  are  approximately  94,551  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  64,055 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
53,225  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,953  acres  are  ripnri.iii 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock.     Soil  depths  are  up  to  40  inches. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (  1983').  Theso 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  es tuaries . 
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Of  Che  30  VCU's  comprising  this  roadless  area  20  are  rated  as  high 

value  for  sport  fish.  VCU's  643,  645,  655,  659,  661,  666,  and  668  are 
rated  high,  for  estuary  value. 

(e)     Wildlife  Resource:     Dall  Island  has  large  populations  of  Sitka 

black-tailed  deer  and  black  bear,   otter,   beaver,  and  other  small  land 

mammals.     Sea  birds  and  mammals  are  prevalent  on  the  outside  coast, 

islands,   and  rocks.     An  occasional  puffin  can  be  seen. 


(f)     Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 


(6)     Current  Use  and  Management;     About  95,913  acres  were  allocated  to  Land 
Use  Designation  4   (LUD  4)  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.     The  LUD 
area  is  to  be  managed  for  its  commodity  and  market  values.     Small  areas  on 
the  southern  tip  of  Dall  Island  was  allocated  to  LUD  2   (9,406  acres)  and 
LUD  3   (2,883  acres).     The  LUD  2  area  is  to  be  managed  in  the  roadless 
condition,   and  the  LUD  3  area  for  mix  of  amenity  and  commodity  values. 

There  has  been  little  active  management  of  the  land  area.     One  recreation 
use  cabin  is  located  on  the  southern  part  of  Dall  Island.     A  few  local 
residents  travel  to  the  east  side  of  the  island  and  hike  overland  to  the 
beaches  on  the  outer  coast. 


Subsistence  use  takes  place  on  Dall  Island. 


(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  Dall  Island  Roadless  Area  is 
part  of  the  Coastal  Hills  character  type  which  is  characterized  bv  rolling 
to  moderately  steep  terrain,   with  predominantly  rounded  summits,  and 
elevations  up  to  4,000  feet.     Dall  Island  is,    for  the  most  part,  ve#,' 
representative  of  this  character  type,   except  for  the  extremely  rugged 
coastline  and  terrain  along  portions  of  the  outer  coast. 

About  35  percent  of  this  area  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  A  (a  high 
degree  of  landscape  diversity  relative  to  its  character  type).  These 
Variety  Class  A  landscapes  are  generally  on  the  outer  coast  and  include 
primarily  the  rugged  headlands  and  rockforms  found  all  along  this  coast. 

All  of  the  National  Forest  lands   in  this  area  are  rated  as  Tvpe  I  Existing 
Visual  Condition  where  the  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  bv  human 
activity,    though  the  Native  lands  adjacent  to  this  roadless  area  (.generallv 
on  the  eastern  half  of  Dall  Island)  have  begun  to  be   intensively  roaded  and 
logged. 

(8)  Surroundings  (Exteimal  Influences):     Some  portions  of  the  roadless 
area  provide  views  of  intensively  managed  timber  stands  or  Native  lands  on 
the  east  side  of  Dall  Island. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,    the  scenery,   the  saltwater  bays  and  inlets,   and  the  opportunitv 
to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this  countrv  may 
all  be  attractions.     The  spectacular  cliffs  with  sea  caves  and  the  beaches 
on  the  outer  coast  are  of  special  interest.     The  area  contains  13 
inventoried  recreation  places   totaling  38,800  acres. 


AxNALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January  31,  1990 


C-536 


b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is  well 
defined  by  saltwater  and  adjacent  Native  owned  lands  are  surveyed.  There 
appears   to  be  nothing  that  would  prevent  management  of  this  area  in  the 
roadless  condition.     The  large  amount  of  private  land  on  the  east  side  of 
Dall  Island  could  reduce  the  wilderness  experience  level  for  small  parts  of 
the  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:  The  natural  integrity  of  this  area  is  rather  good 
except  for  the  large  blocks  of  Native -owned  land  on  the  east  boundary  tend 
to  f ractionalize  the  east  side  of  this  roadless  area. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  excellent  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  this  roadless  area  with  the  possible  exception  of  that  area  adjacent 
to  the  Native  lands.     In  much  of  the  roadless  area  people  are  unlikely  to 
encounter  others  for  the  duration  of  their  visit.     The  outer  coast  provides 
the  opportunity  for  exceptional  solitude  on ' an  ocean  beach  environment. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation: 


ROS  class  Acres 

Primitive  I   (PI)  76,763 

Primitive  II  (P2)  24,630 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  4,850 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  778 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  B^  RVDS 

PI  6  23,433  6,630 

P2  6  15,108  9,100 

RM  1  259  740 


(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 

high-energy  outer  coastline  is  a  special  feature.     Along  this  coast  there 
are  several  sea  caves  with  evidence  of  ancient  Native  occupancy  or  use. 
Also  of  interest  are  the  rugged  headlands  and  cliffs  that  face   the  ocean, 
particularly  along  the  southern  coast  of  this  island. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     This  area  has  excellent  potential  for 
development  of  interesting  cross- island  trails.     The  only  realistic 
way  for  most  visitors  to  get  to  and  use  the  outer  coast  beaches   is  co 
hike  cross-country  from  east  side  bays  and  anchorages.  Currently, 
there  are  no  established  trails  to  serve  this  purpose.     There  are 
excellent  sites  for  Forest  Service  Public  Use  Cabins  in  the  major  bnvs 
on  the  outside  coast.     With  careful  planning,   there  may  be 
opportunities  to  interpret  cultural  resources  on  Dall  Island. 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:     The   recencly  completed   fish  habitat   inventory  of 
Dall  Island  indicates  that  there  is  excellent  opportunity  to  improve 
the  quality  and  availability  of  salmon  spawning  habitat  on  a  number  of 
streams;   although,   no  projects  are  planned  at  this  time. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  indications   that  habitat  is 
deficient  for  any  of  the  species   living  within  this  roadless  area.   ■  No 
wildlife  habitat  improvement  or  population  enhancement  projects  are 
planned . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are   51,578  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  3,953  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth  and  46,486  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  is  one  special  use  permit  for  a 
short  powerline  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Dall  Island. 

(f)  Minerals:  There  is  some  potential  for  mineral  activity.  There 
are  several  located  mining  claims  on  the  south  and  southcentral  part 
of  Dall  Island.  None  of  these  claims  are  currently  in  a  development 
or  production  mode. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 
(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Dall  Island's  west  coast  is  exposed  to  the  open  ocean.  This 
high-energy  coast  is  not  suitable  for  boat  or  floatplane  access. 
Natives  have  acquired  almost  all  land  surrounding  good  anchorages 
along  the  east  coast.     Ownership  patterns  and  very  rough  topographv 
complicate  potential  access  for  timber  cutting,    recreation  facilitv 
construction,   and  other  management  activities. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:  All  of  this  roadl  ess  area  is  National  Forest  Svstem 
land.  There  are  no  Native  or  State  land  selections  pending  within  the 
area . 

Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
separated  from  nearby  roadless  areas  by  saltwater. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 
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Conimunity 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705) 

Craig  (Pop.  915) 

Hydaburg  (Pop.  385) 


190 
45 
18 
15 


220 
90 
30 
20 


Hollis,    located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,    is   the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"raoratoriura"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents :     The  area  receives  local  use  for 
subsistence  activities.     Local  residents  travel  to  Dall  Island  and 
hike  overland  to  the  west  coast  beaches  for  recreation  purposes. 

e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Sueraez   (502)  ACRES   (GROSS):     37.164  ACRES   (NFS):  36,327 

GEOZONE:  K09 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  18 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Cominents 


Cabras  633  23 

Santa  Cruz  634  23 

Port  Rufugio  635  '  24 

Arena  Cove  636  22 

Meares  637  22 


(2)  History:     Suemez  Islands'   history  evolves  around  use  by  Native 
cultures,   early  1900  commercial  fisheries  and,    in  recent  years,  timber 
harvest.     The  State  has  selected  one  parcel  of  land  in  the  Port  Delores 
area. 

Forest  Service  activity  on  the  island  has  been  confined  to  timber 
management . 

(3)  Location  and  Access:  Suemez  Island  is  located  off  the  west  coast  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  Island  and  about  15  miles  southwest  of  Craig.  Access 
is  by  boat  and  floatplane. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  island  is  characterized  by  rugged 
mountains  around  the  coast  and  moderate  to  flat  topography  in  its  center. 
The  highest  elevation  is  2,100  feet.     The  59  miles  of  saltwater  shore  Line 
is  very  irregular,   rugged,   and  includes  several  large  bays. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:  The  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 
geographic  province.  This  province  is  characterized  by  rolling 
subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar. 

There  are  approximately  35,323  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  22,10? 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
17,224  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,379  are   riparian  old 
growth . 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  sport  fish,   commercial  fish,  and 
estuaries.  « 

VCU  635  rated  as  high  value  for  commercial  fish. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer  and  black  bear.     There  are  small  populations  of 
small  mammals  and  land  birds.     Along  the  coast  there  are  large  nuiiibei' 
of  sea  birds  and  a  few  sea  mammals.     The  high  cliffs  may  provide  nesr 
sites  for  falcons. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)  4.     The  LUD  4  areas  aro 
to  be  managed  for  their  commodity  and  market  values.     However,    the  Sueinez 
Island  Management  Plan  does  recognize  and  protect,    to  a  great  degree,  the 
recreation  and  scenic  values  of  the  Arena  Cove  and  Cape  Felix  areas. 

The  east-central  part  of  the  island  has  been  harvested  as  part  of  an 
independent  timber  sale.     Currently,    two  independent  timber  sales  are  be  in 
prepared  for  the  east-central  part  of  the  island. 

Some  dispersed  recreation  occurs  on  the  island,  primarily  deer  and  bear 
hunting.     There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  on  the  island  and 
none  are  planned  at  this  time,   though  there  has  been  much  discussion  of  a 
trail  linking  Port  Refugio  to  the  Arena  Cove  area. 

Some  subsistence  use  is  occurring  on  Suemez  Island. 
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(7)     Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  is  part  of  the  Coastal 
Hills  character  tvpe  which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep  landfonns, 
predominantly  rounded  summits,   elevations   to  4,500   feet,    and   f lat - floored , 
U-shaped  valleys.     Numerous   island  groups  are  common  in  this  character 
type.     This  island,   with  its  elevations  over  2,000  feet,    is  very 
representative  of  this  character  type. 

Eighteen  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  as  a  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  unique  for  the  character  type).  The 
outstanding  scenic  features  are  primarily  along  the  southern  coast  of  the 
island   from  Arena  Cove   to   the  Cape   Felix,  area.     This  coast  exhibits   a  wide 
variety  of  unique  scenic   features,    including  long,   broad  sand  beaches, 
diverse  rockv  beaches  and  coves,   volcanic  rock  forms,   and  unique   intertidr.  I 
rock  forms  and  other  beach  features.     The  rest  of  the  area  is  inventoried 
as  a  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  features  common  to  the  character 
type ) . 

Almost  the  entire  area  is  in  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  (where  the 
natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity) .     A  small 
portion  of  the  Port  Refugio  area  is  in  a  Type  IV  visual  condition  (where 
recent  timber  harvest  has  resulted  in  changes  to  the  natural  landscape  that 
are  easi  ly  noticeable  to  observers  but  tend  to  blend  in  with  natural 
landscape  features) . 

(3)     Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  timber  harvest  in  the  Port 
Rufugio  area  reduces  the  natural  appearance  of  a  small  part  of  the  island. 
Future  logging  will  amplify  this  effect.     It  is  probable  that  a  small 
community  or  recreation  res idences  will  be  developed  on  the  State   land  - 
located  in  Port  Delores. 

Waterfall,   a  world  class  fishing  resort,    is  located  across  Ulloa  Channel 
east  of  Port  Rufugio. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural   features  of 
the  area,   the  scenery,   the  saltwater  bays  and  inlets,   and  the  opportunicy 
to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this  country  mav 
all  be  attractions.     The  spectacular  cliffs  with  sea  caves  and  volcniiic 
formations  on  the  south  and  west  coast  are  of*  special  interest,   as  are  clio 
long  and  wide  sand  beaches  rimming  Arena  Cove.     The  area  contains  six 
inventoried  recreation  places  containing  7,068  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  Pacific  Ocean  or 
large,   open  saltwater  channels  make  up  the  southern,   western  and  northern 
boundaries  of  this  area,   making  these  boundaries  easy  to  manage.  The 
eastern  boundary  of  the  roadless  area  is  an  irregularly  shaped  roaded  and 
logged  area.     This  boundary  will  be  more  difficult  to  manage  because  it 
crosses  relatively  flat  terrain  with  no  identifiable  ridge   lines  or  other 
natural  boundary  features. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  natural  integrity  is  limited  because  the 
existing  timber  harvest  area  extends   into  the  center  of  the   island  c:iusint', 
the  roadless  area  to  be  somewhat  disjointed. 
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(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     When  there  is  no  logging  occurring  on  the  ■ 
island,    the  opportunity  for  solitude  within  this  roadless  area  is  very 
good.     Almost  all  of  the  hunting  on  the  island  occurs   in  the   logged  area. 
Persons  camped  within  the  roadless  area  are  unlikely  to  encounter  other 
individuals  during  their  stay. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Due  to  the  coastal  recreation 
attractions  and  the  remoteness  of  the  Island's  outer  coast,   there  are 
outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I   (PI)  9,305 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  17,043 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  2,138 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  7,568 

The  area  contains  six  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD ' S 

Pi  1  2,798  2,340 

SPNM  2  1,907  1.950 

SPM  1  658  4,826 

RM  2  1,705  3,120 

(5)  Special  Features   (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):     The  liiy;h 
coastal  cliffs,    including  ynique  volcanic  rock  formations  on  the  south  and 
west  sides,   are  of  special  interest.     These  cliffs  have  a  numbei'  of  sea 
caves  that  add  to  the  interest. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Excellent  potential  exists  for  developmenc 
of  trails  from  the  road  system  in  Port  Refugio  to  the  .Arena  Cove 
beaches  and  the  Cape  Felix  area.     There  are  also  identified  recreation 
cabin  or  shelter  sites  in  the  Arena  Cove  area.     Most  of  the  presenc 
recreation  use  in  the  vicinity  of  this   island  is  confined  Co  offshoci? 
salmon  fishing  and  crabbing  in  the  bays. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventory 
indicates  some  potential  for  habitat  improvement  for  salmon. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  The  area  is  very  good  habitat  for  deer  and 
bear.  There  are  no  plans  for  specific  habitat  improvement  projects 
for  these  or  other  species  of  wildlife. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  20,663  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  15,901  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,953  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 


(e)     Land  Use  Authorizations:  None 
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(f)  Minerals:     Mineral  development  potential   is  very  low. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 
(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  management  emphasis   for  this  area  has  been  for  timber 
management,   except  that  the  recreation,   scenic  and  geologic  values  of 
Che  Arena  Cove-Cape  Felix  area  have  been  recognized  by  protecting  the 
semi -primitive  to  primitive  recreation  experience   in  those  areas. 
Timber  sales  are  being  planned  for  the  rest  of  the  island. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:  The  State  has  made  one  small  land  selection  in  the 
Port  Delores  area.     There  are  no  private  inholdings. 

d.     Relationship  To  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:  This  roadless  area  is 
separated  from  Dall  Island  and  Outer  Islands  Roadless  Areas  by  saltwater. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows; 

Community  ^  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  190  220 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705)  35  90 

Craig  (Pop.  915)  15  18 

Klawock  (Pop.  777)  20  24 

Mollis,   located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,    is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  some  local  use  for 
subsistence  and  recreation  activity. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:  Outer  Islands  (503)  ACRES  (GROSS):  103,121  ACRES  (NFS):  102,331 
GEOZONE:  KIO 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  24 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

Noyes 

567 

22 

Lulu 

568 

25 

Baker 

569 

25 

Palisade 

626 

23 

Point  Pololano 

627 

22 

Point  Amargura 

628 

23 

629 

Not  Rated 

(2)     History:     The  Outer  Island  group  consists  of  six  major  of  islands: 
Lulu,   Noyes,   Baker,   San  Fernando,   St.    Ignace,   San  Juan  Bautista,  and 
numerous  smaller  islands  off  the  west  coast  of  Prince  of  Wales   Island.  Tho 
area  derives  its  Spanish  place  names  from  Spanish  explorations  which 
reached  this  area  in  the  early  19th  century,   although  no  permanent 
settlements  were  established.     The  six  major  islands  range  in  size  from 
5,800  to  33,000  acres.     The  area  has  a  significant  history  relating  to  clie 
early  day  commercial  fishing  industry.     These  islands  are  located  next  co 
the  major  offshore  salmon  fishing  grounds   in  Southeast  Alaska.  Noyes 
Island  was  a  site  for  fish  canneries  and  salteries.     All  islands  served  js 
shelters  and  anchorages  for  the  offshore  fishing  fleet.     Currently,  cheso 
bays  and  anchorages  are  used  by  the  floating  fish-buying  barges  and  the 
fishing  fleet. 

These  islands  have  a  significant  place  in  the  history  of  the  Alaskan  Native 
culture.     The  Outer  Islands  are  known  traditional -use  sites  for  the  ancient 
and  historic  Native  cultures.     Accordingly,   the  Natives  have  selected 
traditional -use  sites  on  the  northern  and  southern  ends  of  Noyes  Island, 
and  on  San  Juan  Bautista  Island. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongnss  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  usrci  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   Ln  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Outer  Island  group  is  located  five   to  ten 
miles  west  of  Craig.     Access   is  by  boat  and  floatplane. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Noyes ,   Baker,   and  San  Juan  Bautista  Islands 
are  very  rugged  with  elevations   to  2,000  feet.     This   ruggedness  extends 
from  the  water's  edge   to   the  mountaintops .      San  Fernando  and  Lulu  Islands 
are  characterized  by  moderate  to  flat  terrain.     There  are  503  miles  of 
shoreline  on  saltwater,   884  acres  of  alpine,   and  341  acres  of  rock. 

The  coastline  of  these  islands  varies,   and  ranges  from  highly  irregular  for 
Baker  and  Noves   Islands   to  smooth  for  San  Juan  Bautista  and  Lulu  Islands. 
The  west  coast  of  Noyes  Island  is  noted  for  its  high-energy  coastline  and 
its  towering  cliffs  and  headlands. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  islands  are  located  in  the  Southern  Outer 
Island  Geographic  Province.     The  major  islands  have  gentle  rolling 
topography  with  localized  areas  of  rugged  terrain. 

(b)  Vegetation:     This  area  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component.     There  are  722  acres  of 
muskeg . 

There  are  approximately  99,396  acres -of  forested  land,   of  which  55,221 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
49,390  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  5,038  are  riparian  old 
growth . 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  are  highly  organic  with  a  low  clay  content  and  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock.     They  are  typically  about  40  inches 
deep . 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass. Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish 
and  Game   in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  these  VCU's  for  sport  fish,  coininercial 
fish,   and  estuaries. 

VCU  626  rated  as  high  value  for  estuary  habitat.     No  VCU's  were  rated 
highly  either  for  commerical  or  sport  fish. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     All  of  the  islands  have  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,   otter,  beaver  and  other  small  land 
mammals.     Sea  birds  and  mammals  are  prevalent  on  the  outside  coast, 
islands  and  rocks.     Puffins  frequent  the  west  coast  and  offshore  rocks 
of  Noyes  Island. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     All   these   islands  were  allocated   co  Land 
Use  Designation  (LUD)  4  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.     The  LUD  -4 
area  is   to  be  managed  for  its  commodity  and  market  values. 
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Preplanning  has  occurred  for  timber  sales  on  Noyes  Island  but,   for  a 
variety  of  reasons,    these  plans  have  never  been  executed.     There  is  one 
recreation  use  cabin  located  on  San  Fernando  Island. 

The  commercial  fishing  fleet  is   the  largest  user  of  the   island  group. 
Boats  and  the  floating  fish-buying  stations  anchor  in  the  major  bays  and 
anchorages . 

The  inside  waters  around  this   island  group  are  excellent  for  sport  salmon 
and  halibut  fishing.     This  attracts  both  tourists  and  local  residents  to 
the  island  area.     These  people  occasionally  go  ashore  on  the  islands  for 
shore-based  recreation  such  as  beachcombing.     Some  deer  and  bear  hunting 
also  takes  place  on  the  islands. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  Noyes  and  Baker  Islands 
portion  of  this  roadless  area  is  part  of  the  Coastal  Hills  character  type 
which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep  landf orms ,  predominantly  rounded 
summits,   elevations  ranging  up  to  3,000  to  4,500  feet,   and  flat-floored 
U-shaped  valleys.     Numerous  island  groups  are  also  common.     These  two 
islands  are  very  representative  of  this  character  type  with  their  steep 
slopes  and  many  short  U-shaped  valleys.     The  other  islands  are  part  of  the 
Kupreanof  Lowlands  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  lower  and  more 
rolling  relief  with  elevations  seldom  greater  than  1,500  feet.     Lulu  and 
San  Fernando  Islands  possess  terrain  that  is  generally  flatter  than  the 
character  type's  norm. 

About  11  percent  of  this  area  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  A  (possess  ine, 
landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type)  These  landscapes 
are  primarily  the  outer  coastal  areas  of  Noyes  and  Baker  Islands  which 
include  rugged,   rocky  shorelines  with  many  dramatic,  steep-walied 
headlands.     About  32  percent  of  the  area  is  rated  as  Variety  Class  C 
(possessing  a  very  low  degree  of  landscape  diversity  relative  to  the 
character  type).     These  areas  include  the  very  flat  terrain  and  relatively 
featureless  shorelines  of  Lulu  and  San  Fernando  Islands.     The  rest  of  this 
roadless  area  is  rated  as  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape 
characteristics  common  for  the  character  type) . 

All  the  National  Forest  lands  in  this  roadless  area  are  in  a  Type  I 
Existing  Visual  Condition  where  the  natural  landscape  has  remained 
unaltered  by  human  activity,   although  some  Native  land  on  the  east  side  of 
Noyes  has  been  logged. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  Native  land  on  Noyes  Island 
is  the  only  real  external  influence  on  this  roadless  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,   the  scenery,   the  saltwater  bays  and  inlets,   and  the  opportunity 
to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this  country  may 
all  be  attractions.     The  spectacular  cliffs  with  sea  caves  and  the  beach<?s 
on  the  outer  coast  are  of  special  interest.     An  historic  Native  townsite  on 
Baker  Island  is  being  considered  for  development  as  an  interpretive  sieo. 
The  proposed  roadless  area  includes  14  inventoried  recreation  places 
totaling  27,648  acres. 
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c . 


Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     This   island  group  can 
easilv  be  managed  in  roadless  condition.     The  private  land  boundaries  on 
N'oves   Island  do  not  present  a  management  problem. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     This   island  group  possesses  outstanding  natural 
integrity.     These  islands  appear  to  belong  together  as  one  geographic  group 
in  a  marine  setting.     The  small  block  of  Native  land  located  on  Noyes 
Island  does  not  seriously  affect  the  apparent  natural   integrity  of  this  or 
the  other  islands  in  the  group. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     With  the  possible  exception  of  the  area 
adjacent  to  Native  lands,   there  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  this  roadless  area.     In  much  of  the  area,   a  person  is  unlikely  to 
encounter  another  during  the  duration  of  a  visit.     The  outer  coasts  of 
Noyes  and  Baker  Islands  provide  the  opportunity  for  exceptional  solitude  on 
an  ocean  beach  environment. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Due  to  their  remoteness,  there 
are  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  experiences, 
particularly  on  Noyes  and  Baker  Islands  with  their  various  distinct  and 
isolated  bays,   and  the  recreation  and  scenic  attractions  of  the  outer 
coastal  areas. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I  (PI)  46,512 

Primitive  II  (P2)  34.794 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  9,696 

Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  12.059 

The  area  contains  14  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

PI  5  15,594  .  9,100 

P2  5  6,954  4,680 

SPM  4  5,100  10,168 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 

high-energy  outer  coastlines  of  Noyes  and  Baker  Islands  are  special 
features . 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     There  are  excellent  opportunities  to 
develop  canoe/kayak  routes  through  the  protected  inside  waters, 
interpretation  of  cultural  resources,   additional  recreation  use 
cabins,   and  hiking  trails   from  the  inner  bays   to  the  outer  coast 
beaches.     All  of  the  islands  are  accessible  by  boat  through  proceccod 
inside  waters   from  Craig,    thus  providing  the  opportunity  to  develop 
recreation  facilities   in  a  unique  offshore  marine  environment. 
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(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventory  of 
these  islands  indicates  some  potential  to  improve  the  quality  and 
availability  of  salmon  spawning  habitat  on  a  number  of  streams.  Most 
of  this  potential  relates  to  constructing  fish  passes  around  natural 
barriers  thus  providing  fish  access  to  high  quality  spawning  habitat. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  indications  that  habitat  for  anv 
of  the  species  living  within  this  roadless  area  is  deficient.  There 
are  no  plans  for  wildlife  habitat  improvement  or  population 
enhancement  projects. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  46,488  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  41,535  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  4,374  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  mineral  potential  is  low. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  The  caves  on  the  outer  islands  mav 
be  significant  for  cultural  resource  research. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  There  is  considerable  public  concern  over  future  management  of 
the  Outer  Islands.     The  most  prevalent  view  is  that  these  islands 
should  be  managed  fot  their  recreation  potential  and  that  logg"ing 
should  be  excluded.     The  Forest  Service  has  received  written  and 
verbal  comment  that  the  Outer  Islands  should  be  designated  as  a 
National  Recreation  Area. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     The  Natives  have  selected  blocks  of  entitlement 
land  and  traditional  use  sites  on  Noyes  and  San  Juan  Bautista  Islands. 

d.     Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
separated  from  other  nearby  roadless  areas  by  saltwater. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers: 


Conununity 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705) 
Craig  (Pop.  915) 


190 
45 
20 


220 
90 
24 
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Hollis,    locaced  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,    is   the  closest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents;     The  area  receives   local  use  for 
subsistence  and  dispersed  recreation  activities. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

N/\ME:     Sukkwan     (504)  ACRES   (GROSS):     53,256  ACRES   (NFS):  44,607 

GI'OZONE:  K08 

G['OGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,  and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Soda  Bay  632  24 

Jackson  670  23 

Dunbar  671  23 

Hydaberg  672  22 


(2)     History:     This  roadless  area  consists  of  Sukkwan  and  Goat  Islands,  two 
small  areas  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,   plus  a  series  of  small  islands.  All 
of  this  area  is  within  the  principal  traditional - use  area  of  the  Haida 
Natives.     Because  of  this  history,   the  Haida  Native  Corporation  made 
extensive  land  selections  in  this  area  including  all  of  Goat  Island  and 
portions  of  Sukkwan  Island.     Subsequently,   Goat  Island  and  adjacent  small 
islands  were  purchased  by  the  Forest  Service  through  the  recent  enactment 
of  the  Haida  Land  Exchange.      Because  of  the  Native   interest  and  occupancy 
of  this  land  area,    there  is  very  little  non-Native  history  associated  with 
this  area. 


(3)     Location  and  Access:     This  area  is  located  approximately  30  miles 
south  of  Craig  and  seven  miles  south  of  Hydaburg.     Access  is  by  floatplane 
or  boat. 


(4)     Geography  and  Topography:     This  is,   for  the  most  part,   an  island 
roadless  area  with  Sukkwan  and  Goat  Islands,  being  the  main  islands.  There 
are  many  unnamed  small  islands  and  a  very  irregular  coastline  within  this 
area.     Many  of  the  islands  have  low  elevations  with  flat  to  rolling 
topography,   although  Sukkwan  Island  reaches  an  elevation  of  2,100  feet. 
There  are  125  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Flan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  used  Lo 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  che  Southern 
Outer  Islands  province.     This  province  is  characterized  by  rolling 
subdued  and  localized  rugged  terrain. 

(b)  Vegetation:     This  area  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce,   with  a  large  cedar  component. 

There  are  approximately  37,835  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  L-+,103 
acres  are  commercial   forest  land.     Of  the  commercial   forest  land, 
12,365  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  I, -498  are  riparian  old 
growth . 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock,   and  are  typically  about  40   inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU  672  was  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish.     No  VCU's  were  rated 
highly  for  commercial  fish  or  estuaries. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:*    This  area  has  high  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,   otter,   marten,   mink,    loon,   and  common 

I         waterfowl.     Marine  mammals  are  common  on  the  small  islands. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  area  was  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation  (LUD)  4  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.     The  LUD  4  area  is 
to  be  managed  for  its  commodity  and  market  values. 

The  Sukkwan  Roadless  Area  has  received  very  little  resource  management 
attention.     There  are  no  proj ect- level  activities  planned  for  the 
foreseeable  future.     The  area  receives  occasional  recreation  use.     .A  few 
Hydaburg  area  residents  may  participate  in  some  subsistence  activities 
here  . 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  area  is  part  of  the  Coastal 
Hills  character  type,  which  is  characterized  by  moderate  ly  -  s  teep  landforiiis  , 
predominantly  rounded  summits,   elevations  up  to  4,500  feet,  and 

flat- floored ,   U-shaped  valleys.     The  Sukkwan  area  exhibits  more  moderate 
topography  than  is  common  in  the  character  type.     It  also  possesses  a  wide 
variety  of  island  clusters  and  prominent  bays,   more  than  is  common  in  this 
character  type. 

The  entire  area  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscape 
diversity  which  is  common  in  the  character  type).     The  notable  scenic 
features  are  the  diverse  clusters  of  islands  and  coves,   particularlv   in  the 
Dunbar  Inlet  area. 
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The  Existing  Visual  Condition  for  the  entire  area  is  Type   I  where  the 
natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences) :     The  external  influence   is  mostlv 
associated  with  the  large  blocks  of  Native  land  in  the  area.     These  lands 
are   in  the  process  of  being  logged. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,    the  scenery  (particularly  the  island  clusters  and  the  saltwater 
bays  and  inlets) ,    and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  studv  che 
processes  which  formed  this  country  are  all  attractions.     The  area  contains 
four  inventoried  recreation  places  containing  10,2S8  acres. 

Capability  of  Management:  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  boundaries  of  this 
roadless  area  consist  primarily  of  survey  lines  for  the  private  land,  or 
large  expanses  of  saltwater.     The  area  can  easily  be  managed  in  its  current 
roadless  condition. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  has  excellent  natural  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     The  opportunity  for  solitude  within  this 
roadless  area  is  excellent.     Persons  entering  this  area  are  unlikely  to 
encounter  others  during  their  entire  stay. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  "Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  has  good  opportunity 
for  primitive  recreation,  particularly  on  the  outside  shores  of  Sukkwan 
Island  in  the  Dunbar  Inlet  area. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I  (PI)  13,484 

Primitive  II  (P2)  10,867 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  10,268 

Semi-Primitive  Mo torized ( SPM)  10,008 

The  area  contains  four  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES        TOTAL  ACRES        CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

PI  2  8.210  4,724 

SPNM  2  2,078  2,812 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  this  roadless  area. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     This  general  area  is   identified  as  the 
southern  end  of  a  potential  kayak  route  along  the  west  coast  of  Princo 
of  Wales  Island.     There  are  several  identified  dispersed  campsites  or 
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potential  recreation  shelter  sites   in  the  bays  and  inlets  or  islands 
on  the  west  side  of  Sukkwan  Island.     The  area  has  a  few  good 
anchorages   for  large  boats.     There  is  no  identified  recreation 
potential  in  the   interior  of  Sukkwan  Island  due  to  the  lack  of 
recreation  attractions  such  as  lakes,   major  streams  or  scenic  alpine 
areas . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  The  area  does  have  a  few  productive  streams  for 
salmon,   but  few  with  significant  potential  for  habitat  improvement. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  plans  or  identified  need  to 
improve  wildlife  habitat  conditions. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  13,024  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  11,346  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  1,318  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     Mineral  development  potential  is  very  low. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 
(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  This   island  group  has  received  very  little  management  attention 
because  of  its  lack  of  good  access  and  rather  low  potential  for 
resource  management.     Public  use  is  minor  with  little  potential  for 
development  of  public  use  facilities,   except  for  the  development  of  a 
few  primitive  campsites  or  shelters. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     Native  and  State  land  selections  have  influenced 
the  boundary  of  this  roadless  area.     There  are  no  private  inholdings 
within  this  roadless  area. 

d.     Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  area  is  isolated 
from  other  roadless  areas  by  wide  expanses  of  saltwater. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Conununity 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau 

Ketchikan 

Hydaburg 


(Pop.  23,729) 
(Pop.  12,705) 
(Pop.  385) 


190 
35 
6 


220 
90 
6 
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Mollis,    located  on  Prince  of  Wales   Island,    is   the  nearest  stop  on  the* 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratoriura"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  minor  local  use  for 
subsistence  and  recreation  activity.     Both  the  Haida  Natives  and  Che 
Haida  Native  Corporation  have  a  strong  interest  in  the  future  of  this 
area  because  of  its  historic  occupancy  by  the  Haida  and  because  of 
adjacent  corporation  land  selections. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Soda  Bay     (505)  ACRES   (GROSS):     94,463         ACRES   (NFS):  76,596 

GEOZONE:  K08 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  OuCer  Islands 
L989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


a.  Description 

(I)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

622 

Not  Rated 

St.  Nicholas 

623 

22 

Flat  Creek 

624 

22 

Trocadero 

625 

23 

Port  Estrella 

630 

23 

Shelikof 

631 

23 

Soda  Bay 

632 

24 

(2)  History:     The  Soda  Bay  area  is  known  to  have  been  an  important  site 
for  the  indigenous  Native  culture.     For  this  reason,    the  Haida  Native 
Corporation,   under  its  land  entitlement,   has  made  large  land  selections  in 
the  area.     The  coast  area  was  used  from  the  late  1800 's  through  the  early 
1900 's  as  a  base  for  the  commercial  fishing  industry. 

In  recent  times,   the  community  of  Craig  and  the  Native  community  of 
Hydaburg  have  been  connected  with  a  road  that  now  serves  as  the  east 
boundary  of  this  roadless  area.     The  construction  of  the  road  has  resulted 
in  the  Trocadero  Bay  and  the  Soda  Bay  areas  to  be  more  widely  used  for 
recreation  and  subsistence  by  local  residents. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Soda  Bay  Roadless  Area  is   located  in  the 
central  part  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island  midway  between  the  communities 
of  Craig  and  Hydaburg.     Access  is  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  road  system  and  b 
boat  through  Trocadero  and  Soda  Bays. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  c 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  bv  bv  low 
elevation  and  gently  rolling  topography.     The  maximum  elevation  is  about 
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2,500  feet.     There  are  96  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline.  Approximately 

1,100  acres  are  alpine  tundra. 

The  coast  is  dominated  bv  Trocadero  and  Soda  Bays.     This  area  includes  in 

Soda  Bay  and  Trocadero  Bay. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  characterized  by  rolling, 
subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce,  with  a  large  cedar  component.     There  are  3,493  acres  of 
the  muskeg  vegetative  type. 

There  are  approximately  69,711  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  31,413 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
25,845  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  4,291  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly,  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  State  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (  1983  ).  Thi.^se 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  622,   623,   624,   and  625  are  high  value  for  commercial  fish,  VCU's 
622,   624,   and  630  are  high  value  for  estuary  habitat,   and  VCU  623  is 
high  value  for  sport  fish. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  high  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,  bear,  otter,  marten,  mink,   loon,   and  common 
waterfowl . 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)  4.     The  LUD  4  area  is  co 
be  managed  for  its  commodity  and  market  values. 

The  area  has  high  value  timber.     Currently,   Shelikof  Island,   off  the  coast 
of  the  roadless  area,   is  being  logged,   and  is  visible  from  the  roadless 
area . 

Dispersed  recreation,  mostly  associated  with  fishing  and  hunting,    is  the 
primary  recreation  use  of  the  area.     A  trail  and  a  viewing/interpre t ivo 
site  are  located  at  Soda  Springs. 

Plans  are  being  prepared  for  fish  habitat  improvement  projects  on  scr>.vin!s 
within  the  area. 
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Norch  Fork  Lake  is  Che  water  source  for  Che  community  of  Craig.     The  city 
operates  a  dam  and  pipeline  system  at  Chis  lake  under  the  authorization  of 
a  special  use  permit. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The   Soda  Bay  Roadless  Area   is  part 
of  the  Coastal  Hills  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  moderatelv 
steep   landf orras ,    predominantly  rounded  summits,    elevations   to  4,500  feet, 
and  flac- floored ,   U-shaped  valleys.     Numerous   island  groups  are  also 
common.     This  area  exhibits   landscapes  'chat  are  somewhat   less   rugged  tiian 
is  common  in  the  character  Cype .     Elevations   in  Che   roadless  area  average 
between  1,500  and  2,000  feeC.     Several  island  cluscers  are  present. 

The  entire  area  is  inventoried  as  a  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape 
diversicy  that  is  common  in  the  character  type).     There  are  no  oucscanding 
large  scenic  feaCures  in  Che  area.    Chough  small-scale  scenic   features  may 
exist . 

I 

Ninety-nine  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  in  Type  I  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (EVC)  where  che  naCural  landscape  has  remained  unalcered  by  human 
accivicy.     A  small  portion  is  in  EVC  Type  IV  or  V  visual  condicion,  where 
past  logging  has  moderately  or  heavily  altered  the  landscape  in  small 
portions  of  Soda  and  Trocadero  Bays. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  large  blocks  of  Native  land 
to  the  west,   north,   and  southeast  of  this  roadless  area  have  been 
extensively  logged.     Timber  harvest  is  occurring  on  nearby  Shelikof  Islaui-i 
and  on  Sueraez  Island  located  to  the  southwest  of  this  roadless  area. 

Waterfall,  a  world  class  fishing  resort,  is  located  on  private  land  on  the 
west  side  of  this  area.  The  road  connecting  Craig  with  Hydaburg  forms  cho 
east  boundary  of  this  roadless  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural   features  oC 
the  area,    the  scenery,    the  saltwater  bays  and  inlets,   and  the  opportunitv 
to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this  countrv  mav 
all  be  attractions.     The  excellent  saltwater  salmon  fishing  is  a  major 
attraction  in  the  vicinity  of  this  roadless  area.    'The  area  contains  16 
inventoried  recreation  places  containing  23,520  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  boundaries  of  chis 
roadless  area  consist  primarily  of  roads  or  land  survey  lines  for  che 
privaCe  land  making  it  an  easily  idenCified  roadless  area.     Wich  one 
exception,   the  area  can  easily  be  managed  in  its  current  roadless 
condition.     That  exception  is  in  the  North  Fork  Lake  area,   located  in  che 
norchwesC  corner,   where  che  communicy  of  Craig's  domescic  wacer  source 
facilicies  are  locaCed. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     With  the  exception  of  the  North  Fork  Lake  area, 
che   interior  of  chis  roadless  area  is  unalcered. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     The  opportunity  for  solitude  within  tliis 
roadless  area  is   fair.     The  sighcs  and  sounds  of  adjacenc   logging  accivLcv 
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may  be  evident  from  much  of  Che   interior  of  this  roadless  area.  During 
fishing  and  hunting  season  people  are  likely  to  be  encountered  in  the 
Trocadero  and  Soda  Bay  tidal  flats. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Most  of  the  recreation 
potential  centers  around  semi - pr imi tive  opportunities  of  the  marine 
attractions  in  Trocadero  and  Soda  Bays.     Though  portions  of  these  bays  are 
fairly  remote,   one   is  likely  to  encounter  recreation  boaters  or  other 
marine  traffic  in  much  of  this  area. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I   (PI)  22,792 

Primitive  II  (P2)  10.193 

Semi-Priraitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  27,861 

Serai-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  11,117 

Roaded  Natural  (RN)  799 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  1,917 

The  area  contains  16   inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES        TOTAL  ACRES        CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

PI  1  5,233  2,080 

P2  2  3,032  1,613 

SPNM  5  8,986  6,612 

SPM  4  5,270  21,692 

RN     •  1"  ■         160  662 

RM  3  838  2,672 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
limestone  formations   in  the  Soda  Bay  area  are  a  special  geologic  feature. 
The  Forest  Service  has  constructed  a  trail  and  interpretive  signs   to  draw 
attention  to  this  site. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     This  area  offers  e.xcellent  opportunities 
to  connect  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island  road  system  to  saltwater  at 
Trocadero  Bay  with  short  trails.     This  would  support  excellent  fishin 
and  waterfowl  hunting  during  the  appropriate  seasons  as  well  as 
provide  day  hiking  opportunities  for  local  residents  and  tourists. 
Much  of  the  remaining  area  is  well  suited  for  dispersed  recreation  in 
a  semi-primitive  setting. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventory 
indicates  excellent  potential  for  salmon  enhancement  projects, 
including  construction  of  fish  passes,   on  several  of  the  streams 
within  the  area. 


(c)     Wildlife  Resource:     The  tidal  flats   in  Trocadero  Bav  are 
excellent  waterfowl  habitat.     There  may  be  an  opportunity   for  some 
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kind  of  waterfowl  habicac  improvement  on  this  and  other  tidal  flats  L 
the  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  29,318  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes  23,671  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,971  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  Craig's  water  supply  facilities  locate 
at  North  Fork  Lake  are  under  special  use  authorization. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  potential  for  mineral  development  is  very  Low. 
Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  management  emphasis  for  this  area  has  been  in  the  area  of 
dispersed  recreation  and  fish  habitat  improvement.     Craig's  water 
supply  system  at  North  Fork  Lake   is  a  on-going  permit  administration 
activity . 

A  significant  factor  in  the  long- terra  management  of  this  area  is  that 
its  location  along  saltwater  midway  between  Craig  and  Hydaburg. 
Trocadero  and  Soda  Bays  are  of  special  interest  to  residents  of  these 
communities  because  of  their  ease  of  land  access  for  fishing  and 
hunting  (sport  and  subsistence)   and  for  general  recreation  purposes. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:  Native  and  State  land  selections  have  influenced 
the  boundary  of  this  roadless  area.  No  private  inholdings  occur  in 
this  roadless  area. 

Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:  Nearby  roadless  areas 
are  Karta  and  Polk  to  the  northeast,  and  Sukkwan  to  the  southeast.  .All  of 
these  are  separated  from  the  Soda  Bay  area  by  roads,  logged  areas,  private 
land,   or  saltwater. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705) 

Craig  (Pop.  915) 

Hydaburg  (Pop.  385) 


190 
35 
10 
8 


220 
90 
12 
16 


Hollis,  located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  is  the  nearest  stop  on  tlie 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
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(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 


(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  significant  local  use 
for  subsistence  and  recreation  activity.  , 

Environmental  Consequences 


a:;a LYSIS  of  the  management  situation 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Eudora  (507)  ACRES  (GROSS):     254.428        ACRES   (NFS):  233,933 

GEOZONE:  K07 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     SouChern  Outer  Islands 


1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  Ri\TING:  23 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


614 

West  Arm 

674 

25 

Dora  Bay 

677 

25 

South  Arm 

678 

23 

Lancaster 

679 

26 

Windy  Point 

680 

23 

Dolomi 

681 

24 

North  Moria 

682 

26 

Myrtle 

683 

24 

Dickman 

684 

25 

West  Moria 

691 

22 

Bokan 

692 

23 

Egg 

693 

23 

Ingraham 

694 

24 

Hidden  Bay 

695 

24 

Hessa  Lake 

698 

21 

Kendrick 

699 

23 

Short  Arm 

700 

22 

Mclean 

701 

24 

Stone  Rock 

702 

22 

Cape  Chacon 

703 

21 

Nichols  Bay 

704 

25 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  367  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(2)  History:     The  Eudora  Roadless  Area  has  always  been  considered  a  remoce 
area  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island.     The  many  major  sounds  and  bays  provide 
bases  for  commercial  fishing  including  anchorages,    fish  processing 
facilities,   boat  repair  sites,   and  fish  buying  stations.     There  has  been  an 
interest  in  the  mineral  resources  since  the  early  - 1900 ' s'  resulting  in 
several  patented  mining  claims  and  numerous  unpatented  claims   that  are 
currently  active.      Sulzer  Portage,    a  small  boat  and  foot  portage  used  since 
che  early  1900' s,   connects   the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  island  through 
Cholmondeley  Sound  and  Hetta  Inlet. 

In  recent  years,    the  Natives  have  made  land  selections   in  the  northern  pare 
of  this  roadless  area,   and  the  State  has  made  a  number  of  selections 
scattered  over  its  entire  length. 

The  east  coast  has  a  rich  history  of  prehistoric  and  historic  use  by  Native 
cultures.     This  area  has  been,   and  is  today,   significant  for  subsistence 
hunting  and  fishing. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:  Located  on  southeast  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  che 
only  access  to  the  Eudora  Roadless  Area  is  by  boat  or  floatplane. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     Eudora  has  a  varied  topography.  The 
Cholmondeley  Sound  area  has  rugged  and  steep  mountains  with  elevations  up 
to  3,000  feet.     Headlands  separating  the  major  bays  and  sounds  have  similar 
topography.     The  interior  of  the  area  has  somewhat  flat  to  moderate 
relief.     There  are  353  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline.     Freshwater  lakes 
total  6,388  acres.     Rock  covers  10,931  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     Geographically,   Eudora  is  classified  as  pare  ot 
the  Southern  Outer  Islands  Geographic  Province.     The  region  is 
characterized  by  rolling  subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  this  area  is  that  typical  of  Southeast 
Alaska  coastal  temperate  rain  forests.     The  forest  is  primarily 
western  hemlock  and  Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component.  There 
are  less  than  500  acres  of  muskeg  and  approximately  660  acres  of 
alpine . 

There  are  approximately  206,668  acres  of  forest  land  of  which  112,656 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
96,700  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  12,511  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(b)  Soils:     Soils  are  generally  highly  organic  with  low  clay 
content.     They  are  formed  over  bedrock  and  their  typical  depth  is  40 
inches . 

(c)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (,1983').  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 
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VCU's  674,   678,   679,   682,   684,   and  692  are  raced  high  value  £or 
commercial  fish;   VCU's  674,   682,   683,   684  and  703  are  high  value  for 
sporc  fish;   and  VCU's  679,   695.   and  699  are  high  value   for  estuary 
hab  i  Cat . 

(d)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  populacions  of  Sicka 
black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,   otter,   marten,   mink,    loon,   and  common 
wacerfowl.     The  Big  Creek  drainage   is  considered  an  excellenc  example 
of  old-growch  wildlife. 

(e)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  area  was  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation  (LUD)   I   (11,666  acres),   LUD  2   (24,460  acres),   LUD  3  (60,080 
acres),   and  LUD  4  (135.585  acres)   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.  The 
LUD  1  area  is  to  be  managed  in  the  roadless  condition.     The  LUD  2  area  is 
at  the  west  end  of  Moria  Sound.     This  area  is  to  be  managed  in  the  roadless 
condition,   although  fish  and  wildlife  habitat  improvements  are  allowed. 

The  LUD  3  areas  are  located  on  the  southwest  end  of  Moria  Sound  and.    in  the 
Cholmondeley  Sound  area  (the  land  around  Dora  Bay).     The  uses  and 
activities  -in  these  areas  are  to  be  managed  in  a  compatible  and 
complementary  manner.     LUD  4  includes  most  of  the  eastern  side  of  this 
area,    and  is   to  be  managed  for  its  commodity  and  market  values. 

There  is  a  wide  variety  of  mining  and  recreation  use  that  occurs  within  the 
area.     Three  recreation  use  cabins,   mooring  buoys,    trails,   and  a  recreation 
residence  are  located  within  the  area.     A  number  of  mining  claims  and 
mining  patents  are  located  in  the  areas  around  Green  Mountain,  Bokan 
Mountain,   Niblack  Mountain,   and  all  around  Moria  Sound. 

This   is  a  significant  subsistence  use  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness)  :     The  Eudora  Roadless  .Are  a   IS  part 
of  the  Coastal  Hills  character  type  which  consists  of  moderately- s ceep 
landforms ,   predominantly  rounded  summits,   elevations  up  to  4,500  feec.  and 
flat- floored ,   U-shaped  valleys.     This  large  area  exhibits  almost  the  full 
range  of  landscape  characteristics  of  this  character  type  from  the  rugged, 
diverse  terrain  of  the  West  Arm  of  Cholmondeley  Sound  and  the  Eudora 
.Mountain  to  the  rugged  coastline  along  Clarence  Strait  to  the  many  island 
groups  throughout  the  area. 

About  24  percent  of  this  area  is   inventoried  as  Variety  Class  .A  (.possessing 
a  high  degree  of  landscape  diversity  relative  to  the  character  tvpe).  High 
scenic  quality  landscapes  include  the  areas  south  of  the  Wesc  .Arm  of 
Cholmondeley  Sound  around  Dora  Bay,    the  Eudora  Mountain  area,   and  tlie 
complex  of  diverse  lake  basins  and  intricate  saltwater  shoreline   to  the 
south  and  east  of  this  peak.     The  rest  of  the  roadless  area  is  inventoried 
as  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  characteristics  common  to  the 
character  type ) . 

Virtually  all  of  this  roadless  area  is   in  Existing  Visual  Condicion  Tvpe  I 
where  the  natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  bv  human  activLcv.  .-X 
few  small  pockets  of  old  logging  activity  scattered  throughout  the  .\rea  are 
the  only  exceptions  to  this  unaltered  condition.     However,    the   large  are.is 
of  recent  harvest  and  potential  future  harvest  on  the  Native  lands 
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throughout  the  eastern  half  of  Cholraondeley  Sound  have  had  a  significant 
impact  on  the  highly  scenic  areas  of  this  waterbody. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  western  boundary  of  the 
Eudora  Roadless  Area  coincides  with  the  South  Prince  of  Wales  Wilderness. 
The  eastern  boundary  is  saltwater.     An  irregular  northern  boundary  results 
from  the  extensive  Native  land  selections   in  the  area. 

The  most  significant  external  factor  is   the  recent  logging  activity  on  the 
Native  lands  and  the  projection  that  almost  all  of  their  remaining  standing 
merchantable  timber  will  be  removed.     The  State  has  made  small  Land 
selections  scattered  along  the  entire  coast  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
communities  sometime  in  the  future. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,   the  scenery,   the  saltwater  bays  and  inlets,   and  the  opportunity 
to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this  country  may 
all  be  attractions.     The  extensive  canoeing  and  kayaking  opportunities 
within  the  area  are  outstanding  attractions.     Fishing  and  solitude  are  also 
attractions.     The  area  contains  29  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling 
71, -^98  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     There  are  a  few  places 
where  the  mineral  patents  may  affect  the  ability  to  manage   the  immediate 
surrounding  area  in  a  roadless  condition.     Despite  this,    the  area,   as  a 
whole,   can  be  easily  managed  in  the  roadless  condition.     Almost  all  of  the 
State  and  Native  land  selections  have  been  excluded  from  the  boundarv  of 
the  roadless  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  Eudora  Roadless  Area  is  a  logical  land  unit. 
The  Native  and  State  land  selections  have  affected  the  natural  integrity  of 
isolated,   limited  areas,  but  these  have  not  severely  reduced  the  overall 
integrity  of  the  roadless  area.     The  mining  patents  are  inclusions  within 
the  roadless  area,  but  these  small  areas  do  not  seriously  break  the  natuLMl 
integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  excellent  opportunity  for  solitudL^ 
within  the  area  excluding  the  very  northern  fringe  where  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  logging  and  vehicle  traffic  may  be  evident.     Floatplanes  and 
boats  are  used  to  transport  people  to  the  numerous  fishing  lakes  and  three 
recreation  cabins  within  the  area. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     There  are  outstanding 
opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  due  to  the  high  scenic  quality,  the 
vastness  of  the  area,   and  the  wide  variety  of  recreation  opportunities. 
These  include  saltwater  related  activities  in  protected,   remote,   and  very 
scenic  bays;   opportunities  to  recreate  at  inland  lakes;   and  alpine  hiking 
opportunities  through  extensive  areas  of  relatively  open  country. 
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ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I   (PI)  109,001 

Primitive  II   (P2)  70,076 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  26,173 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  17,617 

Rural  (R)  100 


The  area  contains  29   inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES  CAPACITY  BY  RVD ' S 

Pi                                 9  30.991  9,208 

P2                                10  34,157  11,930 

SPNM                               5  4,907  7,423 

RM                                  4  1,342  7,800 

R                                    1  100  508 


(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 


(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  great  opportunity  to  manage  this 
area  for  primitive  and  semi  -  primitive  recreation.     There   is  some 
opportunity  to  increase  developed  recreation  facilities  with 
additional  cabins  and  new  trails.     This  area  has  good  road  access  to 
its  northern  boundary,   and  good  boat  access  from  the  Ketchikan  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventory 
indicates  that  there  is  potential  for  salmon  enhancement  projects, 
such  as  constructing  fish  passes  on  several  of  the  streams  within  the 
area . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  long  range  plans  to  acconipLish 
habitat  improvement  project  work  within  this  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  95,161  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  30,666  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  10,790  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 


(e)     Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 


(f)  Minerals:     Mineral  development  potential  is  high.     The  number  ot 
existing  mineral  patents,    located  claims,   and  the  expressed  interest 
in  the  mineralized  geology  of  the  area  indicate   that  mineral 
exploration  and  development  is  likely.     Explorations   in  1988-89  are 
reported  to  indicate  the  presence  of  a  variety  of  rare  earth  elements 
such  as  yttrium. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  Big  Creek-Chomondeley  Sound 
area  has  been  identified  as  a  potential  Research  Natural  Area. 
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(2)     Management  Considerations 


(a)     This  roadless  area  offers  a  variety  of  resource  management 
opportunities.     There  are  many  excellent  opportunities   to  develop  che 
recreation  potential.     Outstanding  freshwater  fishing  and  scenic  areas 
can  be  supported  with  additional  shelters   (cabins),    trails,  and 
mooring  facilities. 

There  is  excellent  potential  to  enhance  the  salmon  spawning  habicat  on 
many  streams  within  Eudora,   mainlv  through  the  construction  of  fish 
passes . 

Timber  management  potential  is  very  high.     Almost  all  of  the  suitable 
tiraberland  has  good  saltwater  access.     Mineral  development  potential 
is  high. 

An  important  management  consideration  is  that  the  Haida  Native 
Corporation  has  the  right  for  further  land  selections  that  need  to  be 
made  by  1995.     It  is  known  that  they  have  interest  in  selecting  lands 
in  the  northern  third  of  the  roadless  area. 


(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     There  are  a  number  of  mining  patents  within  the 
boundary  of  this  area.     These  inclusions  total  approximately  300 
acres.     All  of  the  Native  and  State  selected  lands  have  been  excluded 
from  the  boundary  of  this  area. 

d.     Relationship  To  Comniunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
part  of  a  larger  contiguous  unroaded  land  mass  consisting  of  the  South 
Prince  of  Wales  Wilderness,   and  the  Nutkwa  and  Polk  Roadless  Areas.  Theso 
areas  total  533,474  acres. 


(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Conununity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  190  220 

Ketchikan        (Pop.   12,705)  25  30 

Hydaburg  (Pop.        385)  15  30 


Mollis,  located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
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(3)      Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives   local  use  for 
subsistence  and  recreation  activity. 


e.      Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Christoval     (508)  ACRES   (GROSS):     7,750  ACRES   (NFS):  7,750 

GEO ZONE:  Kll 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
L989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  ElARE  II  areas:     The  Cable  below  displays  the  VCU  L/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

561  --  Not  Rated 

Cone  Bay  562  22 

Derrumba  563  23 

(2)  History:     The  Christoval  Roadless  Area  consists  primarily  of  a  single 
steep  mountain  (Bald  Mountain)   on  the  southern  end  of  Heceta  Island. 
Because  of  its  steepness,   and  lack  of  safe  anchorages,    the  area  was  not 
subject  to  the  same  level  of  historic  development  as  other  portions  of 
Heceta  Island. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is  located  on  the  southern 
tip  of  Heceta  Island.     Access  is  via  the  Heceta  Island  road  system.  Heceta 
Island,    itself,   can  be  reached  by  boat  or  floatplane,   but  the  roadless  area 
does  not  contain  lakes  or  sheltered  harbors  for  boat  or  plane  access. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  roadless  area  is  extremely  rugged. 
Mountains  rise  steeply  from  sea  level  to  elevations  up  to  2,400  feet. 
There  are  12  miles  of  coastline  consisting  of  rocky  shores  and  towering 
cliffs.     Most  of  this  roadless  area  is  forested.     A  few  very  short 
drainages  also  exist. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Classification:     This  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  characterized  by  rolling 
subdued  topography  interspersed  with  localized  rugged  mountains. 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar. 

There  are  approximately  7,369  acres  of  forested  land,   of  which,  5,9^3 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
4,899  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  562  acres  are  riparian  old 
growth . 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  are  generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typLcally 
about  40  inches  deep.     Some  soils  are  derived  from  limestone  and 
marble. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).     These  ratings 
describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish,  and 
estuaries . 

VCU  561  is  rated  high  for  commercial  fish.  No  VCU's  were  rated  highly 
for  sport  fish  or  estuaries. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Sitka  black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,  wolves, 
mink,   and  bald  eagles  are  the  best  known  species  that  inhabit  the 
area.     There  is  an  abundance  of  sea  birds  along  the  coast. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     TLMP  allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use 
Designation  4  which  emphasizes   intensive   resource  use  and  development  of 
resources  with  commodity  and  market  values.     Timber  management  has  been  tlie 
emphasized  resource  management  activity  on  Heceta  Island. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  Christoval  Roadless  .Area  is 
part  of  the  Kupreanof  Lowland  character  type,  which  is  characterized  by 
predominantly  low,   rolling  relief  with  elevations  seldom  over  1.500  feet. 
Numerous  island  groups  and  intricate  waterways  are  also  common  in  this 
character  type. 

Christoval  possesses  much  more   rugged  relief  than  is  commonlv   found   in  this 
character  type.     For  this  reason,   about  85  percent  of  the  area  is  rated 
Variety  Class  A  (having  a  high  degree  of  landscape  diversity  relative  to 
its  character  type).     The  key  scenic  feature  in  this  area  is  the  prominent 
peak  of  Bald  Mountain  and  its  broad  flanks.     This  feature  provides  a 
dramatic  backdrop  from  the  saltwater  channels  to  the  east  as  they  weave 
through  the  small  islands  just  north  of  the  village  of  Craig.  Also 
noteworthy  are  the  scenic  grass  meadows  located  at  the  base  of  this  peak. 

About  75  percent  of  this  area  is   in  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  (.EVC) 
where  the  landscape  is  essentially  unaltered  by  human  acttvitv.     The  rest 
of  the  area  is  in  a  Type  IV  EVC  where  alterations   Co  the   landscape  are 
obvious  but  tend  to  blend  with  natural  landscape  features. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  extensive  amount  of  logginr. 
on  Heceta  Island  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Bald  Mountain  ridge   is  a  major 
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influence  on  this  roadless  area.     However,   since  logging  activity  on  the 
Island  is  near  completion,    there  should  be  less   influence   in  the 
foreseeable  future. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  o 
the  area,    the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  studv  z\\ 
processes  which  formed  this  country  may  all  be  attractions.     The  area 
contains  three  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  3,012  acres.  There 
are  no  improved  trails  in  the  area. 

b.  Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  boundaries  are 
easily  identifiable.     The  area  can  easily  be  managed  in  its  unroaded 
condition  or  as  wilderness. 

(2)  'Natural  Integrity:     This  roadless  area  has  good  natural  integrity. 
The  coastline  boundary  and  the  rugged,   mountainous  terrain  binds  the  area 
together  into  a  logical  land  unit. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Because  access  is  difficult,   an  excellent 
opportunity  for  solitude  exists  within  the  Christoval  Roadless  Area.  Near 
the  boundary  of  the  area  however,   one  can  expect  to  hear  the  sounds  of 
logging  and,   from  some  vantage  points,   actually  see  logging  activity. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation: 

This  area  provides  p^marily  Serai  -  Primitive  Motorized  or  Semi  -  Pr  imi  t  ive 
Non-Motorized  recreation  opportunities  because  of  the  proximitv  to  past 
logged  and  roaded  areas,   and  the  moderate  amount  of  motorized  boat  traffic 
that  passes  by  part  of  the  area. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  3,815 
Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  2,409 
Roaded  Modified  (RM)  1,526 

The  area  contains  three  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

SPM  2  562  4,295 

SPNM  1  2,449  3,120 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

c.  Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     The  rugged  terrain  and  limited  procect<.vi 
anchorages  around  this  area  will  somewhat  restrict  access   into  it. 
However,    there   is  potential   for  a  trail  system   into   the   Bald  Mountain 
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area  from  logging  roads  on  che  opposite  side  of  the  ridge.     There  is 
also  poCenCial  for  trail  access  from  a  small  cove   to  the  meadow  areas 
at  the  base  of  the  mountain. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventory 
indicates  that  there   is  some  potential  for  salmon  enhancement 
projects,   such  as  constructing  fish  passes,   on  several  of  the  areas' 
streams.     The  very  difficult  access  is  a  limiting  factor  for 
capitalizing  upon  this  potential. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     No  need  has  been  identified  for  wildlife 
enhancement  projects  within  this  area. 

■(d)     Timber  Resource:     There  are  5,803  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  562  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  4,899  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  AuChorizaCions :  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  mineral  potential  is  low. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)     The  rugged  terrain  over  much  of  the  area  limits   the  opportunity 
for  management  of  its  resources,   particularly  the  timber.     Those  areas 
on  which  timber  harvest  is  economically  feasible  are   included  in 
logging  plans  for  the  next  five-year  period  (Ketchikan  Pulp  Companv 
Long- term  Sale ) . 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     All  of  the  area  is  National  Forest  System  lands, 
d.     Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This   is  an  isolated 
roadless  area  about  10  miles  north  of  the  Maurelle   Islands  Wilderness, 
separated  from  other  roadless  areas  by  the  Gulf  of  Esquibel. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility)  :  .Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau 

Ketchikan 

Craig 

Klawock 


(Pop 
(Pop 
(Pop 
(Pop 


23,729) 
12,705) 
915) 
777) 


170 
45 
20 
16 


210 
200 
26 
20 


Mollis,  located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  is  the  nearest  stop  on  che 
.Alaska  Marine  Highway. 
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(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initi 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  only  use  of  the  area  by  local 
residents  is  occasional  hunting  and  some  hiking  out  to  the  Bald 
Mountain  Ridge. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

N/\ME:     Kogish     (509)  ACRES  (GROSS):     85,872  ACRES   (NFS):  74,910 

CEOZONE:  K06 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1939  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


.1 .  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  Cable  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

5  as 

Not  Rated 

589 

Not  Rated 

590 

Not  Rated 

Nossuk 

591 

24 

St.  Phillips 

592 

24 

Sombrero 

593 

25 

Shinaku 

594 

24 

S  teelhead 

595 

21 

596 

Not  Rated 

(2)  History:  There  is  very  little  evidence  of  prehistoric  or  hiscorLc  us 
of  this  roadless  area.  Presently,  the  area  is  included  in  the  priniarv  saL 
area  for  the  Ketchikan  Pulp  Company  (KPC)   Long-term  Timber  Sale. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Kogish  Roadless  Area  is  located  on  the  wesc 
side  of  central  Prince  of  Wales  Island.     The  only  access   is  by  way  of  the 
Staney  Creek  road  system. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     This  area  is  characterized  by  gentlv 
rolling  relief  with  locally  rugged  areas.     Kogish  Mountain,   with  an 
elevation  of  3,000  feet,    is  the  highest  point  in  the  roadless  area. 
Shimaku  Creek,   and  much  of  its  watershed,   exhibits  fairly  gentle  relief. 
It  is  the  major  drainage  in  the  roadless  area.     There  are  45  miles  of 
saltwater  shoreline.     About  1,300  acres  are  alpine  tundra. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  u.scd  t 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (ElARE  II)  . 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:  The  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 
Geographic  Province.  This  province  is  characterized  by  rolling 
subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation;     Vegetation  is   typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component.      Numerous  interspersed 
areas  of  muskeg  total  5,055  acres. 

There  are  approximately  67,527  of  forested  land,   of  which,  34,311 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
29,978  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  4,352  are  riparian  old 
growth. 

(c)  Soils:  Soils  are  generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typicall 
about  40  inches  deep.  Some  of  the  soils  in  the  area  are  derived  from 
limestone  and  marble. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  Che 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

All  VCU's  in  this  roadless  area  were  rated  as  high  value  for 
commercial  fish.     VCU's  588,   590,   596,   and  597  were  rated  as  high 
value  for  sport  fish,   and  VCU's  589  and  592  were  rated  as  high  value 
for  estuary  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Sitka  black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,  wolves, 
mink,   and  bald  eagles  are  the  best  known  species  that  inhabit  che 
area.     There  is  good  alpine  habitat  for  ptarmigan. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:  The  Kogish  Roadless  Area  was  allocated  t 
Land  Use  Designation  4  (LUD  4)  in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.  LUD  -^ 
emphasis  is  on  intensive  development  of  commodity  resources. 

This  area  is   in  the  KPC  Long-Term  Timber  Sale  primary  sale  area.  E.\tensi\' 
timber  harvest  has  occurred  and  is  occurring  to  che  north  and  west.  The 
size  of  this  roadless  area  continues  to  be  reduced  by  timber  harvest. 

Due  to  very  difficult  access  to  the  usable  parts  of  this  roadless  area  and 
the  lack  of  major  recreation  attractions  such  as  major  stream  or  lake 
systems,   recreation  use  is  low. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  is  within  the  Kupreanof 
Lowlands  character  type,  which  is  characterized  bv  predominantly  low, 
rolling  relief,  with  elevations  seldom  greater  than  1,500  feet.  Numerous 
island  groups  and  intricate  waterways  are  also  common  in  this  character 
type.     Much  of  this  area  is  quite  representative  of  the  characcer  cype . 
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k       though  a  major  portion  displays   landscape   features   that  have  even  less 
■        diversity  and  distinctiveness  than  is  common  in  that  character  type. 

About  50  percent  of  the  area  is   inventoried  as  Variety  Class  B  (possessing 
a  degree  of  diversity  common  to  the  character  type   in  which  it  is  located"). 
Over  33  percent  of  the  area  is  rated  as  Variety  Class  C   (possessing  minimal 
landscape  diversity) ,   while  17  percent  is  rated  a  Variety  Class  A   (having  n 
high  degree  of  landscape  diversity) .     These  more  scenic   (Variety  Class  A) 
areas  are  concentrated  around  the  relatively  rugged  and  diverse  terrain  of 
Kogish  Mountain  and  SCaney  Cone.     Other  scenic   features  are   the  intricate 
shorelines  and  island  groups   in  Salt  Lake  Bay  and  Nossuk  Bay. 

The  Existing  Visual  Condition  of  almost  90  percent  of  the  area  is  Type  I 
(where  the  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity) .  The 
northern  and  eastern  edges  have  been  heavily  modified  by  timber  harvest. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  major  external  influences  on 
most  sides  of  this  roadless  area  are  road  construction  and  logging.  Native 
corporation  lands  to  the  east  have  been  completely  logged  over.     To  the 
north,    logging  is  an  annual  occurrence  with  new  harvest  planned  in  this 
area  as  part  of  the  KPC  Long-term  Sale  for  the  1989-94  operating  period. 

I 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  oc 
the  area,    the  scenery,    the  saltwater  bays  and  inlets,   and  the  opportunity 
to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this  country  mav 
all  be  attractions.     The   fishing  and  solitude  along  some  of  the   streams  in 
the  southwestern  portion  of  the  area  are  an  attraction.     The  area  contains 

_j       five   inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  2,165  acres.     There  are  no 
improved  trails  with  the  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  boundaries  are 
easily  identified.     The  area  can  easily  be  managed  in  its  unroaded 
condition  or  as  wilderness. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     Even  though  reading  and  logging  have  occurred  on 
all  sides,   natural  integrity  of  the  area  is  very  good. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Because  of  its  difficult  access,    there  is 
excellent  opportunity  for  solitude  within  the. area.     Near  the  boundary  ot 
the  area  one  can  expect  to  hear  the  sounds  of  logging  and,   from  some 
vantage  points,   actually  see  logging  activity. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     There  are  no  outstanding 
opportunities  for  primitive  recreation.     Most  recreation  attractions  are 
associated  with  the  saltwater  bays,   anchorages,   and  channels  on  the  west 
side  of  this  roadless  area  where  the  experience  level  is  primarily 

semi -primitive  motorized. 
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ROS  Class 


Acres 


Semi - Primi tive  Non-motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi- Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


49,351 
3  ,432 


520 
21,607 


There  are  five  inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD ' S 


SPM 
RN 


4 
1 


2,125 
40 


13 ,000 
200 


(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Pote^ntial:     The  rugged  terrain  and  very  difficult 
access  into  this  roadless  area  severely  constrain  its  recreation 
potential.     Recognizing  the  small  boat  and  kayak  routes  that  pass 
through  this  area,   the  western  and  southern  boundaries  which  border 
saltwater  have  potential  for  shelter  sites  and  additional  boat 
anchorages . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  invencorv 
indicates   that  there  is  some  potential  for  salmon  enhancement 
projects,   such  as  constructing  fish  passes,   on  several  of  the 
streams.     The  very  difficult  access  limits  capitalizing  on  this 
potential . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     No  need  has  been  identified  for  wildlife 
enhancement  projects  within  this  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  32,134  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  27,551  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  4,112  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     Although  no  mineral  exploration  has   taken  place  in 
this  area,   the  geology  of  the  area  indicates  some  potential  for 
discovery  of  valuable  minerals . 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)     The  rugged  terrain  over  much  of  the  area  limits   clie  opporrunicv 
for  management  of  its  usable  resources,   particularly  the  timber. 
Those  areas  where  logging  is  economically  feasible  are   included  in 
logging  plans  for  the  next  five-year  period  (KPC  Long-term  Sale"). 
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(b)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(c)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  System  land. 
Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas. 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:  This  roadless  area  is 
separated  from  the  Thorne  River  and  Karta  Roadless  Areas  by  a  narrow  strip 
of  roaded  and  logged  land. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Conununity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  170  210 

Ketchikan         (Pop.    12.705)  45  180 

Craig  (Pop.        915)  12  12 

Hollis,   located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,    is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 


(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiative 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  only  use  of  the  area  by  local 
residents  is  for  occasional  hunting. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

N/\ME:     Karta   (510)  ACRES   (GROSS):      129,664  ACRES   (NFS):  121,440 

CEOZONE:  K08 

CEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  21 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

576 

Not  Rated 

586 

Not  Rated 

S  teelhead 

595 

21 

Control 

596 

21 

Goose  Creek 

597 

21 

598 

Not  Rated 

599 

Not  Rated 

.  601 

Not  Rated 

North  Creek 

605 

21 

Anderson 

606 

22 

Salmon  Lake 

607 

23 

McGilvery 

608 

21 

609 

Not  Rated 

610 

Not  Raced 

611 

Not  Raced 

622 

Not  Raced 

623 

1 

Not  Raced 

(2)     History:     The  Karta  River  drainage  has  a  rich  aboriginal  and  recenc 
cultural  history.     There  are  known  prehistoric  village  sites,   rock  arc,  and 
other  physical  indications  of  aboriginal  occupancy  of  sites  within  che 
area.     In  more  recent  times,    the  Karta  area  has  seen  considerable  mineral 
exploration  and  active  mining.     The  Flagstaff  Mine  produced  silver  and  gold 
during  the  1920' s.     Trapping  was  a  common  activity  from  the  late  ISOO's  co 
the  1950's. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  and  evaluate  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless 
Area  Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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The  Karca  Roadless  Area  is  wichin  the  primary  sale  area  for  Che  Ketchikan 
Pulp  Company  Long-term  Timber  Sale.      In  February  1989,   a  moratorium  was 
placed  on  timber  harvest  planning  pending  legislative  action  and  possible 
consideration  of  designating  the  area  as  Wilderness. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Karta  Roadless  Area   is   located   in  the  center 
of  the  east  side  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island  and  at  the  west  end  of 
Kasaan  Bav .     Access  to  the  Karta  River  is  by  boat  or  floatplane.  The 
north,   west,    and  south  sides  are  accessible  by  road. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  Karta  River   is  a  major  west  to  east 
trending  drainage   through  a  system  of  moderately  rugged  to  rugged 
mountains.     The  northern  third  of  the  area  is   relatively  flat.  Salmon 
Lake,   Karta  Lake,   and  the  Karta  River  form  the  principal  water  system 
wichin  Che  area  and  account  for  about  3,159  acres.     There  are  2,800  acres 
of  alpine.     Shoreline  on  salcwater  Cotals  32  miles. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Island 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling  subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     VegeCaCion  is  Cypical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sicka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar.     There  are  about  500 
acres  of  muskeg. 

There  are  approximately  99,687  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  56,39':'' 
are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,  ^S,I22 
acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  6,218  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  are  generally  highly  organic  with  low  clay  content 
and  are  formed  over  bedrock.     Soil  depth  is  typically  about  -^O  inches. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  Che  Alaska  Department . o f 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  ForesC  HabicaC  Integrity  Program  (1983^.  These 
racings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  es tuar ies . 

All  VCU's  with  the  exception  of  598,  599,  601.  and  611  are  rated  as 
high  value  for  commercial  and  sport  fish.  VCU  622  is  raced  as  high 
value  esCuary  habiCac.  The  Karta  River  is  recognized  as  one  of  Che 
outstanding  sport  fishing  streams  in  Southeast  Alaska. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  high  populations  of  Sitka 
black-Cailed  deer,   black  bear,   oCCer,   marcen,   mink,    loon,   and  common 
waterfowl.     Alpine  areas  are  excellent  ptarmigan  habitat. 

( f )  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 
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(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  the  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   I,   Released.  Released 
LUD  I's  are  to  be  managed  in  their  roadless  condition,   although  fish  and 
wildlife  improvement  projects  can  be  planned  and  implemented. 

The  Karta  River  is  a  high  recreation  and  subsistence  use  area.     There  are- 
five  recreation  use  cabins  and  eight  miles  of  trail  within  the  area. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  roadless  area  is  part  of  the 
Coastal  Hills  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep 
landforms ,   predominantly  rounded  summits,   elevations  ranging  up  to  4,500 
feet,   and  flat-floored  U-shaped  vallevs.     Numerous  island  groups  are  also 
common  in  this  character  type.     This  area  is,    for  the  most  part,  quite 
representative  of  the  Coastal  Hills  character  type  except  for  the  very 
rugged  and  scenic  terrain  near  the  south  and  west  boundaries  that  make  up 
part  of  the  Klawock  Mountains. 

About  20  percent  of  the  area  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  A  (having  a 
level  of  landscape  diversity  and  scenic  quality  that  is  distinctive 
relative  to  the  character  type  in  which  it  is  located).     The  remaining  SO 
percent  is  rated  as  Variety  Class  B.     The  outstanding  scenic  features  thac 
make  up  these  Class  A  landscapes  include  the  very  rugged  rock  forms  of  the 
Klawock  Mountains.     Significant  also  are  the  prominent  waterforms  including 
the  variety  of  lakes  and  river  and  stream  features  of  this  area. 

About  85  percent  of  the  area  has  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  where 
the  natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity.     The  rest 
of  the  area  has  been  moderately  to  heavily  modified  due  to  the  logging  and 
roadirfg  activity  along  the  northern  and  southern  boundaries. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     Extensive  Native-owned 
timberlands  to  the  west  of  this  roadless  area  are  currently  being 
harvested.     The  areas  to  the  north  and  south  have  also  been  roaded  and 
logged  during  different  periods  in  the  past.     Major  mountain  ridges 
physically  isolate  a  great  portion  of  the  logging  activity  from  the 
roadless  area.     To  the  east  is  Kasaan  Bay  which  is  the  main  water  access 
route  to  Prince  of  Wales  Island.     It  is  this  easy  access  route,  to  Che  Kart;; 
River  along  with  the  excellent  fishing  that  creates  the  very  heavy  public 
use  of  the  Karta  River  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  ot 
the  area,    the  scenery,    the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife,   and  to  study  che 
processes  which  formed  this  country  may  all  be  attractions.  The 
outstanding  fishing  in  the  Karta  River  water  system  is  a  premier 
attraction.     The  area  contains  22  inventoried  recreation  places  containing 
24,527  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  boundaries  of  this 
area  are  easy  to  identify  and  do  not  present  anv  difficulty  for  manat^ement: 
as  a  roadless  area  boundary.     The   increasing  popularity  and  use  ot   l1k=  aiw. 
could  cause  some  future  difficulty  in  managing  it  as  a  wilderness  due  to 
the  decreasing  solitude. 
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(2)  Natural  IntegriCy:     Because  it  includes  almost  all  of  the  Karta  River 
drainage  area,   and  includes  no  recent  human-made  intrusions  except  for  the 
trail  and  cabins,   natural  integrity  of  this  roadless  area  is  very  good. 
The  evidence  of  early  dav  mining  is  no   longer  a  significant   influence  on 
the  area's  naturalness. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Between  late  June  and  September  there  is 
limited  opportunity  to  find  true  solitude  within  the  Karta  River  drainage. 
The  cabins  at  Salmon  and  Karta  Lakes  are  generally  fully  booked  for  this 
use  period.     This  causes  near  daily  floatplane  traffic  to  transport 
visitors   in  and  out  of  the  area.     In  addition,    the  eight-mile  long  Karta 
Trail  is  the  only  foot  route   into  this  roadless  area.     All  visitors  who 
access  this  area  by  boat  use  this   trail.     There  is  more  opportunity  for 
solitude  on  the  alpine  ridges  that  rim  the  Karta  River  basin. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     There  is  good  opportunitv  for 
semi-primitive  to  primitive  recreation  in  the  Karta  River  drainage  which  is 
the  core  of  this  roadless  area.     Much  of  the  rest  of  this  area  borders  on 
extensive  timber  harvest  on  both  Native  and  National  Forest  lands,  and 
hence  is   in  a  Roaded  Modified  or  Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  ROS  class. 


ROS  Class 

Acres 

Primitive  I  (PI) 

20, 

395 

Primitive  II  (P2) 

11, 

017 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 

54, 

919 

Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM). 

2  , 

998 

Roaded  Natural  (RN) 

3, 

218 

Roaded  Modified  (R]1) 

26  , 

335 

Rural  {R) 

840 

The  area  contains  22  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 


P2 

SPNM 

SPM 

RN 

RM 

R 


11,017 
6,115 
2,679 
1 ,  699 
2,177 
840 


4,680 
S  ,970 
7  ,020 
3  ,060 
3  ,  740 
200 


(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural) 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 


The  re 


Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)     Recreation  Potential:     The  current  emphasis  is  to  manage   the  area 
at  about  the  present  use  level.     Within  the  Karta  River  drainage,  the 
present  use  level  has  already  exceeded  the  capacitv  of  the  area   for  .i 
primitive  experience  and  is  pushing  the  limits   to  allow  for  a 
semi-primitive  experience.     To  this  end  outfitting  and  guiding  is 
being  limited  to  a  rather  low  number,   and  no  plans  are  contemplated  ro 
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construct  additional  cabins   in  the  area.     A  potential  exists  to 
construct  entry  trails   into  the  low  use  northern  and  southern  edges  of 
this  roadless  area.     There  are  also  opportunities  for  alpine  trails 
along  the  ridges  within  the  Klawock  Mountains  and  along  the  Harris 
ridge  taking  off  from  the  Hollis -Klawock  Highway. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     This  roadless  area  has  outstanding  fish  habitat. 
In  addition,    inventories  show  numerous  opportunities   for  fish  habitat 
improvement  on  several  of  the  streams  within  the  area.  Habitat 
improvements  would,    for  the  most  part,    involve  constructing  fish 
passes  around  natural  barriers  so  salmon  can  reach  high  quality 
spawning  habitat  that  is  currently  unavailable. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  long-range  plans  to  accomplish 
habitat  improvement  project  work  within  this  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  51,601  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes  43,724  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  5,318  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  mineral  potential  within  the  area  is  considered  to 
be  high.     It  is  not  unrealistic  with  an  improvement  in  mining 
economics  that  the  Flagstaff  Mine  would  reopen  or  that  other  old 
claims  would  become  viable  mines  in  the  future. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 
(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  It  is  anticipated  that  future  management  for  most  of  this 
roadless  area  will  continue  to  be  similar  to  that  provided  by  the 
LUD  1  designation  in  the  current  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan;  that 
is,  managed  in  the  roadless  condition  with  emphasis  on  recreation, 
fish,   and  wildlife  resources.     Mining  is  a  potential  resource  use  that 
cannot  be  planned  for  at  this  time.     However,   it  is  predicted  that  at 
some  time  in  the  future  mining  activity  will  occur. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  System  land. 

d.     Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 


(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
separated  from  the  the  Thorne  River,   Kogish,   and  Polk  Roadless  Areas  by 
roads  and  timber  harvest  units. 
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(2)  Distance  Froin  Population  Centers  (accessibility)  :  Approxiinate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Comniuni  ty 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau 
Ke  tchikan 
Hollis 


(.Pop.  23,729) 
(Pop.  12,705) 
(Pop.  82) 


■170 
25 
6 


200 
30 
10 


Hollis,    located  on  the   Prince  of  Wales   Island,    is   the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:  The  area  has  been  identified  as  a  "moratorium" 
area  pending  congressional  action  on  current  wilderness  initiatives. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  substantial  local  use 
for  subsistence  and  recreation  activity. 

e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Thorne  River  (511)  ACRES   (GROSS):     112,460        ACRES   (NFS):  112,460 

GEOZONE:  K06 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  Cable  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

571 

Not  Rated 

Hatchery 

574 

22 

Thorne  Lake 

575 

23 

Unnamed 

576 

21 

Logj  am 

577 

21 

Snakey  Lakes 

578 

20 

579 

Not  Rated 

580 

Not  Rated 

581 

Not  Rated 

583 

Not  Rated 

584 

Not  Rated 

585 

Not  Rated 

588 

Not  Rated 

590 

Not  Rated 

595 

Not  Rated 

596 

Not  Rated 

Goose  Creek 

597 

21 

(2)     History:     This  large  and  varied  roadless  area  has  received  very  little^ 
use  over  time.     Aboriginal  cultures  probably  used  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Thorne  River  for  subsistence  use.     In  recent  history,   trapping  has  occurred 
in  the  Thorne  River  drainage.     In  the  last  twenty  vears  there  has  been 
increasing  interest  in  the  freshwater  fishing  and  canoeing  throughout  the 
water  system. 

\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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The  Thorne  River  Roadless  Area  is  wichin  the  primary  sale  area  for  the 
Kecchikan  Pulp  Company   (KPC)   Long-term  Timber  Sale.     The  periphery  of  the 
area  has  been  extensively  roaded  and  logged  and  current  plans   include  sale 
units  and  roads  within  the  roadless  area  boundary. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This   roadless  area  includes  a  large  part  of  tho 
center  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island  and  almost  all  of  the  Thorne  River 
drainage . 

The   southern  boundary   is   formed  by  State  Highway  929  and  Forest  Road  30 
connecting  the  communities  of  Thorne  Bay  and  Craig.     These  roads  and  other 
logging  roads  provide  land  access  to  all  sides  of  the  roadless  area.  The 
primary  access  to  the  interior  of  the  roadless  area  is  by  floatplane.  An 
increasing  means  of  access  to  the  interior  of  the  area  is  by  canoe ,  but 
this  is  limited  to  very  skilled  boaters. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     There  are  two  distinct  topographic  types 
within  this  roadless  area.     The  larger  is  the  broad,    flat  area  essentially 
made  up  of  the  Thorne  River  drainage.     The  other  is  the  mountainous  and 
very  rugged  terrain  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  area.     Elevations  range  from 
sea  level  to  over  3,000  feet.     There  are  1,560  acres  of  alpine  and  1,840 
acres  of  fresh  water  within  this  roadless  area.     There  are  two  miles  of 
saltwater  shoreline. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:  The  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 
Geographic  Province.  This  province  is  characterised  bv  rolling 
subdued  and  localized  rugged  terrain. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  in  this  area  is   typical  Southeast  .Alaska 
coastal  temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western 
hemlock  and  Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component.     There  are 
2.939  acres  of  muskeg. 

There  are  approximately  103,160  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  61.51-t 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
55,351  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  5,682  acres  are  riparia.n 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic  and  low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  574,    575,    576,    577,    578,    579,   580,    581,   588,    590,    595,    5^^o.  and 
597  are  rated  high  value   for  sport  fish. 

VCU's  571,  574,  575,  576,  578,  579,  580,  581,  583,  588,  590,  Ss^S.  5^^o. 
and  597  are  rated  high  value   for  commercial  fish. 
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VCU's  584  and  585  are  rated  high  value  for  estuary  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  high  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,   otter,   marten,   mink,    loon,   and  common 
waterfowl.     Alpine  areas  are  excellent  ptarmigan  habitat.   The  Thome 
River  and  lakes   in  the  area  are  known  resting  places   for  migrating 
trumpeter  swans. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  3   (LUD  3)    (44,791  acres)   and  zo 
LUD  4  (67,650  acres).     The  LUD  3  area  is  Co  be  managed  for  a  variety  of 
uses  and  activities  in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner.     In  the  LUD  4 
portion,   the  emphasis  is  on  intensive  resource  use  and  development  of 
resources  with  commodity  and  market  values. 

One  recreation  use  cabin  is  located  at  Honker  Lake.     The  trail/canoe  system 
within  the  area  is  frequently  used.     Outfitting  and  guiding  are  becoming 
significant  activities  on  the  Thorne  River  system. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  northern  half  of  this  roadless 
area  is  part  of  the  Kupreanof  Lowlands  character  type  which  is 
characterized  by  low,   rolling  relief  with  elevations  seldom  greater  than 
1,500  feet.     The  southern  half  is  part  of  the  Coastal  Hills  character  type 
which  generally  possesses  steeper  slopes,  and  more  massive  landforms.  The 
area  exhibits  the  landscape  characteristics  of  both  character  types,  though 
not  in  a  manner  that  corresponds  to  the  character  type  boundaries.  The 
western  half  along  the  Hatchery  Creek  and  Thorne  River  is  characterized  by 
low,   rolling  relief,   while  the  eastern  half  is  made  up  of  large  blocky 
landforms  with  rounded  to  flat  ridges. 

Almost  the  entire  area  (90  percent)   is  inventoried  as  Varietv  Class  B 
(possessing  a  level  of  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  to  the  character 
type).     Only  about  eight  percent  of  the  area  is  rated  as  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  a  high  degree  of  landscape  diversity  for  the  character  type) . 
These  more  scenic  Variety  Class  A  areas  are  primarily  around  the  Snakey 
Lakes,   an  intricate  complex  of  narrow,  winding  freshwater  bodies  north  of 
the  main  Thorne  Lake  drainage.     Other  notable  scenic  areas  are  various 
portions  of  the  Thorne  River  and  its  many  areas  of  grassy  meadows  and  large 
stands  of  spruce. 

About  83  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  in  a  Type  I  E.xisting  Visual 
Condition  where  the  natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human 
activity.  Most  of  the  rest  of  the  area  is  in  a  moderately  to  heavily 
modified  visual  condition  due  to  the  extensive  logging  around  its  edge. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  Thorne  River  Roadless  Area  is 
bounded  on  the  north,   west,   south,   and  most  of  the  east  by  extensive  timber 
harvest  areas.     A  small  segment  of  the  eastern  boundary  is  saltwater.  The 
southern  boundary  is  formed  by  a  Forest  Highway  which  is  one  of  the 
principal  roads  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural   features  of 
Che  area,    the  scenery,    the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife,   and  to  study  the 
processes  which  formed  this  country  may  all  be  attractions.     The  extensive 
opportunity  to  canoe  within  the  area  is  an  outstanding  attraction.  The 
fishing  and  solitude,   particularly  along  various  segments  of  the  Thorne 
River,   are  a  major  attraction.     The  area  contains   17   inventoried  recreation 
places  totaling  49,121  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  existing  Ziw.bei' 
harvest  areas,    the  Forest  highway,    the   ridge   lines,    and   the  muskeg  areas 
form  verv  definable  and  manageable  boundaries. 

(2)  Natural  InCegrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  one  recreation 
use  cabin  and  a  small  trail  system. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Very  good  opportunities  for  solitude  exist 
within  the  area,   excluding  the  very  fringe  where  the  sights  and  sounds  of 
logging  and  vehicle  traffic  may  be  evident.     Floatplanes  and  boats  are  used 
to  transport  people  to  the  numerous  fishing  lakes  and  the  recreation  cabin 
within  the  area.     Persons  using  this  roadless  area  during  the  summer  may 
encounter  other  recreation  or  subsistence  users. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:       Due  to  the  many  lake  and 
stream  oriented  recreation  attractions  and  the  remoteness  and  solitude  of 
the  area,    the  interior  of  the  Thorne  River  Roadless  Area  offers  outstanding 
opportunities  for  primitive  recreation. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  I  (PI) 
Primitive  II  (P2) 
Semi-Primitive  (SPNM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


31,209 
4,  161 

58 ,817 
4,  302 

13,971 


The  area  contains  17  inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 


PI 

P2 


4 
1 
7 
4 
1 


15, 164 
4,161 

25,353 
2.642 
1,801 


4  ,  940 
1,560 
9  ,431 
19,084 
2,925 


SPNM 


RN 
RM 


(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 
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c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  current  management  emphasis  for  the 
Thorne  River,   Honker  Divide,   and  Snakey  Lakes  area  is  for  primitive 
recreation.      Future  planning  is  centered  upon  completing  a  system  of 
canoe  routes  and  portages,    and  identifving  good,   well-spaced  campsit 
rather  than  constructing  shelters. 

In  general,    the  Thorne  River  Roadless  Area  has  considerable  potencij 
for  developed  and  dispersed   .     However,    to  use   it  safelv,    this  area 
requires  considerable  wilderness   skills.      Even  with  we  1 1  - deve loped 
canoe  trails  and  portages ,   the  area  is  unforgiving  and  the 
inexperienced  visitor  could  be  at  risk  using  it.     For  these  reasons, 
the  recreation  potential  of  the  area  may  not  be  developed  in  the 
foreseeable  future. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     This  roadless  area  has  outstanding  fish  habitat 
This,   notwithstanding,   inventories  show  that  there  are  numerous 
opportunities  for  fish  habitat  improvement  on  several  of  the  streams 
within  the  area.     Almost  all  of  this  potential  is  in  constructing  fi 
passes  around  or  over  natural  barriers  so  salmon  can  reach  high 
quality  spawning  habitat  that  is  currently  unavailable. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:  There  are  no  long-range  plans  to  accomplish 
wildlife  habitat  improvement  project  work  within  this  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  54,972  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  49,430  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  5,042  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  potential  for  finding  and  developing  locatable 
minerals  low. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  Located  within  the  KPC  Long-term  Timber  Sale  primary  sale  area, 
this  roadless  area  contains  significant  volumes  of  merchantable 
timber.     For  the  remainder  of  the  life  of  the  long-term  sale  contract 
it  is  likely  that  harvest  entries  will  continue  to  be  made  into  the 
existing  unroaded  area. 

One  of  the  definitive  management  objectives  for  the  area  is  to 
preserve  the  recreational  and  natural  values   in  the  Honker  Divide 
area.     To  this  end,   the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  directs   that  no 
timber  harvest  may  occur  within  a  quarter-mile  wide  strip  on  either 
side  of  the  Thorne  River,   and  that  only  a  limited  harvest  occur  wichi 
the  next  quarter-mile  strip  on  either  side  of  the  river. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 
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(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  Cree  diseases  common  to  Southeast; 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     All  of  the  area   is  National   Forest  System  land, 
d.     Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
separated  from  the   the  Karta,   Kogish,    Sweetwater,   and  Ratz  Roadless  .Areas 
by  roads  and  timber  harvest  units. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility)  :  .Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  170  200 

Ketchikan        (Pop.   12,705)  35  45 

Mollis,   located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,    is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatix'os 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  significant   local  use 
for  subsistence  and  recreation  activities. 


e.     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 
NAME:     Ratz     (512)  ACRES   (GROSS):     8,349  ACRES   (NFS):  8,349 

gl:ozone:    kg  6 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  20 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Conunents 

Baird  Point  582  20 

583  .  Not  Rated 

584  Not  Rated 


(2)  History:     This  area  does  not  have  a  history  of  contemporary  use  or 
activity.     There  may  have  been  some  aboriginal  use  within  the  area  but  th 
has  not  been  confirmed  through  cultural  resource  investigations.  Some 
early  day  hand  logging  occurred  along  the  saltwater  of  Ratz  Harbor. 

The  Ratz  Roadless  Area  is  within  the  primary  sale  area  for  the  Ketchikan 
Pulp  Company  (KPC)   Long-term  Timber  Sale. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Ratz  Roadless  Area  is  located  on  the  east 
side  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island  approximately  15  miles  north  of  Thorne  Bay 
The  only  access  to  this  area  is  by  boat  or  floatplane  through  Ratz  Harbor 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  verv  rugged 
terrain  except  for  the  uplands  west  of  Ratz  Harbor  where  the  topographv'  i 
flat  wetlands  and  muskeg.     The  highest  elevation  is  3,000  feet.     There  .ir 
five  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 


(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Classification:  The  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 

Geographic  Province.  This  province  is  characterized  by  rolling 

subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 


\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  usod 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  in  this  area  is   typical  Southeast  Alaska 
coastal  temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western 
hemlock  and  Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component. 

There  are  approximately  7,588  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  4,606 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  Land, 
4,125  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  461  acres  are  riparian  old 
growth . 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,    low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock.     Soil  are   typically  about  40  inciies 
deep  . 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     The  fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  zhe 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
racings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU  581  is  high  value  for  commercial  and  sport  fish,   and  VCU  582  is 
high  value  for  commercial  fish  and  estuary  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,   and  a  scattering  of  other  animals  and 
birds  common  to  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass 'Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designations   (LUD)   3   (4,024  acres)  and 
LUD  4  (4,325  acres).     The  area  around  Ratz  Harbor  is   in  LUD  3  and  is   to  be 
managed  for  a  variety  of  uses  and  activities  in  a  compatible  and 
complementary  manner.     The  emphasis  in  the  LUD  4  areas   is  to  manage  for 
intensive  resource  use,   and  for  the  development  of  resources  with  coiiiinod  i  cv 
and  market  values. 

The  only  direct  resource  management  activity  of  this  area  has  been  related 
to  timber  management.     The  perimeter  of  the  roadless  area  has  been  reduced 
over  time  by  road  construction  and  logging,   and  there  are  harvest  units 
planned  in  the  peripheral  area  during  the  1989-94  KPC  Long-term  Timber  Sale 
operating  plan. 

An  electronics  site,   authorized  by  a  special  use  permit,    is  located  on 
Baird  Peak. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  roadless  area  is  part  of  the 
Coastal  Hills  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep 
landf orms ,  predominantly  rounded  summits,   elevations  up  to  4,500  feet  and 
f  lat  -  floored ,   U-shaped  valleys.     Numerous   island  groups  are  also  coniiiion  in 
this  character  type.     This  relatively  small  roadless  area  primarilv 
includes  one  steep  hillside  and  a  long,   rounded  alpine  ridge  rising  up  from 
Clarence  Strait. 
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The  entire  area  is  inventoried  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape 
diversity  common  to  the  character  type).     The  major  scenic  features  are  che 
diverse  alpine  terrain  features  and  small  lakes  near  the  summit  of  Baird 


About  53  percent  of  the  area  is   in  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  where- 
the  natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity.     Due  to  Clio 
extensive  timber  harvest  around  the  periphery  of  this  area,    the  rest  is  in 
a  moderately-   to  heavily-altered  visual  condition.     Almost  20  percent  is  in 
a  Type  VI  visual  condition  where   the  alterations  create  glaring  contrasts 
with  the  natural  landscape. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):  The  Ratz:  Roadless  Area  is  bounded 
entirely  by  roads  and  timber  harvest  units  or  saltwater. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,    the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  che 
processes  which  formed  this  country  may  all  be  attractions.     The  area 
contains  four  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  5,043  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  existing  timber 
harvest  areas  and  roads  form  an  irregular  but  very  definable  boundary. 
Because  of  this,   and  the  geographically  well-defined  nature  of  this  ridge, 
che  area  can  readily  be  managed  as  a  roadless  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  has  good  natural  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Except  when  logging  activity  is  taking 
place  in  nearby  areas,    the  opportunity  for  solitude  within  the  area  is 
good.     Persons  camping  or  hiking  within  the  area  are  unlikely  Co  encounter 
other  persons. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:  Due  to  the  limited  site  of  che 
area,  and  the  proximity  of  extensive  logging  activities  that  are  presently 
taking  place,   the  potential  for  primitive  recreation  experiences  is 

1 imited . 


Peak. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Serai-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


3,922 
2,625 
1,802 


The  area  contains  four  inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REG.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 


SPNM 

SPM 

RM 


1 
1 

2 


3,362 

780 
901 


3  ,  120 
7  ,  SOO 
6  ,350 


(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 
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c.  Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There   is   relatively  low  potential  for 
recreation  development  in  the  area.     There   is  an  identified  potential 
for  alpine  hiking  trails  extending  from  existing  logging  roads   to  the 
various  small  alpine  lafces  in  the  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventor;.' 
indicates   that   the  streams  and  lakes  within  this  area  are  supporting 
fish  populations  at  about  the  optimum  level,   and  no  specific  projecc-i 
are  planned. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  short-  or  long-range  plans  to 
accomplish  habitat  improvement  project  work  within  the  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  4,146  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  3,685  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  381  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     Alaska  Telecom's  electronics  site  on 
Baird  Peak  is  authorized  by  special  use  permit. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  potential  for  mineral  development   is  low. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  rugged  terrain  limits  plans  for  resource  management  within 
this  roadless  area.     The  roadless  area  is   important  as  unaltered 
wildlife  habitat  adjacent  to  extensive  timber  harvest  areas. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     All  of  this  area  is  National  Forest  System  land. 

d.  Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:  This  roadless  area  is 
separated  from  the  the  Thorne  River  and  Sweetwater  Roadless  Areas  bv  roads 
and  timber  harvest  areas. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau 
Ketchikan 


(Pop.  23,729) 
(Pop.  12,705) 


170 
45 


200 
70 
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Mollis,    located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,    is  Che  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initia 
to  date .  • 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:  The  area  receives  light  use  by  local 
people  for  recreation  and  subsistence. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Sweetwater   (513)  ACRES   (GROSS):      11,104         ACRES   (NFS):  11,104 


Cl'OZONE:  K06 

CMOCRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 


1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING: 


21 


a.  Description 


(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The   table  below  displays   the  VCU  I 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,  original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Hatchery 


572 
573 
574 
581 


22 


Not  Rated 
Not  Rated 

Not  Rated 


(2)  History:  This  area  has  no  history  of  contemporary  use  or  activity 
Some  aboriginal  use  may  have  occurred  within  the  area,  but  this  has  not 
been  confirmed  through  cultural  resource  investigations. 


The  Sweetwater  Roadless  Area  is  within  the  primary  sale  area  for  clie 
Ketchikan  Pulp  Company  (KPC)   Long-term  Timber  Sale. 


(3)     Location  and  Access:     The  Sweetwater  area  is   located  on  the  east  si^i 

of  Prince  of  Wales  Island  approximately  15[  miles  north  of  Thorne  Bav . 

Access  to  the  area  is  by  a  road  system  that  encircles  the  entire  roadless 
area . 


(4)     Geography  and  Topography:     The  Sweetwater  Roadless  .Area  is 
characterized  by  fairly  rugged  terrain  with  elevations  up  to  2,500  feet. 
The  area  primarily  includes  the  broad,   unroaded  ridge  tops  between  the 
Sweetwater  and  Luck  Lake  basins  and  does  not  include  any  saltwater 
shoreline . 


(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Souther 
Outer  Islands  Geographic  Province.     The  region  is  characterized  bv 
rolling  subdued  and  localized  rugged  terrain. 


\/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  L.uul 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)   was   the  nationwide  system  used 
rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component.     There  are  numerous 
interspersed  areas  of  muskeg. 

There  are  approximately  10,684  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  5,922 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
5,032  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  560  acres  are  ripariati  oLlI 
growth . 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,    low  clav  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  range  to  a  depth  of  40  inches. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries.  , 

VCU's  574  and  581  have  high  value  for  commercial  fish,  VCU's  573,  574, 
and  581  high  value  for  sport  fish,   and  VCU  572  high  value  for  estuary 
habitat . 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,  black  bear,   and  a  scattering  of  other  wildlife 
species  common  to  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  4  (LUD  4).     Emphasis   in  LUD  -4 
areas  is  to  manage  for  intensive  resource  use,   and  development  of  resources 
with  commodity  and  market  values. 

The  only  direct  resource  management  activity  of  this  area  has  been  related 
to  timber  management.     The  perimeter  of  the  roadless  area  has  been  reduced 
over  time  by  road  construction  and  logging.     The  area  is  within  the  prinuii'v 
sale  area  for  the  KPC  Long-term  Timber  Sale. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness) :     This  area  is  part  of  the  Kupreanof 
Lowlands  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  predominantly  low  relief, 
with  elevations  seldom  greater  than  1,500  feet.     Numerous  island  groups  anti 
intricate  waterways  are  also  common  in  this  character  type.     This  area  is 
generally  representative  of  this  character  type  except  for  slightly  higher 
elevations.     There  are  no  outstanding,  unique  landscape  features  in  this 
small  area. 

The  entire  area  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  levels  of 
landscape  diversity  common  to  the  character  type). 
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Because  of  the  prominence  of  heavy  logging  surrounding  this  area,   only  35 
percent  of  the  area  is   in  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  where  the 
natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity.     The  rest  of 
the  area  is  in  moderately  to  heavily  modified  state,    including  about  17 
percent   in  Tvpe  VI  visual  condition  where   the  heavy  alterations   to  the 
landscape  are  in  glaring  contrast  to  its  natural  characteristics. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  Sweetwater  Roadless  Area  is 
entirely  bounded  bv  roads  and  timber  harvest  units.     This  is  a  significant 
external  influence  upon  the  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     Because  of  the  very 
average  scenic  quality  and  the  presence  of  extensive  timber  harvest  around 
this  small  area,    there  are  no  major  scenic  attractions.     Trumpeter  Lake,  a 
small  waterbody  near  the  alpine  zone  of  the  broad  ridge,   is  probably  the 
most  significant  natural  feature  in  the  area.     The  area  contains  two 
inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  4,501  acres,  but  use  is  light. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroadcd  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  existing  timber 
harvest  areas  and  roads  form  an  irregular  but  very  definable  boundary.  The 
area  is  readily  manageable  in  a  roadless  condition  since  it  is  primarily 
made  up  of  a  series  of  alpine  ridges  that  are  fairly  identifiable. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     This  roadless  area  is  unaltered,    though  the 
periphery  of  the  area  has  been  heavily  modified.     Its  boundaries  provide  a 
logical  land  unit  for  management  purposes. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Within  the  area,    the  opportunity  for 
solitude  is  excellent.     Persons  camping  or  hiking  within  the  area  are 
unlikely  to  encounter  other  persons. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  limited  size  of  the  area, 
the  extensiveness  of  adjacent  timber  harvest,   and  the  limited  number  of 
recreation  attractions  result  in  limited  primitive  recreation  potential. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


6  , 162 
4,942 


The  area  contains  two  inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REG.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD ' S 


SPNM 
RM 


1 
1 


4,221 
280 


1,932 
437 


(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 
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c .  Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Due  to  the  minimal  recreation  attraccions, 
the  recreation  potential  of  this  area  is  relatively  low.  Identified 
alpine  hiking  opportunities  lead  from  the  Trumpeter  Lake  area.  Good 
hunting  opportunities  possibly  exist. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventorv 
indicates  that  there  is  potential  for  salmon  enhancement  projects, 
such  as  constructing  fish  passes  on  several  of  the  streams  within  the 
area . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  short-  or  long-range  plans  to 
accomplish  habitat  improvement  project  work  within  the  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  5,382  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  4,802  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  520  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     Mineral  development  potential  is  low. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  rugged  terrain  and  the  general  lack  of  commercial  timber 
limits  resource  management  potential  within  this  roadless  area.  The 
area  is  important  as  unaltered  wildlife  habitat  adjacent  to  extensive 
timber  harvest  areas. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeasc 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     All  of  the  area  is  National  Forest  System  land. 

d.  Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
separated  from  the  the  Sarkar,   Thorne  River,   and  Ratz  Roadless  Areas  by 
roads  and  timber  harvest  areas. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Ketchikan     (Pop.  12,705) 


170 
45 


200 
70 
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Hollis,    located  on  Prince  of  Wales   Island,    is   che  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratoriuni  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  is  not  known  to  be  of 
significant  interest  to  local  residents  or  users.     The  area  is  not 
used  for  recreation  other  than  for  deer  hunting. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Sarkar     (514)  ACRES   (GROSS):     73,725  ACRES   (NFS):  73,565 

CEOZONE:  K06 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  OuCer  Islands 
19  89  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,  original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Coaunents 

538 

Not  Rated 

Sarheen 

549 

21 

550 

Not  Rated 

551 

Not  Rated 

Barnes  Lake 

552 

24 

Mable  Creek 

553 

24 

Sarkar 

554 

23 

571 

Not  Rated 

573 

Not  Rated 

Logj  am 

577 

21 

(2)     Histoiry:     This  area,  used  by  prehistoric  and  historic  Native  cultures, 
contains  what  may  be  one  of  the  larger-known  Native  summer  camps.  Two 
traditional-use  Native  sites  have  been  conveyed  to  Native  Corporations  in 
accordance  with  ANILCA.     In  the  early  1900' s,   salteries  were  located  on  tho 
west  coast  of  this  roadless  area. 

The  Sarkar  Lake  chain  has  a  long  history  of  subsistence  and  recreation 
use.     Very  old  corduroy  trail  segments  are  in  evidence.     This  same  area  is 
known  for  past  and  present  use  as  a  canoe  route. 

The  Sarkar  Roadless  Area  is  within  the  primary  sale  area  for  the  Ketchikan 
Pulp  Company  (KPC)  Long-term  Timber  Sale. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Coniparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  north  end  of  Prince 
of  Wales  Island  and  is  bounded  on  all  sides  by  roaded  timber  harvest 
areas.     The  area  is  accessed  by  saltwater  on  the  east  and  west  coasts  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  Island,   by  the  network  of  roads  around  the  exterior, 
and  by  floatplane  to  the  several  lakes  within  the  area. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  low  elevation, 
subdued  topography,   and  low-lying  muskeg  systems.     The  maximum  elevation  is 
2,000   feet.     There  are  21  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline  and  numerous 
freshwater  lakes   totaling  5,316  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:  The  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 
Geographic  Province.  This  province  is  characterized  by  rolling 
subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component.     There  are  numerous 
interspersed  areas  of  muskeg  vegetative  totaling  1,941  acres. 

There  are  approximately  65,308  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  37,^9-^i 
acres   is  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
33,394  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,860  riparian  old 
growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  are  highly  organic,   of  low  clay  content,  and 
generally  formed  over  bedrock.     They  are  typically  about  40  inches 
deep  . 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  State  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  commercial  fish,    sport  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  538,   552,   553,   554,   573,  and  570  are  high  value  for  sport  fish 
and  VCU's  538,   554,   and  571  are  high  value  for  commercial   fish.  No 
VCU's  were  highly  rated  as  estuaries. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,   otter,   marten,   mink,    loon,   and  common 
waterfowl.     Sarkar  Lake  is  a  wintering  area  for  trumpeter  swan. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designations   (LUD's)   2,    3,   and  4.  The 
center  of  the  Sarkar  Roadless  Area  is  the  LUD  2  area  (25,406  acres)  which 
is   to  be  managed  in  the  roadless  condition  with  the  exception  that  wiUiliLo 
and  fish  habitat  improvement  projects  are  permitted.     The  LUD  3  area 
(26,140  acres)   is  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses  and  activities  in 
compatible  and  complementary  manner.     Management  emphasis   in  the  LUD  -+  .ire,; 
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(21,959  acres)    is  on  intensive  resource  use  and  development  of  resources 
with  commodity  and  market  values. 

There  are  three  recreation  use  cabins  located  at  Barnes,   Sweetwater,  and 
Sarkar  Lakes.     With  the  development  of  a  few  portages,   Sarkar  Lake  and  its 
associated  lakes  provide  outstanding  canoeing  opportunities.     The  main  lake 
adjacent  to  the  road  system  is  presently  used  extensively  for  canoeing. 
Sarkar  is  a  significant  subsistence  use  area. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  entire  roadless  area  is  part 
of  the  Kupreanof  Lowlands  character  type  which  is  charac ter i::ed  by 
predominantly  low,    rolling  relief,   and  elevations  seldom  greater  than  1,500 
feet.     Numerous   island  groups  and  intricate  waterways  are  also  common  in 
this  character  type.     This  roadless  area  exhibits  very  gently  rolling  to 
almost  flat  landscapes.     Though  the  landforras  of  the  area  are  relatively 
featureless,   the  Sarkar  Lakes  area  possesses  a  highly  intricate  and  diverse 
network  of  freshwater  channels,  ponds,   larger  lakes,   and  islands. 

About  18  percent  of  this  area  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  A  (possessing 
a  high  degree  of  landscape  diversity  relative  to  the  character  type). 
These  landscapes  include  primarily  the  Sarkar  Lakes  and  Gold  and  Galigan 
Lagoon  areas.     About  58  percent  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  B 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  common  in  the  character  type.     Due  to  the 
large  areas  of  low,   featureless  terrain  much  of  this  area  (24  percent)  is 
rated  a  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  a  low  degree  of  landscape  diversity"), 

.About  83  percent  of  the  area  is   in  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  whei'o 
the  natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity.     The  rest 
of  the  area  (17  percent)  exhibits  all  the  other  levels  of  landscape 
modification,   from  Type  II  to  Type  VI,   due  to  the  moderate   to  heavy  loggini', 
activity  around  the  edge  of  this  roadless  area. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  Sarkar  Roadless  Area  is 
bounded  on  the  north,  west,   south,   and  most  of  the  east  by  extensive  timlTer 
harvest  areas.     A  small  segment  of  the  eastern  boundary  is  saltwater.  Th>.' 
pending  Native  land  selections  at  South  Neck  Lake  and  South  Whale  Pass  have 
been  excluded  from  this  roadless  area  but  do  form  part  of  its  boundarv. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  oL 
the  area,   the  scenery,   the  saltwater  bays  and  inlets,   and  the  opportunitv 
to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this  country  may 
all  be  attractions.     The  extensive  canoeing  opportunity  within  the  area  is 
an  outstanding  attraction.     The  fishing  and  solitude  of  the  area  are 
attractions.     The  area  contains  14  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling 
26,482  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  existing  timber 
harvest  areas  along  with  ridge  lines  and  muskeg  areas  form  very  definable 
and  manageable  boundaries . 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  tliree 
recreation  use  cabins  and  the  trail  system. 
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(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  very  good  opportunity  for  solitutle 
wLChin  the  area  excluding  the  very  fringe  where  the  sights  and  sounds  ot 
logging  and  vehicle  traffic  may  be  evident.     Floatplanes  and  boats  are  used 
to  transport  people  to  the  numerous  fishing  lakes  and  three  recreation 
cabins  within  the  area.     Persons  using  the  Sarkar  Lake  water  system  during 
the   summer  may  encounter  other  recreation  or  subsistence  users. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     There  are  excellent  primitive 
recreation  opportunities,   particularly  in  the  northern  end  of  the  Sarkar 
Lakes  chain  due  to  the  remoteness  and  solitude  of  the  area  and  to  its 
outstanding  canoeing,    fishing  and  camping  opportunities. 

ROS  Class  .  Acres 

Primitive  II   (P2)  11,553 

Serai- Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  41,950 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  8,443 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  982 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  9,817 

The  area  contains  14  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 


P2  1  7,504  3,888 

SPNM  3  9,677  4,668 

SPM  5  4.497  5,919 

RN  2  321  5,458 

RM  3  4,482  12,413 


(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special   features  within  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  trail  construction 
and  the  development  of  canoe  portages  in  the  Sarkar  Lakes  area,  and 
additional  recreation  cabins  throughout  this  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventorv 
indicates  that  there  is  potential  for  salmon  enhancement  projects, 
such  as  constructing  fish  passes  on  several  streams  within  the  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  long-range  plans  to  accomplish  some 
habitat  improvement  project  work  within  the  fringe  of  this  roadless 
area . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  33,335  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes  31,515  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,620  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 


(e)     Land  Use  Authorizations:  None 
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(f)  Minerals:  Currently,  no  mining  or  known  prospecting  is  occurring 
within  this  roadless  area. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     The  Sarkar  Lakes  area  is  under 
consideration  as  a  Research  Natural  Area. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  area  cannot  be  easily  managed  for  timber  production  because 
of  the  large  number  of  lakes,   streams,   and  riparian  areas,   and  because 
the   timber  is  arranged  in  small  dispersed  stands   throughout  the  are.'i. 
The  area  is  important  for  wildlife  as  a  place  of  unaltered  habitat 
within  a  much  wider  area  of  extensive  timber  harvest. 

The  area  has  considerable  potential  for  developed  and  dispersed 
recreation  activity. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:  All  of  the  area  is  National  Forest  System  land  witli 
no  pending  Native  or  State  land  selections. 

d.     Relationship  To  Conimunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:  This  roadless  area  is 
separated  from  the  the  Salmon  Bay,  Kosciusko,  Sweetwater,  and  Thorne  River 
Roadless  Areas  by  approximately  10  miles  of  roaded  timber  harvest  areas. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Connnunity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  170  200 

Ketchikan        (Pop.    12,705)  75  90 

Hollis,    located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,    is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:  The  area  has  been  identified  as  a  "moratorium" 
area  in  pending  Tongass  reform  legislation. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  significant  local  use 
for  subsistence  and  recreation  activity. 

c .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Kosciusko   (515)  ACRES   (GROSS):     70,597  ACRES   (NFS):  70,216 

GEO  ZONE":  Kll 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  racing,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  Co  compare  che  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Coaimencs 


531 

Noc 

Raced 

536 

Noc 

Raced 

537 

Noc 

Raced 

Shipley 

541 

24 

542 

Noc 

Raced 

543 

Noc 

Raced 

546 

Noc 

Rated 

Davidson  InleC 

547 

23 

Holbrook  Mc. 

^48 

24 

Sarheen 

•  549 

21 

555 

Not 

Rated 

556 

Not 

Rated 

(2)  History:     The  coastal  area  was  used  by  prehistoric  and  hisCoric  Nacivo 
culcures.     The  wesC  coasC  area  is  known  Co  have  been  used  by  Che  Russians 
for  crading  with  che  Natives.     There  is  some  evidence  of  early  day  hand 
logging  along  several  of  che  shelcered  bays.     In  che  early  1900' s,  some 
marble  raining  occurred  in  che  Dry  Pass  area.     The  encire  Kosciusko  Roadless 
Area  is  included  wichin  che  primary  area  for  Che  KeCchikan  Pulp  Corporacion 
Long-Cerm  Timber  Sale. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  locaced  on  che  norchwesc  end  of 
Prince  of  Wales  Island.     Ic  is  bounded  by  roaded  and  harvesced  areas  on  the 
norch,   east,   and  south.     Access  Co  Chis  area  is  by  road,   by  boac  chrough 
Shakan  and  Shipley  bays,   and  by  floaCplane. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilde  mess  ACCribuCe  Racing  SysCctn  (WARS)  was   Che  iiaCionwide  system  usoti  Lo 
race   Che  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  che  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     This  area  is  within  the  low  mountain  arc  of 
the  Pacific  Mountain  system.     The  maximum  elevation  is  3,100  feet. 
Numerous  small  streams  drain  to  saltwater  and  the  several  freshwater  lakes 
within  this  roadless  area.     Shipley  is  the  largest  freshwater  lake.  There 
are  104  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater,    3,000  acres  are  alpine   tundra,  ntid 
2,000  acres  are  muskeg. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:  The  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 
Geographic  Province.  This  province  is  characterized  by  rolling 
subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar.     There  are  numerous 
interspersed  areas  of  muskeg  vegetative. 

There  are  approximately  62,949  acres  of  forest  land  of  which  40,708  is 
commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,    35,469  acres 
are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,714  acres  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  are  generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typicallv 
about  40  inches  deep.     Some  of  the  soils  in  the  area  are  derived  from 
limestone  and  marble. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  ^rae  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's   for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries . 

VCU's  541  and  543  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish,   VCU's  543,  546. 
and  548  as  high  value  for  commercial  fish,   and  VCU's  531,   536,   and  55o 
as  high  value  for  estuary  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Sitka  black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,  wolves, 
mink,   and  bald  eagles  are  the  best  known  species  that  inhabit  the 
area.     There  is  good  alpine  habitat  for  ptarmigan. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  4.     The  emphasis   in  this 
designation  is  on  intensive  resource  use  and  development  of  resources  with 
commodity  and  market  values.     Due  to  the  high  cost  of  getting  to  the  area, 
recreation  use,   including  the  use  of  the  one  recreation  cabin,   is  low. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  is  part  of  the  Kupreanof 
Lowlands  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  predominantly  low, 
rolling  relief,   with  elevations  seldom  greater  than  1,500  feet.  Numerous 
island  groups  and  intricate  waterways  are  also  common  in  this  character 
type.     Much  of  this  roadless  area  includes  terrain  that   is  much  more  I'ugj'.eJi 
and  diverse  than  is  common  in  the  character  type. 
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Jusc  over  37  percent  of  this  area  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  A 
(.possessing  high  level  of  landscape  diversity  relative  to  the  character 
type).     Outstanding  scenic  features   include  the  landscape  around  Mount 
Francis,    the  highly  diverse  terrain  around  the  The  Nipples  and  particularly 
the  Odd  Rock  Creek  drainage  with  its  scenic  meadows  and  dramatic  steep 
slopes  enclosing  this  meadow.     The  rest-  of  the  area  is   inventoried  as 
Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  characteristics  common  in  the 
character  type.) 

About  75  percent  of  the  area  has  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  where 
the   landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity.     Due   to  the 
influence  of  a  moderate  to  heavy  degree  of  logging  in  adjacent  areas,  the 
rest  of  this  area  has  a  Tvpe  III,    IV  or  V  Existing  Visual  Condition. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  adjacent  areas  to  the  north, 
east,   and  south  have  been  extensively  roaded  and  logged.     The  southwest 
boundary  is  a  roaded  and  logged  area  with,  saltwater  forming  the  remaining 
boundary.     This  roadless  area  is  separated  from  the  Calder  Roadless  Area  by 
Shakan  Strait. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,    the  scenery,   the  saltwater  bays  and  inlets,   and  the  opportunity 
to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this  country  may 
all  be  attractions.     The  fishing  and  solitude  of  the  area  is  an 
attraction.     The  area  contains  20  inventoried  recreation  places  containing 
31,957  acres.     There  are  no  improved  trails  within  the  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Most  of  the  area  is 
well-defined  by  saltwater.     The  southwest  boundary  is  the  roaded  and  logged 
area  at  the  base  of  Mount  Francis,   which  offers  a  very  manageable 
boundary.     Feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadless  condition  is  high. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  recreation 
cabin  on  Shipley  Bay. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area  excluding  the  very  fringe  where  the  sights  and  sounds  of 
logging  and  vehicle  traffic  may  be  evident.     The  rugged  terrain  with  manv 
isolated  lake  or  alpine  basins  enhances  the  opportunity  for  solitude. 
Floatplanes  and  boats  are  used  to  transport  people  to  the  Shiplev  Bav 
cabin.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are  low.     A  person  camped  within  the 
area  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 

(5)     Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Several  portions  of  this  area 
provide  excellent  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  due  to  their 
remoteness  and  to  their  many  scenic  and  recreation  attractions,  including 
lakes,   scenic  alpine  areas,   and  protected  saltwater  bays. 
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ROS  CLASS  ACRES 

Primitive  I   (PI)                                 .  6,586 

Primitive  II   (P2)  3,955 

Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  41,311 

Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  11,499 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  261 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  6,544 

The  area  contains  20  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC. PLACES  TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

PI  I  2,168  780 

P2  1  3,955  1.170 

SPNM  6  18,428  18,120 

SPM  6  .            5,478  8,985 

RN  I  261  1,755 

RM  5  1,666  7,150 

(6)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  special  features  within  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Potential  exists  for  trail  construction, 
additional  recreation  cabins,   and  anchor  b^oys  throughout  this  area. 
El  Cap  Pass  and  Dry  Pass,   bordering  the  eastern  and  northern  borders 
of  this  area,   are  part  of  an  identified  kayak  route  along  the  west 
coast  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island.     A  few  potential  three-sided  sheLcor 
sites  have  been  noted  along  this  route  within  this  roadless  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventory 
indicates  that  there  is  some  potential  for  salmon  enhancement 
projects,   such  as  constructing  fish  passes,   on  several  of  the  streams 
within  the  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  is  no  identified  need  for  wildlife 
enhancement  projects  within  this  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  38,621  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  33,583  acres  of 
non- riparian  old  growth  and  3,553  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None 

(f)  Minerals:     One  inactive  claim  is  located  within  the  area. 
Potential  exists  for  development  of  the  limestone  and  marble 
resources . 


(g)     Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None 
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(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  area  can  easily  be  managed  for  timber  production  since  the 
existing  peripheral  area  has  an  extensive  logging  road  network  and 
there  is  ample  opportunity  to  construct  facilities   for  transferring 
logs   to  saltwater. 

The  area  is  important  unaltered  habitat  for  wildlife  within  a  much 
wider  area  of  extensive  timber  harvest. 

The  area  has  significant  potential  for  developed  and  dispersed 
recreation  activity. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     The  entire  area  is  National  Forest  System  land, 
d.     Relationship  To  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:  This  roadless  area  Is 
separated  from  the  Calder  Roadless  Area  by  Shakan  Strait. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  170  210 

Ketchikan     (Pop.   12,705)  85  150 

Mollis,   located  on  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island,    is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:  The  central  part  of  this  roadless  area  is  par 
of  a  "moratorium"  area  in  pending  Tongass  legislation. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     Use  by  local  residents   is  primarily 
excursions  into  the  many  bays  and  inlets  for  general  boating,  fishing; 
and  hunting.     There  is  subsistence  use  of  the  area. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Calder  (516)  ACRES  (GROSS):     12,687  ACRES   (NFS):  12,687 

CEOZONE:  Kll 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Kupreanof  Lowland 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Mt.   Calder  528  -  22 

531  Not  rated 

(2)  History:     The  coastal  area  was  used  by  prehistoric  and  historic  Native 
cultures.     This  roadless  area  includes  a  number  of  major  and  minor  islands 
in  Shakan  Bay.     This  bay  (and  its  islands)  was  a  homesite  for  aboriginal 
people,   and  was  and  still  is  used  as  a  gathering  area  for  the  fishing 
fleet.     The  entire  Calder  Roadless  Area  is  included  within  the  primary  are.i 
for  the  KPC  Long-Term  Timber  Sale. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Calder  Roadless  Area  is  located  on  the 
northwest  end  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island.     It  is  bounded  on  che  north  and 
east  by  roaded  and  harvested  areas.     These  roaded  areas  separate   the  Calder 
Roadless  Area  from  the  El  Capitan  Roadless  Area.     The  Pacfic  Ocean  and 
Shakan  Bay  form  Calder' s  western  and  southern  boundaries.     Access  is  by  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Island  road  system  or  by  boat  and  floatplane. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  the  rugged 
terrain  of  Calder  Mountain  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,   and  lower  relief  on 
the  smaller  islands  just  to  the  south.     Mount  Calder  is  the  highest  point 
with  an  elevation  of  3,400  feet.     Numerous  small  streams  drain  to  Shakan 
Bay.     There  are  34  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline.     Hamilton,   Divide,  and 
Middle  are  the  major  islands  within  Shakan  Bay.     There  are  numerous  small 
islands  and  rocks  along  the  coast. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is     in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  characterized  by  rolling 
subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coascal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar.     There  are  60  acres 
classified  as  muskeg  and  321  acres  of  rock. 

There  are  approximately  11,364  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  9,997 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
8,512  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  823  acres  are  riparian  old 
growth . 

(c)  Soils  Resource:  These  highly  organic,  low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  Che 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Plan  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  Value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

One  VCU,   Mount  Calder  (528),    is  rated  high  for  commercial   fish  and 
estuary  values.     None  of  this  area  is  rated  high  for  sport  fish 
values. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Sitka  black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,  wolves, 
mink,    and  bald  eagles  are   the  best  known  species   that   inhabit  the 
area . 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:  The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  4.  The  emphasis  is  on 
intensive  resource  use  and  development  of  the  commodity  and  market 
resources . 

(7)  Appearance  and  Apparent  Naturalness) :     This  roadless  area  is  part  of 
the  Kupreanof  Lowland  character  Cvpe ,  which  is  characterized  bv 
predominantly  low  rolling  relief,   with  elevations  seldom  greater  than   L  .  500 
feet.     Numerous  island  groups  and  intricate  waterways  are  also  common  in 
this  character  type.     This  roadless  area  is  dominated  by  Mount  Calder  whicli 
exhibits  greater  relief  and  more  distinctive  rockforms  than  is  common  for 
the  character  type. 

About  seventy  percent  of  this  area  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  A  i,a 
high  degree  of  landscape  diversity  relative  to  its  character  type).  The 
rest  of  the  area  is  Variety  Class  B.     As  mentioned  above,    the  major 
distinctive  landscape  features   in  this  area  are  the  limestone  rock  forms 
that  make  up  Mount  Calder. 
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About  60  percent  of  the  area  is   in  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC)   I  where 
the  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity.   About  18  percent  i 
in  EVC  IV  where  landscape  alterations  are  easily  noticed  but  tend  to  blend 
in  with  the  natural  features  of  the  landscape.     About. 16  percent  is  in 
EVC  V  where  alterations  are  obvious  and  appear  to  be  major  disturbances. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  adjacent  areas   to  the  north 
and  east  have  been  extensively  roaded  and  logged,   and  impact  the  east  side 
of  the  Mount  Calder  ridge.     There  is  a  State  selected  parcel  in  the 
southeast  portion  of  the  area  on  the  east  shore  of  Shakan  Bay. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     In  addition  to  the 
scenic  features,   attractions   include  the  overall  island  environment,  clie 
opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  geologic  processes  which 
formed  this  country,   and  the  fishing  and  solitude  of  the  Shakan  Bay  area. 
The  area  contains  eight  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  8,372 
acres.     There  are  no  improved  trails  within  the  area. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Roads,   harvest  areas, 
and  saltwater  form  definite  boundaries  of  this  roadless  area.     Due  to  the 
topography,   the  sight  and  sound  of  motor  vehicles  and  timber  harvest 
activities  are  not  apparent  from  within  most  of  the  roadless  area. 
Feasibility  of  management  in  a  roadless  condition  is  high. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  extensive  logging  on  the  eastern  and  northern 
edges  of  this  area,   some  of  which  includes  the  lower  slopes  of  Mount 
Calder,   significantly  impacts  the  natural  integrity  of  this  area. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Excluding  the  very  fringe  of  the  area  wher 
sights  and  sounds  of  logging  and  vehicle  traffic  may  be  evident,    there  is 
high  opportunity  for  solitude.     Shakan  Bay  receives  considerable  use  bv 
fishing  fleet  and  by  recreation  boaters.     Recreation  use  levels  are  low 
within  the  land  and  island  areas.     A  person  camped  within  the  area  is 
unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily  a 
Semi  -  Primitive  recreation  opportunity. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Semi -Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 


582 
2, 187 


5  942 
3  975 


The  area  contains  eight  inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REG.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 


SPNM 

SPM 

RM 


4 
2 
2 


4,  517 
8,372 
1,867 


3  .  120 

4  .  6S0 
2  ,  230 
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(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
numerous   islands  offshore  and  within  Shakan  Bay  are  special  features  of  the 
area.     Mount  Calder  is  a  prominent  peak.     This  roadless  area  also  contains 
a  limestone   formation  that  is  of  geologic  interest  and  has  potential  for 
having  large  caves. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Potential  exists   for  some  construction  of 
trails  and  saltwater  support  facilities  such  as  anchor  buoys  and 
docks.     An  identified  potential  kayak  route  goes   through  the  islands 
in  the  roadless  area  along  the  west  coast  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 
Recreation  cabins  are  also  a  potential  for  this  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventory 
indicates  that  there  is  some  potential  for  salmon  enhancement  projects 
such  as  constructing  fish  passes  on  several  of  the  areas'  streams. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  is  no  identified  need  for  wildlife 
enhancement  projects  within  this  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  9,575  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes  763  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth,   and  8,170  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None 

(f)  Minerals:     The  area  is  not  currently  mined  and  no  known 
prospecting  is  taking  place  within  this  roadless  area.     The  southern 
part  of  this  area  contains  marble  deposits. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  area  can  easily  be  managed  for  timber  production  since  the 
existing  peripheral  area  has  an  extensive  logging  road  network  and  the 
necessary  sites  for  transferring  logs  to  saltwater.     The  area  is 
important  for  wildlife  as  a  place  of  unaltered  habitat  within  a  much 
wider  area  of  extensive  timber  harvest.     Mineral  potential  mav  be 
important  because  of  the  known,  but  undeveloped,  deposits  of  marble 
located  in  the  southern  part  of  this  roadless  area. 

The  area  has  good  potential  for  developed  and  dispersed  recreation 
activities.     There  is  also  good  potential  to  manage  for  low  density 
semi-primitive  recreation  experiences. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     All  of  the  area  is  National  Forest  System  land. 
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d.     Relacionship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Calder  Roadless 
Area  is  separated  from  the  larger  El  Capitan  Roadless  Area  by  a  Forest 
development  road  and  harvest  units. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  180  240 

Ketchikan        (Pop.   12,705)  80  150 

Mollis,   located  on  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island,   is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratoriiun  Areas:  The  area  has  been  identified  as  a  "moratorium' 
area . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     Use  by  local  residents  is  primarily 
excursions  into  Shakan  Bay  by  boat  for  subsistence  and  recreation 
purposes . 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     El  Capican     (517)  ACRES   (GROSS):     43,544  ACRES   (NFS):  43,60 

GF.OZONE:     K06  and  Kll 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  21 


J..  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The   table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Conmients 

Mt.  Calder 

528 

22 

Alder 

529 

20 

Buster 

530 

22 

531 

Not  rated 

532 

Not  rated 

Red  Lake 

533 

22 

534 

Not  rated 

536 

Not  rated 

537 

Not  rated 

(2)  History:     The  area  was  used  by  prehistoric  and  historic  Native 
cultures.     This  roadless  area  is  one  of  the  "moratorium"  areas  deferring 
timber  harvest  pending  legislative  action  concerning  wilderness.  The 
entire  El  Capitan  Roadless  Area  is  included  within  the  primary  sale  area 
for  the  Ketchikan  Pulp  Company  (KPC)   Long-term  Timber  Sale. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     Located  on  the  north  end  of  Prince  of  Wales 
Island,    the  El  Capitan  Roadless  Area  is  bounded  by  roaded  and  harvested 
areas  on  the  north,  west,   and  south.     A  road  forms  the  eastern  boundary 
separating  El  Capitan  from  the  Salmon  Bay  Roadless  Area.     The  area  is 
accessed  by  logging  roads.     Freshwater  lakes  in  the  area  are  accessed  by 
floatplane . 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  low  elevation 
but  rugged  terrain.     The  maximum  elevation  is  2,500  feet.     Numerous  small 
streams  drain  into  Red  Lake,    the  largest  body  of  water  within  the  area. 
There  is  no  saltwater  shoreline.     There  are  approximately  1,000  acres  of 
alpine  tundra  above  treeline. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is   in  the  Southern  Outer  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province   is  characterized  by  rolling 
subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography.     The  El  Capitan  area  is 
within  the  large  limestone  formation  that  occurs  on  the  north  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Island. 

(b)  VegeCaCion:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar.     There  are  261  acres  of 
muskeg.     About  1,000  acres  is  alpine. 

There  are  approximately  42,829  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  26,764 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
23,759  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,784  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  b'y  the  Alaska  Department  oc 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  Theso 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  528  and  534  are  high  value  for  commercial  fish.     VCU's  532,    53  3, 
and  534  are  high  value  for  sport  fish.     All  VCU's  with  the  exception 
of  VCU  533  are  high  value  estuary  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Sitka  black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,  wolves, 
mink,   and  bald  eagles  are  the  best  known  species   that  inhabit  the 
area . 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  the  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)  3  (12,095  acres)  and  LUD  -^ 
(31,509  acres).     The  emphasis  in  LUD  3  areas  is  on  managing  a  variety  of 
uses  and  activities  in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner  to  provide  the 
greatest  combination  of  benefits.     For  LUD  4  areas,    the  emphasis   is  on 
intensive  use  and  development  of  commodity  or  market  resources.  One 
recreation  cabin  is  located  at  the  north  end  of  Red  Lake. 
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(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  is  within  the  Kupreanof 
Lowlands  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  predominantly  low, 
rolling  relief,   with  elevations  seldom  greater  than  1,500  feet.  Numerous 
island  groups  are  also  common  in  this  character  type.     This  area  generally 
possesses  slightly  greater  landform  relief  than  is  found  in  the  character 
type  . 

Almost  all  of  this  area  is   inventoried  as  Variety  Class  B.     The  outstanding 
scenic  features   in  this  area  are  the  rugged  terrain  and  rock  faces  just  to 
the  east  of  Calder  Mountain,   and  the  rugged  landscapes  at  the  head  of  the 
Red  Lake  valley. 

Due  to  the  extensive  timber  harvest  and  reading  along  the  edge  of  this 
area,   about  38  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  as  a  Type   IV,  V 
or  VI  Existing  Visual  Condition  where  alterations  to  the  natural  landscape 
are  easily  noticed  and,    for  the  most  part,   quite  dominant. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):  The  adjacent  areas  to  the  north, 
west,  and  south  have  been  extensively  roaded  and  logged.  A  road  forms  the 
eastern  boundary  of  this  roadless  area.  The  area  east  of  this  road  is  the 
Salmon  Bay  Roadless  Area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,   the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the 
processes  which  formed  this  country  may  all  be  attractions.     The  fishing 
and  solitude  of  the  Red  Lake  area  is  an  attraction.     El  Capitan  contains 
five   inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  12,422  acres.     There  are  no 
improved  trails  within  the  ai^ea. 

Caves  have  been  located  in  the  limestone  formations  on"  the  west  side  of 
this  roadless  area.     Preliminary  indications  are  that  these  caves  may  be  of 
national  significance  because  of  their  depths  and  general  underground 
expanse . 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Roads  and  harvest  areas 
form  definite  boundaries  of  this  roadless  area.     The   influences  of  logging 
(sight  and  noise)   as  well  as  general  vehicle  traffic  quicklv  dissipate 
within  a  short  distance  into  the  roadless  area.     Feasibility  of  managemenc 
in  a  roadless  condition  is  high. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  existence  of  extensive  timber  harvest  along 
the  edge  of  this  area  significantly  reduces  its  natural  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Excluding  the  very  fringe  where   the  sights 
and  sounds  of  logging  and  vehicle  traffic  may  be  evident,    there   is  a  high 
opportunity  for  solitude  within  the  area.     Floatplanes  are  used  to 
transport  people  to  the  Red  Lake  cabin.     Present  recreation  use  levels  are 
low.     A  person  camped  within  the  area  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  primarilv  provides  a 
semi -primitive  recreation  opportunity.     Most  of  these  opportunities  are 
located  in  the  Red  Lake  area  and  the  alpine  country  around  this  lake  and 
Red  Bay  Mountain  and  El  Capitan  Peak. 
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ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I  (PI)  3,172 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  26,510 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  3,669 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  10,253 

The  area  contains  five  recreation  places 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC .   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

PI  1  1,365  390 

SPNM  3  9,953  5,850 

m  1  1,104  500 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  El 
Capitan  Mountain  is  a  limestone  formation.     This  formation  extends  westward 
of  the  mountain.     Caves  have  been  located  in  this  formation. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials  . 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  trail  construction 
and  possibly  another  cabin  at  Red  Lake.     The  caves  that  have  been 
found  may  provide  a  unique  opportunity  to  develop  destination 
recreation  facilities  in  association  with  interpretation  and  viewing 
of  these  caves. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventorv 
indicates  that  there  is  some  potential  for  salmon  enhancement  projects 
such  as  constructing  fish  passes  on  several  of  the  streams  within  the 
area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  is  no  identified  need  for  wildlife 
enhancement  projects  within  this  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  23,316  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  20,732  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,383  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None 

(f)  Minerals:  There  are  marble  formations  in  the  southwest  corner  ot 
the  area.  There  is  no  current  mining  or  known  prospecting  within  this 
roadless  area. 


(g)     Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 
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(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)     The  area  can  easily  be  managed  for  timber  production  since  the 
existing  peripheral  area  has  an  extensive  logging  road  network  and  the 
necessary  sites  for  transferring  logs   to  saltwater. 

The  area  is  important  for  wildlife  as  a  place  of  unaltered  habitat 
within  a  much  wider  area  of  extensive  timber  harvest. 


Mineral  management  mav  be  of  potential  importance  because  of  the 
known,   but  undeveloped,   deposits  of  marble. 

The  area  is  considered  to  have  some  potential   for  developed  recreation 
activity  and  it  does  have  good  potential  to  manage  for  low  density 
primitive  recreation  experiences. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     Entire  area  is  National  Forest  System  land. 
Relationship  To  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  El  Cap i tan 
Roadless  Area  is  separated  from  the  Salmon  Bay  Roadless  Area  by  a  Forest 
development  road. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)       150  180 

Ketchik  (Pop.   12,705)       100  120 

Port  Protection  (Pop.   91)  12  24 

&  Point  Baker 

Mollis,   located  on  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  is  the  nearest  stop  on  cho 
.Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  been  identified  as  a  "moratorium" 
area  and  has  been  identified  as  potential  Wilderness  in  recent 
legislative  initiatives. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     Use  by  local  residents   is  primarily  for 
excursions  into  Red  Lake  using  the  recreation  cabin  as  a  base  for 
fishing  in  the  lake.     Local  subsistence  use  takes  place  within  this 
roadless  area. 


Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Salmon  Bay     (518)  ACRES   (GROSS):     36,426  ACRES  (NFS):  36,426 

CKOZONE:  K06 

Gl'OCRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  21 


a.  Description 


(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,  original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 


VCU  Name 


VCU  No. 


1979 
WARS  Rating 


Comments 


Red  Lake 
Salmon  Bay 


533 

534 

532* 

535* 

537* 

538* 

539* 

540* 


22 
23 


Not  rated  ** 


*--The  roadless  area  includes  only  part  of  this, VCU. 

**-The  majority  of  this  VCU  was  roaded  prior  to  1979  and  was  not  rated 
in  RARE  II. 


(2)  History:     The  coastal  portion  of  the  Salmon  Bay  Roadless  Area  was  used 
by  prehistoric  and  historic  Native  cultures.     The  Salmon  Bay  area  was  the 
site  of  fish  canneries  in  the  early  1900' s .     The  northern  part  of  the 
roadless  area  has  been  prospected  for  rare  earth  minerals.     All  of  the  area 
is  included  within  the  primary  area  for  the  Ketchikan  Pulp  Company  i,KPC) 
Long- terra  Timber  Sale. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     Located  on  the  north  end  of  Prince  of  Wales 
Island,   the  Salmon  Bay  Roadless  Area  is  bounded  by  roaded  and  harvested 
areas  on  the  north,   east,   and  south.     A  road  forms   the  west  boundary 
separating  it  from  the  El  Capitan  Roadless  Area.     The  area  is  accessed  tvom 
saltwater  at  Salmon  Bay.     Logging  roads  and  floatplanes  access  the 
interior . 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  lo 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography;     The  area  is  characterized  by  low  elevacion 
but  rugged  terrain.     The  maximum  elevation  is  2,000  feet.     Numerous  siiiali 
streams  drain  to  Salmon  Bay  Lake,    the  largest  body  of  water  in  the  area. 
There  are  15  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     This  area  is  characterized  by  low  elevation 
mountains  with  steep  slopes  and  moderately  incised  valleys.     There  are 
no  known  unique  or  uncommon  plant/soil  associations  or  geologic 
formations  within  the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation   is   typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar. 

There  are  approximately  74,378  acres  classified  as  old  growth  of  which 
5,788  acres  are  riparian  old  growth;   819  acres  are  classified  as 
muskeg . 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  habitat  potential  has  been  inventoried  in 
all  streams.     This  inventory  shows  numerous  streams  and  segments 
thereof  which  are  high  quality  spawning  habitat  for  the  several 
species  of  salmon.     These  streams  and  Salmon  Bay  Lake  also  contain 
rainbow  trout. 

T 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Sitka  black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,  wol\'es, 
mink,   and  bald  eagles  are   the  best  known  species   that   inhabit  the 
area . 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3.     The  emphasis   is  on 
managing  a  variety  of  uses  and  activities  in  a  compatible  and  complementarv 
manner  to  provide  the  greatest  combination  of  benefits.     There   is  one 
recreation  cabin  at  the  north  end  of  Salmon  Bay  Lake.     Subsistence  use  in 
the  area  is  minor. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  roadless  area  is  part  of  the 
Kupreanof  Lowlands  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  predominant Iv 
low  rolling  relief,   with  elevations  seldom  greater  than  1,500  feet. 
Numerous  island  groups  and  intricate  waterways  are  also  common  in  this 
character  type.     This  area  with  its  low  rolling  relief  around  Salmon  Bav 
Lake  and  its  coastal  features  is  very  representative  of  this  character 
type. 
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About  74  percenc  of  this  area  is   inventoried  as  a  Variety  Class  B 
(.possessing  landscape  diversity  common  for  the  character  type).     About  23 
percent  is  rated  as  a  Variety  Class  C   (possessing  a  minimal  degree  of 
landscape  diversity  relative  to  the  character  type) .     A  small  portion  of 
the  area  (about  three  percent)   is  rated  as  a  Variety  Class  A  (possessing  a 
high  degree  of  landscape  diversitv).     These  Class  A  landscapes   include  the 
Salmon  Bay  area  with  its  diverse  island  groups,   grass  flats,   and  intricate 
shorelines  and  saltwater  channels. 

About  75  percent  of  the  area  is   in  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  where 
the  natural   landscape  has   remained  unaltered  by  the  human  activity.  Tb.o 
remainder  of  the  area  is   in  Types  III,    IV,   V,   or  VI  condition  due   to  the 
moderate  to  heavy  impacts  of  logging  around  the  edges  of  this  unit. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  adjacent  areas  to  the  north, 
east,   and  south  have  been  extensively  roaded  and  logged.     A  road  forms  the 
western  boundary  of  this  roadless  area.     West  of  this  road  lies  the  El 
Capitan  Roadless  Area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,   the  scenery,  and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the 
processes  which  formed  this  country  may  all  be  attractions.  The 
outstanding  stream  and  lake  fishing  and  solitude  of  the  Salmon  Bay  Lake 
area  is  an  attraction.     The  area  contains  nine  inventoried  recreation 
places  totaling  13,304  acres.     One  improved  trail  exists  in  this  area  - 
from  near  the  cabin  at  the  outlet  to  Salmon  Bay  Lake  downstream  toward  tlie 
bay . 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroacjed  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Roads  and  harvest  are.is 
form  definite  boundaries  of  this  roadless  area.     The  influences  of  logging; 
(sights  and  sounds)   as  well  as  general  vehicle  traffic  quickly  dissipate 
within  a  short  distance  into  the  roadless  area.     Management  of  this  area  in 
a  roadless  condition  is  highly  feasible. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  recreation 
use  cabin  at  Salmon  Bay  Lake. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  presently  a  good  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  the  area.     Logging  is  planned  for  some  areas  near  Salmon 
Bay  Lake.     While  the  area  is  being  harvested,    the  road  building  and  logging 
activity  will  periodically  be  heard  from  the  lake.     Floatplanes  are  used  to 
transport  people  to  the  Salmon  Bay  Lake  cabin.     Present  recreation  use 
levels  are  low.     A  person  camped  within  the  area  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Though  there  are  outstanding 
recreation  opportunities  in  the  Salmon  Bay  and  Salmon  Bay  Lake  area,  the 
proximity  of  these  attractions  to  on-going  logging  operations  presently 
does  not  permit  a  strictly  primitive  recreation  experience. 
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ROS  CLASS 


ACRES 


Primitive  (PI) 

Semi  -  Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Roaded  Modified  (,RM) 


2  ,  905 
23  ,917 
1 ,463 
1 ,  904 
6  ,  177 


The  area  contains  nine   inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


»  OF  REC.  PL.\CES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY   BY  RVD' S 


SPM 

RN 

RM 


SPNM 


3 
3 
1 
2 


11,  772 


435 
100 
997 


5  ,357 
1,566 
3,545 
1,402 


(6)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  additional  trails 
connecting  Salmon  Bay  Lake  to  saltwater  and  connecting  the  logging 
road  systapi  to  the  southern  end  of  Salmon  Bay  Lake.     There  is 
potential  for  one  additional  recreation  cabin  at  Salmon  Bay  Lake. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventory 
indicates  that  there  is  some  potential  for  salmon  enhancement 
projects,   such  as  constructing  fish  passes,   on  several  of  the  streams 
within  the  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  is  no  identified  need  for  wildlife 
enhancement  projects  within  this  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  15,881  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes   13,470  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,193  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None 

(f)  Minerals:     There  is  no  current  mining  or  known  prospecting  within 
this  roadless  area.     The  northern  part  of  this  area  is  known  to 
contain  some  rare  earth  minerals. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)     The  area  can  easily  be  managed  for  timber  production  since  the 
existing  peripheral  area  has  an  extensive  logging  road  network  and  tho 
necessary  sites  for  transferring  logs  to  saltwater. 
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The  area  is   imporcanc  for  unaltered  wildlife  habitat  within  a  much 
wider  area  of  extensive  timber  harvest. 

Because  of  the  known  but  undeveloped  deposits  of  rare  earth  minerals 
located  in  the  northern  part  of  this  roadless  area,   mineral  managemen 
may  be  of  potential  importance. 

The  area  is  not  considered  to  have  much  developed  recreation  potent  l:i 
but   it  does  have  good  potential   to  manage   for   low  densicv  primitive 
recreation  experiences, 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     All  of  this  area  is  National  Forest  System  land. 

d.  Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Salmon  Bay 
Roadless  Area  is  separated  from  the  larger  El  Capitan  Roadless  Area  by  a 
Forest  development  road. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  170  No  water  access 

Ketchikan     (Pop.    12,705)  70  No  water  access 

Hollis,   located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,    is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiative; 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     Use  by  local  residents  is  primarily 
excursions  into  Salmon  Bay  Lake  using  the  recreation  cabin  as  a  base 
for  fishing  in  the  lake. 

e .  Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Polk  (519)  ACRES  (GROSS):     173,024  ACRES   (NFS):  149,205 

GKOZONE:     K07  and  K08 

OLOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  13 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:  The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 


enaDies   cne  reaaer 

L.U  L.UIlipciX.c:r 

L>  1  *  C      L,  \J  ^      X.  C  o  O      d  X  C  d          ^  V  d  J.  \A  u  V-  v> 

in  Appendix 

with  previous  analy 

S6 S  . 

1  Q7Q 

VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

ComiDents 

611 

Not  Rated 

612 

Not  Rated 

Old  Frank 

613 

21  • 

Saltry  Cove 

614 

22 

Trollers  Cove 

615 

24 

Clover  Lake 

616 

23 

Clover  Bay 

617 

22 

McKenzie 

618 

23 

Polk 

619 

23 

Dog  Salmon 

620 

22 

621 

Not  Raced 

622 

Not  Rated 

Flat  Creek 

624 

22 

674 

Not  Raced 

Sunny 

675 

24 

North  Chomly 

676 

23 

679 

Not  Raced 

680 

Not  Rated 

691 

Not  Rated 

(2)     History:     The  Polk  area  has  historically  been  the  entry  to  Prince  o  t" 
Wales  Island.     The  community  of  Hollis   is  adjacent  to  the  northeast  corner 
of  this  roadless  area.     Hollis  began  as  a  mining  community,   but   it  soon 
became  the  boat  entry  terminal  through  Kasaan  Bay.     Currently,   Hollis  is 
the  only  Alaska  Marine  Highway  stop  on  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 
Mining,    trading/supply,   boat  repair,   and,   more  recently,    timber  and  tourism 
have  been  the  influences  on  the  Polk  area. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System   (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE) . 
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The  Polk  Inlec  and  Twelve-Mile  Arm  areas  were   importanC  locales  of 
traditional  use  by  Che  Haida  Natives  and  before  them,   prehistoric  cultures. 
The  Haida  Native  Corporation  made  large  land  entitlement  selections   in  the 
Polk  Roadless  Area's  area  of  influence,   and  further  land  selections  are 
anticipated  in  this  area  before  1995. 

The  east  coast  side  of  the  Polk  Roadless  Area  has  a  rich  chronology  of 
prehistoric  and  historic  use  by  Native  groups. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Polk  Roadless  Area  is  located  on  the 
east-central  part  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island.     Access   is  by  the  .Alaska 
Marine  Highway  System  through  Hollis,   by  the  extensive  road  system  around 
the  roadless  area,   by  boat  through  Kasaan  Bay  and  Skowl  Arm,   and  by 
floatplane . 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  moderate  to 
rugged  topography.     Most  of  this  roadless  area  consists  of  rolling  terrain, 
however  there  are  a  few  high  ridges  with  elevations  to  3,000  feet.  Alpine 
acres  total  1,840  and  4,427  acres  are  rock.     Freshwater  lakes  total  3,909 
acres.     There  are  118  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:  The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Southern 
Outer  Islands  Geographic  Province.  This  province  is  characterized  by 
rolling  subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     This  area  is  typical  southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar.     There  are  360  acres  of 
muskeg . 

There  are  approximately  136,305  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  60,23o 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
52,527  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  5,547  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  613,  618,  620,621,  622.  624.  674,  675,  and  679  are  high  value 
for  commercial  fish,  and  VCU's  622,  624,  and  679  are  high  value  for 
estuary  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  high  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,   black  bear,   otter,   marten,   mink,    loon,   and  common 
waterfowl., 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 
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(6)  Current  Use  and  ManagemenC :     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   3   (10,917  acres)  and 

LUD  4   (138,228  acres).     The  LUD  3  areas  are   located  around  Mollis,    and  were 
intended  to  provide  a  greater  degree  of  protection  of  aesthetic  values  nenr 
che  community.     LUD  4  areas  are  to  be  managed  for  commodity  and  market 
values . 

The  Polk  Inlet  area  contains  active  timber  sales.     Plans  are  being  prepared 
for  new  timber  sales  that  will  extend  into  the  Polk  Roadless  Area  from  the 
existing  roaded  and  logged  areas.     Dispersed  recreation  is  also  an 
important  use  in  this  area.     The  convenient  road  and  boat  accesses  have 
made  such  places  as  the  Harris  River,   Indian  Creek,   Rock  Creek,   and  other 
streams  popular  fishing  and  hunting  places.     One  recreation  use  cabin  is 
located  at  Trollers  Cove  and  a  permitted  floating  fishing  lodge  in  Clover 
Bay . 

Fish  habitat  improvement  is  an  ongoing  activity.     A  major  fish  pass  is 
being  constructed  on  Dog  Salmon  Creek  through  a  cooperative  effort  by  the 
Forest  Service  and  the  timber  industry. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):  The  area  is  part  of  the  Coastal 
Hills  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep  landforms , 
predominantly  rounded  summits,  elevations  to  4,500  feet,  and  f lat - floored , 
U-shaped  valleys.  This  area  exhibits  a  wide  variety  of  landscape  features 
present  in  this  character  type  including  prominent  peaks,  rolling  Cerrain. 
diverse  lake  basins,   and  rugged  shorelines. 

About  19  percent  of  the  area  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  A  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type).     These  class  A 
landscapes  include  the  head  of  Polk  Inlet  from  the  estuary  up  to  the  Barron 
Mountain-Rock  Butte  Ridge,   and  the  landscapes  along  the  east  side  of  this 
area  between  Cholmondeley  Sound  and  Skowl  Arm.     This  latter  area  is  unique 
in  that  it  exhibits  low  elevations  but  very  rugged  and  diverse  terrain, 
including  a  variety  of  different  lake  basins  surrounded  by  steep  slopes  and 
rock  cliffs.     The  shoreline  of  Skowl  Arm  and  Cholmondeley  Sound  is  verv 
irregular  and  possesses  many  scenic  coves.     The  rest  of  this  area  is  rated 
a  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  che  ■ 
character  type). 

About  92  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  in  Type  I  Existing  Visual 
Condition  where  the  natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  bv  human 
activity.     Due  to  past  harvest  around  part  of  its  edges,    che  rest   ls   in  a 
moderately  to  heavily  altered  visual  condition  (Type  III,    IV  or  V). 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     This  area  is  significantly 
influenced  by  activity  and  uses  adjacent  it.     Logging  is  active  on  boch  che 
National  Forest  and  Native  lands.     This  area  receives  higher  use  bv  people 
than  most  other  places  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island  because  of  ics  close 
proximity  to  Hollis  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island  road  system.     Because  oL 
the  excellent  fishing  and  close  proximity  to  Ketchikan,    che  salcwacer 
inlets  and  bays  receive  many  visitors. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features 
the  Polk  Roadless  Area,    the  scenery,    the  saltwater  bays  and  inlets,   and  t 
opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this 
country  are  all  attractions.     The  excellent  saltwater  salmon  fishing  is  a 
major  attraction  to  people   in  the  vicinity  of  this  roadless  area.     The  ar 
contains  25  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  76,205  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  extensive  amour. r 
on-going  logging  and  that  planned  for  the  future  makes  managing  this  area 
in  a  roadless  condition  difficult.     The  boundaries  are  controlled  by  the 
constantly  changing  pattern  of  harvest  units  and  roads. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     Because  of  the  irregular  pattern  of  intrusion 
caused  by  past  and  present  logging,   and  by  Native  and  State  land 
selections,   the  natural  integrity  of  the  area,   as  a  whole,    is  not  ideal. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     The  opportunity  for  solitude  within  this 
roadless  area  is  generally  good  to  excellent  on  the  eastern  half  of  the 
area.     On  the  western  half,  because  of  the  sights  and  sounds  of  nearby 
logging,    the  sounds  of  boat  use  in  the  bays,   and  the  good  chance  of 
encountering  other  people  on  the  fishing  streams,   the  opportunity  becomes 
marginal . 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Due  to  the  many  saltwater  and 
upland  recreation  opportunities,   and  the  rugged,   diverse  terrain  that 
breaks  up  the  area  into  many  isolated  bays  and  upland  lake  basins,  there 
are  excellent  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation,   particularly  in  che 
eastern  half  of  this  area. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  I  (PI) 
Primitive  II  (P2) 

Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 
Rural  (R) 


48,816 
21,294 
53,642 
4,981 


419 
19 , 510 
502 


The  area  contains  25  inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 


PI 
P2 


SPNM 


4 
4 
6 
1 
1 
8 
1 


36,293 
10, 127 
25 , 184 


5  ,  855 
8,802 
20, 123 


SPM 
RN 
RM 
R 


140 
419 
3,679 
361 


780 


1.737 
14,322 
1,832 
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(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There  is 
an  existing  Research  Natural  Area  in  the  Old  Tom  Creek  drainage. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  great  opportunity  to  manage  this 
area  for  developed  and  dispersed  recreation  in  a  semi  -  primitive  to 
primitive  setting.     Long-range  plans  call  for  a  campground  at  the  head 
of  the  Twelve -.Mile  Arm.     There   is  opportunity,    and  an  identified  need, 
for  trails   in  the  west  half  of  this  area.     The  potential  is  very  good 
for  land  or  water  based  fishing  resorts.     There   is  also  good  pote:-!tL,iI 
for  trail  development  from  the  many  protected  coves  along  the  east 
side  to  the  various  lake  basins  just  east  of  the  coastline. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventory 
indicates  that  there  is  excellent  potential  for  salmon  enhancement 

I  projects,   such  as  constructing  fish  passes,   on  several  of  the  streams 

f  within  the  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  long  range  plans   for  wildlife 
habitat  improvement  projects. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  53,605  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  46,217  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  4,966  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     Fishing  lodge  in  Clover  Bay. 

(f)  Minerals:     Mineral  development  potential   is  very  low. 
!     (g)     Areas  of  ScienCific  Interest:  None. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  Polk  Roadless  Area  is  in  the  primary  sale  area  of  the 
Ketchikan  Pulp  Company  (KPC)   Long-term  Timber  Sale.     Timber  harves t 
has  been  occurring  around  its  perimeter  for  manv  years  causing  rhis 
roadless  area  to  shrink.     Good  potential  exists   to  manage  much  ot  cho 
west  half  of  the  area  for  its  timber  potential. 

The  area  has  excellent  potential  to  enhance  the  salmon  spawning 
habitat,   mainly  through  the  construction  of  fish  passes,   on  manv 
streams  within  this  area. 

The  close  proximity  of  this  area  to  Mollis,   the  Prince  of  Wales  Island 
road  system,   and  to  Ketchikan,   coupled  with  the  area's  varietv  of 
recreation  opportunities  have  caused  recreation  management  to  be 
highlighted  in  the  long-term  planning  for  management  of  this  area. 
There  is  considerable  private  sector  interest  in  developing  coiiimeuc  la  I 
fishing  resorts  on  the  saltwater  fringe. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 
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(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     Native  and  State  land  selections  have  influenced 
the  boundary  of  this  roadless  area.     There  are  no  private  inholdings. 

Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Polk  Roadless  Are 
is  part  of  a  lafger  contiguous   land  mass  consisting  of  the  South  Prince  of 
Wales  Wilderness,   and  the  Eudora  and  Nutkwa  Roadless  Areas.     These  areas 
total  533,474  acres. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility) :     App  roxima  te 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

ConununiCy  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  190  220 

Ketchikan        (Pop.   12,705)  25  30 

Hollis  (Pop.  82)  15  30 

Hollis,   located  on  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island,   is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  inttiativo 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  local  use  for 
subsistence  and  recreation  activity. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N/\ME:     Kasaan     (520)  ACRES  (GROSS):     8,676  ACRES   (NFS):  8,536 

C HO ZONE:     KG 6 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  15 


a .  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Append!:-:  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  j  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Street  Island  602  !  22 

603  Not  Rated 

Cliffs  604  I  21 

(2)  History:     The  Kasaan  Roadless  Area  includes  Grindall  Island  and  the 
southern  tip  of  the  Kasaan  Peninsula.     The  records  show  that  this  roadless 
area  does  not  have  much  in  the  way  of  prehistoric  or  historic  human 
activity.     Most  of  the  land  area  on  the  Kasaan  Peninsula  was  selected  as 
Native  entitlement  land.     In  addition,   the  State  of  Alaska  has  nominated 
Grindall  Island  and  sites  on  the  peninsula  for  selection  by  the  State. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is  located  on  the  southern 
tip  of  Kasaan  Peninsula.     Access  is  by  boat  or  floatplane. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  peninsula  part  of  this  roadless  area  i 
characterized  by  rugged  mountains  and  coastline.     Grindall  Island  is  a 
low-lying  island  just  south  of  the  tip  of  the  peninsula.     Its  main  feature 
is  the  rocky  reefs  around  much  of  the  island.     There  are  20  miles  of 
saltwater  shoreline. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:  The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Southern 
Outer  Islands  Geographic  Province.  This  province  is  characterized  bv 
rolling  subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  t( 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation   (RARE  II). 
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(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar. 

There  are  approximately  8,415  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  3,709 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
2,947  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  481  acres  are  riparian  old 
growth . 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,    low  clay* content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically,  about  -+0   inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries.     None  of  the  VCU's  comprising  this  roadless  area  raced 
high  value  for  these  categories . 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  high  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,   bear,   otter,   marten ,. mink ,    loon,   and  common 
waterfowl.     Alpine  areas  are  excellent  ptarmigan  habitat. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  3   (LUD  3)  which  allows  a  wide 
range  of  raanagemnet  activities  including  timber  harvest. 

This  roadless  area  receives  very  little  use.     The  only  active  managenienc 
concerns  the  one  recreation  use  cabin  located  on  Grindall  Island. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness)  :     The  Kasaan  Roadless  .Area  is  part 
of  the  Coastal  Hill  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  moderately 
steep  landforms ,  predominantly  rounded  summits,   elevations  to  4,500  feec, 
and  flat-floored  U-shaped  valleys.     A  variety  of  island  groups  are  also 
common.     The  areas'   landscapes  are  very  representative  of  this  character 
type. 

All  of  the  area  is  inventoried  as  a  Variety  Class  B   (possessing  landscnpo 
diversity  and  features  that  are  common  to  the  character  type).     The  entire 
area  is  made  up  of  a  long,   rounded  ridge  with  very  steep  slopes  close  co 
2,000  feet  in  elevation. 

The  Existing  Visual  Condition  for  the  entire  area  is  Type  I  where  the 
natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences)  :     The  area  is  bounded  on  the  norrli 
by  Native  corporation  land.     Clarence  Strait  and  Kasaan  Bay  make  up  the 
rest  of  the  roadless  area  boundary. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,    the  scenery,    the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife,   and  to  study  the 
processes  which  formed  this  country  may  all  be  attractions.     The  rocks  off 
Che   south  side  of  Grindall   Island  are  sea  lion  rookeries.     The  area 
contains  one   inventoried  recreation  place  totaling  1,425  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  boundaries  of  this 
area  are  easily  identified  and  do  not  present  any  difficulty  for  management 
as  a  roadless  area  boundary. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     This  roadless  area  currently  has  good  natural 
integrity.     However,   once  the  State  land  selections  are  concluded,    the  area 
will  be  fragmented  and  the  key  feature  of  this  roadless  area,  Grindall 
Island,   will  be  in  State  ownership. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     The  area  does  not  provide  the  opportunity 
for  solitude  because  the  entire  area  is  in  close  proximity  or  overlooks  the 
shipping  and  marine  channels  of  Clarence  Strait  and  Kasaan  Bay.     The  near 
constant  noise  of  boats  can  be  heard  over  most  of  the  area. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
primitive  recreation  opportunities: 


(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  Grindall 
Island  and  the  offshore  rocks  are  noted  places   to  view  sea  lions. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  recreation  potential  of  this  area  is 
very  low.     The  one  recreation  cabin  on  Grindall  Island  is  about  the 
extent  of  recreation  development  possible.     Access  to   the  area  is 
difficult  due  to  the  rugged  terrain  and  limited  coastal  access; 
therefore,   the  recreation  potential  of  the  area  is  limited.  The 
pending  State  land  selections  include  all  land  areas  suitable  for  some 
type  of  recreation  purpose. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     Due  to  the  lack  of  freshwater  streams,    this  area 
has  very  little  value  for  fish  resources. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  long  range  plans  for  habitat 
improvement  project  work  within  this  roadless  area. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  I  (PI) 
Primitive  II  (P2) 


2, 182 
6  ,  353 
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(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  1 ,211  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  2,706  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  261  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:  The  mineral  potential  within  the  area  is  considered  to 
be  low. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 
(2)     Management  ConsideraCions 

(a)  This  area  is  now  an  isolated  piece  of  National  Forest  System  land 
and  will  become  more  so  when  the  State  land  selections  become  final. 
This  and  the  rugged  topography  restrict  resource  management.  Grindall 
Island  has  been  managed  for  recreation  purposes  and  this  would 
continue  at  the  current  level  if  it  remained  in  the  National  Forest 
system . 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     Grindall  Passage   (400  acres)  has  been  selected  by 
the  State. 

d.     Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     There  are  no  roadless 
areas  adjacent  to  the  Kasaan  Roadless  Area.     The  nearest  roadless  areas  are 
the  Thorne  River  and  Karta  River  drainages  about  10  miles  to  the  west. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  170  200 

Ketchikan        (Pop.   12,705)  25  30 

Mollis,   located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,   is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  pending  congressional  action  on  current  wilderness 
initiatives . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  Grindall  Island  recreation  cabin  is 
used  by  local  people. 


c.     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

ACRES   (GROSS):     46,845  ACRES   (NFS):  46,785 

GL'.OZONE:     KG  2 

Cl".OGRj\PHIC  PROVINCE;     Southern  Outer  Islands 
L989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a .  Description 

(I)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


NAME:     Duke  (521) 


Percy  Island  .  766  21 

Duke'  767  22 

Mary  Island  768  22 

(2)  History:     This  roadless  area  consists  of  Duke,   Mary,   and  Percy 
Islands.     These   islands  were  used  by  Alaska  Natives   in  both  ancient  and 
historic  times.     All  through  the  commercial  fishing  era,    the  Judd  Bay  are:i 
on  Duke  Island  has  been  used  as  anchorage  for  the  fishing  fleet.  During 
the   1940' s ,    fox  farming  occurred  on  Duke  Island.     Duke,   Mary,   and  Perry 
Islands  are  exposed  to  the  frequent  severe  weather  out  of  Dixon  entrance. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  Duke  Island  Roadless  Area  consists  of  an 
island  group  located  about  10  miles  southeast  of  Annette  Island.     The  I.ick 
of  safe  anchorages  and  freshwater  lakes  for  floatplane  landings  essentiaLIv 
makes  this  roadless  area  inaccessible  to  the  general  public. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:  The  area  is  characterized  by  low  elevation 
subdued  topography  and  low- lying  muskeg  systems.  The  maximum  elevation  is 
500  feet.     There  are  150  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 


(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     This  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Island 
Geographic  Province  and  is  characterized  by  rolling  subdued 
topography. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was   the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(b)  Vegetation:  These  islands  are  forested  with  poor  quality  hemlock, 
spruce  and  cedar.     There  are  1,966  acres  of  muskeg. 

There  are  approximately  42,829  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  8,121 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
6,735  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  604  acres  are  riparian  oiti 
growth . 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,    low  mineral  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (,1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries.     While  there  are  no  freshwater  or  anadroraous  fish 
resources,   two  VCU's,   766  and  767,   are  rated  high  quality  for  estuary 
habitat . 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     Duke  Island  has  a  fox  population,   some  Sickn 
black- tailed  deer,   and,   along  the  shoreline,    the  common  sea  mammals  of 
Southeast  Alaska.     These  islands  are  frequented  by  large  numbers  of 
sea  birds. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  2   (LUD  2).     LUD  2  areas  are  to 
be  managed  in  the  roadless  condition  with  the  exception  that  wildlife  and 
fish  habitat  improvement  projects  are  permitted.     The  lack  of  access, 
manageable  timber,   and  freshwater  systems  has  allowed  no  management  of 
these  islands.     A  few  skilled  boaters  do  land  on  the  islands   to  beachcomb 
on  the  several  sand  beaches . 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  is  part  of  the  Coastal 
Hills  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep  terrain, 
rounded  summits  and  elevations  up  to  4,000  feet.     Though  this  roadless  are.; 
has  very  flat  landforra  characteristics,   all  of  this  area  is  inventoried  as 
Variety  Class  B  due  to  the  vegetative  and  waterform  diversity,   and  the 
diversity  of  its  coastal  features  such  as  the  very  irregular  shoreline  and 
clusters  of  smaller  islands. 

The  Existing  Visual  Condition  for  the  entire  Roadless  Area  is  Type   I  wiiere 
the  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity. 

(8)  Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The  Duke  Island  Roadless  Area  is 
isolated  from  other  land  areas  by  saltwater.     Annette  Island  is  about  10 
miles  to  the  northwest. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  isolation  and  the 
rugged  coastline  interspersed  with  sandy  beaches  are  the  special  features 
of  this  roadless  area.     The  opportunity  to  view  sea  birds  and  mammals  on  or 
near  the  shore  is  of  special  interest. 
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b.  Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  essentially 
unapproachable  ■  shoreline  makes   this  roadless  area  easy  to  manage  in  an 
unroaded  condition. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified;    this,   along  with  its 
isolation,   provides  excellent  natural  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There   is  outstanding  opportunity  for 
solitude.     Persons  using  any  one  of  these  islands  are  unlikely  to  encounte 
another  person  during  their  stay. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     There  is  good  opportunity  for 
primitive  recreation,   primarily  along  the  coastal  areas.     There  are  no 
recreation  attractions  inland  such  as  large  lakes,   streams  or  alpine 
features . 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I  (Pi)  31,797 
Primitive  II  (P2)  14,767 

The  area  contains  four  recreation  places  totaling  8,392  acres.     They  are 
primarily  associated  with  anchorages  in  the  area. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

PI  1  1,732  1,560 

P2  3  6,660  3,120 

(5)  Special  Features   (Ecologic,   Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  The 
rugged,   rocky  coastline  facing  the  open  sea  is  a  special  feature. 

c.  Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  lack  of  access  to  any  of  the  islands 
precludes  recreation  facility  development.     The  only  real  recreation 
potential  is  low  density  dispersed  recreation  associated  with  the  san 
beaches . 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  None. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  plans  for  wildlife  habitat 
management  on  these  islands  and  little  potential  to  do  so. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  7,659  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest;    including  583  acres  of  riparian  old 
growth  and  6,372  acres  of  non-riparian  old  growth. 


(e)     Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 
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(f)     Minerals:  None. 


(g)     Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 


(2)     Management  Considerations 


(a)  The  lack  of  qualitv  timber,  absence  of  fresh  water,  and  lack  of 
safe  access  preclude  any  active  management  of  the  resources  on  these 
islands . 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common   to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:  2,170  acres  of  land  have  been  selected  by  the  State 
at  Judd  Harbor, 


d.     Relationship  To  Connnunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
approximately  10  miles  west  of  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument  across 
Revillagigedo  Channel. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  an  occasional  visic  bv 
boaters  who  have  the  ability  to  land. 


Community 


Air. Miles 


Water  Miles 


Juneau  (Pop.  23,729) 

Ketchikan     (Pop.  12,705) 


300 
30 


375 
35 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


N.\ME:     Gravina     (522)  ACRES   (GROSS):     61,841  ACRES   (NFS):  33,952 

GEOZONE:  K04 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
L989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a .  Description 

(I)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


761  Not  Rated 

Dall  Ridge  762  22 

763  '  Not  Rated 

764  Not  Rated 
Dall  Head                       765  22 


(2)     History:     This  roadless  area  includes  all  National  Forest  land  on 
Gravina  Island.     Gravina  Island  was  used  by  prehistoric  and  historic  Natix'e 
cultures,   and  has  also  been  an  integral  part  of  the  development  of 
Ketchikan  and  southern  Southeast  Alaska.     The  north  end  of  Gravina  Island 
was  reserved  for  the  development  of  the  city  of  Ketchikan.     Since   the  enulv 
davs  of  the  developing  fishing  industry,   almost  all  of  the  northern, 
eastern,   and  some  of  the  western  coastline  of  the  island  have  been 
influenced  by  settlers  building  home  and  cabin  sites,   storage  shelters,  and 
anchorage  facilities.     To  this  day,   remnants  of  these  sites  can  be  found. 

Significant  State  and  Native  land  selections  have  occurred  on  the  northern 
third  of  the  island  and  adjacent  to  the  major  bays. 

Gravina  Island  has  a  long  history  of  subsistence  and  recreation  use  by 
residents  of  Ketchikan. 


(3)     Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is  located  on  Gravina 
Island.     To  access  the  area  from  Ketchikan,  one  must  first  cross 
Revillagigedo  Channel  by  the  public  airport  ferry  and  then  hike  across  the 
State  owned  lands  by  foot.     It  may  also  be  accessed  by  boat  and  floatplane. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate   the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas   in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  charac Cerized  by  low  elevation 
subdued  topography,   a  rugged  backbone  ridge,   and  muskeg  flats.     The  maximum 
elevation  is  2,700  feet.     There  are  44  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater  and 
approximately  600  acres  of  muskeg. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  within  the  Southern  Outer  Island 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling  subdued  and  localized  rugged  topographv. 

(b)  Vegetation:     This  area  is   typical  Southeast  Alaska  c  o  a  s  t  a  1 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component.     Muskeg  totals 
approximately  600  acres. 

There  are  approximately  37,186  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  19,417 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
16,641  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  1,506  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     Soils  are  highly  organic  with  low  clay  content  and  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock.     Soil  depths  range  to  40  inches. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU  766  rated  high  value  for  commercial  and  sport  fish,   and  VCU  765 
high  for  estuary  value. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  high  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,   some  black  bear,   and  populations  of  small 
furbearers  and  other  mammals. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  area  was  allocated  to  Land  Use 
Designation  3  (LUD  3)   in  the  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan.     The  LUD  3  area 
is  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses,   including  timber  harvest,  while 
protecting  amenity  values. 

There  is  one  recreation  use  cabin  on  the  southwest  coast,   and  an 
electronics  site  on  High  Mountain.     Current  management  is  to  maintain  the 
existing  cabin  and  electronics  site. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  is  part  of  the  Coastal 
Hills  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep  landforms . 
predominantly  rounded  summits,   elevations  up  to  4,500  feet,   and  flat 
floored,   U-shaped  valleys.     The  Gravina  Roadless  Area  is,    for  the  most 
part,   very  representative  of  this  character  type. 
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The  entire  area  is   inventoried  as  Variety  Class  B  (possessing 
characteristics  that  are  common  in  the  character  type) .     The  more 
distinctive  and  rugged  landforms  are  found  in  the  Dall  Head  area  of  Gravina 
Is  land . 

Almost  all  of  this  area  is   inventoried  as  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition 
where  the  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity.     The  only 
exception  is  a  38-vear-old  clearcut  at  the  head  of  Vallenar  Bay,  and 
evidence  of  human  habitation  along  some  of  the  coastal  areas. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     Gravina  Island  is  heavily 
influenced  bv  the  growth  in  the  greater  Ketchikan  area.     The  Ketchikan 
airport  is  on  the  northern  end  of  the  island.     Flight  patterns  cause  noise 
and  visual  influence  within  the  roadless  area.     State  and  Native  land 
selections  extend  into  the  roadless  area  causing  an  irregular  boundary. 

'State  lands  are  dedicated  for  community  development  and  expansion, 
therefore,   their  impact  upon  the  roadless  area  will  increase  over  time. 
The  eastern,   southern,   and  western  boundaries  are  large  bodies  of 
saltwater. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,   the  scenery,    the  saltwater  bays  and  inlets,   and  the  opportunity 
to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this  country  may 
all  be  attractions.     The  area  contains  seven  inventoried  recreation  places 
totaling  18,169  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Mi^agement  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  irregular  State  and 
Native  land  boundaries  would  make  it  difficult  to  manage   this  area  in  a 
roadless  condition.     These  boundaries  do  not  take  advantage  of  natural 
topographic  features  and,   in  most  cases,   are  on  relatively  flat  ground. 
Marking  these  boundaries  would  be  difficult  because  the  vegetation  grows 
quickly.     Access  to  unroaded  areas  would  be  difficult  to  control. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  except  for  the  trace 
remains  of  human  activity  which  occurred  during  the  early  1900' s.  Because 
the  area  is  surrounded  primarily  by  large  saltwater  channels,   the  natural 
integrity  of  the  area  is  preserved. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     The  opportunity  for  solitude  within  the 
area  is  somewhat  marginal.     Along  the  coast,   there  is  near  constant  sports 
and  commercial  fishing  causing  a  constant  drone  of  boat  engines.  Within 
the  area,   persons  can  see  jets  and  floatplanes  overhead  and  hear  their 
engines,   although  a  person  entering  the  interior  of  this  roadless  area  is 
not  likely  to  meet  other  humans. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     There  is  good  opportunity  for 
primitive  recreation  in  the  interior  of  the   island  and  along  the  southwest 
coast.     The  latter  area  possesses  good  saltwater  fishing  and  a  Forest 
Service  cabin.     Some  of  these  primitive  opportunities  mav  be   impacted  in 
the  future  by  development  on  the  extensive  State  and  private  lands   in  the 
area.     The  eastern  side  of  the   island  near  Ketchikan  is  heavilv  influenced 
by  jet  and  other  airline  and  boat  traffic. 
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ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  I  (PI) 

Primitive  II  (P2) 

Semi  -  Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 

Rural  (R) 


16 , 160 
9,510 

12,243 
1,039 


There  are  seven  inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  GLASS 


#  OF  REG.  PL.\GES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 


PI 
P2 
SPM 
R 


1 
I 
4 
1 


6  , 117 
2.466 
9,326 


260 


1 ,  170 
1,  560 
3,  360 


400 


(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)     Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  trail  development 
connecting  the  east  side  of  Gravina  along  Tongass  Narrows   to  Bostwick 
Lake  and  Inlet  or  to  Blank  Inlet.     The  State  of  Alaska  would  be 


(b)  Fish  Resource:     Due  to  the  lack  of  streams  with  fish  habitat 
potential,    there  is  little  opportunity  for  fish  habitat  improvement 
proj  ects . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  plans  for  wildlife  habitat 
improvement  project  in  this  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  16,578  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  14,307  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  1,406  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  A  permitted  electronics  site  is  located 
on  High  Mountain. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  southern  end  of  Gravina  Island  has  a  history  of 
mineral  exploration  and  gold  raining.     Prospecting  is  presently 
occurring.     There  is  potential  for  future  mine  development. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)     This  area  has   limited  potential   for  commodity  and  market  resouroo 
management.     Potential  for  amenity  values  in  terms  of  developed 
recreation,    fish,   and  wildlife  resources   is  also  limited.  Minerals 
may  or  may  not  be  of  management  concern  in  the  future. 


involved  in  this  development. 
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(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common   to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  Land. 

d.     Relationship  To  Conununities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:  This  roadless  area  is 
not  adjacent  to  any  other  roadless  areas. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Ketchikan     (Pop.   12,700)  3  5 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  250  300 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"raoratoriuin"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  recei-^^s  significant  local  use 
for  general  hunting  and  some  recreation  activity. 


e.      Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     South  Revilla  (523)  ACRES   (GROSS):     71,998  ACRES   (NFS):  71,353 

CI' OZONE:  K04 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  21 


a.  Description 


(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas: 
names,  VCU  numbers,  acres,  original 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  r 
with  previous  analyses. 

VCU  Name  VCU  No. 


The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
adless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 

1979 

WARS  Rating  Comments 


Fish  Creek 
Gokachin 


Moth  Bay 
Luckvikan  Lakes 


747 
748 
753 
754 
755 
756 
757 
758 
759 
760 
769 
770 


23 
22 


22 
21 


Not  Rated 
Not  Rated 
Not  Rated 


Not  Rated 
Not  Rated 
Not  Rated 


Not  Rated 
Not  Rated 


(2)     History:     Prehistoric  and  historic  Native  cultures  used  this  roadless 
area  but  their  primary  influence  areas  are  now  within  the  private.  Native 
and  State  lands.     In  more  recent  history,  horaesteading  occurred  in  Ice 
House  Cove  and  one  site  is  still  used  as  a  summer  residence.     The  Thome 
Arm  area  has  been  prospected  for  minerals  resulting  in  the  Sealevel  Mine 
being  patented.     In  the  1950' s,    timber  harvest  was  initiated  and  is 
continuing  to  progress  into  unroaded  areas.     The  Forest  Service  camp  and 
Coast  Guard  Loran  station  at  Shoal  Cove  are  excluded  from  the  boundary  ot 
the  South  Revilla  Roadless  Area. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  Co 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  SouCh  Revilla  Roadless  Area  is   located  on 
Che  southwest  quarter  of  Revillagigedo  Island.     Access   is  gained  through 
the  Ward  Lake  road  system  and  by  saltwater  through  George  and  Carroll 
Inlets . 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  a  combination, 
of  rugged  and  gentle  terrain.     The  steep  mountain  slopes  generally  rise  up 
to  about  2,500   feet  with   the  uppermost  elevation  being  above  timberline. 
Most  of  Che  gentle  terrain  is  locaced  at  the  head  end  of  the  Thorne  Arm. 
There  are  97  miles  of  salcwater  shoreline. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  South  Revilla  Roadless  Area  is  classified  as 
being  in  Che  Central  Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.  This 
province  is  characterized  by  subdued,   rolling  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     This  area  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component.     There  are  interspersed 
areas  of  the  muskeg  and  alpine  vegetative  types. 

There  are  approximately  67,159  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  33,410 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
28,932  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,618  are  riparian  old 
growth. 

(c)  Soils:     These^ highly  organic,    low  clav  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40   inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program   (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  747,   748,   754,   755,   758  and  760  are  rated  high  value  for  sport 
fish,  VCU's  747,   748,   754,   and  760  are  rated  high  value  for  commercial 
fish,   and  VCU's  769  and  770  are  rated  high  value  for  esCuarv  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  populations  of  Sitka 
black-Cailed  deer,   black  bear,   oCCer,   marten,   mink,    loon,   and  common 
waterfowl.     Trumpeter  swan  use  the  major  saltwater  inlets  and 
freshwater  lakes  as  resting  areas  during  their  migrations. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designations   (LUD's)   1   (8,577  acres),  2 
(21,064  acres)   and  3   (4,198  acres).     LUD  1  areas  are  to  be  managed   in  the 
roadless  condition.     LUD  2  areas  are   to  be  managed  in  the  roadless 
condition  although  wildlife  and  fish  habicat  projects  are  permitted.  LUD 
areas  are  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses  and  activities   in  a 
compatible  and  complementary  manner. 
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There  is  one  Forest  Service  cabin,  a  mooring  buoy,  and  a  hiking  trail  at 
Fish  Creek.  A  timber  sale  and  log  transfer  site  are  planned  for  the  Elf 
Point  area  on  the  east  side  of  the  Thorne  Arm. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  roadless  area  is  part  of  the 
Coastal  Hills  character  tvpe  which  consists  of  moderately  steep  landforms. 
predominantly  rounded  summits,   elevations  to  4,500  feet,   and  f lat - f loo  red . 
U-shaped  valleys.     Numerous   island  groups  are  also  common  in  this  character 
type.     The  landscapes  of  this  area  range  from  very  flat  to  gently  rolling 
or  moderately  rugged.     The  highest  elevations  are  just  over  2,100  feet. 

.About  88  percent  of  the  area  is   inventoried  as  Variety  Class  B  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that  is  common  in  the  character  type).     The  rest  of  the 
area  is  rated  as  Variety  Class  C  (possessing  minimal  landscape  diversity 
relative  to  the  character  type) .     Though  much  of  this  area  has  low  to  very 
average  scenic  quality,   there  are  some  specific  areas  that  are  notable. 
These  include  the  Fish  Creek-Low  Lake  drainage  at  the  head  of  Thorne  .Arm, 
and  the  cluster  of  lakes  near  the  summit  of  Black  Mountain. 

.About  98  percent  of  the  area  is  in  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  where 
the  natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity.     The  rest 
of  the  area  exhibits  minimally  to  moderately  altered  landscapes  resulting 
from  past  timber  harvest  along  its  edge,   primarily  at  the  head  of  Thorne 
Arm . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  area  between  the  north  ends 
of  Carroll  Inlet  and  the  Thorne  Arm  has  been  heavily  logged.     The  remaining 
adjacent  areas  to  this  roadless  area  are  either  saltwater  or  part  of  Mistv 
Fiords  National  Monument . 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  main  attraction  of 
the  South  Revilla  Roadless  Area  is  fishing  in  the  streams  and  lakes  at  tlie 
upper  end  of  the  Thorne  Arm.     The  area  contains  five  inventoried  recreation 
places  containing  7,396  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  boundaries  of  the 
South  Revilla  Area  consist  mostly  of  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument  and 
saltwater,   making  a  very  manageable  roadless  area  boundary.     Ridge  lines 
along  the  northern  boundary  could  be  used  to  separate  the  roadless  from  rhe 
roaded/logged  area.     The  area  itself  is  very  manageable  as  a  roadless  area. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     South  Revilla  is  unmodified  except  for  the  cabin 
and  trail  system  in  the  Fish  Creek  area.     Some  evidence  of  old  mining 
activity  exists,  but  is  very  difficult  to  detect  without  knowing  its  exact 
location . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  excellent  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  most  of  this  area.     A  person  camping  or  hiking  in  the  Fish  Creek 
area  during  the  steelhead  and  salmon  fishing  seasons   is  likely  to  encounrer 
other  individuals.     There  will  be  sights  and  sounds  of  aircraft  almost 
anywhere  within  the  area. 
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(4)     Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Good  opportunities  for 
primitive  recreation  exist  along  the  east  shore  of  Thorne  Arm  and  along 
potential  trail  corridors  such  as  Gokachin  Creek  which  lead  into  Misty 
Fiords  National  Monument.     Many  of  the  recreation  opportunities  are   in  ch 
Fish  Creek  area,   and  in  the  saltwater  channels  and  coves  of  Carroll  Inlet 
and  Thorne  Arm  which  provide  a  semi-primitive  setting. 

ROS  CLASS  ACRES 


Primtive  I   (PI)  19,971 

Primitive  II  (P2)  16,150 

Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  13,490 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  9,813 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  11,914 


The  area  contains  five  inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

PI  1  4,476  1,170 

P2  I  961  780 

SPM  ,    1  620  2,340 

RM  '    2  1.339  3,436 

(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  potential  for  additional 
recreation  cabins  and  trails  within  the  Thorne  Arm  part  of  this 
roadless  area.     One  potential  trail  corridor  would  lead  into  the 
Gokachin  Lakes  area  in  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument.     This  lake 
system  has  been  recognized  as  an  outstanding  canoeing  opportunity. 
The  potential  for  primitive  dispersed  recreation  is  good. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  major  streams  provide  excellent  fish  habita 
and  are  widely  known  for  high  quality  steelhead  and  salmon  fishing. 
The  major  lakes  within  the  Fish  Creek  drainage  have  very  good  stocks 
of  rainbow  trout. 


(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  Sitka  black-tailed  deer,  black 
bear,   marten,   mink,   wolves,   and  a  variety  of  birds.     Some  hunting  a 
trapping  occurs. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  23,807  acres   inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This   includes  20,109  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,838  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 


(e)     Land  Use  Authorizations:  None 
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(f)  Minerals:  Although  no  active  mining  is  occurring  at  this  time, 
there  is  interest  in  the  mineral  potential  of  the  Black  Mountain  and 
Moth  Bay  areas. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 
(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  Timber  sales  are  currently  planned  in  the  Elf  Point  area  in 
Thome  Arm.     Most  of  this  roadless  area,   with  the.  exception  of  the 
LUD  2  and  Fish  Creek  drainage  areas,    is  being  considered  for  fui-j.re 
timber  entry. 

Some  potential  exists  for  additional  recreation  use  cabins  and  trails 
within  the  area. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     The  one  parcel  of  private  land  within  the  roadless 
area  boundary  is  located  about  two  miles  north  of  Moth  Bay.  The 
roadless  boundary  excludes  the  Sealevel  Mine  patent. 

d.     Relationship  To  ConuDunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  east  boundarv 
coincides  with  the  boundary  of  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument.     The  Revill.i 
Roadless  Area  is  to  the  north. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility)  :  .Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Cominunity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  270  330 

Ketchikan        (Pop.   12,700)  20  30 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     Sockeye  salmon  are  harvested  in  the 
Thome  Arm  area  by  local  residents  authorized  for  subsistence  use. 
Some  trapping  occurs  within  this  roadless  area.     Sportfishing  in  the 
streams  and  lakes  of  the  area  is  done  primarily  by  local  residents. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Revilla  .(524)  ACRES  (GROSS):     161,263  ACRES   (NFS):  138,393 

GEOZONE:  K04 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  21 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Racing 

Comments 

Moser  Bay 

743 

22 

Swan 

745 

22 

746 

Not 

Rated 

Salt  Lagoon 

747 

23 

748 

Not 

Rated 

749 

Not 

Rated 

750 

Not 

Rated 

Ketchikan  Lakes' 

751 

23 

Whitmen  Lakes 

752 

21 

753 

Not 

Rated 

754 

Not 

Rated 

756 

Not 

Rated 

776 

Not 

Rated 

Clover  Pass 

864 

17 

(2)     History:     This  area  has  a  rich  history  in  the  development  of  southern 
Southeast  Alaska.     The  city  of  Ketchikan  and  its  surroundings  form  the 
southern  boundary  of  this  roadless  area.     Consequently,   the  southern  pare 
of  the  Revilla  Roadless  Area  has  been  influenced  in  the  past,   and  continues 
to  be  influenced,  by  human  activity.     The  Ward  Creek  drainage  was  developed 
by  the  combination  of  early  1900' s  mining,  Civilian  Conservation  Corps 
public  works  projects  during  the  1930' s,  and  hydropower  development  in  the 
Swan  Lake  area.     In  recent  times,   the  State  and  Native  corporations  have 
made  extensive  land  selections  in  the  headwaters  of  Ward  Creek,  along 
George  and  Carroll  Inlets,  and  along  the  south  boundary  of  this  roadless 
area.     The  State  selections  are  for  the  express  purpose  of  future  community 
development . 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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Prehistoric  and  historic  Native  cultures  used  the  roadless  area,  but  the 
areas  they  primarily  influenced  are  now  within  private,  Native  and  State 
lands . 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  southwest  quarter  of 
Revillagigedo  Island.     Access  is  gained  through  the  Ward  Lake  road  system 
and  by  saltwater  through  George  and  Carroll  Inlets. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  rugged 
terrain.     Mountain  slopes  are  steep,   causing  deeply  incised  drainages. 
Elevations  rise  to  over  3,000  feet.     There  are  about  9,600  acres  of  alpine 
and  2,200  acres  of  rock  terrain.     There  are  30  miles  of  saltwater 
shoreline.     The  numerous  lakes  account  for  about  4,300  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Central 
Interior  Islands  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  characterized 
by  rolling  topography  with  localized  rugged  terrain  and  extensive 
muskeg  areas . 

(b)  Vegetation:     This  area  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component. 

There  are  approximately  117,245  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  66,17 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
59,095  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  5,378  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  747,  748,  750,  751,  754,  and  776  are  high  value  for  commercial 
fish.  VCU's  745,  747,748,  751,  752,  753,  and  754  are  high  value  for 
sport  fish. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,  black  bear,  otter,  marten,  mink,   loon,   and  common 
waterfowl.     Trumpeter  swan  use  the  major  saltwater  inlets  and 
freshwater  lakes  as  resting  areas  during  their  migrations. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  The  area  contains  no  known 
threatened  or  endangered  species,  and  has  not  been  identified  as  an 
area  of  potential  scientific  value. 
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(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  3   (LUD  3).     The  LUD  3  area  is 
to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  uses  and  activities  in  a  compatible  and 
complementary  manner. 

There  are  two  Forest  Service  campgrounds,   several  picnic  areas,   and  a  day 
use   trail  at  Ward  Lake.     The  area  has  a  number  of  trails,    the  most 
prominent  being  the  Deer  Mountain  Trail  which  is  designated  as  a  National 
Recreation  Trail.     There  are  several  outfitters  and  guides  who  operate 
within  this  roadless  area.     The  Ward  Lake  drainage  receives  heavy  winter 
recreation  activity. 

This  roadless  area  is  the  source  of  Ketchikan's  domestic  water  supply. 
Part  of  Ketchikan's  hydropower  comes  from  the  Swan  Lake  power  generation 
facility . 

Future  timber  harvest  is  planned  within  this  roadless  area  in  the  upper 
parts  of  George  and  Carroll  Inlets. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  roadless  area  is  part  of  the 
Coastal  Hills  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep 
landf orms ,   predominantly  rounded  summits,   elevations  up  to  4,500  feet,  and 
flat- floored,  U-shaped  valleys.     A  variety  of  island  groups  are  also 
common.     This  area  possesses  some  of  the  most  rugged  and  diverse  terrain  in 
the  character  type. 

About  17  percent  of  the  roadless  area  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  a  level  of  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character 
type) .     These  Class  A  landscapes  are  primarily  centered  around  the  rugged 
terrain  behind  Ketchikan  from  Deer  Mountain  north  to  the  White  River 
drainage  and  George  Inlet.     This  area  exhibits  diverse  alpine  terrain, 
vegetative  patterns,   rock  formations,   and  many  lake  basins  and  waterfalls. 
The  rest  of  the  area  is  rated  as  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape 
diversity  common  for  the  character  type) . 

About  92  percent  of  this  area  is  in  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition 
where  the  natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity.  The 
rest  of  the  area  is  in  a  moderately-  to  heavily- altered  visual  condition 
due  to  the  impacts  of  a  small  level  of  timber  harvest  in  the  Ward  Lake  area 
and  the  Swan  Lake  transmission  line. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  entire  southern  boundary  of 
this  roadless  area  is  influenced  by  the  development  associated  with 
Ketchikan.     State  and  Native  selections  north  of  Ketchikan  and  in  George 
and  Carroll  Inlets  form  much  of  the  boundary  of  this  roadless  area.  The 
Native  lands  are  rapidly  being  roaded  and  logged. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  main  attraction  of 
this  area  is  its  close  proximity  and  accessibility  to  Ketchikan.     It  is  the 
only  National  Forest  land  area  that  is  accessible  by  road  from  Ketchikan. 
The  trail  system  is  of  interest  because  people  can  hike  from  Ketchikan  to 
the  alpine  zone  or  take  short  day  hikes  at  their  leisure.     The  area 
contains  27  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  40,618  acres. 
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Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Private  land  along  the 
southern  and  eastern  sides  of  this  roadless  area  results  in  irregular 
shaped  boundaries.     The  boundary  will  therefore  be  difficult  to  define  and 
manage.     Parts  of  this  roadless  area  are  used  by  off -road  vehicles  during 
the  winter  for  recreation  and  trapping.     Prohibiting  these  uses  would  be 
very  controversial. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  modified  by  the  Swan  Lake  powerline 
and  the  trail  system.     The  area's  close  proximity  to  Ketchikan,    ics  histou 
of  mineral  exploration,   and  its  high  recreation  use  in  the  southern  pare 
all  contribute  to  evidence  of  human  activity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  opportunity  for  solitude  within 
certain  parts  of  the  area.     All  along  the  roadless  area's  southern  edge, 
the  noise  of  the  Ketchikan  area  can  be  heard.     There  are  extensive 
overflights  by  fixed-wing  aircraft  and  helicopters  flying  out  of  Ketchikan 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Due  to  the  extensive  human  use 
of  much  of  the  area,   the  external  influences  of  Native  logging,   the  Swan 
Lake  powerline,   and  other  activities,   the  opportunities  for  primitive 
recreation  are  limited.     There  are  many  recreation  attractions  in  this  are 
but  most  are  in  a  serai -primitive  setting. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I  (PI)  .     •  24,147 

Primitive  II  (P2)  4,839 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  64,645 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  5,561 

Roaded  Natural  (RN)  11,794 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  25,648 

Rural  (R)  879 

The  area  contains  27  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CUiSS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES        TOTAL  ACRES        CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

PI  2  9,473  3,498 

P2  3  4,839  2,343 

SPNM  9  19,168  29,685 

SPM  3  801  2,034 

RN  6  4,578  88,675 

RM  4  1,759  4,125 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:  This 
development  of  roaded  recreation. 


roadless  area  has  high  potential  for 
This  is  a  priority  objective  for 
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Che  people   in  the  Ketchikan  area,    since  all  direct  road  access   to  the 
National  Forest  on  Revillagigedo  Island  must  be  through  the  Revilla 
unroaded  area.     Potential  exists  for  trail  construction  and  additional 
recreation  cabins  throughout  this  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     There  is  some  potential  for  fish  habitat 
improvement  on  streams  within  the  area.     However,    the  best 
opportunities  are  now  within  State  and  Native  selected  lands.  There 
is  a  desire  by  Che  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  to  improve 
access  to  and  the  quality  of  freshwater  fishing  in  this  roadless  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  long-range  plans  for  habitat 
improvement  projects  within  this  roadless  area.     There   is  some  hunting 
and  crapping  within  the  area  but,   in  general,   the  terrain  is  too  rough 
for  quality  sports  hunting. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  50,638  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  44,501  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  4,778  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  is  a  special  use  permit  for  the 
Swan  Lake  hydropower  generating  plant  and  powerline.  > 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  mining  claims  located  on  Mahoney  Mountain. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 
(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  Revilla  Roadless  Area  is  the  key  to  providing  roaded 
recreation  opportunities  for  the  residents  of  Revillagigedo  Island. 
Any  extension  of  the  already  limited  road  opportunities  in  che 
Ketchikan  Area  must  occur  into  and  through  the  Revilla  Roadless  Area. 
There  is  a  plan  for  extending  the  Ward  Lake  road  into  the  upper  end  ot 
George  and  Carroll  Inlets.     A  long-range  plan  proposes  connection  of 
Ketchikan  to  the  mainland  with  a  road  proceeding  northward  Co  che 
Bradfield  Canal.     This  route  must  go  through  the  Revilla  Roadless 
Area . 

Considerable  potential  exists  for  development  of  roaded  recreation 
opportunities,  including  campgrounds  and  additional  trails,  within 
this  area. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     No  private  land  exists  within  the  identified 
roadless  area  boundary.     The  very  irregular  boundary,  however, 
resulted  from  State  and  Native  corporation  land  selections. 
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Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
part  of  a  larger  contiguous  unroaded  land  mass  consisting  of  Misty  Fiords 
National  Monument,   the  South  Revilla  Roadless  Area,   and  the  North  Revilla 
Roadless  Area. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  250  300 

Ketchikan  (Pop.   12,705)  Adjacent 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  significant  local  use 
for  subsistence  and  recreation  activity. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 

NAME:     Behra  Islands   (525)         ACRES  (GROSS):     5,526  ACRES   (NFS):  2,042 

GEOZONE:  K04 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  19 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,   VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Conunents 

741  Not  Rated 

Clover  Pass  864  17 

(2)  History:     The  Behm  Islands  Roadless  Area  includes  a  chain  of  islands 
extending  from  Point  Higgins  to  Naha  Bay.     These  islands  form  the  sheltered 
water  known  as  Clover  Pass  and  have  been  used  for  fox  farms,  navigational 
aid  sites,   and  for  a  recreation  residence  which  is ' located  on  Benton 
Island.     In  1988,   the  Navy  proposed  to  use  Back  Island  as  the  shore 
facility  for  their  new  acoustic  test  range  located  in  Behm  Canal.  The 
Forest  Service  has  issued  the  Navy  a  Special  Use  Permit  for  the  Back  Island 
site  and  construction  has  begun. 

Prehistoric  and  historic  Native  cultures  used  this  roadless  area. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  offshore  of  the  southwest 
corner  of  Revillagigedo  Island.     Access  is  by  boat  from  the  several  marinas 
in  the  area. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  several  low 
relief  islands  and  rocky  shorelines  with  interspersed  sand  beaches. 
There  are  19  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline  and  no  freshwater  streams  on 
these  islands.     All  the  islands  are  forested.     There  are  no  areas  of  ice, 
snow,   rock,  or  muskeg. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  characterized  by  rolling 
subdued  and  localized  rugged  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar.     There  are  numerous 
interspersed  areas  of  the  muskeg  and  alpine  vegetative  types . 

There  are  approximately  1,921  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  1,581 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
1,481  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  60  acres  are  riparian  old 
growth. 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  Neither 
of  these  ratings  indicate  that  there  is  high  quality  fish  habitat 
within  this  roadless  area. 


(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  few  land  mammals  on  these  islands. 
Marine  mammals  are  occasionally  seen  on  or  near  rocks  along  the 
shoreline. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 


(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  2  (LUD  2) .     The  area  is  to  be 
managed  in  a  roadless  condition  except  that  wildlife  and  fish  habitat 
improvements  are  permitted. 

There, is  one  recreation  residence  authorized  by  a  special  use  permit  on 
Betton  Island.     There  are  U.S.   Coast  Guard  navigation  aids  installed  on 
several  of  the  islands.     The  Navy  has  recently  been  authorized  to  conscrucc 
support  buildings  and  a  dock  on  Back  Island  for  their  acoustical  test 
facility . 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness) :     This  roadless  area  is  part  of  the 
Coastal  Hills  character  type,  which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep 
landf orms ,  with  generally  rounded  summits  usually  less  than  4,000  feet,  and 
also  by  island  groups  of  different  sizes  and  forms.     This  roadless  area  is 
typical  of  these  island  groups  and  is  adjacent  to  other  Coastal  Hill 
landf orms  on  Revilla  Island. 


All  of  this  area  is  inventoried  as  Variety  Class  B  (common  or  average 
scenic  diversity  relative  to  the  character  type  of  which  it  is  a  pare"). 
Though  there  are  no  highly  distinctive  scenic  features,    the  combination  of 
waterways,    islands  of  different  sizes,   and  the  backdrop  of  more  massive 
landforms  around  this  popular  fishing  and  boating  area  make  this  a  very 
attractive  landscape. 
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The  ExisCing  Visual  Condicion  of  this  area  is  all  Type  I   (the  landscape  is 
essentially  unmodified  by  human) .     A  few  small  structures  scattered 
throughout  this  area  are   the  only  alterations   to   the  natural  landscape. 

(3)     Surroundings   (External  Influences):     The   Islands  are   located  one  to 
two  miles  from  the  recreation,   resort,   and  residential  area  on 
Revillagigedo  Island.     The  Clover  Pass  area  has  been  designated  a  Scenic 
Recreation  Area  by  the  Ketchikan  Borough.     Several  homes,   marinas,  and 
resort  developments  can  be  seen  on  the  shore  of  Revilla  Island  from  many 
portions  of  this  area.     Logging  on  Native-owned  land  on  the  slopes  east  of 
Clover  Pass  have  recently  become  partially  visible  from  portions  of  the 
waterways  and  islands. 

(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     There  are  no  features 
or  attractions  on  the  islands  that  are  of  special  interest.     However,  the 
Clover  Pass  area  receives  heavy  fishing  pressure  and  people  fishing  do  land 
on  the  sandy  beaches  to  rest,   relax,   and  beachcorab.     The  area  contains  four 
inventoried  recreation  places  or  portions  of  recreation  places  totaling 
1,761  acres . 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Since  the  area  is  made 
up  of  small  islands  which  have  limited  potential  for  timber  harvest  or 
other  resource  management  activities,    it  could  easily  be  managed  in  a 
roadless  condition. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  physically  unaltered.     The  recreation 
summer  home  on  Betton  Island  has  little  influence  on  the  apparent  natural 
integrity  of  the  area.     The  Navy's  acoustical  test  site  on  Back  Island  may 
break  the  apparent  natural  integrity  of  this  island. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  practically  no  opportunity  for 
solitude  within  this  roadless  area.     All  of  the  island  area  is  within  sight 
and  sound  of  saltwater.     During  the  summer- long  principal  fishing  season, 
both  sport  and  commercial,   there  are  the  constant  sights  and  sounds  of 
powerboats.     The  frequent  landings  by  boaters  further  decreases  the 
opportunity  for  solitude. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     The  area  provides  primarily 
Roaded  Natural  and  Semi  -  Primitive  recreation  opportunities: 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Semi-Primitive-Motorized  (SPM) 


560 
1.481 


The  area  contains  four  inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS 


#  OF  REC.  PLACES 


TOTAL  ACRES 


CAPACITY  BY  RVD 


SPM 
RN 


3 
1 


1 ,461 
300 


5  ,460 
2,000 
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(5)     Special  Features   (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

c .  Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     This  roadless  area  has  minor  potential  for 
recreation  development  and  use.     There  is  some  opportunity  to  provide 
unimproved  or  semi  -  improved  rest/campsites  for  people  kayaking  in  the 
area.     The  area  will  continue  to  receive  the  dispersed  recreation  use 
associated  with  the  beaches. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  None. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     Sea  mammals  and  birds  will  continue  to  use 
the  shoreline  environment.     There  is  no  plan  to  do  any  active  habitat 
improvement  work  on  any  of  the  islands. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  1,361  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  hairvest.     This  includes  60  acres  of  riparian 
old- growth,  and  1,281  acres  of  non- riparian  old- growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  is  a  permitted  recreation  summer 
home  and  an  electronics  site  on  Betton  Island.     The  Navy  is  authorized 
to  construct  buildings  and  boat  dock  on  Back  Island.     In  addition, 
there  are  several  sites  reserved  by  the  Coast  Guard  for  placing 
navigation  aids. 

(f)  Minerals:  None. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  Behra  Canal  Island  group  provides  a  scenic  experience  and 
backdrop  for  the  significant  amount  of  charter  and  independent  fishing 
that  occurs  in  the  Clover  Pass  area.     Recreation  use  is  projected  Co 
remain  incidental  to  the  fishing  activity  unless  some  development  co 
support  kayaking  activity  takes  place. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     There  is  one  parcel  of  private  land  on  Grant 
Island . 

d.  Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
isolated  from  the  Revilla  Roadless  Area  by  Clover  Pass  and  a  scrip  of  Scac>.^ 
and  Borough  land  on  Revillagigedo  Island. 
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(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Connnuni  ty 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Ke  tchikan 


(Pop.  12,705) 


15 


18 


(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  insignificant  use  by 
the  local  users/residents. 

e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     North  Revilla  (526)  ACRES  (GROSS):     164,810        ACRES   (NFS):  163,771 

GEOZONE:  K04 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  nvunbers ,  acres,  original  WARS  2/  rating,  and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

Bell 

731 

22 

732 

Not  Rated 

733 

Not  Rated 

Orchard 

734 

24 

Klu 

737 

21 

738 

Not  Rated 

Traitors 

739 

23 

Francis  Cove 

740 

23 

Loring 

741 

22 

742 

Not  Rated 

Naha 

744 

22 

747 

Not  Rated 

749 

Not  Rated 

780 

Not  Rated 

781 

Not  Rated 

(2)     History:     This  area  has  a  rich  history  in  the  development  of  southern 
Southeast  Alaska.     The  commercial  fishing  industry  established  itself  at 
Loring  located  in  Naha  Bay.     This  site  has  been  continually  occupied  since 
the  early  1900' s.     The  Naha  drainage  was  open  to  homesteading  and  the  Or  ten 
Ranch  owes  its  origin  to  this.     A  fish  hatchery  was  constructed  at  Heckinan 
Lake  in  the  early  1900' s. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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Prehistoric  and  historic  Native  cultures  used  this  roadless  area.  Their 
activities  mostly  centered  in  the  Naha  Bay  area  and  probably  extended  into 
the  interior  in  the  Naha  drainage.     The  Naha  River  has  been  an  important 
subsistence  use  area  through  recent  history. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  west  coast  of 
Revillagigedo  Island.     Access   is  gained  by  way  of  Behm  Canal  through  Naha 
Bay,   Traitors  Cove,   Neets  Bay,   and  Gedney  Pass. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  rugged 
terrain.     Mountain  slopes  are  steep,   causing  deeply  incised  drainages.  The 
North  Revilla  area  is  dominated  by  an  extensive  lake  chain  associated  with 
the  Naha  River  and  its  tributaries.     Elevation  ranges  from  sea  level  to 
3,000  feet.     There  are  7,800  acres  of  alpine,   3,600  acres  of  rock,   and  30 
miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.     Freshwater  lakes  cover  3,400  acres. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:  The  area  is  in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.  This  province  is  characterized  by  generally 
subdued  topography  with  localized  intrusions  of  very  rugged  mountains. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar.     There  are  about  400 
acres  of  muskeg. 

There  are  approximately  142,305  acres  of  forest  land  of  which  79,494 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
70,010  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  7,444  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  731,   734,   737,   739,   742,   744,   and  747  are  rated  as  high  value 
for  sport  fish. 

VCU's  738,   739,   742,   744,   747  and  781  are  rated  as  high  value  for 
commercial  fish. 

VCU  738  is  rated  as  high  value  for  estuary  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,  bear,   otter,   marten,   mink,   loon,   and  common 
waterfowl.     Trumpeter  swans  use  the  major  saltwater  inlets  and 

freshwater  lakes  as  resting  areas  during  their  migrations. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 
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(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designations   (LUD's)   2,   3,   and  4.  The 
LUD  2  area  (63,118  acres)   takes  in  all  of  the  Naha  River  drainage.  This 
area  is  to  be  managed  in  its  roadless  condition  except  that  wildlife 
habitat  improvement  and  fish  habitat  improvement  are  allowed.     This  area  is 
one  of  the  "moratorium"  areas.     The  LUD  3  portion  (13,860  acres)   takes  in 
the  northern  part  of  this  roadless  area  around  Orchard  Lake,   and  the 
headwaters  of  Traitors  River.     The  management  emphasis  is  for  a  combinacion 
of  compatible  and  complementary  uses.     The  LUD  4   (86,393)  portion  includes 
Che  head  of  Neets  Creek,   and  the  Carroll  Creek  and  Orchard  Creek  areas. 
These  areas  are  managed  emphasizing  timber  and  other  commodity  uses. 

The  Naha  River  drainage  is  managed  for  recreation  use.  It  includes  a  boat 
dock,  a  small  boat  tram,  the  Naha  Trail  (which  is  designated  as  a  National 
Recreation  Trail),  and  six  recreation  use  cabins.  There  is  one  recreation 
use  cabin  at  the  east  end  of  Orchard  Lake. 

Timber  harvest  activity  has  occurred  in  the  Gedney  Pass,  Neets  Creek,  and 
Traitors  River  areas  during  the  1970' s.     It  is  this  activity  that  now  forms 
the  northwest  boundary  of  this  roadless  area.     There  are  no  plans  for 
timber  harvest  within  this  roadless  area  within  the  next  five  years. 

There  is  a  long  range  plan  to  connect  the  city  of  Ketchikan  with  Wrangeil 
by  highway.  This  route  would  pass  through  the  east  side  of  this  roadless 
area . 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  North  Revilla  Roadless  Area  is 
part  of  the  Coastal  Hills  character  type  which  is  characterized  by 
moderately  steep  landf orms ,  predominantly  rounded  summits,   elevations  up  co 
4,500  feet  and  flat- floored ,  U-shaped  valleys.     Much  of  this  areas' 
landscape  is  quite  typical  of  this  character  type.     The  more  rugged, 
diverse  terrain  is  at  the  northern  end  in  the  Orchard  and  upper  Carroll 
Creek  valleys.     The  Naha  River  drainage  at  the  southern  end  exhibits  more 
subdued  landscapes. 

About  14  percent  of  the  area  is  inventoried  as  a  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type) . 
The  rest  is  rated  a  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  characteristics  common  in 
the  character  type).     The  class  A  landscapes  are  found  in  the  Orchard  Creek 
drainage.     The  main  valley  possesses  steep,   rock-faced  walls,  with  distinct 
vegetative  diversity,  while  the  main  channel  of  this  creek  also  contains 
many  diverse  landscape  features. 

About  84  percent  of  the  area  is  in  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVC) 
where  the  natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity.  The 
rest  of  the  area  is  in  an  EVC  Type  III,   IV,  or  V,  where  the  landscape  has 
been  moderately  to  heavily  altered  by  past  logging  activity.     These  latter 
areas  primarily  around  the  headwaters  of  Neets  Creek  and  Traitors  River. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences) :  The  southern  boundary  of  this 
roadless  area  coincides  with  the  boundary  of  the  Revilla  Roadless  Area. 

The  east  boundary  is  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument.     The  north  boundary  is 
Behm  Canal  and  the  northwest  boundary  is  the  harvest  areas   in  the  Gedney 
Pass  and  Traitors  Cove  areas. 
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(9)     Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  main  attraction  of 
this  area  is  the  excellent  steelhead  fishing  and  beauty  of  the  Naha  River. 
The  recreation  use  cabins  are  very  popular.     The  close  proximity  of  the 
Naha  River  system  to  Ketchikan  makes  this-  a  very  popular  day-use  area  for 
people  living  in  Ketchikan.     The  North  Revilla  Roadless  Area  contains  21 
inventoried  recreation  places  containing  52,539  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  can  easily  be 
managed  in  its  roadless  condition,   and  as  a  roadless  area,    its  boundaries 
will  not  be  difficult  to  control.     Orton  Ranch  (six  acres),    Che  Heckmen 
Lake  fish  hatchery  (four  acres),   and  the  Loring  townsite  (200  acres)  are 
private  inholdings ,  but  do  not  significantly  impact  the  manageability  of 
this  area  as  roadless . 

The  long-range  plan  to  connect  Ketchikan  with  Wrangell  by  highway  would 
reduce  the  size  of  this  roadless  area;  probably  the  eastern  one- third  of 
the  area  would  be  affected  by  this  proposal. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  consists  of  a  number  of  east-west 
drainages  that  originate  from  the  ridge  line  forming  the  western  boundary 
of  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument.     The  other  boundaries  are  either 
saltwater  or  major  ridge  lines  that  also  bring  a  sense  that  all  of  the 
drainages  making  up  this  roadless  area  are  tied  together  in  a  single  land 
unit . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  opportunity  for  solitude  within 
certain  parts  of  the  area.     A  person  is  likely  to  encounter  several  other 
people  when  within  the  Naha  River  drainage.     The  youth  groups  staying  at 
the  Orten  Ranch  often  recreate  in  this  roadless  area.     The  six  recreation 
use  cabins  in  the  Naha  River  drainage  are  very  popular.  Frequent 
floatplane  landings  bring  people  to  and  from  these  cabins.     The  other 
drainages  within  this  roadless  area  offer  complete  solitude  with  little 
chance  of  seeing  other  individuals. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     There  are  outstanding 
opportunities  for  primitive  or  near-primitive  recreation  experiences  due  Co 
the  many  recreation  and  scenic  attractions  and  the  remoteness  of  these 
attractions.     Most  of  the  area  offers  these  primitive  opportunities  excepc 
portions  of  the  Naha  River  area  where  periodic  contacts  with  other  parties 
or  individuals  may  detract  somewhat  from  this  primitive  experience. 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  I  (PI) 
Primitive  II  (P2) 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM) 
Roaded  Modified  (RM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 
Rural  (R) 


70,752 
23,291 
43,657 
3,060 
22,151 


680 
160 
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The  area  contains  21  inventoried  recreation  places. 


ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES        TOTAL  ACRES        CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

PI  3  ■            '25,126  2,358 

P2  5  19,560  12,157 

SPNM  2  4,671  2,340 

SPM  1  1,440  3,120 

RM  9  1,582  3,369 

R  1  160  2,340 


(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     This  roadless  area  will  continue  to 
receive  significant  recreation  use.     It  has  potential,   and  a  probable 
need,   for  additional  trails.     While  there  is  potential  for  additional 
recreation  use  cabins  it  may  not  be  desirable  to  add  more  in  order  to 
preserve  the  present  recreation  experience  within  the  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     There  is  some  potential  for  fish  habitat 
improvement  on  streams  within  the  area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  long-range  plans  to  accomplish 
habitat  improvement  project  work  within  this  roadless  area.     There  is 
some  hunting  and  trapping  within  the  area  but,   in  general,   the  terrain 
is  too  rough  for  quality  sports  hunting. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  61,763  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  53,480  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  6,244  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  no  special  use  authorizations 
within  the  roadless  area  boundary.     A  potential  road  corridor 
connecting  Ketchikan  with  the  Canadian  highway  system,  by  way  of  che 
Bradfield  River,  passes  through  the  eastern  part  of  this  roadless 
area. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  no  mining  claims  located  within  this 
roadless  area  and  the  potential  for  mineral  development  is  considered 
to  be  low. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)     The  long-term  management  intent  for  the  North  Revilla  Roadless 
Area  is  to  manage  the  Naha  River  drainage  in  its  roadless  condition 
with  considerable  emphasis  on  supporting  the  dispersed  and  developed 
(cabin)  recreation  use  of  this  area.     The  northern  part  of  this 
roadless  area  has  some  timber  management  capability,   although  there 
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are  no  plans  at  this  time  Co  extend  timber  harvesting  into  the 
unroaded  areas . 

An  important  management  consideration  is  the  potential  route  for  a 
road  link  to  Canada  from  Ketchikan.     While  no  specific  route  has  been 
identified,   any  future  road  link  must  be  through  the  North  Revilla 
Roadless  Area  and  the  Revilla  Roadless  Area  (524) . 


(b)  Fire:     -The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic   tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     There  is  a  total  of  about  200  acres  of  private 
inholdings .     These  are  the  Loring  townsite,  Orten  Ranch,   and  the 
Heckmen  Lake  fish  hatchery. 

Relationship  To  CoouDunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
one  part  of  a  much  larger  contiguous  unroaded  land  mass.     These  other  areas 
are : 

Misty  Fiords  National  Monument  (Revillagigedo  Is)  250,000  acres 
Revilla  Roadless  Area  (524)  138.393  acres 

South  Revilla  Roadless-  Area  (523)  69,998  acres 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Connminity  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  200  280 

Ketchikan     (Pop.   12,705)  10  25 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  Naha  River  drainage  has  been  identified  as 
a  "moratorium"  area  and  proposed  as  Wilderness   in  legislative 
initiatives . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  significant  local  use 
for  subsistence  and  recreation  activity. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     NeeCs   (527)  ACRES   (GROSS):     6,315  ACRES   (NFS):  6,315 

GEOZONE:  K04 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNES.S  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  22 

a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  Co  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays   the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Hassler  735  22 

736  Not  Rated 

(2)  History:     This  roadless  area  is  an  isolated  unroaded  and  unlogged  area 
surrounded  by  extensive  timber  harvest.     There  has  been  no  evidence  of 
prehistoric  or  historic  human  use  of  this  area. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  the  larid  area  separating 
Neets  Bay  from  Gedney  Pass.     Access  is  by  boat  or  floatplane  to  Neets  Bay 
or  Gedney  Pass  and  then  hiking  the  road  system  to  the  area  boundary. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  moderate  to 
rugged  terrain.     The  highest  elevation  is  about  3,000  feet.     This  roadless 
area  has  no  saltwater  shoreline. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  characterized  by  subdued 
rolling  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
subalpine  and  alpine  components  of  the  temperate  rain  forest.  The 
forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and  Sitka  spruce  with  large 
components  of  cedar. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation. 
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There  are  approximately  5,914  acres  of  forest  land  of  which  3,649 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land  3,047 
acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  521  acres  are  riparian  old 
growth . 

(b)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,    low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(c)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
racings  describe,  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries.     VCU  735  rated  as  high  value  for  estuary  habitat. 

(d)  Wildlife  Resource:     Sitka  black-tailed  deer,   black  bear, 
pcannigan  and  other  species  of  small  mammals  and  birds  are  found  in 
the  area. 

(e)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  the  area  to  Land  Use  Designations  (LUD's)   3  and  4.     The  LUD  3 
area  (1,484  acres)   is  to  be  managed  for  a  variety  of  complementary  resource 
uses,   and  the  emphasis  for  the  LUD  4  area  (4,832  acres)   is  primarily  for 
commodity  or  market  resources. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  is  part  of  the  Coastal 
Hills  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep  landforms , 
predominantly  rounded  summits,  elevations  ranging  up  to  4,500  feet,  and. 

f lat - floored ,   U-shaped  valleys.     A  variety  of  island  groups  are  also 
common . 

The  entire  area  is  inventoried  as  a  Variety  Class  B  landscape  (possessing 
landscape  characteristics  that  are  common  for  the  character  type).  There 
are  no  outstanding  scenic  features  in  this  area.     It  consists  only  of  a 
moderately  steep,  uniform,   timbered  slope  and  ridge  top. 

Only  19  percent  of  this  area  is  in  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  (EVO  . 
Due  to  the  extensive  logging  surrounding  this  roadless  area,   almost  the 
entire  remaining  area  is  in  EVC  Type  IV  or  V,  where  the  landscape  has  been 
moderately  to  heavily  modified. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     This  area  is  surrounded  by  timber 
harvest  areas.     Logging  did  not  extend  into  this  roadless  area  because  of 
its  low  quality  timber. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     There  are  no  known 
features  or  attractions  on  the  area  that  are  of  special  interest.     The  area 
contains  one  inventoried  recreation  place  totalling  60  acres. 
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b.  Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Due  to  its  small  size, 
lack  of  natural  boundaries,   and  the  influence  of  surrounding  timber 
harvest,    future  management  as  roadless  area  or  Wilderness  would  be 
difficult . 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  physically  unaltered,  but  the 
proximity  and  visibility  of  extensive  logging  negatively  affects  the 
natural  integrity  of  the  area. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Extensive  logging  and  reading  are  occurring 
near  the  area;   there  is  some  opportunity  for  solitude  except  when  logging 
is  taking  place. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Due  to  the  small  size  of  the 
area,   the  proximity  of  past  and  future  logging,  and  the  lack  of  scenic  and 
recreation  attractions,   this  area  does  not  have  much  opportunity  for 
primitive  recreation. 

I 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Semi -Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  4,110 
Semi -Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  40 
Roaded  Modified  (RM)  2,105 

The  area  contains  one  inventoried  recreation  place 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES        TOTAL  ACRES        CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

RM  1  60  425 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

c.  Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     No  potential  exists  for  the  development  of 
recreation  facilities.     Future  use  is  likely  to  be  primarily  for 
occasional  deer  hunting. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  None. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  is  no  potential  need  to  manage  the 
habitat  conditions  within  this  area;  the  area  provides  Sitka 
black- tailed  deer  habitat  of  moderate  quality. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  2,667  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  2,185  acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  401  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 


(e)     Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 
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(f)  Minerals:  None. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 
(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  This  area  does  not  have  the  resource  conditions  or  use  potential 
to  warrant  the  development  of  specific  management  plans. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     All  National  Forest  System  land. 

d.  Relationship  To  Connnunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
isolated  from  the  North  Revilla  Roadless  Area  by  roaded/timber  harvest 
area. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau        (Pop.   23,729)  200  280 

Ketchikan  (Pop.   12,705)  60  75 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  insignificant  use  bv 
the  local  users/residents. 

e.  Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Cleveland  (528)  ACRES  (GROSS):     201,985  ACRES   (NFS):  193,473 

GEOZONE:  K05 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


a .  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Meyers  Chuck 

708 

22 

Union  Bay 

709 

25 

Cannery  Creek 

710 

22 

Niblack 

711 

23 

Rainbow 

712 

23 

Caaraano 

713 

22 

Bond 

714 

21 

Smugglers 

715 

23 

Helm  Bay 

716 

24 

Granite  Creek 

717 

23 

Vixen  Lake 

718 

23 

Port  Stewart 

719 

24 

Vixen  Inlet 

720 

25 

Emerald 

721 

22 

Spacious 

722 

24 

Heckman 

723 

22 

(2)     History:     The  early  settler  history  centers  on  the  fishing  industry. 
The  community  of  Meyers  Chuck  was  founded  as  a  base  for  the  fishing  fleet 
and  a  cannery.     Other  cannery  sites  were  located  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Cleveland  Peninsula.     A  fox  farm  was  located  on  Square  Island  within 
Spacious  Bay.     During  the  same  period  there  was  exploration  for  valuable 
minerals  resulting  in  several  patented  claims. 

There  is  one  Native  land  selection  on  the  southwest  coast  and  the  State 
selected  land  in  the  Spacious  Bay  area. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/     Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  c 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  SITUATION     -     January'  31,  1990 


C-671 


(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  on  Che  southern  end  of 
Cleveland  Peninsula.     Access  is  by  boat  or  floatplane  through  the  major 
bays.     This  part  of  the  peninsula  is  the  major  land  mass  between 
Revillagigedo  Island  and  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     This  roadless  area  is  located  on  the 
mainland,   and  is  characterized  by  a  combination  of  gently  rolling 
topography  to  moderately  rugged  mountains.     Elevations  range  from  sea  level 
to  just  over  3,000  feet.     Many  of  the  drainages  are  broad,    flat  areas. 
There  are  a  number  of  streams  and  lakes  within  the  area. 

There  are  157  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater.  Approximately  600  acres  are 
alpine  tundra  and  4,383  acres  .are  classified  as  muskeg. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:  The  area  is  in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.  This  province  is  generally  characterized  by 
rolling  topography  and  extensive  muskeg  areas. 

(b)  Vegetation:     This  area  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  a  large  cedar  component.     There  are  numerous 
interspersed  areas  of  the  muskeg  and  alpine  vegetative  types . 

There  are  approximately  182,913  acres  of  forested  land  of  which 
101,438  acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest 
land,   85,537  acres  are  non- riparian  old  growth  and  13,522  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)   and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  716,   718,   720,   and  722  are  rated  as  high  value  for  commercial 
fish.     VCU's  708,   715,   716,   717,   and  720  are  rated  as  high  value 
estuary  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  a  high  population  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,  black  bear,   otter,  marten,  mink,   loons,   and  common 
waterfowl.     There  is  also  a  small  population  of  brown  bear  which  is 
estimated  to  be  less  than  10  individuals.     Trumpeter  swan  use  the 
major  saltwater  inlets  and  freshwater  lakes  as  resting  areas  during 
their  migrations. 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 
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(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designations   (LUD's)   3  and  4.     The  LUD  3 
includes  the  Helm  Bay  area  and  50,927  acres  of  the  southern  portion  of  this 
roadless  area.     The  management  emphasis  in  this  portion  is  to  manage  for  a 
mix  of  commodity  and  amenity  values.     The  LUD  4  area  includes  142,206  acres 
in  the  northern  two- thirds  of  the  roadless  area.     The  management  emphasis 
for  LUD  4  is  to  manage  for  commodity  and  market  resource  values. 

Most  of  the  Cleveland  Roadless  Area  is  included  within  the  contingency  area 
for  the  Ketchikan  Pulp  Company  (KPC)  Long- terra  Timber  Sale.  Currently, 
there  is  an  environmental  impact  statement  in  preparation  for  the  KPC 
Long-terin  Timber  Sale  to  analyze  the  effects  of  implementing  a  variety  of 
management  activities,  .including  timber  harvest.     The  current  management 
emphasis  is  on  the  recreation  use  and  fish  habitat  potential  of  the  area. 
Three  recreation  use  cabins,  a  special  use  right-of-way  for  a  waterline  and 
a  powerline,  an  electronics  site,  and  Coast  Guard  permits  for  aids  to 
navigation  are  administered  in  this  area. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  area  is  part  of  the  Coastal 
Hills  character  type,  which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep  landforms . 
predominantly  rounded  summits,   elevations  up  to  4,500  feet,  and 

flat- floored ,  U-shaped  valleys.     This  roadless  area  is  very  representative 
of  this  character  type,  particularly  because  of  the  rolling,  but  steep 
terrain  and  wide  valleys.     A  few  areas  possess  more  distinctive,  rugged 
terrain . 

Most  of  this  area  is  rated  a  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  a  degree  of 
landscape  diversity  that  is  common  to  the  character  type) .     About  six 
percent  of  the  area  is  rated  as  Variety  Class  A.     These  more  scenic 
landscapes  are  found  in  the  rugged  terrain  around  Rainbow  Lake ,   and  in  che 
area  around  Mount  Burnett  and  Vixen  Harbor. 

The  entire  Cleveland  Roadless  Area,   except  for  the  village  of  Meyers  Chuck, 
is  rated  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition,  where  the  landscape  has 
remained  essentially  unaltered  by  human  activity.     The  only  development  in 
the  area  is  a  few  scattered  small  structures  that  exist  for  various  uses . 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     There  are  few  external  influences 
in  this  roadless  area.     The  most  significant  influence  is  a  Ketchikan  Pulp 
Company-owned  parcel  of  land  in  the  center  of  the  roadless  area,  which  KPC 
plans  to  log.     Logging  will  require  a  road  across  the  Forest  to  saltwater. 
There  is  also  the  Native  -  selected  land  on  the  southwest  coast  that  will 
likely  be  logged  in  the  future.     The  settlement  of  Meyers  Chuck  is  now  on 
State-owned  land.     Residents  and  visitors  of  Meyers  Chuck  venture  into  che 
roadless  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  main  attraction  to 
the  area  is  the  outstanding  saltwater  fishing  in  the  major  bays.  Other 
areas  of  special  interest  are  the  large  tidal  flats  at  the  ends  of  the 
bays,   and  the  upland  lakes  between  Helm  Bay  and  Clarence  Strait.     The  area 
contains  28  inventoried  recreation  places  totaling  102,333  acres. 
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b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  and  its 
boundaries  can  easily  be  managed  for  roadless  objectives. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  unmodified  and  is  not  fragmented  by 
land  ownership  or  land  use  patterns.     Because  it  is  surrounded  by  large 
saltwater  passages  or  other  large  roadless  areas,    it  has  a  high  degree  of 
natural  integrity. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  excellent  opportunity  for  solitud 
in  all  parts  of  the  area.     Except  for  the  Helm  Bay  area,   a  person  is  not 
likely  to  encounter  other  people  when  boating,  hiking  or  camping  within 
this  roadless  area. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:  Except  around  the  southwestern 
end  of  the  peninsula  and  the  shores  around  Helm  Bay,  this  area  offers  many 
primitive  recreation  opportunities. 


ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I  (PI)  97,883 

Primitive  II  (P2)  41,571 

Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  80 

Semi-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  15,969 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  2.744 

Rural  (R)                                              ..  760 

The  area  contains  28  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD 

PI  10  62,319  15,080 

P2  8  21.701  12,090 

SPM  6  14.650  18,460 

RN  1  2.744  1,560 

R  2  761  6,240 


(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,   Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  unique  or  special  features  within  this  roadless  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  long-term  recreation  potential  of  the 
area  centers  on  continued  management  of  the  cabin  system  and 
additional  trails  for  dispersed  recreation  activity. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     There  is  considerable  potential  for  fish  habitat 
improvement  and  fish  pass  construction  on  the  several  streams   in  the 
area,   however,   no  projects  are  programmed  at  this  time. 
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(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     Although  some  hunting  and  trapping  do  occur 
within  the  area,    there  are  no  long-range  plans  for  habitat  improvement 
proj  ects  . 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  83,219  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  12,641  acres  of 
riparian  old  growth,   and  68,837  acres  of  non- riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  are  rights-of-way  for  a  waterline 
and  a  powerline,   a  permitted  residence  on  Square  Island,  an 
electronics  site,   and  several  Coast  Guard  reservations  for  navigation 
aids . 

(f)  Minerals:     There  are  several  located  and  patented  claims  within 
this  roadless  area  and  moderate  potential  for  mineral  development. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)     Management  Considerations  j 

(a)  The  entire  area  has  been  managed  in  a  roadless  condition. 
Currently,  an  environmental  impact  statement  is  being  prepared 
analyzing  the  effects  of  several  management  alternatives  for  the  LUD  4 
lands  within  this  roadless  area.     Alternatives  include  road 
construction  and  timber  harvest. 

Active  management  to  date  has  centered  upon  recreation  use ,  fish 
habitat  improvement  projects,   and  the  administration  of  special  uses 
and  mineral  related  activities. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(d)  Land  Status:     There  are  no  Native  land  selections  within  the  are.T 
boundary.     The  State  has  selected  3365  acres  within  Spacious  Bay.  The 
Ketchikan  Pulp  Company  own  160  acres  located  in  the  Granite  Creek 
drainage . 

d.     Relationship  To  Coimnunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  North  Cleveland 
Roadless  Area  (529)  adjoins  this  areas'  northern  boundary. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705) 
Juneau  (Pop  23,729) 


25 
200 


30 
250 
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,3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:  This  roadless  area  is  not  included  within  the 
identified  moratorium  areas  or  proposed  in  any  Wilderness  legislative 
initiative . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  significant  local  use 
for  subsistence  and  recreation  activity. 

e .      Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:  North  Cleveland  (529)  ACRES  (GROSS):  114,178  ACRES  (NFS):  114,158 
GEOZONE:  K12 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Central  Interior  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


a.  Description 

(I)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,  acres,  original  WARS  2/  rating,  and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Yes  Bay  724  25 

Snipe  725  23 

Bailey  726  .  '  23 

Reflection  727  23 

Short  Bay  728  23 

Anchor  729  22 

Bell  731  22 

Hassler  735  22 


(2)  History:     The  interior  of  this  area  has  seen  little  influence  of  human 
activity.     Some  coastal  locations  were  occupied  by  prehistoric  and  historic 
Native  cultures.     Several  of  the  bays  and  islands  have  been  used  by  earlv 
commercial  fishing  interests  and,   in  recent  times,   commercial  recreation 
(lodges  on  Bell  Island  and  in  Yes  Bay)  and  individual  recreation  users. 
These  land  uses  are  closely  tied  to  the  excellent  salmon  fishing  in  the 
adjacent  saltwater  and  streams. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  is  located  north  of  Revillagigedo 
Island.     It  includes  land  area  on  Cleveland  Peninsula,  an  extension  of  the 
mainland,  and  the  islands  in  Behra  Canal. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  very  rugged 
Cerrain.     The  steep  mountain  slopes  cause  deeply  incised  drainages.  There 
are  large  lakes  at  the  headwaters  of  the  larger  streams ,   and  numerous 
smaller  lakes  in  most  drainages.     There  are  a  few  small  glaciers. 
Elevations  range  from  sea  level  to  4,000  feet.     The  major  islands   in  Behm  ■ 
Canal  are  less  rugged  than  the  mainland,   but  are  characterized  by  steep 
slopes  starting  at  saltwater  and  ranging  to  3,000  feet. 

There  are  93  miles  of  shoreline  on  saltwater,  5,200  acres  of  alpine  tundra, 
and  6,800  acres  of  rock. 

(5)  EcosysCem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  in  the  Central  Interior  Islands 
Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  characterized  by  subdued 
rolling  topography. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar.     There  are  numerous 
interspersed  areas  of  the  muskeg  and  alpine  vegetative  types. 

There  are  approximately  91,799  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  50,720 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
46,114  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  4,103  acres  riparian  old 
growth.     There  are  300  acres  of  muskeg. 

(b)  Soil{^:     Soils  are  highly  organic,  have  low  clay  content,  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock,   and  are  typically  about  40  inches  deep. 

(c)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish  are  724,   726,   727,   728,  and 
731. 

VCU's  724,   727,   and  728  are  rated  as  high  value  for  commercial  fish. 
VCU  735  is  rated  as  high  value  estuary  habitat. 

(d)  Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  habitat  for  deer,  bear,  otter, 
marten,  mink,   loon,  and  common  waterfowl.     Trumpeter  swan  use  the 
major  saltwater  inlets  and  freshwater  lakes  as  resting  areas  during 
their  migrations. 

(e)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocates  the  area  to  Land  Use  Designations   (LUD's)   2  and  3.     The  LUD  2 
area  (107,081  acres)   takes  in  all  of  the  mainland  portion.     This  area  is  to 
be  managed  in  its  roadless  condition  with  wildlife  and  fish  habitat 
improvements  allowed.     The  LUD  3  area  (6,295  acres)   contains  the  island 
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part  of  this  roadless  area.     The  management  emphasis  is   to  manage  for  a 
combination  of  compatible  and  complementary  uses. 

Most  of  the  current  use  is  recreation  along  the  coast  and  bay  areas.  There 
are  five  recreation  use  cabins  within  the  area  and  trails  to  lakes  in  the 
Yes  Bay  and  Short  Bay  areas.     Private  lodges  at  Yes  Bay  and  on  Bell  Island, 
cater  to  sport  fishing  but  clients  also  use  the  hiking  trails. 

The  current  management  emphasis  of  the  North  Cleveland  Roadless  Area  is  on 
the  recreation  use  and  fish  habitat  potential. 

(7)  Appearance   (Apparent  Naturalness):     Most  of  this  roadless  area  is  pare 
of  the  Coast  Range  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  large  massive 
landforms  that  commonly  rise  to  elevations  of  about  7,000  feet,  steep 
slopes  or  rock  cliffs  that  plunge  to  saltwater,  and  deep,   narrow  saltwater 
fiords  Chat  protrude  into  this  land  mass.     Mountain  ridges  are  generally 
rounded  with  scattered  jagged  peaks  rising  above  the  surrounding  rounded 
ridge  tops.     This  area  does  not  have  the  massive  landforms  with  the  high 
elevations  that  are  found  through  much  of  the  Coast  Range  character  type, 
however,   it  possesses  a  high  degree  of  diversity  due  to  the  variety  of  lake 
basins  of  all  sizes,  stream  features,   rock  features  and  vegetative 
patterns . 

About  41  percent  of  the  area  is  inventoried  as  a  Variety  Class  A 
(possessing  landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type). 
The  rest  is  rated  as  a  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape 
characteristics  that  are  common  for  the  character  type) . 

AbcSfit  99  percent  of  the  this  roadless  area  is  in  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual 
Condition  (where  the  natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human 
activity) .     Only  Hassler  Island  has  been  modified  by  development 
activities.     This  is  primarily  from  KPC  Long-term  Sale  harvest  completed  in 
the  last  10-15  years. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     The  east  boundary  coincides  with 
that  of  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument.     This  roadless  area  is  part  of  a 
much  larger  contiguous  unroaded  land  mass  consisting  of  Misty  Fiords 
National  Monument-Wilderness  and  the  Cleveland  Roadless  Area. 

The  private  lands  at  Yes  Bay  and  Bell  Island  do  not  exert  a  strong 
influence  upon  this  roadless  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  main  attraction  of 
this  area  is  its  remoteness  and  outstanding  scenery.     Excellent  freshwater 
fishing  also  attracts  people  to  the  area.     The  area  contains  15  inventoried 
recreation  places  totaling  45,184  acres.     The  hot  springs  at  Lake  Shelokum 
are  of  special  interest. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  and  its 
boundaries  can  easily  be  managed  for  roadless  objectives. 
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(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  has  outstanding  natural  integrity.  The 
boundaries  all  conform  with  natural  terrain  features.     The  physical 
features  all  tie  together  into  one  homogeneous  unit.     Large  roadless  areas 
are  adjacent  to  most  boundaries. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     All  parts  of  the  area  exhibit  an  excellenC 
opportunity  for  solitude.     A  person  is  not  likely  to  encounter  other  people 
when  camping  in  and  using  this  roadless  area  except  possibly  on  the  Lake 
McDonald,   Shelokum  Lake,   or  Reflection  Lake  trails. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Due  to  the  vastness  of  the 
area,    the  high  scenic  quality,    the  abundance  of  saltwater  and  upland  lake 
recreation  attractions,   and  many  trail  opportunities,    this  area  has 
outstanding  opportunity  for  primitive  recreation. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I  (PI)  53,469 

Primitive  II  (P2)  55,160 

Semi -Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  3,044 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  642 

Rural  (R)  682 

The  area  contains  15  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES        TOTAL  ACRES        CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

m 

PI                                   1                        4,883  1,560 

P2                                 12                      36,575  20,554 

SPM                                   I                         3,044  9,120 

R                                     1                            682  7,571 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):     The  hoc 
springs  at  Lake  Shelokum  and  the  small  glaciers  are  special  features  of  the 
area . 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 
(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  long-term  recreation  potential  of  the 
area  centers  on  continued  management  of  the  cabin  system,  additional 
trails  for  dispersed  recreation  activity,   and  the  possible  developmenc 
of  the  Lake  Shelokum  Hot  Springs.     There  is  some  potential  for 
additional  mooring  buoys  in  the  popular  bays.     The  bay  areas  have 
potential  for  fishing  lodges. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     There  is  considerable  potential  for  fish  habitac 
improvement  and  fish  pass  construction  on  several  streams. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     No  long-range  habitat  improvement  projects 
are  planned  within  this  roadless  area.  Some  hunting  and  trapping 
occur  in  the  area  but,   in  general,   the  terrain  is  too  rough  for 
quality  sports  hunting. 
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(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  43,469  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  39,223-acres  of 
non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,505  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     There  is  an  electronics  site  at  Syble 
Point  and  several  lighthouse  or  navigational  aid  reserves.     There  are 
numerous  proposals  for  recreation  special  uses  on  Bell  Island. 

(f)  Minerals:  No  raining  claims  are  located  within  this  roadless  area 
and  there  is  low  potential  for  mineral  development. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     Bailey  Bay  Hot  Springs  has  been 
identified  as  a  potential  Research  Natural  Area. 

(2)    Management  Considerations 

(a)  All  of  the  area  has  been  managed  in  a  roadless  condition,   this  is 
expected  to  be  the  continued  emphasis.     Although  the  LUD  3  area  is 
within  the  KPC  Long- terra  Sale  Area,   the  1989-1994  Operating  Plan  does 
not  include  timber  harvest  in  the  North  Cleveland  Roadless  Area. 

A  potential  road  corridor  which  could  link  Ketchikan  with  the  Canadian 
Highway  system  by  way  of  the  Bradfieid  River  passes  through  the 
roadless  area. 

(b)  Wildlife:     There  are  no  plans  for  fish  or  wildlife  habitat 
improvement  projects  within  the  area. 

(c)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(d)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(e)  Land  Status:  There  are  two  small  parcels  of  private  land  located 
in  Yes  Bay  and  on  Bell  Island. 

d.     Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  roadless  area  is 
part  of  a  larger  contiguous  unroaded  land  mass  consisting  of  Misty  Fiords 
National  Monument,  Cleveland  Roadless  Area  and 


NOTE:  Stikines  to  be  added 


(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 


Community 


Air  Miles 


Water  Miles 


Ketchikan  (Pop.  12,705) 
Juneau  (Pop.  23,729 


10 

200 


25 

300 
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(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     This  roadless  area  is  not  incLuded  within  the 
identified  "moratorium"  areas  or  proposed  in  any  Wilderness 
legislative  initiative. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     The  area  receives  significant  local  use 
for  subsistence  and  recreation  activity. 

e.     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     HYDER  (530)  ACRES   (GROSS):     129,585  ACRES   (NFS):  128,585 

GEOZONE:  KOI 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,  original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No,  WARS  Rating  Comments 

Texas  Creek  804  22 

Thumb  805  22 

Hyder  806  24 

Soule  807  24 


(2)     History:     The  area  has  a  rich  history  of  raining  activity.     It  is  for 
this  reason  that  this  roadless  area  was  not  made  a  part  of  Misty  Fiords 
National  Monument. 


(3)     Location  and  Access:     The  area  lies  east  of  Misty  Fiords  National 
Monument  and  west  of  the  Canadian  border  and  Hyder,  Alaska.     Access   is  by 
foot  or  helicopter.     Due  the  lack  of  lakes  large  enough  to  accommodate 
them,   floatplanes  cannot  land  in  the  area. 


(4)     Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  extremely  rugged  and  rises  from 
saltwater  to  elevations  over  7,000  feet.     Glaciers  cover  large  parts  of  the 
the  area.     Several  medium-sized  rivers  flow  through  the  area  or  originate 
within  it.     There  are  approximately  8,000  acres  of  alpine,   28,000  acres  of 
snow  and  ice,   and  37,000  acres  of  rock.     There  are  15  miles  of  shoreline  on 
saltwater . 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nation-wide  system  used 
to  rate  the  wildeimess  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) , 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  in  the  Coast  Range  geographic 
province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized  as  a  core  of 
massive  angular  mountains  capped  with  ice  fields  at  high  elevations 
along  the  Canadian  Border,   with  somewhat  lower  mountains,  deeply 
incised  valleys  and  glacier-fed  streams  closer  to  Che  coast.  This 
roadless  area  is  primarily  characterized  by  the  former. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  elevations  above  2.500 
feet.     Below  that  elevation  the  steep  mountainsides  are  heavily  marked 
with  snow  and  landslide  paths  which  are  typically  covered  with  grass, 
alder,   and  brush.     Cottonwood  trees  may  be  occasionally  found  along 
valley  bottoms  and  floodplains. 

There  are  33,867  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  16,523  acres  are 
commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land,   13,743  acres 
are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  2,100  are  riparian  old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     The  soils  are  moderately-deep  loam  with  inclusions  of 
glacial  till  and  moraine  deposits. 

t 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  804  and  805  are  rated  high  value  for  commercial  and  sport  fish 
and  VCU's  806  and  807  high  for  estuary  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     A  small  population  of  mountain  goat  range 
over  the  area,   as  do  black  and  brown  bear  and  a  small  population  of 
moose . 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     Two  drainages   (67,710  acres)   in  the  area 
were  allocated  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)  2  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan.     This  designation  generally  excludes  timber  harvest  and 
roads.     They  are  managed  for  roadless  recreation.     The  other  two  drainages 
were  allocated  to  LUD  3  (33,247  acres)  and  LUD  4  (27,608  acres)  which 
allows  road  construction  and  timber  harvest. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  Hyder  Roadless  Area  is  part  of 
the  Coast  Range  character  type,  which  is  characterized  by  large,  massive 
landforras  with  upland  elevations  averaging  5,000  to  7,000  feet  dissected  by 
steep-walled  U-shaped  valleys.     Though  ridges  are  generally  rounded,  sharp, 
jagged  peaks  occasionally  rise  up  to  9,000  feet.     On  the  west  side  of  this 
character  type,  narrow  saltwater  fiords  often  bounded  by  steep  rock  faces 
protrude  into  the  terrain.     Glaciers  and  ice  fields  are  prominent   in  the 
interior  of  this  character  type.     This  roadless  area  is  generally 
representative  of  the  interior  portions  of  this  character  type. 
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The  entire  area  is  inventoried  as  a  Variety  Class  B  (possessing 
characteristics  that  are  common  to  the  character  type) . 

The  entire  area  is  inventoried  as  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition. 
Except  for  scattered  evidence  of  past  mining  activity,    the  landscape  has 
remained  unaltered  by  human  activity. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     This  area  is  contiguous  to  Misty 
Fiords  National  Monument.     Helicopters  associated  with  mining  operations  in 
Canada  fly  over  and  near  the  area.     Aircraft  flying  to  and  from  Hyder  fly 
over  and  near  the  area,   and  may  cause  temporary  distractions  to  visitors. 
Otherwise,   this  area  is  surrounded  by  extremely  remote  areas. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,   the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the 
processes  which  formed  this  landscape  are  all  attractions.     The  opportunity 
to  view  glaciers,   and  the  vast  expanse  of  the  Salmon  River  Valley  are 
special  features  of  the  area.     There  are  seven  inventoried  recreation 
places  in  this  roadless  area  totaling  46,172  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Matiageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:  The  Hyder  Roadless  Area 
is  generally  well  defined  by  topographic  features.  Feasibility  of  managing 
the  area  in  its  roadless  condition  is  excellent. 

(2)  Natural  .Integrity:     The  area  is  virtually  unmodified,   and  surrounded 
by  vast  areas  of  designated  Wilderness  and  other  undeveloped  lands  in 
Canada . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Within  the  area,   the  opportunity  for 
solitude  is  high.     Aircraft  traveling  to  and  from  Hyder  and  mining 
operations  in  Canada  at  times  may  pass  over  the  roadless  area  and  be 
observed  by  people  in  it.     Present  recreation  levels  are  low.     Generally,  n 
person  camped  or  traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     A  vast  majority  of  the  area  is 
inventoried  as  Primitive  I.  There  are  two  potential  recreation  cabins  (old 
mining  cabins)   in  the  area.     The  character  of  the  landforras  generally 
allows  the  visitor  to  feel  remote  from  sights  and  sounds  of  human 
activity.     The  area  is  accessible  by  long  hikes  over  difficult  terrain  or 
by  helicopter,-  though  clearing  an  old,   overgrown  mining  road  might  provide 
easier  access  to  a  small  part  of  the  area.     The  rough  terrain  offers  a  high 
degree  of  physical  challenge.     The  presence  of  both  black  and  brown  bears 
also  presents  a  degree  of  challenge  and  a  need  for  woods  skills  and 
experience . 


ROS  Class 


Acres 


Primitive  I  (PI) 
Primitive  II  (P2) 

Semi-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM) 
Roaded  Natural  (RN) 


89,636 
20,245 
8  ,022 
10,582 
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There  area  contains  seven  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD ' S 

PI  1  60  0 

P2  2  14,644  3,120 

SPNM  2  6,062  6,240 

RN  2  10,582  8,200 

Manv  of  these  recreation  places  are  associated  with  old  mining  roads  or 
trails  that  offer  opportunities  for  improved  recreation  trails. 

(5)     Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,   Scientific,  Cultural): 
Opportunities  to  observe  and  study  fish  and  wildlife  and  the  various  forces 
which  formed  these  mountains  are  several  of  the  attractions  of  this  area. 
Several  alpine  glaciers  can  be  viewed  in  this  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 


(I)     Resource  Potentials 


(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  potential  exists  for  additional 
outfitter  and  guide  permits,   for  development  of  additional  cabins  and 
shelters,   and  for  the  reopening  of  historic  mining  trails. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  streams  within  the  roadless  area  are  heavily 
influenced  by  glacier  melt  runoff,  preventing  any  opportunity  for  fish 
habitat  improvements  on  those  streams. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     No  wildlife  habitat  improvements  are  planned 
as  there  is  no  apparent  need. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     Approximately  11,882  acres  have  been 
inventoried  as  tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  9,802 
acres  non-riparian  old  growth  and  1,740  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 


(e)     Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 


(f)     Minerals:     The  level  of  mining  activity  in  the  area  has  elevated, 
due  partially  to  mines  reopening  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  border 
near  the  area. 


(g)     Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)     Due  to  steep  terrain  and  low  timber  volume,   the  potential  for 
managing  timber  in  this  roadless  area  is  low.     Maintenance  of  the  area 
in  a  roadless  condition  enhances  opportunity  to  manage  the  adjacent 
Misty  Fiords  National  Monument  Wilderness  and  provide  enhanced 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  for  those  capable 
of  accessing  it.     It  also  maintains  opportunities  for  wildlife,  such 
as  wolves,   bears,   and  moose,   to  move  freely  through  the  area. 


(b)     Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 
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(c)  Insects  and  Disease:   Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  known  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(d)  Land  Status:     The  State  has  selected  160  acres  of  land  at  Fish 
Creek. 

d.     Relationship  To  Connnunities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses;  The  area  is  adjacent 
Co  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument  Wilderness. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  . 


Connnunity  Air  miles  Water  miles 

Hyder  (Pop  80)  1  1 

Ketchikan  (Pop  12,705)  90  160 

Juneau        (Pop  23,729)  400  500 

Stewart,  British  Columbia  (Hyder,  Alaska)  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska 
Marine  Highway. 

(3)     Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)     Moratorium  Areas:  The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"Moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 


(b)  Local  Users/residents:  Most  of  the  area  is  used  by  local 
residents  for  trapping  and  recreation. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences : 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Nutkva  (531)  ACRES  (GROSS):     64,296  ACRES   (NFS):  59,318 

GEOZONE:  K08 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  25 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  Cable  below  displays  the  VCU  1/  ■ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,  original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 


VCU  Name 

VCU  No. 

WARS  Rating 

Comments 

672 

Not  Rated 

Hetta 

673 

26 

674 

Not  Rated 

Nutkwa 

685 

25 

Nutkwa  Creek 

686 

24 

Hassiah 

688 

25 

Kassa 

689 

25 

(2)  History:     The  Nutkwa  Roadless  Area  has  always  been  considered  a  remote 
area  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island.     The  major  sounds  and  bays  provide  bases 
for  commercial  fishing  including  anchorages,   fish  processing  facilities, 
and  fish  buying  stations.     Since  the  early  1900' s ,    there  has  been  an 
interest  in  the  mineral  resources.     As  a  result,   there  are  several  patented 
mining  claims,   and  numerous  unpatented  claims  that  are  currently  active. 

The  Nutkwa  area  is  one  of  the  Haida  Natives'   traditional  use  areas.  Prior 
to  use  by  the  Haida  culture,   there  is  evidence  that  'there  was  considerable 
prehistoric  use  of  coast  sites.     In  recent  years,   the  Natives  have  made 
land  selections  in  the  northern  part  of  this  roadless  area  and  the  State 
has  made  a  number  of  selections  scattered  over  the  entire  area. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  area  is  located  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island.     The  only  access  is  by  boat  or 
floatplane . 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II) . 
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(4)     Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  characterized  by  moderately 
rugged  topography.     The  mountain  ridges  are  separated  by  rather  broad 
drainages.     The  maximum  elevation  is  about  2,500  feet.     There  are  1,060 
acres  of  alpine,   2,441  acres  of  rock,   and  67  miles  of  shoreline  on 
saltwater.     There  are  a  number  of  large  and  small  freshwater  lakes  that 
total  1,700  surface  acres. 


(5)  Ecosystem: 

The  area  is  in  the  Southern  Outer  Island 
This  province  is  generally  characterized  by 
calized  rugged  topography. 


(a)  Classification: 

Geographic  Province, 
subdued  rolling  and  lo 


(b)  Vegetation:     Vegetation  is  typical  Southeast  Alaska  coastal 
temperate  rain  forest.     The  forest  is  primarily  western  hemlock  and 
Sitka  spruce  with  large  components  of  cedar.     There  are  about  60  acres 
of  muskeg. 

There  are  approximately  51,297  acres  of  forest  land  of  which  33,749 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
30,209  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  3,040  acres  are  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     These  highly  organic,   low  clay  content  soils  are 
generally  formed  over  bedrock  and  are  about  40  inches  deep. 


(d)     Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Flan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 


VCU's  672,  673,  and  686  rated  as  high  value  for  sport  fish,  VCU's  573, 
674,  685,  and  686  high  for  commercial  fish,  and  VCU's  685  and  686  high 
for  estuary  habitat. 


(e)     Wildlife  Resource:     This  area  has  populations  of  Sitka 
black-tailed  deer,  black  bear,   otter,  marten,  mink,   loon,   and  common 
waterfowl.     The  Big  Creek  drainage  is  considered  an  excellent  example 
of  wildlife  habitat  in  the  old-growth  forest  condition. 


(f)     Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)     Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  the  area  to  Land  Use  Designations  (LUD's)   3  and  4.     The  LUD  3 
areas  (9,904  acres)  are  located  on  the  southern  tip  and  along  the  northern 
edge  of  this  roadless  area.     The  uses  and  activities  in  these  areas  are  to 
be  managed  in  a  compatible  and  complementary  manner.     The  LUD  4  area 
(49,414  acres)   is  to  be  managed  for  its  commodity  and  market  values. 

The  area's  remoteness  causes  it  to  receive  very  little  use.     There  is  one 
recreation  use  cabin  located  in  the  northwest  corner.     Several  mineral 
claim's  are  located  in  the  northwest  corner. 
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(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  entire  area  is  part  of  the 
Coastal  Hills  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  moderately  steep 
landforms ,   elevations  reaching  4,500  feet,   and  flat- floored ,  U-shaped 
valleys.     Numerous  island  groups  are  also  common.     This  roadless  area  is 
very  representative  of  the  character  type,   exhibiting  all  the  above 
features  except  for  the  absence  of  any  significant  island  clusters. 

About  29  percent  of  the  area  is  rated  as  Variety  Class  A  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  that  is  unique  for  the  character  type).  These 
outstanding  landscapes  are  primarily  the  rugged,  high  elevations  between 
the  head  of  Nutkwa  Lagoon  and  the  West  Arm  of  Cholraondeley  Sound,   and  the 
alpine  area  around  Josephine  Lake  near  Copper  Mountain.     These  landscapes 
exhibit  a  diversity  of  rugged  alpine  terrain,   several  different  lake 
basins,   and  diverse  vegetative  patterns.     The  rest  of  the  roadless  area  is 
rated  as  a  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  landscape  features  that  are  common 
for  the  character  type) . 

The  entire  area  is  in  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  where  the  natural 
landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     This  roadless  area  is  bounded  on 
the  east  by  the  South  Prince  of  Wales  Wilderness  and  on  the  northeast  by 
the  Eudora  Roadless  Area.     The  upper  west  boundary  is  Native - selec ted  land. 
The  remaining  boundary  is  saltwater.     The  Native  land  is  currently  being 
logged  with  little,   if  any,   effect  upon  this  roadless  area. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,   the  scenery,   the  saltwater  bays  and  inlets,   and  the  opportunity 
to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the  processes  which  formed  this  country  may 
all  be  attractions.     The  extensive  canoeing  opportunity  within  the  area  is 
an  outstanding  attraction,   as  are  the  alpine  lakes  around  the  Lake 
Josephine  recreation  cabin.     The  fishing  and  solitude  of  the  area  are  also 
attractions.     The  area  contains  seven  inventoried  recreation  places 
containing  20,695  acres. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     There  are  a  few  places 
where  the  mineral  patents  may  affect  the  ability  to  manage  the  area  around 
them  in  a  roadless  condition.     Despite  this,   the  area  as  a  whole  can  be 
managed  in  the  roadless  condition  with  ease. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  mineral  patents  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
this  roadless  area  create  the  only  break  in  its  natural  and  logical 
integrity . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     Excluding  the  very  northern  fringe  where 
sights  and  sounds  of  logging  and  vehicle  traffic  may  be  evident,    the  area 
has  excellent  opportunity  for  solitude.     The  remoteness  and  difficult 
access  make  it  unlikely  that  there  will  be  much  human  activity  in  the  area 
in  the  foreseeable  future. 
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(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     There  are  outstanding 
opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  in  many  parts  of  this  area  due  to 
Che  scenic,   fishing  and  canoeing  attractions  in  the  Nutkwa  Lagoon  area,  and 
the  scenic,  hiking  and  camping  attractions  in  the  Lake  Josephine  area. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I  (PI)  35,266 
Primitive  II  (P2)  23,292 
Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  180 

The  area  contains  seven  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES        TOTAL  ACRES        CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

PI  2  15,343  4,570 

P2  5  9,593  3,752 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)     Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     There  is  good  opportunity  for  primitive 
and  semi -primitive  recreation  within  this  roadless  area.     Because  of 
its  remoteness  and  difficult  access,   it  is  unlikely  that  there  will  a 
need  to  develop  facilities  or  trails  in  the  rugged  alpine  areas. 
However,   there  is  the  potential  for  campsites  or  recreation  shelters 
in  Nutkwa  Lagoon  area. 

(b)  Fish  Resource;     The  recently  completed  fish  habitat  inventory 
indicates  that  there  is  potential  for  salmon  enhancement  projects, 
such  as  constructing  fish  passes,   on  several  of  the  streams  within  the 
area. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  long-range  plans  for  habitat 
improvement  project  work  within  this  roadless  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  29,311  acres  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest.     This  includes  25,831  acres 
non- riparian  old  growth  and  2,720  acres  of  riparian  old  growth. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     There  is  potential  for  further  mineral  development  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  roadless  area. 


(g)     Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 
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»  (2)     Management  Considerations 

(a)  This  roadless  area  is  so  remote  and  difficult  to  access  that  it 
receives  very  little  management  emphasis  other  than  administration  of 
the  recreation  use  cabin  and  the  mining  claims  in  the  area. 

It  is  known  that  the  Haida  Native  Corporation  is  interested  in 
including  much  of  the  Nutkwa  area  into  the  next  round  of  their 
entitlement  land  selections  that  must  be  completed  by  1995. 

The  area  has  excellent  potential  to  enhance   the  salmon  spawning 
habitat  on  many  streams  within  this  area,   mainly  through  the 
construction  of  fish  passes. 

The  area  has  very  good  timber  management  potential.     Almost  all  of  ch 
suitable  timber  land  has  good  access  to  saltwater.  Mineral 
development  potential  is  moderate. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 


(d)     Land  Statnas:     The  northwest  corner  of  this  roadless  area  has 
three  blocks  of  patented  mining  claims  totaling  about  300  acres. 

d.     Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and.  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)     Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     This  area  is  part  of 
larger  contiguous  unroaded  land  mass  made  up  of  the  South  Prince  of  Wales 
Wilderness,   the  Eudora  and  Folk  Roadless  Areas.     This  combined  area  tocals 
533,474  acres. 


(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility):  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  190  310 

Ketchikan     (Pop.   12,705)  45  75 

Hydaburg       (Pop.         385)  15  24 

Hollis,  located  on  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     This  area  has  been  identified  as  one  of  the 
"moratorium"  areas  in  pending  Tongass  National  Forest  reform 
legislation . 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:  The  area  receives  significant  local  use 
for  subsistence  and  recreation  activity. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Fake  Pass   (532)  ACRES  (GROSS):     798  ACRES  (NFS):  798 

GEOZONE:  Kll 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Southern  Outer  Islands 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  19 


a.  Description 

(1)  Relationship  to.  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   acres,   original  WARS  2/  rating,   and  comments.  This 
enables  the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C 
with  previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 

545  Not  Rated 

(2)  History:     This  roadless  area  consists  of  a  group  of  small  islands, 
including  Whale  Head  Island,   located  in  Davidson  Inlet.     There  is  no 
prehistoric,  historic  or  contemporary  history  related  to  this  group  of 
islands. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     This  roadless  aifea  is  located  off  the  souchern 
coast  of  Kosciusko  Island  in  Davidson  Inlet.     These  islands  are 
inaccessible  to  most  except  for  very' skilled  boat  handlers.     Adjacent  areas 
on  the  Kosciusko  Peninsula  have  been  harvested. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     All  of  the  islands  in  this  roadless  area 
are  low-lying,   rocky,   and  windswept.     Whale  Head  Island  is  the  largest  in 
this  group  and  its  elevation  rises  to  about  100  feet.     There  are  10  miles 
of  shoreline  on  saltwater. 

(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)     Vegetation:     The  larger  islands  of  this  group  have  limited  tree 
growth,   and  the  smaller  islands  are  essentially  devoid  of  trees  and 
other  kinds  of  vegetation. 

1/  A  VCU  (Value  Conrparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  nationwide  system  used  to 
rate  the  wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area 
Review  and  Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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There  are  about  718  acres  of  forested  land,   all  of  which  are 
tentatively  suitable  forest  land.     Of  this  tentatively  suitable  forest 
land,   598  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  40  acres  riparian  old 
growth . 

(b)  Soils:     These  island  are  essentially  rock  with  some  niches  of 
soil  located  in  crevices. 

(c)  Fish  Resource:     No  freshwater  fish  habitat  occurs  on  any  of  the 
islands . 

(d)  Wildlife  Resource:     These  islands  provide  habitat  for  sea  birds 
and  mammals.     Bald  eagles  are  often  seen  here. 

(e)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     These  islands  are  not  used  now  nor  have 
they  been  used  in  the  past.     There  is  no  active  management  objective  for 
them . 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     The  entire  roadless • area  is  part 
of  the  Kupreanof  Lowlands  character  type  which  is  characterized  by  low, 
rolling  relief,  with  elevations  seldom  greater  than  1,500  feet.  Numerous 
island  groups  and  intricate  waterways  are  also  common  in  this  character 
type.     This  area  consists  of  a  cluster  of  many  islands  of  different  sizes, 
and  is  thus  quite  characteristic  of  the  character  type. 

The  entire  roadless  area  is   inventoried  as  a  Variety  Class  B  (possessing 
landscape  diversity  common  in  the  character  type). 

The  entire  area  is  also  in  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual  Condition  where  the 
natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human  activity. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences) :     These  islands  are  not  influenced 
by  any  external  activity,   land  designation,   land  use  or  ownership. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:     The  natural  features  of 
the  area,   the  scenery,   and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  che 
processes  which  formed  this  country  may  all  be  attractions.   The  area 
contains  two  somewhat  exposed  anchorages.     There  is  no  freshwater. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     Since  this  roadless 
area  is  a  group  of  isolated  islands  with  little  activity,   it  would  be 
fairly  easy  to  manage  in  a  roadless  condition. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     This  roadless  area  has  excellent  natural 
integrity,   due  in  part  to  difficulty  of  access  and  lack  of  historic 
development . 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:  There  is  excellent  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  of  the  area  because  of  its  difficult  access. 
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(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Due  to  the 

attractions,  the  difficult  access  to  these  islands  due 
and  the  proximity  of  small  rural  communities,  there  is 
for  primitive  recreation. 

ROS  Class  Acres 

Serai-Primitive  Motorized  (SPM)  717 
Rural   (R)  80 

The  area  contains   two  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CI^SS  #  OF  REC.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD ' S 

SPM  2  717  3900 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  no  known  special  features  within  the  area. 

c.     Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     Due  to  the  difficult  access  and  lack  of 
recreation  opportunities,   this  roadless  area  does  not  have  any 
potential  for  recreation  development  or  enhancement.     There  are  a 
couple  of  identified  anchorages  in  the  area  which  attract  some  use  to 
the  waters  around  these  islands  when  the  weather  is  satisfactory. 

T 

(b)  Fish  Resource:  None. 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  is  no  identified  need  for  wildlife 
enhancement  projects  within  this  area. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     There  are  718  acres  of  tentatively  suitable 
timberland. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:  None. 

(f)  Minerals:     The  mineral  potential  is  low. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:  None. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 

(a)  The  islands  making  up  the  Fake  Pass  Roadless  Area  do  not  have  the 
basic  resources  to  require  active  resource  management  plans  or 
projects.     The  difficult  access  prevents  general  public  use  for 
recreation  purposes . 

(b)  Insects  and  Disease:     Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present. 

(c)  Land  Status:     The  entire  area  is  National  Forest  System  lands. 


limited  recreation 
to  the  many  rocks , 
not  a  high  potential 
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d.     Relationship  To  Communities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:     The  Kosciusko  Roadless 
Area  is  about  15  miles  to  the  northeast.     The  Warren  Islands  Wilderness  is 
about  15  miles   to  the  west. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers   (accessibility) :  Approximate 
distances  from  population  centers  are  as  follows: 

Community  Air  Miles  Water  Miles 

Juneau  (Pop.   23,729)  170  210 

Ketchikan     (Pop.    12,705)  70  200 

Hollis,   located  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,    is  the  nearest  stop  on  the 
Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date . 

(b)  Local  User/residents:  Rarely  does  a  local  area  resident  venture 
out  to  the  islands  making  up  this  roadless  area  nor  is  there  any  kind 
of  subsistence  use. 


Envir&tunental  Consequences 
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INDIVIDUAL  ROADLESS  AREA  DESCRIPTION 


NAME:     Quartz   (577)  ACRES   (GROSS):     149,747        ACRES   (NFS):  149,107 

GEOZONE:  K13 

GEOGRAPHIC  PROVINCE:     Coast  Range 
1989  WILDERNESS  ATTRIBUTE  RATING:  23 


a.  Description 

(1)     Relationship  to  RARE  II  areas:     The  table  below  displays  the  VCU  1/ 
names,  VCU  numbers,   original  WARS  2/  rating,  and  comments.     This  enables 
the  reader  to  compare  the  roadless  areas  evaluated  in  Appendix  C  with 
previous  analyses. 

1979 

VCU  Name  VCU  No.  WARS  Rating  Comments 


Blossom  River 
Wilson  Lake 
Lower  Wilson 
Wilson  Arm 
Bart  Creek 
Smeaton 
Bakewell 

Lower  Keta 
Upper  Keta 


815 
817 
818 
819 
823 
825 
826 
840 
841 
842 


26 
25 
22 
22 
24 
22 
25 

24 
24 


Not  Rated 


(2)  History:     This  area  is  a  part  of  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument. 
ANILCA  did  not  include  this  roadless  area  as  wilderness  because  of  the 
pending  plans  to  develop  the  Quartz  Hill  molybdenum  mine. 

(3)  Location  and  Access:     The  area  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  mainland 
portion  of  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument  about  50  miles  east  of 
Ketchikan.     Access  is  by  boat  and  foot  or  by  helicopter.     Due  to  the  lack 
of  large  enough  lakes,   floatplanes  cannot  land  in  the  area. 

(4)  Geography  and  Topography:     The  area  is  extremely  rugged  and  rises  fro 
saltwater  to  elevations  over  5,000  feet.     There  are  7,827  acres  of  exposed 
rock,   1,060  acres  of  alpine  tundra,  and  1,700  acres  of  freshwater  lakes. 
There  are  38  miles  of  saltwater  shoreline. 


1/  A  VCU  (Value  Comparison  Unit)  is  one  of  867  watersheds  which  make  up  the 
forest  and  were  differentiated  for  planning  purposes  in  the  Tongass  Land 
Management  Plan. 

2/    Wilderness  Attribute  Rating  System  (WARS)  was  the  system  used  to  rate  the 
wilderness  attributes  of  roadless  areas  in  the  Roadless  Area  Review  and 
Evaluation  (RARE  II). 
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(5)  Ecosystem: 

(a)  Classification:     The  area  is  classified  as  being  in  the  Coasc 
Range  Geographic  Province.     This  province  is  generally  characterized 
by  a  core  of  massive,   angular  mountains  capped  with  ice  fields  at  high 
elevations  along  the  Canadian  Border,   with  somewhat  lower  mountains, 
deeply- incised  valleys  and  glacier-fed  streams  closer  to  the  coast. 
The  roadless  area  is  more  characteristic  of  the  higher  elevation 
areas,    though  no  ice  fields  are  present.     There  are  no  known  areas  of 
unique  or  uncommon  plant/soils  associations  or  geologic  formations  in 
the  area. 

(b)  Vegetation:     Alpine  vegetation  dominates  above  2,500  feet 
elevation.     Below  that  elevation  the  steep  mountainsides  are  heavily 
marked  with  snowslide  and  landslide  paths  which  are  typically  covered 
with  grass,   alder,  and  brush.     Occasionally,   cottonwood  trees  may  be 
found  along  the  valley  bottoms  and  floodplains. 

There  are  approximately  87,577  acres  of  forested  land  of  which  48,863 
acres  are  commercial  forest  land.     Of  the  commercial  forest  land, 
47,061  acres  are  non-riparian  old  growth  and  1,361  acres  of  riparian 
old  growth. 

(c)  Soils:     The  soils  are  moderately-deep  loam  with  inclusions  of 
glacial  till  and  moraine  deposits. 

(d)  Fish  Resource:     Fish  resources  have  been  rated  as  part  of  the 
Tongass  Land  Management  Plan  (1979)  and  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  in  its  Forest  Habitat  Integrity  Program  (1983).  These 
ratings  describe  the  value  of  VCU's  for  sport  fish,   commercial  fish, 
and  estuaries. 

VCU's  815,   817,   818,   826,   841,   and  842  are  high  value  for  commercial 
and  sport  fish. 

VCU  823  is  rated  high  value  for  estuary  habitat. 

(e)  Wildlife  Resource:     A  small  population  of  mountain  goat  ranges 
over  the  area,   as  do  black  and  brown  bear,   and  a  small  population  of 
moose . 

(f)  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species:  None. 

(6)  Current  Use  and  Management:     The  Tongass  Land  Management  Plan 
allocated  this  area  to  Land  Use  Designation  (LUD)   1.     LUD  1  areas  are  to  be 
managed  in  the  roadless  condition.     The  current  management  emphasis  within 
this  roadless  area  has  been  the  administration  of  the  permit  involving 
access  and  pre-developraent  exploration  of  the  Quartz  Hill  molybdenum  mine. 

(7)  Appearance  (Apparent  Naturalness):     This  roadless  area  is  part  of  the 
Coast  Range  character  type  which  consists  of  large,  massive  landforms 
commonly  rising  to  elevations  of  7,000  feet,   steep  slopes  or  rock  cliffs 
that  plunge  to  saltwater,   and  deep,   narrow  saltwater  fiords   that  protrude 
into  this  land  mass.     Mountain  ridges  are  generally  rounded  with  occasional 
jagged  peaks  rising  above  the  surrounding  smoother  ridge   tops.     This  area 
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is  fairly  representative  of  this  character  type  except  for  slightly  lower 
elevations . 

All  of  this  roadless  area  is  inventoried  as  a  Variety  Class  B  (possessing  a 
level  of  landscape  diversity  that  is  common  for  the  character  type) .  Though 
this  area  does  not  possess  the  dramatic  scenic  features  found  in  other 
portions  of  this  character  type,   there  are  notable  scenic  landscapes  at  the 
head  of  Bakewell  Arm,   at  the  head  of  Wilson  Arm  around  the  Wilson  and 
Blossom  River  estuaries,   and  along  certain  portions  of  Boca  de  Quadra. 

About  96  percent  of  this  roadless  area  is  in  a  Type  I  Existing  Visual 
Condition  where  the  natural  landscape  has  remained  unaltered  by  human 
activity.     The  only  man-altered  landscapes  are  the  area  of  the  U.S.  Borax 
mine  site  at  Quartz  Hill,  and  the  mine  access  road  corridor  that  runs  along 
the  Blossom  River  and  the  northeast  shore  of  Wilson  Arm. 

(8)  Surroundings  (External  Influences):     This  area  is  contiguous  to  Misty 
Fiords  National  Monument.     The  most  significant  influence  is  the  noise  and 
sight  of  large  number  of  aircraft  on  flightseeing  trips  during  the  summer 
cruiseship  season,  and  the  helicopters  that  are  making  trips  to  Quartz 
Hill. 

(9)  Attractions  and  Features  of  Special  Interest:  The  natural  features  ot 
the  area,  the  scenery,  and  the  opportunity  to  see  wildlife  and  to  study  the 
processes  which  formed  this  landscape  may  all  be  attractions. 

b.     Capability  of  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  ^n  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Manageability  and  Management  Area  Boundaries:     The  area  is' generally 
well  defined  by  topographic  features.     Feasibility  of  management  in  a 
roadless  condition  is  high  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  area  adjacent 
to  the  Quartz  Hill  Mine. 

(2)  Natural  Integrity:     The  area  is  virtually  unmodified  with  the 
exception  of  the  Quartz  Hill  Mine  and  its  access  road. 

(3)  Opportunity  for  Solitude:     There  is  a  high  opportunity  for  solitude 
within  the  area.     Aircraft  on  flightseeing  trips  can  be  heard  and  seen 
during  the  summer  season.     Present  recreation  levels  are  low.     Generally,  a 
person  camped  or  traveling  inland  is  unlikely  to  see  others. 

(4)  Opportunity  for  Primitive  Recreation:     Due  to  the  remoteness  of  the 
area,   the  minimal  sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity,   the  great  physical 
challenge  presented  by  the  rugged  terrain  and  dense  vegetation,   and  the 
presence  of  black  and  brown  bear,   there  are  good  opportunities  for 
primitive  recreation.     Because  it  is  located  inland,   this  area  does  not 
possess  the  variety  of  recreation  attractions  that  are  found  in  neighboring 
portions  of  the  Monument,   though  the  Wilson  and  Keta  River  corridors  may 
have  potential  for  hiking  trails  and  offer  good  fishing  and  hunting 
opportunities . 
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ROS  Class  Acres 

Primitive  I  (PI)  102,146 

Primitive  II  (P2)  23,280 

Serai-Primitive  Non-Motorized  (SPNM)  17,575 

Roaded  Natural   (RN)  4,844 

Roaded  Modified  (RM)  1,261 

The  area  contains  three  inventoried  recreation  places. 

ROS  CLASS  #  OF  REG.   PLACES         TOTAL  ACRES         CAPACITY  BY  RVD'S 

P2  3  2,361  959 

(5)  Special  Features  (Ecologic,  Geologic,  Scientific,  Cultural):  There 
are  opportunities  to  observe  and  study  fish  and  wildlife  and  the  various 
forces  which  formed  these  mountains. 

Availability  for  Management  as  Wilderness  or  in  an  Unroaded  Condition 

(1)  Resource  Potentials 

(a)  Recreation  Potential:     The  area  is  best  suited  for  dispersed 
recreation  activities. 

(b)  Fish  Resource:     The  streams  within  the  roadless  area  are 
important  streams  for  salmon  production.     There  may  be  some 
opportunity  for  fish  habitat  improvement  projects  within  this  roadless 
area . 

(c)  Wildlife  Resource:     There  are  no  plans  for  wildlife  habitat 
improvements  within  the  area  and  there  is  no  apparent  need  to  conduce 
any  habitat  improvement  projects. 

(d)  Timber  Resource:     None  of  the  area  has  been  inventoried  as 
tentatively  suitable  for  harvest. 

(e)  Land  Use  Authorizations:     A  special  use  permit  has  been  issued  Co 
the  Quartz  Hill  Mine  for  the  construction  and  operation  of  a  road  and 
shore-related  dock  facilities. 

(f)  Minerals:  There  has  been  much  mineral  exploration  activity 
associated  with  the  Quartz  Hill  molybdenum  deposit.  It  is  still 
unclear,   though,  when  actual  mine  development  will  take  place. 

(g)  Areas  of  Scientific  Interest:     When  mining  activity  occurs,  there 
will  be  much  monitoring  and  research  into  the  impacts  of  additional 
road  building  and  mine  excavation  on  fisheries  habitat,   and  the 
effects  of  dumping  mine  tailings  into  saltwater. 

(2)  Management  Considerations 


(a)  Timber  management  within  this  area  is  not  a  consideration  because 
of  the  current  LUD  I  designation.     Maintenance  of  the  area  in  a 
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roadless  condition  enhances  opportunity  to  manage  the  adjacent  Misty 
Fiords  National  Monument  Wilderness,   and  provide  enhanced 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  for  those  capable 
of  accessing  it.     It  also  maintains  opportunities  for  wildlife,  such 
as  wolves,  bears,   and  moose,   to  move  freely  through  the  area. 

(b)  Fire:     The  area  has  no  significant  fire  history. 

(c)  Insects  and  Disease:  Endemic  tree  diseases  common  to  Southeast 
Alaska  are  present;   there  are  no  known  epidemic  disease  occurrences. 

(d)  Land  Status:     The  Quartz  Hill  patents  include  647  acres, 
d.     Relationship  To  Connminities  and  Other  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas 

(1)  Nearby  Roadless  and  Wilderness  Areas  and  Uses:  The  area  is  part  of  a 
larger  contiguous  land  mass  consisting  of  Misty  Fiords  National  Monument. 

(2)  Distance  From  Population  Centers  (accessibility) : 

Comniunity  Air  miles  Water  miles 

Juneau  (Pop.  23,729)  300  380 
Ketchikan  (Pop  12,005)  50  70 

Ketchikan  is  the  nearest  stop  on  the  Alaska  Marine  Highway. 

(3)  Interest  by  Proponents: 

(a)  Moratorium  Areas:     The  area  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
"moratorium"  area  or  proposed  as  Wilderness  in  legislative  initiatives 
to  date. 

(b)  Local  Users/residents:     Most  of  the  area  is  used  by  local 
residents  for  recreation. 


e .     Environmental  Consequences : 
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